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CASES 

ARGUED  AND  DETERMINED 

a  THB 

COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS, 

VOR  THB 

CITY  AND  COUNTY  OP  NEW  YOEK. 


Chaeles  Abernethy  v.  The  Sooiett  op  the  Church  op  the 

pubttanb. 

By  thetarnu  of  a  deed  to  the  plaintiff  of  a  pew  in  the  defendant's  church  edifice, 
it  was  conditioned,  among  other  things,  that  the  grantee  should  pay  annually  a 
Bom  eqaal  to  ten  per  cent  of  the  original  appraised  valae  of  the  pew  (amounting 
to  |80),  and  whatever  else  should  be  further  asseesed  thereon,  and  provision  was 
made  for  a  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  pew  in  case  of  non-payment  of  such  assess- 
ments. The  defendant  laid  assessments  on  each  pew,  for  the  years  1861  and 
1862,  of  a  sum  equal  to  fifteen  per  cent,  of  their  original  appraised  value,  for 
each  year.  The  plaintiff  refused  to  pay  the  assessments  on  his  pew,  and 
brought  suit  to  restrain  defendant  from  selling  the  pew  for  non-payment. 

Heldj  That  in  laying  an  assessment  of  fifteen  per  cent,  instead  of  ten  per  cent, 
the  defendants  violated  no  contract  with  the  plaintiff,  and  a  court  of  equity 
wiU  not  on  that  ground  Interfere  to  restrain  a  forfeiture  and  sale  of  the  pew. 

Held  furihgr,  That  the  plaintiff,  in  asking  a  court  of  equity  to  interfere  by  in- 
junction in  such  a  case,  should  show  either  payment  or  offer  of  payment  of  so 
much  of  the  assessment  admitted  by  him  to  be  duly  laid. 

R  uema,  however,  that,  even  in  case  of  payment  or  offer  of  payment,  the  court 
will  not  interfere,  because  the  forfeiture  and  sale  threatened  by  the  defendant, 
if  unlawful,  could  not  divest  the  plaintiff  of  his  property  in  the  pew. 

A  pew  owner  or  holder  has  no  legal  interest  in  the  church  edifice,  or  in  the  land 
upon  which  it  stands,  or  in  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  thereof.  AU  that  he  has  or 
can  acquire  is  the  right  to  occupy  the  pew  during  divine  service,  which  is  a 
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Charles  Abernethy  v.  The  Society  of  the  Church  of  the  Paritans. 

qualified  iotereBt,  and  one  necessarily  limited  in  point  of  time,  for  if  the  build- 
ing is  destroyed  or  taken  down,  the  right  is  gone. 

Hence  it  is  no  ground  for  an  injimctioo  against  the  sale  of  a  pew  by  the  trustees 
for  non-payment  of  assessments,  Chat  the  plaintiff  will  by  such  sale  be  de- 
prived of  his  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  church  edifice  at 
the  expiration  of  the  lease  of  the  land  upon  which  it  stands. 

Forfeitures  are  not  favored  in  equity,  and  where  the  meaning  is  doubtful,  or  it 
requires  a  strained  or  very  technical  construction  of  language  to  make  out  a 
forfeiture,  it  will  not,  in  equity,  be  inferred  that  a  forfeiture  was  intended. 

An  appellate  tribunal  will  not  reverse  a  decree  upon  a  point  whidb.  was  not 
raised  or  considered  in  the  court  below,  unless  there  was  a  total  want  of  juris- 
diction in  the  court  to  grant  the  relief  sought,  or  to  give  the  judgment 

The  books  and  minutes  of  a  corporation  are,  as  a  general  rule,  evidence  of  the 
acta  and  proceedings  of  the  corporate  body,  and  if  there  is  nothing  to  render 
them  suspicious,  they  may  be  referred  to.  In  order  to  show  the  regularity  and 
legality  of  its  proceedings.    . 

Before  the  Code  a  motion  for  nonsuit  brought  up  the  question  whether  the  proof 
was  sufficient  to  support  the  declaration,  and  if  the  plaintiff  proved  his  case  as 
laid,  the  motion  would  be  denied,  because  the  sufficiency  of  the  declaration 
could  be  tested  only  by  demurrer,  or  by  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judgment  But 
since  the  Code,  the  defendant  does  not  waive  the  objection  that  the  complaint 
does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action  by  omitting  to  raise 
it  by  answer  or  by  a  demurrer.  He  may  take  the  objection  at  the  trial  by  a  mo- 
tion for  nonsuit;  but  omitting  to  take  it  there,  he  cannot  raise  It  upon  appeal. 

This  was  an  action  brought  to  restrain  the  defendant  from 
selling  the  plaintiff's  pew  in  its  church  edifice,  pursuant  to  a 
notice  received  by  him  that  the  same  would  be  sold  or  for- 
feited for  non-payment  of  taxes  thereon.  The  plaintiff  held 
the  pew  under  a  deed  from  the  corporation  upon  condition 
that  he  should  "pay  the  annual  sum  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
original  appraisement  of  said  pew,  and  whatever  else  shall  be 
further  assessed  thereon,  and  if  he  should  neglect  to  pay,  and 
by  such  neglect  cause  an  arrearage  of  one  year,  the  same 
should  be  demanded  by  the  treasurer  for  the  time  being ;  and 
in  case  of  refusal  on  such  demand,  or  neglect  of  payment  three 
months  after  such  demand,  it  should  be  lawfril  for  the  trustees 
to  sell  the  same  to  the  highest  bidder.  And  a  bill,  signed  by 
the  treasurer  specifying  the  arrearage,  and  requiring  payment, 
being  left  in  said  pew,  shall  be  considered  a  demand  for  the 
purposes  above  expressed." 
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Charles  Abernethy  y.  The  Society  of  the  Church  of  ihe  Pnritans. 

The  original  appraisement  of  plaintiff's  pew  was  $800,  and 
the  original  appraisement  of  all  the  pews  in  the  church  was 
$79,550.  The  amount  of  money  which  the  society  voted  to 
raise  during  the  year  ending  May  1,  1861,  was  $7,000,  and 
during  the  year  ending  May  1,  1862,  was  $6,000,  and  the 
assessment  made  upon  the  plaintiff's  pew  during  each  of  those 
years,  for  the  non-payment  of  which  forfeiture  was  claimed, 
was  15  per  cent,  upon  the  original  appraisement  value  thereof, 
to  wit :  $120,  each  year.  The  plaintiff  had  not  occupied  the 
pew,  or  paid  the  rent  or  taxes  thereon,  for  about  two  years 
before  he  brought  this  action.  It  also  appeared  that  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Trustees  had  remitted  all  forfeitures  on 
pews,  where  the  owners  had  given  a  written  consent  to  the 
trustees  to  rent  the  pews,  but  the  resolution  at  a  meeting 
of  the  society  was  declared  to  be  unauthorized,  and,  besides, 
the  plaintiff  had  never  given  the  society  the  notice  contem- 
plated by  the  resolution. 

The  cause  was  tried  before  Cabdozo,  J.,  without  a  jury, 
and  judgment  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  declaring  him  the 
owner  of  the  pew,  and  restraining  the  defendant  from  selling  it 
pursuant  to  the  notice,  or  for  any  cause  therein  alleged. 

From  this  judgment  the  defendant  appealed  to  the  General 
Term  of  the  court. 

Edwa/rd  Gilbertj  for  appellant. 

PKeVp%  €&  £hevalSy  for  respondent. 

By  the  Coukt. — ^Dalt,  F.  J. — The  Society  had  voted  the 
sum  of  $7,000  in  the  year  1860,  to  defray  its  annual  expanses, 
and  the  sum  of  $6,000,  for  that  purpose,  in  1861,  which  was 
to  be  raised  by  an  assessment  upon  the  pew  owners,  at  the 
original  valuation  of  their  pews.  The  original  valuation  of  all 
the  pews  in  the  church,  was  $79,550,  and  that  of  the  plaintiff's 
pew  was  $800.  An  assessment  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  this  valua- 
tion would  have  sufficed  to  raise  either  of  the  sums  voted  in  the 
year  1860  or  1861,  provided  the  assessments  upon  all  the  pews 
were  duly  paid.  It  may  be,  however,  that,  to  provide  against 
the  contingency  of  a  non-payment  of  all   the  assessments, 
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an  assessmeDt  of  more  than  ten  per  cent,  was  necessary,  so  as 
to  secnre,  beyond  all  contingencies,  the  snin  requisite,  and 
which  had  been  voted,  for  the  annnal  support  of  the  church, 
and  it  is  not  for  this  court  to  say  that  the  trustees  erred,  much 
lees  that  they  acted  improperly  or  illegally,  in  fixing  the  rate 
of  the  assessment  at  fifteen  per  cent.  By  so  doing  they  violated 
no  contract  which  the  plaintiff  had  entered  into  with  the  cor- 
poration as  a  pew  owner.  By  the  written  instrument,  the 
plaintiff  and  his  heirs,  were  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  pew  upon 
certain  conditions;  one  of  which  was  the  payment  of  an 
annual  sum  of  $80,  being  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  original 
appraisement,  and  whatever  else  should  hefwrther  assessed  upon 
the  pew  for  the  support  of  public  worship  in  the  church,  and 
towards  such  charges  as,  from  time  to  time,  might  be  voted  to 
be  defrayed ;  and  this  was  but  a  further  assessment  of  five  per 
-cent,  beyond  the  annual  sum  of  $80,  or  ten  per  cent,  upon 
the  original  appraisement,  and  as  such,  was  strictly  within 
4he  terms  of  this  condition.  It  further  appeared  that  an  assess- 
ment of  fifteen  per  cent,  had  been  made  on  the  pew  in  the 
church,  previous  to  1860 ;  that  the  plaintiff  paid  it  without  pro- 
test or  complaint,  and  did  so,  as  he  testified,  because  he  went 
to  the  meeting  to  help  to  raise  the  money ;  to  which  he  added, 
**  but  it  was  not  a  legal  assessment ;"  without,  however,  show- 
ing or  stating,  in  what  respect  it  was  illegal,  and  it  further  ap- 
peared that,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  1861,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  recommending  an  assessment  of  fifteen 
per  cent,  upon  the  valuation  of  the  pews,  to  meet  the  appropria- 
tion then  made.  An  assessment  of  fifteen  per  cent,  might 
yield  more  than  the  sum  which  the  Society  voted  to  raise  an- 
nually for  its  support ;  but  if  it  did,  it  may  not  have  operated 
to  the  injury  or  loss  of  the  pew  owners,  as  in  that  event,  a  less 
amount  for  the  support  of  the  Society  would  be  necessary  the 
following  year,  and  such  appears  to  have  been  the  fact,  for 
$7,000  was  voted  for  that  purpose,  by  the  Society,  in  1860,  and 
but  $6,000  in  1861,  though  in  that  year,  despite  the  diminished 
sum,  the  Society,  at  its  annual  meeting,  as  I  have  stated, 
recommended  that  the  same  assessment  should  be  made  of 
fifteen  per  cent. 
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The  records  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
from  1855  to  1861,  were  offered  in  evidence,  to  show,  among 
other  things,  why  the  increased  assessment  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
was  made,  but  was  excluded  by  the  court,  upon  the  plaintiff's 
objecting.  As  a  general  rule,  the  books  and  minutes  of  a 
corporation  are  evidence  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the 
corporate  body,  and  if  there  is  nothing  to  render  them  sus- 
picious, they  maybe  referred  to,  in  order  to  show  the  regularity 
and  legality  of  its  proceedings  (Angell  &  Ames  on  Corporations, 
§679).  In  this  case,  they  were  offered  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose above  stated,  but  to  show  the  rules  of  the  Society,  and  as 
between  the  corporation  and  one  of  its  members,  assuming  the 
plaintiff,  at  the  time,  to  have  been  a  member,  I  cannot  see  why 
they  were  not  admissible  to  show  its  rules,  and  that  the  assess- 
ment was,  as  averred  in  the  answer,  a  proper  one,  duly  made, 
directed  by  the  votes  of  the  Society,  in  the  regular  manner, 
and  for  the  proper  amount  (1  .Greenleaf 's  Evidence,  §  493). 
But  this  point  is  not  one  that  it  is  material  to  consider,  as  it  is 
not  essential  that  we  should  put  our  decision  upon  this  ground. 

Another  view  may  be  taken  of  this  case.  If,  as  the  plain- 
tiff claims,  an  assessment  of  fifteen  per  cent,  was  unreasonable 
or  improper,  he  was  at  least  bound  to  pay,  to  the  extent  of  ten 
per  cent,  upon  the  valuation  of  his  pew,  but,  during  two  years, 
he  has  neither  paid  nor  offered  to  pay  anything.  He  insists 
upon  maintaining  his  right  of  ownership  in  the  pew  during 
this  period,  though  contributing  nothing  to  the  support  of  the 
Society.  Where  a  court  of  equity  interposes  its  aid  to  relieve 
against  a  forfeiture,  it  does  so  only  upon  the  payment  of  the 
amount  due,  together  with  the  interest  (Story's  Equity  Jurisp. 
§  314),  and  it  consequently  follows  that  when  a  party  comes  into  a 
court  of  equity  to  ask  it  to  enjoin  another  party  from  doing  any 
act  towards  the  enforcement  of  a  forfeiture  for  the  non-payment 
of  money,  it  should  appear  that  he  has  paid,  or  offered  to  pay,  to 
the  other  party,  what  that  party  is  justly  or  equitably  entitled 
to.  It  is  a  familiar  maxim  that  he  who  seeks  equity  niust  do 
equity,  and  before  the  plaintiff  could  have  the  aid  of  this  court 
to  enjoin  the  defendants  from  selling  his  pew  as  forfeited,  he 
would  have  to  offer  to  pay  the  defendants,  according  to  his  own 
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view  of  the  extent  of  his  obligation,  an  amount  eqnal  at  least 
to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  valuation  of  the  pew,  as  his  propor- 
tionate part  of  the  sums  to  be  raised.  From  all  that  appears  in 
the  complaint  or  in  the  evidence,  he  has  neither  paid  nor 
offered  to  pay  anything,  and  asks  this  court  to  maintain  him 
in  that  position  by  restraining  the  defendants  from  doing  any 
act  that  may  interfere  with,  impair  or  take  away,  his  right  of 
property  in  the  pew.  Even  if  he  made  this  offer,  and  the  de- 
fendants had  refused  to  accept  it,  T  doubt  if  his  case  would  be 
one  in  which  the  interference  of  a  court  of  equity  would  be 
necessary,  for  the  defendants  could  not  divest  him  of  his  prop- 
erty in  the  pew  if  they  had  no  lawful  right  to  sell  it,  and  in 
such  cases  a  court  of  equity  does  not  interfere  {Jerome  v.  lioss^ 
7  Johns.  Ch.  815 ;  Storm  v.  Mann,  4  Id.  21 ;  Overseers,  k&c.  v. 
Sart,  3  Leigh's  E.  1 ;  Otbom  v.  The  Bank  cfthe  United  States, 
9  Wheat.  E.  739 ;  OutcaU  v.  Bishorough,  2  Green's  Ch.  214). 
But  this  point  is  one  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  pass  upon.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say  that,  in  the  aspect  in  which  the  plaintiff  pre- 
sents himself,  neither  having  paid  nor  offered  to  pay  anything, 
he  could  not  have  the  equitable  aid  of  this  court. 

The  resolution  of  the  board  of  trustees,  providing  for  the 
remission  of  forfeitures  upon  pews,  was,  by  its  terms,  limited  to 
cases  where  the  owners  had  given  or  should  give  a  written  con- . 
sent  to  the  society  to  rent  the  pews  and  receive  the  rent  for  the 
use  of  the  society.  It  was  shown  'by  the  plaintiff's  testimony 
that  he  never  gave  any  consent  in  writing  authorizing  the  trust- 
ees to  rent  his  pew  in  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, that  the  resolution  was  disapproved  of  at  a  meeting  of  the 
society,  and  declared  by  the  vote  of  a  large  majority  to  be  un- 
authorized. This  evidence  was  a  complete  answer  to  this 
alleged  ground  of  action. 

It  is  insisted,  as  a  further  cause  of  action  in  the  complaint, 
that  the  lease  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  church  edifice  stands 
will  expire  in  five  years ;  that  the  plaintiff  will  be  entitled,  at 
the  sale  of  the  church  edifice,  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  to 
his  proportionate  share  of  the  proceeds,  of  which  he  will  be  de- 
prived by  a  sale  now  of  his  rights  and  privileges  in  his  pew. 
The  plaintiff's  claim  that  he  would  be  entitled  to  a  proportion- 
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ate  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Bale  of  the  church  edifice,  upon 
the  ground  of  being  a  pew  owner  at  the  time  of  the  sale  and  at 
the  expiration  of  the  lease,  is  wholly  without  foundation  {J^aa- 
sett  V.  The  Mret  Parish  in  Boylstan,  19  Pick.  361 ;  Voarhea  v. 
The  PreAyienwn  Chv/rch  of  Amsterdam^  8  Barb.  135 ;  m/it' 
ter  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  in  Saugerties^  16  Id.  237 ; 
Frdigh  v.  Flatty  5  Cow.  494 ;  Heeney  v.  St.  Peter's  Chwrch,  2 
Edw.  Ch.  608).  A  pew  holder,  or  owner,  has  no  legal  interest 
in  the  church  edifice,  or  in  the  land  upon  which  it  stands.  The 
title  to  it  and  the  right  in  the  land,  whatever  that  right  may 
be,  is  in  the  corporation,  and  the  possession  is  in  the  trustees. 
All  that  the  pew  owner  has,  or  can  acquire,  is  the  right  to  oc- 
cupy the  pew  during  divine  worship,  which  is  a  qualified  inter- 
est and  one  necessarily  limited  in  point  of  time ;  for  if  the 
building  is  taken  down,  or  is  destroyed  by  fire,  or  the  pew  is 
destroyed  by  a  necessary  alteration  in  the  internal  arrangement 
of  the  church,  the  right  is  gone.  This  is  the  extent  of  the 
plaintiflPs  rights  and  privileges  under  the  conveyance  made  to 
him  by  the  defendants,  as  a  pew  owner,  and  if  the  church  edi- 
fice should  be  sold  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  the  whole  in- 
terest which  he  had  as  a  pew  owner  would  be  at  an  end ;  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  would  belong  to  the  whole  society  in  its 
corporate  capacity,  and  might  be  applied  by  it  towards  the 
erection  of  another  edifice,  or  to  any  use  and  purpose  within 
the  range  of  its  corporate  powers. 

It  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  instrument  executed  by 
the  defendants  to  the  plaintiff,  that  he  should,  upon  withdraw- 
ing from  the  church,  offer  the  pew  to  the  standing  committee 
of  the  board  of  trustees  at  the  sum  originally  paid  for  it,  and 
that  if  the  committee  should,  after  the  space  of  thirty  days, 
neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  for  it,  after  deducting  all  arrears  that 
might  be  due,  then  he  might,  after  having  paid  up  all  arrears, 
sell  it  subject  to  the  same  conditions  upon  which  he  held  it,  and 
that  a  non-compliance  with  the  condition  should  operate  as  a 
forfeiture  of  the  pew  to  the  society.  The  offer  of  it  at  the 
original  price  to  the  committee  was  a  condition  precedent  to  the 
sale  of  it,  and,  as  forfeitures  are  always  to  be  strictly  construed, 
I  doubt  if  the  conditions  extended  bejond  it.    The  plaintiff  ad- 
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mits  in  his  complaint  that  he  had  not  occupied  the  pew  for  two 
years,  and  he  testified  at  the  trial  that  he  had  ceased  to  be  an 
attendant  upon  the  regular  services  of  the  society  in  the  fall  of 
1860  or  in  the  spring  of  1861,  which  was  about,  or  very  nearly, 
two  years/  He  was  asked  the  following  question :  "  Did  you, 
at  the  time  you  lefty  oflfer  the  trustees,  or  the  standing  commit- 
tee on  the  subject,  your  pew,  at  the  original  price,  or  at  any 
price  ? "  The  question  was  objected  to ;  the  objection  was  sus- 
tained, and  the  defendants  excepted.  This  question  necessarily 
assumed  that  when  he  ceased  to  attend  upon  the  regular  services 
of  the  society — that  is,  in  the  fall  of  1860  or  in  the  spring  of 
1861 — ^he  withdrew,  within  the  meaning  of  this  condition,  from 
the  church,  and  that  not  having,  at,  or  about  that  time,  as  re- 
quired, offered  the  pew  to  the  standing  committee,  there  was  a 
non-compliance  with  the  condition,  and  consequently  a  forfeit- 
ure of  the  pew  to  the  society.  I  think  the  court  was  not  called 
upon  to  go  this  length.  Forfeitures  are  not  favored  in  equity. 
A  court  of  equity  never  lends  its  assistance  to  aid  in  their  recov- 
ery (Livingston  v.  TomphinSy  4  Johns.  Ch.  431).  And  where 
the  meaning  is  doubtful,  or  it  requires  a  strained  or  very  tech- 
nical construction  of  the  language  to  make  out  a  forfeiture,  it 
will  not,  at  least,  in  equity,  be  inferred  that  a  forfeiture  was 
intended.  It  does  not  necessarily  follow,  because  a  man's 
pew  is  unoccupied  for  two  years,  and  he  has  not,  during  that 
time,  attended  the  regular  services  of  the  congregation,  that  he 
has  withdrawn  from  all  communion  with  the  church ;  but  where 
there  is  an  unequivocal  act,  such  as  the  transfer,  or  the  attempt 
to  transfer,  all  his  right  or  privilege  in  his  pew  to  another,  then 
there  is  such  a  withdrawing  as  will,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
condition,  work  a  forfeiture.  Beyond  this  there  is  no  occasion 
to  go,  as  it  is  provided  in  a  previous  condition,  that  if  the 
assessments  remain  unpaid  for  a  year,  the  trustees  may  sell  the 
pew  in  three  months  after  the  amount  due  has  been  demanded, 
deducting  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  what  is  due,  and  pay- 
ing the  remainder  to  the  plaintiff.  To  this  it  may  be  said,  in 
addition,  that  in  equity,  no  man  is  bound  to  answer,  if  his  an- 
swer would  subject  him  to  a  penalty  or  a  forfeiture,  or  to  any- 
thing in  the  nature  of  a  forfeiture,  either  affecting  his  person  or 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW  YOBK— APRIL,  1869. 


Gharles  Aberaetby  y.  The  Society  of  the  Church  of  the  Puritans. 

hifl  property  (Greeley's  Equity  Evidence,  83,  84 ;  Livingston  v. 
Tom^Jcin9^  4  Johns.  Oh.  415 ;  AUomey-Oeneral  v.  Lucas^  2 
Hare's  R.  566 ;  Henry  v.  The  Sdlina  BanJc,  1  K  Y.  83  ;  ZTjp- 
ridge  v.  StaveUmd^  1  Ves.  Sr.  55  ;  Smith  v.  .fi^^,  1  Atk.  626). 
There  was  no  error,  therefore,  on  the  part  of  the  court,  in  ex- 
cluding this  question. 

It  is  objected  by  the  respondent  that  the  points  now  relied 
upon  by  the  defendant  to  show  that  the  action  could  not  be 
sustained  were  not  raised  or  passed  upon  in  the  court  below. 
If  they  were  not,  they  are  not  available  now  upon  appeal ;  for 
it  is  a  familiar  and  long-established  rule,  applied  alike  in  courts 
of  law  and  equity,  that  the  appellate  tribunal  will  not  reverse 
a  decision  upon  a  point  which  was  never  raised  or  considered 
in  the  court  below,  unless  there  was  a  total  want  of  jurisdiction 
in  the  court  to  grant  the  relief  sought  or  to  give  the  judgment ; 
for  it  was  said  by  Chancellor  Kent,  in  Odaton  v.  Hoyt  (13 
Johns.  677),  tto  court  below  cannot  be  said  to  have  committed 
an  error  when  their  judgment  was  never  called  into  exercise, 
and  the  point  of  law  was  never  taken  into  consideration.  But 
in  the  pi^ent  case,  we  do  not  know  from  anything  which  is 
before  us,  whether  the  points  relied  upon,  were  raised  upon  the 
trial  or  not.  It  appears  from  the  printed  case,  that  when  the 
plaintiff's  testimony  was  closed,  the  defendant  moved  for  a 
dismissal  of  the  complaint ;  that  the  motion  was  denied,  and 
that  the  defendant  excepted ;  but  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
motion  was  made,  if  any  were  stated,  do  not  appear.  It  is 
usual  upon  making  such  a  motion,  to  lay  before  the  court  the 
grounds  upon  which  it  is  founded.  It  is  the  right  of  the  court 
to  know,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  party  who  moves,  if  required, 
to  state  them,  and  where  he  states  his  grounds,  he  will  not  be 
entitled  afterwards  to  have  the  judgment  reversed,  because  the 
motion  ought  to  have  been  granted  upon  another  ground  not 
specified  or  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  court  {BdJcnwp  v. 
Scdley,  UK  Y.  143;  Crook  v.  MaU,  11  Barb.  206,  211). 
Before  the  Code,  a  motion  for  a  nonsuit  brought  up  the  ques- 
tion, whether  the  proof  was  suflScient  to  support  the  declara- 
tion ;  and  if  the  plaintiff  proved  his  case  as  laid,  the  motion 
would  be  denied,  for  the  sufBciency  of  the  declaration  could  be 
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tested  only  by  a  demurrer  or  by  a  motion  in  arrest  of  judg- 
ment {Safford  v.  Stevens,  2  Wend.  168 ;  Kdly  v.  Kelly,  3  Barb. 
419 ;  Van  Vechten  v.  Oravea,  4  Johns.  408 ;  Myer  v.  McLean, 
1  id.  509).  The  Code  has  changed  the  law  in  this  respect  by 
declaring  that  the  defendant  does  not  waive  the  objection  that 
the  complaint  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a 
cause  of  action,  by  omitting  to  raise  it  by  his  answer  or  by  a 
demurrer.  He  may  take  that  objection  at  the  trial,  but  if  he 
omits  to  take  it  there,  he  cannot  afterwards  raise  it  upon 
appeal,  for  the  Code  has  not  gone  the  length  of  declaring  that 
he  does  not  waive  it  by  omitting  to  raise  it  upon  the  trial,  and 
has  not  therefore  changed  the  rule  before  referred  to,  that  a 
decision  will  not  be  reversed  for  error,  upon  a  point  not  raised 
or  considered  in  the  subordinate  tribunal.  For  all  that  appears 
before  us,  this  point  may  have  been  embraced  in  the  motion 
for  a  nonsuit,  and  it  necessarily  would  be,  if  the  court,  without 
requiring  the  defendants  to  state  the  grounds  u^n  which  they 
moved,  disposed  of  the  whole  case  as  it  then  stood  before  it,  as 
matter  of  law.  It  is  sufficient,  therefore,  for  us  to  say,  that  as 
the  case  stood  upon  the  evidence  and  the  pleadings  when  the 
motion  was  made  to  dismiss  the  complaint,  the  action  was  not 
maintainable,  as  there  was  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show 
that  an  assessment  of  fifteen  per  cent,  was  unlawful,  improper, 
or  irregular,  or  that  the  plaintiff  had  paid  or  offered  to  pay  any 
amount  as  his  proportional  part  of  the  sum  to  be  raised.  He 
had  shown  nothing  which  could  give  him  any  standing  in  a 
court  of  equity,  and  the  utter  want  of  foundation  for  the  action 
was  completely  established  by  the  evidence  given  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants,  and  was  available  as  an  answer  to  the 
whole  case  under  the  exceptions  taken  by  them  to  the  findings 
and  decision  of  the  judge.  The  judgment  should  be  reversed 
and  a  new  trial  ordered. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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John  F.  Schepbleb  v.  Henky  Eiskeb. 

The  complaint  ayerred  that  the  plaintiff,  a  broker,  purchased,  at  the  defend- 
ant's reqnesty  and  for  his  account^  ten  thousand  dollars  of  gold  coin,  to  pay 
for  whidi  the  plaintiff  advanced  the  amount  in  currency ;  that,  at  the  same 
time,  the  defendant  deposited  with  the  plaintiff  one  thousand  dollars  as  a 
margin  to  secure  the  plaintiff  against  loss  by 'any  decline  in  the  market 
yalue  of  the  coin;  that  subsequently,  the  market  value  having  declined, 
the  defendant  deporited  two  other  margins  of  one  thousand  dollars  each; 
that  the  market  value  continuing  to  decline,  by  which  such  margins  were 
more  than  absorbed,  the  plaintiff  gave  the  defendant  "  due  notice  in  writ- 
ing,"*  that  unless  he  deposited  a  further  margin  of  ^ve  thousand  dollars 
before  12  o'clock  noon  of  the  following  day,  the  plaintiff  would  sell  the  gold 
without  delay  at  the  market  rate,  and  hold  him  responsible  for  the  differ- 
ence; and  that  the  defendant  having  failed  to  make  good  the  margin  of  five 
thousand  dollars  within  the  time  specified,  the  defendant,  "fmrmatU  to  said 
notice,"  caused  the  gold  to  be  sold  at  the  Gold  Board,  in  the  dty  of  New  York, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  at  the  best  price  attainable,  and  that 
after  deducliDg  the  amount  obtained  for  it,  together  with  the  broker's  commis- 
non,  and  the  government  tax,  there  remained,  and  was  due  to  the  pldntiff,  a 
balance  or  difbrence,  for  the  amount  of  which  judgment  is  prayed. 

Mddf  1.  niat  the  £Mts  alleged  were  suffident  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action  for 
money  laid  out  and  expended  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  defendant. 

S.  By  such  a  transaction,  it  is  necessarily  implied  that  if  the  defendant  should 
fail  to  keep  the  plaintiff  secured  against  loss  by  maintaining  his  margin,  the 
latter  should  have  the  right  to  sell  the  gold  for  his  reimbursement  and  security; 
and  that  in  case  of  such  sale,  fairly  and  justly  made  upon  notice,  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  obtain  the  actual  market  value  at  the  time  of  sale,  the  defendant 
would  pay  the  difference  as  money  laid  out  and  expended  at  his  request  and 
for  hisusei 

4 

5.  It  will  be  inferred  from  the  averments  of  "  due  notice  *  of  intention  to  sell,  and 
of  the  sale  *'  pursuant  to  the  notice,**  that  the  sale  would  be,  and  actually  was 
made,  at  the  time  specified  in  the  notice  at  the  Gold  Board.  If  not  sufficiently 
specific,  the  defendant's  remedy  was  a  motion  to  have  it  made  more  definite 
and  certain,  before  answer. 

4.  No  allegation  of  a  tender  of  the  gold  by  plaintiff,  or  notice  to  the  defendant  to 
redeem  was  necessary.  The  gold  being  held  by  way  of  pledge  or  security,  the 
pledgee  might  sell  upon  giving  reasonable  notice. 

6.  In  the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  a  sale  of  the  gold,  at  the  Gold  Board, 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  will  be  held  to  have  been  the  best  mode  of  disposing 
of  such  an  artide  at  its  market  value. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgrpent  entered  on  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  at  trial  term. 
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The  action  was  brought  to  recover  a  difference  under  a  gold 
contract. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  plaintiff,  at  defendant's  re- 
quest, bought,  for  account  of  defendant,  $10,000  American 
gold  coin,  and  received  from  the  defendant  $1,000  currency,  as 
a  margin.  That  such  margin  was  absorbed  by  the  decline  of 
the  market  value  of  said  gold  coin,  and  on  demand,  defendant 
deposited  $1,000  currency  as  a  further  margin.  Gold  still  de- 
clining, and  the  defendant  failing  to  comply  with  two  several 
requests  for  further  margin,  the  plaintiff  notified  him  that  un- 
less a  further  margin  was  deposited  before  12  o'clock  noon  of  the 
following  day,  the  plaintiff  would  sell  the  gold  without  delay 
at  the  market  rate,  and  hold  defendant  liable  for  the  difference. 
The  defendant  failed  to  deposit  a  further  margin,  and  the 
plaintiff  sold  the  gold  at  the  Gold  Board.  This  action  was 
brought  to  recover  the  difference  between  the  purchase  price  of 
the  gold  and  that  for  which  it  sold.  The  answer  alleged, 
among  other  things,  that  the  whole  transaction  was  in  violation 
of  the  acts  of  Congress,  and  the  statutes  of  the  United  States, 
and  was  void.  Upon  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  read  the  pleadings, 
and  proved  the  interest  on  the  amount  claimed  and  rested. 
The  defendant  moved  to  dismiss  the  complaint,  and  for  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  defendant  on  the  pleadings,  on  the 
grounds  set  forth  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

The  court  denied  the  motion,  and  thereupon  and  without 
further  evidence,  on  the  plaintiff's  motion,  directed  the  jury  to 
find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed. 

From  the  judgment  entered  on  the  verdict,  the  defendant 
appealed  to  the  General  Term. 

Stihoell  <&  Swain,  for  the  appellant. 

Bowdom,  Larooque  cfe  Barlow,  for  the  respondent. 

By  the  Cotjetw — Daly,  F.  J. — ^The  answer  set  up  a  differ- 
ent contract  from  the  one  set  out  in  the  complaint.  The  de- 
fendant abandoned  this  defence,  however,  neither  party  giving 
any  evidence  upon  the  trial,  the  defendant  relying  solely  upon 
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his  motion  to  dismiss  the  complaint  npon  the  ground  that  it 
did  not  contain  facts  8u£Scient  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action. 

The  complaint  averred  substantially,  that  the  plaintiff,  at 
the  time*  stated,  purchased,  at  the  defendant's  request,  and  for 
his  account,  ten  thousand  dollars  of  American  gold  coin,  at  the 
price  of  213f  dollars  of  United  States'  currency  for  one  hun- 
dred dollars  of  the  coin,  that  being  the  current  market  rate  at 
the  time  of  the  purchase.    That  the  plaintiff  advanced  the 
amount,  in  currency,  to  make  the  purchase,  together  with  the 
broker's  commission  of  one-eighth  of  one  per  cent.,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  $21,754.60  United  States'  currency.    That  the 
defendant,  at  the  time  of  the  purchase,  deposited  with  the 
plaintiff  one  thousand  dollars,  as  a  margin    to  secure  the 
plaintiff  against  loss  by  any  decline  in  the  market  value  of  the 
coin.    That  on  a  day  stated,  this  margin  having  been  absorbed 
by  a  decline  in  the  market  value,  the  plaintiff  called  for  a  fur- 
ther margin  of  $1,000,  in  currency,  which  the  defendant  de- 
posited.   That  the  market  value  continuing  to  decline,  and  the 
margins  deposited  having  been  more  than  absorbed  by  such  de- 
cline, the  plaintiff  called  upon  the  defendant  upon  the  15th 
and  upon  the  2l8t  of  March  for  farther  margins,  but  the 
defendant  failed  to  comply ;  whereupon,  the  plaintiff,  upon  the 
.  23d  of  March  following,  gave  the  defendant  due  notice,  in  writ- 
ing, that  unless  he  deposited  with  the  plaintiff  a  further  margin 
of  five  thousand  dollars  before  twelve  o'clock  noon  of  the  fol- 
lowing day,  the  plaintiff  would  sell  the  gold  without  delay,  at 
the  market  rate,  and  hold  him  responsible  for  the  difference. 
That  the  defendant  having  failed  to  make  good  the  margin  of 
$5,000  within  the  time  specified  in  the  notice,  the  plaintiff, 
*^jpur9U(mt  to  said  notice,^'  caused  the  gold  to  be  sold,  at  the 
Gold  Board,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
following  day,  at  the  best  price  attainable  at  the  time  of  the 
sale,  and  that  after  deducting  the  amount  obtained  for  it,  to- 
gether with  the  broker's  commission,  and  the  govemment  tax, 
there  remained  and  was  due  to  the  plaintiff  a  balance  or  differ- 
ence of  $4,753.25,  with  interest,  for  the  recovery  of  which  the 
action  was  brought. 

The  amount  paid  for  the  gold  in  currency  by  the  plaintiff. 
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together  with  the  broker's  commiflsion,  was  money  laid  oat 
and  expended  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  defendant,  and  the  acts  of 
the  parties,  as  detailed  in  the  complaint,  show  very  clearly,  the 
nature  of  the  contract  between  them.  It  was  a  loan  (tf  money 
by  the  plaintiff  to  enable  the  defendant  to  buy  a  certain  amount 
of  gold,  which,  should  it  appreciate  in  value,  would  enure  to 
the  plaintiff's  benefit ;  while,  if  it  should  depreciate,  he  would 
be  subject  to  loss,  involving,  in  that  event,  the  possibility  of 
risk  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  to  guard  against  which  he  was 
to  keep  the  gold  as  security ;  and  to  make  the  security  ample, 
the  defendant  was  to  deposit  with  him  a  sum  of  money  su£Scient 
to  cover,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  decline  in  the  value,  and  in  case 
of  continued  decline,  a  further  sum,  upon  being  requested,  so 
that  the  plaintiff,  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  risk  or  loss,  might 
always  have  in  his  hands  a  margin : — that  is,  an  amount  equal 
to  the  difference  between  the  actual  value  of  the  gold  and  the 
amount  he  had  laid  out  and  expended  in  purchasing  it.  It  is 
necessarily  implied  in  such  a  contract  that  if  the  defendant 
should  fail  to  keep  up  and  maintain  the  margin,  the  plaintiff 
should  have  the  right  to  sell  the  gold  for  his  reimbursement 
and  security,  and  that  if  he  should  do  so,  fairly  and  justly; 
that  is,  upon  notice  to  the  defendant,  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  obtain  the  actual  market  value  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  the  ^ 
defendant  would  pay  the  difference,  as  money  laid  out  and  ex- 
pended at  his  request  and  for  his  use.  (  Wheeler  v.  Newbovldy 
16  K  T.  392 ;  WiUoughJyy  v.  Gomatook,  8  Hill,  889 ;  AUm  v. 
Dyhera^  id,  693 ;  Steams  v.  Marshy  4  Denio,  227 ;  2  Kent's 
Com.  582,  583 ;  2  Story's  Eq.  Jurisp.  §§  1008,  1009.) 

The  grounds  upon  which  the  defendant  moved  for  a  dis- 
missal of  the  complaint,  were — 1.  That  the  contract  alleged  was 
m^al,  invalid,  and  without  consideration;  but  as  that  ground 
was  abandoned  upon  the  argument  before  the  general  term,  it 
need  not  be  considered.  2.  That  the  notice  was  defective  and 
insufficient,  as  it  did  not  specify  any  time  or  place  of  sale. 
The  averment  in  the  complaint  is  that  the  plaintiff  gave  due 
notice  in  writing  to  the  defendant,  that  if  he  did  not  make 
good  the  margin  by  noon  of  the  following  day,  the  plaintiff 
would  sell  the  gold  without  delay,  at  the  market  rate,  and  that 
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the  jflaintiS^  pursuant  to  the  notice^  caused  the  gold  to  be  sold 
at  the  gold  board  on  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day.  It 
will  be  intended  from  this  averment,  that  the  defendant  was  no- 
tified that  it  would  be  sold  immediately  after  noon  of  the  follow- 
ing day,  at  the  gold  board.  This  is  to  be  inferred  from  due  notice 
that  it  would  be  sold,  without  delay,  at  the  market  rate,  and 
that  the  plaintiff,  pursuant  to  the  notice,  caused  it  to  be  sold  at 
the  gold  board.  If  this  geaeral  averment  was  not  sufficiently 
specific,  the  defendant's  remedy  was  a  motion  to  have  it 
made  more  definite  and  certain  before  he  put  in  his  answer. 
3.  That  there  was  no  allegation  of  any  tender  of  the  gold  or  of 
of  any  notice  to  redeem.  No  tender  was  necessary  under  a 
contract  like  this.  The  gold  was  held  by  way  of  pledge  or 
security,  and  the  pledgee  may  sell,  upon  giving  reasonable 
notice  to  the  debtor  to  redeem.  (2  Kent's  Com.  582.)  "  If  the 
debt,"  says  Story,  "for  which  the  pledge  is  given,  is  not  paid 
at  the  stipulated  time,  it  is  not  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  of  prop- 
erty of  the  debtor  therein.  It  simply  clothes  the  creditor  with 
the  authority  to  sell  the  pledge  and  reimburse  himself  for  his 
debt,  interest  and  expenses ;  and  this  authority  to  make  a  sale, 
may  be  exercised  not  only  when  it  is  expressly  so  agreed  be- 
tween the  parties,  but  when  the  agreement  is  silent  upon  the 
subject."  (Story's  Eq.  Jurisp.  §§  1008, 1009.)  "  The  primary, 
and,  indeed,  the  only  purpose  of  the  pledge,"  says  Browk,  J., 
in  Wheder  v.  NeuXxmLd  {mpTa\  '*  is  to  put  it  in  the  power  of 
the  pledgee  to  reimburse  himself  for  the  money  advanced  when 
it  becomes  due  and  remains  unpaid.  The  contract  carries  with 
it  an  implication  that  the  security  shall  be  made  effectual  to 
discharge  the  obligation."  The  notice  that  the  gold  would  be 
sold  without  delay,  after  noon  of  the  following  day,  was  the 
equivalent,  under  a  contract  like  this,  of  the  notice  to  redeem. 
The  redemption,  that  is,  the  prevention  of  the  sale,  would  have 
been  effected  by  making  good  the  margin.  The  defendant  was 
notified  that  unless  he  did  this,  the  gold  would  be  sold.  It  was 
a  commodity,  and  as  a  measure  of  value,  liable  to  fiuctuation 
and  change.  It  had,  between  the  time  of  the  contract,  the4{'b  of 
July,  1866,  and  the  28d  of  March  following,  depreciated  from 
213^  to  148i  in  currency.    The  decline  in  its  value  had  more 
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than  absorbed  the  margin,  which  the  defendant  had  deposited. 
He  had  been  notified  on  the  15th  of  March  to  deposit  a  farther 
margin,  and  again  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  and  failed  to  comply. 
A  notice,  therefore,  on  the  22d  of  March,  that  if  he  did  not 
comply  by  noon  of  the  following  day,  the  gold  would  be  sold, 
was  within  the  rule  laid  down  by  Chancellor  Kent,  "  giving 
reasonable  notice  to  the  debtor  to  redeem,"  under  the  circum- 
stances. 

The  next  ground  relied  upon  was,  that  a  sale  made  at  the 
gold  board  was  not  a  public  sale,  and  was  illegal.  The  de- 
fendant has  not  pointed  out  in  what  respect  a  sale  at  the  gold 
board  was  illegal,  and  we  are  not  able  to  discover  any  grounds 
that  would  make  it  so.  The  obligation  upon  the  plaintiff  was 
to  sell  the  gold  in  good  faith  in  such  a  way  that  it  would  bring 
the  actual  market  value;  and  in  absence  of  anything  before  us  to 
the  contrary,  we  must  infer  that  a  sale  at  the  gold  board  was  a 
proper  mode,  and  that  so  far  as  we  can  be  presumed  to  know 
anything  about  it,  it  was  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  such 
an  article,  at  its  market  value. 

The  last  point  is  that  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  a  conver- 
sion in  selling  the  gold  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner  alleged 
in  the  complaint,  a  point  that  is  sufficiently  answered  by  say- 
ing that  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  sell  it  for  his  indemnity  and 
reimbursement,  the  gold  having  depreciated  below  the  margin 
deposited,  and  the  defendant  being  in  default,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant was  as  fiiUy  and  as  duly  notified  of  the  sale  as  the  law 
requires.    The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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Henby  Abell  V.  Ann  F.  C.  Williams. 
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The  taking  by  a  leasee  of  a  new  lease  of  premises,  during  the  period  of  a  prior 
demise,  creates  a  presmnption  that  a  snrrender  of  the  first  lease  was  intended. 

While  a  tenant  remains  in  possession  even  though  his  term  has  ezpirecf,  he  may 
remove  the  fixtures,  to  which  he  is  entitled,  unless  that  possession  is  under  a 
new  lease.  In  case  of  the  acceptance  of  a  new  lease  which  does  not  give  the 
right  to  remove  the  fixtures,  that  right  is  gone,  and  the  tenant  is  in  the  same 
situation  as  if  Uie  landlord,  bein|y  sgaed  of  the  land  and  fixtures,  had  expressly 
demised  both  to  him]  ""^     ^'"  " 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  court 
below. 

The  facts  are  fully  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

By  the  Coxjet — ^Bbadt,  J. — By  indenture  dated  May  1st, 
1843,  Dominick  Lynch  Lawrence  leased  to  Catharine  Patter- 
son, Ann  F.  0.  McLoughliD,  and  Peter  E.  Patterson,  certain 
lands  in  the  city  of  New  York,  then  known  as  No.  58  Orange 
street,  but  which  subsequently  became  No.  58  Baxter  street,  for 
the  term  of  twenty-one  years  from  said  date,  at  the  rent  of  one 
hundred  dollars  per  year,  payable  quarterly.  The  lease  con- 
tained a  clause  by  which  it  was  provided  that  on  the  last  day  of 
the  term,  or  other  sooner  determination  of  the  estate,  the  de- 
mised premises  were  to  be  yielded  up  to  the  lessor,  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  ^^  except  the  buildings  and  improvements  of  every  kind, 
which  the  parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  shall 
remove  from  the  premises  and  from  the  sidewalks  and  streets 
adjoining  the  same,  unless  the  party  of  the  first  part,  his  heirs 
or  assigns,  shall  elect  to  purchase  the  said  improvements,  and 
pay  therefor  such  amount  as  may  be  satisfactory  to  the  said 
parties  of  the  second  part,  their  heirs  and  assigns."  Subse- 
quently, by  indenture  dated  March  26, 1861,  Mr.  Lawrence  de- 
mised to  Ann  F.  0.  Dugan  (who  was  formerly  Ann  F.  0. 
McLoughlin,  and  afterwards  Ann  F.  0.  Williams),  the  other 
Vol.  m.— a 
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lessees  having  previously  died,  the  house  and  lot  of  ground  now 
known  as  No.  58  Baxter  street,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  to  be 
occupied  for  store  and  dwelling  purposes,  for  four  years  from 
May  1, 1861,  at  the  rent  of  $200  a  year,  payable  quarterly." 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lawrence,  his  estate  was  partitioned, 
and  the  premises  in  question  were  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  by 
deed  dated  June  20,  1864.  The  plaintiff  exhibited  the  deed  to 
the  defendant,  who  afterwards  paid  rent  to  him  for  the  prem- 
ises, but  refused,  although  in  occupation,  to  pay  rent  for  the 
quarter  due  May  1, 1865. 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  last-mentioned  quar- 
ter's rent,  and  the  defendant  pleaded  that  she  had  allowed  the 
assignor  of  her  lessor  to  take  possession  of  the  buildings  on  the 
lot,  and  that  their  value  was  $2,000,  which  she  had  not  been 
paid,  but  she  was  entitled  as  against  the  plaintiff  to  set-off  or 
counter-claim  that  amount. 

The  effect  of  the  lease  of  March  26, 1861,  upon  the  cove- 
mant  respecting  the  taking  away  of  the  buildings  or  the  pay- 
ment of  their  value,  contained  in  the  lease  of  May,  1843,  is  the 
question  which  arises  on  this  appeal. 

The  taking  by  a  lessee  of  a  new  lease  of  premises  during 
the  period  of  a  prior  demise,  is  a  virtuaTllurrender  of  the  first 
lease.  That  is  the  reasonable  and  thel^al^presumption  arising 
from  such  new  lease,  because  its  acceptance  is  an  acknowledg- 
ment by  the  lessee  of  the  right  and  power  of  the  lessor  to  make 
it.  That  legal  presumption  may  be  overcome,  and  when  the 
circumstances  show  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
parties  to  make  such  a  surrender,  the  presumption  will  not 
be  indulged,  and  no  surrender  will  be  established  {Zimnffston  y. 
PoUSj  16  Johns.  E.  28 ;  Van  Reiisada^s  Heirs  v.  Penniman^ 
6  Wend.  5^9). 

The  circumstances  offered  to  be  proved  in  this  case  do 
not  tend  to  destroy  the  legal  inference.  The  new  lease  was  for 
a  further  term  when  the  first  was  about  to  expire,  and  under 
different  covenants  and  of  a  different  demise.  It  granted  the 
house  and  lot  of  ground,  and  contained  no  reference  to  the  pre- 
vious lease  or  any  covenant  therein  contained  under  which  the 
house  was  erected,  and  for  the  possession  of  which,  by  the 
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lessor,  provision  was  made.  The  lessor  had  the  right  to  pur- 
chase the  buildings  erected  if  he  elected  so  to  do,  and  the  pre- 
sumption is  that  he  did  so,  prior  to  the  execution  of  the  second 
lease. 

There  is  another  view,  but  not  necessary  to  be  taken  or  de- 
cided in  this  case.  Independently  of  the  point  of  surrender, 
the  cases  show  that  the  right  of  the  lessee  to  remove  the  build- 
ings was  gone  when  he  accepted  a  new  lease  expressly  demising 
them  to  him,  and  not  reserving  to  him  the  right  to  take  them 
away.  While  a  tenant  remains  in  possession,  even  though  his 
term  has  expired,  he  may  remove  the  fixtures  to  which  he  is  en- 
titled, unless  that  possession  is  under  a  new  lease.  When  a 
tenant  accepts  a  new  lease,  and  the  privil^e  to  remove  the  fix- 
tures is  not  given  by  it,  that  right  is  gone,  and  he  is  in  the  same 
situation  as  if  the  landlord,  being  seized  of  the  land  and  fix- 
tures, had  expressly  demised  both  to  him  (see  Taylor  on  Land- 
lord and  Tenant,  §  552,  and  cases  cited). 

That  is  precisely  the  case  here. 

In  any  aspect,  I  think  the  judgment  below  right,  and  that 
it  should  be  afSrmed 

Judgment  Affirmed. 
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James  Cabtan  v.  The  Father  Matthew  United  Benevolent 

SOOIETT. 

The  by-laws  of  a  miitnal  benevolent  society  prorided  for  the  payment  of  |6  per 
week,  by  the  society,  to  each  member  during  his  sickness  or  disability ;  bat 
farther  provided  that  there  should  be  a  forfeiture  of  each  benefits  for  a  period 
of  three  months  from  and  after  the  liquidation  of  any  arrears  of  daes  by  a 
member.  The  plaintiff,  a  member  of  the  society,  haying  paid  up  his  arrears  of 
dues  in  April,  became  sick  in  May  following.  Held^  in  an  action  by  the  pliuntiff 
against  the  society,  to  recover  |5  per  week  daring  the  period  of  his  sickness, 
that  the  latter  by  law  was  unreasonable,  and  the  plaintiff  could  recover. 

It  is  a  governing  rule  with  regard  to  corporations,  that  their  by-laws  must  be 
reasonable,  and  such  as  are  vexatious,  unequal,  oppressive,  or  manifestly  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  corporadon,  are  void. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Eighth 
Judicial  District  Court. 

This  action  was  brought  to.  recover  $15,  being  the  sum  of 
$5  a  week  for  three  weeks,  alleged  to  be  due  the  plaintiff  as  a 
member  of  the  defendant's  society,  as  benefits  during  sickness, 
under  the  following  by-law :  "  Sec.  4.  Every  member  entitled 
to  benefits  shall,  in  case  of  sickness  or  disability  to  labor,  receive 
five' dollars  a  week  during  the  continuance  of  such  sickness  or 
disability,  except  the  same  be  brought  on  by  improper  con- 
duct." 

It  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  on  April  26th,  1868,  the 
plaintiff  was  six  months  in  arrears  for  dues  and  fines,  which  he 
paid  on  that  day  ;  and  that  he  was  sick  from  May  3d,  to  May 
27th,  1868.  The  defendants  claimed  that  nething  was  due  the 
plaintiff  by  virtue  of  another  by-law  of  the  society,  which 
provided  that  any  member  who  should  be  three  or  more 
months  in  arrears,  should  be  deprived  of  benefits  for  three 
months  after  liquidating  the  same. 

Judgment  was  given  for  the  plaintiff,  from  which  the  de- 
fendants appeal  to  the  general  term  of  this  court. 

Charles  S.  Spencer j  for  appellants. 

David  McAdam,  for  respondent. 
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By  the  Coukt. — Bbady,  J. — The  plaintiff  is  a  member  of 
the  society  which  is  the  defendant  in  this  action.  He  was  sick 
from  the  8d  to  the  27th  of  May,  1868,  and  commenced  this 
action  to  recover  fifteen  dollars,  which  he  claims  under  the 
by-laws  (section  4,  art.  16),  which  provide  that  "  every  member 
entitled  to  benefits- shall,  in  case  of  sickness  or  disability  to 
labor,  receive  five  dollars  a  week  during  the  continuance  of 
Buch  sickness  or  disability,  except  the  same  be  brought  on  by 
improper  conduct."  The  defendants  insist  that  he  had  for- 
feited all  right  to  benefits  during  the  period  of  his  sickness. 
Section  1  of  the  6th  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  society 
declares,  that  there  shall  be  a  public  procession,  in  full  regalia 
and  with  music,  once  in  each  year,  to  celebrate  8t.  Patrick's 
Day,  and  that  every  absent  member  shall  be  fined  one  dollar, 
to  be  collected  as  dues  in,  the  neost  fnanih.  Article  13th  of 
the  by-laws  is  as  follows :  "  Each  member  of  this  society  shall 
•pay  twenty-five  cents  per  month  as  dues."  And  section  1, 
miscellaneous  rules,  page  17  of  the  constitution  and  by-laws, 
declares  that  any  member  who  shall  be  three  or  more  months 
in  arrears,  may  have  a  voice  in  the  society  on  the  payment  of 
the  whole  amount  due,  but  shall  be  deprived  of  benefits  for 
three  months  after  liquidating  the  same.  The  plaintiff  was 
absent  from  the  procession  on  St.  Patrick's  Day,  and  was  fined 
one  dollar,  which  is  equivalent  to  four  months'  dues.  His  fine, 
as  we  have  seen,  became  due  in  April,  and  the  financial  secre- 
tary of  the  society  says,  on  the  17th.  There  is  no  other  evi- 
dence on  that  subject,  and  that  day  must  be  regarded  as  the 
day  in  which  the  fine  became  due,  according  to  the  practice 
and  custom  of  the  society.  The  plaintiff  did  not  pay  it  on 
that  day,  but  did  pay  it  on  the  26th  of  the  month.  It  was  to 
be  collected  as  dues  under  the  constitution,  and  amounting  to 
the  daes  for  four  months,  the  plaintiff  was,  on  the  26th  April, 
in  arrears  for  three  months  or  more ;  and  the  payment  on  that 
day  of  what  was  due,  although  it  gave  him  a  right  to  other 
privil^es,  deprived  him  of  the  benefits  for  three  months  from 
the  payment  of  such  arrears — ^thal  is,  from  the  26th  April,  to 
the  26th  July,  1868,  a  period  which  covered  the  time  during 
which  he  was  sick.    The  act  incorporating  the  defendants  was 
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passed  March  Slst,  1865.  The  second  section  declares  the 
object  and  purposes  of  the  corporation  to  be,  to  promote 
temperance  among  its  members,  and  to  accumulate  a  fund  for 
their  aid  in  case  of  distress,  disability,  sickness,  or  death.  The 
dues  to  be  paid,  and  the  fines  to  be  collected,  are  the  sources 
of  this  contemplated  accnmulation,  and  the  members  of  the 
society  are  the  persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be  paid.  The 
by-law  which  prohibits  a  member  from  benefits  while  he  is 
sick,  deprives  him  of  participating  in  one  of  the  chief  and 
declared  objects  of  the  society,  to  which  he  contributes  by  the 
payment  of  dues  and  fines.  It  is  a  governing  rule  with  regard 
to  corporations,  that  their  by-laws  must  be  reasonable,  and  all 
which  are  vexatious,  unequal,  oppressive,  or  manifestly  detri- 
mental to  the  interests  of  the  corporations,  are  void  (Angell  and 
Ames  on  Corporations,  §  347,  and  cases  cit^d).  Is  the  by-law 
referred  to  unreasonable  ?  I  think  it  is  most  decidedly  so.  If  it 
provided  that  delinquent  members  should  be  deprived  of  benefits 
during  their  delinquency,  it  would  be  otherwise ;  but  this  by-law 
subjects  the  member  to  a  quasi  penalty  after  the  payment  of  his 
dues  and  the  performance  of  his  duty,  and  for  a  prospective 
period  of  three  months.  The  deprivation  to  which  he  is  subjected 
is,  therefore,  based  upon  the  omission  of  a  duty  which  has  been 
discharged ;  although  not  strictly  according  to  the  by-laws,  yet 
fully  and  amply.  It  is  not  only  unreasonable,  but  oppressive 
and  detrimental  to  the  interests  of  the  corporation,  and  one 
which,  being  fully  understood,  it  seems  would  prevent  persons 
from  becoming  members  of  the  society.  It  is  only  necessary, 
however,  that  we  should  regard  it  unreasonable,  that  question 
being  for  the  court  solely  {Commonwealth  v.  Worcester^  8  Pick- 
R,  473).  The  justice  was  right  in  finding  for  the  plaintiff  for 
these  reasons,  and  the  judgment  must  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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FbEDEBIOK     S.     BBITTONy    ASSIGKEB     OF     GeOBGE     ScHEUCH    V. 

Chasleb  Lobenz,  Thomas    Cbovtb,   and   Fbancib    Hoff- 

BAUEB. 

s 
In  an  action  by  a  general  assignee,  under  the  statute  (Laws  of  1868,  chap.  814> 
Laws  of  1860,  chap.  848),  it  is  competent  for  the  plaintiff  to  show  that  a  bill  of 
sale  transferring  the  whole  of  the  debtor^s  property,  to  recoyer  which  the 
action  is  brought^  though  absolute  on  its  face,  was  in  reality  intended  to  oper- 
ate as  a  general  aarignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  with  preferences. 

The  statute  is  imperative,  that  every  assignment  of  a  debtor's  property  made  to 
an  assignee  in  trust  for  creditors,  shall  be  in  writing,  and  duly  acknowledged 
before  its  delivery  to  the  assignee;  and  every  attempt  to  create  such  a  trust  by 
another  and  different  mode  from  that  prescribed  by  the  statute,  is  absolutely 
void,  and  no  title  will  pass. 

A  Un  of  sale,  absolute  on  its  face,  is  conclusive  only  as  between  the  parties  to  it 
It  may  be  impeached  by  third  parties^  and  declared  void  upon  the  ground  of 
fraud,  or  for  the  reason  that  it  was  given  for  a  purpose  different  from  what 
spears  on  its  &oe,  when  the  purpose  is  one  that  cannot  be  lawfully  effected  in 
that  way. 

The  rale  which  precludes  a  professional  adviser  from  disdoeing  what  occurred 
between  himself  and  his  client,  was  intended  for  the  client's  benefit,  and  the 
latter  consenting,  such  evidence  is  admissible. 

Testimony  as  to  what  occurred  between  an  insolvent  debtor  and  one  of  his  credit- 
ors, to  whom  the  former  was  about  to  make  a  bill  of  sale,  but  before  its  execu- 
tion, as  to  what  it  was  best  for  the  insolvent  to  do,  is  admissible  as  part  of  the 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  this  court,  entered  upon  a  de- 
cision of  Judge  Brady,  without  a  jury. 

This  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  general  as- 
signee of  Gteorge  Scheuch,  an  insolvent  under  the  act  of  1860, 
to  recover  certain  property,  which  had  been  conveyed  to  the 
defendants  by  a  bill  of  sale.  On  the  3d  of  April,  1865,  George 
Scheuch,  a  merchant,  doing  business  at  No.  1  Park  place,  was 
indebted  to  various  persons  for  borrowed  money  and  goods 
.  sold.  The  defendants,  partners  under  the  name  of  Lorenz, 
Crofts  &  Co.,  were  his  largest  creditors. 
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•  About  tfae  2d  of  April,  Scheuch  found  himself  pecuniarily 
embarraseed,  and  advised  with  his  brother,  who  undertook  to 
consult  with  the  defendants,  because  of  the  friendship  which 
had  existed,  and  the  large  indebtedness  to  them.  He  told  Mr. 
Lorenz,  after  showing  to  him  the  nature  of  his  brother's  indebt- 
edness, and  the  amount  of  his  assets,  that  he  had  advised  him 
to  pay  his  confidentials,  and  after  that  the  balance  of  his 
creditors,  as  far  as  he  could,  and  this  was  assented  to  by  Mr. 
Lorenz  as  the  proper  course  to  be  pursued,  and,  on  the  follow- 
ing, day,  George  Scheuch  and  defendants  were  brought  together 
by  Scheuch's  brother,  to  carry  out  the  suggestion. 

It  was  then  proposed  by  Mr.  Lorenz  that  Scheuch  should 
make  a  biU  of  sale  to  the  defendants  of  all  his  property,  the 
borrowed  money  owing  to  be  paid  in  full,  the  goods  not  to  be 
removed,  and  in  two  or  three  days  it  was  believed  a  settlement 
could  be  eflTected  by  defendants  with  all  of  the  creditors. 

Mr.  Scheuch  and  Mr.  Crofts  went  to  the  office  of  Mr.  Dick- 
inson, an  attorney.  The  settlement  to  be  effected  with  the 
creditors  was  discussed,  and  directions  were  given  to  draw  a 
bill  of  sale.  No  agreement  was  made  as  to  the  value  of  the 
property,  but  Mr.  Crofts  suggested  that  the  consideration  to  be 
inserted  should  be  $15,000.  Scheuch  had  occasion  to  leave  the 
office  for  a  few  moments,  and  the  consideration  was  altered  to 
$10,000,  in  order  to  save  five  dollars  of  stamp  duty.  At  the 
same  time,  Mr.  Scheuch  delivered  to  defendants  a  check  for 
$500,  and  assigned  the  lease  of  bis  store.  The  defendants  now 
allege,  by  answer,  that  this  was  intended  as  an  absolute  sale  of 
all  Scheuch's  property  to  them  for  $10,000.  A  general  assign- 
ment was  made,  in  compliance  with  the  act  of  1860,  to  the 
plaintiff. 

The  court,  upon  the  trial,  found,  amongst  others,  as  mat- 
ters of  fact, 

"  That  the  consideration  expressed  on  the  face  of  said  al- 
leged bill  of  sale  was  $10,000,  but  that  such  alleged  considera- 
tion was  nominal,  and  that  there  was  no  consideration  what- 
ever paid  therefor,  nor  for  said  check. 

'^  That  said  bill  of  sale  was  made  and  executed  by  said 
Scheuch,  and  said  check  delivered,  and  said  lease  transferred, 
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to  the  defendants  in  truBt,  to  convert  the  Baid  goods  and  other 
property,  into  money,  and  to  collect  the  debts  due  said  Scheuch, 
and  out  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  first,  to  pay  the  debts  of  the 
said  Scheuch,  which  he  owed  for  borrowed  money ;  and  second, 
to  distribute  the  balance  thereof  pro  rata  among  all  the  credit- 
ors of  said  Scheuch,  and  that  defendants  accepted  said  trust. 

^^  That  said  bill  of  sale  so  made  in  trust  as  aforesaid,  was  not 
before  the  delivery  thereof  to  the  defendants,  nor  has  it  been 
at  any  time  since,  acknowledged,  in  any  manner,  before 
any  officer  or  other  person  authorized  to  take  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  deeds ;  nor  was  any  certificate  of  such  acknowl- 
edgment, in  any  manner,  endorsed  upon  said  assignment  or 
bill  of  sale  at  any  time. 

^'  That  under  color  of  said  assignment  or  bill  of  sale,  the 
defendants  herein  took  possession  of  said  goods  and  other  prop- 
erty covered  thereby,  and  removed  the  same  to  their  own  store, 
and  have  converted  the  same  to  their  own  use. 

"  That  the  defendants  have  refused,  in  any  manner,  to  carry 
out  the  trusts  upon  which  said  bill  of  sale  was  given. 

"  That  the  plaintiff  duly  became  the  assignee,  in  trust  for 
the  creditors,  of  George  Scheuch,  by  virtue  of  an  assignment 
bearing  date  April  8th,  1865;  and  thereupon  undertook  to 
execute  the  trusts  under  said  assignment. 

"  That  the  plaintiff,  as  such  assignee,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  this  action,  demanded  from  the  defendants  the  delivery 
of  the  said  property,  &c." 

Upon  the  foregoing  facts,  the  court  found  and  decided  as 
matters  of  law : 

'^  That  the  instrument  executed  by  the  said  George  Scheuch 
to  the  defendants  herein,  on  the  3d  day  of  April,  1865,  purport- 
ing to  be  a  bill  of  sale,  and  the  transfer  of  the  check  and  lease 
aforesaid,  was  in  trust  to  defendants,  to  convert  the  property 
and  choses  in  action  in  said  bill  of  sale  referred  to,  and  also  said 
check  and  lease,  into  money,  and  out  of  the  proceeds  thereof  to 
pay,  first,  the  debts  said  Scheuch  owed  for  borrowed  money ; 
and  second,  to  distribute  the  residue  thereof  among  all  his 
general  creditors ;  and  was  in  the  nature  of  a  voluntary  assign- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  with  preference. 


Digitized  by 


Q^oo^z 


26  COUBT  OP  COMMON  FLEAS. 

Briftton  T.  Lorau. 

"  That  neither  said  biQ  of  sale,  nor  the  transfer  of  said 
check  and  lease,  operated  as  or  was  a  valid  assignment  for  any 
purpose  whatever ;  nor  can  said  instnunent  operate  as  a  bill  of 
sale  to  defendants,  and  was  and  is  of  no  force  or  effect. 

^^  That  the  assignment  made  and  executed  by  said  Qeorge 
Schench  to  the  plaintiff  herein,  on  the  8th  day  of  April,  was 
and  is  a  good  and  valid  assignment,  and  conveyed  to  the  said 
plaintiff  all  the  property  included  in  said  bill  of  sale,  and  also 
the  right  to  the  check  and  lease  aforesaid,  or  the  avails  thereof, 
and  the  plaintiff  was  thereupon  entitled  to  the  delivery  to  him, 
as  such  assignee,  of  all  the  property  and  other  effects  covered 
by  said  bill  of  sale. 

^^  That  defendants  having  converted  the  said  property  and 
effects  of  said  Oreorge  Schench,  covered  by  said  bill  of  sale  and 
said  check  and  lease,  to  their  own  use,  must  pay  to  the  plaint- 
iff^ as  assignee  of  said  Schench,  the  value  thereofl 

^^  That  the  plaintiff,  as  assignee  of  Gborge  Scheuch,  is  en* 
titled  to  judgment  against  the  defendants  herein  for  the  sum 
of  $20,609.83,  and  costs." 

Judgment  having  been  entered  upon  the  findings,  the  de- 
fendants appealed  to  the  general  term. 

Walter  Dwrack  and  Henry  D.  Lajpaugh^  for  appellants. 
Brown^  HaU  ds  Vanderpaely  for  respondent. 

Dalt,  F.  J. — The  right  of  a  general  assignee  to  bring  such 
an  action  as  this  is  expressly  given  by  statute  {Laws  of  New 
York,  1858,  p.  506). 

In  such  an  action  it  is  competent  for  the  plaintiff  to  show 
that  a  bill  of  sale  transferring  the  whole  of  the  debtor's  prop^ 
erty,  though  absolute  upon  its  face,  was,  in  reality,  intended  to 
operate  as  a  general  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  with 
preferences,  which,  under  gur  statute,  cannot  be  done  except  in 
the  mode  which  the  statute  has  provided  {Zatos  of  JTew  York^ 
1860,  p.  594 ;  IbirchUd  v.  Gvyynne,  16  Abb.  28 ;  Cook  v.  Edhf, 
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12  Id.  35;  1  Greenleafs  Evidence,  §§  248,  279;  1  Smith's 
Leading  Cases,  154, 168, 169,  170). 

Where,  as  in  this  case,  the  statute  is  imperative  in  respect 
to  every  conveyance  or  assignment  of  the  reei  or  personal  prop- 
erty of  a  debtor,  made  to  an  assignee  in  trust  for  creditors,  that 
it  shall  be  in  writing  and  dniy  acknowledged  in  tlie  manner 
provided  by  the  statute,  before  the  delivery  of  it  to  the  assignee, 
every  attempt  to  execute  such  a  trust  by  another  and  different 
mode  from  that  of  the  statute,  is  absolutely  void,  and  no  title 
will  pass.  The  statute  is  entitled, "  An  Act  to  secure  to  credit- 
ors a  just  division  of  the  estates  of  debtors  who  convey  to  as- 
signees for  the  benefit  of  creditors."  It  was  passed  to  prevent 
the  enormous  abuses  which  had  arisen  before  its  passage,  by 
permitting  debtors  to  as^gn  voluntarily  their  property,  orally, 
or  in  writing,  to  assignees, /or  the  payment  of  their  debts,  giv- 
ing preferences,  without  any  check  or  safeguard  to  secure  credit- 
ors against  dishonest  debtors  acting  in  combination  with  un- 
scrupulous assignees,  to  prevent  tlieir  property  from  being 
applied  upon  judgments  and  executions  to  the  satisfaction  of 
their  debts ;  such  conveyances  being  largely  resorted  to  as  a 
cover,  to  defeat  the  creditor  and  secure  the  property,  or  its  avails, 
ultimately  and  secretly,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  debtor. 
Indeed,  as  all  connected  with  the  administration  of  justice  be- 
fore the  passage  of  this  statute  knew,  the  instances  were  so 
many  and  the  abuse  so  general,  as  to  become  a  reproach  to 
the  jurisprudence  of  the  State,  as  contradistinguished  from 
that  of  other  States  and  other  countries,  and  the  undoubted 
purpose  of  this  act  was  to  afford  some  remedy  by  the  various 
provisions  requiring  such  a  trust  to  be  executed  by  an  instru- 
ment in  writing,  duly  acknowledged  before  a  public  officer,  be^ 
fore  it  could  take  effect  as  a  conveyance,  and  providing  for  the 
filing,  with  a  judicial  officer,  within  a  given  time,  of  a  full  in- 
ventory of  all  the  debtor's  estate,  and  a  true  account  in  writing 
of  all  his  creditors,  with  their  places  of  residence  and  the 
amount  respectively  due  to  dach ;  an  affidavit  by  the  debtor  of 
the  truth  of  the  account  of  his  creditors  and  of  his  property, 
and  requiring  the  assignee  to  give  a  bond  for  the  faithful  dis- 
charge of  his  duty,  in  an  amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  county 
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judge,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the  officer ;  be- 
fore the  assignee  could  sell,  dispose  of,  or  conv^  the  property 
to  the  purposes  of  the  trust;  with  other  provisions  in  this  and 
in  subsequent  statutes  {Laws  of  JVew  Tarkj  1867,  vol.  11,  p. 
2163),  by  whick  the  assignee,  afi«r  the  lapse  of  a  year,  can  be 
compelled  to  account  before  the  judge  in  the  same  summary  way 
in  which  executors  and  administrators  are  compelled  to  account 
before  surrogates.  One  of  the  rules  laid  down  by  the  judges  in 
JSeydon^s  Casey  8  Coke's  Eep.  7,  for  the  interpretation  of  stat- 
utes is,  what  was  the  mischief  and  defect  against  which  the  law 
did  not  previously  provide  ?  And  where  a  statute  is  passed  to 
remedy  an  existing  abuse,  and  declare  that  a  particular  act 
shall  be  done  in  a  certain  way,  it  shows  that  no  discretion  was 
intended  to  be  given  ;  that  it  cannot  be  done  lawfully  in  any 
other  way ;  the  statute  being  imperative  and  not  simply  direct- 
ory (2  Coke's  Institutes,  888 ;  Co.  litt.  11,  42 ;  Davidson  v. 
Gillj  1  East,  64;  OoOins  v.  Blantem,  2  Wils.  847;  Dwarris 
on  Statutes,  693, 694,  697, 715  ;  Tomlin's  Law  Diet.,  Statute  ii). 

A  bill  of  sale,  absolute  upon  its  face,  is  conclusive  only  as 
between  the  parties  to  it.  It  may  be  impeached  by  third 
parties,  and  declared  void  upon  the  ground  of  firaud,  or  for 
the  reason  that  it  was  given  for  a  purpose  other  and  different 
from  what  appears  upon  the  face  of  it,  when  the  purpose  in- 
tended to  be  effected  is  one  that  cannot  be  lawfully  done  in 
that  way,  either  as  being  against  the  express  provisions,  or  as 
contravening  the  general  policy  and  intent,  of  a  statute  {Staines 
V.  Wavnvyrigldy  6  Bing.  N.  C,  174;  1  Q-reenleaf  on  Evidence, 
§§  279, 248 ;  1  Smith's  Leading  Cases,  168  to  171).  An  instru- 
ment shown  to  have  been  designed  for  such  a  purpose,  may  be 
avoided  at  the  suit  of  a  judgment  creditor ;  and  under  the  act 
of  1858,  before  referred  to,  an  assignee,  receiver,  or  other 
trustee  of  an  insolvent  estate,  may  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
or  others  interested  in  the  estate  held  in  trust,  disafiirm  and 
treat  as  void  any  act  done,  or  transfer  or  agreement  made,  in 
fraud  of  the  right  of  any  one  interested  in  the  estate  held  by 
such  assignee  or  trustee. 

It  is  abundantly  shown  by  the  evidence  not  only  that  the 
bill  of  sale  was  given,  as  the  judge  has  found,  with  the  inten- 


Digitized  by 


Q^oo^z 


NEW  YOEK— MAY,  1869.  29 

Britton  v.  Lorenz. 

tion  that  the  conveyance  should  take  effect  and  be  carried  out 
as  a  voluntary  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  with 
preferences ;  but  also  that  the  defendants,  after  they  got  the  prop- 
erty into  their  possession,  attempted  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
transfer,  as  if  it  were  what  it  purported  to  be  upon  the  face  of 
the  instrument,  an  absolute  transfer  of  the  property  tor  them. 
The  whole  transaction,  therefore,  being  void,  the  plaintiff,  as 
an  assignee  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  was  entitled  to  receive 
the  value  of  the  property  to  be  distributed  as  the  effects  of  the 
debtor,  under  the  trust  in  the  assignments. 

There  was  no  objection  to  the  witness  Dickinson  stating 
what  occurred  at  his  ofiSce,  in  his  presence,  between  Scheuch 
and  Crofts.  If  he  stood  in  a  confidential  relation  to  anybody, 
it  was  to  Scheuch  ;  and  Scheuch  stated  publicly  in  court,  that 
he  was  willing  that  the  witness  should  state  everything  that 
occurred  there.  The  rule  which  precludes  a  professional 
adviser  from  disclosing  what  occurred  between  himself  and 
his  client,  was  meant  for  the  client's  benefit.  The  great  object 
of  the  rule,  as  Mr.  Greenleaf  has  remarked,  is,  that  the  entire 
professional  intercourse  between  attorney  and  client,  whatever 
it  may  have  consisted  in,  should  be  protected  by  profound 
secrecy  (1  Greenleaf 's  Evidence,  §  240) ;  and  that  the  object 
designed  in  treating  all  such  communications  as  privileged  was 
the  client's  protection  only,  is  apparent  in  the  reasons  given 
for  the  rule  by  Lord  Brougham,  in  Cheenaugh  v.  GaskeU^  (1 
My.  &  K.,  102,  103),  and  in  Bolton  v.  The  Corparainxm  of 
Liverpocly  (Id.,  94,  95) ;  and  by  Justice  BuUer,  in  his  treatise 
upon  the  Law  of  Nisi  Prius,  p.  284,  and  afterward  reiterated 
by  him,  in  WiUon  v.  liasteU  (4  T.  E.,  759),  that "  it  is  the 
privilege  of  the  client,  and  not  of  the  counsel  or  attorney."  If 
the  client  is  willing  that  it  should  be  disclosed ;  if  it  is  his 
interest,  as  it  may  be  in  a  case  like  this,  that  it  should  be,  there 
is  no  reason  for  enforcing  the  rule.  Thus,  in  Merle  v.  Moore 
(By.  &  Moo.,  390),  Chief  Justice  Best,  at  nid  prius,  allowed 
the  attorney  for  a  bankrupt  to  tell  what  was  communicated  to 
him  by  the  bankrupt,  to  show  that  a  deed  which  the  attorney 
drew,  and  which  the  bankrupt  executed,  of  all  his  property, 
was  fraudulent — the  bankrupt  being  present  and  consenting — 
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— —       _  _    _     .       _  . 

upon  the  ground  that  the  privilege  was  the  privilege  of  the 
client,  and  that  he  might  waive  it ;  a  case  B(t  nearly  resembling 
this,  upon  the  objection  raised,  that  it  may  be  regarded  as  in 
point. 

The  indebtedness  of  Scheuch  to  the  house  of  Curtis  & 
Co.  in  the  month  of  April,  was  a  proper  inquiry ;  and  the 
whole  of  the  conversation,  afterwards  detailed  As  taking  place 
between  himself  and  the  defendant  Hoffbaur,  was  a  part  of 
the  res  gestcBj  and  a  very  important  part ;  and  the  same  remark 
applies  to  the  objection  to  George  Scheuch's  testifying  to  what 
occurred  between  himself  and  the  defendant  Lorenz,  before  the 
execution  of  the  bill  of  sale,  as  to  what  it  was  best  for  the 
insolvent  to  do.  .The  statement  which  the  witness  produced, 
showing  the  extent  of  the  insolvent's  indebtedness,  which  the 
witness  thought  it  likely  he  received  from  one  of  the  defendants, 
or  which,  at  all  events,  lay  upon  the  table,  was  properly  received, 
being,  as  the  judge  said,  a  part  of  the  res  gestm. 

I  can  see  no  possible  objection  to  the  question  put  to  the 
witness,  upon  his  cross-examination  as  to  whether  he  was  not 
mistaken  as  to  the  renewal  of  the  lease  ;  and  the  appellants' 
counsel,  in  his  points,  has  not  drawn  our  attention  to  any 
grounds  for  his  objection.  The  question  put  to  the  defendant 
Lorenz :  Had  you  any  intention  of  taking  a  bill  of  sale  in  trust 
to  pay,  confidential?  was  properly  overruled.  The  inquiry  was 
not  what  he  had  intended,  but  what  was  the  actual  agreement 
between  the  defendants  and  the  insolvent,  to  be  determined  by 
his  and  their  acts  and  declarations. 

The  evidence  seems  to  be  sufficient  to  show  that  the  value 
found  was  not  too  great.  George  Scheuch  testified  that  the 
stock,  at  its  cash  price,  amounted  to  $21,400 ;  and  the  judge 
has  found  that  it,  the  check  and  the  value  of  the  lease,  amounted 
to  $18,860.  Beyond  this,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  over  the 
twenty-four  other  exceptions  taken  to  the  judge's  findings,  except 
to  say,  in  general  terms,  that  the  facts  found,  which  are  excepted 
to,  are  legitimate  deductions  from  the  evidence,  and  fully  sus- 
tained by  it ;  and  that  the  conclusions  of  law  upon  the  'facts 
found,  are  in  conformity  with  the  view  of  the  law  already 
expressed. 

The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 
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Barbettt,  J. — It  is  quite  immaterial  whether  the  purposes 
fiongbt  to  be  subserved  bj  the  bill  of  sale  in  question  were 
honest  or  fraudulent.    In  either  case,  the  plaintiff  could  main- 
tain an  action  for  the  property  thus  sought  to  be  transferred. 
If  honest,  that  is,  if  intended,  by  a  secret  trust,  to  operate  as 
an  assignment  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  as  the  learned  judge 
has  found  upon  amply  sufficient  evidence,  it  was  void,  and  no 
title  passed;    for  the  reason  that  the  instrument  was  not 
acknowledged  before  delivery,  as  imperatively  required  by  the 
Act  of  1860  chap.  848 ;  {Hardmann  v.  JSowen^  39  N.  T.,  196; 
Cook  V.  KeUy,  12  Abb.  P.  E.,  85 ;  FairohUd  v.  Ovyynne,  16 
Abb.  P.  R.,  23;  Adams  v.  Houghton,  8  Abb.  P.  R.  (N.  S.), 
46).     Even   if  collusive,  the  general  assignee,  subsequently 
created,  is  expressly  authorized  by  statute  to  recover  back  the 
property  for  the  benefit  of  the  creditors  (Laws  of  1858,  chap. 
314).    The  effect  of  this  act  is  to  give  such  assignee  the  same 
standing  in  court  as  a  judgment  creditor  or  receiver  in  pro- 
ceedings supplementary  to  execution.    The  act  has  evidently 
been  overlooked  by  the  appellant,  and  it  is  conclusive  against 
his  principal  points. 

The  objection  to  the  testimony  of  the  witness  Dickinson 
was  properly  overruled.  He  was  merely  employed  to  do  a 
specific  act, but  was  not  consulted  professionally;  nor  was  there 
anything  confidential  in  the  conversation  which  he  narrated. 

The  testimony  of  Charles  W.  Scheuch  was  also  clearly 
admissible.  The  plaintiff,  as  the  representative  of  the  credit- 
ors, was  not  concluded  by  the  bill  of  sale.  He  had  a  right  to 
go  behind  the  mere  form,  and  to  show  the  substance.  But 
irrespective  of  his  statua,  the  testimony  was  proper,  whether 
treated  as  practically  inquiring  into  the  consideration,  or  as 
proving  a  trust,  or  upon  the  principle  which  admits  evidence 
to  show  that  a  deed,  absolute  on  its  face,  was  in  fact  intended 
as  a  mortgage.  The  objection  comes,  too,  with  bad  grace  from 
the  defendants,  who,  having  by  their  answer,  planted  themselves 
upon  this  bill  of  sale,  as  bona  fide  purchasers,  are  thus  convicted, 
by  the  finding  based  in  part  upon  this  evidence,  of  an  attempt 
to  evade  the  trust,  and  to  secure  Scheuch's  property  for  their 
own  exclusive  benefit. 
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The  remaining  objections  are  nnimportant,  and  unworthy 
of  special  notice.  No  reason  is  given  in  their  support,  and  they 
are  clearly  untenable. 

The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 


Maky  McLatn  v.  The  Mayob,  Aldeemen  and  Commonalty 
OP  THE  City  op  New  York. 

An  act  of  tlie  legiaUtnre  which  oontaine  proviflions  of  a  general  character  is  to  be 
regarded  as  a  public  act,  although  its  title  indicates  that  it  is  a  local  act  and  the 
proYisions  generally  are  of  local  application.  Unless  it  is  in  all  respects  local, 
it  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  public  act 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1867  (Laws  of  1867,  toL  2,  p  1606),  declaring,  among 
other  things,  that  hereafter  all  actions  against  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Ck>m- 
monalty  of  New  York,  shall  be  brought  in  the  Supreme  Ck>urt,  which  court 
shall  have  ezclusiTe  cogniamoe  of  such  actions,  is  a  public,  and  not  a  local  act, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  and  need  not  be  pleaded. 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  at  special  term 
on  demurrer  to  the  plaintiff's  complaint. 

The  complaint  alleged  the  infancy  of  the  plaintiff  and  the 
appointment  of  James  McLain  as  her  guardian  ad  litem^  and 
"  that  on  or  for  a  long  time  previous  to  the  20th  of  November, 
1865,  the  defendants  negligently,  in  violation  of  their  duty  in 
that  behalf,  suffered  and  permitted  to  be  and  remain  open,  un- 
covered and  unguarded  and  unprotected  in  any  way  an  area  in 
the  public  sidewalk,  in  that  portion  of  the  public  street  or 
highway  known  as  East  12th  street,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
in  front  of  the  house  and  premises  known  as  No.  24  East  12th 
street,  which  said  area  is  about  three  feet  six  inches  deep,  ex- 
tending towards  the  centre  of  the  street  about  three  feet  six 
inches  from  the  front  walls  of  said  house,  No.  24,  and  longi- 
tudinally along  the  whole  front  of  said  house  from  the  easterly 
line  thereof,  westerly  to  the  end  of  the  house  and  platform 
stoop  of  the  house  No.  22  East  12th  street,  in  which  the  plaintiff 
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then  resided."  That  on  the  26th  of  November,  1866,  "  while 
stADding  on  the  platform  stoop  of  her  father's  house,  she  inad- 
vertently made  a  misstep  and  fell  into  the  anprotected  area  of 
the  adjoining  house,"  and  that  afterwards,  and  on  the  29th  day 
of  November,  1865,  "  while  stepping  over  and  upon  the  same 
stoop,  she  inadvertently  stumbled  and  again  fell,  head  fore- 
most," into  the  same  area.  That  the  proper  statat<»'y  demands 
had  been  made  on  the  Oomptroller,  and  the  .plaintiff  demanded 
judgment  for  $10,000  damages  for  the  injuries  thus  sustained. 
The  defendants  demurred  to  the  complaint  on  the  grounds : 

1.  That  the  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  action. 

2.  That  the  complaint  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  con- 
stitute a  cause  of  action. 

The  special  term  gave  judgment  for  the  defendaofta,  dis^ 
missing  the  complaint,  with  costs. 

From  this  judgment,  the  plaintiff  Appealed  to  the  General 
Term. 

A.  K.  HadUyy  for  appellant 

Hichard  (y  Gorman^  for  respondents. 

Br  THE  CouBT. — Brady,  J. — ^The  plaintiff,  who  is  an  infant, 
brought  this  action,  through  her  guardian  ad  liteniy  to  recover 
for  injuries  sustained  by  the  negligence  of  the  defendants. 
They  demur  to  the  complaint  on  two  grounds : 

L  That  the  complaint  does  not  state  facts  sufficient  te  con- 
stitute a  cause  of  action,  and 

2.  That  this  court  has  no  jurisdiction  of  the  action. 

Tlie  court,  at  special  term,  awarded  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendants on  the  demurrer,  and  the  plaintiff  appeals. 

In  the  disposition  of  this  appeal,  it  will  be  necessary  only 
to  consider  the  second  ground  of  demurrer.  The  defendant 
invokes  the  concluding  part  of  section  six  of  the  act  of  1867 
(2d  vol.  Laws,  1606),  authorizing  the  Supervisors  to  raise 
money  by  tax  for  the  use  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  and 
Vol.  IIL^S 
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county  of  New  York,  &c.,  which  declares  as  follows:  "And 
hereafter  all  actions  against  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
monalty of  said  city,  shall  be  brought  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  first  judicial  district,  which  court  shall  have  exclusive 
cognizance  of  such  actions." '  The  plaintiflf,  admitting  the  force 
of  the  statute,  nevertheless  insists  that  it  is  in  contravention  of 
Art.  3,  §  16,  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that  "no 
private  or  local  bill,  which  may  be  passed  by  the  legislature, 
shall  embrace  more  than  one  subject,  and  that  shall  be  expressed 
in  the  title."  The  question  presented  is,  whether  the  act 
referred  to  is  a  private  or  local  one.  Acts  of  a  kindred  char- 
acter have  been  declared  to  be  local  {Outwater  v.  The  Mayor^ 
dko.  18  How.  Pr.  Eep.  572 ;  Joyce  v.  The  Mayor ^  c&o.  20  How. 
Pr.  Rep.  439 ;  Sim  Mutual  Ins.  Co.  v.  The  Mayor^  (&c.  4  Seld. 
241).  They  diflfered  from  the  act  of  1867,  in  this,  however, 
that  the  provision  supposed  to  be  objectionable,  was  not  in  itself 
a  public  act,  if  extracted  from  the  context,  but  was  incidental 
to  the  main  subject,  and  therefore  an  appropriate  part  of  it. 
The  act  of  1867  is  not  to  be  deemed  a  private  or  local  act,  be- 
cause its  title  so  indicates.  Its  character  is  to  be  determined 
by  its  provisions  and  not  by  its  title  {The  People  v.  McCamij 
16  N.  T.  58) ;  and  applying  this  rule,  the  provision  relating  to 
the  court  in  which  actions  shall  be  commenced  against  the  city, 
affecting,  as  it  does,  all  persons  alike,  whether  in  or  out  of  the 
county,  is  a  general  one  which  determines  the  character  of  the 
statute  to  be  public,  and  that  provision  is  not  void  by  reason 
of  its  being  contained  in  the  same  act  with  provisions  of  a  local 
character  {The  People  v.  McCann,  eupra).  The  rule  estab- 
lished by  that  case,  as  I  understand  it  is,  that  if  an  act  be 
passed  which  contains  provisions  of  a  general  character,  it  ia 
to  be  regarded  as  a  public  act,  although  its  title  indicates  that 
it  is  a  local  act,  and  the  provisions  generally  are  of  local  appli- 
cation. It  may  be  stated  also  in  this  way.  Unless  the  act  is 
in  all  respects  local,  it  is  a  public  act,  and  to  be  so  regarded. 
The  insertion  of  a  provision  of  a  public  character  changes  the 
nature  of  the  act,  and  makes  what  would  otherwise  be  a  local, 
a  public  statute.  The  act  of  1867,  containing  a  general  enact- 
ment, is  therefore  a  public  and   not  a  local  act,  within  the 
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meaning  of  the  Constitntion.  The  precise  question  herein  con- 
sidered, was  passed  upon  by  the  general  term  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  this  city,  and  the  same  result  arrived  at.  The  act 
was  declared  to  "be  public,  and  not  within  the  prohibition  of 
the  Constitution  referred  to  {JBretz  v.  The  Mayor^  Ac.  36  How. 
Pr.  130). 

The  judgment  of  the  special  term  must  be  afSrmed. 

"^  Judgment  affirmed. 


Henby  Babkasd  ^.  William  A.  Kobbe  and  Othebs. 

In  an  action  by  a  consignor  against  his  consignee  for  the  conyersion  of  certain* 
goods  consigned  for  sale,  the  defendants'  answer  ayerred  that  the  goods  had 
been  levied  on  as  the  property  of  a  third  person,  to  whose  attaching  creditor, 
or  to  the  sheriff,  under  the  attachment,  they  had  paid  the  proceeds  of  the  goods. 
MMt  that  the  answer  was  friyoloos.  A  baUee  cannot  in  general,  dispute  his 
bailor^s  title ;  and  m  this  case,  the  property  was  not  taken  by  due  process  of 
law  so  as  to  exonerate  the  bailee. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  an  order  of  Daly,  K  J.,  at 
Special  Term,  granting  judgment  on  the  answer  as  frivolous. 

The  action  was  brought  on  the  28th  day  of  September,  1868, 
to  recover  the  proceeds  of  certain  merchandise  named  in  the 
complaint,  consigned  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants  in  the 
month  of  May,  1868,  to  be  sold  by  the  defendants.  The  answer 
interposed  by  the  defendants  admitted  the  consignment  of  the 
goods,  but  set  up  that  on  the  23d  day  of  May,  1868,  the  mer- 
chandise in  question,  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  were  levied 
upon  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  New  York,  as  the  property 
of  one  Emanuel  M.  Arnstein^  by  virtue  of  a  certain  warrant  of 
attachment  in  favor  of  Peck  &  Schulhoff,  of  which  the  plaintiff 
had  notice,  and  that  the  proceeds  were  subsequently  paid  over 
by  the  defendants  to  the  sheriff  of  New  York  county,  under 
said  attachment ;  and  secondly,  that  the  proceeds  of  said  mer- 
chandise  were  paid  over  by  the  defendants  to  the  attaching 
creditor,  in  the  month  of  August,  1868,  by  the  direction  of  a 
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certain  order  issued  by  tlie  Supreme  Court;  and  that  the  mer- 
chandise in  question  was  not  the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  but 
was  the  property  of  said  Amstein. 

The  plaintiff  moved  the  court,  at  Special  Term,  for  judg- 
ment, on  the  ground  of  the  frivolousness  of  defendants'  answ«r. 

On  the  hearing  of  the  motion,  judgment  was  directed  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed  in  the  complaint, 
with  ten  dollars  costs  of  motion,  on  the  ground  of  the  frivolous 
answer  of  defendants. 

From  this  order  defendants  appealed. 

ff.  F.  PvUz^  for  appellants. 

I.  A  frivolous  answer  denies  no  material  allegation  of  the 
complaint  and  sets  up  no  defence.  The  insufficiency  must  be 
60  glaring  that  it  must  appear  upon  a  bare  inspection  without 
argument.  A  bailee  is  not  liable  to  his  bailor  for  property 
taken  from  him  by  legal  proceedings.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
bis  exoneration  that  the  decision  of  the  tribunal  in  which 
such  proceedings  are  had,  should  be  correct,  nor  even  that  he 
should  Irave  contested  the  same.  It  is  sufficient  if  the  court 
had  jurisdiction,  unless  the  bailee  acted  in  bad  faith  (Angell  on 
Car.  §  887 ;  BUwn  v.  Hudson  JRwer  H.  JR.  Co.^  85  Barb.  188 ; 
2  Redf.  on  Raib.  §  168 ;  Bates  v.  Stanton,  1  Duer,  79 ;  JRogers 
V.  Weir,  84  N.  Y.  463). 

II.  Whatever  the  rule  may  be  in  ordinary  cases,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  under  special  circumstances  the  jiu  tertii  may  be  set 
up  as  an  answer  to  an  action  of  trover  or  replevin.  Thus, 
while  a  bailee  or  agent  cannot  ordinarily  reftise  to  give  up 
property  entrusted  to  his  care  to  the  person  from  whom  he 
received  it,  on  the  ground  tha^  the  absolute  right  or  title  is  in  a 
third  person,  yet  an  actual  delivery  in  good  faith  to  the  owner 
or  a  recovery  by  him,  will  be  good  defence  to  a  sait  brought 
by  a  bailor ;  and  it  is  equally  well  settled,  that  the  bailee  may 
withhold  property  from  the  bailor  in  obedience  to  a  request  on 
the  part  of  the  owner  {Bates  v.  Stanton,  1  Duer,  79 ;  Beach  v. 
Berdell,  2  Id.  327;  Fdson  v.  Weston,  7  Cowen,  278;  Shelbjm/ 
V.  Scottsford,  Telverton,  23  ,*  JKinff  v.  Biohards,  6  Wharton, 
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418 ;  Wilson  v.  And^rian,  1  Bam.  &  Ad.  460 ;  Ogle  v.  A^in- 
«o»,  5  TanntoD,  759 ;  Sheridan  v.  The  JSTew  Quay  Co.,  4  C.  B. 
K  S.  618;  Floyd  v.  Bovard,  6  W,  &  S.  76). 

Samuel  Boardman^  for  respondent 

By  the  Court. — BABBmr,  J. — The  answer  is  clearly  frivo- 
lons.  The  relation  of  bailor  and  bailee  is  admitted ;  also,  the 
sale  of  the  goods,  and  the  rendition  of  an  acconnt  showing  the 
net  proceeds  in  the  defendants'  hands  belonging  to  the  plaintiff. 
The  non-payment  of  this  amount  is  sought  to  be  justified  by 
averring  title  in  a  third  person,  one  Amstein,  against  whom  an 
attachment  was  issued,  which  is  stated  to  have  been  levied 
upon  the  goods  in  question  ^^  anJ  their  jprooeeds^^  in  the  defend- 
ants' hands,  and  under  which,  after  notice  to  the  plaintiff  of 
the  levy,  these  proceeds  were  paid  by  the  defendants  to  the 
sheriff  of  this  county.  There  is  also  another  averment,  incon- 
sistent, however,  with  the  prior  plea,  to  the  effect  that  these 
very  proceeds  were  paid  to  the  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  the 
attachment,  "  under  and  by  virtue  of  an  order  issued  by  the 
Supreme  Court." 

This  order  is  not  appended,  what  it  really  directed  is  not 
stated,  and  no  jurisdictional  fact  is  set  up.  Such  an  averment 
is  worse  than  frivolous.    It  savors  of  duplicity. 

With  respect  to  the  other  plea,  the  appellants  are  ftilly  met 
by  the  familiar  principle  that  the  bailee  cannot,  in  general  dis- 
pute the  title  of  his  bailor,  nor  set  up  a  better  title  in  a  third 
person. 

The  special  matter  here  pleaded  wholly  fails  to  bring  the 
case  within  any  of  the  exceptions  to  this  rule. 

The  property  was  not  taken  by  due  process  of  law,  nor  by 
title  paramount,  nor  is  it  charged  that  it  was  obtained  by 
felony,  force,  fraud,  or  collusion  with  Amstein  {Bates  v.  Sta/n- 
tony  1  Duer,  78,  and  cases  there  cited).  The  due  process  of 
law  which  has  been  held  to  exonerate  the  bailee  is  that  which 
is  set  in  motion  directly  against  the  hsSXoT^Bli/venY,  The  Sudn 
eon  Biver  B,  B.  Go.^  35  Barb.  191 ;  Bttrton  v.  Wilkineony  18 
Verm.  R.  186).    Here,  as  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  defend- 
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ants,  the  former  vfBApri/ma  facie  the  true  owner,  and  the  levy 
nnder  an  attachment  against  another  did  not  prevent  the  de- 
fendants from  paying  over  to  the  plaintiflF,  nor,  as  to  either  of 
them,  did  it  place  the  goods  or  their  proceeds  in  the  custody  of 
the  law  {Rogers  v.  Wier^  34  N.  Y.  R  463).  Even  where  the 
sheriff,  under  such  circumstances,  is  indemnified,  and  removes 
the  goods  by  force,  the  bailee  is  bound  to  treat  such  acts  as  a 
naked  trespass,  and  to  protect  his  bailor.  Otherwise,  he  adopts 
the  situation  of  the  attaching  creditors,  with  aU  its  attendant 
peril.  Such  are  the  consequences  which  flow  from  mere  pas- 
siveness.  But,  here,  the  defendants  have  been  guilty  of  an 
active  and  .direct  breach  of  duty  in  voluntarily  payiug  the 
money  over  to  the  sheriff.  We  say  voluntarily,  because  the 
payment  was  not  directly  compelled  {Sorantony,  Farmer^  and 
Mechanics'  Bh.  of  RocTmter,  24  N.  T.  E.  424 ;  Welles  v. 
Thornton^  45  Barb.  390).  It  is  plain  that  such  payment  was 
in  fraud  of  the  plaintiff's  rights,  and  cannot  be  justified  by  the 
mere  averment,  bad  in  itself,  of  title  in  the  defendant  in  the  at- 
tachmeut. 

The  order  should  be  afSrmed,  with  costs. 


Edmund  Aokboyd  ^.  Jonathan  Ackbotd. 

In  an  action  for  false  impTisonment,  on  an  arrest  without  lawfdl  process,  the  ma- 
terial averment  in  the  complaint  is,  that  the  defendant  "  unlawfully  seized  and 
arrested  the  plaintiff"  The  averment  of  malice  and  want  of  probable  cause 
may  be  treated  as  surplussage,  or  as  matter  merely  in  aggravation  of 
damages. 

A  stay  of  proceedings  "  until  the  farther  order  of  the  court,"  does  not  cease  to 
operate  until  a  further  order  is  actually  entered. 

A  mere  decision  of  the  motion,  in  connection  with  which  the  stay  was  granted, 
endorsed  by  the  judge  upon  the  motion  papers,  will  not  operate  as  a  vacaiwr, 
Eeldf  therefore,  that  the  obtaining  and  issuing  of  an  attachment,  pending  such 
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stoy  of  proceedings,  was  not  only  nnlAwful  in  itself,  but  sufficient  to  support  a 
finding  of  malice  in  an  action  for  false  imprisonment. 

An  attachment  is  primary  process,  and  may  be  granted  in  the  first  instance,  but 
not  without  filing  such  proof  as,  if  untrue,  would  subject  the  party  asserting,  to 
prosecution  for  perjury.  Hence  an  attachment  issued  upon  the  mere  report  of 
a  referee,  without  proof  &y  affidawl  of  the  facts  charged,  is  irregular. 

Where  an  attachment,  issued  by  competent  jurisdictional  authority,  is  set  aside  for 
irregularity,  the  party  issuing  it  becomes  a  trespasser  ab  initio  ;  and  where  he 
appears  by  counsel,  and  resists  the  motion  to  Tacate,  he  cannot  escape  liability  by 
throwing  the  responsibility  upon  his  attorney. 

In  such  a  case,  where  the  damages  are  moderate  and  scarcely  punitive,  they 
should  be  sustained,  without  reference  to  the  actual  damage. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  general 
term  of  the  Marine  Court. 

The  action  was  brought  for  false  imprisonment.  The  com- 
plaint alleged  that  the  defendant,  on  the  7th  December,  1865, 
with  "  malicious  intent  to  injure  the  plaintiff,  and  without  any 
reasonable  or  probable  cause  therefor,  and  without  any  right 
or  authority  so  to  do,"  unlawMly  seized  and  arrested 
him,  &c. 

It  appeared  that,  at  the  time  of  the  arrest,  an  action  was 
pending  in  the  Supreme  Court,  in  which  Jonathan  Ackroyd 
was  plaintiff,  and  Edmund  Ackroyd  defendant,  for  an  account- 
ing ;  and  that,  in  such  action,  on  the  10th  March,  1865,  an 
order  was  made  requiring  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  to  render 
his  account  before  the  referee.  On  the  6th  December,  1865, 
upon  proof  of  service  of  said  order,  and  the  certificate  of  the 
referee  that  said  plaintiff  had  failed  to  account  as  required,  an 
order  was  made  that  an  attachment  issue.  On  the  following 
day  the  plaintiff  was  arrested  under  the  attachment.  There 
was  no  proof,  by  affidavit,  of  the  facts  charged  before  the 
court,  and  no  papers  were  served  upon  the  plaintiff  at  the  time 
of  the  arrest.  From  June  29th,  1865,  and  until  and  at  the 
time  of  procuring  the  attachment,  there  was  an  order  staying 
all  proceedings  in  the  action,  in  which  the  plaintiff  was  arrested. 
On  December  22d,  1865,  the  attachment  was  vacated  and  set 
aside,  with  costs.  The  plaintiff  had  been  arrested  at  Jamaica, 
L.  L,  and  been  brought  to  New  York,  and,  by  reason  of  the 
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arrest,  been  put  to  the  exy^ense  of  $160,  and  lost  several  days 
from  his  business.  The  action  was  tried  before  Justice  Alker, 
without  a  jury,  who  gave  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  $305.94; 
from  which  judgment  the  defendant  appealed  to  the  general 
term  of  the  Marine  Court. 

Tracy y  Talmadge  dk  Lee^  for  appellant. 

I.  The  evidence  showed  an  arrest  of  the  plaintiff  upon  an 
attachment,  regularly  issued  out  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  an 
action  between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant.  There  was  no 
proof  that  the  defendant  directed  its  issue  or  the  arrest. 

II.  Had  the  defendant  been  shown  to  have  directed  the 
arrest,  no  action  for  trespass  could  have  been  maintained 
{Morgan  v.  Hughes^  2  Term.  282 ;  BeQc  v.  Broadh&nt^  3  Term. 
92  ;  Landt  v.  Hilts,  19  Barb.  283 ;  Stanton  v.  SclieU,  8  Sand. 
323). 

III.  The  action  was  the  former  action  on  the  case,  for  a 
malicious  arrest — an  arrest  upon  "  a  regular  process  of  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  maliciously  adopted."  And  to 
recover,  it  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  show  want  of 
probable  cause  and  malice  in  obtaining  the  attachment  from 
the  Supreme  Court. 

lY.  That  the  attachment  was  vacated  does  not  show  it  was 
irregularly  issued,  so  as  to  warrant  a  recovery  in  an  action  for 
an  arrest  upon  void  process ;  nor  does  it  furnish  any  evidence 
that  it  was  obtained  without  probable  cause  or  maliciously. 

Y.  No  special  damage  was  alleged. 

Devdiny  MiUer  <&  TruUy  for  respondent. 

I.  The  warrant  of  attachment  upon  which  the  plaintiff  was 
arrested  and  imprisoned,  having  been  vacated,  this  action  for 
false  imprisonment  lies  {CKapnum  v.  Dyetty  11  Wend.  81 ; 
Kerr  v.  Mmnty  28  N.  T.  669  ;  Hayden  v.  Shedy  11  Mass.  600 ; 
Goddingtm  v.  Iloydy  8  Adolph.  &  Ellis,  449). 

II.  The  warrant  of  attachment  was  irregular  and  void  (3  R. 
S.,  5th  Ed.,  p.  860,  §  3 ;  Smith  v.  ShaWy  12  Johns.  257 ;  Com- 
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fort  v.  FulUmy  39  Barb.  66).  It  was  issued  to  bring  the 
plaintiff  before  the  court  for  an  alleged  contempt  of  one  of  its 
orders.  The  only  proof  that  he  wa^  giiil^J  of  such  contempt 
being  the  certificate  of  the  referee  upon  which  the  attachment 
was  issued.  This  proof  was  neither  sufficient,  nor  legal.  At 
the  time  of  the  arrest  there  was  a  stay  of  proceedings,  and  the 
warrant  can  afford  no  protection  to  the  party  upon  whose 
application  it  was  granted  {^McQimniy  y.  HerricJcy  6  Wend. 
940). 

in.  The  action  is  not  for  malicious  arrest,  but  for  trespass 
by  false  imprisonment,  for  the  damages  sustained  by  the  arrest, 
without  regard  to  the  motives  which  prompted  it. 

lY.  The  allowance  of  dami^es  was  correct  {Blythe  r. 
Tompkiniy  2  Abb.  Pr.  468 ;  Williams  v.  Garrett,  12  How.  Pr. 
456 ;  Brawn  y.  Chadsetfy  39  Barb.  253). 

By  the  Ooubt. — Babbett,  J. — This  action  was  not  what 
would  formerly  have  been  denominated  case,  as  the  appellant 
claims,  but  trespass.*  It  was  false  imprisonment  for  an  arrest 
without  lawM  process,  and  not  malicious  prosecution.  The 
material  ayerment  in  the  complaint,  is,  that  the  defendant 
^^tmlawfuUy  seized  and  arrested  the  plaintiff;"  that  of  malice 
and  want  of  probable  cause  may  be  treated  as  surplusage  or  as 
matter  merely  in  aggrayation  of  damages.  The  action  itself 
was  well  brought.  The  attachment  under  which  the  present 
plaintiff  was  arrested,  was  not  only  irregular  but  absolutely 
yoid.  It  was  issued  in  yiolation  of  a  stay  of  proceedings.  The 
stay  was  "  until  the  further  order  of  the  court.'*  It  did  not 
cease  upon  the  mere  endorsement  by  the  Judge  of  his  decision 
of  the  motion,  in  connection  with  which  it  was  granted,  nor 
eyen  upon  the  settlement  of  the  form  of  the  order,  but  contin" 
ued  in  full  force  until  the  actual  entry.  Obtaining  and  issuing 
a  non-bailable  attachment,  under  such  circumstances,  was  not 
only  unlawful  in  itself,  but  sufficient  to  support  a  finding  of 
malice,  were  such  proof  required. 

The  attachment  was  also  irregular  in  having  been  issued 
upon  the  mere  report  of  a  referee,  without  proof  by  affidavit  of 
the  facts  charged.    An  attachment,  it  is  true,  is  primary  pro- 
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cess,  and  may  be  granted  in  the  first  instance,  but  not  withont 
filing  such  proof  as,  if  nntme,  would  subject  the  party  assert- 
ing, to  prosecution  for  perjury.  The  statute  is  imperative  (3  R. 
8.  5th  ed.  850,  §  3).  Copies  of  the  affidavits  must  be  served 
where  the  proceeding  is  by  an  order  on  the  accused  party  to 
show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  punished  for  his  alleged  mis- 
conduct {Id.;  see  also  §  6).  Where  it  is  by  attachment,  they 
should  either  be  served  with  the  motion  papers,  or  filed,  if  the 
attachment  be  issued  in  the  first  instance.  This  is  not  altered 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  in  relation  to  actions 
of  account  (8  R.  S.,  5th  ed.  667,  §§  48-62).  Section  52  pro- 
vides that  the  referees  shall  report  to  the  court  any  neglect  or 
refusal  to  account  or  to  produce  books  and  papers,  and  that  the 
court  shall  proceed  thereon  ^^  against  such  party  for  his  disobe- 
dience in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  thirteenth  title  of  the 
eighth  chapter  of  this  Act."  The  title  and  chapter  referred  to 
are  those  regulating  proceedings  as  for  contempt  to  enforce 
civil  remedies  and  the  manner  of  proceeding  there  prescribed, 
is,  as  we  have  seen,  "  by  due  proof  by  affidavits  of  the  facts 
charged." 

Again,  the  attachment,  even  if  issued  by  competent  juris- 
dictional authority,  having  been  set  aside  for  irregularity,  the 
party  issuing  it  became  a  trespasser  cib  initio  {Cha^pmcm  v. 
Dyeit,  11  Wend.  31 ;  and  see  Kerr  v.  Mount,  23  N.  Y.  659). 
The  conclusion  is  irresistible  that  such  was  the  case  here.  The 
appellant's  claim,  that  the  attachment  was  set  aside  on  the 
ground  that  the  present  ^^  plaintiff  had  reason  to  suppose,  from 
the  information  of  his  counsel,  that  the  order  to  stay  proceed- 
ings remained  in  force  and  excused  him  from  appearing  before 
the  referee,"  is  inconsistent  with  its  absolute  'oaoa/tv/r,  with 
costs,  and  that,  too,  on  a  distinct  motion  to  so  vacate,  founded 
upon  an  affidavit  alleging  the  very  irregularities  now  com- 
plained of. 

Nor  can  the  defendant  escape  liability  by  his  present  at- 
tempt to  throw  the  entire  responsibility  upon  the  attorneys-' 
He  was  named  in  the  writ  as  plaintiff  and  relator.  Yet,  instead 
of  promptly  repudiating  their  action,  he  appeared  by  counsel 
and  resisted  the  motion  to  vacate.    This  was  prima  facie^  a 
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sufficient  recognition  and  ratification  of  the  act,  especially 
when  it  is  considered  that  he  was  not  offered  as  a  witness  upon 
the  trial,  and  did  not  attempt  to  testify  to  any  sncli  want  of 
authority. 

As  to  the  damages,  they  were  moderate,  scarcely  punitive, 
and  should  be  sustained,  upon  the  latter  principle,  even  were 
all  the  evidence  of  actual  damage  stricken  from  the  case. 

The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 


John  Johnston  and  others  v.  Jakes  F.  Allen. 

In  «n  action  against  a  hnsband  for  necessities  fiirnished  to  his  wife,  it  is  sufficient 
for  the  plaintiff's  case  to  show  that  the  marriage  ceremony  between  the  defend- 
ant and  his  alleged  wife  took  place,  and  that  he  held  her  out  to  the  plaintiff  as 
Ills  wife. 

In  snch  an  action,  testimony  that  the  marriage  was  void  by  reason  of  the  wife's 
having  had  a  hnsband,  by  a  preyious  marriage,  still  living, — Held,  properly  ez- 
dnded.  Third  persons  dealing  with  the  wife  on  the  strength  of  ker  conjugal 
rights  cannot  be  confironted  with  the  illegality  of  a  marriage  which  has  in  effect 
been  dedared  valid,  and  been  acted  upon  by  the  assumed  husband  and  wife. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the  General 
Term  of  the  Marine  Court  affirming  a  judgment  of  trial  term 
entered  upon  a  verdict. 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  for  articles  alleged  to 
have  been  necessaries  sold  to  the  wife  of  the  defendant.  The 
facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

John  JS.  Perry  <&  K  P,  Cowlea^  for  appellant. 

i>.  <b  T.  MoMahorij  for  respondents. 

By  the  Ooubt — Beady,  J. — The  plaintiffs  in  this  case  sold 
to  the  defendant's  acknowledged  wife,  some  articles  which  the 
jury  decided  to  be  necessaries  upon  evidence  which  was  conffict- 
ing.  At  the  time  of  the  sale  the  defendant  and  his  wife  were 
living  separate  and  apart,  and  had  commenced  actions  each 
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figainBt  the  other  for  a  divorce,  but  no  alimony  had  been  allowed 
in  either  of  the  cased,  and  the  defendant  had  not  contribnted 
toward  his  wife's  support  or  made  any  provision  for  her  after 
their  separation.  The  separation  was  indaced  by  alleged  cmel 
treatment  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  towards  her,  which  ren- 
dered it  unsafe  for  her  longer  to  cohabit  with  him.  The  jury, 
after  hearing  the  evidence  upon  that  subject,  found  for  the 
plaintiffs,  and  by  their  verdict  declared  that  it  was  sufficient  to 
justify  the  defendant's  wife  in  abandoning  him,  from  apprehen- 
sion of  personal  injury.  These  findings  are  conclusive  upon  the 
defendant.  They  relate  to  questions  of  fact  exclusively,  and 
cannot  for  that  reason  be  disturbed.  The  defendant,  never- 
theless, relies  upon  the  averred  fact  that  when  he  married,  his 
wife  had  a  husband  living,  from  whom  she  had  not  been  divorced, 
and  who  was,  at  the  time  of  the  trial  of  this  action  in  the  court 
below,  still  in  existence.  An  offer  to  prove  the  fact  was  made 
and  rejected,  and  that  incident  of  the  trial  formed  an  important 
part  of  the  appeal  taken  to  this  court.  After  a  careful  and 
thorough  examination  of  the  questions  which  were  in  that  way 
presented,  it  is  deemed  unnecessary  to  decide  them,  inasmuch 
as  there  is  a  rule  of  law  applicable  to  that  branch  of  this  case 
which  settles  the  liability  of  the  defendant.  He  was  married  to 
the  person  whom  he  now  disclaims,  by  a  proper  legal  formula. 
He  cohabited  with  her  and  introduced  her  as  his  wife,  as  well 
to  others  as  to  the  plaintiff  in  this  action.  Having  done 
so,  they  were  justified  in  dealing  with  her  as  occupying  that 
relation  to  him,  and  he  is  estopped  from  denying  it  so 
far  as  they  are  concerned  (Mace  v.  CadeUj  Cowper,  288; 
Hohinson  v.  Nahon^  1  Camp.  245).  Upon  the  strength  of  his 
acknowledgment  they  dealt  with  her.  They  did  so  at  their 
peril,  it  is  true,  but  only  upon  the  questions  whether  the  defend- 
ant provided  for  her,  and  the  articles  sold  were  proper  and 
necessary  articles  considering  the  wealth  of  the  husband  and 
the  position  he  occupied  in  the  community.  Having  arrived  at 
this  conclusion,  the  whole  scope  of  the  defence,  except  such  as 
related  to  the  questions  passed  upon  by  the  jury  as  already 
stated,  became  wholly  irrelevant.  It  is  said,  in  "  Story  on  Con- 
tracts," that  so  strong  is  the  presumption  of  the  assent  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW  TOEK— JUNE,  1869.  46 

Jolmston  ▼.  Allen. 

hnflband  to  the  wife's  contract  created  by  cohabitation,  that  it 
has  been  decided  that  if  a  man  cohabit  with  a  woman  holding 
her  out  to  be  hie  wife,  he  is  liable  for  goods  furnished  to  her 
during  thdr  cohabitation,  by  a  tradesman  who  hihew  that  they 
^jure  not  married.    A  forUari^  this  woald  be  the  case  if  the 
tradesman  supposed  them  to  be  married.    (Story  on  Contracts, 
§  101).   The  same  role  is  declared  in  Oomyn  on  Contracts,  vol. 
I,  p.  214  (See  WaUm  v.  Thrdkddy  2  Esp.  Rep.  637 ;  Evd^on  ▼. 
Brent^  N.  P.  Espenass,  124 ;  Ca/rr  v.  imjr,  12  Mod.  372 ;  Vin. 
Abr.  tit.  Baron  <&  Feme,  D.  b.  pi.  38 ;  R6bm9on  y.  Nahon^  1 
Camp.  Bep.  245 ;  Itunro  v.  De  Ckemani^  4  Camp.  Eep.  216). 
The  defendant  was,  howeyer,  as  we  have  seen,  married,  and  by 
commencing  his  action  for  a  divorce,  aflirmed  his  marriage, 
althongh  he  declared  it  to  be  illegal  in  coQseqnenee  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  hosband  of  the  woman  to  whom  he  was  married. 
It  is  not  necessary  to  suggest  the  circumstances  which  might 
have  made  that  marriage  legal,  at  least  until  declared  to  be 
otherwise  by  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.    It  is  enough, 
as  already  suggested,  for  the  plaintiffs'  case,  that  the  defendant 
was  in  fact  married  to  her,  and  had  held  her  out  to  be  his  wife, 
as  she  was  indeed,  so  far  as  the  proper  form  of  union  could 
make  her  such.    If  he  was  unfortunate,  he  must  bear  the  bur- 
den.   It  cannot  be  shared  by  persons  whose  confidence  in  his 
representations  induced  them  to  part  with  their  property  to  her. 
Whatever  may  be  the  rules  of  law  which  govern  controversies 
betwe^i  themselves,  third  persons  dealing  with  the  wife  on  the 
strength  of  her  conjugal  rights  cannot  be  confronted  with  the 
ill^ality  of  the  marriage  which  has  in  effect  been  declared 
valid,  and  acted  upon  by  the  assumed  husband  and  wife.   Where 
there  has  been  a  marriage  in  fact,  the  case  is  stronger  than 
where  none  was  celebrated,  unless  the  tradesman  has  been  ad- 
vised of  the  separation  of  the  parties  and  the  alleged  ill^ality 
of  the  marriage.    The  plaintiffs  knew  nothing  of  these  facts, 
and  were  not  chargeable  with  notice,  from  any  fact  that  appears 
in  this  case.    It  is  true,  that  where  no  marriage  has  in  fact  taken 
place,  the  separation  of  the  parties  relieves  the  husband,  so- 
called,  from  liability  for  goods  sold  after  that  incident,  as  sug- 
gested in  Munro  v.  De  Chemant^  by  Lord  Ellenborough,  but 
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that  rule  has  no  application  to  this  case,  inasmuch  as  there  had 
been  a  marriage.  I  do  not  either  subscribe  to  the  snggestion  as 
Bonnd  in  principle,  in  the  absence  of  notice  of  the  actual  rela 
tion  existing,  to  a  person  who  has  been  allowed  to  deal  with  a 
woman  as  a  wife,  or  was  allowed  to  so  regard  her  by  the  so- 
called  husband.  Indeed,  in  Hobinson  v.  Nahon^  wprOj  the 
defendant  proved  that  he  had  a  former  wife  living,  and  with 
whom  he  had  resided  since  the  marriage,  when  he  married  the 
woman  who  was  supplied  with  apartments  by  the  plaintiff,  but 
Lord  EUenborough  said  that  there  was  no  evidence  to  fix  the 
plaintiff  with  a  knowledge  of  the  celebration  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, and  that  the  defendant  was  estopped  to  set  up  bigamy  as 
a  bar  to  the  action.  He  had  given  the  woman  who  lodged  with 
the  plaintiff  every  appearance  of  being  his  wife.  It  is  unneces- 
sary, however,  to  pursue  this  subject  farther.  It  is  clear  from 
these  authorities  that  after  marriage,  whether  lawftil  or  not,  as 
long  as  it  exists,  third  persons,  without  notice,  who  have  dealt 
with  the  wife  on  the  assumption  that  she  was  indeed  such,  and 
which  assumption  was  based  upon  the  representation  of  the 
husband  himself,  can  recover  for  necessaries  furnished  her  if  the 
husband  fail  to  provide  them.  It  is  no  answer  to  the  demand 
thus  made  that  there  is  an  action  for  divorce  pending  unless 
alimony  has  been  allowed  {St/kes  v.  Stdeteady  1  Sandf.  483  ; 
Bishop  on  Marriage  and  Divorce,  vol.  I,  §  401).  The  judgment 
should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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Arnold  Blttm  &  anob.  v.  Bobebt  T.  Habtman. 

Where,  in  a  jtistice'a  court,  the  merits  are  &irly  entered  into,  investigated,  and 
the  case  is  finally  sabmltled  to  the  justice,  who  gives  a  jndsn^ent  for  the  de- 
fendant»  though  without  costs,  it  is  conclusive  on  the  plaintiff,  a  bar  to  another 
action,  and  a  final  determination,  from  which  an  appeal  will  lie. 

The  mere  acceptance  by  a  creditor  from  his  debtor  of  a  less  sum  than  the 
amoimt  of  the  debt,  without  any  additional  consideration,  benefit,  or  advantage 
to  the  creditor,  is  not  an  accord  and  satisfaction,  even  though  the  acceptance 
was  in  full  of  the  debt. 

Satisfaction  by  a  stranger  can  not  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  defendant's  own  obliga- 
tion. 

Appeai*  by  the  plaintiffi  from  a  judgment  of  the  Fifth  Dis- 
trict Court. 

This  *was  an  action  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  and  the 
answer  was  general  denial,  and  accord  and  satisfaction.  The 
facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Kauffrrumuy  Frwnk  cfe  WUcdonson^  for  appellants. 
R.  Siartmannj  for  respondent. 

By  the  Couet. — Daly,  F.  J. — ^Where  the  merits  are  fairly 
entered  into,  investigated,  and  the  case  is  finally  sabmltted  to 
the  justice,  who  gives  a  judgment  for  the  defendant,  it  is  con- 
clusive upon  the  plaintiff,  a  bar  to  another  action,  and  a  final 
determination,  from  which  an  appeal  will  lie  to  this  court 
{Siess  V.  Beehman^  11  Johns.  458 ;  Shall  v.  Lathrop^  3  Hill, 
237 ;  Avdvbon  v.  JExceUior  Ins.  Co.j  10  Abbotts'  Pr.  64).  Such 
was  the  case  here.  Evidence  was  given  by  the  plaintiffs  and 
the  defendant.  The  case  was  submitted  to  the  justice,  who 
rendered  judgment  for  the  defendant  without  costs.  It  is  urged 
that  as  no  costs  were  given  by  the  justice,  the  judgment  was 
incomplete  upon  the  authority  of  MonneU  v.  Welter  (2  Johns. 
8),  and  Havlenbeok  v.  GiUies  (2  Hilt.  238).  These,  however, 
were  both  cases  in  which  the  plaintiff  was  nonsuited.  In  the 
first  of  them,  the  court  said  that  the  nonsuit  was  improperly 
granted,  but  that  the  court  could  not  restore  the  party  to  the 
state  be  was  in  when  the  nonsuit  took  place :  that  the  object 
of  the  certiorari  was  merely  to  throw  a  bill  of  costs  upon  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48  COUET  OP  OOMMO^  PLEAS. 

Blmn  V.  Hwtmftn. 

defendant;  that  they  thought  the  judgment  incomplete  and 
incapable  of  affirmance  or  reversal,  but  whether  because  there 
was  no  judgment  for  costs  or  not,  the  court  did  not  say.  And 
the  second  case,  which  was  in  our  own  court,  was  decided  upon 
the  authority  of  the  prior  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  inquire  whether  these  cases  were  rightly 
determined  or  not,  for  the  present  case  is  in  no  way  analogous. 
They  were  strictly  cases  of  nonsuit.  They  were  no  bar  to  an- 
other action,  and  |>resented  no  obstacle,  and  imposed  no  obliga- 
tion which  the  plaintiff  was  required  to  dischai^e,  to  enable 
him  to  bring  another  action,  as  no  costs  were  granted.  But 
here  the  case  was  fiiUy  heard  upon  its  merits,  and  the  judg- 
ment, if  undisturbed,  would  be  conclusive  and  final  upon  the 
plaintiff.  It  was  held  in  ]^eU  v.  McQueen  (10  Wend.  619), 
that  a  justice  has  the  right  to  non-suit  the  plaintiff  i^  he  fails 
upon  his  own  showing,  to  make  out  a  case,  and  that  the  judg- 
ment of  non-suit  in  such  a  case,  is  no  bar  to  another  action  ; 
but  that  if  both  parties  have  been  fully  heard,  and  the  case  is 
submitted  to  the  justice  who  takes  time  to  deliberate,  it  is  not 
then  in  his  power  to  grant  a  nonsuit ;  that  his  determination  of 
the  case  is  equivalent  to  a  verdict  of  a  jury  and  a  judgment 
therein,  and  though  he  may  call  it  a  judgment  of  nonsuit,  and 
so  enter  it,  it  will,  if  the  minutes  or  record  of  the  time  show 
that  it  was  rendered  after  the  cauee  vxjls  evhmiUed  to  him^  and 
after  he  took  time  to  deliberate,  and  not  at  fhe  trial,  be 
considered  a  judgment  for  the  defendant,  and  will  be  a  bar  to 
another  action. 

The  return  here  shows  that  the  case  was  heard  on  the  6th 
of  March,  upon  the  proof  given  by  both  parties,  that  t?ie  case 
was  dosedj  and  that  thereupon  the  justice,  on  the  6th  of  March, 
rendered  judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant  and  against  the 
plaintiff.  This  was  a  final  determination  upon  the  merits,  a 
bar  to  another  action,  and  a  judgment  from  which  an  appeal 
win  lie. 

The  judgment  was  erroneous.  There  was  no  dispute  as  to 
the  amount  of  the  debt.  It  was  $452.  The  plaintiff  received 
$200  in  cash,  and  $202  in  goods  returned,  lie  plaintiff's  wit- 
nesses testified  that  the  defendant's  father,  before  this  payment 
was  made,  asked  the  plaintiffs  to  compromise,  and  that  they 
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refiised,  one  of  them  saying  to  him  that  they  wanted  the  whole 
amount ;  that  the  same  day,  the  agent  of  the  plaintiffs  called 
to  see  what  the  defendant  would  do ;  that  the  defendant  pro- 
posed to  give  $200  in  cash,  and  $202  in  goods,  for  the  whole 
bill,  and  that  the  agent  said  that  he  conld  not  accept  it ;  that 
the  plaintiffi'  agent  told  them  that  the  defendant's  proposition 
was  that  $200  in  cash  and  $202  in  returned  goods  should  be 
in  full  settlement  of  all  transactions  between  them,  but  that 
they  sent  no  reply  to  the  defenoant ;  that  the  defendant  fur- 
ther came  and  paid  $200  in  cash,  and  when  he  paid  the  money, 
said  that  the  plaintiffs  would  lose  only  $50  by  the  arrange- 
ment, and  that  they  said  nothing  in  reply.  On  the  part  of  the 
defendant,  his  father  testified  that  the  plaintiffs  figured  up  that 
the  whole  debt  would  amount  to  $452 ;  that  he  agreed  with 
one  of  the  plaintiflb  to  pay  $200  in  cash  and  $202  in  returned 
goods,  and  that  he  should  throw  off  $50 ;  that  the  plaintiffs, 
with  whom  he  conferred,  then  asked  for  the  $200 ;  that  the 
witness  said  he  would  bring  it  the  next  day;  and  that  two 
hours  after,  the  plainti£b  sent  for  the  goods,  and  the  next  morn- 
ing the  witness  went  to  the  plaintiffs  and  paid  them  the  $200. 
The  testimony  of  the  defendant  was  in  corroboration  of  that  of 
his  father. 

This  was  simply  giving  a  lesser  sum  for  a  greater,  with- 
out any  additional  consideration,  benefit  or  advantage  to  the 
plaintiffs,  which  is  not  an  accord  and  satisfaction  even  though 
accepted,  as  the  defendants  claim,  in  full  for  the  debt  {Harrison 
V.  Cloae^  2  Johns.  448 ;  Seymxyur  v.  JUintum,  17  id.  169  j 
Dederick  v.  Leman^  9  id.  838 ;  Oeary  v.  Page\  9  Bosw.  290). 
It  does  not  appear  that  the  $200  paid  by  the  father  was  his 
own,  and  not  the  defendant's  money.  The  presumption  irom 
the  evidence  is,  that  it  was  the  money  of  the  defendant ;  but 
had  it  even  been  otherwise,  it  would  be  unimportant,  for  satis- 
faction by  a  stranger  cannot  be  pleaded  in  bar  of  the  defend- 
ant's own  obligation  {Daniels  v.  HaUerAecJc^  19  Wend.  408  ;  , 
Clow  V.  Borst,  6  Johns.  87 ;  BUaUey  v.  WhiU,  4  Paige's  R, 
656 ;  Edgcunib  v.  Roe,  1  Smith's  K.  B.  &.  C.  Rep.  619,  2d  ed. ;. 
Orymes  v.  Bhfiddy  Croke,  Eliz.  541). 

The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
Vol.  in.^4 
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John  Kobebts  v.  Thohas  £.  Dillon  and  Edwakd  Openbhaw. 

The  castom  of  markets  OTert  does  not  exist  in  this  country,  and  the  rule  is  that 
no  one  can  transfer  a  greater  interest  in  a  chattel  than  he  himself  has. 

Thus  where  the  plaintiffi  a  master  of  a  ship,  sent  his  chronometer  to  the  defends 
ants  to  be  repaired,  and  they  recQgnixed  it  as  one  that  had  been  hired  by  them 
to  another  master,  to  be  returned  at  tAe  end  of  a  voyage^  but  which  had  never 
been  returned, — Held,  that  though  the  plaintiff  had  purchased  the  chronometer 
of  a  watchmaker  in  good  faith,  he  could  not  recoTer  it  from  defendants. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the  First 
District  Court 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  possession  of  a  certain 
chronometer.  The  chronometer  in  question  was  purchased  by 
the  defendants  in  1862,  and  in  1864  they  hired  it  to  the  master 
of  the  brig  Hayward,  at  $6  per  month,  to  be  returned  at  the 
•expiration  of  the  voyage,  or  within  twelve  months.  The 
•chronometer  never  was  returned  as  agreed,  but  was  purchased 
by  the  plaintiff  in  May,  1866,  from  a  watch  and  chronometer 
maker,  for  £20,  in  Liverpool,  England.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
plaintiff's  vessel  in  this  port,  an  agent  of  the  defendants  came 
on  board,  and  soliciting  custom,  the  plaintiff  gave  him  the 
chronometer  to  be  repaired.  The  defendants  refused  to  return 
the  watch,  and  the  plaintiffs  brought  this  action.  Judgment 
was  given  for  the  plaintiff,  from  which  the  defendants  appealed 
:to  the  General  Term  of  this  court. 

K  A.  WUoox,  for  appellants, 

Eeymeri  and  Stevens^  for  respondent. 

By  thb  Ooubt. — ^Dalt,  F.  J. — ^The  plaintiff,  the  master  of 
a  British  vessel,  after  his  arrival  in  this  port,  sent  his  chronome- 
ter to  the  defendants  to  have  it  repaired  and  regulated.  He 
had  bought  it  more  than  two  years  previously  at  the  shop  of  a 
large  watch  and  chronometer  dealer  in  Liverpool,  for  twenty 
pounds,  which,  it  would  seem,  was  a  fair  price,  as  it  was 
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agreed  upon  the  tried  that  the  valae  of  it  here,  at  that  time, 
November,  1868,  was  $160. 

The  defendants  refused  to  retnrn  it,  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  their  property.  It  appeared  that  the  chronometer  origi- 
nally belonged  to  them,  and  that  they  had,  four  yeajs  before, 
let  it  out  upon  hire  to  the  owners  of  a  vessel  bound  for  liver' 
pool,  whereof  one  Myers  was  master ;  the  owners  giving  the 
defendants  a  written  acknowledgment  of  the  receipt  of  it, 
by  which  they  agreed  that  it  should  be  returned  to  the  de- 
fendants at  the  expiration  of  the  voyage,  or  within  twelve 
months  from  the  date  of  the  agreement,  and  that  until  re- 
turned they  would  pay  the  defendants  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars 
per  month  for  the  use  of  it. 

How  the  chronometer  came  into  the  possession  of  the  watch 
and  chronometer  dealer  in  Liverpool,  does  not  appear.  Those 
to  whom  it  had  been  let  upon  hire  had  a  special  property 
in  it,  but  had  no  right  to  transfer  the  title  to  another.  A 
radical  defect  of  title  in  the  possessor,  says  Chancellor  Kent, 
i^  available  to  the  true  owner  sa  against  the  purchaser,  and 
this  is,  he  remarks,  such  a  defect  when  the  person  from  whom 
the  property  was  acquired  was  incapable  of  giving  his  consent, 
or  when  the  thing  had  been  stolen  or  obtained  by  violence  (2 
Com.  325).  If  this  were  an  open  question,  I  should  hold,  the 
more  especially  as  the  defendants  have  a  written  agreement 
upon  which  the  owners  of  the  vessel  are  answerable  for  the 
return  of  the  chronometer  or  its  value,  that  the  plaintiff's 
title  to  it  ought  to  be  upheld,  upon  the  gi'ound  stated  by 
Chief  Justice  Holt,  in  Sern  v.  Niohola  (1  Salk.  289),  that 
it  is  more  reasonable  that  he  who  puts  trust  or  confidenoe 
in  the  one  that  did  the  wrong,  should  be  a  loser,  than  a  stran^ 
ger.  But  the  law  is  too  well  settled  to  be  disturbed  by  this 
court.  It  was  declared  in  Hartop  v.  HocMre  (3  At}:.  44),  upon 
the  authority  of  previous  cases,  and  after  an  elaborate  examina- 
tion, that  the  true  owner  of  goods  does  not  lose  his  property  by 
a  sale  made  by  the  possessor  of  them,  unless  it  were  made  in 
market  overt ;  that  no  regard  is  had  to  the  vendee's  ignorance 
of  the  vendor's  want  of  title ;  no  regard  to  the  vendee's  coming 
rightfully  to  them  as  a  purchaser  without  notice;  no  regard  to 
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the  vendor's  having  the  lawfiil  possession  of  them.  The  custom 
of  markets  overt  does  not  apply  to  this  country,  and  the  gen- 
eral principle,  says  Kent,  applicable  to  the  law  of  personal 
property,  is,  that  nemo  plus  finis  in  cHium  transferre  potest 
qua/m  ips%  habeat^  a  maxipi  aJike  of  the  civil  and  the  common 
law ;  that  a  sale  ex  vi  termini^  imparts  nothing  more  than  that 
the  lona  fide  purchaser  succeeds  to  the  rights  of  the  vendor, 
and  that,  consequently,  as  a  general  rule,  the  title  of  the  true 
owner  cannot  be  lost  without  his  own  free  act  and  consent.  In 
8dUus  V.  Eoerett  (20  Wend.  282),  Senator  Vbbplanok,  after  re- 
viewing all  the  authorities,  limits  the  cases  in  which  the  pos- 
session of  property  carries  with  it  the  evidence  of  ownership 
and  the  right  to  transfer  it,  to  cases  of  bank  bOls,  checks  and 
notes,  payable  to  bearer  or  transferable  by  delivery,  or  where 
the  indicia  of  ownership  is  given  by  the  delivery  of  bills  of 
lading  with  the  power  of  transfer  or  the  apparent  right  of  prop- 
erty is  conferred  by  a  sale  and  delivery  of  it,  though  fraudu- 
lently obtained,  or  the  right  to  sell  implied  aa  when  goods  are 
placed  by  the  owner  in  the  possession  of  one  whose  usual  busj^ 
ness  it  is  to  sell,  and  then  lays  down  the  general  rule  in  terms,, 
specifically  embracing  the  present  case.  "  If  the  owner  loses 
property  or  is  robbed  of  it,  or  it  is  sold  or  pledged  without  his 
consent  by  one  who  has  only  a  temporary  right  to  its  use  by 
hiri/ng  or  otherwise,  or  a  qualified  possession  of  it  for  a  specific 
purpose,  as  for  transportation  or  for  work  to  be  performed  upon 
it,  the  owner  can  follow  and  reclaim  it  in  the  hands  of  any 
person,  however  innocent."  I  confess  I  have  never  been  satis- 
fied with  this  rule,  or  rather  with  thQ  extent  to  which  it  has 
been  carried.  My  experience  is,  that  it  operates  very  unjustly 
in  very  many  cases,  and  that  it  would  be  better  if  it  were 
qualified  more  by  the  reason  suggested  by  Chief  Justice  *Holt. 
But  it  has  been  adhered  to  by  the  highest  court  in  this  State, 
and  the  whole  amount  of  authority  is  in  support  of  it  (  Wilkin- 
son V.  Kingy  2  Camp.  335 ;  Ha/rdnum  v.  Wilcox^  9  Bing.  382, 
note ;  Wheeltoright  v.  Depet/ster^  1  Johns.  R.  471 ;  Odlmn  v. 
Bacon,  11  Me.  28 ;  Williams  v.  Jferfo,  11  Wend.  80;  Cook  v. 
Adams,  1  Bosw.  497). 

The  plaintiff  testified  that  one  of  the  defendants  told  him 
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that  the  defendants  had  sold  the  chronometer,  but  it  is  evident 
from  the  testimony  of  Bussing,  and  from  the  production  of  the 
written  agreement  or  receipt,  that  the  plaintiff  was  mistaken. 
The  justice  could  not  have  put  his  decision  upon  this  ground 
but  upon  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff's  title  to  the  chronome- 
ter was  complete  by  his  purchase  of  it  in  good  faith  at  the 
watch  and  chronometer  maker's  shop  in  Liverpool.  The  judg- 
ment must,  therefore,  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 


Chaslbs  M.  Town  v.  James  A.  Stetson  and  Mabion 

GsiMES. 

A  mamifiMtnrer  cannot  aoqoire  a  special  property  In  an  ordinary  term  or  expres- 
sion, as  his  trade-mark,  the  use  of  which  as  an  entirety  is  essential  to  the  correct 
and  tmthfol  designation  of  the  particular  article  or  compound. 

Thus  a  dealer  in  salt  fish  cannot  maintain  an  excluslTC  daim  to  the  use  of  the  term 
"desicated  codfish"  as  a  trade-mark.  It  is  only  hy  the  prefix  of  some  other 
wordy  not  preyiously  applied  in  that  connection  and  not  essential  to  the  truthful 
designation  of  the  article  produced,  that  he  can  be  protected  in  its  exclusive 
use. 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  an  order  made  at  Special 
Term  dissolving  a  temporary  injunction. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defend- 
ants for  an  injunction  against  an  alleged  violation  of  trade-mark. 
Both  parties  were  dealers  in  salt  fish,  and*  the  plaintiff  claimed 
priority  of  invention  of  the  article  known  as  "  desicated  cod- 
fish,'' and  of  the  use  of  the  words  on  his  labels,  &c.  These 
claims  were  denied  by  the  defendants,  who  alleged  that  the  pri- 
ority of  invention  rested  with  other  parties. 

On  the  motion  to  dissolve  the  temporary  injunction,  the 
court  rendered  the  following  decision  : 

Babbett,  J. — ^The  present  is  distinguishable  from  that  class 
of  cases  of  which  Messerole  v.  Tynberg  (4  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  410) 
and  Newman  v.  Alvord  (49  Barb.  588)  are  the  mbst  recent  as 
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well  as  the  most  distinctively  advanced  in  principle,  in  this, 
that  the  popular  word  "  desicated,"  here  sought  to  be  burdened 
with  a  new  and  exclusive  use,  is  specially  descriptive  of  the  arti- 
cle sold ;  in  fact  it  is  the  only  word  which  correctly  describes 
the  process  whereby  this  particular  preparation  of  codfish  is 
produced. 

No  manufacturer  can  acquire  a  special  property  in  an  ordi- 
nary term  or  expression,  the  use  of  which,  as  an  entirety,  is 
essential  to  the  correct  and  truthful  designation  of  a  particular 
article  or  compound.  The  courts  have  gone  a  long  way  and 
with  plain  justice  in  protecting  the  honest  and  enterprising 
manufacturer  of  any  good  and  useful  article  from  the  unscru- 
pulous pirating  of  his  special  reputation ;  but  they  have  been 
equally  careful  to  prevent  any  attempted  monopoly  of  that  which 
is  common  to  all  {Corwrn  v.  Daly^  7  Bosw.  222 ;  Bininger  v. 
WcMea,  28  How.  Pr.  206 ;  Wolfe  v.  OouLard,  18  Id.  64 ;  AmoB- 
Jceag  Manufacturing  Co,  v.  Spear^  2  Sandf.  599;  BrooJdyn 
White  Lead  Co,  v.  Masim/y  25  Barb.  417 ;  Burgess  v.  Burgess^ 
17  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  257 ;  Perry  v.  TruefiU,  6  Beav.  66  ;  Singleton 
V.  BoUon^  3  Doug.  293 ;  MUlingion  v.  Fox^  3  Mylne  &  Cr. 
338). 

Here  each  party  has  as  much  right  to  desicate  codfish  as  he 
has  to  dry  or  preserve  fruits  or  to  pickle  or  spice  oysters  and 
salmon ;  and  it  is  a  sequence  to  this  right  that  he  may  sell  the 
article  thus  produced  under  the  designation  which  is  strictly 
appropriate  to  the  altered  or  modified  condition  of  the  principal 
ingredient. 

Indeed  the  use  of  such  designation  is  in  my  judgment  a 
moral  obligation  upon  the  manufacturer,  for  to  desicate  codfish 
and  then  sell  it  as  a  preparation  produced  by  other  means, 
would  be  a  concealment  of  fact  and  a  species  of  trade  charlatan- 
ism. 

The  court  will  certainly  neither  prevent  people  from  calling 
things  by  their  right  names  nor  force  a  misnomer  upon  them. 
The  plaintiff  may  distinguish  his  "  desicated  codfish  "  as  the 
"  Bismarck  "  (see  Meas^roLe  v.  Tynlerg^  sfwprd)  or  the  "  Von 
Beust,"  or  by  the  prefix  of  any  other  proper  name  or  common 
word  not  previously  applied  in  that  connection  and  not  essen- 
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tial  to  the  truthful  designation  of  the  article  produced,  and  he 
will  be  protected  in  its  exclusive  use.  But  he  can  no  more 
acquire  a  special  property  in  the  word  ^^  desicated/'  as  applica- 
ble to  an  article  that  has  undergone  that  process,  than  he  can 
to  the  words  "  dried,"  "  preserved,"  or  "  pickled,"  as  applied  to 
that  which  has  in  fact  been  thus  treated. 

It  should  be  added  that  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  de- 
ceive the  public  or  to  palm  off  the  defendants'  desicated  cod- 
fish as  that  of  the  plaintiff's  manufacture.  On  the  contrary, 
pains  seem  to  have  been  taken  to  render  the  two  articles  as  dis- 
similar as  possible.  The  one  is  put  up  in  boxes,  the  other  in 
packages ;  the  labels  are  of  opposite  colors  and  designs,  and  the 
types  of  different  sizes,  and  the  reading  matter  varied ;  while 
for  the  codfish  which  is  engraved  upon  the  plaintiff's  label,  and 
which  constitutes,  as  indeed  the  stamp  expressly  indicates,  his 
real  "  trade-mark,"  the  defendants  have  substituted  something 
which  bears  a  feeble  resemblance  to  a  soft-shell  crab.  No  pur- 
chaser can  mistake  the  one  preparation  for  the  other,  and  the 
defendants'  intention  is  perfectly  clear.  It  is  while  using  the 
word  desicated,  as  we  have  seen,  their  right  to  sell  the  arti- 
cle produced  of  their  own  and  not  of  the  plaintiff's  desication. 

The  motion  to  dissolve  the  injunction  must  therefore  be 
granted. 

From  this  decision  the  plaintiff  appealed  to  the  General 
Term  of  this  court. 

Stewart^  Ritoh  <&  Woodford^  for  appellant. 

OUbert  cfe  SmecReyy  for  respondents. 

By  the  Couet. — Bbady,  J. — ^The  plaintiff  in  this  case  did 
not  rely  upon  the  words  "  desicated  codfish  "  as  the  distinguish- 
ing symbol  for  his  manufacture.  If  he  had  done  so,  it  would 
be  necessary,  in  order  to  sustain  the  ruling  at  special  term,  to 
show  that  there  was  a  difference  between  the  plaintiff's  trade- 
mark and  that  which  was  upheld  in  Messerde  v.  Tynberg^  de- 
cided in  this  court.  The  plaintiff,  as  appears  from  the  labels 
employed  by  him,  used  the  words  '^  desicated  codfish  "  to  de- 
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Bcribe  the  article  of  merchandise  which  he  offered  for  sale.  The 
word  "  desicated  "  implied  that  in  his  preparation  of  codfish  it 
was  deprived  of  moisture,  but  in  what  manner  and  with  what 
advantages,  are  not  stated  on  the  labels.  This  is  apparent  from 
the^  fact  that  the  label  exhibits  the  letter  C  with  a  fish  travers- 
ing it,  on  which  is  printed,  "  Trade-mark,"  and  that  is  his  trade- 
mark, in  the  use  of  which  he  would  be  protected.  But  as 
already  stated,  he  has  not  relied  upon  the  words  "desicated 
codfish"  exclusively,  and  these  words  are  the  only  appropria- 
tion which  the  defendants  have  made  of  any  valuable  part  of 
the  plaintiff's  label.  The  defendants  have  adopted  a  trade-mark 
and  a  label  different  from  that  of  the  plaintiff  both  in  design 
and  color.  It  also  appears  that  the  word  "desicated"  had 
been  used  prior  to  its  employment  by  the  plaintiff,  to  designate 
various  animal  and  vegetable  substances,  by  William  J.  Rand, 
under  whose  authority  the  defendants  are  manufacturing,  and 
that  he  had  desicated  fish,  although  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
had,  or  that  the  defendants  or  any  other  person  had,  publicly 
used  the  word  in  reference  to  codfish  prior  to  the  plaintiff. 
Although  the  word  itself  is  one  in  which  no  person  could  have 
an  exclusive  property,  yet  the  application  of  it  to  a  particular 
manufacture,  might  have  created  in  reference  to  such  manufac- 
ture an  exclusive  proprietorship,  but  it  could  not  be  acquired 
unless  the  words  alone  were  employed  to  accomplish  the  repu- 
tation and  value  of  the  manufacture,  and  succeeded  in  doing  so. 
If  any  other  symbol  be  employed,  which,  with  the  words  used, 
constitute  the  trade-mark,  the  words  cannot  be  said  to  have  the 
object  suggested,  and  must  be  regarded  as  indicating  quality, 
description,  or  process,  as  the  case  may  be.  I  think,  for  these 
reasons,  that  the  order  should  be  aflirmed. 

Order  aflBrmed. 
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John  F.  Butteewobth  v.  William  Cbawford. 

The  owner  of  two  adjoining  lots  of  land.  Numbers  88  and  85,  dog  a  yanlt,  extend- 
ing partly  into  each  lot,  from  which  he  constructed  a  drain  running  through  lot 
Na  85  to  the  street  sewer.  He  conveyed  lot  No.  85  to  the  defendant  by  deed 
containing  a  corenant  against  incumbrances,  and  subsequently  couTcyed  lot 
No.  88  to  the  plaintifil 

MeU,  that  the  defendant  took  his  lot  with  the  seryitude  annexed,  and  that  the 
pluntiff  might  maintain  an  injunction  to  restrain  defendant  from  destroying  the 
drun. 

It  is  no  defence  to  such  an  action  that  the  defendant  purchased  his  lot  without 
notice  of  the  easement 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  entered  on  the  report  of  a  referee. 

The  action  was  brought  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  defend- 
ant from  removing  a  sewer.  After  issue  was  joined,  the  action 
was  referred  to  Hon.  Murray  Hoffman,  as  sole  referee^  who 
found  the  facts,  as  follows : 

That  one  Henry  Yolkening  was,  in  the  year  1864,  owner 
of  two  certain  lots  or  parcels  of  ground,  with  dwelling-houses 
upon  each  of  them,  known  as  Numbers  83  and  85  West  Forty- 
sixth  street,  in  the  city  of  New  York.  That  while  he  contin- 
ued such  owner,  he  dug  and  formed  a  vault,  extending  partly 
into  the  yard  of  each  of  such  houses,  and  constructed  a  drain 
from  such  vault,  running  through  the  lot  Number  85  to  the 
sewer  in  Forty-sixth  street.  That  he  ran  to  a  division  fence, 
between  the  yards  of  the  said  two  houses  extending  from  the 
rear  of  such  houses  to  the  rear  of  the  lots,  which  fence  was 
upon  the  division  line,  and  crossed  the  center  of  such  vault. 
lliat  he  constructed  an  out-house  or  building  over  such  vault, 
which  was  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  fence  aforesaid,  and 
formed  a  privy  on  each  side  thereof,  for  the  separate  use  of  the 
tenants  of  such  houses  respectively.  The  roof  of  such  building 
had  its  apex  a  few  inches  above  the  top  of  such  fence.  That 
after  the  erection  of  the  said  out-house  and  vault,  and  of  the 
draiii  before  mentioned,  the  said  Yolkening,  on  the  11th  day  of 
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December,  1865,  executed  a  deed  for  the  honse  and  lot  known 
as  No.  85  West  Forty-sixth  street,  for  the  consideration  and  in 
the  manner,  and  containing  all  the  covenants  nsnal  in  a  ftdl 
warranty  deed.  And  that  possession  of  said  premises  was  im- 
mediately taken  on  reception  of  snch  deed.  Jhat  subsequently 
thereto,  and  on  the  26th  day  of  January,  1866,  the  said  Vol- 
kening  executed  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff  herein,  a  deed 
for  the  house  and  lot  No.  88  West  Forty-sixth  street. 

That  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  January,  1867,  and  before 
the  commencement  of  this  action,  the  said  plaintiff  leased  the 
said  premises.  No.  83  West  Forty-sixth  street,  so  conveyed  to 
him,  to  one  Beerman,  for  a  term  of  three  years,  the  said  tenant 
to  keep  the  property  in  good  repair.  And  that  said  Beerman 
took  possession  forthwith,  and  hath,  by  himself  or  his  under- 
tenants, since  held  possession  of  the  same.  In  case  of  the 
destruction  of  the  buildings  by  fire,  such  lease  was  to  terminate. 
Tliat  in  the  summer  of  the  year  1866,  before  the  commencement 
of  this  suit,  the  defendant  built  a  privy  on  his  said  premises, 
No.  86  West  Forty-sixth  street,  about  twelve  feet  further  to- 
wards the  rear  of  his  lot,  and  extended  the  said  drain  to  the 
vault  of  such  privy,  and  then  cut  off  all  connection  between 
that  portion  of  the  said  vault  on  the  plaintiff's  lot  and  said 
drain.  All  this  was  done  upon  his,  the  defendant's  lot,  No. 
86.  That  a  drain  from  the  plaintiff's  house.  No.  83,  to  the 
sewer  in  the  street,  can  be  constructed  without  difSeulty. 

The  referee  found,  as  conclusions  of  law,  that  the  defendant 
had  no  right  to  cut  off  or  obstruct  the  communication  from 
that  part  of  the  vault  on  the  plaintiff's  lot,  by  the  drain  afore- 
said, through  defendant's  premises  to  the  common  sewer  in  the 
street ;  and  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a  judgment  re- 
straining the  defendant  from  continuing  the  obstruction  to 
the  use  of  such  drain,  and  requiring  him  to  open  such  drain, 
and  restore  the  same  to  the  condition  it  was  in  at  the  time  of 
the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff. 

The  referee  also  delivered  the  following  opinion : 

(1.)  Upon  the  pleadings  in  this  case,  and  the  admissions  be- 
fore me,  I  must  conclude,  that  the  deed  to  the  defendant  by 
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Yolkening,  was  executed  and  took  legal  effect  /before  that  to 
the  plaintiff,  and  that  the  defendant  took  possession  of  his  lot 
first.  This  dispenses  with  the  examination  of  a  nice  point  of 
law  arising  upon  the  face  of  the  deeds  of  December  lltb,  1866, 
and  January,  1 866,  the  acknowledgments,  &c. 

(2.)  Therefore,  the  question  is,  what  was  the  legal  opera^ 
tion  of  Volkening's  conveyance  of  No.  85,  by  such  deed,  retain- 
ing the  ownership  of  No.  88  in  himself? 

The  drain  from  the  common  vault  ran  through  the  premises 
thus  conveyed  to  the  defendant.  This  was  the  easement  upon 
No.  85,  and  attached  to  No.  83.  The  premises  No.  86  were 
the  servient,  No.  83  the  dominant  ea^ment. 

The  cases  are  collected  in  the  fourth  edition  of  Gale  on 
Easements,  and  among  other  authorities,  the  author  cites  Pyer 
V.  Carter  {^  Hurlst.  &  Nor.,  916),  which  is  not  noticed  in  Lamp- 
man,  v.  Milks.  It  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  find  a  case 
more  precisely  identical  with  the  present,  and  decidedly  in  the 
plaintiff's  favor.  This  case  is  disapproved  of  by  Lord  Chancel- 
lor Wkstbubt,  in  Einohclijfe  v.  Hie  Earl  of  Eiimoul  (6 
Bing  N.  C.  1),  and  by  others ;  but  it  is  approved  in  EwaH  v. 
Coehra^e^  in  the  House  of  Lords. 

It  strikes  me  that  the  distinction  made  by  the  late  edition 
of  Gale's  book,  is  a  sound  one ;  and  that  when  the  owner  of 
both  parcels  conveys  the  servient  parcel  by  a  full  deed  vrith 
covenants,  none  but  easements  of  necessity  can  be  treated  as 
retained  by  him  for  the  parcel  reserved. 

The  able  argument  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendant,  also  is 
entitled  to  great  weight.  But  the  court  have  laid  down  the 
rule,  in  Lampman  v.  MUhs  (21  N.  T.  605),  in  so  decided  a 
manner  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  so  corresponding  with  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Exchequer  referred  to,  that  it  is  im- 
possible for  me  to  refuse  to  be  governed  by  it.  It  may  be  that 
what  is  said  was  not  strictly  necessary  for  the  decision  of  the 
case,  but  when  the  court,  without  a  question,  allow  an  opinion 
to  go  forth,  stating  a  rule  very  positively,  a  referee  at  least 
mult  be  bound. 

(3.)  I  think,  after  looking  at  the  cases,  particularly  Alston  v. 
Scales,  9  Bing.  3;  Qtceen's  GoUeffev.  EaUetty  14  East,  489; 
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Bower  v.  Silly  1  Bing.  N.  0,  649 ;  Hastings  v.  Lioermorej  7 
Gray,  194;  Baker  v.  Sanderson^  8  Pick.  348;  and  Austin  v. 
Hudson  River  H.  B.  Co.j  25  N.  Y.  884 — the  plaintiff  is  in  a 
situation  to  sustain  the  action. 

(4.)  The  evidence  is  insufficient  to  make  out  a  case  of  nui- 
'sance. 

(5.)  Even  supposing  that  the  evidence  made  out  that  the 
drain  was  not  of  sufficient  capacity,  that  could  not  justify  the 
defendant  in  wholly  cutting  it  off,  depriving  the  plaintiff  of  the 
partial  benefit  derived  from  it.  An  application  to  enlarge  and 
repair  was  the  proper  course. 

(6.)  That  the  plaintiff  could  make  a  drain  at  a  small  expense 
from  his  own  lot  was  urged  in  the  case  in  Exchequer  referred 
to,  and  held  unavailing. 

(7.)  The  answer  contains  an  averment  that  the  plaintiff 
misused  the  privy  by  throwing  quantities  of  garbage,  feathers, 
and  other  matter  into»it,  which  caused  the  drain  to  be  ob- 
structed. If  this  had  been  made  out  in  proof,  the  d^ence 
would  have  been  perfect  {Ca/u)T(kodl  v.  Bussel,  26  Law  Journal 
Exch.,  84).  The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  the  remedy  he  prays. 
He  has  not  proven  damages. 

The  jurisdiction  of  equity  in  the  case  is  made  out. 
.(See  the  cases  in  Hammond's  Edition  of  Gale's  Law  of 
Easement,  pp.  313,  304,  especially  Bobinson  v.  Zard  Byron,  1 
M.  C.  C,  588,  and  3  L.  Rep.,  380  Exch.) 

From  the  judgment  entered  on  these  findings,  the  defend- 
ant appealed  to  the  General  Term. 

Nelson  Smithy  for  appellant. 

L  The  referee  erred  in  deciding  that  the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  an  easement  for  the  drainage  of  his  out-house 
through  the  defendant's  premises.  An  easement  can  only  be 
created  by  deed  or  by  prescription  {Hewlins  v.  Shijopo/m,  5 
Sam.  &  Ores.  221),  it  cannot  be  created  by  parol  ( Wolfe  v. 
Mvsty  4  Sand.  Ch.  72).  The  plaintiff  does  not  claim  by  pre- 
scription, and  we  submit  that  he  cannot  claim  by  deed. 
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II.  No  easement  in  favor  of  Volkening  upon  the  premises 
conveyed  by  him  to  the  defendant,  was  raised,  reserved,  or 
created  by  snch  conveyance.  The  deed  was  entirely  in  the 
language  of  Yolkening,  signed  by  him  only — ^its  words  are  his 
words — and  according  to  the  well-settled  rale  of  construction  in 
such  cases,  it  is  to  be  taken  most  strongly  against  him ;  he  is 
estopped  by  the  covenants  in  this  deed  irom  ever  claiming  any 
interest  in  the  premises  in  the  nature  of  an  easement  or  other- 
wise (2  Greenleaf  s  Cruise  on  E.  P.  611 ;  Jackson  v,  Stevens^  13 
Johns.  816). 

ni.  Where  the  owner  of  real  estate,  by  his  alteration  of  the 
natural  distribution  of  the  qualities  of  land  renders  one  portion 
subservient  to  another,  and  then  conveys  the  dominant  portion, 
an  easement  upon  the  servient  portion  is  raised  in  favor  of  the 
grantee  {Lcmpman  v.  MUka^  21  N.  T.  505),  but  when  the 
owner  first  conveys  the  servient  portion  unqualifiedly,  no 
easement  is  raised  in  favor  of  the  grantor  for  the  dominant  por- 
tion, except  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  and  not  even  then,  if 
is  is  apparent  from  the  provisions  of  the  deed  that  such  a  reser- 
vation could  not  have  been  intended  {Bvrr  v.  MiUe^  21  Wend. 
290 ;  Preble  v.  Heed,  17  Me.  169 ;  Hathom  v.  Stimson,  10 
Me.  224 ;  MoTavieh  v.  CwrroUy  7  Md.  352 ;  Johnson  v.  Jordan^ 
2  Mete.  234). 

IT.  Conceding  that  Volkening,  upon  a  simple  conveyance, 
would  have  been  entitled  to  an  easement,  yet  it  was  competent 
for  him  to  release  it,  and  the  deed  in  question  which  he  exe- 
cuted to  the  defendant,  is  not  only  a  conveyance  but  an  abso- 
lute release  and  discharge  of  all  right  and  every  interest  which 
the  grantor  had  in  the  premises  capable  of  being  conveyed. 

V.  The  plaintiff  necessarily  claims  through  Volkening,  and 
has  no  right  except  such  as  Volkening  had  after  his  conveyance 
to  the  defendant  Volkening  having  no  right,  it  follows  that  the 
plaintiff  has  none. 

VI.  The  referee  erred  in  excluding  evidence  to  prove  that 
defendant  had  no  notice  when  he  bought  that  the  drain  was 
through  his  lot  The  offer  necessarily  implies  what  the  de- 
fendant also  offered  to  prove  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
appearance  of  the  premises  from  which  notice  would  be  com- 
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mnnicated,  and,  therefore,  excludes  the  theory  stated  in  Pyer 
Y.  Carter  (1  Hurlst  &  Nor.  916),  that  the  defendant  was  bound 
to  take  notice.  In  Zampnum  v.  MUksy  notice  i&  regarded  as 
an  important  element 

VII.  The  injury,  supposing  the  right  of  an  easement  to 
exist,  is  that  of  the  plaintiff's  tenant ;  the  plaintiff  does  not  aver 
in  his  complaint  that  his  reversionary  interests  are  injured,  and 
has  not  shown  that  he  has  sustained  any  damage.  He  only 
shows  such  an  injury  as  affects  his  tenant,  who  alone  has  the 
right  of  action  if  any  {Baker  v.  Sanderson^  3  Pick.  348 ;  Haei' 
ingg  V.  Livermore^  7  Gray,  194 ;  Foley  v.  Wyeih^  2  Allen,  135). 

Samuel  Stevens^  for  respondent, 

L  The  plaintiff  has  an  easement  by  which  he  is  entitled  to 
the  use,  for  drainage  purposes,  of  the  sewer  in  question. 

This  is  an  easement  created  by  implication  of  a  grant,  upon 
the  severance  of  an  heritage  by  its  owner,  into  two  parts.  It 
belongs  to  the  class  of  continuous  and  apparent  easements 
which  have  been  used  by  the  owner  during  the  unity  of  the 
estate  (Gale  &  Wheatley  on  Easements,  p.  38 ;  Orleans  Nav. 
Co.  V.  New  Orleans^  2  Martin,  O.  S,  10 ;  I/mpman  v.  Milka^ 
21  N.  Y.  505). 

n.  The  interference  with  the  enjoyment  of  the  easetnent 
will  be  restrained  in  equity  by  injunction.  The  plaintiff  has 
such  an  interest  in  the  premises,  as  landlord,  as  entitles  him 
to  bring  and  sustain  this  action  {Aldridge  v.  Si/uyvesantj  1 
Hall,  210). 

By  the  Court. — Dalt,  F.  J. — The  only  feature  which  dis- 
tinguishes this  case  from  Pyer  v.  Ca/rter^  1  Hurlst.  &  Nor.  916, 
is  that  the  deed  here  conveying  the  servient,  tenement  con- 
tained a  covenant  that  it  was  free  of  all  charges,  incumbrances, 
&c.,  &c.,  but  that  distinction  does  not,  in  my  judgment,  affect 
the  principle  upon  which  Pyer  v.  Carter  was  decided,  which 
was,  in  the  language  of  Baron  Watson,  that  it  is  in  accordance 
with  reason,  that  when  the  owner  of  two  or  more  adjoining 
houses  sells  and  conveys  one  of  them  to  a  purchaser,  such 
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house  in  his  bands  is  subject  to  all  the  drains  then  necessarily 
used  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  adjoining  house,  without  any  ex- 
press reservation  or  grant)  because  he  purchases  the  house  as  it 
is ;  and  he  adds  the  very  pertinent  reason  that  the  inconve- 
niences in  towns  would  be  very  great,  if,  when  the  owner  of 
several  houses  conveys  one  of  them  separately,  the  purchaser  of 
the  house  could  stop  up  the  system  of  drainage  made  for  the 
benefit  and  necessary  occupation  of  the  whole. 

Justice  Selden,  in  Zamjman  v.  Milks^  21  TS.  Y.  Eep.  512, 
has  stated  very  concisely,  the  rule  necessarily  to  be  deduced  | 
from  the  decision  made  in  the  early  case  of  Bdbhina  v.  BameSj 
JTcb.  131,  that  "  upon  the  severance  of  two  tenements  belong- 
ing to  the  same  owner,  by  the  conveyance  of  one  or  both,  they 
must  be  taken  as  they  were  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance.  If, 
therefore,  the  owner  retains  the  tenement  benefited,  and  sells 
that  upon  which  the  burden  has  been  imposed,  the  purchaser 
takes  the  latter  with  the  burden  of  servitude  annexed."  It  is, 
as  the  respondent  has  argued,  the  rule  of  the  common  law,  that 
when  the  owner  of  two  tenements  sells  one  of  them,  the  pur- 
chaser takes  the  one  sold  with  all  the  benefits  and  burdens  as 
between  it  and  the  other  tenement,  which  existed  at  the  time 
of  the  severance  and  sale,  a  proposition  fuUy  borne  out  by  the 
authorities  to  which  he  has  referred. 

The  owner  of  the  two  adjoining  houses  in  this  case,  fTos.  83 
and  85,  built  a  vault,  which  was  partly  extended  over  both  lots, 
from  which  vault  he  constructed  a  drain,  extending  over  lot  85 
to  the  sewer  in  46th  street.  The  vault  and  the  drain  was  one 
general  structure  for  the  benefit  of  both  heuses,  and  when  he 
severed  the  ownership  by  conveying  lot  85,  over  which  the 
drain  was  built,  to  the  defendant,  the  defendant  necessarily  took 
it  with  the  sewer-tube  annexed.  It  does  not  affect  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rule  that  he  covenanted  in  the  deed  that  the  lot  then 
conveyed  was  free  of  incumbrance,  because  that  was  not  an  in- 
cumbrance. It  was  an  easement  which  the  owner  of  lot  83 
bad,  after  the  severance,  that  the  vault  or  cess-pool  built  upon 
both  lots,  and  extending  four  feet  over  each,  should  continue 
with  the  drain  from  it  over  lot  85  to  the  sewer  in  46th  street. 
Easements  are  in  certain  cases  incumbrances,  but  not  in  a  case 
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like  this.  In  Whiibeck  v.  Coohy  15  JohnB.  483,  Chief  Justice 
Spencer  was  of  the  opinion  that  even  a  highway  through  the 
land  was  not  within  the  covenants  of  the  deed  an  incumbrance, 
for  the  reason  that  the  purchaser  must  be  presumed  to  have 
known  of  the  existence  of  a  road  over  the  land  common  to  the 
public,  and  had  no  right  to  complain  that  the  general  covenants 
in  his  deed  were  broken  by  the  existence  of  what  he  saw  when 
he  purchased  the  property ;  though  the  reverse  has  been  held 
in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  where  a  highway  has  been 
regarded  as  an  incnmbrance  within  the  meaning  of  the  cov- 
enant {Kellogg  v.  Ingersoll,  2  ICass.  96 ;  JBiMard  v.  Norfcm^  10 
Conn.  E.  422). 

But  in  a  case,  however,  much  more  in  point  {Hendricks  v. 
Sla/rky  37  N.  T.  106),  it  was  held,  by  the  unanimous  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  that  a  party  wall  was  not  such  an  ease- 
ment or  incumbrance  upon  the  premises  as  would  relieve  the 
defendant  from  his  contract  to  purchase  them,  though  he  was 
ignorant  that  the  walls  were  party  walls  when  he  made  the  con- 
tract. The  failure  of  the  defendant,  says  the  court,  to  inform 
himself  upon  a  subject  npon  which  the  contract  was  silent, 
shows  that  he  was  content  to  buy  without  being  at  the  trouble 
of  examination  or  inquiry,  and  a  specific  performance  of  the 
contract  to  purchase  was  enforced.  Ui)on  a  contract  to  pur- 
chase, a  party  is  not  bound  to  take  the  property,  if  he  finds  that 
there  is  a  subsisting  legal  incumbrance  upon  it,  and  this  deci- 
sion, therefore,  necessarily  proceeded  upon  the  ground  that  a 
party  wall  is  not  such  an  incumbrance.  A  party  wall  is  an 
easement  creating  a*  community  of  interest  between  adjoining 
proprietors,  and  this  is  exactly  what  the  vault  and  drain  from 
it  was,  in  this  case. 

This  decision  is  an  answer  to  the  defendant's  second  point, 
that  the  referee  erred  in  excluding  his  offer  to  show  that  he  had 
no  notice  of  the  vault  and  drain  over  the  lot  when  he  purchased 
it,  and  his  third  point  is  untenable.  The  injury  complained  of 
— the  cutting  off  the  drain — was  an  injury  to  the  inheritance, 
which  the  plaintiff  had  the  right  to  restrain  by  injunction, 
though  he  had  leased  the  tenement,  and  it  was  in  the  the  occu- 
pation of  his  lessee  when  the  act  complained  of  was  done. 

The  report  of  the  referee  should  be  affirmed. 
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Bryan  Donohue  v.  The  Mayob,  &o.,  op  New  Yoek. 

Althongli  no  action  can  be  midntained  against  a  municipal  corporation  for  dam- 
ages reaolting  from  an  act  done  by  it  in  its  sovereign  or  judicial  character,  yet 
where  the  act,  «.  ff,,  the  constniction  of  a  sewer, — ^is  performed  so  negligently 
that  the  plaintiff  is  injnred  by  reason  of  snch  negligence,  he  may  recover  his 
damages. 

Thns  where  the  defendant,  in  constmctiog  a  sewer  which  intersected  a  natural 
stream  of  water  running  through  the  plaintiff's  land,  neglected  to  provide 
egress  for  the  stream,  by  reason  of  which  the  water  was  dammed  back  upon  the 
plaintiff's  land,  causing  injury  to  his  premises,— iET^^,  that  the  defendaut  was 
liable  in  damages. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  trial  term. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  sus- 
tained by  the  plaintiff  under  the  following  circumstances :  The 
plaintiff  occupied  certain  premises  on  Seventy-fifth  street  as  a 
dwelling-house  and  gardens,  which  were  situated  below  the  grade 
of  the  adjoining  streets.  A  stream  of  water  ran  near  the  prem- 
ises and  tlirough  a  culvert  constructed  under  Second  aventie. 
The  corporation  directed  its  contractor  to  construct  a  sewer 
which  intersected  the  culvert  in  Second  avenue.  In  construct- 
ing the  sewer,  the  flow  of  water  through  the  culvert  was  neces- 
sarily stopped,  and  the  water  overflowing  on  the  plaintiff's 
premises,  caused  the  damages,  for  which  he  sued.  It  appeared 
that  there  could  have  been  provision  made  for  the  egress  of 
the  water  during  the  construction  of  the  sewer. 

The  action  was  tried  before  Barrett,  J.,  without  a  jury, 
May  18,  1868,  and  the  Judge  found  as  follows : 

JPtrst — As  matter  of  fact ;  that  in  or  about  the  month  of 
August,  1865,  the  plaintiff  suffered  damage  in  the  destruction 
of  his  garden  by  an  overflow  of  water  thereon,  to  the  amount 
of  $300;  that  such  damage  was  caused  by  the  construction  of  a 
sewer  through  Seventy-fourth  street,  New  York  city,  under 
the  direction  of  the  defendants,  and  particularly  by  defendants 
neglecting  to  provide  ^ess  for  a  stream  of  water  which  ran 
through  said  grounds,  and  which  was  dammed  back  upon 
plaintiff's  grounds  by  said  sewer. 
Vol.  m.— 5 
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That  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  gross  negligence^  in 
causing  said  sewer  to  be  constructed  without  also  providing  for 
the  egress  of  the  water  of  said  stream. 

Second — ^As  matter  of  law ;  that  the  defendants  have  been 
guilty  of  gross  negligence  in  the  premises,  and  are  l^ally 
responsible  to  the  plaintiff  for  his  damages  sustained  as  afore- 
said, and  that  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  judgment  against 
said  defendants,  for  the  said  sum  of  $300,  besides  costs. 

From  this  judgment  defendants  appealed  to  the  general 
term. 

Bichard  O^Oarman^  for  appellants,  cited  The  Oovemor 
tmd  Company  v.  Meredith^  4  Dumf.  and  East,  795 ;  SaU  v. 
Smithy  2  Bing.  156;  Fvltm  v.  Clark,  6  Taunton;  Wilson 
V.  The  Mayor,  1  Denio,  595 ;  Eaddiffy.  The  Mayor,  4  K  Y. 
195 ;  MiUs  v.  The  City  of  Brooklyn,  32  N.  T.  496. 

John  Mapee,  for  respondent,  cited  Kavanagh  v.  City  of 
Brooklyn,  38  Barb.  232 ;  Bochegter  White  Lead  Co.  v.  Boches- 
ter^  3  N.  Y.  463;  Conrad  v.  Bhaoa,  16  K  Y.  159;  Westr. 
Brockport,  16  Id.  161 ;  Storrs  v.  Utiea,  17  Id.  104 ;  Barton  v. 
Syracuse,  36  Id.  54 ;  Zockwood  v.  Mayor,  (&c.,  of  N.  Y.,  2 
Hilton,  66. 

By  the  Court. — ^Brady,  J. — The  defendants  determined  to 
construct,  and  did  construct,  a  sewer  in  Seventy-fourth  street. 
In  the  course  of  the  work,  a  natural  stream  which  ran  from  the 
Central  Park  to  Avenue  A,  and  thence  to  the  river,  was 
dammed  up  by  the  contractor  in  order  to  complete  the  sewer, 
as  required  by  his  agreement  with  the  defendants.  Before  the 
sewer  was  built,  the  waters  of  the  stream  found  outlets  at  dif- 
ferent places.  The  stream  ran  across  the  Second  avenue, 
through  an  archway,  and  the  line  of  it  as  compared  with  the 
line  of  the  sewer  was  a  direct  line.  It  was  three  feet  lower,  how- 
ever, than  the  sewer  where  it  entered  upon  the  north  side  of 
Seventy-fourth  street.  Tlie  effect  of  laying  the  sewer  was  to 
create  a  pond  which  continued  to  exist  up  to  the  time  this 
action  was  tried,  and  the  result  to  the  plaintiff  was  the  inunda- 
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tion  of  his  land  and  the  loss  of  his  crops.  The  jadge  presiding 
at  trial  term  found  that  the  plaintiff  suffered  damage  which 
was  caused  by  the  construction  of  the  sewer  already  mentioned, 
and  particularly  by  defendants  neglecting  to  provide  egress  for 
the  stream  of  water  also,  already  mentioned,  which  was 
dammed  back  upon  plaintiff's  grounds  by  the  sewer.  The 
judge  also  found  that  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  gross  neg- 
ligence, in  fact  and  in  law,  in  causing  the  sewer  to  be  con- 
etracted  without  also  providing  for  the  egress  of  the  water  of 
the  stream,  and  awarded  the  damages  which  he  thought  the 
plaintiff  had  sustained.  It  was  not  disputed  upon  the  trial 
that  a  culvert  could  have  been  built  below  the  line  of  the 
sewer,  which  would  have  carried  off  the  water.  Upon  these 
facts  can  this  action  be  maintained?  W^ere  the  defendants 
bound  to  provide  for  the  egress  of  the  water  of  a  natural  stream, 
the  interruption  of  the  course  of  which  injuriously  affected  the^ 
property  of  the  plaintiff?  The  cases  bearing  upon  this  subject 
seem  to  establish  these  rules : 

1.  That  when  the  act  done  by  a  municipal  corporation  is 
one  of  sovereignty,  or  judicial  in  its  character,  no  action  can 
be  maintained  against  them  for  its  results. 

2.  Where  the  act  done  becomes  ministerial,  in  consequence 
of  its  performance  having  been  determined  upon  by  the  sove- 
reign power  of  the  corporation,  no  action  can  be  maintained 
agains!  them  for  damages  sustained  unless  the  thing  done  is 
negligently  or  unskillfully  done ;  and, 

3.  When  an  act  is  performed,  and  it  is  one  which  imposes 
future  obligations  upon  the  corporation,  or  in  consequence  of 
its  having  been  done,  future  obligations  of  a  ministerial  charac- 
ter are  assumed,  such  as  to  keep  a  sewer  in  repair,  an  action 
may  be  maintained  for  damages  consequent  upon  the  omission 
to  perform  that  duty  {BaUey  v.  Mayor^  <fe^.,  3  Hill,  531 ; 

.  Boehegter  White  Lead  Go.  v.  OH/y  of  Rochester,  3  K  ¥.463; 
Raddiffy.  Mayor,  dso.,  4  N.  T.  195 ;  Mills  v.  City  of  Brooh- 
Zyn,  32  N.  T.  489 ;  WHsan  v.  Mayor,  dkc,  1  Denio,  595 ;  Bar- 
ton  V.  City  of  Syracuse,  36  N".  Y.  64 ;  Con/rad  v.  Trustees  of 
the  ViUage  of  Ithaca,  16  K  T.  158).  There  are  also  other 
actions  for  omissions  of  duty  clearly  imposed  upon  corporations 
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to  which  it  is  not  considered  necessary  here  to  refer  in  detail. 
The  defendants  had  the  power  to  direct  the  construction  of  the 
sewer,  its  dimensions,  general  character,  and  precise  locality. 
They  did  so,  and  the  contractor  proceeded  to  perform  the  con- 
tract he  had  made.  They  did  not  assail  his  fidelity,  but  averred 
that  ^^  if  any  damage  was  caused  the  plaintiff,  it  resulted  neces- 
sarily from  making  the  improvement,  and  that  the  defendants 
were,  therefore,  not  liable.  It  cannot  be  questioned  that  the 
defendants  had  the  power  to  do  whatever  was  necessary  to  ac- 
complish the  object  in  view,  sdias  popvU  est  sv^ema  leXj  and 
therefore  had  the  right  to  dam  up  the  waters  of  the  stream  as 
long  as  it  was  necessary  to  do  so  in  order  to  complete  the 
sewer,  but  if  it  were  not  necessary,  and  it  could  have  been 
avoided  by  ordinary  care,  the  defendants  were  bound  to  exer- 
cise such  care.  To  that  extent,  however,  and  to  that  extent 
only,  they  were  free  from  restraint  or  liability.  They  had  not 
the  right  to  permanently  arrest  the  course  of  a  natural  stream, 
and  as  the  result  thereof  to  throw  back  its  waters  upon  the 
plaintiff's  land,  unless  it  was  inevitable.  It  would,  in  such  a 
case,  necessarily  result  from  making  the  improvement,  and  per- 
haps justify  the  defence  assumed  in  this  case.  There  is 
nothing,  however,  in  this  case  to  show  that  any  such  necessity 
existed.  It  appears,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  waters  could 
have  been  carried  off,  as  already  stated,  and  the  omission  to 
make  a  culvert  for  that  purpose — thus  restoring  egress— waa 
negligence,  and  negligence  in  the  performance  of  a  ministerial 
act.  And  it  may  be  added  here,  with  great  propriety,  that  the 
obligation  to  make  the  culvert  was  increased  from  the  fact 
that  neither  the  plaintiff  nor  the  owner  of  the  land  would  have 
the  right  to  build  it  under  the  sewer  without  the  permission  of 
the  defendants.  The  cases  relating  to  water  courses  do  not 
furnish  any  illustrations  of  the  precise  responsibilities  of  cor- 
porations in  a  case  like  this.  They  relate  to  water  courses  in- 
terrupted, or  interfered  with,  or  obstructed,  on  which  mill 
dams  are  erected,  and  the  waters  of  which  are  employed  for 
purposes  of  commerce  or  irrigation.  They  do  not  advise  us  of 
the  power  which  corporations  possess  in  reference  to  natural 
streams  in  the  performance  of  public  duties,  which  may  be  re- 
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garded  as  public  benefits.  The  general  principle,  however,  of 
care  and  skill  in  the  exercise  of  municipal  authority  applies 
with  equal  force  to  this  case  as  to  others  in  which  negligence 
and  want  of  skill  forms  the  basis  of  liability.  In  the  case  of 
Banon  cfe  Oraig  v.  Corporation  of  Baltirrwre^  2  American 
Jurist,  203  (No.  4),  a  well  considered  case,  the  defendants  were 
held  liable  for  having,  in  the  exercise  of  their  municipal  powers, 
diverted  certain  streams  from  their  natural  channels  to  a  point 
near  the  plaintiffs'  wharf,  on  navigable  water,  within  the  har- 
bor and  city  of  Baltimore,  to  which  point  a  large  deposit  of 
sand  and  earth  was  carried  down  by  the  streams,  and  by  which 
the  value  of  the  wharf  was  injuriously  affected.  The  decision 
seems  to  rest  upon  the  doctrine  that  the  corporation  had  no 
power  to  devote  private  property  to  public  use,  or  to  deprive 
an  individual  of  his  property  without  indemnity ;  and  Oh.  J. 
Archer  said,  "  Has  there  been  such  a  deprivation  here  ?  There 
has,  certainly,  been  what  is  equivalent  to  it.  The  plaintiff  has 
his  land,  it  is  true,  but  he  has  been  deprived  of  the  profits 
growing  out  of  its  tenure,  and  that  by  the  act  of  the  defend- 
ants.'^ And  again,  "  if  the  corporation  had  before  the  right  to 
divert  water  courses  and  natural  drains,  to  subserve  the  public 
benefit,  that  is,  its  own  benefit,  it  will  still  possess  it,  sujjject  to 
the  just  limitation,  that  it  pays  for  the  deprivation,  whether  im- 
mediate or  consequential.  These  views  are  in  accord  with  the 
result  arrived  at  on  this  appeal,  and  commend  themselves  as 
just  interpretations  of  the  relations  existing  between  municipal 
corporations  and  the  citizen  subject  to  their  power. 

The  facts  and  circumstances  of  this  action  differ  from  those 
in  Wiharh  v.  The  Mayor ^  cfe?.,  and  Raddiff  v.  The  Mayor  dke. ' 
{suprci).  The  injuries  on  those  cases  were  incidental  to  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  power  possessed,'  and  were  the  natural 
and  necessary  consequences  of  making  the  improvement,  and 
making  it  properly  and  without  negligence  or  unskillfulness. 
The  defendants  having,  in  those  cases,  employed  their  author- 
ity rightfully  in  sovereignty  and  ministerially,  the  plaintiff's  in- 
juries were  embraced  in  the  class  to  which  the  maxim  damnum 
abeque  injuria  is  applied.  The  judgment  against  them  in  this 
action  was  properly  rendered,  and  they  must  respond.    The 
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negligence  charged  upon  them  brings  them  within  the  rule  as 
to  the  liability  of  corporations  declared  by  the  authorities  refer- 
red to,  and  renders  the  conclnsion  stated  imperative. 
Judgment  affirmed. 


Jaicks  B.  Hodgskin  et  cH.  v,  Atlaktic  Ain)  Pacific  Kailboad 
CoMPANT  et  al. 

SubdiTiaion  7  of  section  401  of  the  Code  of  IVooedore,  proyiding  that  a  referee 
may  be  appointed  by  order  to  take  the  affidavit  of  "  any  person  "  to  be  naed  upon 
a  motion,  who  shall  have  refiised  to  make  It^  does  not  apply  to  a  party  to  the 
action.  The  case  oiFUk  y.  Chicago,  Rock  Island  A  Faeijic  R,  RCo.,  8  Abb.  Pr. 
N.  8.  480,  disapproyed  on  this  point 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiffs  from  an  order  made  at  Special 
Term  by  Barrett,  J.,  setting  aside  an  order  appointing  a  referee 
to  take  the  affidavits  of  two  of  the  defendants  to  be  used  upon 
a  motion. 

On  setting  aside  the  order,  the  judge  delivered  the  following 
opinion : 

Babrbtt,  J. — The  question  presented  is  whether  subdivision 
7  of  section  401  of  the  Code,  enacted  in  1862,  is  broad  enough 
to  cover  the  case  of  a  party  to  an  action  whose  affidavit  for  the 
purposes  of  a  motion  is  required  by  his  adversary.  Section  389 
specifically  provides  that  no  examination  of  a  party  at  the  in- 
stance of  an  adverse  party  shall  be  had  except  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  chapter  6  of  title  1 2. 

That  chapter  only  permits  such  an  examination  before  or  at 
the  trial,  or  conditionally,  or  upon  commission,  and  clearly  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  obtaining  testimony  to  be  used  upon  the 
actual  trial  of  the  action. 

Here  is  an  express  prohibition  of  any  other  manner  of  ex- 
amination, and,  as  a  consequence,  for  any  examination  for  a  dif- 
ferent purpose. 

An  intention  to  abrogate  or  interfere  with  this  prohibition 
is  not  to  be  presumed,  unless  it  is  manifestly  inconsistent  with  and 
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repugnant  to  the  amendment.  In  my  judgment,  there  is  no 
Buch  repugnancy  between  the  provisions  in  question ;  and  fiill 
effect  can  be  given  to  the  amendment  fairly  construed  without 
disturbing  the  prohibition.  It  is  true  that  the  amendment  pro- 
vides for  the  taking  of  the  affidavit  of  "  any  person  "  who  shall 
have  refused  to  make  "  the  same ; "  but  the  language,  although 
ordinarily  quite  comprehensive  enough  to  include  a  party  to  the 
action  as  well  as  a  mere  witness,  must,  when  read  in  the  light 
of  previous  legislation,  be  considered  as  possessing  but  a  special 
and  limited  signification,  and  as  applicable  only  to  those  per- 
sons who  may  by  existing  laws  be  subjected  to  this  species  of 
'  examination. 

It  is  to  be  considered  that  a  party  has  never  been  required 
to  make  an  affidavit  or  to  testify  upon  a  motion  or  other  collat- 
eral proceeding  in  the  action  in  behalf  of  his  adversary. 

It  was  not  until  the  passage  of  chapter  462  of  the  Laws  of 
1847  that  his  testimony  even  upon  the  trial  could  be  compelled ; 
and  the  only  remedy  had  been  by  bill  of  discovery. 

The  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  conferring  upon  the 
Supreme  Court  power  to  take  by  commission  a  deposition  re- 
quired for  the  purpose  of  a  motion  (2  Rev.  Stat.  554,  §§  24,  25), 
as  well  as  those  of  chapter  276  of  the  Laws  of  1840,  furnishing 
a  simpler  and  speedier  means  of  obtaining  the  same  end,  in  the 
Superior  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York  and  in  this  court,  cover 
the  case  of  an  ordinary  witness  only. 

The  language  used  in  both  acts  is,  "  Any  witness  who  shall 
have  refused  voluntarily  to  make  his  deposition." 

It  has  not  only  been  repeatedly  held  that  neither  these  pro- 
visions nor  the  act  of  1847  authorizes  the  examination  of  par- 
ties upon  a  motion ;  but  the  courts  have  gone  further,  and  have 
declared  that,  had  they  been  sufficient  to  effect  such  a  purpose, 
then  they  must  be  deemed  to  have  been  repealed  quoad  hoc  by 
section  389  of  the  Code  {Patmer  v.  Adams^  22  How.  Pr.  375 ; 
Huelin  v.  Hidner,  6  Abb.  Pr.  19 ;  Keeler  v.  Dusenburyj  1 
Duer,  660). 

Thus  it  will  be  perceived  that  while  the  legislature,  in  the 
case  of  ordinary  witnesses,  has  favored  the  fullest  disclosure  of 
facts,  whether  directed  to  the  issues  or  purely  collateral,  it  has 
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been  slow  to  confer  upon  a  party  the  right  to  require  his  ad- 
versary to  furniBh  evidence  against  himself;  and  by  its  settled 
policy  has  confined  that  right  to  an  examination  upon  the  issu- 
able facts  in  the  action. 

The  object  of  the  prohibition  contained  in  section  389  un- 
doubtedly was  to  keep  such  examinations  within  proper  bounds 
and  to  prevent  the  abuses  likely  to  arise  in  case  parties  were 
afforded  unlimited  facilities  for  harrassing  each  other  by  re- 
peated examinations  at  every  fresh  step  taken  or  motion  made 
in  the  action.  It  is  but  reasonable  to  conclude  that,  had  the  in- 
tention been  to  depart  from  this  policy,  and  to  repeal  or  modify 
the  prohibition,  some  express  notice  would  have  been  taken  of 
the  latter,  or  the  inconsistency  would  have  been  made  apparent 
by  the  addition,  after  the  expression  "  any  person,"  of  some 
such  plain  words  as,  "  or  any  party  to  the  action." 

The  real  object  of  the  amendment  was  no  doubt  to  substitute 
an  expediate  and  simple  process  for  the  cumbersome  and  tedious 
commission  so  long  in  vogue  in  the  Supreme  Court,  but  not  to 
extend  its  operation  over  a  new  and  different  class  of  witnesses. 

The  "  person  "  contemplated  by  the  amendment  is,  therefore, 
in  my  judgment,  the  "  witness "  referred  to  in  the  Revised 
Statutes  and  in  the  Act  of  1840. 

Thus  construed,  no  violence  is  done  to  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
the  amendment,  while  its  harmony  with  section  389  and  with 
the  evidently  settled  policy  of  legislation,  is  fully  preserved. 

The  question  was  not  discussed  by  the  learned  judge  in  Fish 
v.  Chicago^  Bock  Islcmd  &  Pacific  R,  JR.  Co.  (4  Abb.  Pr.  N. 
S.  430),  and  it  is  evident  that  the  point  was  but  incidentally 
taken,  and  was  treated  as  subordinate  to  the  questions  respect- 
ing the  mode  of  procedure  and  production  of  books  and  papers. 

The  motion  must,  therefore,  be  granted,  but  without  costs, 
the  question  being  novel. 

From  the  order  entered  on  this  decision,  the  plaintiffs  ap- 
pealed to  the  General  Term. 

Charles  Wehlej  for  appellants. 
Joseph  H.  ChoaU^  for  respondents. 
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By  the  Coijbt. — ^Dalt,  F.  J. — The  motion  was  propei:ly 
granted. 

1.  Because  the  party  was  required  to  make  an  affidavit  pre- 
pared for  him  by  the  adverse  party,  which  he  swears  he  could 
not  make. 

This  is  of  itself  sufficient,  but  I  think  in  addition, 

2.  That  the  section  401,  subd.  7,  providing  that  a  referee 
may  be  appointed  by  order  to  take  the  affidalvit  of  "  any  per- 
son," to  be  used  upon  a  motion,  who  shall  have  refused  to  make 
it,  does  not  apply  to  a  party  to  the  action ;  for  the  reason  that 
§  389  declares  that  no  examination  of  a  party  shall  be  allowed 
on  behalf  of  an  adverse  party,  except  as  prescribed  by  chapter 
vi,  which  provides  only  for  his  examination  the  same  as  any 
other  witness  at  the  trial,  or  conditionally,  or  upon  commission ; 
or,  before  trial,  upon  five  days'  notice  and  for  good  cause  shown, 
before  a  judge  of  the  court  or  a  county  judge ;  which  latter 
provision  I  have  always  regarded  as  intended  to  be  a  summary 
substitute  in  place  of  the  former  action  for  the  discovery  of  evi- 
dence, which  is  abolished  by  this  chapter.  In  Fish  v.  The 
Pacific  dkc.  R.  R.  Co.  (3  Abb.  N.  S.  430),  it  was  held  that  a 
party  to  an  action  as  well  as  any  other  witness,  may  be  obliged 
to  make  an  affidavit  under  the  seventh  subdivision  of  §  401 ; 
but  the  judge  in  that  case,  owing  to  the  brief  interval  between 
the  argument  and  the  decision  and  the  other  judicial  demands 
upon  his  time,  was  merely  able  to  state,  in  general  terms,  his 
conclusion,  and  whether  he  had  or  had  not  considered  the  pro- 
vision of  §  389,  does  not  appear.  Subdivision  7  of  §  401  was 
added  by  amendment  in  1862,  for  the  obvious  purpose  of  giving 
the  court  the  power  to  order  the  affidavit  in  such  cases  to  be 
made  before  a  referee  {Cla/rJc  v.  Brooks,  26  How.  Pr.  254),  as  this 
court  and  the  Supreme  and  the  Superior  Court,  had  already  the 
power  under  the  Revised  Statutes  and  by  special  acts,  to  com- 
pel an  affidavit  in  such  cases  (Laws  of  1840,  p.  223 ;  2  Rev. 
Stat.  654,  §  24).  Under  these  statutes  "  any  witness  "  could  be 
compelled  to  make  his  affidavit  or  deposition,  and  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  law  of  1847,  allowing  parties  to  be  examined  as 
witnesses,  it  was  Jield  in  l^ke  v.  Andre  (9  Abb.  R.  420),  in 
view  of  the  subsequent  enactment  of  §  389  in  the  Code,  that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


74  OOUBT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Hodgskin  y.  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 

parties  were  not  witnesses  within  the  meaning  of  the  Act  of 
1840  or  of  the  provision  in  the  Revised  Statutes  before  referred 
to,  and  that  an  affidavit  from  these  conld  not  be  compelled,  to 
be  used  upon  a  motion.  '^  Parties,"  said  the  court,  in  this  case, 
^^  are  usually  designated  by  that  term,  and  the  word  witness 
ordinarily  imports  a  person  not  a  party ; "  adding  the  further 
observation,  that  ^^  if  the  legislature  had  intended  to  compel  a 
party  to  an  action  to  be  so  examined,  their  intention  would 
doubtless  have  been  expressed  so  clearly  as  to  admit  of  no  mis- 
take." 

The  amendatory  section  of  1862,  §  401,  subd.  7,  uses  the 
words  "any  person,"  but  it  would  be  going  very  far  to  hold 
that  the  use  of  these  words  repealed  the  positive  provision  of 
chapter  vi,  that  the  examination  of  a  party  should  not  be  allowed 
except  as  provided  for  in  that  chapter.  The  statutory  pro- 
visions making  parties  witnesses,  is  in  restraint  of  the  common 
law,  and  are  not  to  be  carried  beyond  what  is  clearly  and  un- 
mistakably expressed;  the  rule  being  the  one  laid  down  in 
Dwarris,  that  it  is  not  to  be  presumed  that  the  l^islature  in- 
tended to  make  any  innovation  upon  the  common  law  further 
than  the  case  absolutely  required;  that  the  inference  must  be 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  make  any  alteration  other  than 
what  was  specified  and  plainly  pronotmced ;  for  if  they  had, 
it  is  to  be  expected  naturally,  that  they  would  have  expressed 
it  (Dwarris  on  Statutes,  p.  695).  As  the  legislature  did  not, 
in  enacting  subdivision  7  in  §  401,  repeal  in  express  terms  the 
prior  provision  in  §  398 ;  both  sections  must  be  taken  together, 
and  that  construction  given  which  will  harmonize  the  one  with 
the  other.  This  is  done  by  holding  that  the  words  "  any  per- 
son," in  the  later  enactment,  means  any  person  other  than  a 
party  to  the  suit ; — that  in  this  respect  the  law  was  intended  to 
be  left  as  it  was  previously  when  parties  could  be  examined  as 
witnesses  in  the  manner  provided  for  by  chapter  vi,  and  that 
what  was  simply  intended  by  the  enactment  was  to  allow  such 
affidavits  or  depositions  to  be  taken  before  a  referee  as  well  as 
before  a  judge  of  the  court  or  by  a  commission. 

The  order  must  be  affirmed. 
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SoPHis  Mulligan  v.  Henby  Babing,  and  Abner  H.  Davis, 

EXEOUTOBS,  &c. 

A  court  of  equity  win  not  interfere  in  a  case  where  an  act  en  pais  is  complained 
of  as  a  dotid  on  title,  where  the  act  does  not  itself,  and  without  concurring 
facts  and  circumstances,  proved  aliunde,  establish  any  interest  in,  or  title  to, 
the  premises. 

An  attachment  against  the  property  of  a  husband,  and  a  levy  thereunder  upon 
the  wife's  reaJ  estate,  and  the  filing  of  a  notice  of  lis  pendens  constitute 
prima  faeie  no  real  or  apparent  incumbrance  or  hindrance  to  or  upon  the  wife's 
title,  and  a  court  of  equity  will  not  interfere,  at  the  wife's  suit,  to  discharge 
the  attachment  levy  and  vacate  the  notice  of  lis  pendens  as  a  cloud  upon  her 
title. 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  a  jadgment  dimissiDg  the 
complaint,  rendered  on  the  report  of  John  T.  Hoffman,  Esq., 
referee. 

Bj  the  referee's  findings  of  fact,  it  appears  that  plaintiff 
was  the  owner  of  No.  8  East  Forty-first  street,  the  premises 
described  in  the  complaint,  in  her  own  right.  Edward  Mott 
Kobinson,  in  May,  1866,  in  an  action  pending  in  the  Supreme 
Conrt  against  Eugene  Mulligan  and  George  S.  W.  Crane,  pro- 
cured an  attachment,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Code,  against 
Eugene  Mulligan,  the  husband  of  the  plaintiff,  as  an  abscond- 
ing debtor.  This  attachment  was  levied  on  the  premises  in 
qnestion  as  being  the  property  of  Eugene  Mulligan.  Imme- 
diately thereafter  the  plaintiff  in  that  action  caused  to  be  filed 
in  the  county  clerk's  oflBce  the  usual  notice  of  lis  pendens^ 
describing  said  premises  and  declaring  the  same  to  be  affected 
by  said  attachment.  In  June  following,  Eobinson  died,  and 
the  action  was  revived  in  the  names  of  Baring  and  Davis,  as 
his  executors,  and  in  November,  1865,  a  notice  of  Us  pendens^ 
in  the  action  so  revived,  was  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  ofiice, 
.  which  also  described  said  premises  and  attachment,  and  con- 
tained the  usual  notice  that  said  attachment  was  intended  to 
affect  the  real  estate  therein  described,  and  that  said  premises 
had  been  levied  upon  under  said  attachment. 
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Before  the  commencement  of  this  action,  the  plaintiff  had 
contracted  for  the  sale  of  the  premises,  but  the  purchaser  re- 
fased  to  take  from  plaintiff  the  conveyance  of  said  premises,  on 
the  ground  that  such  aUacJmient  levt/y  and  lis  pendens  consti- 
tuted a  cloud  upon  the  title. 

This  action  was  brought  to  have  the  levy  of  the  attachment 
as  to  said  real  estate  discharged,  and  the  lis  pendens  vacated  of 
record.  The  pleadings  were  so  amended  before  the  trial  that 
relief  was  sought  against  both  notices  of  lis  pendens^  alike. 

The  referee  dismissed  the  complaint  on  the  ground  that  the 
attachment  levy  and  notices  of  lis  pendens  did  not,  nor  did 
either  of  them,  constitute  any  cloud  or  encumbrance,  rei4  ^^ 
apparent,  in  plaintiff's  title.  The  plaintiff  appealed  to  the 
general  term. 

Spaulding  db  Richardson^  for  appellant. 

I.  The  attachment  and  levy  thereunder,  create  per  se  a 
specific  lien  on  the  property  attached,  irrespective  of  the  possi- 
bility of  the  lien  being  ultimately  enforced,  and  plaintiff's  title 
by  the  attachment  proceedings  complained  of  in  this  case  is 
"  obscured,"  and  "  doubt  and  suspicion "  are  necessarily  cast 
upon  it  thereby.  The  lis  pendens  operates  as  a  notice  that  the 
property  has  been  levied  on,  and  is  in  the  custody  of  the  law  as 
a  security  for  the  attachment  debt,  to  be  applied  ultimately  in 
satisfaction  of  such  debt. 

H.  Absolute  danger  to  plaintiff's  title  need  not  be  shown 
to  entitle  her  to  relief,  but  only  the  appearance  of  it,  on  the 
face  of  these  proceedings  or  any  of  them.  Upon  the  face  of 
one  and  all  of  these  proceedings  there  appears  to  be  a  lien  in 
favor  of  the  attachment  debt,  and  there  is  such  a  lien  in  fact, 
and  plaintiff  is  forced  to  resort  to  facts  outside  the  attachment 
record,  and  lis  pendens^  to  show  that  such  lien  should  not  be 
enforced.  She  is,  therefore,  entitled  to  have  them  removed  as 
a  cloud  upon  her  title,  upon  showing,  as  she  has,  that  such  lien, 
ought  not  to  be  enforced  {Beywood  v.  Buffalo^  14:  N.  Y.  534 ; 
Ward  V.  Bewt/j  16  N.  Y.  519 ;  Cox  v.  Clifj  2  N.  Y.  118). 
in.  Irrespective  of  the  contract  of  sale,  if  the  attachment  levy 
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and  Us  pendens^  or  either  of  them,  constitute  a  lien ;  and  if  snch 
lien  onght  not  to  be  enforced,  it  is  against  conscience  for  the 
party  holding  it  to  retain  it,  for  while  it  exists  it  is  always 
liable  to  be  applied  to  improper  purposes,  and  it  may  be  liti- 
gated at  a  distance  of  time  when  the  proper  evidence  to  repel 
the  claim  may  be  lost,  or  when  plaintiff  might  be  prevented 
from  contesting  its  validity  with  as  much  ability  and  force  as 
at  present  (Story's  Eq.  J.  §  700). 

Independent  of  the  filing  of  the  lis  pendens^  a  purchaser 
could  do  no  less  than  refuse  title,  having  actual  knowledge,  as  he 
appears  to  have  had  in  this  case,  of  the  attachment  suit,  and 
the  levy  of  the  attachment  on  the  property  in  qaestion ;  for 
anything  which  advises  him  of  a  suit  in  which  a  lien  is  claimed 
divests  him  of  the  character  of  an  innocent  purchaser,  and 
chaises  him  with  full  knowledge  ( WilUamaon  v.  Brown^  15 
N.  Y.  363 ;  Patterson  v.  Brown^  82  Id,  81 ;  Putfrvey  v.  Leonard^ 
1  Paige,  461;  Pendletm  v.  Fay^  2  Id.  202;  Oreen  v.  SluyteVy 
4  Johns.  Ch.  3S). 

Joseph  H,  Choatey  for  respondents. 

I.  Eugene  Mulligan,  the  defendant  named  in  the  attach- 
ment, having  no  interest,  and  Mrs.  Mulligan,  the  plaintiff,, 
being  the  absolute  owner  of  the  property,  subject  only  to  the 
resulting  trust,  if  any,  reserved  to  the  creditors  to  be  enforced 
in  equity  alone — she  has  wholly  failed  to  present  a  case  de- 
manding or  warranting  the  intervention  of  the  equitable  power 
of  the  court  to  remove  the  supposed  cloud  upon  her  title,  sim- 
ply because  there  is  no  cloud  to  remove.  The  distinction 
drawn  by  the  cases,  is  between  those  where  the  conveyance 
or  instrument  complained  of  as  causing  the  cloud  is  presump- 
tively valid,  so  that  the  injured  party  must  furnish  proof  to 
remove  it,  in  which  cases  the  court  of  equity  will  interfere, 
and  cases  where  the  document  upon  which  the  adverse  claim- 
ant must  rely,  -^ill,  whenever  produced,  demonstrate  the  in- 
validity of  the  claim  made  under  them. 

Not  every  unfounded  and  untenable  claim  will  constitute 
what  is  known  in  courts  of  equity  as  a  "  cloud  upon  title." 
To  amount  to  that,  the  claim  or  the  documents  constituting  it 
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niDBt  appear  npon  their  face  to  form  a  legal  iDcumbrance. 
Short  of  this,  the  owner  can  take  care  of  himself,  and  does  not 
need  the  aid  of  a  conrt  of  equity  to  protect  him  (  Van  Daren  v. 
The  Mayor  &e.,  9  Paige,  388 ;  Cox  v.  Clift,  2  K  Y.  118 ;  SooU 
V.  Onderdankj  14  N.  Y.  9;  Heywood  v.  Buffalo,  Id.  534; 
Ward  V.  Dewey,  16  N.  Y.  519;  ChatOauqva  Co.  Bank  v. 
WhUe,  6  N.  Y.  236;  JPldd  v.  HoOyrook,  6  Duer,  604 ;  Lfywas- 
hury  V.  Pwdy,  18  N.  Y.  615 ;  Sienum  v.  Schurcky  29  N.  Y. 
598 ;  Famham  v.  CampbeU,  34  N.  Y.  480). 

11.  Whoever  shall  hereafter  claim  adversely  to  the  plain- 
tiff's title  under  these  proceedings,  must  show,  as  necessary 
links  in  his  claim,  the  warrant,  the  Us  pendens,  the  judgment 
and  execution,  and  the  deed  of  the  sheriff.  The  attachment 
runs  only  against  the  property  of  Eugene  Mulligan,  and  can 
affect  no  one's  property  but  his.  The  lie  pendens  has  no  force 
or  effect,  except  as  ^ased  upon  and  derived  from  the  attach- 
ment. The  judgment  will  be  against  Eugene  Mulligan,  and 
the  execution  must  difect  the  sheriff  to  cause  the  amount  of  the 
judgment  to  be  made  of  the  real  estate  of  the  person  against 
whom  the  judgment  was  rendered  (2  Rev.  St.  [Edmonds], 
381,  §24). 

And  the  conveyance  to  be  finally  executed  by  the  sheriff  to 
tlie  purchaser  is  valid  and  effectuiJ  to  convey  only  the  right, 
title,  and  interest  of  the  defendant  in* the  execution  {Id.  p. 
288,  §  62). 

In  no  possible  litigation  that  can  arise,  therefore,  will  the 
title  of  the  plaintiff  be  jeoparded  by  the  proceedings  in  ques- 
tion. The  objections  which  appear  upon  the  face  *of  those 
proceedings  are  perfectly  valid.  In  no  action  founded  on  the 
attachment  and  Us  pendens  can  a  recovery  be  had  against  the 
title  of  the  plaintiff,  and  this  arises  from  the  very  non-existence 
of  the  facts  necessary  to  such  recovery. 

By  the  Cotiet. — Bbady,  J. — The  only  lien  accomplished  by 
the  attachment  and  levy  thereunder  was  upon  any  interest 
which  the  plaintiff's  husband  had  in  the  premises  described  in 
the  complaint  at  the  time  of  the  levy,  but  as  she  was  seized  and 
possessed  of  them  in  her  own  right  at  that  time,  and  he  had 
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not  then  or  at  any  ot^ier  time  any  title  to  or  interest  in  them, 
the  levy  accomplished  nothing.  The  judgment  in  the  attach- 
ment proceedings  would  be  against  him,  and  the^sale  under  it 
would  be  of  his  right,  title,  and  interest  only.  The  attachment 
and  levy  and  lispendenSy  which  are  supposed  to  constitute  the 
alleged  cloud,  are  prima  facie^  therefore  no  real  or  apparent  in- 
cumbrance or  hindrance  to  or  upon  the  plaintiff's  title.  If  the 
purchaser  under  such  a  sale  as  could  take  place  by  or  through 
them,  took  title  from  the  slieriff,  he  would,  in  order  to  maintain 
his  right  against  the  plaintiff's  title  to  the  alleged  interest  of 
the  plaintiff's  husband  Which  he.  acquired,  have  to  show  at  least 
the  asserted  facts  upon  which  the  defendants  proceeded,  viz. : 
that  the  conveyance  to  the  plaintiff  was  made,  through  her  hus- 
band's instrumentality,  to  defraud  his  creditors,  or  that  he 
caused  the  conveyance  to  be  made  to  her,  having  paid  the  con- 
sideration thereof  out  of  his  own  estate,  he  being  at  the  time 
insolvent  or  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  judgment  under 
which  the  sale  was  had.  A  thorough  examination  has  not  de- 
veloped any  case  in  which  a  court  has  interfered  to  remove  as 
a  doud  upon  the  title  any  combination  such  as  presented  in  this 
case  or  any  component  part  of  it.  The  case  of  Famhaw,  v. 
Campbell  (34  N.  T.  480)  is  analogous,  though  not  precisely  in 
point.  The  sheriff,  upon  an  execution  issued  on  a  judgment 
against  Edward  Famham,  levied  and  sold  premises  which  had 
been  conveyed  by  Joel  Famham  through  Edward  to  Joel's  wife, 
Amy  Famham.  Joel  and  wife  commenced  an  action  ^against 
the  sheriff  and  others,  praying  that  the  sheriff  might  be  re< 
strained  from  giving  a  certificate  of  such  sale  or  any  deed  in 
pursuance  thereof,  and  that  the  purchasers  might  also  be  re- 
strained from  selling  their  bid,  or  any  right  or  title  which  they 
had  acquired  by  such  purchase.  The  defendant  demurred,  and 
BDCceeded  at  the  special  term,  general  term,  and  in  the  court  of 
appeals.  It  is  said,  in  that  case,  that  all  the  papers  which  could 
be  executed  to  perfect  the  title  under  the  sheriff's  salq,  must 
necessarily  show  that  the  judgment  by  virtue  of  which  the  sale 
was  made,  was  recovered  and  docketed  long  after  the  period 
when  the  defendant  Famham  had  any  title  to  the  premises,  and 
that  such  proceedings  could  no  more  create  a.  cloud  upon  the 
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tide  of  the  plaintiffs  to  their  land .  than  they  would  have  cast  a 
cloud  over  the  title  of  any  other  citizen  of  the  State  to  his  land, 
if  the  defendants,  the  judgment  creditors,  had  attempted,  by 
virtue  of  their  judgment  against  Famham,  to  sell  the  real  estate 
of  any  such  citizen."  The  same  observations  apply  to  this  case. 
The  array  of  the  attachment,  levy  and  lis  pendens^  is  not  more 
effective  than  the  levy,  sale,  and  intended  certificate  of  the 
sheriff  in  the  case  (jsttpra),  and  the  latter  was  not  regarded  as 
sufficient  to  warrant  the  interference  of  a  court  of  equity. 
Where  the  instrument  or  matter  en  pwU  is  prima  fade  a  blot 
upon  the  title,  it  will  be  removed.  If,  for  example,  there  is  a 
judgment  against  the  legal  holder,  who  is  the  apparent  but  not 
beneficial  owner  in  fact  of  the  premises  and  a  sale  thereunder, 
the  sheriff's  certificate  would  be  a  prima  facie  cloud  which  a 
court  of  equity  would  remove  on  the  application  of  the  real 
owner  {Loumsbery  v.  Purdy,  18  N.  T.  515 ;  Siemam,  v.  Soharoky 
29  N.  T.  598),  and  this,  notwithstanding  the  real  owner  might 
have  interposed  his  claims  as  a  defence  to  an  order  of  ejectment. 
A  court  of  equity  will  not  entertain  a  bill  to  remove  a  cloud 
from  the  title  to  real  estate,  where  it  is  apparent  that  no  danger 
to  the  title  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  alleged  cloud  {Cox  v. 
GUfty  2  K  Y.  118;  Van  Dorm  v.  The  Mayor,  <6c.  9  Paige, 
388 ;  Ward  v.  Deu>eyy  16  N.  Y.  519) ;  and  in  the  case  of  Van 
Doren  v.  The  Mayor,  the  chancellor  said  :  ''  That  can  never  be 
considered  a  legal  cloud  which  cannot  for  a  moment  obstruct 
the  unaided  rays  of  legal  science  where  they  are  brought  to  bear 
upon  the  supposed  obscurity."  It  is  apparent  in  this  case  that 
no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  to  the  title  of  the  plaintiff  from 
the  supposed  cloud.  Assuming  all  the  feicts  alleged  by  the 
plaintiff  to  be  true,  it  is  clear  that  nothing  of  her  interest  in 
the  premises  could  be  in  any  way  affected  by  the  acts  com- 
plained of.  Upon  their  face  they  establish  no  transfer,  claim, 
or  lien  against  her.  It  is  true  that  it  does  not  appear  by  the 
Ua pendens  or  the  defendant's  proceedings,  that  the  plaintiff  is 
the  owner  of  the  title,  but  it  appears  by  her  deed,  and  a  pur- 
chaser from  her  could  not  successfully  reftise  to  complete  his 
contract  by  the  mere  production  of  the  attachment,  levy,  and 
lis  pendens.    He  would  be  obliged  to  show  that  in  fact  she  did 
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not  hold  the  title  uninciimbered,  and  that  conld  be  done  as  well 
without  as  with  the  alleged  cloud  formed  by  the  combination 
stated.  It  is  not  the  province  of  a  court  of  equity  to  interfere 
in  cases  where  an  act  en  pais  is  complained  of,  and  which,  with- 
out concurring  facts  and  circumstances  to  be  added  thereto  by 
proof  aliitnde^  will  not  establish  any  interest  In  or  title  to  the 
premises  described ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  thing  com- 
plained o{ IB prifna facie  a  cloud,  it  may  be  assailed  and  destroyed, 
notwithstanding  that  a  defence  at  law  may  exist.  For  these 
reasons  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  report  of  the  referee  was  right, 
and  the  judgment  sliould  be  aflSrmed.  Whether  a  purchaser, 
under  any  judgment  obtained  in  the  defendants'. attachment 
proceedings  could,  on  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  defendants, 
accomplish  any  disturbance  of  the  plaintiff's  title,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  decide,  although  this  opinion  assumes,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  the  plaintiff  the  full  benefit  of  the  acts  com- 
plained of,  that  he  would  by  purchase  be  subrogated  to  the 
rights  of  existing  creditors  when  the  plaintiff  took  titles 

Judgment  affirmed. 


William  Fiizsimmons  v.  Edward  Baxter  and  the  owners  of 
THE  SHIP  Ann  Gray. 

a  seaman  cannot  maintain  an  action  against  both  the  master  and  the  owner 
of  a  yessel  for  his  waf^s.  He  has  his  remedy  against  either  the  master  or  the 
owner,  bat  he  cannot  sue  both. 

The  pUintiff  shipped  on  board  of  a  yestel,  as  seaman,  at  Genoa,  and  by  the  shipping 
articles  agreed  "  to  be  obedient  to  the  kwful  commands  of  the  master  or  of  any 
person  who  shall  lawfully  succeed  him/'  Before  the  completion  of  the  voyage, 
the  master  left  the  vessel,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  mate,  who  took  command 
as  master,  and  completed  the  voyage :  ffeld,  that  the  mate,  as  substituted  mas- 
ter, was  answerable  to  the  plaintiff  for  his  wages  earned  during  the  voyage. 
The  substituted  master  in  assuming  the  command  of  the  vessel  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  voyage,  acquires,  in  that  capacity,  all  the  power  and  authority 
which  the  former  master  had  over  the  seamen  by  virtue  of  their  contract,  and 
he  must  necessarily  take  with  it  all  the  onerous  obligations  which  the  maritime 
law  imposes  as  a  consequence  of  the  contract  made  with  the  seamen. 
Vol.  m.— 6 
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Desertion,  to  be  an  answer  to  a  seaman's  claim  for  wages,  most  be  a  Tolontary 
act  on  hb  part,  and  not  induced  by  an  act  of  the  captain,  which  would  make 
the  dissolation  of  the  contract  by  the  seaman  necessary  and  jostifiable. 

An  action  npon  a  contract,  cannot l>e  maintained  in  the  Marine  Conrt  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  against  the  owners  of  a  vessel  by  that  generic  title  alone.  Their 
names  as  defendants  mast  appear,  so  that  judgment  may  pass  against  them. 

The  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes  (vol.  11,  p.  84*7)  providing  that  a  defend- 
ant, if  his  name  is  unknown,  may  be  sued  by  a  fictitious  name,  do  not  apply  to 
the  Marine  Court,  nor  can  the  Conrt  of  Common  Pleas,  under  the  power  of 
amendment  given  by  the  Code,  remedy  such  a  defect. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  cannot,  upon  appeal  from  a  Justice's  judgment,  con- 
sider affidavits  submitted  for  the  purpose  of  contradicting  the  Justice's  return. 
The  court  is  governed  by  the  return,  and  if  it  is  untrue,  the  remedy  is  by 
action  against  the  Justice  for  a  false  return. 

"Where  the  amount  of  the  recovery  was  less  than  $60,  and  the  Justice,  before 
whom  the  case  was  tried,  in  the  Marine  Court,  gave  an  allowance  of  $26 :  Hdd, 
on  appeal  that  the  allowance  was  in  the  discretion  of  the  court  below. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant,  Baxter,  from  a  judgment  of  the 
general  term  of  the  Marine  Court,  aflSrming  a  judgment  of 
that  court  at  trial  term. 

The  action  waa  brought  against  the  defendant,  Baxter, 
"  and  owners  of  ship  Ann  Gray,"  for  seaman's  wages.  The 
plaintiff  shipped  on  board  the  "Ann  Gray"  at  Genoa,  Italy, 
for  a  voyage,  which  had  not  terminated  at  the  time  the  action 
was  brought.  By  the  shipping  articles,  the  plaintiff  agreed 
"  to  be  obedient  to  the  lawful  commands  of  the  master  or  of 
any  person  who  shall  lawfully  succeed  him."  William 
GriflSths  was  the  master  of  the  vessel  under  whom  the 
plaintiff  shipped,  but  left  the  ship  at  Leghorn,  and  the  defend- 
ant Baxter,  who  had  been  the  mate,  took  command,  and 
brought  the  vessel  to  New  York.  While  the  vessel  was  in  the 
port  of  New  York,  the  defendant  presented  a  pistol  to  the 
plaintiff's  head,  and  threatened  to  shoot  him;  five  minutes 
afterwards  the  captain  shot  the  boatswain,  and  seventeen  days 
thereafter,  the  plaintiff,  up  to  that  time  having  performed  all 
his  duties,  left  the  vessel,  being  afraid  of  his  life. 

The  defendant's  counsel  moved  to  dismiss  the  complaint. 
The  motion  was  denied,  and  judgment  rendered  for  the  plain- 
tiff, which  was  affirmed  by  the  General  Term  of  the  Marine 
Court. 

The  defendant,  Baxter,  appealed  to  this  court. 
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Charles  Edwa/rda^  for  appellant. 

I.  The  defendant  Baxter,  is  not  liable  in  this  action.  Al- 
though a  seaman  has  three  remedies ;  L  e.,  against  master  and 
against  owner,  and  against  ship,  yet  his  remedy  against  the 
master  is  only,  where  he,  himself  (the  master),  personally  con- 
tracts. *  The  law  is  settled,  especially  in  this  State,  that  a  mere 
mate  who  happens  during  the  voyage  to  have  to  take  the  place 
of  the  master  with  whom  the  contract  is  made,  is  not  liable  to 
a  seaman  ( Wysham  v.  Rosaen,  11  Johns.  72).  Nothing  outside 
of  the  shipping  articles  can  be  received.  They  become  the  sole 
evidence  of  contract  (Abbott,  p.  616 ;  U,  S,  v.  Ha/milton,  1 
Mason's  Rep.  443).  No  man  is  liable  to  another  unless  he  has 
made  a  contract  with  him.  There  is  no  contract  at  Leghorn, 
or  elsewhere,  between  Baxter  and  plaintiff.  The  only  contract 
is  in  the  articles  with  Captain  GriflSths,  and  where  Baxter 
merely  appears  as  mate.  A  master  is  answerable  t)n  his  own 
contract  only  (Abbott,  157;  The  Fmorite,  2  C.  Eob.  232). 
See  note  to  Atkma  v.  Burrows,  1  Peters'  Adm.  247. 

n.  The  action  is  bad  on  its  face,  as  it  goes  against  Edward 
Baxter  individually,  and  also  against  the  owners  of  ship  Ann 
Gray  {Peahody  v.  Washington  Ins.  Co,,  20  Barb.  342 ;  Gregory 
V.  Oahsmith,  12  How.  Pr.  134 ;  Voorhees  v.  Baxter,  1  Abb.  Pr. 
44 ;  Pinchney  v.  Wallace,  lb.  82 ;  Priestly  v.  Ferine,  3  Hurlst. 
&  C.  979 ;  McCale  v.  Doe,  2  E.  D.  Smith^^64). 

James  Ridgway,  for  respondent. 

I.  A  new  or  substituted  master  assumes  the  maritime  con- 
tract, and  becomes  liable  for  wages  of  the  seamen  when  he 
takes  upon  himself  the  original  voyage  (Flanders  on  Shipping, 
§§  330,  331,  332,  333 ;  Bray  v.  Ship  Atlanta,  Bees'  E.  48 ; 
Farrel  v.  McClea,  1  Dall.  392 ;  Wysham  v.  Rossen,  11  Johns. 
72).  Besides,  there  was  a  special  contract  between  the  plain- 
tiff and  defendant  in  the  shipping  articles,  whereby  the  crew 
agreed  to  serve  not  only  under  Griffiths,  but  also  under  any 
master  who  might  succeed  him,  and  the  name  of  the  defendant 
was  signed  by  him  to  the  contract,  at  the  time  the  plaintiff 
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Bigned  and  shipped,  the  defendant  thereby  contracted  with  the 
plaintiff. 

II.  Cruel  or  oppressive  .treatment,  or  a  justifiable  apprehen- 
sion of  bodily  harm,  amounts  to  an  unlawful  discharge,  and 
termination  of  the  voyage,  and  entitles  the  seaman  to  recover 
wages  {The  Atnericay  Blatch.  &  How.  R.  185 ;  U.  S.  v.  JBcmiil- 
toTij  1  Mason,  4A6;  Sherwood  v.  Mcintosh^  Adm.  Dist.  Ct.  of 
Maine;  Sheppard  v.  Taylor,  5  Peters'  E.  687;  Lindand  v. 
Stephms,  3  Esp.  269 ;  U.  S.  v.  Cassedy,  2  Sumner,  583 ;  U.  S. 
V.  Haines,  5  Mason,  272). 

Br  THE  Court. — Daly,  F.  J. — ^There  are  two  objections  to 
the  joinder  of  the  owners  of  the  ship  and  the  master  in  an 
action  for  seamen's  wages.  I.  No  action  upon  a  contract  can 
be  maintained  in  the  Marine  Court  against  the  owners  of  a  ves- 
sel by  that  generic  title  alone.  Their  names  as  defendants  must 
appear,  that  judgment  may  pass  against  them.  By  the  Ite- 
vi^ed  Statutes,  vol.  II,  p.  347,  a  defendant,  if  his  name  is  un- 
known, may  be  sued  by  a  fictitious  name ;  but  the  provision 
does  not  apply  to  the  Marine  Court ;  nor  can  this  court,  under 
the  power  of  amendment  given  by  the  code,  remedy  such  a  de- 
fect {McCdbe  v.  Doe,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  69).  II.  A  seaman  cannot 
maintain  an  action  against  both  the  master  and  the  owner  for 
his  wages.  He  has  his  remedy  against  either ;  but  he  cannot 
sue  both.  If  he  brings  an  action  against  the  master,  he  treats 
him  as  the  principal,  being  the  one  with  whom  the  contract 
was  made;  and  if  he  sues  the  owner,  making  him  the  principal, 
he  does  so  upon  the  implied  authority  which  the  master  had  to 
contract  upon  the  owner's  behalf.  This  was  held  to  be  the  law 
in  PrieaUy  v.  Serine,  3  Hurls.  &  Colt.  977,  in  which  the  whole 
question  was  fully  examined,  and  the  passage  in  Story's  work 
upon  Agency,  §§  295,  296,  that  the  seaman,  if  he  brings  an 
action  against  the  one,  and  does  not  obtain  satisfaction  of  his 
claim,  may  bring  an  action  against  the  other,  is  declared  to  be 
erroneous,  and  without  any  authority  to  support  it. 

The  remaining  question  is  whether  the  defendant  Baxter, 
who,  after  the  commencement  of  the  voyage,  succeeded  from 
the  position  of  mate  to  that  of  master,  is  liable  in  an  action 
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brought  by  the  Beaman  for  his  wages.  If  the  reason  given  by 
Story,  in  his  work  upon  Agency,  for  the  liability  of  the  master 
upon  contracts  of  this  character,  that  it  was  introd\ieed  into 
the  maritime  law  in  favor  of  commerce,  that  the  parties  to 
"Buch  contracts  might  not  be  compelled  to  seek  after  the  owner  to 
sne  him,  bat  might  have  a  twofold  remedy  against  the  master  and 
the  owner  (Story  on  Agency,  §  294) ;  is  the  true  reason,  it  is 
one  that  would  apply  as  well  against  the  person  who,  during  the 
voyage,  succeeded  to  the  position  of  master,  as  to  the  one  with 
whom  the  contract  was  originally  made.  But  in  this  case, 
there  is  something  more.  The  seamen,  by  the  express  language 
of  the  shipping  articles,  bound  themselves,  not  only  to  the  per- 
son who  was  master  at  the  time,  but  to  any  one  who  should 
lawfully  succeed  him  during  the  voyage,  and  the  mate  is  the 
one  who  succeeds  to  that  position,  for  the  contract'of  the  mate 
is,  says  Lord  Stowell,  in  The  Favorite^  2  0.  Eob.  237,  "  not 
only  that  he  shall  perform  the  duties  of  mate,  but  also,  by  ne- 
cessary implication  of  law,  that  he  shall,  in  case  of  necessity, 
take  upon  himself  also  the  duties  of  master."  The  defendant 
Baxter  was,  at  that  time,  first  mate,  and  had  knowledge  of  the 
engagement  entered  into  by  the  seamen,  as  he,  -together  with 
the  person  who  was  then  the  master,  signed,  with  the  seamen, 
the  shipping  articles.  Baxter  became  the  master  in  the  port  of 
Leghorn,  under  what  circumstances  is  not  disclosed,  but  it  was 
when  the  voyage  for  which  the  seamen  shipped  had  not  been 
completed. 

It  was  held  in  Wysham  v.  Rmsen^  11  Johns.  72,  that  a  sea- 
man could  not  maintain  an  action  for  wages  against  a  substi- 
tuted master;  but  the  circumstances  were  peculiar.  The 
plaintiff,  a  seaman,  shipped  at  Baltimore,  and  upon  the  voyage 
the  vessel  was  captured  by  a  British  cruiser.  She  was  brought 
into  Jamaica,  where  the  men  were  imprisoned,  and  whilst  they 
were  imprisoned,  the  captain  returned  to  Baltimore.  The  ves- 
sel was  afterwards  discharged  in  a  Court  of  Admiralty,  as  she 
had  a  British  license,  and  the  owner  in  Baltimore  sent  out  a 
part  owner  to  take  charge  of  her,  and  bring  her  home  as 
master.  The  crew,  upon  being  released  from  prison,  returned 
to  the  ship.    They  were  informed  by  the  new  master  that  he 
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had  been  discharged  in  admiralty,  and  with  the  same  crew  he 
brought  the  vessel  home  to  New  York  in  ballast.  The  court 
treated  the  return  to  New  York  from  Jamaica  as  a  new  voy- 
age, and  held  that  the  defendant  had  engaged  the  seamen  for 
that  voyage  only  ;  that  he  had  not  assumed  the  contract  of  the 
former  master,  nor  contracted  for  any  other  voyage  than  the 
one  from  Jamaica  to  New  York,  and  was  not  liable  for  the 
wages  of  the  seamen  during  the  voyage  which  had  been  broken 
up  by  the  capture.  "  The  only  case,"  said  the  court,  "  in 
which  it  can  be  supposed  that  a  new  or  substituted  master 
assumes  the  contract  is,  when  he  takes  upon  himself  the  original 
voyage ;"  and  that  is  exactly  this  case,  and  may  be  put  in  this 
wise ;  that  the  substituted  master  who  takes  the  command  and 
completes  the  voyage  is  answerable  in  an  action  brought  by 
the  seamen. to  recover  for  the  wages  which  were  earned  during 
the  voyage. 

In  Read  v.  CJiapma/n  (2  Str.  937 ;  2  Bamardiston's  K.  B. 
160 ;  2  Kel.  226),  the  plaintiflF  went  out  as  mate,  and  the  mas- 
ter having  died  during  the  voyage,  the  mate  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  ship.  Having  brought  her  home,  he  sued  iu 
the  admiralty,  both  for  his  wages  as  mate  and  for  a  further 
allowance  after  he  became  master ;  but  the  Court  of  King's 
Bench  granted  a  prohibition  to  the  admiralty  against  his  recov- 
ering  an  additional  allowance  for  the  time  that  he  was  master. 
Lord  Stowell,  in  The  Favorite  (2  C.  Eobs.  237,  238),  indicates 
very  clearly  that  he  was  not  satisfied  with  the  correctness  of 
this  decision.  He  said,  that  by  the  maritime  law,  the  mate  was 
hoeres  neceasaritcs  to  the  employment  of  master  in  case  of  neces- 
sity, and  he  thought  that  the  suit  might  be  maintained,  not 
under  view  of  a  contract  entered  into  by  the  mate  as  master^ 
but  as  a  consequence  arising  originally  out  of  the  primary  con- 
tract by  him  as  mate ;  but  as  it  had  been  a  prohibition  from  a 
common  law  court,  which  necessarily  proceeded  upon  the 
, ground  of  a  want  qf  jurisdiction  in  his  court,  he  was  bound  to 
conform  to  it.  No  reasons  are  given  for  the  decision,  in  Head 
V.  Chapman^  in  the  brief  report  of  that  case  in  Strange ;  but 
in  another  report  of  it  in  2  Bamardiston's  K.  B.  160,  it  appears 
that  it  was  suggested  that,  although  the  admiralty  had  no  juris- 
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diction  for  the  wages  of  a  master,  it  bad  for  the  wages  of  the 
mate,  and  that  the  suit  for  wages  as  master  in  that  case  was 
only  an  incident  to  the  other ;  but  that  the  court  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent opinion;  so  that  the  case  was  decided,  it  would  seem, 
upon  the  ground  assigned  by  Lord  Holt  in  Clay  v.  Snelgrove 
(1  Ld.  Raym.  577;  12  Mod.  406) ;  and  held  in  Ragg  v.  King 
2  Str.  858);  md  Bat/ley  y.  Grant  (1  Salk.  33;  1  Ld.  Eaym. 
682),  that  a  master  cannot  sue  in  the  admiralty  for  his  wages ; 
that  as  an  indulgence,  the  common  law  courts  permitted  mari- 
ners to  sue  in  the  admiralty  for  their  wages,  but  would  not  ex- 
tend it  to  the  master  of  a  ship ;  "  for  there  are,"  said  Lord 
Holt,  in  Clay  v.  Snelgrove,  "  many  precedents  in  the  courts  of 
admiralty  of  suits  by  the  mariners  for  their  wages,  but  none  for 
the  master  of  the  ship."    This  case  of  Head  v.  Chapman, 
therefore,  is  to  be  limited,  as  a  precedent,  to  the  precise  point 
decided,  and,  beyond  that,  no  rule  or  principle  is  to  be  extracted 
from  it.     In  a  case  referred  to  in  2  Peters'  Admiralty  Decisions, 
p.  247,  note  J  the  mate  who  had  succeeded  to  the  position  of 
master,  was  offered  by  the  owner  as  a  witness  in  a  suit  brought 
by  the  seamen  for  their  wages,  and  the  question  arising  whether 
he  should  be  excluded  as  interested,  upon  the  ground  that  he 
was  answerable  to  an  action  by  the  seamen  for  the  wages ;  the 
court,  though  inclining  strongly  to  the  opinion  that  he  was  not 
answerable,  still  declined  to  determine  that  point,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude further  investigation  if  the  question  should  arise  direc&yj 
but  admitted  him  as  a  witness  on  behalf  of  the  owner.     In  re- 
gard to  the  weight  to  be  attached  to  this  case  as  a  decision,  it  is 
sufficient  to  say  that  the  master  was  a  competent  witness  for  the 
reasons  already  given,  that  he  was  discharged ;   the  seamen 
having  elected  to  proceed  in  the  admiralty  against  the  owner, 
and  little  weight  is  to  be  given  to  an  opinion  upon  a  point 
which  the  court  would  not  decide,  as  matter  of  law,  without 
further  investigation.    In  The  United  States  v.  Hamilton  (1 
Mason,  443) ;  The  United  States  v.  Haaris,  (5  id.  272) ;  United 
States  V.  Cassidy,  (2  Somner,  582) ;  and  Bray  v.  The  Atalanta, 
(Bee's  R.  48),  it  was  held  that  the  shipping  articles  with  the  sea- 
men are  not  dissolved  by  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of 
the  original  master  and  the  substitution  of  another,  and  it 
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would  seem  to  follow  from  this,  that  the  substituted  master,  in 
assuming  the  command  of  the  vessel  and  the  completion  of  the 
voyage,  acquires,  in  that  capacity,  all  the  power  and  authority 
which  the  former  master  had  over  the  seamen  by  virtue  of  their 
contract,  and  must  necessarily  take  with  it  all  the  onerous  ob- 
ligations which  the  maritime  law  imposes  as  a  consequence  of 
the  contract  made  with  the  seamen ;  or,  in  other  words,  if  they, 
under  the  contract,  are  bound  to  him,  he  must  be  equally  bound 
to  them. 

The  liability  of  the  master  is  attended  with  no  hardship,  at 
least  in  this  country,  where  the  equitable  principle  has  been 
recognized,  that  he  has  a  lien  upon  the  freight  for  any  disburse- 
ments made  or  responsibilities  incurred  on  account  of  the  vessel 
(  Van  BoMm  v.  Ingersol,  5  Wend.  332,  334,  338) ;  so  that  if 
he  pays  the  wages  of  the  seamen,  he  has  his  security  upon  the 
freight  for  the  amount  paid  to  them,  and  if  the  law  holds  the 
substituted  master  who  completes  the  voyage,  equally  answer- 
able to  the  seamen,  it  would  hold  also,  if  he  pays  them,  that  he 
has  the  same  lien  for  his  security. 

While  this  will  impose  no  hardship  upon  the  substituted 
master,  it  serves  to  protect  the  seamen  whose  interest  it  has 
been  the  policy  of  the  maritime  law  especially  to  watch  over, 
as  a  most  useful  class,  frequently  ignorant  of  their  exact  rights, 
and  who,  from  the  migratory  character  of  their  'occupation, 
their  confiding  nature,  thoughtlessness  and  improvidence,  are 
but  little  able  to  protect  themselves,  and  easily  imposed  upon. 
{Braum  v.  IJuU,  2  Sum.  K.  443,  444). 

It  was  established  by  the  testimony  of  the  plaintift",  of  the 
steward,  and  another  seaman,  that  the  captain,  whilst  the  ves- 
sel was  in  the  port,  presented  a  pistol  to  the  plaintiff's  head, 
and  threatened  to  shoot  him  ;  that  five  minutes  afterward,  the 
boatswain  was  shot  by  the  captain,  and  that  seventeen  days 
after,  the  plaintiff  having  performed  all  his  services  up  to  that 
time,  left  the  vessel,  being  afraid  of  his  life ;  seven  of  the  crew 
having  left  previously,  and  three  others  at  the  same  time. 
This  was  ^uite  as  strong  a  case  as  Zimlcmd  v.  Stephens^  3  Esp. 
K.  271,  in  which  Lord  Kenyon  held  that  the  mariner  is  not 
bound  to  serve  at  the  peril  of  his  life.    That  desertion,  to  be  an 
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answer  to  the  seaman's  claim  for  wages,  must  be  a  voluntary 
act  on  his  part,  and  not  caused  bj  an  act  of  the  captain,  which 
makes  the  dissolution  of  the  contract  necessary  and  justifiable  on 
the  part  of  the  seamen  ;  and  in  The  America^  Blatch.  &  How. 
!R.  185,  Judge  Betts  held  that  where  a  seaman  was  unjusti- 
fiably beaten  by  the  mate,  and  left  the  vessel  in  consequence, 
it  amonnted  to  a  discharge ;  or  if  it  did  not,  that  the  seaman 
was  justified  in  leaving  the  vessel  from  a  regard  to  his  own 
personal  safety,  and  might  recover  his  wages,  and  to  the  same 
effect  are  the  cases  of  Ward  v.  Ames^  9  Johns.  138  ;  and  Bice 
V.  Ths  PoUy  and  Kitty ^  2  Peters'  Adm.  Decisions,  420. 

We  cannot  look  into  the  affidavits  which  are  submitted  for 
the  purpose  of  contradicting  the  justice's  return.  Upon  an  ap- 
peal, we  are  governed  by  the  retnm.  If  it  is  untrue,  the 
remedy  is  an  action  against  the  justice  for  a  false  return. 

The  allowance  made  was  in  the  discretion  of  the  court, 
which  may  have  been  properly  exercised,  for  all  that  we  know, 
or  that  appears  upon  the  appeal. 

The  judgment  must  be  affirmed  as  to  Baxter,  and  reversed 
as  to  the  owners  of  the  vessel. 

Judgment  accordingly. 


Albbbt  Dcjno  v.   Wbllabd  Parker. 

A  party,  who,  knowing  it  to  be  false,  represented  himself  to  be  the  agent  of  an- 
other, and  as  such  agent  to  have  authority  to  execute  a  lease  of  certain  prem- 
ises, and  promised  to  execute,  or  procure  the  execution  of  a  lease,  when,  in  fact, 
he  had  no  such  authority  or  agency,  is  liable  in  damages  to  one  ^^  ho,  believing 
the  representations  to  be  true,  acted  upon  them,  and  incurred  expense  and  loss 
thereby. 

To  entitle  plaintiff  to  recover  in  such  an  action,  he  should  show  that  the  repre- 
sentations were  made,  and  that  they  were  false ;  that  he  acted  upon  them,  be- 
lieving them  to  be  true,  and  that  he  has  thereby  sustained  damages. 

In  such  case,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  such  damages  as  are  the  natural 
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and  necessary  conseqaence  of  the  wrong  done,  e.  g.  fixtures  prepared  for  the 
premises,  and  storage  and  insurance  paid  on  the  same. 

The  fact  that  the  promise  was  by  parol  of  a  lease  for  more  than  one  year,  and 
therefore  void  under  the  statute  of  frauds,  will  not  relieve  the  defendant  from 
liability  in  such  a  case.  The  statute  was  intended  to  apply  to  transactions  be- 
tween parties  having  the  right  and  power,  to  make  the  necessary  agreement, 
and  was  not  designed  for,  and  has  no  application  to,  any  contracting  party  who 
assumes  to  have,  but  has  not,  the  right  to  contract  in  reference  to  the  land 
designated. 

Items  of  expenditures,  induced  by  the  defendant's  promise  in  such  a  case,  although 
not  specially  pleaded  by  the  plaintiff,  are  admissible  in  CTidence  as  a  part  of 
the  ret  gesioe  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  relied  and  acted  on  the  defendant's 
promise. 

Qitery^  whether  a  party  having  permitted  evidence  to  be  given  upon  the  subject 
of  damages,  andv  having  commented  upon  it  without  objecting  to  its  admissi- 
bility, can,  after  the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  avul  himself  of  an  exception  in  re- 
gard to  it,  on  the  ground  that  the  items  are  too  remote. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  entered  on  a 
verdict  of  a  jury  at  trial  term. 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages  allege(|  to  have 
accrued  to  the  plaintiff  by  reason  of  the  false  representation  of 
the  defendant,  that  he  had  the  power  to  give  the  plaintiff  a 
lease  of  a  certain  drug  store,  and  that  he  would  do  so. 

The  complaint  stated,  in  substance,  that  the  "  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  in  the  city  of  New  York,"  in  March, 
1864,  had  the  right  and  intended  to  lease  a  drug  store  at  the 
north-east  corner  of  Twenty-third  street  and  Fourth  avenue,  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  being  a  part  of  the  collie  building. 
That  the  defendant  assumed  to  the  plaintiff  to  be  the  agent  of 
the  college  in  awarding  the  lease,  and  to  have  the  right  to 
promise  it,  or  agree  for  it,  with  the  plaintiff.  That  as  such  as- 
sumed agent,  he  promised  the  plaintiff  a  lease  of  the  store,  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  college,  for  either  three  years  from 
May  1, 1864,  at  $1,000  per  annum,  or  for  two  years,  from  May 
1, 1865,  at  the  same  rent.  That  the  plaintiff  notified  the  col- 
lege of  his  desire  to  have,  and  willingness  to  accept,  a  lease  for 
two  years,  from  May  1, 1865,  at  the  same  rent ;  that  he  gave  a 
similar  notification  to  the  defendant;  that  he  requested  and  de- 
manded such  a  lease  from  both  the  college  and  the  defendant ; 
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the  former  repudiating  the  defendant's  agency,  and  withhold- 
ing the  lease,  and  the  latter  denying  that  he  promised  any  such 
lease  to  the  plaintiff,  or  that  he  was  empowered  to  act  as  the 
agent  of  the  college  in  that  behalf.  That  the  plaintiff,  relying 
upon  the  defendant's  promise  and  assurance,  and  upon  the 
faith  of  the  lease,  had  contracted  for  decorative  carpenter  work 
(for  the  store)  with  Messrs.  Maurer  &  Vogel,  which  had  been 
got  out  to  the  value  of  $1,900,  and  which,  not  being  suited  to 
any  other  store,  was  not  worth  more  than  $300,  and  so  a  loss  of 
about  $1,600  to  the  plaintiff ;  that  he  had  paid  out  about  $260 
for  storage,  cartage,  insurance,  &c.,  on  account  of  the  carpenter 
work ;  that  the  loss  of  his  own  time,  in  the  premises,  was  about 
$170.  That  the  defendant  had  been  duly  notified  of  what  the 
plaintiff  had  done,  and  that  he  knew,  at  the  time  of  promising 
the  lease,  that  the  plaintiff  meant  to  do  as  he  had  done ;  that 
he  had  been  asked  to  direct  what  disposition  should  be  made  of 
the  carpenter  work  actually  got  out  for  the  store,  which  he  re- 
fused to  do;  that  he  had  been  notified  that  any  disposition  the 
plaintiff  made  of  it  would  be  at  his  risk,  for  ys  benefit,  and 
that  the  loss  would  fall  upon  him.  Judgment  was  asked  in 
view  of,  and  corresponding  to,  these  allegations,  including  the 
full  value  of  the  carpenter  work,  or  its  value,  less  the  $300 
aforesaid,  with  interest,  &c. 

The  answer  denied  specifically  the  material  allegations  of 
the  complaint,  and,  among  other  things,  averred  that  the  store 
was  subject  to  some  right  of  the  representative  of  one  Van 
Wyck  (who  had  died  while  a  tenant  in  possession)  to  a  re- 
newal of  Van  Wyck's  lease,  and  that  any  lease  intended  to 
be  given  out  by  the  college  was  either  to  that  representative  or 
to  whoever  would  purchase  Van  Wyck's  lease,  with  the  con- 
Bent  of  the  college ;  that  the  plaintiff  was  informed  of  this,  and 
that  the  college  had  never  repudiated  the  defendant's  author- 
ity to  act  as  their  agent,  though  he  had  never  claimed  the 
right,  &c.  The  action  was  tried  before  Cardozo,  J.,  and  a 
jury.  On  the  trial,  the  judge  charged  the  jury  specially  to 
find  whether  the  plaintiff  had  lost  any  time  in  fitting  up  the 
Btore,  and  if  so,  its  value. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  of  $1,886.91^,  of 
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which  $53.33^  was  for  loss  of  time.  From  the  judgment  en- 
tered on  the  verdict,  the  defendant  appealed  to  the  general 
term.  The  charge  of  the  court  and  the  exceptions  sufficiently 
appear  in  thd  opinion  of  the  court. 

Wright  cfe  Merrihew  and  Wm.  Henry  Aimoux^  for  appel- 
lants. 

I.  The  court  erred  in  permitting  testimony  to  be  given  in 
reference  to  orders  and  expenditures  made  by  the  plaintiff,  for 
which  no  claim  was  made  against  the  defendant. 

If  relevant,  it  was  incompetent  to  establish  the  measure 
of  damages.  If  evidence  has  been  improperly  received  at  a 
trial,  the  court  will  grant  a  new  trial,  unless  they  see  clearly 
that  the  reception  of  the  evidence  could  not  have  weighed 
with  the  jury  (2  Phillips'  Ev.  4  Am.  ed.  1,012;  WorraU  v. 
Parmelee,  1  N.  Y.  519 ;  Shorter  v.  People,  2  K  Y.  193  ; 
Taylor  v.  Church,  8  N.  Y.  462,  460  ;  OcMy  v.  MarahaU,  29  N. 
Y.  494). 

II.  It  was  error  to  allow  parol  testimony  to  be  given  in 
respect  to  the  promise  for  a  lease.  The  parol  promise  of*  a 
lease  for  two  or  three  years  was  void  under  the  statute  of 
frauds.  It  would  create  an  interest  in  land,  and  no  such  in- 
terest for  a  term  exceeding  one  year  can  be  created  by  parol 
{2  R.  S.  1 34,  §  6).  This  is  distinguishable  from  the  case  of  a 
promise  to  pay  for  work  done  and  performed  by  the  plaintiff 
for  the  defendant  at  his  request,  in  a  manner  that  could 
not  be  proved  by  parol,  e.  g.,  to  convey  land,  and  where  a  re- 
covery could  be  had  on  a  quantum  meruit  {Richard  v.  Stanton^ 
16  Wend.  25 ;  Sedgwick  on  Damages,  193).  The  false  repre- 
sentation of  authority  to  give  a  lease  neither  damaged  the 
plaintiff  nor  formed  the  foundation  of  the  action.  The  grava- 
men of  the  complaint  is,  that  the  plaintiff  acted  upon  and  con- 
fided in  the  promise,  but  where  a  promise  is  void,  a  false  repre- 
sentation of  the  right  to  make  such  promise  imposes  no 
liability. 

III.  The  plaintiff'  never  accepted  the  offer  of  defendant. 
The  acceptance  of  the  offer,  to  be  binding,  must  be  uncondi- 
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tional,  and  in  the  exact  terms  of  the  offer  {Dana  v.  Mv/nro^  88 
Barb.  52S). 

rV".  The  plaintiff  knew  that  Van  Wyck  had  a  privilege  for 
the  renewal  of  his  lease,  and  the  defendant  could  not  be  held 
for  expressing  his  opinion  that  Van  Wyck  conld  not  get  the 
renewal.  Open  and  visible  possession  is  notice  to  the  world  of 
the  rights  of  the  party  in  possession  {Taylor  v.  Fleety  4  Barb. 
108  ;  Hadduck  v.  WiJmaHh,  5  N.  H.  Eep.  187 ;  Colby  v.  Ken- 
nistoTiy  4  id.  262 ;  Townsend  v.  Ward,  1  id.  11;  Jforoross  v. 
Midgayj  2  Mass.  Eep.  508 ;  Kennedy  v.  Chreen^  3  My.  &  K» 
719),  possession  under  an  agreement  to  lease  is  a  letting  {AveriU 
v.  Taylor,  8  N.  Y.  44 ;  Hurlhut  v.  Post,  1  Bosw.  28  ;  HaUet  v. 
Wylie,  3  Johns.  44).  One  party  is  presumed  to  know  the  law 
as  well  as  the  other,  and  each  contracts  at  his  peril  as  to  the 
li^l  effect  of  what  is  done  (  Walker  v.  Bank  of  New  York,  9 
N.  Y.  687). 

V.  The  measure  of  damages  should  be  the  difference  be- 
tween the  yearly  value  of  the  premises  and  the  rent  {Trull  v. 
Granger,  8  N.  Y.  115  ;  Tracy  v.  AWany  Exch,  Co.  7  N.  Y.  472). 
In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  failure  to  give  possession, 
the  rule  of  damages  is  the  difference  between  the  yearly  value 
of  the  premises  and  the  rent  reserved  {Beam,  v.  Eoesler,  1  Hilt. 
420;  Mastertony.  Mayor  of  Brooklyn,  7  Hill,  67;  Giles  v. 
G'Tode,  4  Barb.  261 ;  Lavyrence  v.  WardweU,  6  Barb.  423  ; 
StruU  V.  Farlan,  16  Mees.  &  W.  249) ;  but  this  is  not  the 
measure  of  damages  if  the  lease  is  not  assignable,  as  was  the 
case  here  {Benkard  v.  Bahcock,  17 'Abb.  421).  On  a  breach  of 
contract,  the  injured  party  cannot  recover  any  other  damages 
than  such  as  would  naturally  be  expected  by  both  parties  at  the 
time  it  was  made  to  follow  its  violation  {Landsherger  v.  Mag. 
Tel.  Co.,  32  Barb.  530 ;  Griffi/n,  v.  Coher,  16  N.  Y.  489 ; 
Eadley  v.  Baxendale,  26  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  398 ;  s.  c.  9  Exch.  841). 

George  Owen  and  John  Graham,  for  appellant. 

I.  The  complaint  shows  the  scope  of  the  action.  The  de- 
fendant is  not  sued  for  a  violation  of  an  agreement  to  give  the 
plaintiff  a  lease,  when  he,  as  principal,  or  as  the  agent  of  the 
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college,  could  have  given  out  such  a  lease,  if  60  inclined.  The 
basis  of  the  action  is  a  fal%&  and  fraudulent  warranty  of  an 
agency^  with  its  incidental  powers^  which  never  existed j  coming 
directly  within  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  White 
V.  Madison  (26  N.  Y.  "R.  117).  The  statute  of  frauds  has  no 
application  whatever.  The  object  of  that  statute  was,  to  bar 
or  nullify  a  verbal  agreement  for  a  lease  of  land  for  a  longer 
period  tfian  one  year,  %ohere  the  principal  or  the  a^ent  could 
make  the  lease.  The  statute  contemplates  a  case  where  the 
lawful  owner  or  agent  merely  agrees,  in  words,  to  give 
out  a  lease  for  a  longer  period  than  a  year,  and  goes  no  further. 
The  plaintiif  claims  nothing  for  the  loss  of  the  lease,  but  siiAply 
the  damage  with  which  he  was  wantonly  permitted,  and 
fraudulently,  to  saddle  himself.  Tlie  following  authorities  sus- 
tain this  action :  Richard  v.  Stanton^  16  Wend.  25 ;  Bettton  v. 
PraU,  2  Wend.  385. 

II.  The  measure  of  damages  sliould  be  the  expenditures 
superinduced  by  the  false  or  fraudulent  promise  of  tlie  defend- 
ant {Benton  v.  Pratt^  2  Wend.  385 ;  Driggs  v.  Dwight^  17 
Wend.  71 ;  Erhm  v.  LariUard,  19  N.  Y.  299 ;  White  v. 
Madison,  ^S^.Y.llTj. 

III.  The  plaintiflF  was  not  bound  to  ascertain  anything  from 
the  tenant  then  in  possession  {Mead  v.  Btmn^  32  N.  Y.  275). 

By  the  Court. — Brady,  J. — The  plaintiff  by  this  action 
sought  to  recover  from  the  defendant  the  damages  which  he  had 
sustained  in  consequence  of  the  unwarranted  assumption  of 
authority  or  agency  by  the  latter,  resulting  in  an  absolute 
promise  on  his  part  to  give  a  lease  to  the  plaintiff  of  the  drug 
store,  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Twenty-third  street  and  the 
Fourth  avenue,  for  a  ^period  of  not  less  than  two  years,  and 
upon  which  promise  the  plaintiff  relied  and  acted  to  his  pecu- 
niary injury.  Upon  the  evidence  relating  to  this  charge,  and 
which  was  conflicting  in  its  character,  the  jury  have  found  in 
favor  of  the  plaintiff.  The  presiding  Judge,  in  charging  them 
and  in  submitting  to  them  the  question,  gave  to  the  defendant 
all  the  legal  advantages  to  which  he  was  entitled.  He  said, 
'^  But  if  you  believe  that  the  assertions  were  made  as  the  plain- 
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tiff  claims,  then  other  questions  arise :  1st.  Did  the  plaintiff 
know  that]  the  statements  which  he  says  were  made  by  Dr. 
Parker  as  to  his  authority  or  the  implied  representations  from 
the  promise  of  a  lease  (if  you  find  that  to  be  the  fact  in  that 
respect),  knew  they  were  false  when  made  or  before  he  acted 
upon  them  ?  If  he  did,  he  cannot  recover,  because  to  entitle 
him  to  recover  he  must  satisfy  you — 

1.  That  the  statements  were  made. 

2.  That   they   were  false,   which  is  not  disputed,  if  they 
were  made. 

3.  That  he  acted  upon  them,  believing  them  to  be  true. 

4.  That  he  has  thereby  sustained  damage.    The  jury  thus 
instructed,  having,  as  already  stated,  found  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  by  that  finding  established  the  charge  of  the 
plaintiff  against  the  defendant  of  the  fraudulent  assumption  of 
authority  upon  which  he  relied  and  acted  to  his  injury,  is  there 
any  element  developed  by  the  evidence  or  arising  from  the  cir- 
cumstances surrounding  and  relating  to  that  issue,  which  re- 
lieves the  defendant  from  liability.     We  are  advised  of  this 
fact  only — that  the  promise  was  by  parol  of  a  lease  for  more 
than  one  year,  and  was  void  under  the  statute  of  frauds,  and  it 
must  be  assumed  that  such  is  the  fact,  inasmuch  as  the  corres- 
pondence between  the  parties  does  not  in  itself,  unaided  by 
parol  evidence,  show  that  the  defendant  made  the  absolute  in- 
dividual representation   and  promise  on  which  the  plaintiff 
relies,  and  upon  which  his  action  is  based.     Is  this  sufficient  to 
defeat  the  plaintiff's  claim  ?    The  statute  of  frauds  in  reference 
to  contracts  for  land  was  intended  to  apply  to  transactions  be* 
tween  parties  having  the  right  or  power  to  make  the  necessary 
agreement.     It  presupposes  such  right  or  power,  and  also  that 
but  for  its  provisions  a  verbal  contract  relating  to  the  subjects 
embraced  within  it  would  be  effective  in  its  operation  upon  the 
contracting  parties.     It  was  not  designed  for,  and  has  no  appli- 
cation to  any  contracting  party  who  assumes  to  have  but  has 
not  the  right  to  contract  in  reference  to  land — to  one  who  is 
not  only  destitute  of  title  in,  but  has  no  representative  individ- 
ual power  to  contract  in  reference  to  the  land  designated.    It 
was  created  for  the  protection  of  persons  whose  relations  to 
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each  other  in  reference  to  the  subject-matter  of  their  barter 
were  priToa  facie  fair  and  honorable.  It  was  not  passed  for 
the  safety  of  wrong-doers  or  as  a  shield  against  their  transgres- 
sions. The  defendant  in  this  case,  therefore,  cannot  avail  him- 
self of  its  saving  clauses.  It  in  no  way  enures  to  his  benefit. 
He  had  no  authority  to  contract  as  he  assumed  to  do,  and  if  the 
statute  were  not^n  existence  he  could  not  perform  his  engage- 
ment. He  undertook  to  do  what  it  was  impossible  for  him  to 
perform,  and  he  knew  it.  We  must  assume  this  to  be  so  upon 
the  finding  of  the  jury.  He  is  not  prosecuted  for  omitting  to 
give  the  lease  which  he  verbally  promised  to  execute.  His  lia- 
•  bility  is  not  urged  upon  that  ground.  He  is  charged  with 
fraud,  which  consists  in  falsely  representing  that  he  had  the 
power  to  give  a  lease,  and  promising  to  do  so  when  he  possessed 
no  such  power,  and  knew  that  he  did  not.  It  is  not  necessary, 
therefore,  to  inquire  whether  there  exists  in  this  case  facts  and 
circumstances  which,  if  he  had  had  the  power  to  give  a  lease,  a 
court  of  equity  would  have  compelled  him  to  do  so,  which 
would  otherwise  be  necessary.  It  is  enough  to  create  a  right 
of  action  that  the  plaintiff,  relying  upon  the  defendant's  repre- 
sentations and  promise,  wrongfully  made,  and  upon  which  he 
had  a  right  to  rely,  incurred  expenses  and  losses.  It  is  not  to 
be  questioned,  that  an  action  may  be  maintained  for  an  unwar- 
ranted assumptioti  of  agency  which  results  to  the  prejudice  of 
another  {Rickard  v.  Stanton^  16  Wend.  26  ;  Benton  v.  Prattj 
2  Wend.  385;  White  v.  Madison,  26  N.  Y.  117).  Having 
arrived  at  these  conclusions,  it  follows  that,  unless  some  error 
was  committed  upon  the  trial  for  which  the  cause  should  be 
sent  back,  the  judgment  must  be  affirmed.  The  duty  of 
affirmance  is  placed  upon  the  wrong  committed  by  the  de- 
fendant in  falsely  assuming  to  possess  the  power  of  an  agent, 
and  the  legal  fraud  resulting  therefrom,  and  not  upon  either 
the  sufficiency  of  the  defendant's  promise  in  writing  or  the 
existence  of  elements  constituting  a  contract,  which,  assuming 
it  to  be  in  parol,  a  court  of  equity  would,  nevertheless,  enforce, 
if  the  defendant  had  the  power  to  perform.  The  first  exception 
to  which  our  attention  was  called,  was  the  admission  of  evi- 
dence, in  respect  to  orders  and  expenditures  which  the  plaintiflT 
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Lad  given  and  made,  but  for  which  no  relief  was  sought 
against  the  defendant.  Such  evidence  was  properly  a  part  of 
the  res  gestce.  It  tended  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  relied  and 
acted  upon  the  defendant's  representations  and  promise.  The 
refusal  to  charge  as  desired  in  regard  to  the  alleged  opinion  of 
the  defendant  in  reference  to  Mr.  Van  Wyck's  lease  was  proper. 
The  defendant's  liability  was  not  predicated  of  that  opinion, 
which  the  form  of  the  request  assumed.  The  refusal  to  charge 
tl^e  measure  of  damages  was  correct.  This  is  not  an  action  to 
recover  for  a  refusal  to  deliver  possession  of  the  premises,  and 
the  damages  are  those  which  were  the  natural  and  necessary 
consequence  of  the  wrong  done  ( White  v.  Madison^  supra;  Pas- 
senger V.  Thorburn^  34  N.  Y.  634).  The  remaining  exception 
relates  to  the  items  of  storage  on  the  bill  which  was  presented 
to  the  plaintiff,  the  greater  part  of  which  was  paid  by  him, 
by  Maurer  &  Vogel,  whom  he  employed  to  make  the  fixtures 
for  the  store,  and  for  loss  of  time  in  and  about  the  preparation 
which  the  plaintiff  was  making  to  take  possession  of  the  prem- 
ises, of  which  he  was  to  have  the  lease.  These  fixtures  were 
designed  to  make  the  store  first  class,  and  that  determination 
met  with  the  encouragement  of  the  defendant  who  had  not 
been  entirely  satisfied  with  the  character  of  the  then  existing 
establishment.  The  amount  which  should  be  allowed  the 
plaintiff  for  such  loss  of  time  was  found  by  the  jury  to  be 
$53.33.  The  evidence  as  to  the  storage  and  insurance  was  re- 
ceived and  admitted  without  objection,  and  the  bill  of  Maurer 
&  Yogel,  containing  these  items,  was  used  and  commented 
upon  in  their  addresses  to  the  jury  by  the  counsel  for  both  par- 
ties without  objection  from  either.  It  was  not  until  the  con- 
clusion of  the  charge  of  the  presiding  Judge  that  the  defendant's 
coansel  took  exception  to  the  consideration  of  those  items,  the 
Judge  having  advised  the  jury  that  they  were  properly  allow- 
able. It  is  questionable  whether,  when  a  party  permits  evi- 
dence to  be  given  upon  the  subject  of  damages,  and  comments 
upon  it  without  objecting  to  its  admissibility,  he  can  avail  him- 
self of  an  exception  in  regard  to  it,  the  trial  having  been  con- 
cluded, upon  the  ground  that  the  items  are  too  remote.  It  is 
not  necessary,  however,  to  apply  the  rule  that  such  a  course 
Vol.  hi.— 7 
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Bhould  not  be  coantenanced.  The  storage  and  insurance  were 
precautions  which  enured  to  the  benefit  as  well  of  the  defend- 
ant as  the  plaintiff,  and  if  necessarily  incurred  and  Intimate 
charges  against  the  plaintiff,  should  be  allowed.  No  question 
of  their  validity  was  raised  upon  the  trial.  They  were  imme- 
diately identified  with  the  principal  pecuniary  loss  of  the 
plaintiff,  and  are  not  more  remote  than  the  costs  and  expenses 
attendant  upon  an  action  to  enforce  an  unwarranted  con- 
tract by  an  assumed  agent,  which  was  allowed  in  the  case  of 
White  V.  Madison  {supra).  The  allowance  for  loss  of  time 
was,  however,  too  remote,  and  should  be  deducted.  The  plain- 
tiff consenting  thereto,  the  judgment  herein  will  be  aflBrmed 
for  the  balance.  These  exceptions  embrace  all  that  are  pre- 
sented upon  the  defendant's  points,  and  the  conclusions  arrived 
at  cover  the  whole  of  the  defendant's  case  as  it  appears  to  us. 


William  Stainsby  and  Charles  O.  Jesbup  v.  Frazeb's  Me- 
tallic Life  Boat  Co. 

One  E.,  in  anticipation  of  the  organization  by  him  of  a  Life  Boat  aseodation,  or- 
dered materials  for  the  constraction  of  a  boat,  for  which  he  promised  to  pay 
personally.  After  its  organization,  the  company  exhibited  the  boat  as  an  ad- 
vertisement of  its  business,  but  did  not  acqoire  ownership  by  purchase,  and 
K,  who  acted  as  the  company's  agent,  subsequently  sold  the  boat  as  his  own 
property  and  kept  the  proceeds :  Beld^  in  an  action  against  the  company,  for' 
the  price  of  the  materials,  that  the  defendant  having  no  existence  when  the 
debt  was  contracted,  the  subsequent  use  of  the  boat  by  it,  and  the  promise  of  its 
agent  did  not  amount  to  a  ratification  of  E/s  acts,  so  as  to  make  the  company 
liable  for  the  debt 

Held  further,  that  the  promise  of  E.  as  the  company's  agent,  made  after  the  or- 
ganization, to  pay  the  bill,  was  a  promise  to  pay  the  debt  of  another  without* 
consideration,  and  was,  therefore,  within  the  statute  of  frauds,  it  not  appearing 
that  the  promise  had  been  made  in  consequence  of  the  transfer  of  the  boat  to 
the  defendants  by  E. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  entered  on  a 
verdict.  Tlie  action  was  for  goods  sold  and  delivered.  The 
facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 
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E.  MorCy  for  appellants. 

Wardy  Jones  cfe  Whitehead^  for  respondents. 

By  the  Court. — Bkady,  J. — Mr.  Kingsland,  in  anticipa- 
tion that  he  would  be  able  to  organize  a  Metallic  Life  Boat 
Association,  ordered  materials  and  labor  to  be  furnished  and 
performed  by  the  plaintiffs.     The  first  item  on  the  plaintiff's 
account  is  December  17,  1866,  and  the  last  March  16,  1867. 
It  does  not  appear  from  the  evidence  what  persons  would  com- 
pose the  association,  or  whether,  at  the  time  tlie  first  item  ac- 
crued, Kingsland  had  any  person  in  contemplation  as  one  of  the 
associates  other  than  himself.     The  materials  supplied  were 
employed  in  building  boats,  which,  it  seems,  were  to  be  exhib- 
ited by  the  association  when  organized.     The  defendants  were 
organized  on  the  30th  March,  1867,  which  was  after  the  plaint- 
iffs' goods  were  delivered  and  their  labor  performed.     The 
boats  were  placed  in  the  office  of  the  defendants  and  exhibited 
after  their  organization,  and  Kingsland,  who  was  the  agent  and 
active  man  of  the  association,  promised  to  pay  the  plaintiffs'' 
bill.    He  does  not  appear  to  have  promised  on  behalf  of  the 
defendants,  or  to  have  acted  in  reference  to  the  bill  upon  any 
authority  derived  from  them,  except  such  as  might  be  inferred 
from  his  character  as  agent.     The  defendants  did  not  purchase 
the  boats  from  Kingsland,  and  they  were  sold  by  him  as  his  in- 
dividual property,  and  the  proceeds  kept  by  him.     There  is 
nothing  in  the  case,  therefore,  to  charge  the  defendants,  except 
the  promise  of  Kingsland  to  pay  the  bill  as  already  stated,  con- 
nected with  the  fact  that  the  boats  were  used  by  them  in  adver- 
tising their  business.     I  think  the  judgment  cannot  be  sustained 
on  this  evidence.    If  the  association  had  been  formed  when  the 
debt  due  the  plaintiffs  was  contracted,  although  without  author- 
ity from  the  defendants,  the  use  of  the  boat  and  the  promise  to  pay 
would  amount  to  a  ratification  of  Kingsland's  acts,  and  create 
a  liability.    The  defendants,  however,  had  no  legal  existence  at 
that  time,  and  there  was  no  association  or  company  which  repre- 
sented them.  They  had  necessarily  no  agent,  having  no  existence, 
iind  one  of  the  essential  elements  of  a  ratification  does  not  exist 
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in  this  case,  viz. :  a  principal  when  the  act  was  done.  It  is. 
impossible,  therefore,  to  sustain  the  judgment  on  any  supposed 
acceptance  of  the  debt  contracted  by  Kingsland,  or  assumption 
of  it,  by  ratification.  Neither  can  it  be  sustained  upon  the  naked 
promise  by  Kingsland  to  pay,  assuming  that  he  had  authority 
to  make  one,  which  was  not  proved.  It  is  a  promise  to  pay  the 
debt  of  another  made  without  consideration.  If  the  evidence 
showed  that  in  consequence  of  the  transfer  of  the  boats  to  the 
defendants  by  Kingsland,  they  had  promised  to  pay  the  plaint- 
iffs, the  judgment  could  be  maintained,  for  such  a  promise 
would  not  be  within  the  statute  of  frauds  {Barker  y.  BucJdm^  2 
Denio,  45).  Such  proof  was  not  given,  however,  and  there  is 
no  other  view  in  which  the  defendants  could  be  held  liable, 
disclosed  by  the  testimony  in  the  case  or  the  nature  of  the  trans- 
actions between  the  parties.  The  judgment  should  be  re- 
versed. 

Daly,  F.  J. — I  concur  with  Judge  Brady  that  the  evidence 
was  not  sufficiently  certain  to  submit  the  question  to  the  jury 
whether  there  was  that  subsequent  ratification  and  adoption  of 
Kingsland's  act  in  ordering  the  material,  on  the  part  of  the 
company,  which  would  be  equivalent  to  a  previous  permission 
or  command,  which  is  the  test. 

Judgment  reversed. 


John  Olzen  v.  V.  H.  W.  Schierenberg  and  John  Jackson. 

To  warrant  a  jadgment  against  parties  as  joint  trespassers,  it  must  appear  that 
they  co-operated  in  producing  the  act  which  resulted  in  the  trespass.  In  that 
case,  they  may  be  sued  for  it  jointly  or  severally,  but  imless  that  is  shown,  the 
action  cannot  be  maintained  against  them  jointly. 

Thus  where  in  an  action  by  a  seaman  against  the  captain  and  mate  for  damages 
by  reason  of  cruel  treatment,  it  appeared  that  the  assaults  complained  of  were 
separate  acts  by  each  of  the  defendants  at  different  periods,  in  no  one  of  which 
did  the  captain  and  mate  co-operate  or  act  in  concert :  Heldy  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover. 
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Where  a  seaman  binds  himself  by  his  shipping  articles  not  to  bring  any  dispute 
or  quarrel  that  he  may  have  with  the  master  or  his  substitute,  before  any  court 
but  that  of  his  own  country,  foreign  tribunals  will  give  effect  to  such  a  stipula- 
tion, unless  the  voyage,  as  respects  him,  was  brought  to  an  end  in  the  foreign 
port  without  any  wrongful  act  on  his  part 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the  general 
term  of  the  Marine  Court,  affirming  a  judgment  rendered  by 
that  court  at  trial  term  without  a  jury. 

The  plaintiff  shipped  as  a  seaman  on  board  of  the  ship 
"  Inca "  at  Bremen,  and  signed  shipping  articles,  by  which  he 
bound  himself  not  to  bring  "  before  any  other  than  the  Bremen 
courts,  consul,  or  authorities,  any  quarrels  or  disputes  with 
the  captain  or  his  substitute."  On  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at 
New  York,  the  plaintiff  complained  to  the  Bremen  consul  of 
assaults  made  upon  him  by  the  defendants,  the  captain  and  the 
mate  of  the  vessel,  but  the  consul  dismissed  the  complaint,  and 
directed  the  plaintiff  to  return  to  his  vessel.  Thereafter  the 
plaintiff  brought  this  action  against  the  captain  and  mate  to 
recover  damages  for  the  alleged  assaults.  On  the  trial  it  ap- 
peared that  none  of  the  alleged  assaults  were  committed  by  the 
defendants  jointly.  The  defendants'  counsel  moved  to  dismiss 
the  complaint  on  the  following  grounds :  1st.  That  there  is  an 
improper  joinder  of  defendants,  the  evidence  showing  that  the 
assaults,  if  any,  were  separate  and  distinct ;  2d.  The  evidence 
shows  that  the  punishment,  if  any,  was  inflicted  on  the  plain- 
tiff for  a  breach  of  duty,  and  that  it  was  not  cruel  or  excessive ; 
3d.  That  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  of  the  action,  the  plaint- 
iff having  bound  himself  by  the  shipping  articles  and  muster-roll 
of  the  bark,  signed  by  him,  to  submit  all  matters  and  questions 
of  difference  between  himself  and  the  defendants  to  the  courts  at 
Bremen  and  the  Bremen  consuls  at  whatever  port  the  vessel 
might  be,  and  not  to  resort  to  any  other  court  or  tribunal. 
That  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the  free  and 
Hanseatic  republics  of  Hamburg,  Bremen,  and  Lubeck,  ratified 
April  30th,  1852,  vested  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  the  Bremen 
consuls;  4th.  That  it  appears  from  the  evidence  that. the 
Bremen  consul  had  adjudicated  upon  the  cause  of  action  set 
forth  in  the  complaint,  and  his  adjudication  being  adverse  to 
the  plaintiff,  is  final  and  conclusive  upon  this  court. 
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The  court  denied  the  motion,  and  thereafter  gave  judgment 
for  the  plaintiff.    The  defendants  appealed  to  this  Court. 

James  K.  Hill^  for  appellants. 

Beehe^  Beam,  <&  Donohue^  for  respondents. 

By  the  Oouet. — Daly,  F.  J. — This  judgment  must  be  re- 
versed for  these  reasons : 

1.  The  assaults  for  which  the  plaintiff  has  recovered  a 
judgment  against  the  captain  and  the  mate  jointly,  for  the  sum 
of  $100,  were,  upon  the  plaintiff's  own  showing,  separate  acts  of 
trespass  by  each,  at  different  periods,  in  no  one  of  which  did 
the  captain  and  mate  co-operate,  or  act  in  concert.  To  warrant 
a  judgment  against  parties  as  joint  trespassers,  it  must  appear 
that  they  co-operated  in  producing  the  act  which  resulted  in  the 
trespass.  In  that  case  they  may  be  sued  for  it  jointly  or  sever- 
ally ;  but  unless  that  is  shown,  the  action  cannot  be  maintained 
against  them  jointly  {GuiUe  v.  Swan^  19  Johns.  382 ;  WtUiams 
V.  JSheldariy  10  Wend.  654).  The  reason  is  a  very  obvious  one, 
and  the  facts  of  this  ease  will  serve  to  illustrate  it.  The  plaintiff 
testified  to  several  acts,  which  the  justice  has  regarded  in  law 
as  assaults  upon  the  plaintiff's  person,  in  the  course  of  a  long 
voyage,  and  in  the  port  of  New  York,  in  each  instance  by 
the  captain  or  by  the  mate  separately ;  and  it  was  not  shown 
that  either  one  knew  of  the  act  of  the  other,  or  directed  it,  ap- 
proved it,  or  co-operated  in  producing  it.  Now  the  captain  is 
not  to  answer  for  the  separate  assaults  of  the  mate,  nor  the 
mate  for  the  separate  assaults  of  the  captain.  Each  is  liable 
for  his  own  acts,  but  not  for  the  acts  of  the  other,  and  yet  both 
are  confounded  in  a  general  judgment  for  $100. 

2.  When  the  seaman  binds  himself  by  his  contract,  that 
he  will  not  bring  any  dispute  or  quarrel  that  he  may  have  with 
the  master  or  his  substitute,  before  any  court  but  that  of  his 
own  country,  foreign  tribunals  will  give  effect  to  the  stipulation 
and  hold  him  to  his  obligation,  unless  the  voyage,  as  respects 
him,  was  brought  to  an  end  in  the  foreign  port,  without  any 
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wrongful  act  on  his  part  {Oei/ner  v.  Meyer ^  2  H.  Black.  603; 
Sckvlenlerg  v.  Wesads,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  70 ;  Weiburg  v.  The  St. 
Oloffj  2  Pet.  Adm.  Dec.  415).  It  is  discretionary  with  the 
courts  of  this  country  whether  they  will  or  not  exercise  juris- 
diction to  enforce  contracts  or  redress  wrongs  arising  between 
foreign  seamen  and  the  master  of  foreign  vessels,  especially 
when  the  act  complained  of  occurred  upon  the  high  seas,  and 
more  especially  where  the  seaman  by  his  contract  has  elected 
and  fixed  upon  the  tribunal  to  which  he  is  to  resort  for  the 
redress  of  his  wrongs.  This  is  the  course  pursued  by  the  admi- 
ralty tribunals  of  the  United  States  {Davis  v.  Zeslie,  Abb. 
Adm.  E.  123 ;  Beecher  v.  KLorkgetUr,  id.  402 ;  The  Brig  Nor 
poUcm,  Olcotts  E.  215  j  The  Bark  Inca,  Dist.  C.  of  S.  Dist.  of 
N.  Y.,  Oct.  1866  ;  Lynch  v.  Orouder,  2  Law  Eep.  N.  S.  365 ; 
Saunders  v.  The  Victoria^  11  Leg.  Int.  70 ;  Thompson  v.  The 
Catharine^  1  Pet.  Adm.  Dec.  105).  And  if  courts  clothed  with 
their  comprehensive  jurisdiction,  and  which  are  especially 
watchful  over  the  interests  of  mariners,  pursue  this  course, 
state  tribunals  should  not  be  expected  to  go  beyond  them.  If 
the  voyage  is  put  an  end  to  as  respects  *the  seaman,  by  the 
wrongful  act  of  the  master,  or  by  any  other  act  which  releases 
the  seaman  from  any  further  obligation  or  duty  under  his  con- 
tract, our  tribunals  should  be  open  to  him  that  he  may  recover 
his  wages  or  obtain  reparation  for  any  wrong  or  injury  that 
may  have  been  done  to  him,  as  otherwise  he  might  be  left 
in  a  foreign  country  without  the  means  or  the  ability  to  obtain 
redress. 

In  the  present  case,  the  plaintiff  stipulated  that  he  would 
not  bring  any  quarrel  or  dispute  with  the  master  before  any 
other  than  the  Bremen  courts.  It  may  admit  of  question 
whether  this  language  is  broad  enough  to  extend  to  wrongful 
assaults  made  by  the  master  upon  the  seaman  ;  but  whether  it 
is  or  not,  I  think  our  courts  should  not  exercise  jurisdiction  in 
such  matters  unless  the  assault  is  of  the  character  which  justifies 
the  seaman  in  putting  an  end  to  the  contract  and  quitting  the 
vessel,  with  the  right  to  the  wages  which  may  then  have  been 
earned.  This  arises  where  the  seaman,  by  reason  of  cruel  and 
inhuman  treatment  on  the  part  of  the  officers,  quits  the  vessel 
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out  of  a  due  regard  to  his  personal  safety  ;  for  a  man  is  not 
bound  to  serve  at  the  peril  of  his  life ;  and  where  he  leaves 
under  such  circumstances,  his  connection  -with  the  vessel  is 
legally  dissolved  {Limland  v.  Stephens^  3  £sp.  269 ;  Ward  v. 
Ames^  9  Johns.  138 ;  Relf  v.  The  Maria^  1  Pet.  Adm.  Dec. 
193 ;  Rice  v.  The  Polly  and  EiUy^  2  Id,  420 ;  The  America, 
Bl.  &  Howl.  185).  But  there  was  nothing  of  that  kind  in  this 
case.  The  plaintiff  admitted  that  nothing  occurred  between 
him  and  the  captain  in  this  port.  The  mate  struck  him  while 
here  with  the  rope  of  a  saltpetre  bag  that  had  an  iron  ring  in 
it,  and  did  so  because  the  boy,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
his  own  witness,  would  not  go  and  clean  the  plates,  or,  in  other 
words,  for  an  act  of  insubordination  ;  and  what  was  done  by 
the  captain  during  the  voyage  was  not  of  that  extreme  char- 
acter which  would  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  leave  the  vessel  as  he 
did,  after  he  had  complained  to  his  consul,  and  the  consul,  upon 
hearing  his  and  the  captain's  statements,  had  directed  him  to  re- 
turn to  the  vessel  and  to  go  to  work.  On  reading  the  evidence 
which  was  produced  before  the  justice,  it  strikes  me  very 
forcibly  that  the  consul  was  right,  and  that  the  justice  was 
wrong.  But  as  there  was  conflict,  at  least  to  some  extent,  in 
the  testimony,  the  finding  of  the  court  below  upon  the  facts 
will  not  be  disturbed  upon  appeal ;  and  it  is  not  necessary,  for 
upon  the  plaintiff's  own  showing,  the  case  was  not  one  in  which 
he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  vessel  from  any  well-founded 
apprehension  that  he  was  in  danger  of  life  or  limb.  The 
plaintiff  himself  testified  that  the  captain  said  that  he  did  not 
want  to  beat  him.  The  captain  testified  that  he  never  told  the 
mate  to  beat  him,  and  that  what  he  did  himself  was  nothing 
more  than  he  would  have  done  to  his  own  child.  The  master 
is  clothed  with  the  authority  to  correct  the  mariner  analogous 
to  that  which  a  parent  has  over  a  child,  or  a  master  over  an 
apprentice;  and  is  answerable  only  for  excesses,  when  it  is 
manifest  that  the  power  with  which  he  is  clothed  was  used  as  a 
pretext  for  cruelty  and  oppression  (Abbot  on  Shipping,  177,  8th 
Lond.  ed. ;  Sawndera  v.  Buchtip^  Bl.  &  Howl.  Rep.  267).  The 
plaintiff  was  the  steward  or  cabin  boy,  and  so  far  from  the  act 
of  the  captain  being  of  the  excessive  and  unwarrantable  char- 


Digitized  by 


Q^oo^z 


NEW  TOEK— DBCEMBEE,   1869.  105 

Mooney  t.  The  Hudson  RiTer  Rdlroad  Company. 

acter  which  amounts  to  an  abuse  of  the  discretionary  power  of 
correction  which  the  maritime  law  confers  upon  him,  they 
were  acts  inflicting  no  material  injury,  and  involving  no  danger 
of  life  or  limb,  but  such  as  would  very  naturally  occur  in  the 
many  and  hopeless  attempts  of  the  master  to  get  this  careless,, 
incapable,  and  uncleanly  boy  to  perform  the  service  he  had 
engaged  for.  The  acts  of  the  mate  appear  to  me  to  have 
been  of  the  same  character,  or  if  they  were  otherwise, 
and  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  maintain  the  action  against 
the  mate  for  over  severity,  and  because  the  stipulation  in  the 
contract  not  to  sue  in  foreign  courts  did  not  apply  in  his  case, 
then  it  is  only  another  illustration  of  the  impropriety  of  joining 
the  captain  and  the  mat^  as  defendants  in  the  same  action,  and 
subjecting  both  to  the  same  judgment. 
The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 


Maby  J.   Mooney,  an  Infant,  &c.,  v.  The  Hudson  Riveb 
Railboad  Company.    Impleaded,  &c. 

The  Marine  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York  is  a  court  of  limited  and  special  jaris- 
dictlon,  and  a  trial  by  jury  in  that  conrt  can  take  place  only  in  the  way  which 
the  statnte  lias  provided :  Sdd,  therefore,  that  neither  party  having  demanded 
a  jury  at  the  joining  of  issue,  the  justice  could  not,  of  his  own  motion,  on  the 
cause  being  reached  for  trial,  direct  a  trial  by  jury.  There  is  no  authority  for 
the  lanal  of  a  cause  in  the  Marine  Court  by  a  jury,  unless  a  jury  is  demanded 
by  one  of  the  parties  after  issue  is  joined  and  before  the  cause  is  adjourned. 
The  defendant  did  not  waive  his  objection  to  such  direction,  made  and  over- 
ruled at  the  time,  by  afterwards  appearing  and  trying  the  cause  before  the 
jury. 

Appeal  by  one  of  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the 
general  term  of  the  Marine  Court  affirming  a  judgment  entered 
on  a  verdict. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  Hudson 
Eiver  Eailroad  Company,  impleaded  with  The  Central  Park, 
North  and  East  Kiver  Eailroad  Company,  to  recover  damages 
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alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  reason  of  a  collision  between 
an  engine  of  the  appellants  and  the  street  car  in  which  the 
plaintiff  was  a  passenger  at  the  time.  Issue  was  joined  in  the 
action  on  the  19th  November,  1866,  and'an  adjournment  had, 
by  consent,  neither  party  demanding  a  jury. 

Afterwards,  on  the  24th  of  December,  1866,  the  cause  being 
reached  in  its  order  and  called,  and  the  parties  having  answered 
ready,  the  justice  holding  the  trial  term,  on  his  own  motion, 
decided  that  the  cause  should  be  tried  by  a  jnry,  and  for  that 
purpose  ordered  an  adjournment,  the  appellants  objecting. 

The  cause  being  tried  with  a  jury,  a  verdict  was  rendered 
against  both  defendants  for  $500,  and  the  defendants,  the  Hud- 
son Eailroad  Company,  appeal  from  the  judgment  as  affirmed 
by  the  general  term  of  the  Marine  Court  to  this  court. 

F.  Loomia^  for  appellants. 

The  adjoamment  of  the  cause  on  the  motion  of  the  justice  on 
the  24th  of  December,  1866,  and  his  ordering  it  to  be  tried  by 
a  jury,  was  irregular  and  erroneous,  and  deprived  the  court  of 
jurisdiction.  A  justice  of  the  Marine  Court  has  no  power  to 
adjourn  a  cause  on  his  own  motion  except  upon  the  return  day. 
By  such  adjournment  he  loses  jurisdiction  {Bmley  v.  Ddor 
plaine,  1  Sandf.  11 ;  Wrights.  McClea/oe,  3  E.  D.  Smith,  316). 
Neither  party  having  demanded  a  jury  after  joining  of  issue 
and  before  adjournment,  a  jury  trial  could  not  be  had  except 
by  consent  of  parties  (Derivpsey  v.  Paige\  4  E.  D.  Smith,  218). 
The  subsequent  appearance  of  the  appellants  and  proceeding  to 
trial  upon  the  merits,  did  not  re-invest  the  court  with  jurisdic- 
tion, nor  waive  the  appellants'  rights  secured  to  them  by  objec- 
tion taken  at  the  time  of  the  proceedings  complained  of  {Locmis 
V.  BcwerSj  22  How.  Pr.  364).  Appearing  and  participating  in 
proceedings  over  which  a  court  or  officer  has  not  jurisdiction, 
does  not  prevent  a  party  from  assailing  them  for  want  of  it 
{Oroceri  National  Bank  v-  Clark^  31  How.  Pr.  123). 

Alex.  H,  Beavey^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Court — Daly,  F.  J. — tissue  was  joined,  neither 
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party  demanding  a  jnry,  and  the  cause  was  adjourned  for  trial. 
Upon  the  adjonmed  day  both  parties  appeared,  and  when  the 
cause  was  called,  answered  that  they  were  ready,  whereupon 
the  judge,  of  his  own  motion,  decided  that  the  cause  should  be 
tried  by  a  jury,  and,  for  that  purpose,  adjourned  the  cause  to  a 
further  day,  the  defendant  excepting  upon  the  ground  that 
neither  party  had  asked  for  a  jury  upon  the  joining  of  issue  and 
before  the  adjournment.  Upon  the  day  fixed  by  the  justice, 
both  parties  appeared,  and  the  cause  was  tried  by  a  jury,  who 
found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

There  is  no  authority  for  the  trial  of  a  cause  in  the  Marine 
Court  by  a  jury  unless  a  jury  is  demanded  by  one  of  the  parties 
after  issue  is  joined  and  hefore  the  ca/ase  is  adjourned  (Laws  of 
New  York,  1812,  p.  177,  §  1).  No' jury  having  been  demanded 
by  either  party,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  justice,  when  the  parties 
appeared  upon  the  adjourned  day,  to  proceed  and  try  the  cause 
himself,  under  the  provisions  of  the  122d  section  of  the  Act  of 
1813  (2  Rev.  Laws  of  1813,  p.  388),  which  declares  that  upon 
the  return  of  the  summons,  or  upon  the  appearance  of  the  de- 
fendant, or  at  such  other  time  as  the  court  shall  deem  meet  and 
convenient,  not  exceeding  six  days  thereafter,  the  court  shall 
proceed  to  hear  the  proofs  and  allegations  of  the  parties,  and 
shall,  within  four  days  thereafter,  give  them  judgment  thereon 
in  such  manner  as  shall  appear  to  the  court  to  be  agreeable  to 
law  and  equity.  When  this  section  was  enacted,  two  justices 
were  required  to  hold  the  court,  but  by  the  Act  ojf  1818  (Laws 
of  New  York,  1818,  p.  287,  §  1),  any  one  of  the  justices  may 
hold  the  court,  and  hear,  try,  and  determine  all  causes.  The 
Marine  Court  is  declared,  by  the  statute  creating  it,  a  court  of 
record ;  but  that  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  exercising  the  pow- 
ers which  have  been  expressly  conferred  upon  it,  and  that  it  is 
not,  and  was  not  intended  to  be,  a  court  of  record  in  the  strict 
1^1  sense  of  the  term,  like  courts  exercising  a  general  common 
law  jurisdiction,  is  apparent  from  the  statutory  provisions, 
which  at  the  creation  of  the  court,  and  from  time  to  time,  have 
been  enacted  respecting  it  {Huff  v.  Knapp^  5  N".  Y.  69 ;  Fof'd 
V.  Babcoch,  1  Denio,  158 ;  Wheaton  v.  Fellmjoa,  23  Wend.  377). 
In  other  words,  it  is  a  court  of  limited  and  special  jurisdiction,. 
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deriving  its  powers  solely  from  the  statutes  that  have  been 
passed  relating  to  it,  and  these  statutes  having  declared  that 
any  one  of  the  justices  may  hear,  try,  and  determine  causes, 
and  having  made  provision  for  a  trial  by  a  jury  only  where 
either  of  the  parties  demand  one,  within  a  prescribed  time,  a 
trial  by  jury  in  that  court  can  take  place  only  in  the  way  which 
the  statute  has  provided. 

It  was  no  waiver  of  the  objection  that  the  defendants  after- 
wards appeared  and  tried  the  cause  before  the  jury  {Avery  v. 
Slack,  17  Wend.  87;  Belden  v.  N.  T.  <b  Harlem  R.  R. 
Co.,  15  How.  18 ;  Robinson  v.  West,  11  Barb.  310).  The  plaint- 
fS  did  not  require  them  to  submit  the  decision  of  the  cause  to 
a  jury.  They  did  not  desire  it  themselves,  and  yet  the  justice, 
without  any  authority,  would  not  allow  the  cause  to  be  tried  in 
any  other  way.  He  would  not  recognize  the  right  which  the 
law  gave  them  to  try  the  cause  before  the  court  without  a  jury. 
They  objected,  the  objection  was  overruled,  and,  as  Justice 
Cowen  said,  in  the  case  first  above  cited,  resistance  to  the  ex- 
tent of  a  man's  power  would  be  a  new  kind  of  waiver.  It  has 
been  held  that  a  voluntary  appearance  will  confer  jurisdiction 
where  the  party,  at  the  time  when  he  should  have  made  it,  was 
ignorant  of  the  defect  {Pvnkley  v.  Winchdl^  7  Cow.  366 ;  WrigM 
V.  Jeffrey,  5  e<?.  15 ;  Smith  v.  Dipeer,  2  Code  E.  70).  But 
here  the  objection  was  distinctly  made  at  the  proper  time, 
and,  because  the  party  afterwards  went  to  trial,  he  should  not 
be  deprived  of  the  right,  the  jury  having  found  against  him,  of 
reversing  the  error  of  the  justice  in  compelling  him  to  try  his 
cause  in  a  mode  which  neither  he  nor  the  plaintiff  wished. 
The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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William  K.  Hall  v.  Albert  D.  Bishop. 

Where  a  statute  enacts,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  more  effectual  compliance 
with  its  requirements  in  respect  to  the  licensing  of  certain  occupations,  that  no 
one  shall  engage  in  or  carry  on  any  such  occupation,  until  he  shall  have  ob- 
tained a  license  as  proyided  by  the  statute,  it  is  an  express  prohibition  without 
more  particular  words : 

ffeld,  therefore,  that  a  lawyer,  who  has  not  obtained  a  license,  as  required  by  the 
Internal  Reyenue  act  of  the  United  States  Congress,  cannot  recoyer  for  profes- 
sional seryices  rendered  since  the  passage  of  the  act,  and  a  contract  made  by 
him  to  render  such  seryices  is  absolutely  yoid. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  entered  on  the 
report  of  a  referee. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  for  certain  legal  services 
rendered  by  the  plaintiff  under  an  agreement  with  the  de- 
fendant. 

The  complainant  alleged  in  sabstance  that  the  plaintiff  was 
an  attorney  and  counsellor,  and  as  such  rendered  certain  legal 
services  for  defendant  at  the  latter's  request,  between  the  1st  of 
February  and  the  1st  of  October,  1863  ;  that  in  August,  1864, 
it  was  agreed  between  plaintiff  and  defendant,  that  in  consid- 
eration of  the  services  so  rendered  by  plaintiff  to  defendant, 
and  in  consideration  of  certain  services  to  be  rendered  by 
plaintiff  for  and  towards  the  formation  of  a  certain  corporation, 
he,  defendant,  would  assign  to  the  plaintiff  one-twentieth  of  all 
shares  to  which  defendant  should  become  entitled  in  the 
corporation ;  that  plaintiff  rendered  said  services  ;  that  defend- 
ant became  entitled  to  312  shares  in  the  corporation,  and  that 
although  the  plaintiff  had  demanded  one-twentieth  of  said 
shares,  defendant  had  failed  to  deliver  them,  &c. 

The  answer  denied  "  each  and  every  material  allegation," 
and  sets  up  several  counter-claims  (none  of  which  were  at- 
tempted to  be  proved  upon  the  trial),  and  alleged  *'on  informa- 
tion and  belief,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not,  during  the  several 
times  in  the  complaint  mentioned,  duly  licensed  to  practice  as 
an  attorney  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  United 
States  in  that  case  made  and  provided." 
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The  action  was  referred  to  Joseph  J.  Marrin,  Esq.,  as  sole 
referee.  On  the  trial  of  the  action,  the  defendant  sought  to 
introduce  testimony  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  had  not  been 
duly  licensed  as  an  attorney  under  the  Act  of  Congress.  This 
evidence  was  ruled  out,  and  the  referee  gave  judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  for  an  amount  equal  to  the  cash  value  of  the  shares 
alleged  to  be  due  him  in  the  complaint. 

From  the  judgment  entered  on  this  decision  the  defendant 
appealed  to  the  general  term. 

John  Townshend^  for  appellant. 

I.  The  Act  of  Congress  of  30th  June,  1864,  section  79, 
provided  for  the  payment  of  an  annual  license  fee,  and  by  sub- 
<iivision  43  of  that  section,  fixed  the  license  fee  for  lawyers  at  ten 
dollars,  and  then  provides :  Every  person  who  for  fee  or  reward 
shall  prosecute  or  defend  causes  in  any  court  of  record  or  other 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  States, 
or  give  legal  advice  in  relation  to  any  cause  or  master  whatet^er^ 
shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  lawyer  within  the  meaning  of  this  act ; 
and  section  71  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  engaged  in, 
prosecute,  or  carry  on  any  trade,  business  or  profession  therein 
mentioned  (which  includes  lawyers),  until  he  shall  have  ob- 
tained a  license  therefor ;  and  section  73  makes  the  carrying  on 
any  such  trade  without  a  license  a  penal  offence. 

II.  Every  contract  made  for  or  about  any  matter  or  thing 
which  is  prohibited  and  made  unlawful  by  any  statute,  is  a 
void  contract,  though  the  statute  itself  does  not  mention  that  it 
shall  be  so,  but  only  inflicts  a  penalty  upon  the  offender, 
because  a  penalty  implies  a  prohibition,  though  there  is  no 
prohibitory  word  in  the  statute  {Bartlett  v.  Vinery  Carthew, 
252 ;  Drury  v.  Defontaine,  1  Taunt.  136 ;  HaUett  v.  Novion^  14 
Johns.  273 ;  Cope  v.  Rawlamd,  2  Mees.  &  W.  149 ;  Best  v. 
Bauder,  29  How.  Pr.  489 ;  Griffith  v.  WeOa,  3  Denio,  226. 
See  Barton  v.  Port  Jackson  Plank  Road  Co.^  17  Barb.  397 ; 
Seneca  Co.  Bamk  v.  Lamb^  26  id.  595;  BelZ  v.  Quinn^  2 
Sandf.  146). 

HI.  The  practicing  without  a  license  being  prohibited,  it  is 
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immaterial  whether  the  license  was  for  mere  purposes  of  revenue 
or  otherwise  {Smith  v.  Mawhood^  14  Mees.  &  W.  464). 

IV.  Where  there  are  two  considerations  to  a  contract,  if 
either  is  unlawful,  the  contract  is  void,  so  that  supposing  the 
florvicefi  rendered  by  the  plaintiff  in  1863,  were  a  consideration 
for  the  defendant's  promise,  which  they  were  not,  the  services 
rendered  after  August,  1864,  being  illegal,  the  whole  contract 
was  void  {Barton  v.  Port  Jackson  Plarik  Road  Co.^  17  Barb. 
397;  1  Parson's  on  Contracts,  880). 

M.  Z.  Townsend^  for  respondent, 

!•  It  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff,  in  order  to  maintain 
this  action,  that  he  sliould  have  had  a  license  as  a  lawyer  at  the 
time  of  rendering  the  services.  (1.)  The  act  of  1862,  sec.  64, 
sub.  31,  defines  a  lawyer  as  follows:  ''Every  person  whose 
business  it  is,  for  fee  or  reward,  to  prosecute  or  defend  causes 
in  any  Court  of  Record  or  other  judicial  tribunal  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  of  the  States,  or  give  advice  in  relation  to 
causes  or  matters  pending  therein,  shall  be  deemed  a  lawyer." 

The  amendment  of  Jun^  30th,  1864,  added  the  following 
words  to  the  definition :  '^  Or  whose  business  it  is  to  give  Ugdl 
advice  in  relation  to  any  cause  or  matter  whatever." 

(2.)  All  the  plaintiff's  services,  except  those  in  relation  to 
the  formation  of  a  Derrick  Company,  were  rendered  in  the 
spring  and  suinmer  of  1863,  and  none  of  them  related  to  the 
prosecution  or  defence  of  any  cause  in  any  court,  nor  to  the 
giving  of  advice  in  relation  to  any  cause  or  matter  pending 
therein,  but  consisted  of  interviews  by  plaintiff  with  the  navy 
agent,  and  Jackson  Brothers,  iron  founders,  and  correspond- 
ent in  respect  to  recovering  defendant's  share  of  $5,000  from 
the  government  for  building  a  derrick  at  the  Navy  Yard, 
Brooklyn;  counseling  the  defendant  respecting  his  contract 
with  Jackson,  and  notifying  the  Jacksons  that  the  derrick 
would  be  completed  at  their  expense,  and  advising  concern- 
ing the  revocation  of  Jackson's  power  of  attorney,  and  notifying 
Jackson  and  the  navy  agent  of  the  revocation  and  giving  ad- 
vice to  defendant  respecting  an  agreement  between  him  and 
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Mr.  Howard,  and  seeing  Holden  several  times  in  relation  to 
furnishing  iron  for  the  derrick. 

n.  All  the  other  services  of  the  plaintiff  for  which  this 
action  was  brought,  were  rendered  in  August,  1864,  and  con- 
sisted in  organizing  a  company  known  as  the  '^  Bishop  Derrick 
and  Elevator  Company,-'  and  were  rendered  under  and  in  pur- 
suance of  an  agreement  with  the  defendant,  by  which  the  de- 
fendant agreed  to  pay  the  plaintiff  for  the  services  already  ren- 
dered in  1863,  and  the  services  to  be  rendered  in  organizing 
said  company,  five  per  cent,  of  the  shares  of  stock  in  said  com- 
pany which  the  defendant  should  become  entitled  to. 

The  services  rendered  by  the  plaintiff  did  not  constitute 
"  le^al  admce^^  within  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  June  30th, 
1864 ;  much  less  did  they  constitute  "  prosecuting  or  defending 
causes  in  a  court  of  record,  or  giving  advice  in  relation  to 
cause  pending  therein,"  under  the  act  of  1862. 

By  the  Coubt. — Daly,  F.  J. — ^Two  questions  arise  upon 
this  appeal.  The  first  is  whether  a  lawyer  who  has  not  ob- 
tained a  license  as  required  by  the  revenue  act  of  the  United 
States  (12  TJ.  S.  Statute  at  Largp,  p.  453,  §  57,  p.  459,  §  64, 
s.  d.  31)  can  recover  for  professional  services  rendered  after  the 
passage  of  the  act. 

Where  a  statute  enacts  as  one  of  the  means  of  raising  a 
revenue,  that  those  engaged  in  a  particular  occupation  shall 
take  out  a  license  and  pay  a  certain  sum  of  it,  or  be  subject  to 
the  payment  of  a  greater  sum,  by  way  of  penalty,  for  neglecting 
to  do  so,  the  only  consequence  that  follows  the  neglect  or  omis- 
sion is  the  liability  to  the  penalty  {Johnson  v.  Hudson,^  11 
East,  180 ;  Fost^  v.  Taylor,  5  B.  &  Aid.  898 ;  WiOi&raU  v. 
Jone%,  3  id,  221 ;  Brown  v.  Dmican,  10  B.  &  Cress.  93 ;  dppe 
V.  Rowland,  2  Mees.  &  Welsh.  158 ;  Smith  v.  Mawhood,  14  id. 
452),  for  there  the  penalty  is  imposed  only  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  the  payment  of  the  amount  required  for  the  taking  out 
of  the  license  {Ghiffith  v.  Wells,  3  Denio,  227).  But  where  the 
object  of  requiring  that  a  license  shall  be  obtained  is  to  limit 
the  pursuit  of  certain  callings  to  those  who  are  declared  duly 
qualified  by  the  granting  to  them  of  a  license,  then  the  penalty 
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implies  a  prohibition  against  engaging  in  that  pursuit  unless 
a  license  is  procured  {BarUett  v.  Viner^  Carthew,  p.  252 ;  Skin, 
p.  322 ;  J)e  Begnis  v.  Armisteady  10  Bing.  107 ;  Forster  v. 
Taylor^  5  B.  &  Adol.  887) ;  or  where,  for  the  purpose  of  secur- 
ing a  more  effectual  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  a 
revenue  law,  it  is  enacted  that  no  one  shall  engage  in  or  carry 
on  a  particular  occupation,  until  he  shall  have  obtained  a  li- 
cense as  provided  for  in  the  act,  it  is  an  express  prohibition, 
and  in  the  language  of  Chief  Justice  Holt,  in  Ba/rUett  Y.'Viner 
(supra)y  "every  contract  made  for  or  about  any  matter  or 
thing  which  is  prohibited  and  made  unlawful  by  statute,  is  a 
void  contract,  though  the  statute  does  not  mention  that  it  shall 
be  so,  but  only  inflicts  a  penalty  on  the  offender,  because  a 
penalty  implies  a  prohibition,  though  there  are  no  pro- 
hibitory words  in  the  statute."  (See  to  the  same  effect,  MitcheU 
^r.  Smith,  4  Dallas,  p.  269;  1  Binn.  110;  Griffith  v.  Wells, 
3  Denio,  226 ;  Smith  v.  Mawhood,  14  Mees.  &  Welsh.  463 ; 
Best  V.  Bander,  29  How.  489.)  The  revenue  act  of  1862  pro- 
vides that  those  engaged  in  certain  trades  or  occupation  shall 
obtain  a  license  under  the  act.  Lawyers  are  among  the  per- 
sons or  classes  embraced.  They  are  required  to  pay  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars  for  a  license,  and  there  is  a  general  provision  that  no 
person  shall  engage  in,  prosecute,  or  carry  on  any  of  the  trades 
or  occupations  enumerated  in  the  act,  until  he  shall  have  ob- 
tained a  license  therefor  in  the  manner  provided. 

The  act  of  1862  declares  who  shall  be  deemed  a  lawyer 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  in  these  words :  "  Every  per- 
son whose  business  it  is  for  fee  or  reward  to  prosecute  or  defend 
causes  in  any  court  of  record,  or  other  judicial  tribunal  of  the 
United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  States,  or  give  advice  in  rela- 
tion to  causes  or  matter  pending  therein.'' 

After  the  passing  of  this  act,  the  plaintiff  rendered  profes- 
sional services  for  the  defendant,  which  were  not  of  the  charac- 
ter above  stated.  They  were  not  rendered  in  the  prosecution 
or  defence  of  any  cause  in  a  court  of  record,  nor  did  they  con- 
sist in  the  giving  of  advice  in  relation  to  any  cause  pending  in 
a  court.  There  was,  consequently,  nothing  in  the  act  of  1862 
to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  recovering  for  these  services.  But 
Vol.  m.— 8 
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after  these  services  were  rendered,  the  revenue  law  was 
amended  by  the  act  of  the  30th  of  March,  1864  (Laws  of  the  U. 
8.  for  1863  and  1864,  p.  267),  by  substituting  for  the  previous 
provision  in  relation  to  the  giving  of  advice  the  following  and 
more  enlarged  clause :  "  or  give  legal  advice  in  relation  to  any 
cause  or  matter  whatever,'^'*  And  after  the  passage  of  this 
amendatory  act,  the  plaintiff,  in  August,  1864,  made  an  agree- 
ment with  the  defendant  to  organize  a  mechanical  corporation, 
under  the  general  act  of  the  State,  which  consisted  in  drawing  all 
the  papers  and  rendering  all  the  legal  advice  requisite,  or,  as  the 
plaintiff  calls  it,  counsel,  and  doing  other  acts  necessary  for  the 
formation  of  the  company,  for  which,  and  the  prior  services  be- 
fore referred  to,  the  defendant  agreed  to  give  the  plaintiff  the 
one-twentieth  part  of  the  shares  which  the  defendant  was  to 
have  in  the  company. 

The  defendant  offered  evidence  to  show  that  the  plaintiff 
had  not  obtained  a  license  as  required  by  the  revenue  law. 
The  referee  nded  it  out  as  immaterial,  but  has  found,  as  matter 
of  fact,  that  the  plaintiff  had  not,  up  to  the  commencement  of 
the  action,  obtained  any  license  required  by  the  act  of  Congress, 
and  this  being  conceded,  the  remaining  question  is,  whether 
this  contract,  or  any  part  of  it,  can  be  enforced. 

In  my  judgment  the  whole  contract  is  absolutely  void.  It 
was  not  in  the  plaintiff's  power,  without  a  license,  after  the 
passage  of  the  amendatory  act  of  1864,  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  giving  legal  advice  in  relation  to  any  matter  whatever,  and 
that  this  was  a  contract  made  in  the  prosecution  of  such  a 
business,  and,  therefore,  void,  is  obvious  from  the  plaintiff's 
own  statement,  that  he  rendered  under  it  all  the  coimsel  neces- 
sary for  the  formation  of  the  company,  and  from  the  averment 
in  his  complaint  that  he  was  to  draw  all  papers  and  writings, 
and  give  all  counsel  and  advi'Ce  requisite  and  necessary  for  the 
formation  of  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  this  State, 
coupled  as  it  is  with  the  previous  averment  that  he  was  an 
attorney  and  counsellor  at  law,  duly  admitted  to  practice  in  all 
the  courts  of  this  State. 

A  part  of  the  consideration  of  this  contract  was  the  legal 
service  which  the  plaintiff  had  rendered  preWons  to  the  passage 
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of  the  amendatory  act  of  1864.  As  I  have  remarked  before, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  act  of  Congress  to  preclude  him  from 
performing  ser\n[ces  of  this  description  at  the  time  when  they 
were  rendered,  or  which  would  prevent  him  from  recovering  in 
an  action  at  law  what  they  are  usually  worth.  But  a  recovery 
for  them  cannot  be  sustained  either  upon  the  complaint  or  upon 
the  evidence  in  this  action.  The,  complaint  is  upon  a  special 
contract.  It  is  to  recover  damages  for  the  breach  of  such  a 
contract  in  the  refusal  of  the  defendant  to  transfer  and  deliver 
to  the  plaintiff  the  twentieth  part  of  the  shares  to  which  the 
<lefendant  was  entitled  in  the  corporation,  and  the  only  measure 
of  damages  in  such  a  case  is  the  value  of  the  shares  which  the 
defendant  was  to  transfer,  at  the  time  when  they  were  to  be 
delivered.  It  is  impossible  to  separate  from  it  the  services 
which  were  rendered  prior  to  1864,  as  there  is  no  averment  and 
no  proof  in  the  case  of  the  specific  value  of  these  services.  If 
there  was  anything  in  the  evidence  showing  the  value  of  these 
services,  it  would  be  in  our  power,  treating  the  special  contract 
as  void,  to  conform  the  pleadings  to  the  proof,  and  sustain  the 
judgment,  upon  an  implied  contract  for  the  amount  which 
these  services  were  reasonably  wortli,  which  we  would  certainly 
do  in  furtherance  of  justice.  But  as  the  case  comes  before  ua, 
both  upon  the  pleadings  and  the  proof,  it  is  a  judgment  for  a 
breach  of  a  special  contract,  which,  as  an  entirety,  cannot  be 
enforced,  and  the  past  consideration  which  entered  into  and 
formed  a  part  of  it,  cannot  be  severed  from  it  and  treated  as  an 
implied  contract  in  the  absence  of  any  proof  as  to  the  amount 
or  value  of  the  consideration.  The  report  will  have  to  be  set 
aside  and  the  judgment  reversed ;  but  as  to  the  plaintiff,  should 
he  now  bring  an  action  to  recover  for  the  services  prior  to 
1864,  might  be  met  by  the  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations ; 
we  think  it  but  just  to  reverse  the  judgment,  and  set  aside  the 
report  without  prejudice  to  the  plaintiff's  right  to  move  to 
amend  his  complaint,  and  give  evidence  of  an  implied  contract 
instead  of  resorting  to  another  action. 

Judgment  reversed  and  report  set  aside,  but  without  preju- 
dice to  the  plaintiff*  to  move  to  amend  the  complaint. 
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"Wm.  McMahon  and  othees  v.  George  Eauhr  and  others. 

The  indiyidual  members  of  ayolmitary  UDincorporated  association  have  no  power, 
except  in  their  collective  capacity,  to  dispose  of  its  property  or  effects,  or  of  any 
sapposed  proportionate  part  or  interest  therein. 

One  of  the  members  of  an  unincorporated  society  or  club  made  a  contract  with  it 
to  build  a  pleasure  boat,  and  the  club  advanced  to  him,  on  account  of  the  contract 
price,  the  sum  of  $500.  The  contracting  member,  having  failed  to  perform  his. 
contract,  twenty  members  of  the  club  executed  to  four  other  members,  the  plaint- 
iffs, an  assignment  of  their  interest  in  the  contract.  The  assignees  sued  the  con- 
tracting member  in  the  Marine  Court,  to  recover  the  $500  advanced,  making 
parties  defendant  (under  Code,  §§  118  and  119)  the  remaining  members  wha 
had  refused  to  execute  the  assignment,  or  to  unite  as  plain tifib  in  the  action: 
ffelJf  that  the  action  could  not  be  maintained.  Although  a  court  of  equity  might 
afford  relief  in  such  a  case,  there  being  no  remedy  at  law,  the  Marine  Court, 
which  has  no  equitable  powers,  could  not  render  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the^ 
plaintiffs. 

Appeal,  by  the  defendant  Rauhr,  from  a  judgment  of  the- 
general  term  of  the  Marine  Court,  The  facts  sufficientlj 
appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

David  McAdam^  for  appellant. 

D,  (&  T.  McMahoUy  for  respondents. 

By  the  Court — ^Daly,  F.  J. — But  one  point  is  taken  upon 
this  appeal,  and  that  is  decisive  against  the  plaintiffs'  right  to 
the  judgment.  The  plaintiffs  and  the  defendants,  with  others,, 
who  are  named  but  not  joined  as  parties,  are  members  of  a. 
voluntary  miincorporated  association,  known  by  the  designation 
of  the  Mutual  Pleasure  Club,  organized  for  the  recreation  of 
its  members  in  boating  and  yachting.  The  action  was  brought 
to  recover  $500  advanced  by  the  club  to  the  defendant  Rauhr,. 
one  of  its  members,  upon  a  contract  which  he  made  to  build  a 
boat  for  the  club,  which  boat  upon  trial  proved  defective; 
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whereupon  Eauhr  agreed  to  build  another  boat  for  them  in 
two  weeks'  time,  and  to  give  them  security  for  the  $500,  which 
agreement  he  wholly  failed  to  perform. 

Twenty  members  of  the  club  executed  to  the  plaintiffs,  four 
members  of  the  club,  an  assignment  in  writing  of  all  their 
interest  in  the  contract  which  Eauhr  had  broken,  and  the 
plaintiffs  bronght  this  action  to  recover  back  the  $500,  making 
the  other  members,  who  had  refused  to  join  in  the  assignment 
or  to  unite  as  plaintiffs,  parties  defendant  with  Eauhr,  under 
sections  118  and  119  of  the  Code,  which  are  applicable  to  the 
Marine  Court. 

"  It  is,"  says  Chitty,  (1  Chitty  on  Pleading,  45,  6th  Am.  ed.) 
"  an  answer  to  an  action  that  a  party  is  legally  interested  in 
each  side  of  the  question " — a  proposition  fully  sustained  by 
the  authorities  {Holmes  v.  Higgina^  1  Bam.  &  Cres.  74 ;  Moffat 
V.  Yan  MvUigen^  2  Chitty  E.  539 ;  Bosanqwt  v.  TFray,  6  Tannt. 
697 ;  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  EpiscopcH  Church  v.  Stewart^  27 
Barb.  553 ;  Cary  v.  Williams^  1  Duer,  667).  This  is  the  rule 
in  actions  at  law ;  and  the  rule  in  equity  is,  that  persons  having 
adverse  or  conflicting  interests  in  the  subject-matter  of  the  liti- 
gation, cannot  be  joined  as  plaintiffs  (G^ewi^  v.  VanSehoonhoven, 
9  Paige,  255 ;  Davies  v.  Qua/rterman^  5  Lond.  Jurist,  93 ;  Hunter 
on  Suits  in  Equity,  pp.  14, 15, 16). 

This  rule  is  ordinarily  applied  in  the  case  of  partners,  neither 
of  whom  can  maintain  an  action  at  law  against  the  other,  be- 
cause each  has  a  joint  interest  in  the  property  and  effects  of 
the  firm,  and  their  respective  rights  can  be  adjusted  and  settled 
only  by  a  suit  in  equity.  But  I  doubt  if  there  is  any  reason 
for  applying  this  rule  to  a  voluntary  society  or  club,  the  prop- 
erty of  which  is  a  mere  incident  to,  and  not  the  main  purpose 
of  the  association ;  the  members  having  no  severable  proprie- 
tary interest  in  it,  or  a  right  to  any  proportionate  part  of  it, 
if  they  resign,  forfeit  their  membership  or  are  expelled.  They 
have  merely  the  enjoyment  and  nse  of  it  wliile  members,  and, 
if  they  are  then  members,  a  right  to  a  proportionate  share  of  its 
assets  when  it  is  dissolved  (  White  v.  Brownell^  2  Daly,  329 ; 
«.  c.  4  Abb.  Pr.  Eep.  N.  S.  190, 191 ;  in  re  The  St.  James'  Cluby 
18  Eng.  Law  &  Eq.  Eep.  592 ;  CcddicoU  v.  CMffUhs,  8  Excq. 
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E.  898).  '^  Although,"  says  Duer,  J.,  in  Habicht  v.  Pemherton^ 
4  Sandf.  658),  "  the  society  is  not  incorporated,  its  members 
are  not  necessarily  either  partners  or  joint  owners.  They  may 
have  only  an  equitable,  and  that  only  an  eventual  or  contin- 
gent, interest  in  the  property  or  funds  of  the  society,"  and 
he  heft,  in  that  case,  that  no  one  or  more  of  the  members 
short  of  the  whole,  could  maintain  an  action  respecting  the 
funds  or  property  of  the  organization,  nnless  the  right  to  do 
so  was  expressly  given  by  the  conditions  of  the  agreement 
under  which  the  members  were  united  into  a  body.  In  the 
present  case,  the  judgment  assumes  that  that  right  is  given  by 
twenty  to  four  of  the  members,  the  remaining  members  being, 
as  they  may  be  in  the  Marine  Court,  made  parties  defendants. 
All  the  parties  having  any  interest  to  be  affected  by  the 
judgment,  are,  it  is  true,  before  the  court ;  but  the  judgment 
given  is  a  judgment  against  Eauhr  for  $600,  in  favor  of  the 
four  plaintife,  to  whom  the  twenty  have  assigned  all  their 
interest,  and  such  a  judgment  cannot  be  sustained.  If  the  suit 
had  been  brought  for  the  benefit  of  the  organization,  against 
Eauhr,  and  all  who  had  refused  to  nnite  as  plaintiffs  had  been 
made  defendants,  it  could  be  maintained  in  a  court  having 
equitable  jurisdiction ;  for  a  court  of  equity  could  so  frame  ita 
decree  as  to  provide  that  the  $500  should  be  paid  by  Eauhr  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  club,  it  appearing  by  its  by-laws,  which 
were  given  in  evidence,  that  it  has  a  treasurer  charged  by  the 
by-laws  with  the  duty  of  keeping  a  correct  account  of  all 
moneys  received  and  expended,  and  who  is  not  to  dispose  of 
any  money  belonging  to  the  club,  except  when  ordered  by  the 
president's  countersigning  the  bill.  But  upon  the  judgment 
now  rendered,  the  $500  goes  absolutely  to  four  members,  to 
whom  the  twenty  could  not  assign  it,  and  who  have  only 
their  proportionate  interest  in  it;  and  even  this  they  could 
not  do,  for  the  club  is  not  dissolved,  or  it  has  not  been  shown 
that  it  is ;  nor  would  the  effect  of  such  a  judgment  be  to  dis- 
solve it.  While  it  coutinues,  the  individual  members,  except 
in  their  collective  capacity,  have  no  power  to  dispose  of  its 
property  or  effects,  or  of  any  supposed  proportional  part  or^ 
interest  in  either.    While  the  club  continues  in  the  exercise  of 
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the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  it  was  organized,  the 
treasurer  is  the  custodian  of  all  moneys  received  and  expended, 
and  he  cannot  dispose  of  the  money,  except  upon  the  authority 
of  the  principal  officer  or  president ;  nor  can  the  members, 
except  when  they  are  organized  collectively,  in  the  manner  and 
form  provided  for  by  their  rules  or  by-laws. 

It  is  suggested  that  no  action  could  be  maintained  in  any 
tribunal  by  the  rest  of  the  members  against  Eauhr  to  recover 
from  him  this  $500,  for  the  reason  that  he  has  exactly  the  same 
equal  interest  as  the  rest  in  the  claim,  and  that  if  he  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  the  $500,  he  would  have  to  bring  an  action 
against  all  the  rest  to  recover  his  proportionate  part  of  it.  *  The 
answer  is,  as  before  stated,  that  neither  he  nor  any  other  mem- 
ber is  entitled  to  any  proportionate  part  of  the  funds  or  prop- 
erty of  the  body,  the  whole  of  which  belongs  to  the  organiza- 
tion while  it  continues  to  exist ;  and  when  it  ceases,  by  volmt- 
tary  dissolution  or  otherwise,  those  who  are  then  members 
take,  and  not  until  then,  their  proportionate  share  of  its  assets, 
if  there  be  any.  If  the  action  had  been  brought  as  it  should 
have  been  in  a  court  having  equitable  jurisdiction,  there  would 
have  been  no  difficulty,  in  my  judgment,  in  maintaining  it  j 
equitable  actions  being  adapted  to  meet  those  cases  where 
there  shonld  be  a  remedy,  and  where  none  can  be  obtained  by 
an  action  at  law,  but  no  actiofi  could  be  maintained  in  the 
Marine  Court,  as  that  court  has  not  the  equitable  powers  essen- 
tial to  enable  it  to  give  relief. 

The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Simon  Guiteman  and  anotheb  v.  Georoe  Davis. 

The  laws  of  the  United  States  not  determining  the  yalne  of  a  ponnd  sterling  for  com- 
mercial purposes,  resort  mnst  be  had  to  the  custom  of  merchants :  Beld,  therefore, 
on  a  recovery  in  an  action  on  a  draft  for  fifty  pounds  sterling,  drawn  in  London, 
and  accepted  by  the  defendant  at  New  York,  that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the 
price  of  exchange  between  New  York  and  London.  The  real  par,  and  not  the 
nominal  par  of  exchange,  is  the  measure  of  damages  in  soch  a  case. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  at  a  Special 
Term  of  this  court  in  an  action  tried  by  Daly,  F.  J.,  without 
a  jury. 

The  action  was  brought  upon  a  draft  drawn  and  dated  in 
London,  England,  upon  the  defendant,  for  fifty  pounds  sterling, 
and  was  directed  to  the  defendant  at  the,  city  of  New  York, 
and  accepted  by  him.  The  judge  found  the  value  of  the 
pound  sterling  to  be  $4.44,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
New  York  and  London  to  be  $1.45,  making  the  actual  value 
of  the  pound  sterling  in  U.  S.  currency  $6.44,  and  on  that 
basis  gave  judgment  for  the  plain tifis.  from  which  judgment 
the  defendant  appealed  to  the  General  Term. 

Torrance^  Spaulding  &  Richardson^  for  appellant. 

Chriswdld  (&  Dickinson^  for  respondents. 

By  the  Court. — Brady,  J. — The  act  of  Congress  passed 
February  21st,  1857  (11  Stat.  163),  by  section  3,  declared  that  all 
former  acts  authorizing  the  currency  of  foreign  gold  or  silver 
coins,  and  declaring  the  same  to  be  a  legal  tender  in  payment 
for  debts,  were  repealed,  but  that  it  should  be  the  duty  of  the 
director  of  the  mint  to  cause  assays  to  be  made,  from  time 
to  time,  of  such  foreign  coin  as  might  be  known  to  our 
commerce,  to  determine  their  average  weight,  fineness,  and 
value,  and  to  embrace  in  his  annual  report  a  statement  of  the 
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results  thereof.  The  effect  of  this  statute  was  to  leave  the  value 
of  foreign  coins  to  the  arbitrament  of  trade,  save  in  the  pay- 
ment of  duties,  and  in  all  computations  at  the  custom-house. 
The  act  of  2d  March,  1799  (11  Stat.  673),  which  declared  the 
value  of  a  pound  sterling  to  be  $4.44,  was  held  to  be  for 
revenue  purposes  only  {Philips  v.  Ina.  Go.  of  Philadelphia^ 
HalPs  JournalJurisprudence,  250— 257);  the  act  of  1842  (5 
Stat.  496),  repealing  act  of  1799,  as  to  value  of  pound  sterling, 
fixed  the  value  at  $4.84,  in  respect  to  payments  by  or  to  the 
treasury  ;  and  the  acts  of  1834,4  Stat.  700,  March  3d,  1843  (5 
Stat.  60^!^,  fixed  the  value  of  foreign  coins  by  reference  to  the 
fineness  of  the  gold  and  the  weight.  The  effect  of  the  statute 
of  1857  is  not  only  to  render  foreign  coins  no  longer  a  legal 
tender,  but,  as  between  the  importer  and  the  government,  to 
base  the  value  of  them  upon  the  annual  report  of  the  director 
of  the  mint.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  not  determining 
the  value  of  a  pound  sterling  for  commercial  purposes,  how  is 
ite  value  in  currency  to  be  determined  ?  The  answer  seems  to 
be  very  plain,  and  it  is  that  resort  mugt  be  had  to  the  custom 
of  merchants.  It  was  proved  in  this  case  that  the  value  of  a 
pound  sterling,  for  the  purpose  of  trade,  and  the  calculation  of 
exchange,  was  $4.44 ;  but  that  such  value  was  fictitious,  and  was 
not  the  actuoil  value ;  that  it  was  called  par,  but  not  the  par  of 
exchange ;  that  the  rate  of  exchange  was  to  be  added,  and  that 
the  rate  being  $1.45,  founded  upon  the  value  of  gold,  the 
actual  value  would  be  $6.44,  as  found  by  the  judge.  This  rule 
is  just  because  it  gives  to  the  creditor  the  amount  in  currency 
which  he  would  have  to  pay  to  remit  the  amount  of  the  bill, 
and  because  it  sustains  the  doctrine  that  the  real  par,  and  not 
the  nominal  par,  of  exchange  should  be  the  measure  of  damages, 
or  the  amount  of  debt  due  according  to  the  promise  and  intent 
of  the  drawer.  (Story  on  Conflict  of  Laws,  309,  310 ;  Lee  v. 
Wxloocks,  6  Serg.  <fe  Eawle,  48 ;  ^mith  v.  Shaw,  2  Wash.  C.  C. 
Eep.  167, 168 ;  Grant  v.  Healy,  2  Chand.  Law  E.  113  ;  s.  c. 
3  Sumner,  623).  The  cases  of  Martin  v.  Franklin  (4  Johns. 
124),  and  Scofidd  v.  Day  (20  Johns.  102),  may  be  regarded 
as  in  conflict  wi{th  the  conclusions  herein  expressed.  These 
cases  were  considered  and  disapproved  in  the  case  of  Orant 
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V.  Healey  (^wpra),  and  the  comments  upon  them  are  such  as  to 
lessen  their  importance  as  authorities  bearing  upon  the  question 
discussed  in  this  case.  The  case  of  Scofidd  v.  Day  was  on 
a  promissory  note  made  in  Montreal,  to  the  plaintiffs,  who  re- 
sided in  England,  and  payable  to  them  or  their  order,  with  in- 
terest until  paid,  in  England.  In  a  per  cwriam  opinion,  ex- 
ceedingly brief,  it  was  said  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  entitled 
to  any  allowance  on  account  of  the  difference  of  exchange  with 
England.  Ko  reasons  are  assigned,  and  it  is  to  be  remarked 
that  there  was  no  proof  of  any  usage  or  custom  in  the  case. 
In  Martin  y.  Fra/nMin^  it  appeared  that  the  defendants  were 
indebted  on  a  balance  due,  and  that  a  general  practice  pre- 
vailed among  merchants  when  debts  contracted  and  due  in 
Great  Britain  were  paid  in  New  York,  to  pay  according  to  the 
current  rate  of  exchange,  whether  above  or  below  par.  The 
court,  in  a  short  ^^  curiam  opinion,  held  the  debt  to  be  pay- 
able according  to  the  par,  and  not  to  the  rate  of  current  ex- 
change. The  practice  which  was  admitted  to  prevail  was  not 
apparently  considered.  No  reference  was  made  to  it,  and  it  is 
to  be  observed  that  the  opinion  does  not  exhibit  such  considera- 
tion of  the  question  as  it  deserved.  Neither  of  these  cases  are 
exactly  in  point,  and  in  the  present  condition  of  our  commer- 
cial relations,  considered  with  reference  to  our  depreciated  cur- 
rency, the  rule  established  by  them,  if  to  be  applied,  should 
not  be  extended  to  any  case  not  precisely  the  same.  The 
changes  made  in  relation  to  foreign  coins,  and  the  value  of 
sterling,  by  various  acts  of  Congress,  the  repeal  of  the  law 
making  foreign  coins  a  legal  tender  by  act  of  Congress  in  1857, 
and  the  changes  of  values  in  foreign  coin  and  currency,  result- 
ing from  the  late  war  in  this  country,  make  it  just  to  confine 
the  rule  of  those  cases  as  suggested. 
The  judgment  should  be  aflSrmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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John  B.  Makacella  v.  Lawkence  Odell. 

The  defendant  bad  employed  the  plaintiff,  a  real  estate  broker,  to  effect  a  sale  of 
Ida  house,  and  had  also  employed  another  broker  to  the  same  end.  The  latter 
T)roker  posted  a  bill  on  the  premises,  and  a  purchaser  being  attracted  thereby, 
called  at  the  house,  and  was  informed  by  the  tenant  that  the  plaintiff  was  rent 
collector.  The  purchaser  then  called  on  the  plaintiff,  who  informed  him  of  the 
rent  and  price,  and  sent  a  clerk  with  him  to  show  the  house.  The  next  day, 
the  purchaser,  following  the  direction  on  the  bill,  went  to  the  other  broker 
therein  named,  by  whom  he  was  introduced  to  the  owner,  and  with  whom  the 
negotiations  took  place,  which  resulted  in  a  sale.  Eeld,  that  the  latter  broker, 
and  not  the  plaintiff,  had  earned  a  commission  for  effecting  the  sale. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Sixth 
DiBtrict  Court. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  to  recover  commis- 
sions  alleged  to  have  been  earned  by  the  plaintiff  in  procuring 
the  sale  of  certain  premises  owned  by  the  defendant.  The 
facts  suflSciently  appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Malcolm  Camphdl,  for  appellant. 

^.  K  An^sorij  for  respondent. 

By  THE  CouKT. — Bakrett,  J.— That  the  defendant  em- 
ployed the  plaintiff  to  sell  his  house  is.  undisputed,  and  the 
only  question  is,  who  was  the  procuring  cause  of  the  sale.  It 
seems  that  another  broker,  named  Peyton,  was  also  employed. 
The  plaintiff's  bill  had  been  upon  the  house,  but  was  taken 
down,  and  Peyton's  put  up  instead.  McKenna,  the  purchaser, 
was  first  attracted  by  this  bill  of  Peyton's,  but  learning  from 
the  tenant  that  the  plaintiff  was* the  rent  collector,  he  went  to 
the  latter's  office  "  to  inquire,"  as  he  says,  "  about  the  rent." 
There,  however,  he  was  informed  of  the  price,  and  the  plaintiff 
sent  a  clerk  with  him  to  show  the  house.  This  was  the  plain- 
tiff's entire  agency  in  the  matter.  The  next  day,  McKenna 
called  upon  Peyton,  and  a  negotiation  ensued  in  the  latter's 
office^  which  resulted  in  a  bargain,  and  subsequently  consum- 
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mated  sale.  McKenna  said  nothing  about  his  previous  inter- 
view with  the  plaintiff,  and  the  latter  was  not  heard  of  in  the 
matter. 

Upon  these  undisputed  facts,  it  is  clear  that  Peyton,  and 
not  the  plaintiff,  was  the  person  entitled  to  the  commission. 
McKenna,  knowing  from  the  bill  that  Peyton  had  the  sale  of 
the  house,  called  upon  the  plaintiff  merely  to  ascertain  some- 
thing upon  the  subject  of  the  rent.  The  information  then 
given  was  purely  incidental,  and,  except  as  to  price,  was  not 
new  to  McKenna.  Even  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  had  the 
house  in  his  hands  for  sale  does  not  appear  to  have  been  men- 
tioned. McKenna,  very  naturally,  therefore,  followed  the  di- 
rection upon  the  bill,  and  inquired  of  Peyton,  by  whom  he  was 
brought  in  contact  with  the  owner,  and  with  whom  and  in 
whose  office  the  negotiation  took  place.  The  idea  that  the 
information  given  by  the  plaintiff,  in  the  manner  and  under  the 
circumstances  described,  was  the  procuring  cause  of  the  sale,  is 
too  far-fetched.  There  is  really  no  natural  or  just  connection 
between  the  two.  A  dozen  brokers  may  be  employed,  and  may 
do  as  much,  yet  if  the  purchaser,  directed  by  a  bill  upon  the  house, 
call  upon  a  particular  broker,  and  enter  into  a  negotiation  with 
him,  which  results  in  a  contract,  I  apprehend  that  such  broker^ 
and  he  alone,  is  entitled  to  a  commission. 

The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Henet  H.  J.  GuNTHEB  V.  Louis  A.  Colin. 

By  a  bill  of  lading  of  one  bandred  casks  of  wine  to  be  shipped  from  Bordeaaz  ta 
New  York,  it  was  stipulated  to  deliver  the  same  all  full  and  in  good  condition, 
the  perils  and  risks  of  the  sea  excepted.  By  reason  of  rough  weather  and 
heavy  seas  encountered  on  the  voyage,  eleven  of  the  casks  were  found,  on  ar> 
rival,  to  have  leaked,  and  to  be  of  little  or  no  value.  Held,  that  no  negligence 
being  shown,  the  freight  was  earned. 

Since  the  passage  by  Congress  of  the  Act  of  1857  (11  Stat  at  Large,  168)  by 
which  all  former  statutes  declaring  foreign  coins  to  be  legal  tender  for  debt 
were  repealed,  there  is  no  legal  par  value  of  foreign  coin  for  commercial  pur- 
poses, except  as  established  by  the  usage  of  merchants  or  the  actual  market 
value  of  the  coin. 

A  bin  of  lading  made  in  France,  declared  the  freight  to  be  "  thirty  franes  in  gold,'* 
Ac,  payable  on  delivery  of  goods  in  New  York.'  Held,  that  the  carrier,  in  an 
action  for  the  freight,  was  entitled  either  to  the  coin  or  to  its  equivalent  in 
United  States  currency. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  general 
term  of  the  Marine  Court  affirming  a  judgment  entered  on  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  at  trial  term. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  freight  on  100  casks  of 
wine,  which  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  carry  from  Bordeaux  to  New 
Tork.  The  bill  of  lading  admitted  the  receipt  of  the  casks  of 
wine  all  full  and  in  good  condition,  and  stipulated  to  deliver 
them  in  the  mme  form^  the  perils  and  risks  of  the  sea  excepted, 
on  being  paid  the  freight,  thirty  francs  in  gold,  with  ten  per 
cent,  per  ton  primage  over  and  above  average,  according  to  the 
uses  and  customs  of  the  sea.  On  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at 
New  York,  it  appeared  that  eleven  of  the  casks  were  of  little  or 
no  value,  owing  to  the  rough  weather  and  heavy  sea  expe- 
rienced. It  also  appeared  that  825  francs,  the  freight  sued  for, 
was  equivalent  to  the  sum  of  $375.37  in  United  States  cur- 
rency. 

The  justice  charged  the  jury  "  that  if  the  jury  believed  from 
the  evidence  that  the  leakage  of  the  wine  was  caused  by  bad 
stowage  of  the  cargo  or  by  the  neglect  or  misconduct  of  the 
plaintiff^  that  then  he  could  not  recover  freight  on  the  empty 
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casks,  and  that  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  recover  and  set 
off  the  value  of  the  wine,  which  in  their  opinion  was  proved  to 
have  been  lost.  But  if  the  jury  believed  that  there  was  no 
misconduct  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  and  if 
they  believed  that  the  stowage  of  the  casks  was  good  and 
proper,  the  plaintiff  should  recover  his  freight,  which  was 
shown  to  amount  to  825  francs,  which  was  shown  to  be  equal 
to  $375.37  in  United  States  currency." 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  $375.37,  and 
from  the  judgment  of  affirmance  of  the  judgment  entered 
thereon  the  defendant  appealed  to  this  court. 

William  D,  White^  for  appellant. 
Nathan  Solomon^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Couet. — Bkadt,  J. — The  plaintiff  carried  the  freight 
and  delivered  it  in  pursuance  of  his  contract.  He  conducted 
himself  with  fidelity  and  vigilance  during  the  voyage,  and  was 
not  guilty  of  negligence  in  any  respect.  His  engagement  was 
performed,  and  he  was  entitled  to  the  compensation  agreed 
upon,  notwithstanding  there  was  a  deficiency  in  the  freight 
{Oriswold  v.  N.  T.  Ins.  Co.^  3  Johns.  319). 

The  contract  of  carriage  was  made  on  or  about  the  30th  of 
June,  1864,  and  by  it  the  plaintiff  was  to  deliver  the  goods,  the 
perils  and  risks  of  the  sea  being  excepted,  on  being  paid  his 
freight,  thirty  francs  in  gold,  per  ton,  with  ten  per  cent,  primage 
over  and  above  average,  according  to  the  uses  and  customs  of 
the  sea.  The  defendant  insisted  upon  this  branch  of  the  case,  and 
it  is  the  only  one  remaining  to  be  considered,  that  as  the  freight 
was  payable  in  francs,  and  the  Act  of  Congress  fixed  the  real 
value  of  gold  francs  in  the  current  money  of  the  United  States, 
the  plaintiff  was  only  entitled  to  such  value  in  legal  tenders. 
This  proposition  cannot  be  maintained.  Whatever  may  have 
been  the  legislative  provisions  in  reference  to  foreign  coins  for 
purposes  of  commerce,  and  to  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  refer 
particularly,  the  Act  of  1857  (11  Stat.  163),  repealed  all  former 
acts  declaring  them  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debt,  the  effect 
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of  which  is  to  continue  the  acts  in  reference  to  their  value  then 
existing  only  for  the  guidance  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States  connected  with  the  custom-houses.*  There  was,  there- 
fore, from  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  1857,  no  legal 
par  value  of  a  franc  for  commercial  purposes,  except  as  estab- 
lished by  the  usage  of  merchants  thereto  relating,  or  the  actual 
market  value  of  the  coin.  The  franc  was  shown  to  be  worth 
-45^  cents  of  our  currency,  and  the  plaintiff  recovered  on  that 
lasis.  This  case  is  relieved  of  embarrassment  by  the  words  of 
the  contract  of  carriage.  The  plaijitiff  was  to  deliver,  on  the 
payment  of  30  francs,  in  gold,  and  could  have  declined  to  sur- 
render the  freight  until  paid  for  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
<M>ntract,  which  was  in  francs  in  gold.  The  mode  of  payment' 
was  not  unreasonable  or  impossible.  Having  delivered  the 
freight,  he  is  entitled  to  a  sum  in  the  currency  of  this  country 
which  shall  approximate  nearer  to  the  amount  which  he  would 
be  obliged  to  pay  for  the  francs  calculated  by  the  real  par 
(Story  on  Con.  309-310;  Smith  v.  Shaw,  2  Wash.  C.  C.  Eep. 
167 ;  GrrarU  v.  Healey^  3  Stimner's  Eep.  523 ;  Lee  v.  WUcocks^ 
5  Serg.  &  Eawle,  48).  In  other  words,  being  entitled  to  a 
number  of  francs,  the  defendant  should  either  give  him  the 
coin  or  its  equivalent  in  currency.  This  rule  is  just  in  all  cases 
of  contracts  made  abroad  and  payable  here  in  the  currency  or 
coin  of  the  foreign  country,  and  more  particularly  in  a  case  like 
this,  when,  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made,  the  currency  of 
this  country  was  depreciated,  and  the  parties  may  be  presumed 
to  have  contracted  with  reference  to  that  circumstance.  This 
distinction  is  suggested  in  Bodes  v.  Bronaon  (34  N.  T.  649),  in 
which  the  Court  of  Appeals  held  that  a  mortgage  executed  in 
1851,  to  be  paid  in  1857,  in  gold  or  silver  coin,  lawful  money 
of  the  United  States^  might  be  paid  in  legal  tender  notes  under 
the  Act  of  February  25, 1862  (12  Stat.  346).  Smith,  J.,  said, 
p.  656 :  "  The  case  of  an  agreement  made  since  the  Act  of 
1862,  for  the  payment  of  a  specified  sum  in  coin  in  considera- 
tion of  a  loan  in  coin,  or  upon  any  other  equivalent  considera- 
tiany  and  in  view  of  the  difference  in  market  value  existing  at 

*  See  Gmteman  v,  Dayis,  ante,  p.  120. 
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the  time  between  coin  and  Treasury  notes  having  the  same  legal 
value,  may  differ  materially  from  the  present  case."  His  sug- 
gestion  is  based  upon  the  supposition  of  a  contract  made  in  this 
State,  or  country,  and,  if  it  have  any  value,  must  with  greater 
force  apply  to  contracts  of  a  similar  character  made  abroad. 
The  cases  of  Martin  v.  Franldin  (4  Johns.  124),  and  Soojidd 
V.  Day  (20  Johns.  102),  do  not  conflict  with  the  conclusion  ex- 
pressed herein,  the  contract  between  the  parties  hereto  being 
kept  in  view.  It  must  be  said  of  these  decisions  that  they  were 
delivered  when  foreign  coins  were  legal  tenders,  and,  if  they 
are  to  be  followed,  should  not  be  extended,  but  confined  to 
cases  precisely  like  them.  The  great  changes  produced  by  legis- 
lation since  they  were  rendered,  and  those  resulting  from  the 
late  war,  in  values  of  our  currency  and  those  of  foreign  coin 
and  currency,  render  this  restriction  a  duty.  They  are  not 
justly  adapted  to  the  condition  of  existing  affairs.  The.  judg- 
ment should  be  afiSrmed. 

Judgment  aflirmed. 


Geobge  H.  Monboe  v.  Chables  Peck. 

The  plaintiff  purchased,  and  agreed  to  hold  for  thirty  days,  certain  stock,  on  an  < 
agreement  with  the  defendant  that  the  latter  should  bear  any  loss  on  the  trans- 
action, the  profits,  if  any,  to  be  divided  equally  between  them.  The  stock 
having  declined  in  price,  the  plaintiff,  after  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days, 
brought  action,  aUeging  a  loss  by  reason  of  the  decline.  Hdd,  that  no  loss 
could  be  said  to  have  been  incurred  by  the  plaintiff  until  the  actual  sale  of  the 
stock  by  him.  And  not  having  sold  the  stock,  he  could  not  recover,  as  his  loss 
on  the  transaction,  the  difference  between  the  price  of  the  stock  and  its  aelliog 
price  on  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days. 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine  Court  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  entered  on  a  verdict  directed  by  the  court. 

The  complaint  alleged,  "  that  on  or  about  the  31st  day  of 
May,  1866,  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  entered  into  an 
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agreement  that  the  plaintiff  should  buy  and  pay  for  one  hun- 
dred shares  of  stock,  '  commonly  called  Old  Southern/  and 
hold  the  same  for  thirty  days.  The  defendant  agreed,  in  con- 
sideration thereof,  to  allow  the  plaintiff  one-half  of  the  net 
profits,  if  any,  and  to  bear  all  the  loss,  if  any." 

The  complaint  averred,  "  that  the  plaintiff  had  performed 
the  said  agreement  on  his  part,  and  that  the  loss  amounted  to 
$346  at  the  termination  of  the  contract,"  for  which  sum  judg- 
ment was  demanded.  It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  stock 
had  not  been  sold  at  the  end  of  thirty  days,  nor  till  some  time 
afterwards;  but  evidence  of  the  price  it  then  brought  was  ruled 
out  by  the  court. 

It  also  appeared  that  the  plaintiff,  in  July,  1866,  had  ren- 
dered a  bill  for  the  loss,  as  being  the  difference  between  the 
purchase  price  on  May  30th,  and  the  market  value  thirty  days 
afterwards,  which  the  defendant  said  he  would  settle. 

After  the  close  of  the  testimony,  the  justice  directed  the 
jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  amount  claimed. 
From  the  judgment  thereupon  entered,  as  affirmed  by  the 
general  term  of  the  Marine  Court,  the  defendant  appealed  to 
this  court. 

Cephas  Brainerdy  for  appellant. 

J).  1£.  Porter^  for  respondent. 

Daly,  F.  J. — The  agreement,  as  proved  by  the  two  wit- 
nesses which  the  plaintiff  called,  and  by  the  defendant,  was, 
that  if  the  plaintiff  would  purchase  the  stock  and  hold  it  for 
thirty  days,  the  defendant,  in  the  language  of  the  plaintiff's 
ivitness  Gregory,  would  pay  all  loss^  and  divide  the  profits. 
The  plaintiff  adds,  ^^he  was  to  insm-e  me  against  loss  or 
dLedinef^  but  that  by  the  word  decline  he  meant  loss,  appears 
fi-om  the  previous  part  of  his  testimony,  in  which  he  says, 
**  he,"  the  defendant,  "  would  insure  me  against  loss,  to  pay  the 
difference  in  the  declinfe ;"  as  well  as  from  the  two  witnesses 
-whom  the  plaintiff  called,  and  who  heard  what  was  said. 
ISoWy  no  lo88  was,  or  could  be,  sustained  by  the  plaintiff,  until 
Vol.  ni.— 9 
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the  stock  was  actually  sold,  which  was  long  after  the  thirty 
days ;  and  what  that  loss  was  is  not  disclosed,  as  the  judge,  for 
what  reason  does  not  appear,  would  not  allow  the  defendant  to 
show  what  the  stock  was  finally  sold  for.  The  plaintiff  has 
recovered  upon  the  hypothesis  that  his  loss  was  the  market 
value  of  the  stock  at  the  expiration  of  the  thirty  days,  though 
he  did  not  sell  it  at  that  time,  nor  until  a  long  time  afterwards ; 
and  that,  by  not  selling  it  then,  but  holding  it,  he  was  to  be 
regarded  as  holding  it  after  the  thirty  days  at  his  own  future 
risk.  This  view  of  the  lights  of  the  parties  cannot,  in  my 
judgment,  be  sustained.  He  had  the  right  to  sell  it  when  the 
thirty  days  were  up,  and  close  the  transaction  ;  but  he  did  not 
do  so.  It  is  to  be  assumed  that  he  deferred  the  sale  of  it  in 
the  expectation  that  it  would  rise  beyond  what  was  paid  for  it; 
for  if  sold  at  the  end  of  thirty  days,  he  would  be  indemnified 
against  loss,  but  gain  nothing  by  the  transaction.  By  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  contract  by  the  defendant,  the  plaintiff 
would  have  everything  to  gain  and  nothing  to  lose,  unless  tde 
stock  went  below  the  market  price  of  it  at  the  expiration  of  the 
thirty  days.  If  the  defendant's  liability  was  fixed  by  the 
market  value  of  it  at  the  time,  and  it  should  afterwards  sell  for 
anything  beyond  that,  the  plaintiff  would  gain  the  whole  of  it. 
He  could  incur  no  risk,  except  by  its  further  depreciation ;  and 
that  risk  he  might  be  very  willing  to  run,  in  the  expectation 
that  it  would  rise,  with  the  advantage  of  having  the  exclusive 
benefit  of  that  rise.  The  more  just  construction  therefore  is, 
in  my  judgment,  to  hold  that  the  transaction  was  not  closed 
until  the  stock  was  sold  ;  that  no  loss  was  incurred  until  it  was 
actually  sold  ;  that  if  it  was,  at  the  time  of  sale,  sold  for  less 
than  it  could  have  been  sold  for  at  the  end  of  the  thirty  days, 
the  defendant  was  not  answerable  for  that  excess,  as  it  would 
have  arisen  from  the  plaintiff's  neglect  to  bring  the  transaction 
to  a  close  at  the  end  of  the  thirty  days ;  and  if  it  sold  for  more 
than  had  been  paid  for  it,  then  there  was  no  loss,  but  a  profit, 
which,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  was  to  be  equally  divided. 
If  the  plaintiff  desired  to  bring  the  traiftaction  to  a  close  at  the 
end  of  the  thirty  days,  he  should  have  sold  the  stock  at  once, 
or  else  notified  the   defendant   that   he  desired,  for  his,  the 
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plaiDtiff 's  benefit,  to  hold  it  longer,  in  expectation  of  a  rise ; 
and  if  the  defendant  assented,  he  would  be  regarded  as  taking 
the  risk  of  its  rising  or  falling  thereafter,  until  he  notified  the 
plaintiff  to  sell.  The  plaintiff  did  not  do  this.  Without  con- 
sulting the  defendant,  he  kept  the  transaction  open  ;  and  if,  as 
the  testimony  would  lead  me  to  infer,  the  stock  had  risen  when 
it  was  actually  sold,  so  as  to  involve  an  actual  loss  only  of  $160. 
iDstead  of  $346,  the  amount  for  which  judgment  was  given ; 
the  $150  was  the  amount  for  which  the  defendant  was  answer- 
able, as  the  ultimate  result  of  the  mercantile  adventure,  and  I 
therefore  think  that  the  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  revei-sed. 


John  Kenny  v.  Lewis  Planer  and  others. 

The  complaint  ayerred  ''the  unlawful,  forcible,  and  violent  taking  away"  of  the 
plaintifi's  sewing  machine,  for  which  damages  were  demanded.  The  defendant 
interposed  a  general  denial,  and  on  the  trial  of  the  action,  eyidence  of  an 
unlawful  entry  without  license  by  the  defendant,  was  admitted :  Held, 
error. 

A  sale  and  deUyery  of  goods  upon  a  written  agreement  that  the  purchaser  shall 
not  take  title  until  the  payment  by  him  of  the  purchase  price,  passes  no  title 
until  the  condition  is  performed,  and  the  seller,  if  not  guilty  of  laches,  may 
reclaim  the  goods  even  from  a  third  party  who  has  bought  them  from  the  pur- 
chaser in  good  faith  and  without  notice.  A  party  may  resort  to  eyery  possible 
means,  short  of  a  breach  of  the  peace,  for  the  recaption  of  his  property. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the  general 
term  of  the  Marine  Court,  affirming  a  judgment  of  that  court 
entered  on  a  verdict. 

The  complaint  in  the  action  alleged,  "that  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1867,  at  No.  155  Eldridge  street,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  the  defendants  unlawfully,  forcibly,  and  violently,  took 
from  the  possession  of  the  plaintiff,  and  carried  away,  a  certain 
sewing  machine,  the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  and  familiarly 
known  as  a  Planer  and  Braunsdorf  machine,  of  the  value  of 
$85;  and  that  in  consequence  thereof  the  said  plaintiff  has 
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sufFered  damages  to  the  amount  of  $250."    The  answer  was  a 
general  denial. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  defendants,  who  were  the 
manufacturers  of  the  machine,  had  sold  it  to  one  Moore,  re- 
ceiving therefor  $30  in  cash,  Moore  agreeing  to  pay  the 
balance  or  $55  in  monthly  installments,  and  that  in  default  of 
the  payment  of  said  installments,  or  in  case  of  the  removal  of 
the  machine  from  Moore's  house,  the  defendants  could  take  it, 
they  retaining  the  ownership  until  the  whole  price  should  have 
been  paid  by  Moore.  Moore  sold  the  machine  to  the  plaintiff 
for  $39,  after  having  failed  to  pay  any  of  the  installments  due 
the  defendants  therefor,  and  after  demand  for  the  payment 
thereof  had  been  made,  the  defendants  followed  the  machine  to 
the  plaintiff's  house,  and  removed  it,  and  the  plaintiff  brought 
this  action  for  the  damage  alleged  to  have  accrued  by  such 
taking. 

The  case  was  tried  before  a  jury,  who  rendered  a  verdict 
for  $250,  and  from  the  judgment  entered  thereon,  as  aflSrmed 
by  the  general  term  of  the  Marine  Court,  the  defendants,  appeal 
to  this  court. 

The  charge  of  the  court  below,  and  the  exceptions,  are  suffi- 
ciently  set  forth  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

A.  C.  Morris  J  for  appellant. 

John  JR.  Do8  Pa8808^  for  respondents. 

By  the  Codbt. — Barrett,  J. — ^The  precise  issues  involved 
in  this  action  seem  to  have  been  lost  sight  of  upon  the  trial, 
and  the  result  was  a  somewhat  confused  presentation  of  the  case 
to  the  jury.  The  complaint  simply  avers  the  unlawful,  forcible, 
and  violent  taking  and  carrying  away  of  a  sewing  machine,  to 
which  the  defendants  interposed  a  general  denial.  The  action, 
however,  was  tried,  and  the  damages  recovered,  in  part,  as  for 
an  unlawful  entry  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises,  the  rights  of 
the  parties  with  respect  to  the  sewing  machine  being  incident- 
ally considered  and  undoubtedly  forming  one  of  the  elements 
whicli  led  to  the  result.    This  was  of  itself  erroneous.    The 
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qaeetion  of  an  entry  upon  the  plaintiff's  premises  without 
license  was  not  within  the  issues,  and  should  have  been  ex- 
dnded  from  the  consideration  of  the  jury.  With  respect  to 
what  was  issuable,  that  is,  the  alleged  unlawful  taking  and 
carrying  away  of  the  machiue,  the  defendants,  even  upon  the 
plaintiff's  own  showing,  were  in  the  right,  and  a  verdict  in 
their  favor  should  have  been  directed.  At  all  events,  if  the 
printed  record  before  us  be  an  accurate  transcript  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, as  we  are  bound  to  assume,  the  case  was  not  put  to 
the  jury  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  them  an  adequate  con- 
ception of  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and  some  of  the  specific 
exceptions  were,  I  think,  well  taken.  It  seems  to  have  been 
twice  assumed,  and  justly,  that  the  plaintiff  had  acquired  no 
title,  but  that  the  machine  continued  to  be  the  property  of  the 
defendants.  The  jury  were  in  fact  instructed,  in  estimating 
the  damages,  to  banish  from  their  minds  the  value  of  the  ma- 
chine, "because,"  as  was  remarked,  "the  machine  itself 
beloDged  to  the  defendants;"  and  again,  it  was  toid,  "you 
must  carefully  exclude  the  value  of  the  machine,  which  is 
under  the  law  the  property  of  the  defendants."  Yet  we  subse- 
quently find  a  refusal  to  charge  that  the  plaintiff  had  acquired 
no  title  to  the  machine  in  question,  and  previously  the  follow- 
ing language  was  used :  "  If  the  jury  should  find  from  the  evi- 
dence that  before  Moore  parted  with  the  machine  to  Kenny, 
the  defendants  had  neglected  to  make  demands  upon  Moore, 
or  that  the  time  had  passed  by,  and  they  consented,  after  the 
default  had  been  made,  that  Moore  should  hold  possession,  then 
as  against  a  hand  jide  purchaser  of  the  machine  from  Moore 
after  that  date,  these  defendants  have  no  redress."  This  was 
not  only  in  my  judgment  erroneous  as  a  distinct  proposition,  as 
will  be  presently  considered,  but  it  was  entirely  inconsistent 
with  those  other  parts  of  the  charge  to  which  1  have  adverted. 
Besides,  these  inconsistencies  must  have  confused,  and  may 
have  misled  the  jury  with  respect  to  the  right  of  ownership, 
and  it  was  of  importance  that  that  matter  should  have  been 
clearly  understood  from  the  fact  that  the  assessment  of  dam- 
ages was  evidently  influenced  by  their  view  of  the  right  of  the 
case  upon  that  head.    As,  for  instance,  the  outrage  of  the  de- 
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fendants,  forcibly  taking  and  carrying  away  the  plaintiff's 
property,  would  naturally  call  forth  a  greater  indignation  and 
consequent  award  of  punishment  then  the  outrage  of  violently 
taking  and  carrying  away  their  own.  Here  the  plaintiff  paid 
$39  for  the  machine,  and  the  award  of  damages  for  the  alleged 
trespass  was  $260.  Thus  the  plaintiff  was  the  gainer  by  the- 
instruction  to  disregard  the  value ;  and  it  is  fair  to  assume  that 
if  the  jury  had  been  told  with  precision  that  the  defendants 
were  but  seeking  their  own,  the  damages  would  scarcely  have 
been  so  greatly  disproportioned  to  such  value.  The  specific 
objection  to  the  remarks  which  I  have  quoted,  was  two-fold. 
The  first  branch  of  the  proposition  treated  the  demand  as  an 
open  question  of  fact.  But  the  demand  was  proved  without  dis- 
pute, as,  indeed,  was  stated  in  the  following  sentence ;  yet  the 
witnesses'  credibility,  and  as  a  sequence,  the  fact  testified  to  was 
left  to  be  determined  by  the  jury.  The  witness  was  neither  con- 
tradicted nor  impeached,  and  the  jury  could  not  capriciously 
disregard  such  testimony.  If  instructed  upon  the  point  at  all, 
it  should,  therefore,  have  been  that  the  fact  of  a  demand  was 
established.  The  other  branch  of  the  proposition  treats  the- 
indulgence  extended  to  Moore  as  in  the  nature  of  a  waiver  of  a 
condition.  But  the  case  was  very  different  from  that  of  an 
ordinary  conditional  sale,  where  the  vendor's  retention  of  his^ 
title  is  inferred  from  circumstances.  Here  there  was  a  distinct 
contract  in  writing  and  und^r  seal,  wherein  it  is  covenanted 
that  neither  the  defendants  part  with  nor  does  Moore  acquire 
any  title  to  the  machine  until  the  price  is  fully  paid,  thus  in 
effect  providing  for  the  very  contingency  of  such  indulgence. 
The  next  exception  was  also  well  taken.  It  was  to  so  much  of 
the  charge  as  held  that  if  the  defendants  or  their  agents  took 
their  property  without  the  assent  of  the  plaintiff*  or  his  wife, 
they  were  guilty  of  a  trespass.  The  language  is  "  their  "  prop- 
erty ;  that  is,  the  defendants'  own.  This  then  goes  to  the  extent 
of  holding  that  a  party  has  no  right  to  take  his  property  from 
the  possession  of  one  who  unlawfully  retains  it,  without  the 
latter's  consent.  The  rule,  I  take  it,  permits  a  party  to  resort 
to  every  possible  means  for  the  recaption  of  his  property  short 
of  a  breach  of  the  peace  {Hyatt  v.  Wood,  4  Johns.  167 ;  Spen- 
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cer  V.  McOowen^  13  Wend.  256).  A  reversal  follows.  Even 
were  we  to  overlook  the  nature  of  the  action  as  pleaded,  lyid 
treat  the  case  from  the  standpoint  of  the  evidence  admitted 
without  objection,  upon  the  subject  of  the  alleged  unlawful 
entry,  still  the  judgment  could  not  be  upheld.  For  the  verdict 
was  based  not  only  upon  the  facts  thus  adduced,  but  upon 
those  relating  to  the  ownership  of  the  machine  and  the  trespass 
claimed  to  have  been  committed  in  its  removial,  upon  which 
latter  bead  the  charge  was  erroneous.  The  rights  of  the  par- 
ties, in  case  of  a  new  trial,  may  be  briefly  pointed  out.  The 
defendants,  under  their  contract,  retained  the  title  to  the 
machine,  and  had  a  perfect  right  to  retake  it  peaceably,  that  is, 
without  breaking  the  peace.  Mere  rudeness,  boisterous  lan- 
guage, or  cunning,  which  is  all  that  is  charged  here,  while 
properly  matter  in  aggravation  of  damages,  where  the  party  in 
possession  is  the  true  owner,  would  not  of  themselves  amount 
to  a  trespass,  when  used  by  the  rightful  owner,  seeking  his 
own.  But  the  defendants  would  have  no  right  to  enter  the 
plaintiff's  premises,  without  a  license,  even  to  remove  their 
own  property  (Blake  v.  Jerome^  14  Johns.  406 ;  Newhi/rk  v. 
Sailer,  9  Barb.  662).  The  latter  is  the  question,  and  re^y 
the  only  question  upon  the  facts  before  us,  to  be  submitted  to  a 
jury,  and  that  upon  a  proper  complaint  charging  such  unlaw- 
ful entry.     The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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James  Dakt  and  othebs  v.  Walker  Aim  McKinley. 

The  plaintiff  and  the  defendants  purchased  jointly  certain  real  estate,  which  they 
snhseqnently  conveyed  to  a  petroleum  compauy,  receiying  in  payment  shares 
of  the  company's  stock,  which  were  distributed  among  the  parties  proportion- 
ately to  their  several  interests  in  the  land :  Held,  that  there  was  not  such  a 
mutuality  of  interest  between  the  parties,  as  to  make  applicable  the  rule  which 
precludes  one  partner  from  suing  another,  and  therefore,  that  the  plaintifis 
could  muntain  an  action  against  the  defendants  to  recover  damages  for  fraud 
practiced  on  them  in  the  purchase  of  the  land. 

In  an  action  for  firaud  and  deceit,  consummated  by  the  cooperation  of  two  or  more, 
the  acts,  statements,  or  declarations  of  the  confederates,  or  of  any  one  of  them, 
are  admissible  in  evidence,  when  they  form  part  of  the  re«  ffe^ta, — ^that  is,  when 
they  were  made  or  done  during  the  pendency  of  the  criminal  enterprise,  and  in 
furtherance  of  its  object;  but  if  made  afterwards,  and  are  in  effect  simply  an 
account  of  a  past  transaction,  they  are  not  admissible :  ffdd,  however,  that  the 
admission  of  one  of  the  confederates,  though  made  after  the  consummation  of 
the  fraud,  is  admissible  as  against  himself,  and  is  sufficient  to  charge  him. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  entered  on  the 
report  of  a  referee. 

The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Eldridge  <&  Johnson,  for  appellants. 

Sta/rr  cfe  Buggies,  for  respondents. 

By  the  Cotibt. — Daly,  F.  J. — This  case  will  have  to  go 
back  to  the  referee.  It  is  claimed  on  the  part  of  the  appel- 
lants, that  the  only  evidence  of  what  the  property  actually  cost 
was  the  statement  which  Bobbins  made  to  one  of  the  plainti&, 
after  the  fraud  had  been  consummated,  and  when  his  relations 
to  the  defendants  as  agent  had  ceased,  and  what  occurred  at 
the  interview  between  Dart  and  Walker,  in  which  Dart  de- 
clared that  he  had  discovered  that  only  $36,000  had  been  paid 
for  the  property,  a  fact  which  Walker  may  be  regarded  as 
virtually  admitting.  If  there  was  ony  other  evidence  of  this 
fact,  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  has  not  called  our  attention  to  it, 
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and  in  our  own  inspectioa  of  this  voluminous  case,  we  have 
been  unable  to  find  any. 

The  action  was  for  fraud  and  deceit,  consummated  by  the 
cooperation  of  the  defendants,  and  by  Eobbins,  who  acted  in 
the  transaction  as  their  agent.  In  such  an  action,  the  admis- 
sion of  the  defendant  Walker,  after  the  consummation  of  the 
fraud,  would  be  sufficient  to  charge  him  ;  but  not  the  defendant 
McKinney.  The  acts,  statements,  or  declaration  of  the  con- 
federates, or  of  any  one  of  them,  are  admissible,  when  they  form 
part  of  the  rea  gestoB;  that  is,  when  they  were  made  or  done 
daring  the  pendency  of  the  criminal  enterprise,  and  in  further- 
ance of  its  objects ;  but  if  made  afterwards,  and  are  in  effect 
simply  an  account  of  a  past  occurrence,  they  are  not  admis- 
sible (1  Greenleaf 's  Evidence,  §  111).  Whether  Eobbins  is  to 
be  regarded  as  the  defendants'  agent,  or  a  confederate,  or  both, 
declarations  could  not  be  given  in  evidence  made  by  him  some 
time  after  the  fraud  was  consummated,  and  aft^r  his  agency  in 
the  matter  must  be  regarded  as  having  terminated. 

This  was  a  material  fact,  and  could  not  be  established  as 
against  McKinney  by  showing  the  admissions  or  statements  of 
Walker  or  Eobbins  after  the  fraud  had  been  consummated, 
and  the  relations  of  the  latter  as  an  agent  were  at  an  end. 

We  regret  that  this  case  will  have  to  be  sent  back  for  this 
error,  as  otherwise  we  should  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming 
the  judgment.  The  facts  set  up  in  the  complaint  were  suffi- 
cient to  entitle  the  plaintiffs  to  recover ;  w  if  it  was  defective 
in  not  averring  that  Eobbins  cooperated  with  the  defendant  in 
the  fraud,  we  could  amend  the  complaint,  in  furtherance  of 
justice,  by  conforming  the  pleading  to  the  proof  The  findings 
of  the  referee  upon  the  questions  of  fact,  the  testimony  being 
conflicting,  would  be  conclusive  and  sufficient  to  establish  the 
agency  of  Eobbins,  or  his  cooperation  with  the  defendants  in  the 
fraud,  and  assuming  that  the  land  cost  but  $36,000,  the  case  is 
a  very  plain  and  palpable  one  of  fraud ;  in  which  the  plaintiffs 
would  be  entitled  to  recover  from  the  defendants  what  would 
be  sufficient  to  indemnify  them  for  the  injury  they  have  sus- 
tained. As  the  leases  and  deeds  were  transferred  to  the  com- 
panies, there  was  nothing  for  the  plaintiffs  to  return  to  the 
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defendants  ;  and  if,  as  the  referee  has  found,  the  stock  of  these 
companies  has  no  market  value,  nor  the  conveyances,  no  petro- 
leum having  been  found  upon  the  land,  then  the  amount  which 
the  referee  has  found  would  be  no  xnore  than  suflScient  for  the 
plaintiffs'  indemnity. 

The  transaction  is  not  what  is  commonly  understood  as  a 
partnership.  It  was  a  joint  purchase  of  property,  made  for 
the  purpose  of  transferring  it  to  a  company  or  incorporation,  or- 
ganized for  the  production  and  sale  of  petroleum.  When  the  land 
was  conveyed  to  the  company,  the  joint  interest  of  the  plaintiffe 
and  the  defendants  in  it  was  at  an  end.  It  became  the  prop- 
erty of  the  incorporation,  and  the  relations  of  the  parties 
changed  into  that  of  stockholders,  in  which  there  was  no 
mutuality  of  interest,  each  having  his  own  shares  separately. 
The  rule,  therefore,  which  precludes  one  partner  from  bringing 
an  action  against  another  has  no  application  to  such  a  case, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  it  to  prevent  the  plaintiffs  from  bring- 
ing an  action  against  the  defendants  to  recover  damages  for  the 
fraud  that  has  been  practiced  upon  them. 

Nor  does  the  fact  that  the  property  was  transferred  to  the 
company  for  a  greater  sum  than  the  plaintiffs  had  paid  for  it 
prevent  the  plaintiffs  from  bringing  this  action.  They  were 
under  no  obligation  to  transfer  or  sell  it  to  the  company  for  the 
sum  which  they  had  paid  for  it ;  and  it  is  a  very  different  case 
from  a  party  prosecuting  for  the  violation  of  a  trade  mark, 
when  the  trade  mark  is  itself  a  fraud,  to  which  the  appellant 
has  called  our  attention. 

The  judgment  must  be  reversed  and  the  report  set  aside, 
unless  the  plaintiffs  elect  in  writing,  in  twenty  days,  to  take 
a  judgment  against  Walker  alone,  in  which  case  the  judgment 
is  affirmed  as  against  him. 

Judgment  accordingly. 
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Chauncey   D.   Spaids  v.   The  New  York  Mail  Steamship 

Company. 

A  capture,  by  public  enemies,  of  the  property  entrusted  to  a  common  carrier,  re- 
leases him  from  all  further  obligation  respecting  it,  for  that  act  puts  it  out  of 
his  power  to  do  what  he  engaged  to  do. 

But  where  it  appears,  in  an  action  for  loss  of  baggage,  that  the  enemy  limited  his 
capture  to  the  vessel,  and  expressly  permitted  the  passengers  to  take  with  them 
their  baggage,  and  the  captain  of  tiie  captured  ship  took  charge  of,  and  under- 
took to  transfer  the  passengers'  baggage  to  a  schooner  provided  by  the  enemy, 
to  bring  the  passengers  and  their  effects  to  port»  and  that  the  baggage  was  not 
brought  on  board  the  schooner,  but  was  lost :  Held,  that  it  was  no  capture  of 
the  baggage,  and  that  the  carrier's  liability  continued. 

ffdd  further,  that  the  fact  that  the  defendants  were  neither  the  owners  nor  the 
charterers  of  the  captured  vessel,  but  had  merely  placed  her  on  their  line  tem- 
porarily, charging  and  receiving  a  commission  as  agents  on  the  freight  and 
passage  money,  did  not  affect  the  question  of  their  liability  in  such  case. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine 
Court  in  an  action  tried  without  a  jury. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  value  of  plaintiff's 
baggage^  on  board  the  "  Electric  Spark,'^  at  the  time  of  her 
capture  by  the  Confederate  cruiser  "  Florida." 

The  plaintiff,  in  July,  1864,  engaged  passage  from  the  de- 
fendants from  New  York  to  New  Orleans  by  the  steamer 
"  Electric  Spark."  This  vessel  did  not  belong  to  the  defend- 
ants, but  was  placed  by  them  on  their  line  to  take  the  place  of 
one  of  their  own  vessels  temporarily  disabled,  they  charging  a 
commission  as  agents  for  her  on  the  freight  and  passage 
money. 

The  "  Electric  Spark,"  with  the  plaintiff  and  his  baggage  on 
board,  left  New  York  on  the  ninth  day  of  July  1864 ;  on  the 
tenth  or  eleventh  of  July  the  vessel  was  overhauled  and  cap- 
tured by  the  armed  steamer,  called  the  "  Florida,"  a  cruiser 
sailing  under  the  flag  and  claiming  to  be  commissioned  as  a 
ship  of  war  by  the  chiefs  of  the  rebellion  against  the  United 
States'  authority,  then  in  progress. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140  COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Spaidfl  Y.  The  New  York  Mail  Steamship  Compaoy. 

The  officer  in  command  of  the  "  Florida "  immediately 
npon  taking  possession  of  the  "  Electric  Spark,"  informed  the 
captain  of  the  latter  vessel  that  the  personal  effects  of  the  pas- 
sengers would  not  be  interfered  witli,  but  might  be  taken  on 
board  of  a  schooner,  which  the  "  Florida  "  took  possession  of 
and  chartered  for  the  conveyance  of  the  passengers  and  baggage 
from  the  "  Electric  Spark." 

The  baggage  was  all  collected  on  the  deck  of  the  "  Electric 
Spark,"  near  the  gangway.  The  plaintiff  brought  up  his  own 
and  his  wife's  trunks,  and  pointing  them  out  to  the  captain, 
expressed  a  wish  to  take  them  with  him.  The  captain  said 
this  could  not  be  permitted,  as  the  passengers  must  go  first, 
and  the  baggage  afterwards,  and  that  he  (the  captain)  would 
be  responsible  for  it.  All  the  baggage,  except  that  of  the 
plaintiff  and  his  wife,  was  safely  transferred  to  the  schooner, 
and  subsequently  delivered  to  the  owners.  The  plaintiff's  was 
not.  There  was  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  officers  or  crew 
of  the  "  Florida  "  interfered  to  prevent  the  safe  transfer  of  the 
baggage,  nor  was  its  loss  in  any  way  accounted  for  by  the  de- 
fendants. The  justice,  before  whom  the  action  was  tried,  gave 
judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  from  which  judgment,  as  affirmed 
by  the  general  term  of  the  Marine  Court,  the  defendants  ap- 
,  pealed  to  this  court. 

Brovm^  HaU  dh  Vanderpoel^  for  appellants. 

I.  The  voyage  of  the  "  Electric  Spark,"  and  the  contract  to 
<5arry  the  plaintiff,  terminated  with  the  capture.  By  capture 
all  contracts  and  all  liens  are  determined.  The  carrier  is,  by 
the  capture,  deprived  of  the  means  which,  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  both  parties,  were  to  enable  him  to  perform  his  contract. 
The  contract  is,  therefore,  extinguished  by  the  common  mis- 
fortune, and  it  has  therefore  been  adjudged  that  the  voyage 
terminates  with  the  capture  by  a  hostile power^  and  the  contract 
is  dissolved.  The  tliram,  3  C.  Eob.  Ad.  E.  180 ;  3  Kent. 
Com.  349  ;  Palmer  v.  LoriUa/rd^  16  Johns.  348  ;  The  Friends^ 
4  C.  Rob.  144 ;  Lemon  v.  Walker^  9  Mass.  404 ;  Arfridson  v. 
Ladd,  12  Mass.  173. 
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II.  It  is  well  settled  that  a  lawful  capture  transfers  the 
property  captured  to  the  captors,  as  between  the  belligerents, 
immediately  upon  the  capture.  Miller  v.  The  Resolution^  2 
Dallas,  1,  2,  4 ;  McDoriough  v.  Dannery^  3  Dallas,  188, 198 ; 
The  Adventure^  8  Cranch,  226.  And,  in  order  to  complete 
the  capture,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  prize  should  be  carried 
within  the  territory  of  the  captors,  and  there  condemned. 
Moxon  V.  The  Fanny ^  2  Pet.  Adm.  309.  The  appellants  were 
merely  agents,  having  no  interest  in  the  "  Electric  Spark.'* 
This  action,  if  it  could  be  maintained  against  any  party,  could 
only  lie  as  against  the  owners. 

LefixAs  S,  Thomas  &  Samuel  J.  Glassey^  for  respondents. 

The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  carrier,  who  must  show 
firsty  that  the  particvla/r  loss  complained  of  was  caused  by  the 
"  act  of  God  or  the  public  enemy ; "  second^  that  he  was  entirely 
free  from  blame — L  «.,  that  he  neither  contributed,  by  any  fault 
or  negligence,  to  the  occasion  of  the  loss  or  injury,  nor  failed 
to  make  all  possible  exertions  to  prevent  or  lessen  the  injury. 
McArthuT  V.  8ea/rs^  21  Wend.  190 ;  Bead  v.  Spavlding^  5  Bosw. 
395 ;  mchads  v.  N.  Y.  Cmtrdl  E.  R.  Co.,  30  N.  Y.  564.  That 
"  the  relation  of  the  seaman  to  the  ship  ceases  on  the  capture,  and 
their  duty  as  such  to  it  ceases,"  is  not  held  in  any  of  the  cases 
cited  by  defendants,  and  the  contrary  is  expressly  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case  of  the  Eleanor y 
2  Wheaton  B.  243.  To  constitute  a  valid  capture,  some  act 
should  be  done  indicative  of  an  intention  to  seize  and  retain  as 
prize.  The  Orotius,  9  Cranch.  368.  After  capture,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  carrier  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  save  the  goods 
from  condemnation  in  a  Prize  Court  {Cheviot  v.  Brooks,  1  Johns. 
364). 

By  the  Coubt. — Dalt,  F.  J. — The  finding  of  the  justice  is 
conclusive  in  respect  to  every  matter  of  fact  upon  which  the 
testimony  was  conflicting,  and,  applying  this  rule  in  every  part 
of  the  case  where  there  was  any  conflict,  we  must  assume 
that  he  found  the  following  to  be  facts :  The  order  given  by 
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the  commander  of  the  Confederate  privateer  the  "  Florida," 
was  that  the  propeller  the  "  Electric  Spark  "  was  to  be  con- 
.sidered  as  the  prize  of  the  "  Florida ; "  bnt  that  the  personal 
effects  of  the  passengers  would  be  respected,  and  might  be 
taken  with  them  upon  their  leaving  the  propeller,  for  all  the 
<5aptors  wanted,  as  declared  by  the  lieutenant  of  the  privateer, 
was  the  vessel  and  her  cargo.     A  schooner  was  provided  by 
4;he  captors  for  the  transportation  of  the  passengers  and  their 
'baggage  to  a  port  in  the  United  States,  and  their  transfer  to 
this  schooner  was  carried  on  with  the  captors'  consent,  ex- 
clusively under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  captain  of  the 
*'  Electric  Spark."     He  told  his  passengers  that  he  wanted  all 
of  them  to  go  on  board  the  schooner ;  that  he  would  take  care 
of  their  baggage ;  that  he  would  see  that  it  was  brought  on 
board  of  that  vessel,  and  the  passengers  did  as  he  directed  them 
'to  do.     When  nearly  all  of  them  had  left  in  the  boats  for  the 
6chooner,  the  captain  asked  the  plaintiff  why  he  did  not  go, 
and  the  plaintiff  said  he  would  rather  wait  and  go  with  his 
baggage  ;  but  the  captain  told  him  he  must  go  in  the  boat  that 
was  alongside,  and  that  he  would  see  that  the  plaintiff's  bag- 
gage was  brought  safely  on  board  the  schooner.     The  plaintiff 
asked  him  if  he  knew  the  baggage,  and  upon  the  captain's  an- 
swering that  he  did,  the  plaintiff  said  to  him,  "  This  is  it," 
placing,  at  the  same  time,  his  hand  upon  his  trunk  and  valise, 
which  were  together  upon  the  deck,  and  saying,  "  Will  you 
positively  see  that  it  comes  safely  on  board  ? "  and  the  reply  of 
the  captain  was  that  he  would,  upon  which  the  plaintiff  left  in 
the  boat  for  the  schooner.      No  one  but  the  captain  of  tlie 
"  Electric  Spark  "  gave  any  direction  in  relation  to  the  trans- 
fer of  the  passengers  and  their  baggage.     There  was  no  Con- 
federate officer  at  the  gangway  during  the  embarkation,  nor 
did  any  one  connected  with  the  privateer  give  any  direction 
except  that   the  mails  were  to  be  retained,  and,  to  prevent 
their  being  taken  away,  a  coxswain  of  the  privateer  was  sta- 
tioned at  the  gangway.     The  captain  was  under  the  influence 
of  liquor.     In  the  language  of  a  witness,  he  was  inflated  and 
Tcry  boisterous,  drinking  from  the  time  of  the  capture  until 
the  plaintiff  left,  a  great  deal  more  than  the  witness  thought 
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"one  maD  could  carry."  The  plaintiff's  baggage  was  not  brought 
on  board  of  the  schooner.  When  the  captain  came  on  board 
of  her,  the  plaintiff  informed  him  of  the  fact,  and  he  went  back 
with  the  plaintiff  to  the  propeller,  and  to  the  privateer,  and 
searched  for  the  baggage.  It  could  not  be  found.  The 
plaintiff,  the  captain,  and  the  other  passengers  then  returned 
in  the  schooner  to  New  York. 

•It  is  a  well  settled  rule  that  a  capture  by  public  enemies  of 
the  property  entrusted  to  the  carrier  releases  him  from  all  fur- 
ther obligation  respecting  it,  for  that  act  puts  it  out  of  his 
power  to  do  what  he  engaged  to  do,  and,  being  an  act  entirely 
beyond  his  control,  he  is  not  answerable  for  the  consequences 
growing  out  of  it.  But  in  this  case  the  act  was  limited  to  the 
capture  of  the  vessel  and  her  cargo.  There  was  no  capture  of 
the  baggage  of  the  passengers,  nor  any  intention  to  capture  it, 
and  there  must  be  a  manifest  intention  to  seize  and  retain  as 
prize,  to  constitute  a  capture  (Halleck  on  the  Laws  of  War,  c. 
XXX,  §  1).  Such  being  the  fact,  and  the  captors  having  fur- 
nished means  for  the  transportation  of  the  passengers  and  their 
baggage  to  the  United  States,  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  cap- 
tain, in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  to  do  what  he  could,  under 
the  circumstances,  for  their  safe  return  and  for  the  preservation 
of  the  property  they  were  permitted  to  take  with  them.  The 
voyage  was  broken  up,  but  that  did  not  necessarily  terminate 
the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  his  passengers,  while  anything 
remained  to  be  done,  which  he  was  permitted  to  do,  for  their 
securhy  and  safety.  It  was  held,  in  Ch&oiot  v.  Brooks  (1 
Johns.  R.  364),  that  the  duty  of  the  master,  in  respect  to  the 
protection  of  the  property,  did  not  cease  with  the  capture,  and 
that  it  was  obligatory  upon  him  to  rescue  it  from  condemnation, 
by  interposing  for  the  protection  of  the  property ;  and  in  con- 
sonance with  the  same  principle,  it  is  the  law,  that  where  a  ves- 
sel is  stranded  by  the  perils  of  the  sea,  the  obligations  of  the 
master  and  owners  do  not  terminate  with  the  catastrophe,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  that  they  are  bound  to  make  proper  exertions 
for  the  saving  and  preservation  of  the  cargo  ;  for  its  transship- 
ment, if  practicable,  to  the  place  of  destination,  and,  if  not,  for 
its  safe  deposit  and  return  to  the  owner,  as  far  as  it  can  be  done 
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{Favlkner  v.  WrigU,  1  Kice,  S.  C.  107 ;  TreadweU  v.  The  Union 
Ins,  Co.,  6  Cow.  270 ;  Schieffelin  v.  The  Neay  Tork  Ins.  Co.,  9 
Johns.  21 ;  Angel  on  Carriers,  §  187).  "What  may  be  done,'^ 
says  Woodworth,  J.,  in  the  second  case  above  cited,  "ought  to 
be  done ; "  and  if  loss  or  injury  arises  from  a  neglect  to  do  it, 
the  master  and  owners  are  responsible. 

This  is  not  only  the  law,  but  the  master,  in  this  case,  under- 
stood it  to  be  his  duty  to  see  that  his  passengers  and  their  bag- 
gage was  safely  transferred  from  the  captured  propeller  to  the 
schooner.  He  assiuned  entire  control  of  the  matter,  and  was 
allowed  by  the  captors  to  do  so.  A  Confederate  officer  said  re- 
peatedly to  the  passengers,  "  Take  all  your  baggage."  When 
the  plaintiff  had  the  conversation  with  the  master,  above  de- 
tailed, a  Confederate  officer  was  standing  by,  but  he  did  not  in- 
terfere or  assume  to  give  any  direction.  The  master  was  at  fiiU 
liberty  to  discharge  the  duties  which  were  incumbent  upon  him 
under  the  circumstances,  and  for  that  purpose  he  was  left  to  the 
free  exercise  of  his  authority.  He  exercised  his  authority  by 
telling  the  passengers  what  they  must  do,  and  they  obeyed  his 
orders.  He  prevented  the  plaintiff  from  taking  his  baggage 
with  him,  directing  him  to  go  in  a  boat  without  it,  having 
ordered,  very  properly  no  doubt — for  there  was  a  heavy  sea  at 
the  time — ^that  the  passengers  should  go  first  in  the  boats  to  the 
schooner,  and  that  the  baggage  should  be  brought  to  her  after- 
wards under  his  superintendence.  But  for  this  exercise  of  his 
authority,  and  the  entire  control  which  he  assumed  in  the  mat- 
ter, the  plaintiff  would  have  waited  and  taken  charge  of  his 
baggage  himself.  He  stood  by  his  truuk  and  valise  for  more 
than  an  hour,  and  objected  to  going  without  his  baggage,  bat 
the  captain  told  him  that  he  must  go  in  the  boat  that  was  then 
alongside,  and  he  obeyed.  It  was  his  duty  to  do  so.  The  sea 
was  running  so  heavily  at  the  time  that  the  passengers  had  to 
be  assisted  in  getting  out  of  the  boats  into  the  schooner,  and  it 
was  not  for  him,  but  for  the  captain,  to  detertnine  how  the  pas- 
sengers and  baggage  should  be  transferred  from  one  vessel  to 
another.  "  The  master  of  a  ship,"  says  Angel,  "  is  an  officer  to 
whom  great  power,  momentous  interests,  and  enlarged  discre- 
tion' are  necessarily  confided,  and  the  situations  of  unforeseen 
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emergency  in  which  he  may  be  compelled  to  exert  himself  for 
the  preservation  of  the  life  and  property  with  which  he  is  en- 
trofited  on  the  voyage,  render  it  necessary  that  he  should  be 
invested  with  large,  and,  for  the  time,  unfettered  authority,  and 
obedience  to  this  authority,  in  all  matters  within  its  scope,  is  a 
duty  expected  from  every  passenger  "  (Angell  on  Carriers,  §  621). 
But  it  has  been  urged  here  tbat  the  captain's  authority  and 
duty  were  at  end  when  the  vessel  was  captured,  and  that  what 
he  assumed  to  do  afterwards,  in  the  transfer  of  the  baggage  from 
one  vessel  to  another,  was  simply  as  a  voluntary  bailee,  and  not 
as  the  agent  or  representative  of  tbe  owners,  in  his  official  char- 
acter as  master.  This  view  cannot  be  maintained.  All  further 
obligation  and  duty,  on  the  part  of  a  carrier  of  passengers  upon 
the  high  seas,  is  at  an  end  when  the  peril  encountered  is  of  so 
overwhelming  a  nature  as  to  put  it  beyond  his  power  to  do 
anything  further  for  their  carriage,  or  for  their  security  and 
safety,  or  for  the  preservation  of  their  property.  But  such  was 
not  the  case  here.  It  was  in  the  power  of  those  in  the  hostile 
cruiser  to  have  taken  all  the  property  of  the  passengers  and  to 
have  made  prisoners  of  them ;  but  they  did  not  do  so.  They 
not  only  left  them  at  liberty,  but  procured  and  paid  for  a  vessel 
to  bring  them  back  to  New  York,  and  allowed  them  to  take 
their  effects  with  them.  What  then  remained  to  be  done  was 
to  transfer  them,  with  their  effects,  from  the  captured  vessel  to 
the  schooner,  an  act  to  be  done  upon  the  ocean,  whilst  a  heavy 
sea  was  running,  and  which  necessarily  involved  the  exercise  of 
care  and  skill,  that  they  might  be  safely  transferred,  with  their 
effects,  from  one  vessel  to  the  other.  By  whom  was  it  to  be 
done?  The  captors  simply  provided  a  vessel  to  receive  them, 
and  allowed  them  to  take  their  property  with  them.  Were  they 
to  be  left  to  get  on  board  the  schooner  in  the  best  way  that  they 
could,  or  was  it  not  the  plain  duty  of  the  master  to  give  them 
all  the  aid  which  his  knowledge  and  experience  would  enable 
him  to  afford  and  which  it  was  in  his  power  to  render?  This  is 
to  be  implied  from  the  nature  of  the  contract.  A  carrier  of 
passengers  by  land  or  water  is  bound  to  the  observance  of  the 
utmost  care  for  the  safety  of  the  passengers.  Not  ordinary,  but 
extraordinary  care.  He  does  not  warrant  their  safety,  but  un- 
Vol.  III.— 10 
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dertakes,  as  far  as  human  care  and  foresight  will  go,  to  provide 
for  it  {Christie  v.  Oreggs^  2  Camp.  80 ;  Stokes  v.  SalUmstaU^  13 
Peters'  U.  S.  K.  181 ;  IngaUa  v.  BiUs,  9  Met.  R.  1).  The  help' 
less  state  in  which  passengers  are,  says  Angell,  has  induced  the 
courts  to  bind  the  contract  locatio  operis^  much  tighter  than 
could  be  insisted  upon,  under  the  ordinary  principles  of  the 
contract  (Angell  on  Carriers,  §  568).  It  matters  not,  therefore, 
what  may  be  the  nature  of  the  peril  encountered,  whether  it  be 
capture  or  shipwreck,  that  leads  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  voy- 
age and  the  loss  of  the  vessel,  the  duty  of  looking  after  the 
safety  of  the  passengers  and  their  effects  continues  as  long  as  a 
fitate  of  circumstances  exists  which  calls  for  the  exercise  of  it, 
and  it  is  in  the  master's  power  to  discharge  it.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  capture  of  the  vessel  which  released  the  master 
or  his  employers  from  this  obligation,  as  something  remained  to 
be  done  to  secure  the  safety  of  the  passengers  and  their  baggage, 
which  the  master  was  left  by  the  captors  at  liberty  to  do,  and 
which  called  for  the  exercise  of  his  care,  experience,  and  skill. 
He  himself  so  interpreted  his  obligation.  Understanding  it  to  be 
both  his  duty  and  his  right,  he  took  the  sole  direction.  He  un- 
dertook to  do,  as  the  agent  of  the  owners,  what  the  law  imposed 
upon  them,  in  the  faithful  fulfillment  of  their  contract,  and  did 
it  so  inefficiently,  that,  through  his  neglect  and  want  of  care,  the 
plaintiff  lost  his  baggage.    The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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•  Ajllen  R.  Seaman  v.  The  Mayob,  Alderman  and  Commonalty 
OF  THE  City  of  New  York. 

A  mnniclpal  corporation  cannot  be  held  liable  for  injuries  resulting  firom  an 
obstruction  placed  in  a  highway  by  strangers,  of  which  they  had  no  notice, 
ezpresa  or  implied. 

The  lessee  of  the  wharfage  of  a  public  pier,  for  the  protection  of  the  pier  and  of 
his  vessels,  sunk  spiles  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  in  front  of  the  pier,  to  which 
they  were  fastened  with  bolts  and  chains.  Becoming  unfastened,  the  spiles  fell 
away  from  the  pier,  and  projecting  out  into  the  stream,  were  covered  at  high 
tide.  In  an  action  against  the  city  corporation  to  recover  damages  sustained 
in  consequence  of  the  plaintiff's  propeller  running  on  such  spiles :  Held,  error, 
to  refuse  to  charge  the  jury  that  their  verdict  should  be  for  the  defendants  if 
the  latter  had  no  notice  of  the  obstruction,  express  or  implied.  The  spiles  were 
not  a  part  of  the  pier  as  a  permanent  structure,  which  the  corporation  was  bound 
to  keep  in  repair;  but  were  placed  there  by  the  lessee,  who,  as  to  the  corpora- 
tion, was  a  stranger,  for  his  own  benefit  and  advantage. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  entered  on  a 
verdict  at  trial  term. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  defendant's  negligence. 

The  defendants,  as  owners  of  Pier  No.  46,  North  river,  in 
March,  1860,  granted  the  wharfage  which  becomes  due  for  the 
use  of  said  pier  to  one  Daniel  Darrow,  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  from  May  1, 1860.  Darrow  covenanted,  in  the  lease  or 
grant,  to  keep  the  pier  in  good  repair  at  his  own  cost. 

It  was  also  covenanted  that  no  right  to  occupy  the  surface 
or  top  of  the  pier,  or  to  receive  compensation  for  such  occupa- 
tion should  be  conferred  by  said  lease,  and  power  to  build  new 
piers  or  bulkheads,  and  repair  wharves,  was  expressly  reserved 
to  the  corporation.  The  New  York  Mail  Steamship  Company 
purchased  the  lease  or  grant  of  Darrow,  and  since  the  year 
1863,  and  at  the  time  of  injury  to  plaintiff's  vessel,  which 
was  the  subject  of  the  action,  were  using  the  pier  for  the  ordinary 
business  of  a  steamship  company,  having  the  berth  for  their 
ships  at  the  end  of  the  westerly  extremity.  In  the  year  1863, 
or  early  in  1864,  the  Steamship  Company  caused  a  number  of 
spiles  to  be  driven  at  the  outer  corner  of  the  pier,  fastened  to  it 
by  chains  and  bolts.    These  spiles  were  intended  to  be  fenders 
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to  protect  the  boats  of  the  company  and  the  wharf  iipom  injury 
by  contact  when  mooring  there.  On  the  trial,  the  president 
of  the  company  testified  that  he  had  thought  they  had  a  verbal 
permission  from  the  defendants  to  drive  the  spiles  there,  if  not, 
it  was  the  common  custom. 

Two  of  these  spiles  became  loosened  and  detached  from  the 
pier  and  fell  forward,  so  that  at  high  tide  they  were  covered 
and  concealed  by  the  water.  At  what  time  they  became  so 
detached  did  not  appear.  On  the  2d  of  September,  1864,  the 
propeller  "  Samuel  Stanton,"  belonging  to  the  plaintiff,  while 
passing  along  the  end  of  the  pier  at  high  water,  ran  upon  the 
projecting  spiles.  About  the  middle  of  August,  1864,  the 
defendants  took  possession  of  the  pier  to  rebuild,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  accident  their  employees  were  repairing  the  pier  at 
the  inner  or  shore  end. 

To  recover  the  damages  so  sustained,  the  plaintiff  brought 
this  action  and  recovered.  From  the  judgment  so  obtained, 
the  defendants  appealed  to  the  general  term. 

The  objections  are  sufficiently  stated  in  the  opinions. 

Richard  (yOorman^  for  appellants. 

If  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendants  to  remove  the  spiles, 
or  keep  them  in  safe  and  proper  condition,  yet  they  are  not 
liable  to  the  plaintiff  in  damages  unless  it  is  jfroven  that  they 
were  notified  of  the  improper  and  unsafe  condition  thereof; 
or  that  such.improper  or  unsafe  condition  had  continued  for  so 
long  a  time  that  notice  may  be  presumed  (McCHniiy  v.  The 
Mayar^  6  Duer,  674 ;  Hart  v.  City  of  BrooUyn,  36  Barb.  227 ; 
Griffm  v.  The  Mayor ^  9  N.  Y.  459).  In  all  the  cases  where  mu- 
nicipal corporations  have  been  held  liable  for  damages  sustained 
in  consequence  of  neglect  to  keep  highways  in  safe  condition, 
notice,  either  express  or  implied  from  lapse  of  time,  has  been 
proven,  or  it  has  been  shown  th&t  the  corporation  has  rendered 
the  highway  unsafe  by  its  own  act  {Storrs  v.  Uticaj  17  N.  T. 
104 ;  Davenport  v.  Ruchnan^  10  Bosw.  20).  In  Taylor  v.  The 
MayoTj  (4  E.  D.  Smith,  659),  the  defendants  were  held  liable 
for  damage  sustained  in  consequence  of  non-repair  of  the 
9Wffaee  of  the  pier.  In  Moody  v.  The  Mayor  (43  Barb.  282), 
the  corporation  were  held  liable  for  damages  occasioned  by  the 
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improper  conBtructioii  of  the  hody  of  the  pier ^  80  that  a  portion 
thereof  under  water  projected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  injure 
the  plaintiff's  vessel.  In  both  those  cases,  the  condition  of  the 
pier  iUdf  prodnced  by  the  acts  of  the  corporation,  was  the 
canse  of  the  injury.  In  the  case  at  bar  the  plaintiff  goes  far 
beyond  the  doctrine  of  those  cases,  and  seeks  to  hold  the  corpo- 
ration liable  for  the  unsafe  condition  of  erections  placed  in  the 
water  alongside  the  pier,  by  a  stranger,  for  his  own  benefit. 

Edwards  <&  Odellj  for  respondent. 

The  spiles  which  caused  the  accident  were  appended  to  the 
pier  with  the  knowledge  and  by  permission  of  the  defendants. 
Besides,  section  62  of  the  Ordinances  of  June  20,  1859,  im- 
poses upon  the  "  Superintendent  of  Wharves  '•  the  duty  of 
exercising  "  a  constant  inspection  and  supervision  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  public  wharves,  piers,  and  slips,  and  of  the  erection 
and  repairing  of  the  public  wharves  and  piers."  The  presump- 
tion is,  that  he  knew  what  additions  were  made  to  this  pier  by 
the  Steamship  Conapany  {Arent  v.  Squire,  1  Daly,  347). 
There  is  no  proof  that  he,  or  any  person  on  behalf  of  the 
defendants,  made  objection.  The  spiles  became  part  and 
parcel  of  the  pier.  The  defect  was,  therefore,  a  "  defect  in  the 
pier  itself."  And  even  if  the  Steamship  Company  created  the 
nuisance,  the  defendants  maintained  and  continued  it  a  long 
time  after  they  resumed  possession  of  the  pier. 

Proof  of  actual  notice  to  defendants  of  the  obstruction  was 
not  necessary.  The  law  charges  them  with  notice  {Barton  v. 
Syracuse,  36  N.  Y.  58 ;  S.  C.  37  Barb.  292). 

BsADT,  J. — The  defendants  are  the  owners  of  pier  No.  46, 
North  river.  In  March,  1860,  they  granted  to  Daniel  Darrow 
the  right  to  collect  wharfage  for  the  use  of  the  pier  for  the 
term  of  five  years  from  the  first  of  May,  then  ensuing,  he 
covenanting  to  keep  it  in  good  repair.  This  grant  was 
assigned  to  the  New  York  Mail  Steamship  Company,  and  on 
July,  1864,  the  defendants  agreed  to  extend  to  Uiem  the  same 
rights  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  and  to  rebuild  the  pier. 
About  the  middle  of  August,  1864,  the  defendants  gave  the 
<^mpany  notice  that  they  wotild  take  possession  of  the  pier  to 
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rebuild.  After  the  Steamship  Company  procured  the  assign- 
ment from  Darrow,  and  early  in  the  year  1864,  they  caused 
spiles  to  be  driven  at  the  end  of  the  pier,  which  were  intended 
to  be  stationary,  having  been  fastened  with  bolts  and  chains. 
They  were  placed  at  the  point  designated  for  the  benefit  of  the 
company,  and  not  for  the  defendants'  benefit  or  advantage. 
They  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  corporation.  In  the  latter 
part  of  August,  1864,  and  after  the  defendants  had  taken  pos- 
session to  make  the  necessary  repairs,  the  plaintiff's  tug-boat 
was  injured  in  passing  the  pier  at  high  water,  and  the  injury 
was  caused  by  some  of  the  spiles  which  had  fallen  away  from 
the  pier  and  projected  out  towards  the  channel  of  the  river, 
and  in  such  manner  that  when  the  tide  was  high  they  were 
completely  covered.  The  defendants  were  free  from  negli- 
gence. 

Several  questions  were  argued  upon  the  presentation  of 
this  case,  but  it  is  only  necessary  to  consider  one  of  them,  inas- 
much as  the  ruling  of  the  presiding  judge  in  relation  thereto 
on  the  trial  was  erroneous,  and  a  new  trial  must  be  granted. 
Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  evidence,  the  defendants'  counsel 
moved  to  dismiss  the  complaint,  and  among  others,  upon 
the  ground  that  it  did  not  appear  that  the  corporation  had 
notice  of  the  obstruction,  and  upon  the  motion  being  denied,  he 
requested  the  court  to  charge  that  if  the  jury  believed  from  the 
testimony  that  the  defendants  had  no  notice,  express  or  im- 
plied, of  the  existence  of  the  obstruction  before  the  occurrence 
of  the  accident,  then  they  were  entitled  to  a  verdict.  The 
court  refused  so  to  charge,  and  the  defendants'  counsel  ex- 
cepted, having  already  excepted  to  the  denial  of  the  motion  to 
dismiss  the  complaint.  Assuming  that  that  part  of  the  river 
over  which  the  plaintiff's  tug-boat  was  progressing  when  the 
accident  occurred,  is  a  part  of  the  public  highway  which  the 
defendants  are  bound  to  keep  in  repair,  and  applying  to  them 
in  respect  to  it  all  the  obligations  imposed  upon  them  by  law 
in  relation  to  highways  under  their  control,  then  the  plaintiff 
cannot  recover,  because  it  was  no  part  of  their  duty  to  the 
public  to  remove  obstructions  placed  upon  it  by  third  persons,  of 
which  they  had  no  notice,  express  or  implied.  This  rule  is  well 
settled,  and  is  no  longer  debatable  {Oriffin  v.  The  Mayor^  9 
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N.  Y.  Eep.  456 ;  Bartm  v.  The  City  of  Syracuse,  36  N.  T. 
Kep.  64).      The  spiles  which  occasioned  the  injury  to  the 
plaintiflTs  boat  were  not  part  of  the  pier  which  the  defendants 
were  bound  to  keep  in  repair.     They  were  placed  there  by  the 
aseignee  of  their  lessee,  not  of  the  wharf  or  pier,  but  of  the 
wharfage,  to  grow  or  become  due  there,  and  who  to  them  was 
a  stranger.  They  were  so  placed  for  the  benefit  of  the  lessee,  and 
not  for  the  benefit  or  advantage  of  the  defendants.    The  injury 
complained  of  in  this  case  did  not  result  from  the  omission  of  a 
duty  therefore,  or  from  neglect  to  do  an  act  which  it  was  incum- 
bent on  the  defendants  to  perform,  there  being  no  notice,  express 
or  implied,  of  the  existence  of  the  obstruction  mentioned.    It  is 
tme  that  the  president  of  the  Steamship  Company  says  that  he 
thinks  they  had  permission  from  the  city  authorities  to  drive 
the  spiles,  but  if  they  had,  it  was  only  a  verbal  one,  from  whom 
obtained  we  do  not  know.    That  does  not,  however,  meet  the 
exigency  of  this  case.    The  presiding  judge  declined  to  charge 
upon  the  question  of  notice,  which  involved  not  only  express 
or  implied  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  obstruction,  but 
the  fact  "Whether  the  consent  of  the  defendants  to  the  location 
of  the  spiles  was  given,  if  that  had  any  relevancy  to  the  ques- 
tion of  notice,  or  if  notice  was  to  be  presumed  from  it.    If  the 
plaintiff  sought,  in  other  words,  to  relieve  himself  from  the 
burden  of  proving  notice  of  the  obstruction,  by  showing  that 
the  defendants  consented  in  any  way  to  the  use  of  the  spiles  by 
the  Steamship  Company,  it  was  his  duty  to  prove  that  consent 
beyond  a  reasonable  doubt.     The  witness  stated  only  that 
if  the  company  had  a  consent,  it  was  a  verbal  one,  adding 
that  if  they  had  not,  it  was  common  custom.     The  judge,  how- 
ever, as*  already  stated,  declined  to  submit  the  question  of 
notice,  and  said  to  the  jury  that  he  thought  it  was  of  no  conse- 
quence whether  they  had  'notice  or  not.     The  case  must  be 
regarded  as  one  in  which  the  defendants  on  the  rulings  at  the 
trial  were  held  liable  for  injuries  resulting  from  an  obstruction 
to  the  highway,  not  created  by  them,  but  by  strangers,  of  which 
they  had  no  notice,  express  or  implied,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  no 
such  liability  exists. 

The  judgment  must  be  reversed. 
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Daly,  F.  J. — The  spiles  were  driven  at  the  end  of  the 
pier  for  the  benefit  of  the  Steamship  Company,  and  if  there 
were  old  and  decayed  spiles  there  before,  they  may  have 
been,  for  all  we  know,  for  the  benefit  of  some  other  company 
nsing  the  wharf  for  a  like  special  purpose.  They  formed  no 
part  of  the  wharf  as  a  permanent  structure. 

There  was  no  evidence  of  consent  upon  the  part  of  the 
corporation.  The  president  of  the  company  left  it  indefinite 
and  uncertain.  He  says,  '^  I  think  we  had,  but  if  we  had, 
ifec,  it  was  verbal."  That  fact  being  left  by  the  evidence  un- 
certain, the  corporation  were  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  in- 
struction that  they  were  not  responsible,  if  they  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  obstruction.  The  ruling  asked  bore  directly  upon 
the  fact  of  consent.  It  was  that  the  verdict  should  be  for  the 
defendants,  if  they  had  no  notice  of  the  obstriiction,  express  or 
implied.  If  they  gave  their  consent,  notice  was  implied ;  and 
as  the  giving  or  not  of  consent  was  left  by  the  testimony  un- 
certain, this  instruction  would  have  given  the  defendants  the 
benefit  of  the  doubt  raised  by  the  evidence,  but  the  refusal  of 
the  court  to  charge  as  requested  may  have  warranted  the  jury 
in  supposing  that  consent  or  notice  was  immaterial.  The  judg- 
ment should  be  reversed. 

Babbett,  J. — [dissenting.] — Judge  Brady  rests  his  judg- 
ment mainly  upon  the  assumed  fact  that  the  spiles  were  an 
obstruction  (^to  the  highway  not  created  by  the  defendants,  but 
by  strangers.  <  This  assumption  of  fact  is  not,  in  my  judgment, 
borne  out  by  the  evidence.  The*  spiles  were  really  a  part  and 
parcel  of  the  pier.  The  original  lessee  covenanted  to  keep  the 
pier  in  good  repair,  and  the  Steamship  Company,  as  assignees  of 
such  lessee,  assumed  this  covenant.  The  company  found  some 
spiles  attached  to  the  pier  ;  but  these  spiles  were  decayed  and 
worthless.  The  company  then,  as  was  not  only  their  right,  but 
their  duty  under  the  covenant,  repaired  the  pier  by  the  substi- 
tution of  the  new  spiles  in  question  for  the  old  and  useless  ones 
which  they  had  found. 

The  verdict  can  be  sustained  upon  another  ground.  It  is 
in  evidence  that  the  corporation  had  given  its  verbal  consent 
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to  the  placing  of  the  spiles.  The  witness  was  not  interrogated 
^as  to  the  particalar  officer  from  whom  this  consent  was  ob- 
tained, but  the  general  fact  was  not  controverted.  Snch  con- 
sent of  itself  established  the  defendants'  liability,  and  that  with- 
out notice,  express  or  implied,  of  its  having  been  acted  upon. 
The  fallacy  is  in  treating  the  consent  merely  as  a  piece  of 'evi- 
dence from  which  notice  might  be  inferred,  rather  than  an  in- 
dependent fact  which  dispensed  with  the  necessity  of  proof  of 
notice. 

Again,  the  pier  was  in  the  physical  occupation  of  the  de- 
fendants, and  they  were  actively  engaged  in  the  work  of  re- 
building it,  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  Had  the  company 
been  sued,  they  might  well  have  pleaded  that  they  had  been 
relieved  by  these  facts  from  their  covenant  to  repair,  and  that 
the  defendants  had,  for  the  time  being,  assumed  an  exclusive 
obligation  in  that  respect. 

In  no  aspect  of  the  case,  viewed  with  reference  to  its  special 
facts,  was  the  question  of  notice  of  the  condition  of  the  spiles, 
material  or  relevant. 

I  think  the  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  reversed- 


AsTOKio  Ynouanzo  and  another  v.  William  Salomon  and 

0THEB8. 

In  an  action  for  damages  for  fraud  and  conspiracy,  the  complaint  need  not  set  out 
in  detail  the  yarious  facts  and  circumstances  relied  on  to  establish  the  complicity 
of  the  defendants.  It  is  sufficient  to  aver  the  combination,  its  object  and  its  ao- 
oon^lishnient,  to  the  injury  of  the  plainti£ 

Where  a  party  stipulates,  as  a  condition  of  opening  a  default,  that  an  affidavit  may 
be  read  in  eyidence  at  the  trial,  in  case  of  the  absence  of  the  affiant:  HM,  that 
in  case  of  such  absence,  the  affidavit  was  properly  read  as  evidence  on  the 
trial. 

It  is  not  error  for  a  judge  to  charge  the  jury,  in  an  action  for  conspiracy,  that  they 
oiay  find  for  the  plainttflb,  against  the  defendants,  on  the  evidence  of  an  alleged 
accomplice,  even  though  unsupported  and  uncorroborated,  at  the  same  tim« 
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properly  instructing  them  as  to  the  weight  and  value  of  such  eyidence,  and  the 
caution  to  be  exercised  in  considering  it 

It  is  not  error  for  a  judge  to  criticise,  in  his  charge,  the  testimony  of  a  witness,  or 
to  give  his  opinion  as  to  the  proper  interpretation,  construction,  and  effect  of 
the  language  of  the  witness,  unless  it  appears  that  the  expression  of  the  judge's 
opinion  prejudiced  the  objecting  party. 

It  is  for  the  jury,  and  not  for  the  court,  to  determine  whether  a  particular  witness 
shall  be  believed.  And  the  jury  haying  found  a  verdict,  under  proper  instruc- 
tions, on  evidence  in  some  respects  conflicting,  the  court  on  appeal  will  not 
disturb  it. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  at  trial  term 
entered  on  a  verdict. 

The  plaintiff,  in  July,  1866,  had  a  book-keeper,  one  Van 
Unruh,  who  introduced  to  his  employers  one  Chamberlain,  as 
a  responsible  purchaser  of  a  quantity  of  cigars,  for  $2,720  cash 
on  delivery. 

Classon,  plaintiffs'  clerk,  about  the  middle  of  the  day,  deliv- 
ered the  goods  to  Chamberlain,  and  demanded  the  cash. 
Chamberlain  evaded  payment,  and  claimed  that  cash  on  de- 
livery meant  a  credit  of  thirty  days.  Classon  returned  to  his 
employers,  and  being  instructed  to  go  back  and  get  the  goods 
or  the  cash  from  Chamberlain,  repaired  to  the  latter's  office, 
and  found  it  closed,  and  through  the  glass  partition  saw  that 
the  goods  had  been  removed. 

Chamberlain  was  arrested,  and,  while  in  jail,  made  affidavits 
that  Van  Unruh,  by  complicity  with  the  defendant  Salomon,  had 
procured  his  (Chamberlain's)  introduction  to  the  plaintiffs ;  that 
about  two  hours  after  the  delivery  of  the  cigars  to  Chamberlain, 
he  delivered  them  to  a  carman  sent  by  Salomon,  and  made  out 
an  invoice  therefor  to  one  Gompel,  a  friend  of  Salomon's ;  that 
he  (Chamberlain)  received  $800  from  Salomon  for  his  services. 

Chamberlain  having  been  bailed,  afterwards  m^de  a  further 
affidavit  denying,  in  some  particulars,  the  statements  made  in 
his  former  affidavits. 

This  action  was  brought  against  Salomon  and  Unruh,  the 
complaint  alleging  that  the  defendants,  acting  in  concert,  did 
by  connivance,  conspiracy,  and  combination,  cheat  and  defraud 
the  plaintiffs  out  of  44,000  cigars,  of  the  value  of  $2,720,  for 
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which  damages  were   claimed.    Defendant  TJnruli  was  not 
served. 

There  were  two  inquests  taken  in  the  action,  and,  on  motion, 
the  defendants  were  let  in  to  defend  on  terms,  inter  alia,  that, 
on  due  proof  at  the  trial  of  plaintiffs'  inability  to  produce 
Chamberlain,  his  affidavits  above  referred  to  might  be  used  in 
evidence. 

The  affidavits  of  Chamberlain  were  the  only  evidence  of 
defendants'  complicity  in  the  conspiracy,  and  were  only  in  a 
few  features  corroborated  at  the  trial. 

The  action  was  tried  before  Babbett,  J.,  and  a  jury. 

At  the  close  of  the  testimony,  the  defendants'  counsel  moved 
the  court  that  the  depositions  of  Chamberlain,  dated  October 
4th,  1868,  be  rejected  or  disregarded,  on  the  grounds  that  it 
was  incompetent  and  irrelevant,  and  also  for  the  reason  that  it 
was  contradicted,  and  its  effect  as  testimony  destroyed,  by 
reason  of  the  deposition  of  said  Chamberlain,  dated  November 
10th,  1868,  read  in  evidence  by  the  defendants'  counsel.  The 
motion  was  denied,  and  the  defendants'  excepted. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendants  thereupon  moved  that  the 
complaint  be  dismissed  on  several  grounds,  referred  to  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court. 

The  Judge  charged  the  jury,  among  other  things,  as 
follows  : 

"  It  is  ray  duty  to  charge  you  that  the  testimony  of  the 
confederates  of  persons  who  acknowledge  they  were  engaged 
in  the  commission  of  crimes,  and  who  turn  out,  as  it  is  said, 
State's  evidence,  is  always  taken  with  many  grains  of  allowance. 
It  is  testimony  which  is  always  scrutinized  very  closely,  as  the  tes- 
timony of  any  man  who  comes  into  a  court  of  justice  and  says : 
'  I  committed  a  crime  in  connection  with  so-and-so  and  so-and- 
Bo,'  should  be.  The  very  fact  that  a  man  acknowledges  the  com- 
mission of  crime  is  a  very  serious  matter  in  the  outset,  operat- 
ing against  his  credibility,  and  persons  have  been  convicted 
upon  just  such  testimony ;  and  it  is  also  very  true  that  it  is 
sometimes  the  only  testimony  that  can  be  procured,  as  being 
the  nearest  that  can  be  obtained. 

"  So  that,  on  one  hand,  the  law  lays  down  this  rule  :  That 
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a  person's  testimony  should  not  be  utterly  disregarded  because 
he  committed  a  crime,  and  because  he  confessed  it ;  but  the 
jury  will  look  at  it  closely,  and  scrutinize  it  carefully.  You 
may  even  convict  a  person  on  the  uncorroborated  testimony  of 
an  accomplice.  That  rule  has  been  laid  down  in  this  State,  so 
that  if  an  accomplice  comes  into  court  and  testifies  to  a  state 
of  facts  which  justify  a  conviction,  though  he  was  engaged  in  the 
commission  of  the  crime  with  the  accused,  on  the  testimony  of 
that  accomplice  alone,  if  the  jury  believe  it,  even  if  unsupported 
or  uncortoborated,  the  party  may  be  convicted. 

"  Everything  in  reference  to  that  is  left  to  the  jury.  They 
are  to  scrutinize  the  testimony  carefully,  and  to  look  upon  it 
very  guardedly ;  they  are  to  look  upon  it  with  suspicion ;  and 
yet,  if  they  believe  it  true,  notwithstanding  all  the  care  with 
which  they  look  at  it,  they  may  convict,  although  there  is  no 
other  testimony  in  the  case  to  support  it.  That  is  the  general 
rule.  I  am  speaking  now  of  a  class  of  crimes,  there  being  a 
species  of  analogy  between  the  character  of  the  testimony  of 
Chamberlain  and  that  of  an  accomplice  who  testifies  to  the 
commission  of  the  crime." 

The  Judge,  after  rehearsing  the  testimony  and  the  subse- 
quent affidavit  of  Chamberlain  contradicting  his  previous 
affidavit,  further  charged  the  jury  : 

"  That  even  if  the  subsequent  affidavit  contained  an  abso- 
lute, complete  denial  of  everything  he  had  said  previously,  I 
should  still  feel  it  my  duty  to  leave  it  to  you  to  say  what  was 
the  truth  of  the  case.  I  reject  the  doctrine  that  the  court 
should,  under  any  circumstances,  withdraw  the  testimony  of 
witnesses  from  the  consideration  of  the  jury.  That  is  not  the 
law  in  this  State.  The  court  has  no  right  to  say  that  the  testi- 
mony of  the  witness  shall  not  be  considered  at  all,  and  shall 
be  absolutely  stricken  from  the  record.  That  is  not  within  our 
province.  It  is  our  duty  to  instruct  the  jury  that  it  is  their 
duty  to  take  the  testimony  of  such  a  witness  as  that  with 
very  great  caution.  I  don't  say  that  it  is  not  our  duty  to 
say  that  you  shan't  believe  him;  but  it  is  our  duty  to  tell 
you  to  scrutinize  it*  very  closely,  to  weigh  it  with  exceeding 
caution,  for  it  is  exceedingly  dangerous  testimony  on  which  to 
convict  any  man  of  fraud." 
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The  Judge  then  further  charged  the  jury  :  "  I  charge  that 
you  are  at  liberty,  if  you  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  de- 
fendants conspired  together  to  defraud  the  plaintiffs  out  of  these 
cigars,  not  only  to  compensate  the  plaintiffs  for  the  value  of 
the  cigars  and  interest,  but  you  may  render  a  verdict,  if  you 
see  fit,  in  such  additional  punishment,  by  way  of  damages,  as 
you  think  the  defendants  ought  to  be  subjected  to." 

The  defendants'  counsel  specifically  excepted  to  various 
portions  of  the  charge. 

The  jury  rendered  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  $3,154.70. 

Brown^  HaU  <&  Vanderpoelj  for  appellants,  contended  that 
the  testimony  of  Chamberlain  was  improperly  admitted,  he 
being  an  accomplice,  and  his  testimony  being  in  direct  conflict 
with  itself  {Brett  v.  CaUrn^  47  Barb.  405,  and  BuUer  v.  Truslow, 
55  Id,  294). 

ff.  Morrison^  for  respondent,  cited  Dunn  v.  People^  29  N. 
Y.  523 ;  Roth  v.  WdU,  Id.  471. 

By  the  Court. — Brady,  J. — ^The  complaint  contains  the 
statement  of  a  fact  which,  if  proved,  would  be  sutiScient  to  con- 
stitute a  cause  of  action.  It  may  be  regarded  as  a  mixed 
question  of  law  and  fact,  and  assuming  it  to  be  such,  then  the 
allegation  of  it  was  snfiicient  without  further  elaboration,  to 
put  the  defendants  to  their  answer.  It  was  not  necessary  to 
set  out  in  detail  the  various  facts  and  circumstances  upon 
which  the  plaintiffs  relied  to  establish  the  complicity  of  the  de- 
fendants. It  would  be  substantially  alleging  the  evidence 
which  is  not,  and  never  has  been,  required  in  pleadings.  In 
cases  like  this,  in  which  a  combination  for  fraudulent  purposes 
is  relied  upon,  it  is  sufilicient  to  state  the  fact  of  the  combina- 
tion, its  object,  and  its  accomplishment  to  the  injury  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  motion,  therefore,  to  dismiss  the  complaint 
upon  the  ground  that  it  did  not  state  facts  sufiBicient  to  consti- 
tute a  cause  of  action  was  properly  denied.  The  written  depo- 
sitions of  Chamberlain  and  Brod,  the  reception  of  which  was  ob- 
jected to,  were  properly  received  under  the  orders  of  the  court, 
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providing  that  they  might  be  read  as  a  condition  of  opening 
defaults  taken  against  the  defendants.  The  other  exceptions 
to  evidence  admitted,  taken  by  the  defendants,  are  unavailing. 
The  testimony  admitted  was  properly  received  as  part  of  the 
T6%  gest(B^  or  upon  cross-examination  of  the  defendants'  wit- 
nesses, or  in  answer  to  the  defendants'  developments  on  cross- 
•examination,  when  the  examination  in  chief  was  resumed. 
None  of  them  have  any  materiality  or  importance.  If o  evi- 
dence on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  offered  by  them,  was  re- 
jected. The  exceptions  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  seem  to  be 
more  numerous,  and  the  examination  of  the  case  shows  that  the 
defendants'  rights  were  fully  preserved  in  the  application  of 
the  rules  of  evidence.  This  general  statement  and  ruling  is  all 
that  these  exceptions  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  require 
from  the  court.  The  principal  exceptions  are  to  the  charge, 
and  to  the  refusal  of  .the  judge  to  charge  certain  requests  to  be 
considered.  The  defendants  excepted  to  that  part  of  the 
charge  wherein  he  instructed  the  jury  that  they  might  find  for 
the  plaintiffs  against  the  defendants,  on  the  evidence  of  an  al- 
leged accomplice,  even  though  unsupported  and  uncorrobor- 
ated. The  exception  was  not  well  taken.  {Dunn  v.  The 
People^  29  N.  T.  623.)  The  instructions  to  the  jury  in  rela- 
tion to  the  weight  of  such  evidence,  and  the  great  caution 
which  should  be  exercised  in  considering  its  value  and  credibil- 
ity were  ample  and  exhaustive,  but  the  right  of  the  jury  to 
place  their  verdict  upon  it,  if  necessary,  cannot  be  doubted. 
The  evidence  of  Chamberlain  was  not,  however,  wholly  unsup- 
ported. There  are  facts  and  circumstances  disclosed  by  the 
testimony  given  on  the  trial,  which,  though  insignificant,  ab- 
stractly considered,  yet,  when  grouped  together,  have  some 
bearing  upon  the  averred  participation  in  Chamberlain's  fraud, 
by  both  the  Salomons.  The  defendants  also  excepted  to  the 
criticisms  of  the  judge  upon  the  affidavit  of  Chamberlain,  made 
on  the  10th  of  November,  1866,  and  to  the  interpretation,  con- 
struction, and  effect  of  his  charge  upon  that  affidavit.  These 
exceptions  are  valueless.  The  opinion  of  the  judge  is  not  the 
subject  of  review,  unless  it  appears  that  the  expression  of  it 
prejudiced  the  appellant.     Such  is  not  the  case  here.     The 
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criticism  upon  the  aflSdavit  was  not  only  justifiable,  but  de- 
cidedly proper.  Chamberlain  had  undertaken  to  destroy  the 
force  of  evidence  already  given  by  him ;  but  the  retraction  was 
limited,  and  not  broad  enough  to  cover  the  statements  pre- 
viously made.  The  question  for  the  jury,  under  the  circum- 
stances, was,  which,  of  the  two  statements  was  true,  if  either  ; 
and  any  exposition  of  the  interpretation,  or  eflFeCt  of  either  as 
against  the  other,  was  an  aid  to  the  jury  in  their  estimation  of 
them.  The  whole  question  of  the  effect  and  value  of  the  testi- 
mony, and  of  the  consideration  to  be  given  to  Chamberlain's 
testimony,  were  distinctly  referred  to  the  jury,  however,  and 
with  full  instructions,  as  already  suggested.  It  follows,  from 
the  views  herein  expressed,  that  the  request  to  instruct  the  jury 
to  reject  and  exclude  from  their  consideration  the  testimony  of 
Chamberlain,  was  properly  refused.  In  disposing  of  this  ap- 
peal, it  may  not  be  improper  to  say  that,  on  the  testimony  of 
Chamberlain,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  plaintiffs  were 
the  victims  of  a  combination  in  which  the  defendants  partici- 
pated, and  that  without  that  testimony,  the  action  could  not 
have  been  maintained,  if  the  plaintiffs  exhausted  all  their  evi- 
dence. Whether  he  should  be  believed  or  not,  was  not  for  the 
court  to  determine.  It  was  eminently  proper  that  his  testi- 
mony, which,  in  some  respects,  was  in  conflict,  should  be 
scrutinized  with  great  care  and  deliberation,  and  this  the 
jury  were  told  to  do,  and  they  believed  that  his  statements 
originally  made  were  true.  On  an  examination  of  the  case,  it 
does  not  appear  that  we  should  reject  the  verdict  of  the  jury. 
Fraud  is  the  most  subtle  of  legal  elements,  and  is  frequently 
developed  by  comparatively  trifling  facts  and  circumstances 
which,  isolated,  amount  to  little,  but  when  united  by  intellect- 
ual power,  present  the  charge  made  clearly  dnd  beyond  doubt. 
It  sometimes  happens  that  the  conduct  of  the  persons  charged, 
while  upon  the  stand — the  manner  of  giving  their  testimony, 
exhibiting  as  it  may  the  frankness  and  fairness  of  honesty, 
iiave  an  important  bearing  upon  the  defence  of  defendants. 
These  elements  may  have,  in  some  respects,  contributed  to  the 
plaintiff's  success.  We  cannot  say  that  they  did  ;  but  they  may 
have  done  so,  and  the  plaintiff's  case  is  not  so  weak  as  to 
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justify  US  in  asBoming  that,  even  without  snch  contributing  ad-  ^ 
vantages,  thej  should  not  have  succeeded.      The  judgment 
should  be  affirmed,  therefore,  inasmuch  as  the  questions  of  fact 
were  found  in  the  plaintiff^s  favor,   and  the  evidence  upon 
which  such  finding  is  based  is  sufficient  to  sustain  it. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Chasles  Gabr  and  othebs  v.  The  Great  Western  Insurance 

Company. 

a  corporation  is  "  a  party "  within  the  meaning  of  section  891  of  the  Code  of 
Procedare,  providing  for  the  examination  of  a  party  before  trial,  and  the 

.  president  of  a  corporation-defendant,  may  be  examined  nnder  that  section  of 
the  Code.  That  provision  of  the  Code  was  designed  as  a  snbstltate  for  the  bill 
of  discoyery  under  oath  in  aid  of  the  prosecntion  or  defense  of  another  action 
under  the  old  practice. 

Appeal  from  an  order  of  Special  Term,  denying  a  motion 
for  an  order  to  examine  the  president  of  the  defendant,  a 
corporation,  under  section  391  of  the  Code  of  Procedure. 

Br  THE  Court — Daly,  F.  J. — It  was  held  in  Za  Farge  v. 
The  Exchange  Ins,  Co.  (22  N.  Y.  353)  that  a  party  might  offer 
himself  as  a  witness  where  the  opposite  party  was  a  corpora- 
tion, and  the  construction  which  in  that  case  was  put  upon  the 
word  party,  as  used  in  the  code,  applies  equally  to  the  pro- 
vision in  the  39l8t  section  for  the  examination  of  a  party  before 
trial.  This  provision  was  designed  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill 
for  a  discovery  under  oath  in  aid  of  the  prosecution  or  defense 
of  another  action  which  was  abolished  (  WUlard^B  EquUy  Ju- 
risprudencey  42),  and  the  examination  there  provided  for  is 
limited  to  cases  where  a  discovery  would  have  been  previously 
ordered  in  equity  in  aid  of  the  prosecution  or  defense  of  the 
action  ;  at  least  I  so  held  after  a  careful  examination,  in  the 
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case  of  OcMrrison  v.  Ths  Mariposa  Company^  decided  at  the 
special  term  of  this  court  about  a  year  ago.*  A  discovery  in 
aid  of  the  prosecution  or  defence  of  an  action,  would  be  ordered 
in  equity  against  a  corporation,  and  the  officers,  managers,  or 
other  persons  connected  with  it,  who  possessed  and  could  give 
the  information  required,  would  be  compelled  to  discover  it 
under  oath.  (  WycJie  v.  Mead^  3  P.  Wm.  311 ;  Dummer  v.  The 
CorporaUon  of  Chippenham^  14  Ves.  246 ;  Le  Tezier  v.  ITie 
Margrarine  of  Av^po/ch^  15  id,  \  Fulton  Bank  v.  The  Sha/ron 
Canal  Co.^  1  Paige  218 ;  Many  v.  Th^  Beehmxm  Iron  Comr 
pa/ny^  9  id.  188.)  The  plaintiff  was,  therefore,  entitled  to  an 
order  for  the  examination  of  the  President  of  the  corporation, 
as  a  corporation  can  make  discovery  only  under  the  oath  of  its 
officers  or  agents,  {The  Fulton  Bank  v.  The  Sharon  Canal  Co.^ 
mpra).  The  affidavit  does  not  set  forth  the  matter  or  thing 
sought  to  be  discovered  or  show  in  what  respect  the  discovery 
is  essential,  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  prepare  for  trial,  which 
was  necessary  where  a  suit  in  equity  was  brought  for  a  dis- 
covery after  issue  joined  ( Wigram  on  Discovery^  209,  §  74). 
But  this  point  was  not  taken  upon  the  motion.  The  applica- 
tion was  denied  upon  the  ground  that  there  could  be  no  such 
examination  in  the  case  of  a  corporation,  and  if  the  other  ob- 
jection had  been  taken,  the  plaintiff  might  have  obtained  per- 
mission to  serve  additional  affidavits. 

Brady,  J. — I  agree  to  reverse  upon  the  ground  that  a  cor- 
poration is  a  party  within  the  meaning  of  section  391  of  the 

Code. 

Order  reversed. 


*  This  constraction  of  section  891  is  in  effect  given  by  the  new  rale  21, 
adopted  at  the  convention  of  the  jadges,  and  which  took  effect  in  January,  1871. 
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Maey  Torpey  v.  John  S.  Williams  and  others. 

By  the  laws  of  New  York,  all  emigrants  arriTiog  at  the  port  of  New  York  are 
required  to  be  landed,  with  their  baggage,  at  Castle  Garden,  in  the  City  of 
New  York.  The  plaintiff,  being  an  emigrant  passenger  on  the  def^dants^ 
steamer  from  Liverpool  to  New  York»  was,  on  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  at  the 
latter  port,  transferred,  with  the  other  emigrant  passengers  and  their  baggage, 
from  the  steamer  to  a  tog  boat  or  barge,  by  which  they  were  carried  to  and 
landed  at  Castle  Garden,  The  barge  was  licensed  by  the  Comnusaioners  of 
Emigration,  as  required  by  statute,  but  was  employed  by,  and  at  the  expense 
of,  the  defendants :  Held,  in  an  addon  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  loss  of  her  bag- 
gage, the  complaint  alleging  a  breach  of  the  contract  of  carriage  from  Liver- 
pool to  the  city  of  New  York,  that  the  transportation  by  the  barge  from  the 
steamer  to  Castle  Garden  was  bat  a  continuation  of  the  transit  from  Liverpool 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  which  the  defendants  undertook  by  their  contract  to 
make  and  in  the  manner  provided  by  law ;  and  therefore  that  the  defendants 
are  liable  for  non-delivery  of  the  plainttfiiB'  baggage  to  her  at  Castle  Garden. 

Both  money  and  jewelry  form  part  of  a  passenger^s  baggage,  for  loss  of  which  a 
carrier  is  liable,  provided  the  former  does  not  exceed  a  sum  necessary  fbr  trav- 
eling expenses,  and  the  latter  is  confined  to  such  as  is  ordinarily  worn  about 
the  person. 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine  Court  entered  on  a 
verdict. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  for  the  loss  of  certain 
baggage  claimed  to  have  been  placed  by  the  plaintiff  (a  steerage 
passenger)  on  board  the  steamship  Manhattan,  to  be  conveyed 
from  Liverpool  to  the  city  of  New  York.  The  complaint  alleged 
that  the  defendants  were  common  carriers,  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  four  pounds  sterling,  "promised  and  agreed  to 
transport  the  plaintiff  and  her  baggage  from  Liverpool  to  the 
city  of  New  York."  It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  on  the  arrival 
of  the  vessel  at  New  York,  the  box,  containing  the  baggage 
claimed,  was  last  seen  by  the  plaintiff  while  being  taken  from 
one  side  of  the  ship  to  the  other  to  go  over  into  the  tender  or 
barge,  and  the  plaintiff  received  a  check  for  her  baggage,  marked 
*'  Castle  Garden  D.  576."  The  next  day  the  plaintiff  applied 
for  her  baggage,  at  Castle  Garden,  and  also  to  the  defendants, 
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but  Bever  received  it.  The  barge  on  which  the  baggage  was 
placed  was  licensed  by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  as 
required  by  statute  (Laws  of  1848,  ch.  218 ;  Laws  of  1857,  ch.. 
579).  The  defendants,  ship-owners,  were  by  law  obliged  to  take 
and  pay  for  only  such  barges  as  the  Commissioners  should  ap- 
prove. At  the  close  of  the  evidence,  the  justice  charged  the 
jury,  among  other  things,  ^'  that  the  defendants  are  liable  until 
the  baggage  is  delivered  either  to  the  passenger  or  at  the  dock 
and  wharf  in  the  city  of  New  York,  designated  by  the  Com- 
mifisioners  of  Emigration.  The  licensing  of  this  vessel  or  barge 
doea  not  make  a  delivery  to  it  a  delivery  to  the  Commissioners. 
Anything  that  is  useful  to  the  passenger — watch  or  jewelry — 
may  be  allowed  for,  if  it  was  actually  in. the  trunk." 

JBeehe^  Dean  d&  Dondhue^  for  appellants. 

John  H.  Hamettj  for  respondents. 

By  the  Court. — Bbadt,  J. — ^The  plaintiff  was  a  passenger 
on  board  the  defendants'  steamer,  Manhattan,  from  Liverpool 
to  New  York.  She  had  a  trunk,  which  contained  articles  of 
clothing,  a  watch,  and  some  jewelry,  and  other  things  of  trifling 
value,  which  usually  distinguish  the  baggage  of  women. 

The  trunk,  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamer  at  this  port,  was 
checked  with  one  of  the  checks  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Endgration  for  this  port,  and  placed  on  board  of  one  of  the 
tugs  or  barges  licensed  by  them  under  the  Act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture passed  in  1857  (Laws  of  1857,  chap.  579). 

The  trunk  was  never  seen  by  the  plaintiff  after  it  was 
l>rougbt  up  on  board  of  the  steamer  to  be  checked,  and  the  case 
fails  to  show  when  or  where  it  was  lost.  It  is  last  known  of 
on  board  the  barge  or  tug,  but  the  plaintiff  did  not  see  it 
there.  The  evidence  is,  therefoi-e,  not  of  that  aflirmative  charac- 
ter— which  is  the  more  preferable — but  circumstantial,  and  the 
jury  have  found  that  the  defendants  failed  to  deliver  it  either  to 
the  plaintiff  or  at  Castle  Garden. 

The  defendants'  counsel  seems  to  have  tried  the  cause  upon 
the  theory  that  the  defendants  were  not  liable  from  the  mo- 
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ment  the  trunk  was  delivered  to  the  crew  of  the  tug  or  placed 
on  board  of  her ;  and  that  the  oflScers  of  the  tug  or  owners^ 
were  the  authorized  agents  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration 
to  receive  it.  The  exceptions  taken  to  the  charge  of  the  justice 
were  founded  on  these  theories,  although  one  was  to  the  right  of 
the  plaintiff  to  recover  the  value  of  her  watch  and  jewelry. 

It  has  been  decided  that  the  Commissioners  are  not  respon- 
sible for  the  loss  of  baggage  delivered  by  an  emigrant  on  board 
of  a  ship  in  the  harbor  of  New  York  to  the  crew  of  a  tug-boat 
to  be  transported  to  Castle  Garden,  although  the  tug  or  bai^ 
was  licensed  by  them  {Murphy  v.  Commissioners^  dkc,^  28  N. 
T.  134).  They  do  not  act  for  themselves,  it  is  said,  in  that 
case ;  or  employ  agents,  clerks,  or  servants  for  their  own  benefit, 
but  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  at  large,  and,  therefore, 
the  theory  of  the  defendants  is  erroneous. 

The  Commissioners  had  no  authorized  agents  on  board  of 
the  tug.  They  were  vested  with  powers  to  protect  the  city 
and  State  against  the  burden  of  supporting  paupers  brought 
here,  and  to  protect  the  emigrants  from  a  class  of  men,  wha 
led  them  to  boarding-houses  only  to  plunder  them.  TBe 
duty  imposed  upon  the  carrier  to  land  them  at  Castle  Garden 
enabled  the  emigrant  to  receive  the  proper  information  and 
instruction  as  to  his  destination  and  temporary  abode.  There 
was  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Legislature  to  relieve  the 
carrier  from  any  liability  or  duty,  and  there  is  nothing  in  any 
of  the  statutes  in  relation  to  the  Commissioners  which  justifies 
any  such  assumption. 

The  carrier  was  bound  to  land  the  passenger  and  baggage  in 
thiiB  city,  and  is  now  required  by  law  to  do  it  at  a  particular 
place.  The  selection  of  the  barges  by  license  is  only  a  contin- 
uation of  the  protection  afforded  the  emigrant,  which  is  de- 
signed to  prevent  improper  influences  by  unworthy  persons,, 
who  might  innocently  be  employed  by  the  carrier  to  transport 
the  passengers  and  baggage  to  Castle  Garden.  The  tug  or- 
barge  is  in  the  employment  of  the  ship-owners,  and  paid  for  by 
them,  and  the  carriage  from  the  ship  to  Castle  Garden  is  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  transit  from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  which 
they  undertake  by  the  contract  to  make  and  in  the  manner  pro- 
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vided  by  law.    It  is  apparent,  from  these  statements,  that  the 
defendants  were  not  discharged  of  their  responsibility,  on  the 
.  delivery  of  the  baggage  on  board  the  tug  or  barge,  and  that  the 
refosal  to  charge  to  the  contrary  was  not  an  error. 

The  justice  was  requested  to  charge,  however,  that  the  de- 
fendants were  not  responsible  for  the  money,  or  jewelry,  or 
anything  save  necessary  'apparel  for  such  a  voyage,  and  he 
refused  to  do  so.  The  refusal  was  proper.  Both  money  and 
jewelry  form  a  part  of  the  baggage  of  a  traveler,  subject  to 
the  qualifications  that  the  former  cannot  exceed  a  sum  neces- 
sary for  traveling  expenses,  and  that  the  latter  must  be  confined 
to  such  as  are  ordinarily  worn  about  the  person  {Merrill  v.  Orin- 
neUy  30  N.  T.  595 ;  McOormick  v.  Hudson  B.  JS.  Co.y  4  E.  D. 
Smith,  181). 

The  money  and  jewelry  which  the  plaintiff  had  were  not 
without  the  principle  of  these  cases.  The  sum  of  money  was 
small,  the  watch  of  reasonable  value,  and  the  jewelry  of  little 
value. 

The  exceptions  relating  to  these  features  of  the  case  are  un- 
available, and  there  is  nothing  in  the  appeal  taken  which  would 
justify  us  in  disturbing  the  judgment  of  the  court  below. 

Judgment  afiirmed. 


Geoboe  Campbell  v,  Gbobge  W.  Cabteb. 

To  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  a  preliminary  injunction  in  an  action  to  restrain  the  de- 
fendant from  harboring  the  plaintiff's  wife,  it  mnst  appear  conclasively  that  the 
defendant  has  acted  malicioosly  and  not  from  motives  of  humanity. 

Hence,  where,  on  such  a  motion,  the  defendant,  who  was  the  wife's  father,  denied 
any  malice  or  improper  iniuence  over  the  wife,  and  the  wife  averred  fears  of 
personal  violence  from  her  husband,  the  motion  will  be  denied. 

Special  Tebm,  January.  1869. 

Motion  for  preliminary  injunction.  The  action  was  brought 
to  restrain  the  defendant  from  harboring  the  plaintiff's  wife  and 
^hild,  and  from  preventing  the  plaintiff  visiting  them. 
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The  plaintiff  obtained  an  order  to  show  cause  why  a  pre- 
liminary injunction  should  not  be  granted,  and,  on  the  hearing, 
it  appeared  by  affidavits  that  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife  had  since 
their  marriage  lived  with  the  defendant,  who  was  the  wife's 
father.  The  defendant  denied  having  improperly  influenced 
his  daughter  against  her  husband,  and  the  wife  also  made  affi- 
davit that  she  was  under  no  restraint  whatever,  but  that  she 
was  in  great  fear  of  personal  violence  from  her  husband,  the 
plaintiff,  and  could  not  safely  trust  herself  in  his  society,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  left  her  voluntarily. 

A.  Levvn/ger^  for  the  motion. 

Philip  F.  Smithy  opposed. 

Sbady,  J. — ^In  HutcJke^on  v.  Peck  (5  Johns.  196),  it  was  said, 
by  Spencer,  J.,  ^^  It  is  believed  that  the  books  furnish  no  prece- 
dent for  this  kind  of  action  ;  and  further,  that  its  novelty  was 
no  argument  against  its  being  maintained,"  but  the  right  to 
recover  was  by  the  prevailing  opinions  of  the  court  made  de- 
pendant upon  the  defendant's  malicious  or  corrupt  conduct.  It 
was  the  rule,  prior  to  that  case,  and  is  now,  that  the  mere  har- 
boring of  a  married  woman  by  a  stranger  from  motives  of 
humanity,  would  not  give  the  husband  a  right  of  action ;  and, 
as  was  also  said  in  the  case  referred  to,  the  same  acts  which  in 
a  stranger  might  be  deemed  to  proceed  from  improper  and  un- 
justifiable motives,  ought  to  be  considered  as  proceeding  from 
parental  affection  when  committed  by  the  father,  who  is  bound 
by  the  laws  of  nature  to  shelter  and  protect  his  child.  The 
good  sense  of  these  views  cannot  be  gainsaid,  and  no  action 
of  this  kind  should  be  countenanced  in  the  absence  of  proof 
which  leads  to  no  other  conclusion  than  that  the  defendant  has 
acted  maliciously.  The  evidence  submitted  on  this  motion 
justifies  no  such  conclusion.  The  plaintiff's  wife  allies  im- 
proper conduct  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  which  she  regards 
as  sufficient  to  warrant  apprehension  of  personal  violence,  and 
the  defendant  denies  any  attempt  to  improperly  infiuence  her. 
This  motion  cannot  be  entertained,  therefore,  and  must  be  de- 
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nied.  No  relief  suggested  would  be  authorized  upon  the  facts 
disclosed,  but  if  a  meeting  of  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife  can  be 
promoted  by  the  defendant  with  a  view  to  their  future  union 
and  welfare,  it  would  be  commendable  in  him  to  employ  his 
influence  thereto.  The  meeting  could  be  readily  arranged,  so 
that  the  plaintiff's  wife  would  be  perfectly  safe  and  free  from 
the  influence  which  the  plaintiff  seems  to  think  is  unjustly  ex- 
ercised against  his  marital  rights.  This  court,  acting  as  a  court 
of  conciliation,  will  lend  its  support  to  accomplish  a  reunion 
between  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife,  if  it  can  be  used  for  that 
purpose,  but  cannot  enforce  iu  this  case  by  order  such  a  result, 
directly  or  indirectly. 

Motion  denied. 


Thb  Foubth  National  Bank  v.  Ambrose  Snow  and  another. 

The  plaintiff  received  firom  an  insurance  company  as  coUateral,  for  a  loan  made 
to  it^  certain  notes  of  the  defendants,  which  the  latter  had  given  to  the  com- 
pany in  payment  for  a  risk  assumed :  Beld,  in  an  action  on  the  notes  agunst 
the  makers,  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  holder  for  value,  and  that  it  was  no  defense 
that  the  insurance  company  was  insolvent  when  it  assumed  the  risk  for  which 
the  notes  were  given,  it  appearing  that  the  plaintiff's  loan  to  the  company  was 
in  any  part  unpaid. 

Special  Term,  January^  1869. 

Motion  by  the  defendants  to  vacate  a  judgment  taken  for 
want  of  an  answer  and  for  leave  to  serve  an  answer. 

The  action  was  brought  on  two  promissory  notes  made  by 
the  defendants  to  the  Washington  Marine  Insurance  Company, 
and  by  that  company  endorsed  to  the  plaintiff  for  value.  The 
defendants  alleged  that  the  notes  were  given  to  said  company 
by  them  for  premiums  due  it  on  certain  policies  of  Insurance 
issued  to  the  defendants  by  the  company  at  a  time  when  the 
company  was  utterly  insolvent  and  unable  to  pay  its  debts ; 
that  the  notes  in  suit  with  others  had  been  deposited  with  the 
plaintiffs  by  the  company  as  security  for  a  loan  made  to  the 
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latter;  and  that  the  plamti&  have  collected  the  amount  of 
said  loan,  except  about  $2,400. 

The  motion  was  opposed  on  grounds  stated  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court. 

Richa/rd  II.  Huntley^  for  the  motion. 

Livingston  K.  MiUer^  opposed. 

Bbady,  J. — The  plaintiffs  received  the  notes  in  suit  and 
other  notes  of  various  persons  from  the  Washington  Marine 
Insurance  Company,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  defend- 
ants in  this  action,  as  security  for  money  loaned,  and  it  seems, 
at  the  time  such  loan  was  made.  Tlie  defendants  also  allege 
that  the  Washington  Marine  Insurance  Company  received  the 
notes  from  them  in  payment  for  a  risk  assumed  when  the  com- 
pany was  insolvent,  in  which  condition  it  had  continued  to  be. 
And  further,  that  the  debt  which  these  notes  were  given  to  secure 
had  been  all  collected  out  of  the  other  collaterals,  except  the  sum 
of  about  two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars,  and  upon  these  facts 
they  ask  to  be  permitted  to  put  in  an  answer,  judgment  having 
been  obtained  against  them  by  default.  I  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  consider  the  plaintiffs'  action  in  the  Superior 
Court,  because  it  has,  in  my  judgment,  no  bearing  on  this 
application.  The  plaintiffs  having  made  a  loan  predicated  on 
the  defendants'  notes  is  a  holder  for  value,  and  is  entitled  to 
recover  the  amount  of  the  notes,  unless  the  sum  which  they 
were  given  to  secure  has  been  paid,  in  which  case  the  plaintiffs 
would  have  no  title  to  them.  If  the  debt  has  been  paid  only 
in  part,  the  plaintiffs  would  be  limited  to  the  balance  due, 
because  the  transfer  of  the  notes  was  intended  to  cover  the  sum 
loaned,  and  the  notes  can  be  used  by  them  only  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  residuary  interest  would  be  in  the  Washington 
Marine  Insurance  Company,  if  it  had  not  gone  into  bank- 
ruptcy, which  placed  it  by  legal  effect  in  the  assignees  ap- 
pointed by  the  proper  authority.  Assuming  the  statement  to 
be  true  that  the  debt  mentioned  has  been  paid  all  but  $2,400, 
there  is  no  defense  to  this  action,  because  that  sum  is  in  excess 
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of  the  defendants'  notes.  The  plaintiflEs  being  liolders  for 
value,  no  equities  can  be  interposed  against  their  recovery 
growing  out  of  the  transactions  between  the  original  parties. 
In  this  action  for  the  reasons  assigned  the  defendants  can  have 
no  relief;  and  I  discover,  on  reflection,  no  mode  of  procedure 
for  indemnity  but  to  assert  their  right  to  a  distributive  share 
of  the  assets  of  the  Washington  Marine  Insurance  Company, 
as  its  creditors.  The  plaintifls  are  under  obligations  to  account 
for  the  proceeds  of  the  collaterals  which  were  deposited  with 
them,  and  I  am  inclined  to  the  opinion,  could,  on  a  proper 
application  of  the  defendants  and  others  occupying  the  same 
alleged  relation,  be  enjoined  from  paying  over  to  the  assignees 
in  bankmptcy  (unless  there  be  some  provision  in  the  bankrupt 
law  itself  to  the  contrary)  any  moneys  paid  by  them  in 
excess  of  the  plaintiffs'  debt  upon  obligations  fraudulently 
obtained  by  the  Washington  Marine  Insurance  Company,  if 
such  moneys  could  be  separated  from  the  bulk  of  the 
plaintife'  receipts.  A  court  of  equity  would  hold  them  for 
the  owners,  inasmuch  as  the  defense  which  would  be  valid 
against  the  company  was  unavailable  against  the  notes  in  the 
hands  of  the  plaintiffs  under  the  law  governing  negotiable 
instruments.  A  proceeding  to  accomplish  that  object  would 
require  the  presence  of  all  the  parties  connected  vnth  the  trans^ 
actions,  and  this  court  has  not  the  power  in  this  case  to  direct 
them  to  be  brought  in.  These  suggestions  are  made  in  answer 
to  the  proposition  of  the  counsel  for  the  defendants  that  there 
must  be  some  mode  of  giving  the  defendants  relief,  who  have 
not  only  the  defense  of  fraud  against  the  notes  but  a  counter 
claim  also  against  the  Washington  Marine  Insurance  Company. 
There  being  no  defense  to  this  action  and  no  means  of  indem- 
nifying the  defendants  herein,  their  motion  must  be  denied. 
The  plain ti£&  are  entitled  to  judgment. 

Motion  denied. 
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MuldowDOj  V.  Corney. 


Edward  J.  Muldowney  v.  John  Cornet. 

Supplementary  proceedings  cannot  be  sustained  on  the  return  of  a  marshal  to  an 
execution  issued  out  of  a  district  court.  The  act  of  1865  (chap.  400,  p.  788, 
§  2)  only  refers  to  process  issued  by  the  Marine  Court. 

Special  Term,  February^  1869. 

Motion  to  dismiss  supplementary  proceedings.  Judgment 
was  obtained  in  the  Fifth  District  Court  for  $72.50,  and  execu- 
tion issued  thereon  to  a  city  marshal,  who  returned  the 
execution  wholly  unsatisfied.  These  facts  appearing  by  affi- 
davit, the  court  granted  an  order  requiring  the  defendant  to 
appear  before  a  referee,  and  be  examined  under  section  292  of 
the  Code.    The  defendant  moved  to  dismiss  the  proceedings. 

Brady,  J. — The  act  of  1865,  page  738,  amendatory  of  the 
act  of  1862,  by  section  3,  provides  that  the  return  of  a  marshal 
to  any  process  issued  by  any  justice  of  the  Marine  Court,  and 
directed  to  him  for  service  or  execution,  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  the  return  of  a  sheriff  to  process  issued  out 
of  courts  of  record.  There  is  no  such  provision  in  respect 
to  the  return  of  a  marshal  upon  an  es^ecution  issued  out  of  the 
district  courts.  If  the  execution  upon  a  judgment  in  one  of 
those  courts  is  issued  or  returned  therefore  before  any  transcript 
is  filed  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  county  by  which  such 
judgment  becomes  a  judgment  of  this  court,  no  proceedings 
supplementary  can  be  predicated  of  such  return.  By  sectiou 
292,  the  order  in  such  proceedings  must  be  based  upon  the 
return  of  an  execution  issued  to  the  sheriff,  where  the  order  for 
examination  is  not  merely  in  aid  of  the  execution  still  outstand- 
ing. The  statute  must  be  strictly  followed,  and  as  there  is  no 
provision  of  law  by  which  the  return  of  a  marshal  to  the 
execution  issued  out  of  a  district  court  shall  have  the  same 
force  and  effect  as  the  return  of  a  sheriff  to  process  issued  out 
of  a  court  of  record,  no  proceeding  supplementary  can  be  sus- 
tained on  such  a  return.  The  order  granted,  therefore,  must 
be  discharged.     Ordered  accordingly. 
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Union  Paper  Collar  Company  v.  Metropolitan  Collar  Company. 

Union    Papee    Collar    Company  v.  Metropolitan  Collar 

Company. 

Where  fiicts  and  circamstanceB  are  shown  which  warrant  a  presumption  that  ft 
book  or  document  sought  contains  evidence  which  will  prove  or  tend  to  prove 
some  &ct8  which  the  party  applying  has  to  establish,  the  application  for  a  dis- 
coYery  should  be  granted : 

IfeUf  therefore,  in  an  action  to  restrain  an  infringement  of  a  trade  mark,  that  the 
defendants  were  entitled  to  an  order  for  the  inspection  of  the  plaintifEs'  books,  it 
appearing  by  affidayits  that  snch  books  were  likely  to  show  that  the  trade 
mark  bad  not  become  the  symbol  of  a  well-known  and  valuable  article  of  mer- 
cbandise,  and  that  the  plaintifib  were  not  the  prior  users  of  the  trade  mark. 

Special  Term,  February^  1869. 

Motion  by  defendants  for  leave  to  inspect  the  plaintiifs^ 
books. 

The  action  was  brought  to  restrain  the  infringement  of  a 
trade  mark.  The  plaintiffs  claimed  to  establish  their  right  to 
the  trade  mark  by  reason  of  priority  of  appropriation  and  of 
the  reputation  acquired  by  sales  of  their  goods  thereunder. 
The  defendants  claimed  that  the  plaintiffs  were  not  the  first  to^ 
appropriate  the  trade  mark,  and  that  they  had  never  intro- 
duced their  goods  under  the  said  name  in  any  market,  or  ever 
sold  any  goods  under  the  said  name,  unless  in  very  trifling 
quantities  and  at  merely  nominal  prices,  and  that  the  said 
sales  were  not  made  for  the  purpose  of  profit  but  merely  to 
avoid  a  forfeiture  of  the  charter  of  the  plaintiffs'  for  non-user, 
and  that  they  are  not  now,  and  never  had  been,  engaged  in  the 
business  of  manufacturing  and  selling  collars,  and  that  the 
entries  in  the  plaintiffs'  books  will  establish  the  fact  as  to  their 
alleged  prior  use  and  introduction  of  the  alleged  trade  mark. 

Blatchfcrd^  Seward  <&  Oriswold^  for  plaintiffs. 
Spring  <&  Weimore,  for  defendants. 

Brady,  J. — I  consider  the  case  of  Zeferts  v.  BrampUm 
(24  Howard  Pr.  257),  decided  by  the  general  term  of  thifr 
court,  conclusive  of  the  defendants'  right  to  the  inspection 
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Casper  Welz  v.  George  W.  Niles. 

^demanded.  In  that  case  it  was  heldi  that  if  facts  and  circum- 
;8tanee3  are  shown  which  warrant  a  presumption  that  the  book 
or  document  sought  contains  evidence  which  will  prove,  or  tend 
.to  prove^  some  fact  which  the  party  applying  has  to  establish, 
the  application  for  a  discovery  should  be  granted.  In  this 
ccase,  if  the  defendants  can  prove  by  the  plaintiffs'  books  that 
the  Union  collar  was  not  sufficiently  distributed  by  sales  to 
have  acquired  any  value  as  an  article  of  merchandise,  it  cannot 
;be  said  that  such  fact  may  not  tend  to  establish  their  defense,  in 
connection  with  proof  of  their  use  of  the  trade  mark  at  or  about 
the  same  time.  It  would  not  be  absolute  proof  against  the 
plaintiffs'  claim,  but  would  tend  to  affect  it  to  the  advantage 
of  the  defense  interposed  in  this  action  which  is  twofold  : 

1.  That  the  trade  mark  had  not  become  the  symbol  of  a 
paper  collar  well  known  and  valuable  as  an  article  of  mer- 
^chandise. 

2.  That  the  defendants  have  the  right  to  such  mark  by 
-prior  or  cotemporaneous  use  and  sales  by  which  their  mann&c- 
,ture  became  their  celebrity  and  valuable. 

Order  granted. 


Caspee  Welz  v.  George  W.  Niles  and  another. 

"The  court  inU  restrain,  by  injanctloii,  the  execution  of  a  Yoid  warrant  iasned  In 
Bommary  proceedings  for  the  recovery  of  hind,  it  appearing  that  the  party  ia 
whose  favor  the  warrant  was  issued  was  irresponsible,  and  the  plaintiff  had, 
therefore,  no  adequate  remedy  at  kw,  in  case  of  the  execution  of  such  warrant 

Special  Term,  March^  1869. 

Motion  to  dissolve  injunction. 

The  action  was  brought  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  ex- 
*  ecu  ting  a  warrant  issued  September  1,  1868,  in  certain  sum- 
..marj  prpceedings  to  recover  possession  of  demised  premises^ 
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Caspar  Welz  v.  George  W.  NUes. 

had  before  the  city  judge.    A  preliminary  injunction  waa 
granted,  which  the  defendants  moved  to  vacate. 

George  W.  NUes^  for  the  motion, 

James  H.  Whitelegge^  opposed. 

Barkett,  J. — The  proceedings  of  June  13,  1868,  and  of 
September  1,  1868,  were  void.  In  neither  instance  did  the 
allied  tenancy  expire  upon  the  day  when  the  summons  was 
issued,  nor  upon  the  preceding  day.  The  summons  in  each 
case  should,  therefore,  have  been  made  returnable  in  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  five  days  (Laws  of  1868,  chap.  828^ 
§  1).  Even  if  the  September  proceeding  had  been  instituted 
upon  the  day  when  the  tenancy  terminated,  it  was  still  irregu- 
lar and  void,  in  that  the  summons  was  not  made  returnable 
after  12  M.  and  before  6  P.  M.  {Id.) 

The  execution  of  a  warrant  based  upon  such  proceedings 
would  be  an  act  of  trespass,  which  the  plaintiff  charges  would 
work  irreparable  injury,  and  for  which  he  has  no  adequate  legal 
remedy.  Again,  he  stated  in  his  afiSdavit  that  the  defendant, 
Niles,  is  irresponsible,  and  this  is  nowhere  denied.  The  answer 
denies  all  the  averments  in  the  complaint,  but  this  statement  is 
not  made  in  the  complaint.  It  is  found  in  the  plaintiff's  affi- 
davit, and  the  defendants'  opposing  affidavit  fails  to  notice  it. 
Thus  we  have  a  threatened  trespass  by  an  irresponsible  defend- 
ant, the  infliction  of  which,  it  is  charged,  would  work  irrepara- 
ble injury  and  which  could  not  be  adequately  redressed.  Under 
such  circumstances  the  injunction  should  be  retained. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  other  point.  The  delay  in  prose- 
cuting the  action  has  not  been  unreasonable,  and  the  defendants 
have  it  in  their  power  to  place  it  upon  the  calendar  and  to  move 
it  when  reached.  This  objection  is  also  fully  met  by  the  affi- 
davit of  the  plaintiff's  attorney,  and  especially  by  the  statement 
of  his  inability  to  discover  the  defendants'  attorney  and  the  in- 
formation which  he  received,  and  which  is  wholly  unexplained, 
that  the  name  of  such  attorney  is  assumed  by  the  defendant, 
Niles. 

The  motion  must  be  denied,  with  costs. 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


174  COUET    OP    COMMON   PLEAS. 


Riker  v.  The  Mayor  Ac,  of  New  York. 


John  H.   Kikeb   and    others,  v.  The   Mayor,  Aldermen, 
AND  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

The  commiflrioners  of  eBtimate  and  assessment  appointed  in  a  proceeding  to  open 
a  street  in  the  city  of  New  York  have  no  anthority  to  impose  any  condition  to 
be  performed  by  the  owners  of  lands  taken  prior  to  payment  to  them  of  the 
awards  made.  The  statute  (Laws  of  1818,  ch.  86,  §  178)  mider  which  sadi 
commissioners  are  created,  being  summary  in  its  nature,  should  be  strictly  ooo- 
stmed. 

The  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the  commissioners  by  the  Supreme  Court,  in  a 
particular  case,  though  conclusiTe  in  reference  to  all  acts  which  the  oonunia- 
sioners  had  the  power  to  perform,  is  not  so  as  to  matters  beyond  their  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Trial  before  the  court  without  a  jury. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiffs  to  recover  $2,996, 
the  difference  between  the  awards  for  certain  lots  taken  in  the 
opening  of  Seventy-fourth  street,  and  the  assessments  for  benefit 
to  adjoining  lands  arising  from  the  opening  of  the  street.  The 
defendants  claimed  that  the  awards  were  made  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  the  buildings  on  the  lots  taken  should  be 
removed  therefrom,  that  the  removal  of  such  buildings  was  a 
condition  precedent  to  the  payment  of  the  award,  that  the 
plaintiffs  had  been  requested  to  remove  the  building  and  im- 
provements on  the  lots,  but  had  not  done  so.  On  admitted 
facts,  the  action  was  tried  before  the  court  without  a  jury.  It 
was  admitted  that  on  one  of  the  three  lots  taken  there  was  a 
stone  building,  which  was  built  thereon  prior  to  1807,  when 
Seventy-fourth  street  was  first  authorized  to  be  laid  out  on  the 
map  or  plan  of  the  city,  that  the  commissioners  of  estimate  and 
assessment  reported  that  any  buildings  on  the  lots  would  be  re- 
quired  to  be  removed  therefrom,  that  the  plaintiffs  have  never, 
since  the  confirmation  of  the  report,  claimed  any  estate  in  the 
lots,  nor  ever  refused  to  surrender  the  same  to  the  defendants, 

4&C. 

Judgment  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiffs,  with  opinion,  as 
follows : 

Zee  <&  Alvordj  for  plaintiffs. 
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Riker  v.  The  Mayor  Ac.  of  New  York. 

Richard  O^Oormcm  ds  John  K.  Hackett^  for  defendants. 

Brady,  J. — Statutes  authorizing  summary  proceedings,  and 
by  which  extraordinary  power  is  given  to  courts  or  officers  are 
to  be  strictly  construed.  (Sedgwick  on  Stat'y  and  Con'l  Law, 
347,  351 ;  Striker  v.  Kdly,  2  Denio,  330 ;  Eing  v.  The  Mayor, 
dsc.,  36  N.  Y.  182 ;  EiU  v.  Mohawk  <&  Evdaon  B.  R.  Co.,  7 
N.  Y.  152.)  The  commissioners  of  estimate  and  assessment, 
appointed  in  a  proceeding  to  open  a  street,  are  created  by  such 
statutes  as  those  referred  to,  and  they  have  no  other  powers 
than  those  expressly  conferred.  They  are,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  1813,  chap.  86,  §  178,  to  make  a  just  and  equit- 
able estinnate  and  assessment  of  the  loss  and  damage,  if  any, 
over  and  above  the  benefit  and  advantage  to  the  respective 
owners  of  the  land  required  for  the  purpose.  They  have  no 
authority  to  impose  any  condition  to  be  performed  by  him, 
prior  to  payment  to  the  person  to  whom  an  award  is  made 
{Em  V,  MohoAJok  <&  Evd^on  R.  R.  Co.,  supra).  When  they 
assume  to  do  it,  they  act  without  jurisdiction,  and  their  award, 
so  &r  as  it  is  conditional,  cannot  be  upheld.  The  confirmation 
of  their  report  by  the  Supreme  Court,  though  conclusive  in 
reference  to  all  acts  which  the  commissioners  had  the  power 
to  perform  {King  v.  The  Mayor,  dko.,  supra),  is  not  so  as  to 
matters  of  which  they  had  no  authority.  Neither  the  Su- 
preme Court,  nor  the  consent  of  the  parties  interested, 
could  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  commissioners.  When  the 
Legislature  provided  that  the  confirmation  of  the  report  of  the 
commissioners  should  be  final  and  conclusive  upon  all  persons, 
it  was  with  reference  to  the  powers  conferred,  and  with  knowl- 
edge of  the  legal  construction  placed  upon  similar  statutes,  that 
none  beyond  the  power  given  could  be  exercised.  The  com- 
missioners have  an  abstract  duty  to  perform,  clearly  stated  and 
easily  understood,  which  must  be  performed,  to  be  final,  in  the 
manner  prescribed,  and  to  the  extent  only  which  is  expressly 
defined.  The  plaintiffs  are,  for  these  reasons,  entitled  to  judg- 
ment. 

Judgment  for  plaintiffs. 
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Bishop  y.  Baxter. 


Eleanor  F.  Bishop  v.  Patrick  Baxter. 

Id  an  action  for  the  recoyery  of  personal  property,  under  the  Code  of  Procedure, 
a  claim  (Code,  §  216)  was  interposed  on  behalf  of  a  third  person,  by  his  agent, 
who  made  oath  that  he  was  duly  authorized  to  make  the  claim  and  required 
affidavit:  £Md,  that  such  claim  and  affidavit  might  be  made  by  the  agent  on 
behalf  of  his  principal 

Special  Term,  July,  1869. 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  possession  of  personal  prop- 
erty on  which  the  plaintiff  had  made  a  reqnisition  on  the  sheriff 
to  take  possession.  A  claim  was  made  upon  the  sheriff  under 
§  216  of  the  Code,  in  the  name  of  a  third  person,  as  owner  of 
the  property.  The  necessary  aflSdavit  was  made  by  the  father 
of  the  third  person,  the  latter  being  absent  from  the  State,  the 
affidavit  averring  the  agency  of  the  father,  &c. 

The  plaintiff  now  moved  for  an  order  compelling  the  sheriff 
to  deliver  the  property  to  her,  which  the  sheriff  had  refused  to* 
do  unless  indemnified. 

Zewis  S.  Thomas^  for  the  motion. 

R.  W.  Townsend^  opposed. 

/ 

Brady,  J. — This  motion  must  be  denied.  The  statnte,. 
Code,  §  216,  is  designed  for  the  protection  of  the  sheriff,  and 
when  a  claim  of  title  is  made  by  any  person  other  than  the  de- 
fendant or  his  agent,  to  the  property  in  dispute,  the  plaintiff 
must  indemnify  the  sheriff.  Such  claim  may  be  interposed  by 
the  third  person  as  an  agent  on  his  behalf.  In  this  case  the 
claim  is  interposed  through  the  agent  of  the  third  person,  but 
such  agent  swears  that  he  is  duly  authorized  to  do  what  he  has 
done.  There  is  no  summary  way  of  investigating  the  truth  or 
hona  fdes  of  the  alleged  agency  or  claim.  The  statute  is  im- 
perative. When  a  claim  is  interposed,  the  sheriff  is  entitled  to 
indemnity.    To  hold  that  such  a  claim  could  not  be  set  up  by 
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Jones  ▼.  Diederioh. 

an  agent  of  a  third  party,  wonld  be  to  strictly  construe  a  reme- 
dial statute,  and  which  would  be  in  hostility  to  well  established 
rules  of  construction.  The  doctrine  oi  facit  per  aUum  facit 
per  96  applies  to  the  section  of  the  Code  already  mentioned,  and 
the  claim  therein  allowed  to  be  made,  may  be  put  in  by  an 
agent.  The  statements  made  in  the  plaintiff's  deposition  mili- 
tate against  the  good  faith  of  the  agent's  acts,  and  make  the 
construction  given  to  the  section  under  consideration  a  seeming 
hardship.  The  plaintiff,  however,  gave  sureties  when  the  action 
was  commenced,  and  they  would  doubtless  be  satisfactory  to  the 
sheriff  on  the  subject  of  indemnity. 

Motion  denied* 


Anna  O.  Jones  v.  Cabolute  Diedebioh  and  Levy  Cohen. 

The  pl^ntiff,  under  the  apprehension  that  her  husband  would  be  taken  to  prison 
under  an  order  of  arrest  issued  against  him  on  the  application  of  the  defend- 
ants, executed  a  chattel  mortgage  on  her  property  to  the  defendants.  There 
being  some  doubt  as  to  the  yididity  of  the  claim  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
mortgage  was  made:  Udd,  that  the  court  will  enjoin  the  defendants  from  dispos- 
ing of  the  mortgage  or  interfering  with  the  mortgaged  property  until  the 
bearing  of  the  action. 

Spboial  Tebm — November^  1869. 
Motion  to  continue  an  injunction. 

The  action  was  brought  to  set  aside  a  chattel  mortgage 
given  by  the  plaintiff  and  her  husband  to  the  defendants  in 
settlement  of  an  action  brought  by  the  defendant,  Diederich, 
against  the  plaintifi^s  husband,  to  prpcure  the  discharge  of  an 
order  of  arrest  issued  against  him  in  that  action. 

Ferdina/nd  Kurzman^  for  plaintiff. 

M.  D.  Lapaugh,  for  defendant,  Cohen. 

Sbady,  J. — ^The  mortgage  was  executed  by  the  plaintiff 
Voi^  m.— 12 
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Jones  T.  Diederidi. 

under  the  apprehension  that  her  husband  would  be  taken  to 
prison  by  virtue  of  the  process  issued  against  him  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  defendant,  Caroline  Diederich.  This  fact  appears 
from  the  papers  read  on  behalf  of  the  defendant  The  truth- 
fulness of  the  cause  of  action  on  which  such  process  was  ob- 
tained is  denied  by  the  plaintiff's  husband,  and  although  the 
evidence  shows  that  he  may  have  admitted  his  guilt,  yet  for 
the  purposes  of  such  an  action  as  this  it  is  sufficient  if  there 
exist  any  doubt  of  the  validity  of  the  claim  for  tlie  payment  of 
which  the  mortgage  was  made.  The  appeal  was  made  to  the 
plaintiff  by  her  husband  to  execute  the  mortgage  and  she 
refused,  but  when  it  was  said  that  her  husband  must  get  ready 
to  depart,  her  resolution  was  overcome  and  she  yielded  to  what 
seemed  to  be  a  necessity,  and  through  fear  that  her  husband 
would  be  imprisoned.  I  am  quite  aware  that  this  case  is  in 
some  respects  not  as  strong  as  similar  cases  in  which  courts 
have  interposed  to  shield  a  woman  from  acts  of  a  kindred  char- 
acter (see  Eadie  v,  Shumer^  26  N.  T.,  p.  1),  but  the  general 
rule  is  that  the  appropriation  of  property  by  a  wife  to  save  her 
husband  from  imprisonment  must  be  obtained  under  circum- 
stances which  leave  no  doubt  either  of  the  validity  of  the  claim 
against  her  husband,  or  the  full  consciousness  on  her  part  of 
the  effect  of  her  own  deed.  The  injunction  must  therefore  be 
continued  until  the  hearing  of  this  case.  This  decision  is  made 
vrtthout  prejudice  to  the  defendant's  right  to  apply  for  further 
security,  if  the  undertaking  on  which  the  injunction  was 
granted  is  deemed  to  be  insufficient. 

Ordered  accordingly. 
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Michael  Caaboll  v.  Michael  Coughlin  and  John  Smith. 

It  is  a  general  principle  that  where  a  power  is  conferred  by  statute,  there  arises 
by  implication,  when  the  statute  is  silent  on  the  subject,  the  necessary  author- 
ity to  make  it  effectual. 

In  a  case,  therefore,  where  it  is  proyided  by  statute  (the  Meohanicif  Lien  Law, 
Lam  of  1868,  Oh.  600),  that  the  owner  of  premises  against  which  a  mechanic's 
lien  is  filed  may  institute  proceedings  to  terminate  the  lien,  by  service  of  notice 

^  on  the  lienor  to  appear,  Ac,  though  the  statute  does  not  expressly  declare  what 
shall  be  the  effect  of  the  lienor's  failure  to  appear  on  the  day  named  in  the 
notice,  the  court  will  look  at  the  Intention  of  the  l^slature  and  wiU  grant  a 
judgment  terminating  the  lien. 

Hdd,  further,  that  the  owner  of  property  who  denies  the  yalidity  of  a  lien  filed 
against  it^  will  not  be  required,  in  order  to  terminate  the  lien,  either  to  make 
the  deposit  of  money  as  provided  by  section  10  of  the  act,  or  to  await  the 
action  of  the  lienor,  for  the  year  within  which  the  latter's  right  to  foreclose  is 
restricted,  but  he  may  at  any  time  serve  notice  of  an  application  to  exempt  the 
property  from  the  lien. 

Special  Term — Novernber^  1869. 

Motion  by  the  owner  of  property  to  exempt  the  same  from 
certain  mechanics'  liens. 

The  liens  were  filed  during  the  month  of  September,  1869, 
and  in  October,  1869,  the  owner  served  on  the  lienors  a  notice 
that  an  application  wonld  be  made  to  a  judge  of  this  court  for 
an  order  or  judgment  exempting  the  property  from  any  claim 
on  account  of  the  liens.  The  motion  was  granted  with  the  fol- 
lowing opinion. 

Stomley^  Lomgddl  <&  Brovm,  for  the  motion. 

Bradt,  J. — It  is  provided  by  section  4  of  the  act  of  1863, 
to  secure  the  payment  of  mechanics'  liens  (Laws  1863,  p.  859), 
that  any  person  or  persons  having  filed  a  notice  of  lien,  may  in 
ten  days  thereafter  institute  a  proceeding  to  enforce  or  fore- 
close the  lien,  and  any  owner  or  other  person  interested  may 
also  commence  such  proceedings,  &g.  The  proceedings  shall 
be  commenced  (§  5)  by  a  notice  stating  the  Ijens  and  times  of 
filing,  and  be  served  upon  all  persons  having  filed  notices  of 
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Hen  at  the  place  by  them  designated,  requiring  them  to  appear 
in  court  at  a  day  and  hour  named,  which  notice  shall  be  served 
ten  days  before  the  time  specified  (except  those  acquiring  after 
liens)  ?  and  within  ten  days  after  such  service,  each  party  shall 
file  in  court  or  with  the  clerk  a  brief  statement  of  his  claim, 
and  any  party  interested  may,  in  five  days,  state  his  objections 
to  such  claim,  &c.  These  sections,  as  we  have  seen,  provide 
that  the  owner  may  initiate  the  proceeding  to  terminate  the 
lien  upon  his  property  by  the  service  of  a  notice  upon  the 
lienors,  who  have  ten  days  after  service  thereof  to  file  in  court 
a  brief  statement  of  their  claims,  and  the  object  of  the  sections 
fs  to  restrict  the  right  of  the  lienors  to  commence  an  action 
within  one  year  after  the  filing  of  the  lien,  which  they  may  do, 
unless  the  owner  compels  them  to  begin  at  an  earlier  period. 
The  latter  proposition  results  from  the  construction  to  be 
placed  upon  §  10,  which  provides  for  the  manner  in  which 
liens  may  be  discharged,  and  which,  by  the  third  subdivision, 
declares  that  it  may  be  accomplished  by  an  entry  of  an  order 
to  discharge  the  same  by  any  judge  of  a  court  of  record,  made 
on  due  proof  that  one  year  has  elapsed ;  that  no  action  or  pro- 
ceeding has  been  had  on  such  lien,  and  a  certificate  of  the 
clerk  that  no  notice  of  such  proceeding  has  been  filed  with  him. 
By  section  7  it  is  provided  that  in  case  the  parties  notified  shall 
neglect  to  appear  and  object  or  insist  on  any  claim,  the  court 
may  take  the  proofs  and  determine  the  equities  of  the  parties, 
&c. ;  and  by  section  10  (4th  subdivision),  to  which  reference 
has  already  been  made,  it  is  provided  that  a  lien  may  be  dis- 
charged by  a  judgment,  or  docket  of  a  judgment,  exempting 
such  property  after  ten  days  have  elapsed  and  no  appeal  has 
been  taken  therefrom.  If  the  owner  can  initiate  the  proceed- 
ings and  cannot  terminate  the  lien,  then  the  power  conferred 
is  an  absurdity,  which  we  cannot  say  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  l^slature  to  enact.  It  is  a  general  principle  that  where  a 
power  is  conferred  by  statute  there  arises  by  implication,  when 
the  statute  is  silent  on  the  subject,  the  necessary  authority  to 
make  it  effectual.  It  is  not  expressly  declared  by  the  act 
under  consideration  what  shall  be  the  effect  of  a  failure  of  the 
lienor  to  appear  and  file  a  statement  of  his  claim,  on  the  day 
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named  in  a  notice  from  the  owner,  bnt  thfe  sections  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  show  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  be  that  the  owner  shall  possess  the  right  to  compel  a  speedy 
determination  of  the  validity  of  a  lien  filed  against  his  prop- 
erty, which  the  lienor  should  not  retard  simply  because  he 
chooses  for  any  reason  to  delay  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
year  given  him  to  enforce  his  lien.  The  reason  for  such  a  con- 
struction of  the  statute  is  obvious,  and  it  is  that  the  lien  being 
an  incumbrance  upon  the  property,  affecting  its  value,  and  also 
a  cloud  upon  the  title,  should  not  be  permitted  to  remain,  if 
unauthorized  by  the  facts,  one  moment  beyond  the  time  neces- 
sary to  determine  in  a  legal  mode  its  validity.  It  is  my  opin- 
ion, therefore,  that  under  sections  4,  5, 7  and  10,  to  which  refer- 
ence has  been  made,  considered  together  in  regard  to  the  rights 
of  the  owner  secured  by  their  provisions,  the  owner  may  serve 
notice  on  the  lienors  to  appear,  and  if  they  fail  to  appear  and 
file  a  statement  of  their  claims  within  the  time  prescribed, 
the  court  before  which  the  lienors  are  cited  to  appear  may,  on 
proof  of  service  of  the  notice  and  the  failure  ^of  the  lienors 
stated,  direct  a  judgment  exempting  the  property  from  their 
liens,  in  the  language  of  section  10,  heretofore  recited.  Upon 
a  careful  consideration  of  this  subject  I  am  unable  to  discover 
any  reason  against  this  construction  of  the  sections  referred  to, 
assuming  them,  for  the  sake  of  the  argument,  to  be  of  extremely 
doubtftd  import  upon  the  question  stated.  The  lienors  are 
required,  after  personal  service  of  the  notice,  to  file  their  claims, 
and  abundant  time  is  given  for  that  purpose.  If  they  neglect 
to  do  what  is  required,  it  involves  no  more  serious  consequences 
than  the  failure  to  answer  a  summons  served  in  twenty  days, 
and  thereby  permitting  judgment  to  be  taken,  or  to  do  any 
other  act  which,  by  law,  must  be  performed  within  a  given 
period.  It  is  also*  eminently  just  that  the  owner  who  denies 
the  validity  of  a  lien  shall  not  be  required  for  a  whole  year  to 
await  the  action  of  the  lienor,  and  keep  his  property  subject, 
during  that  time,  to  the  caprice  of  the  latter.  It  is  true  that 
the  owner  may  relieve  his  property  of  the  lien  by  depositing 
the  amount  to  the  credit  of  the  lien,  with  the  clerk  where  the 
lien  is  filed  (§  10),  but  the  owner  should  not  be  compelled  to 
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do  that,  unless  the  statute  is  imperative  that  he  cannot,  in  any 
other  mode,  procure  the  discharge  of  the  lien.  My  views  are, 
as  ab-eady  stated,  that  either  owner  or  lienor  may  be  the  proe- 
ecuting  party,  and  that  in  either  proceeding  a  judgment  may 
be  rendered,  whether  the  party  served  appears  or  not. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


Jambs  K^  Sfbatt  v.  John  Nicholson. 

The  remedy  of  the  owner  of  |>remi8efl  against  which  a  mechanic's  lien  is  filed,  to 
remove  and  discharge  the  lien,  is  by  a  motion,  on  notice  to  the  lienors  under 
statnte,  and  not  by  an  action  in  eqnity :  Held,  therefore.  In  an  action  by  an 
owner  against  a  Honor,  to  remore  snch  a  lien,  that  a  demurrer  to  the  complaint 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  state  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of 
action,  will  be  sustained. 

Special  Term,  JDecemberj  1869. 

MonoK  for  judgment  on  demurrer. 

This  action  was  brought  to  obtain  judgment  that  two  of 
three  liens  on  the  property  of  the  plaintiff  be  removed  and 
discharged  of  record. 

The  complaint  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  was  the  owner  of 
certain  houses  in  this  city^  on  which  the  defendant  had  done 
certain  work;  that  the  defendant  had,  under  the  Mechanics' 
Lien  Law,  filed  three  notices  of  mechanics'  lien  during  the 
months  of  January  and  Tebruary,  1869,  on  the  said  houses  for 
the  same  work ;  that  proceedings  had  been  commenced  by  the 
defendant  to  foreclose  the  last  of  said  liens,  but  that  no  pro- 
ceedings had  been  commenced  to  foreclose  the  two  first  liens, 
and  demanded  judgment ;  that  said  two  first  liens  be  removed 
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and  discharged  of  record.  The  defendant  demmred  to  the 
complaint  on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action  against  the  defendant. 

Henry  D.  Brennan^  for  plaintiff. 
Oeo.  W.  Stevmsy  for  defendant.  • 

Bbady,  J. — ^Having  decided  that  under  the  lien  law  of 
1863  (  Vide  Carroll  v.  Coughlm^  amie  p.  179),  an  owner  may 
compel  the  lienor  to  proceed  with  his  lien,  and  if  he  fails  to  do 
BO,  the  court  may,  by  judgment  in  such  proceeding,  exempt  the 
property  affected  from  its  operation,  it  must  be  held  that  the 
demurrer  interposed  in  this  case  was  well  advised.  The  ques- 
tion, however,  which  otherwise  would  be  presented,  had  not 
been  passed  upon  in  any  adjudicated  case  when  the  demurrer 
herein  was  argued ;  and  as  this  is  an  action  in  equity  purely, 
and  one  which  seemed  necessary  to  give  the  plaintiff  relief,  I 
think  the  costs  to  be  allowed  the  defendant,  judgment  being  in 
his  favor  on  the  demurrer,  should  be  limited  to  $10. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


Gasoline  H.  Danxlesssn  ^.  Thomas  L.  Bbatnabb. 

The  execution  and  delivery  to  the  plaintiff  of  a  written  order  hy  a  third  party, 
addressed  to  the  defendant^  directing  the  latter  to  pay  oyer  to  tlie  plaintiff 
certain  prize  moneys  colleoted  for  his  acooant  from  the  United  States  goyem- 
ment  by  the  defendant:  Hdd,  sufficient  to  transfer  the  equitable  title  to  the 
plaintiff  so  as  to  entitle  him  to  maintain  an  action  against  the  defendant  for  the 
money. 

Ho  particular  form  of  words  is  necessary  to  create  an  equitable  assignment. 
Any  language  which  indicates  a  clear  intention  to  appropriate  the  fund  is  suffi- 
cient 

The  iiact  that  the  money  in  defendants  hands  was  prize  money  collected  from  the 
gOTemment  does  not  inyaMdate  the  aqpignment,  under  the  act  of  Congrew 
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(Aefc  of  Febnuffy  8«,  1868),  in  ndatloa  to  «angiiiiieii\B  of  certain 
dtims  agunrt  the  United  States  goyermnent 

Spbcial  Tsbm,  DeeembeTy  1869. 

'    Motion  for  jadgment  on  demnrrer  to  the  complaint. 

The  complaint  allied  that  the  defendant  was  employed  as 
a  claim  agent  by  one  Griffiths,  a  gnnner  in  the  United  States 
Navy,  to  collect  certain  prize  moneys  from  the  government ; 
that  said  Griffiths  had  assigned  all  his  rights  in  the  moneys  to 
be  collected  to  the  plaintiff,  and  had  given  her  an  order  on  the 
defendant  as  follows :  ^^  Please  pay  to  Mrs.  Caroline  M.  Dan- 
klessen,  of  78  James  street,  my  prize  money  due  me  as 
gunner's  mate  of  the  R.  B.  Cnyler  when  she  captured  the 
steamer  Kate  Dale,  Eugene,  Sea  Lion,  Hanter,  &c.,  when  yon 
receive  said  prize  money  from  the  United  States  government 
New  York,  November  10,  1863.  Wm.  Griffiths,  gunner." 
That  the  defendant  collected  the  money  from  the  government, 
but  detained  the  same,  and  refused  to  account  to  the  plaintiff 
therefor,  &c. 

The  defendant  demurred  to  the  complaint  on  the  grounds: 
1st.  That  the  plaintiff  had  not  legal  capacity  to  sue ; 
2d.    That  the  complaint  did  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action. 

J".  D.  BUUngSy  for  the  motion. 
Sewell  ds  Piercey  opposed. 

Bbady,  J. — ^In  this  case,  the  order  or  draft  upon  which  the 
action  is  based  is  an  equitable  assignment.  No  particular 
form  of  words  is  necessary  to  create  such  an  instrument.  Any 
language  indicating  a  clear  intention  to  appropriate  the  fiind 
will  effectuate  the  object  (Willard's  Eq.  Juris,  pp.  462,  468, 
and  cases  cited).  The  plaintiff  having  the  equitable  title  may 
maintain  the  action  {Hastmge  v.  MoEirdeyy  1  E.  D.  Smith, 
273).  There  is  nothing  in  the  act  of  Congress  of  February  26, 
1853,  to  which  the  defendant  referred  on  the  argument  which 
affects  this  question.  The  plaintiff's  right  to  maintain  this 
action  is  founded  upon  an  assignment  of  money  in  the  de- 
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fendant's  hands,  which  he  collected  from  the  United  States  for 
the  assignor,  and  is  not  the  assignment  therefore  of  a  claim 
against  the  United  States.  The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judg- 
ment on  the  demnrrer.  Ordered  accordingly,  with  leave,  how- 
ever, to  the  defendant  to  answer  in  twenty  days,  on  payment  ot 

costs. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


Joseph  MoOlone  v.  Mast  Ann  Goodwin  and  othebs. 

Bhice  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1847  (Laws  of  1847,  chap.  480),  a  tenant  in  com- 
mon of  a  Tested  remainder  in  real  estate  may  institute  an  action  for  the  parti- 
tion of  the  estate,  notwithstanding  there  is  a  tenant  for  life  of  the  whole  estate 
in  possession. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  has  jorisdiction  of  an  action  for  the  partition  of  real 


Special  Tebh,  Decemler^  1869. 

HonoN  for  judgment  on  a  demnrrer  to  the  complaint. 
The  action  was  bronght  for  the  partition  of  real  property. 
The  defendant  Mary  Ann  Goodwin  was  the  oWner  of  a  life 
estate  in  the  premises  sought  to  be  partitioned,  and  was  in  the 
actual  possession  'thereof.  The  defendant  James  Goodwin 
was  seized  of  an  undivided  five-sixths  part  of  said  premises  iu 
fee,  subject  to  the  life  estate  of  Mary  Ann  Goodwin.  And  the 
defendants  James  Walsh  and  the  plaintiff  were  each  seized  of 
an  undivided  one-twelfth  part  in  the  premises  in  fee,  subject  to 
the  same  life  estate. 

Stephen  J.  Colahany  for  the  motion,  relied  on  Bldkdey  v. 
Cidder  (16  N.  Y.  617). 

S.  B.  NdUey  opposed,  cited  Fleet  v.  Dcrland  (11  How.  Pr. 
489). 
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Brady,  J. — I  consider  the  opinion  of  Chief  Jnstice  Denio 
in  JBlakdey  v.  Caleder  (16  N,  T.  623),  in  which  ComBiock, 
Selden,  and  Paige,  J.  J.,  concnrred,  entitled  to  a  controlling 
influence  on  the  question  presented  in  this  case.  It  is  quite 
clear,  whatever  may  have  been  the  views  entertained  prior 
thereto,  that  the  act  of  1847,  alluded  to  in  the  opinion,  declared 
in  effect  that  a  partition  may  be  made  where  there  exists  a 
tenancy  for  life  to  the  whole  estate,  and  provides,  as  well,  that 
the  commissioners  shall  allot  to  such  tenant  his  share  thereof 
without  reference  to  the  duration  of  such  estate,  and  make 
partition  of  such  share  and  allot  the  same  to  the  parties 
respectively,  who  shall  be  entitled  to  the  remainder  thereof,  ac- 
cording to  their  respective  rights  therein  whenever  in  the 
opinion  of  the  commissioners  it  can  be  done  without  prejudice 
to  the  rights  of  the  parties  (Laws  1847,  ch.  430,  §  6).  It  is 
true,  as  suggested  by  Justice  Denio,  that  if  the  estate  cannot 
be  partitioned  among  the  remaindermen  so  that  a  sale  must 
take  place,  the  court  must  consider  and  determine  whether, 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  life  estate  shall  be 
excluded  from  the  sale,  and  the  remainder  alone  sold,  or 
whether  the  whole  life  estate  and  remainder  shall  be  sold.  It 
is  not  necessary,  however,  to  pursue  this  subject  further.  If 
the  court  has  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  the  demurrer 
must  be  overruled — the  ultimate  judgment  to  be  given  not 
being  under  consideration  at  present.  This  court,  as  already 
guggested,  may  entertain  an  action  of  partition  although  there 
is  a  tenant  for  life  of  the  whole  estate,  such  tenant,  as  in  this 
case,  being  made  a  party  to  the  proceedings.  The  case  of 
Fleet  V.  Borland  (11  How.  Pr.  489)  is  in  conflict  with  the 
views  herein  expressed,  but  that  decision  rests  upon  the  lan- 
guage of  the  first  section  of  the  Eevised  Statutes  in  relation  to 
the  partition  of  lands  (2  Eev.  Stat.  317,  §  1),  and  the  effect  of 
statute  of  1847  upon  it,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  con- 
sidered by  the  learned  justice  who  decided  that  case.  When, 
however,  the  case  of  Blakdey  v.  Colder  was  decided  at  the 
general  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  (13  How.  Pr.  477),  the 
same  justice  having  considered  the  statute  of  1847,  declared  the 
converse  of  his  first  proposition,  and  said  ^^  an  existing  admitted 
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life  estate,  therefore,  although  covering  the  whole  premises, 
does  not  prevent  the  remainderman  from  being  deemed  in  pos- 
session within  the  meaning  of  the  law."  In  this  opinion, 
Mitchell  and  Davies,  J.  J.,  concurred.  The  plaintiff  is  en- 
titled to  judgment  on   the  demurrer.    The  defendants  may 


answer  over  in  twenty  days. 


Ordered  accordingly. 


;Patriok  Fox  v.  Joseph  S.  Peudebt. 

A  bailee  for  hire  of  a  cbattel  is  bonnd  to  use  ordinary  care  is  Us  use,  and  if  it  is 
injured  while  in  hie  poeBeeeion,  he  must  show  how  the  injary  happeaed,  or  if 
unable  to  do  that,  must  ahow  that  he  ezercised  snch  a  degree  of  care  in  respect 
to  the  chattel  aa  to  overoome  any  presnniption  that  the  iigury  occnrred  by  rea- 
aon  of  the  want  of  ordinary  care  and  diiigence  on  his  part 

If,  in  the  case  of  a  bailment,  the  evidence  warrants  the  condnsion  that  the  traoa* 
action  was  not  a  hiring  bnt  a  gratnitona  loan  for  a  specified  time,  it  is  not  error 
for  the  oonrt  to  charge  the  jury  that  the  keeping  of  the  chattel  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  for  which  the  loan  was  made  and  after  demand  by  the  bailor, 
was  a  oonyerdon.  So  Add  in  an  action  for  negiig^ce,  by  reason  of  which  the 
chattel  was  injured. 

The  retnm  of  a  chattel,  loaned  or  hired,  and  its  acceptance  by  the  bailor,  is  not 
a  bar  to  the  latter^s  action  against  the  bailee  to  recoyer  damages  for  an  injnry 
to  the  chattel 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine 
Court,  entered  on  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages  for  an  injury  to 
the  plaintiff's  mare,  by  reason  of  the  defendant's  negligence. 
The  complaint  alleged  the  loan  of  the  mare  by  the  plaintiff  to 
the  defendant,  but  the  answer  denied  the  loan  and  the  negli- 
gence, and  averred  that  the  mare  had  been  hired  by  the  plaint* 
iff  to  the  defendant. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  defendant,  desiring  to  hire 
a  horse  for  use  in  his  business,  applied  to  the  plaintiff  for  one, 
bnt  the  latter  had  but  one  horse  which  he  could  spare  at  the 
time.    This  horse  he  consented  to  let  the  defendant  have  for 
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temporary  ase,  on  condition  that  it  should  be  returned  by  noon 
of  that  day.  No  agreement  was  had  as  to  any  price  for  the  use 
of  the  horse.  The  defendant  failed  to  return  the  horse  at  the 
time  agreed  on,  though  requested  to  do  so,  but  retained  posses- 
sion until  the  morning  of  the  fourth  day.  On  the  previous 
evening,  while  standing  in  defendant's  stable,  the  horse  had 
been  seriously  injured  by  running  a  nail  into  one  of  his  feet, 
and,  when  returned  to  the  plaintiff,  was  worthless. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  defendant  kept  a  general  hard- 
ware store  in  the  Eighth  avenue,  and  that  one  of  his  men,  Peters, 
drove  the  horse  for  two  days,  delivering  goods  in  a  wagon  in  the 
morning  and  going  down  town  for  goods  in  the  afternoon.  Iron^ 
small  goods,  general  hardware,  and  sometimes  nails  were  car- 
ried in  the  wagon,  and  when  the  horse  was  put  up  at  night,  the 
wagon  was  left  standing  in  front  of  the  store.  The  floor  of  the 
stable  had  been  repaired  about  a  week  before  the  accident  with 
new  boards,  and  outside  of  the  stable  a  few  old  pieces  of  lumber 
were  lying  around.  The  witness,  Peters,  was  asked,  "Was 
there  any  nails  lying  around,  or  hardware  ? ''  which  he  did  not 
answer  categorically ;  but  replied,  "  "We  do  not  use  any  hard- 
ware there."  The  stable  was  upon  Slst  street  near  the  Eighth  ave- 
nue, and  the  defendant's  hardware  store  was  upon  the  Eighth  ave- 
nue, between  50th  and  51st  streets.  The  horse  was  put  in  the 
stable  at  night,  at  the  end  of  the  second  day,  and  was  not  then 
lame,  but,  in  the  language  of  the  witness,  "  Was  all  right." 
He  put  her  in  the  stable  and  bedded  her  dowp  with  straw, 
which,  as  he  testified,  he  got  from  a  feed  store ;  but  the  plaint- 
iff testified  that  Peters  told  him  that  he  put  some  straw  under 
her  which  he  got  from  the  defendant's  hardware  store.  When 
Peters  went  to  the  stable  in  the  morning,  he  found  the  horse 
standing  upon  three  feet,  and  when  he  went  to  feed  her,  he 
found  she  could  not  stir.  She  had  a  rusty  sixpenny  nail  in  her 
foot,  which  the  horseshoer  found  had  penetrated  to  the  cofiSn  of 
the  foot,  an  injury  so  serious  that  he  advised  the  plaintiff  to 
shoot  the  animal,  telling  him  that  ninety-nine  horses  out  of  a 
hundred  were  not  good  for  anything  afterward.  The  plaintiff 
testified  that  Peters  told  him  that  it  was  from  the  straw  which 
he  had  brought  from  the  defendant's  hardware  store,  that  the 
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mare  took  the  nail,  which  Peters,  when  on  the  stand,  denied 
that  he  had  said.  On  discovering  the  accident,  he  drew  the 
nail  ont,  and  the  horse  was  returned  to  the  plaintiff. 

The  court  charged  the  jury  that  if  they  were  satisfied  that 
the  horse  had  simply  been  loaned,  and  that  it  was  to  be  returned 
at  a  specified  time,  then  that  the  keeping  of  the  horse  by  de- 
fendant, after  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  the  loan  was 
made,  was  a  conversion ;  but  that  if  they  were  satisfied  that 
the  transaction  was  a  hiring,  then  they  must  also  be  satisfied 
that  the  defendant  did  not  exercise  ordinary  care  with  regard 
to  the  horse.  The  court  iurther  charged  that  the  return  of  the 
horse«  and  its  acceptance  by  the  plaintiff,  was  not  a  waiver  of 
the  plaintiff's  right  of  action,  but  that  they  might  consider  that 
fact  on  the  question  of  damages. 

The  jury  rendered  a  verdict  for  the  value  of  the  horse.  The 
defendant  appealed. 

Cooper  <b  Roe^  for  appellant. 

Stephen  D.  Stephens^  Jr.^  and  Oeorge  Shea^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Coubt. — ^Dalt,  F.  J. — ^Assuming  as  the  testimony 
would  seem  to  warrant,  that  this  was  a  bailment  for  hire,  the 
defendant  was  bound  to  ordinary  care  and  diligence,  and  if  the 
horse  was  injured  wliilst  in  his  possession,  the  obligation  was 
upon  him  to  show  how  the  injury  happened ;  and  if  unable  to 
do  that,  to  show  that  he  exercised  that  degree  of  care  of  the 
animal  which  would  overcome  any  presumption  that  the  injury 
occurred  from  the  want  of  ordinary  care  and  diligence  on  his 
part  {Arent  v.  Squire^  1  Daly,  847). 

It  is  apparent  upon  the  evidence,  that  the  injury  must 
have  happened  in,  or  in  the  vicinity  of,  the  defendant's  stable. 
If  the  mare  was  uninjured  when  the  witness,  Peter,  left  her,  it 
must  have  occurred  in  the  stable.  As  the  floor  of  the  stable 
had  been  newly  laid,  some  of  the  old  nails  of  the  former  floor 
may  have  been  lying  about,  or  a  rusty  nail  attached  to  the  old 
pieces  of  lamber  which  were  lying  around,  outside  of  the 
stable,  may  have  penetrated  the  mare's  foot  as  she  was  brought 
into  the  stable ;  or  if  the  straw,  which  composed  her  bed,  had 
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been  brought  from  the  hardware  store,  the  nail  which  entered 
her  foot  may  have  been  in  that.  The  accident  may  have 
occurred  from  any  one  of  these  causes,  and  the  existence  of  any 
one  of  them  would  warrant  the  jury  in  finding  that  there  was  a 
want  of  ordinary  care  and  diligence  on  the  part  of  defendant 
The  judge  told  the  jury  that  if  they  were  satisfied  from  the 
evidence  that  it  was  a  bailment  for  hire,  that  then  they  must 
be  satisfied,  aifirmatively,  that  the  defendant  did  not  exercise 
ordinary  care  in  the  charge  of  the  animal,  which  was  charging 
as  strongly  in  the  defendant's  favor  as  he  was  entitled  to. 

If  the  evidence  warranted  the  conclusion  that  this  was  a 
gratuitous  loan,  then  the  judge  was  justified  in  stating  to  the 
jury  that  if  the  horse  was  loaned  for  a  specified  time,  and  at 
the  end  of  that  time  a  demand  was  made  for  it,  then  it  was  a 
conversion.  The  plaintiff  testified  that  he  told  the  young  man 
when  he  gave  him  the  mare,  that  she  had  to  work  that  night, 
and  that  he  must  bring  her  back  at  twelve  o'clock ;  that  she 
was  not  brought  back  at  the  time,  and  that  he  went  and  saw 
the  defendant,  and  being  told  that  she  was  down  town,  that  he 
said  to  the  defendant  that  she  must  be  home  by  four  o'clock,  as 
she  had  to  go  out  with  the  sweeping  machine.  It  then  became 
the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  return  her  before  that  time,  for  at 
four  o'clock  the  bailment  was  at  an  end,  and  the  detaining  of 
her  after  that  time,  against  the  plaintiff's  consent,  was  a 
wrongful  act.  She  was  not  returned  at  that  hour,  but  on  the 
contrary  the  defendant  used  her  the  whole  of  the  next  day. 
He  kept  her  in  fact  until  the  fourth  day,  and*  then  returned 
her  disabled  and  useless.  This  was  clearly  a  conversion 
{BryamJt  v.  Warddl^  2  Exchq.  E.  479 ;  Put  v.  Bowstemej  T. 
Baym.  R.  472 ;  Lashmere  v.  Topiady^  2  Vent.  170 ;  Lucom  v. 
TrumHyall,  15  Gray,  310 ;  Porter  v.  FosUr^  7  Shep.  391 ;  Rip- 
Uy  V.  DdUer,  6  Id.  382 ;  HaH  v.  Skinner,  16  Verm.  138 ; 
Spericer  v.  PUcher,  8  Leigh.  565 ;  HoreUy  v.  Branch,  1  Hump. 
199 ;  BuUas  N.  P.  46 ;  1  Danv.  Abm.  21).  The  action  was  not  for 
a  conversion,  but  for  loss  and  injury  arising  through  the  defen- 
dant's negligence ;  and  it  was  through  his  negligence  and  want 
of  diligence  in  not  returning  the  horse  when  the  bailment  was 
at  an  end,  that  the  injury  arose  in  the  way  that  it  did,  for  had 
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the  animal  been  returned  at  the  time  specified,  it  would  not 
have  happened  {Joknean  y.  Weedmatij  4  Scam.  495). 

Nor  was  there  any  error  in  instructing  the  jury  that  the 
plaintiff's  right  of  action  was  not  waived  by  his  accepting  the 
animal  when  it  was  brought  back  to  him ;  that  the  circum- 
stance merely  went  in  mitigation  of  damages  {Murray  v.  Bur- 
Unffy  10  Johns.  176 ;  S^.  John  v.  (yOanneUy  7  Port.  466).  « If 
a  man  ride  my  horse,"  says  Justice  Bnller,  ^^  I  may  have  an 
action  against  him,  for  the  riding  is  a  conversion,  and  the  rede- 
livery will  only  go  in  mitigation  of  damages "  (BuUer's  ilTm 
Priue,  p.  46). 

The  judge's  comment  upon  Peter's  testimony  was  warranted 
by  the  evidence.  As  he  was  the  one  that  drove  the  defendant's 
wagon,  it  had  some  bearing  upon  the  defendant's  and  his  own 
statement  that  the  plaintiff  loaned  the  defendant  a  bay  horse, 
the  plaintiff  having  testified  that  he  never  loaned  or  gave  the 
defendant  any  other  than  the  gray  mare ;  that  the  defendant 
never  had  two  horses  from  him  either  at  different  times  or  at 
the  same  time.  The  other  exceptions  taken  are  disposed  of  in 
the  observations  already  made. 

The  judgment  should  be  aflirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


William  Kiefeb  v.  Danisl  Winkens,  and  Italie,  his  Wife, 

AND  OTHEBS. 

A  party  to  a  decree  of  foreclosure  and  sale,  who  has  parted  with  his  interest 
sabaeqnent  to  the  commencement  of  the  suit,  but  prior  to  the  entry  of  the  de- 
cree, cannot,  in  hia  own  right,  maintain  an  appeal  from  the  decree.  He  is  not 
"a party  aggrieyed,"  within  the  meaning  of  section  826  of  the  Code  of  Pro* 
cedare.  But  where  his  wife,  who  is  also  a  party  to  the  suit,  still  has  an  in- 
choate right  of  dower  in  the  subject  of  the  suit,  he  may  unite  with  her  in  such 
an  appeal. 

The  defendants,  Daniel  Winkens  and  wife,  having  appealed 
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to  the  General  Term  of  this  Court  from  a  judgment  entered  in 
this  action,  this  motion  is  made  to  dismiss  that  appeal. 

C.  Bambridge  Smithy  for  motion. 

Otto  Meyer^  opposed. 

By  the  Coubt — ^Van  Bbunt,  J. — This  action  was  com- 
mencedfor  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  upon  certain  prem- 
ises of  which  the  defendant,  Daniel  Winkens,  was  the  owner. 
Subsequently,  but  before  any  decree  was  entered  in  this  action, 
the  said  Daniel  A^nkens  conveyed  all  his  right,  title  and 
interest  therein  to  John  Sedgwick,  assignee  in  bankruptcy,  and 
he  was  duly  made  a  party-rdefendant.  Such  proceedings  were 
had  in  the  action,  that  a  decree  of  foreclosure  and  sale  was 
entered,  from  which  the  defendants,  Winkens  and  wife, 
appealed  to  the  General  Term  of  this  Court,  and  this  motion 
is  now  made  to  dismiss  that  appeal  upon  the  ground  that 
they  had  no  interest  to  be  protected  by  an  appeal. 

The  only  questions  necessary  to  be  considered  on  this  ap- 
plication are :  Ist,  whether  a  party  to  a  decree  of  foreclosure 
and  sale,  who  has  parted  with  his  interest  subsequent  to  the 
commencement  of  proceedings,  but  prior  to  the  entry  of  such 
decree,  can  appeal  therefrom ;  and  2nd,  whether  a  wife,  who 
has  only  an  inchoate  right  of  dower,  which  is  .attempted  to 
be  foreclosed,  can  appeal  ? 

Section  825  of  the  code  is  very  general  in  its  terms.  It 
declares,  that  ^^  any  party  aggrieved  may  appeal  in  the  cases 
prescribed  in  this  title."  It  has  long  been  well  settled,  how- 
ever, that  a  person  having  no  interest  in  the  subject-matter  in 
dispute,  cannot  be  a  party-litigant.  In  the  case  now  before  us, 
therefore,  Daniel  Winkens,  having  parted  with  all  his  interest 
in  the  subject-matter  of  the  decree  by  a  conveyance  to  an  as- 
signee in  bankruptcy,  before  the  entry  of  the  decree  of  fore- 
closure, was  for  the  purposes  of  this  appeal,  a  mere  stranger, 
uninterested  in  the  event  of  the  action.  His  interest  having 
ceased,  he  was  not  affected  or  "aggrieved"  by  such  decree. 
All  power  of  appeal  as  to  him  ceased  with  such  interest. 
{lieid  V.  Vanderheydeuy  6  Cow.  719.) 
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We  now  come  to  the  consideration  of  the  second  question, 
whether  Mrs.  Winkens  has  a  right  to  prosecute  an  appeal  be- 
cause of  her  inchoate  right  to  dower  in  the  premises  in 
question.  We  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  she  has  such  a 
right  She  was  a  necessary  party  to  the  action.  Unless  she 
was  made  such  a  party,  her  inchoate  right  of  dower  would  have 
attached  to  the  premises,  even  in  the  hands  of  a  purchaser 
under  the  decree  in  this  action.  In  case  a  surplus  should 
arise  npon  the  sale  of  these  premises,  after  payment  of  the 
amounts  required  to  be  paid  by  the  decree  herein,  she  could 
cause  one-third  part  thereof  to  be  paid  into  Court,  to  await 
the  event  of  her  husband's  life ;  and  in  case  she  should  survive 
her  husband,  she  would  be  entitled,  as  long  as  she  should  live, 
to  receive  the  income  upon  this  one-third  of  the  surplus.  How, 
then,  can  it  be  said  that  she  has  no  interest  in  the  event  of  this 
action  ? 

Mrs.  Winkens  is,  therefore,  as  we  have  seen,  a  necessary 
party  to  the  decree,  and  the  language  of  the  code  is,  "  Any 
party  aggrieved  may  appeal."  Now,  if  the  appellants  shall 
succeed,  as  in  this  application  we  may  assume  that  they  wiD, 
in  showing,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  appeal,  that  the  Referee 
erred  in  giving  the  judgment  which  he  did,  by  which  her  in- 
choate right  of  dower  is  barred  from  ever  attaching  to  the  es- 
tate of  her  husband,  or  that  the  Referee  has  reported  as  due 
upon  the  mortgage  more  then  he  should  have  done,  by  which 
the  surplus  arising  upon  the  sale  is  diminished,  the  wife  is  cer- 
tainly "  aggrieved  "  by  such  judgment,  and  is  entitled  to  have 
it  reviewed  by  a  higher  tribunal. 

Though,  as  we  have  seen,  Daniel  Winkens  cannot  appeal  in 
his  own  right,  yet  as  the  subject-matter  affected  by  the  de- 
cree from  which  the  appeal  is  taken,  is  not  the  separate 
property  of  the  wife,  and  as  she  cannot,  by  herself,  appeal,  her 
hoeband  has  properly  joined  in  the  appeal  taken  on  her  behalf. 
The  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  must  be  denied. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


Vol,  m.— 18 
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Fbank  Lsslib  v.  Sabah  Ann  Leslib. 

While  the  plaintiff  in  am  action  may  generally  discontinue  the  same  as  a  matter 
of  coarse  and  ex-parie,  on  the  payment  or  tender  of  statutory  costs,  yet  where 
the  defendant  has  acquired  some  fixed  right  in  the  course  of  the  action,  wluch 
a  disoontinuanoe  would  impair  or  destroy,  he  cannot  do  so  without  the  ksTe  of 
the  Court,  and  upon  notice: 

ffeld,  therefore,  that  in  an  action  for  diyoroe  the  plaintiff  camiot  discontinue  upon 
the  payment  or  tender  of  costs  without  leave  of  the  Court  or  complying  with  a 
previous  order  made  in  the  action,  requiring  him  to  pay  a  fixed  sum  to  the  de- 
fendant as  alimony  and  counsel  fee. 

I 

Appeal  from  an  order  yacating  an  order  of  discontinuance. 
The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opinion. 

John  MeKeoUy  for  appellant. 

Andrew  Board/mwa^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Couet — ^Van  Britnt,  J. — ^This  action  was  brought 
by  a  husband  against  his  wife  on  charges  of  adultery,  made  by 
the  plaintiff  and  denied  by  the  defendant 

The  defendant  moved,  pendente  lite^  for  alimony  and  a 
counsel  fee,  and  by  order  of  the  Court  alimony  at  $50  a  week 
from  the  commencement  of  the  suit  and  a  counsel  fee  of  $500 
were  granted. 
,  From  this  order  the  plaintiff  appealed  to  the  general  term, 
and  the  order  was  affirmed  thereat  on  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1869.  The  plaintiff,  thereupon,  on  the  24th  day  of  May,  1869, 
entered  an  order  ex^arte  of  discontinuance  and  tendered  costs. 
The  defendant  moved  to  vacate  the  last-mentioned  order,  which 
motion  was  granted  and  an  order  entered  to  that  effect.  This 
appeal  is  taken  from  the  order  vacating  the  order  of  discontin- 
uance. 

The  only  question  necessary  to  consider  upon  this  appeal, 
is  whether  the  plaintiff  has  an  absolute  right  to  enter  an  order 
of  discontinuance  upon  the  payment  or  tender  of  statutory 
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costs  alone,  without  complying  with  an  existing  order  of  the 
Court,  made  in  the  action,  imposing  upon  him  the  obligation 
of  paying  to  the  defendant  a  fixed  sum  as  alimony  and  a  coun- 
sel fee. 

The  familiar  practice  of  entering  an  ex-parte  order  of  dis- 
continuance upon  the  payment  or  tender  of  costs  has  received 
the  sanction  of  the  courts  in  cases  where  no  other  right  than 
the  right  to  costs  has  accrued  to  the  defendant  or  adverse  party. 
As  the  Court  would  always,  under  those  circumstances,  grant 
such  an  order,  there  is  no  objection  to  allowing  the  plaintiff  to 
enter  it  eayparte. 

,It  is  still,  however,  by  leave  and  order  of  the  Court  that  a 
plaintiff  is  allowed  to  discontinue. 

Upon  this  appeal  the  respondent  claims  that  the  plaintiff 
can  insist  upon  such  an  order  as  a  matter  of  right  only  upon 
the  condition  of  satisfying  all  the  acquired  rights  of  the  adverse 
party  in  the  action. 

In  the  great  majority  of  cases,  the  only  right  of  a  defendant 
in  an  action  before  judgment  is  the  right  to  costs,  but  where  a 
defendant  has  acquired  a  further  right  in  the  course  of  the 
action  by  the  order  of  the  Court,  as  an  order  or  judgment  made 
during  the  progress  of  the  action  directing  the  payment  of 
money,  as  in  this  case,  a  different  question  is  presented.  It  then 
may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  plaintiff  can  discontinue,  and 
thus  deprive  a  defendant  of  her  rights  under  that  order,  with- 
out leave  of  the  Court  upon  due  notice. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  by  the  order  granting  alimony  and  coun- 
sel fee  the  defendant  acquired  a  fixed  right  against  the  plaintiff 
and  a  discontinuance  without  complying  with  that  order  would 
prejudice  the  defendant  and  defeat  that  right,  a  result  so  mate- 
rial that  it  would  seem  unjast  now  to  deny  her  the  interposition 
of  the  court  to  save  her  vested  rights  from  the  effect  of  the 
action  of  the  plaintiff. 

All  proceedings  of  any  party  to  an  action  are  under  the 
control  and  supervision  of  the  Court,  from  its  commencement 
to  its  final  termination.  The  Court  has  the  power  to  impose 
such  duties  or  obligations  upon  any  party  in  the  course  of  the 
action  as  justice  and  the  practice  of  the  Court  may  require,  and 
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it  will  not  permit  a  plaintiff  upon  whom  Buch  an  obligation  has 
been  imposed  to  depart  from  BUch  control  without  complying 
with  the  requirements  of  its  orders  in  that  respect,  except  upon 
its  own  consent  upon  notice. 

In  such  a  case,  the  plaintiff  should  make  application  for 
special  leave  to  discontinue,  and  it  should  appear  on  that  appli- 
cation that  such  discontinuance  would  ^^work  no  practical 
wrong  to  the  defendant."  {Cookie  v.  Underwood^  1  Abb.  Pr. 
1;  Seaboard  €&  Roanoke  R.  R.  v.  Ward,  1  Abb.  Pr.  46.)  It 
would  then  be  the  right  and  duty  of  the  Court,  before  giving 
its  consent  to  a  discontinuance,  to  see  that  the  defendant  suf- 
fered in  no  substantial  right  by  the  plaintiff  leaving  the  Court. 

The  rule  has  been  well  stated  by  Daniells  in  his  Chancery 
Practice,  and  was  commented  upon  at  the  special  term  with 
approval, — "that  where  there  has  been  any  proceeding  in  the 
case  which  has  given  the  defendant  a  right  against  the  plaint- 
iff, the  plaintiff  cannot  dismiss  his  bill,  of  course"  (Daniells'  Ch. 
Pr.  p.  731,  5th  London  ed.) 

AH  the  English  decisions  so  elaborately  cited  by  the  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  are  not  inconsistent  with  that  rule  and  within  its 
spirit.  The  same  principle  has  also  been  repeatedly  recognized 
in  American  cases. 

While  the  general  rule  here  undoubtedly  is  that  the  plaint- 
iff has  a  right  to  discontinue  his  action,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
on  the  payment  or  tender  of  costs,  yet  the  Court  recognizes  the 
same  exception  mentioned  by  Daniells,  that  where  from  the 
state  of  the  pleadings,  or  the  proceedings  in  the  cause,  the  ad- 
verse party  has  acquired  some  fixed  or  substantial  right  in  the 
course  of  the  action  which  a  discontinuance  would  impair  or 
destroy,  such  circumstance  controls  that  right,  and  the  plaintiff 
is  no  longer  entitled  to  enter  his  order  of  discontinuance,  as  of 
course,  upon  the  payment  or  tender  of  costs  only,  and  without 
leave  granted  upon  due  notice.  {GocJde  v.  Underwood^  supra; 
Cooke  V.  Beach^  25  How.  Pr.  358.)  Indeed  we  can  find  no  case 
where  a  plaintiff  has  been  allowed  to  discontinue  his  suit  upon 
payment  of  costs  merely,  where  an  adverse  party  has  acquired 
any  absolute  right  in  the  action  which  will  be  destroyed  or  im- 
paired by  such  discontinuance. 
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If  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  had  a  right  to  discontinae  npon 
the  tender  or  payment  of  costs  alone,  there  wonld  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  mode  of  discontinuance  by  an  ex-paaie  motion  or  an 
ex-pa/rte  order  entered  with  the  derk,  bnt  from  the  view  we 
have  taken  it  is  evident  that  he  had  no  snch  right.  Such  an 
order  would  affect  a  substantial  right  already  vested  in  the 
defendant  by  an  order  of  the  Court,  and  operate  not  only  to 
impair  but  actually  to  defeat  that  right.  It  is  therefore  mani- 
festly improper  that  the  plarotiff  should  be  permitted  to  destroy 
the  defendant's  vested  right  to  the  alimony  and  counsel  fee 
granted  by  the  Court,  and  thus  practically  nullify  an  order  of 
the  Court  made  in  his  own  suit,  and  after  he  had  voluntarily 
subjected  himself  to  its  jurisdiction  and  control. 

The  order  appealed  from  must  be  affirmed  with  costs. 

Order  affirmed. 


Walter  N.  Wood  akd  William  Lange  x.  Mbs.  J.  F.  San- 

OHET. 

To  T«^^<^^"  an  action  against  a  married  woman  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  it 
must  not  only  appear  that  she  has  separate  property,  or  that  she  carries  on  a 
trade  or  business  on  her  separate  account,  bnt  that  either  (1)  she  contracted  the 
debt,  aa  the  agent  of  her  hnsband  for  the  support  of  herself  and  children,  or 
(2)  that  the  goods  were  sold  to  her  with  reference  to  her  separate  trade  or  busi- 
ness, or  (8)  that  fshe  intended  to  charge  her  separate  estate  with  the  debt,  or  (4) 
that  the  consideration  went  to.  the  direct  benefit  of  her  separate  estate. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Eighth  Dis- 
trict Court. 

The  action  was  brought  for  goods  sold  and  delivered  to  the 
defendant,  and  the  answer  was  a  general  denial,  and  that  de- 
fendant was  a  married  woman.  It  did  not  appear  that  the 
plaintiffs  knew  that  the  defendant  was  married,  or  that  she  had 
any  separate  estate,  or  that  the  goods  were  for  the  benefit  of  her 
separate  estate.    On  the  conclusion  of  plaintiffs'  case,  the  de- 
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fendant's  counsel  moved  for  a  dismissal  of  the  complaint,  on 
the  ground  that  defendant  was  a  married  woman,  and  could 
not  make  a  contract^  which  was  denied,  and  judgment  given  for 
the  plaintiffs.    The  defendant  appealed  to  this  court. 

TT.  J.  JSttUeTf  for  appellants. 
y  for  respondents. 

Bt  the  Codet. — ^LoEW,  J. — ^I  do  not  see  how  this  judgment 
can  be  sustained. 

The  evidence  on  the  trial  established  the  fact — ^which  was 
not  disputed — that  the  defendant,  at  the  time  the  debt  was  con- 
tracted, was,  and  still  is,  a  married  woman. 

At  common  law  a  married  woman  could  not,  as  a  general 
rule,  make  a  valid  contract  to  bind  either  herself  or  her  hus- 
band, but  in  certain  cases  she  could  charge  her  separate  estate, 
and  so,  also,  her  separate  property  could  be  charged,  when  the 
debt  was  contracted  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate. 

The  Legislature  has,  however,  greatly  enlarged  the  power  of 
married  women,  and  Afeme  covert  may  now  make  a  valid  and 
binding  contract  in  relation  to  her  separate  real  and  personal 
property,  and  also  in  regard  to  any  trade  or  business  that  she 
may  carry  on  (Laws  of  1848,  chap.  200;  Laws  of  1849,  chap. 
876;  Laws  of  1860,  chap.  94;  Laws  of  1862,  chap.  172; 
Young  v.  Gori^  13  Abb.  Pr.,  13  note ;  Barton  v.  Beer^  21 
How.  Pr.  309 ;  Ahiey  v.  Beyo,  44  Barb.  374).  But  in  the  case 
under  consideration  there  is  no  evidence  to  show  that  the  de- 
fendant has  any  separate  property,  or  that  she  carries  on  a  trade 
or  business  on  her  separate  account.  And  if  there  were,  in  order 
to  recover  judgment  against  the  defendant,  and  make  her  prop- 
erty liable,  it  would  have  to  appear  either — 1st,  that  she  con- 
tracted the  debt,  as  the  agent  of  her  husband,  for  the  support 
of  herself  or  her  children  ;  2d,  that  the  goods  were  sold  to  her 
with  reference  to  her  separate  trade  or  business;  8d,  that  she 
intended  to  charge  her  separate  estate  with  the  debt ;  or,  4th, 
that  the  consideration  went  to  the  direct  benefit  of  the  estate 
(Laws  of  1860,  chap.  90,  §  1 ;  Yale  v.  Dederer^  22  N.  T.  450; 
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WMU  V.  Story,  48  Barb.  124;  Owen  v.  Candey,  18  Abb.  Pr. 
13;  Margcm  y.  Andriot,  2  Hilt.  481). 

As  there  is  no  evidence  in  this  case  to  bring  it  under  either 
of  the  above  beads,  the  defendant  cannot  be  held  liable  for  the 
payment  of  this  debt,  and  the  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 


Mabt  Amsr  Hextby  v.  Jambs  W.  Fowlbb. 

The  plaintiff,  while  rick  and  in  expectation  of  death,  delivered  to  the  defendant, 
her  attorney,  a  negotiable  bond,  to  be  held  by  him  in  trust  for  the  nee  of  her 
BOD.  The  plaintiff  haying  recovered,  notified  the  defendant  that  Bhe  revoked 
the  t^st,  and  demanded  the  retom  of  the  seenrity.  In  an  action  brought  by 
the  plaintiff  for  d^moages  for  the  conversion  of  the  bond,  the  defendant  inter- 
posed an  answer:  (1)  that  he  held  the  bond  and  its  proceeds  npon  and  under  the 
tmst  created  by  the  plaintiff;  and  (2)  that  he  had  a  lien  upon  the  same  for 
services  as  plaintiffs  attorney :  Bdd,  that  it  being  shown,  on  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  answer  as  sham,  Uiat  the  defendant  had  sold  the  bond,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  had  notified  him  that  she  revoked  the  trusty  the  answer  was  sham  and 
irrelevant^  and  shonld  be  stricken  out.  The  defendant  should  show,  at  least, 
that  he  had  sold  the  bond  for  the  pnrpose  of  reinvesting  the  proceeds,  before 
receipt  of  the  nodce  of  revocation. 

Htid,  further,  that  an  attorney  has  no  lien  except  npon  such  papers  of  his  cUent 
as  haVe  come  into  his  hands  for  the  purpose  oi  business,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  his  profesrional  employment. 

A  trustee  has  a  lien  upon  the  estate  or  property  in  his  hands  for  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  him  in  the  discharge  of  his  trust,  but  not  for  other  services  in  no 
way  oonneoted  with  the  trust. 

Appbai.  by  the  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  special  term  deny- 
ing a  motion  to  strike  out  an  answer  as  sham  and  irrelevant. 
The  action  was  for  damages  for  the  conversion  of  a  United 
States  bond.  The  answer  alleged — Ist,  that  the  bond  had  been 
given  defendant  in  trust  for  certain  purposes ;  and,  2d,  that  the 
defendant  had  a  lien  on  the  bond,  for  professional  services,  to 
the  amount  of  $1,000.  A  motion  was  made  at  special  term  to 
strike  out  the  answer  as  sham  and  irrelevant,  and  on  the  hear- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200  COUET   OP   COMMON   PLEAS. 

Henry  t.  Fowler. 

ing  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiff,  being  sick  and  r^arding  her- 
self as  in  great  danger,  sent  for  her  attorney,  the  defendant, 
and  desiring  to  make  provision  for  a  son  by  a  former  marriage, 
was  advised  by  defendant  to  give  certain  securities,  including 
the  bond — for  the  conversion  of  which  this  action  was  brought 
— ^to  a  trustee,  to  hold  the  same  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the 
gon.  The  plaintiff  recovered,  and  finding  that  the  defendant 
had  sold  the  bond,  notified  him  of  the  revocation  of  the  trust 
by  herself  and  the  beneficiary,  and  demanded  the  return  of  the 
security.  The  defendant  claimed  that  the  revocation  had  been 
received  after  he  had  sold  the  bond  for  the  purpose  of  reinvest- 
ment, but  he  failed  to  show  how  he  had  invested  the  money 
received.  The  defendant  further  argued  that  an  order  of  the 
court  would  be  necessary  to  revoke  the  trust.  From  an  order 
denying  the  motion,  the  plaintiff  appealed  to  the  general  term. 

Davis  <b  EdadUy  for  appellants. 
The  respandervt  in  person. 

4 

By  the  Codet. — ^Dai-y,  F.  J. — This  motion  should  have 
been  granted.  The  answer  is  false  upon  the  defendant's  own 
showing.  It  avers  that  the  bond  mentioned  in  the  complaint, 
and  the  proceeds  thereof,  are  still  held  by  the  defendant,  upon 
and  subject  to  the  trusts  alleged  to  have  been  created  by  the 
plaintiff.  This  answer  was  sworn  to  on  the  18th  of  April, 
1869,  and  the  defendant  admits  in  his  afiidavit,  that  on  the 
25th  day  of  July,  1868,  he  sold  the  bond  to  Vermilyea  &  Co., 
a  fact  which  he  could  not  deny,  as  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Yer- 
milyea,  proving  the  fact,  was  used  by  the  plaintiff,  with  the 
other  affidavits,  upon  which  the  motion  was  made.  The  de- 
fendant swore  in  his  affidavit  that  he  sold  the  bond  to  Ver- 
milyea &  Co.  at  the  time  stated,  and  invested  the  proceeds  in 
other  securities,  but  does  not  state  what  securities  he  invested 
the  proceeds  in,  nor  does  he  name  any  one  of  them.  It  is 
difficult  to  conjecture  why,  in  the  fulfillment  of  such  a  trust,  it 
was  necessary  to  sell  a  registered  United  States  bond,  bearing 
interest,  unless  some  advantage,  benefit,  or  greater  security  to 
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the  trust  wab  to  be  obtained  thereby.  Not  only  is  no  reason 
given  for  changing  a  security  so  ample  and  secure  as  a  United 
States  bond  in  July,  1868  ;  but,  as  I  have  stated,  he  does  not 
disclose  what  the  new  securities  were  or  are,  a  very  material 
omission,  which  gives  rise  to  the  grave  suspicion  that  the  state- 
ment that  he  invested  the  proceeds  in  new  securities  is  untrue, 
when  it  is  taken  in  connection  with  the  false  statement  that  the 
bond  was  still  held  by  him,  when  the  answer  was  sworn  to,  and 
his  further  statement  that  he  gave  the  bond  and  the  other 
securities  to  Mr.  Halstead,  the  cashier  of  the  bank,  in  a  pack- 
age with  his  name  and  a  memorandum  of  the  contents  endorsed 
thereon,  for  sate  keeping,  and  that  they  remained  in  Mr.  Hal- 
stead's  custody  for  two  months ;  whereas  Mr.  H.  swears  that 
after  the  bond  was  delivered  to  the  defendant  by  him,  upon  the 
plaintiff's  order,  the  defendant  never  returned  it,  or  any  other 
security  to  him,  or  to  the  bank,  for  safe  keeping  or  otherwise, 
which  brings  the  defendant's  whole  statement  into  discredit. 
FdUus  in  v/no^fdUiis  in  omnihua. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  already  set  forth,  the  plaintiff's 
account  of  what  occurred  at  the  bedside,  when  she  was  lying 
in  immediate  expectation  of  death,  corroborated  as  it  was  by 
the  affidavits  of  two  disinterested  persons,  who  were  present, 
was  entitled  to  credit  as  against  the  account  given  in  the  de- 
fendant's affidavit,  which  was  sustained  only  by  the  affidavit  of 
the  notary,  who  was  not  present  when  the  order  upon  the 
bank,  for  the  bond,  was  obtained  from  the  plaintiff  by  the  de- 
fendant, and  whose  affidavit  of  what  occurred  in  his  presence 
is  very  guardedly  drawn,  being  limited  to  the  statement  "  that 
Mrs.  Henry  did  not  express  any  astonishment  or  alarm  at  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  assignments,  or  either  of  them,  or  of  said 
United  States  bond  for  thd  execution  of  such  payment  thereof, 
but  appeared  to  have  been  expecting  said  Fowler  with  said 
papers."  While  intended  to  have  that  effect,  it  does  not  meet 
and  deny  the  circumstantial  statement  sworn  to  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Smith,  who  give  not  only  the  incidents,  but  the  conversa- 
tion that  occurred  between  Mrs.  Henry  and  the  defendant. 
Nor  does  it  deny  what  the  plaintiff's  daughter  swore  to, 
that  the  plaintiff  said,  "  Mr.  Fowler,  if  I  recover,  you  will 
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return  all  these  papers  to  me,"  and  his  answer,  ^^  Certainly, 
Mrs.  Henry,  that  will  be  all  right."  At  best,  the  notary's  affi- 
davit is  bat  the  conclnsion  of  his  mind  that  she  did  not  express 
any  alarm,  that  she  appeared  to  have  been  expecting,  &c., 
which  it  is  always  very  safe  to  do  in  an  affidavit,  bat  is  not  an 
answer  to  detailed  circnmstances  and  actual  conversation  in 
other  affidavits.  If  the  notary  had  sworn  that  he  was  present, 
and  saw  and  heard  all  that  took  place,  and  then  avowed,  under 
oath,  that  what  was  sworn  to  by  Mrs.  Henry,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith,  and  by  Mr.  Hanford,  never  occurred,  and  was  false,  it 
would  have  the  effect  of  a  traversing  affidavit,  and  not  other- 
wise. 

But  in  addition  to  this,  if  the  trust  was  created  as  the  de- 
fendant states,  and  the  plaintiff  and  her  witnesses  deny,  it  was, 
'(Ipon  the  defendant's  own  showing,  a  trust  that  was  revocable. 
{Stary^s  Egyity  Jurisprudence^  §  1196,  §  972.)  It  was  volun- 
tary, without  consideration,  and  was  as  it  might  be,  revoked, 
before  the  beneficiaries  had  become  parties  to  it,  by  their  ex- 
press assent,  after  notice.  It  was  therefore  absolutely  gone. 
The  plaintiff  having  shown  that  she  had  revoked  it,  it  was  incum- 
bent upon  the  defendant,  in  answer  to  such  a  motion,  to  show 
by  his  affidavit  that  he  had  sold  the  bond  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
investment, before  he  had  any  notice  of  the  revocation  of  it  by 
the  plaintiff.  It  is  suggested  in  the  appellant's  points  that  he 
claimed  upon  the  motion,  that  his  affidavit  showed  this,  and 
that  upon  such  assumption,  the  judge  below  denied  the  plaintiff's 
motion.  If  that  were  the  ground  upon  which  Judge  Barrett 
denied  the  motion,  then  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  defend- 
ant's affidavit  shows  nothing  of  the  kind. 

The  second  defense  in  the  answer,  that  the  defendant  had 
rendered  professional  services  to  the  plaintiff,  and  for  these 
services  had  a  lien  upon  the  bond,  was  both  irrelevant  and 
sham.  An  attorney  has  no  lien  except  upon  such  pi^rs  of 
his  client  as  have  come  into  his  hands  for  the  purpose  of 
business,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  professional  employment 
{Stevenson  v.  BlacJdoch^  1  Maule  and  Selw.  535),  which  was 
not  the  case  here,  as  the  bond  came  into  the  defendant's  hands 
upon  his   own  statement  as  a  trustee,  and  he  could,  conse^ 
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qnentlj,  have  no  lien  upon  it  in  his  profeesional  character  as 
an  attorney.  A  trustee  has  a  lien  upon  the  estate  or  property 
in  his  hands  for  the  expenses  incarred  by  him  in  the  discharge 
of  his  trust  (  TT^wroZ?  v.  Harford^  8  Ves.  4) ;  but  not  for  other 
services  in  no  way  connected  with  the  trust.  The  answer  does 
not  set  up  any  lien  or  claim  for  expenses  incurred  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  trust;  but  a  claim  of  $1,000  for  services 
rendered  by  the  defendant  as  attoniey  and  counsellor-at-law  for 
the  plaintiff,  in  drawing  instruments,  conducting  various  suits 
and  proceedings  for  her  in  court,  giving  her  counsel  and  advice 
about  her  business,  and  for  money  laid  out  and  expended  on 
her,  in  and  about  the  same ;  for  which,  the  answer  avers,  he 
has  a  lien  upon  all  the  papers,  security  and  property  in  his 
hands,  belonging  to  her:  which  he  may  have,  but  not  upon  the 
bond  which  came  into  his  hands  in  his  alleged  capacity  as 
trustee,  and  for  the  commission  of  which  by  him,  this  action  is 
brought.  This  branch  of  the  answer,  like  the  other,  is  wholly 
irrelevant  and  sham. 

The  order  should  be  reversed,  the  answer  stricken  out,  and 
the  plaintiff  should  be  allowed  to  take  judgment,  which  is 
ordered  accordingly. 


James  Taloott  *o.  Felix  Eozbnbebg  Aia>  Moses  Lowenstein. 

To  justify  the  issaing  of  an  attachment,  on  the  ground  that  the  defendant  haa  dis- 
poeed,  or  la  about  to  diapoae,  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  his 
creditors,  it  is  sofficient  if  the  aflSdaTits,  upon  which  the  application  is  made, 
contain  allegati<»is  of  facts,  which  require  the  judge  to  exercise  his  judgment  in 
the  matter,  and  which  though,  not  conclusive,  yet  tend  legally  to  establish 
the  fraud. 

Where  it  appears  by  affidavit  that  when  the  goods  were  bought  for  which  the 
action  is  brought^  the  defendants  represented  themselves  to  be  worth  a  certain 
sum,  and  to  be  doing  a  cash  business ;  and  within  a  few  weeks  afterwards  de- 
clared that  they  had  no  money,  and  did  not  Imow  whether  they  were  solvent 
or  not;  audit  ftirther  appears  that  they  had  shipped  out  of  the  Statea  nearly 
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their  entire  stock  of  goods :  ffdd,  snffident  to  warrant  the  issue  of  an  attadi- 
ment 

The  SYth  s^.  of  the  Judiciary  Act  of  184Y  (Laws  of  1647.  chap.  280,  §  57),  de- 
claring that  no  process  of  a  court  of  record,  which  shall  be  subscribed  by  the 
party  or  his  attorney,  by  whom  it  is  issued,  except  such  as  shall  be  issued  by  the 
special  order  of  the  Court,  shall  be  deemed  void  or  Toidable  by  reason  of 
haying  no  seal,  applies  only  to  courts  of  record,  haying  genera]  jurisdiction, 
and  not  to  the  Marine  Court  of  the  City  of  New  York 

A  defect  that  can  be  waiyed  by  a  party  is  merely  an  irregularity,  whereas  if  it 
cannot  be  waiyed,  it  is  a  nullity,  and  renders  the  process  or  proceeding  m 
which  it  occurs  totally  null  and  yoid. 

Where  the  clerk  neglected  to  affix  the  seal  of  the  Court  to  an  attachment^  Sasoed 
out  of  the  Marine  Court  of  the  City  of  New  York :  Edd,  that  it  was  an  ir- 
regularity, which  could  be  amended  by  order  on  the  return  day. 

An  appellant  cannot  raise  a  point  or  insist  on  an  objection  hot  made  in  the  court 
below,  and  rely  upon  it  for  a  reyersal  of  the  judgment 

Where  an  attachment  was  issued  under  thp  act  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt 
(lisws,  1881,  chap.  300,  g  84),  and  the  sheriff  in  his  return  thereon  certified  that 
by  yirtue  of  the  attachment  he,  on  a  certain  day,  attached  the  property 
mentioned  in  an  inyentory  annexed  to  the  return ;  and  further,  that  he  serred 

a  copy  of  said  attachment  and  of  the  inyentory,  duly  certified  by  him,  on , 

one  of  the  defendants,  personally :  Hdd,  a  substantial  compliance  with  the 
statute. 

Afpsal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine 
Oonrt. 

The  action  was  for  goods  sold  and  delivered.  The  plaintiff 
applied  for  an  attachment  on  an  affidavit,  by  which  it  appears 
that  when  the  goods  were  porchased  by  the  defendants,  they 
stated  that  they  had  $25,000  cash  capital  in  their  business,  over 
and  above  aU  their  debts  and  liabilities ;  that  they  had  other 
property  in  addition,  which  made  them  worth  $4:0,000,  and 
that  they  were  doing  a  cash  business ;  that  a  few  weeks  afl;e^ 
wards,  when  the  plaintiff  demanded  payment  for  the  goods, 
the  defendants  declared  that  they  had  no  money,  and  had  not 
had  any  for  many  days,  except  what  they  had  borrowed,  and 
that  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  solvent  or  not.  It 
also  appeared  that  within  a  month  prior  to  this  time  the 
defendants'  stock  of  goods  had  amounted  in  value  to  $20,000, 
but  that  it  had  suddenly  become  reduced  to  $2,000,  and  that 
they  were  then  packing  up  and  removing  the  balance  of  their 
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stock,  and  that  they  had  removed  many  thotiBand  dollars 
worth  of  goods  and  sent  the  same  to  different  cities,  consigned 
to  a  brother  of  one  of  the  defendants.  Upon  an  affidavit, 
stating  the  foregoing  facts,  the  court  below  issued  an  attach- 
ment, which  was  personally  served  on  one  of  the  defendants, 
and  returned  by  the  sheriff  with  a  certificate  as  follows : — "  I 
certify  and  return  that  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  annexed  at- 
tachment, I  did,  on  the  28rd  day  of  March,  1869,  attach  the 
property  mentioned  in  the  annexed  inventory ;  and  I  further 
certify  that  I  served  a  copy  of  said  attachment  and  inventory, 
duly  certified  by  me,  on  Felix  J.  Eosenberg,  one  of  the  de- 
fendants, personally.  Dated  New  York,  March  29th,  1869. 
James  O'Brien,  Sheriff." 

On  the  return  day  of  the  attachment  (March  29th,  1869), 
the  defendents  appeared  by  counsel,  and  moved  to  set  it  aside, 
on  the  grounds  that  the  attachment  was  not  sealed,  and  that 
the  affidavit  was  insufficient.  This  motion  was  denied,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Court  was  directed  to  seal  the  attachment.  On 
the  1st  April,  1871,  judgment  was  entered  against  the  defend- 
ants for  want  of  an  answer,  and  from  this  judgment,  as  affirmed 
by  the  general  term  of  the  Marine  Court,  the  defendants  ap- 
peal to  this  Court.  The  objection  that  the  above  return  of  the 
sheriff  was  defective,  was  first  raised  at  the  general  term  of 
this  Court,  and  after  the  return  had  been  amended  by  order  of 
the  court  below. 

Alex.  Blumenstid^  for  appellant. 

Dubois  Smdthy  for  respondent. 

By  the  Cotjbt — Lobw,  J. — On  this  appeal  three  questions 
are  presented  for  our  consideration.  1st,  were  the  affidavits, 
upon  which  the  attachment  was  issued  by  the  court  below, 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  same,  and  confer  jurisdiction  on  that 
tribunal!  2nd,  was  it  necessary  that  the  attachment  should 
bear  the  seal  of  the  court,  and,  if  so,  could  the  defect  of  its 
omission  be  cured  by  amendment  ?  and  3d,  Was  the  sheriff's 
return  sufficient,  and  if  not,  had  the  court  below  the  power  to 
order  it  to  be  amended  { 
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As  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  affidavits,  it  may  perhaps  be, 
that  the  plaintiff  did  not  make  out  a  very  strong  case,  but  still 
I  think,  the  facts  set  forth  are  sufficient  to  support  the  allega- 
tions that  the  defendants  had  disposed,  and  were  about 
disposing,  of  their  property,  with  the  intent  to  defraud  their 
creditors.  From  plaintiff's  affidavit  it  appears  that  when  the 
goods  were  purchased,  the  defendants  stated  that  they  had 
$25,000  cash  capital  in  their  business,  over  all  their  debts  and 
liabilities ;  that  they  had  other  property  in  addition,  which 
made  them  worth  $40,000,  cmd  that  they  vaere  doing  a  cash 
htmneas. 

And  yet,  a  few  weeks  thereaftcF,  when  the  indebtedness 
became  due,  they  declared  that  they  had  no  money,  and  had 
not  had  any  for  many  days,  except  what  they  had  borrowed, 
and  that  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  solvent  or  not 
It  further  appears,  that,  within  a  month,  prior  to  this  time, 
their  stock  of  goods  had  amounted  in  value  to  $20,000,  but 
that  it  had  now  suddenly  become  reduced  in  amount  to 
$2,000,  which  they  were  then  packing  up  and  removing. 

It  also  appears  that  within  the  same  space  of  time  they  had 
secretly  removed  many  thousands  dollars  worth  of  goods  from 
their  store,  and  sent  the  same  to  Trenton,  N.  J.,  New  Bruns- 
wick, Eochester,  and  Albany,  all  directed  to  "  S.  Lowenstein,*' 
a  brother  of  one  of  the  defendants.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
affidavit  was  sufficient  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  the  attach- 
ment. 

Such  was  our  opinion  on  the  argument,  and  upon  reflection, 
I,  for  my  part,  can  see  no  reason  for  changing  it. 

A  liberal  indulgence  is  to  be  extended  to  these  proceedings, 
even  upon  questions  of  jurisdiction,  and  although  the  case  be 
neither  strong  nor  conclusive,  still  if  enough  is  set  forth  in  the 
affidavit  to  require  of  the  officer  the  exercise  of  his  judgment  in 
the  matter,  and  the  facts  legally  tend  to  support  the  allegation 
that  the  defendant  has  assigned  and  disposed  of,  or  is  about  to 
assign  and  dispose  of,  his  property  with  the  intent  to  defraud 
his  creditors,  it  will  be  sufficient  (  Van  AUtyne  v.  JShvinSj  11 
N.  T.  840  and  341 ;  Bascam,  v.  Smithy  31  N.  Y.  320 ;  4  Hill, 
698  and  602;  5  How.  386). 
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With  regard  to  the  second  point,  it  may  be  said  that  the 
law  creating  the  Marine  Court,  provided  that  all  process  issu- 
ing out  of  said  court  should  be  sealed  with  the  seal  thereof. 
(2  R  L.  of  1813,  p.  383,  §  111.)  In  ChwcMU  v.  Ma/t%h,  (4  K 
D.  Smith,  869),  this  court  held  that  a  compliance  with  siaid  pro- 
yifiion  of  the  law  is  still  requisite  and  necessary.  Upon  the 
doctrine  of  Bta/re  decma^  that  decision,  unless  manifestly  erro- 
neous (which  I  am  i^pt  prepared  to  say  it  is),  controls,  and 
should  be  adhered  to  by  us  in  the  present  case.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  attachment  should  have  been  issued  under 
the  seal  of  the  court.  The  counsel  for  the  respondent,  in  sup- 
port of  his  argument  that  the  seal  wa^  unnecessary,  has  referred 
hb  to  the  57th  sec.  of  the  Judiciary  Act  of  1847  (Laws  of  1847, 
chap.  280,  §  57),  which  declares  that  no  process  of  a  court  of 
record,  which  shall  be  subscribed  with  the  name  of  the  at- 
torney or  party  by  whom  it  is  issued,  except  such  as  shall  be 
issued  by  special  order  of  the  court,  shall  be  deemed  void  or 
voidable  by  reason  of  having  no  seal.  This  provision,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think,  will  not  aid  him.  Although  the  law  creating 
the  Marine  Court  declares  that  it  shall  be  a  court  of  record, 
still  it  is  such  only  for  certain  purposes.  Its  jurisdiction  is 
special  and  limited,  nor  does  it,  in  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdic- 
tion, act  as  a  court  of  record  between  parties.  That  court  is 
nowhere  mentioned  in  the  Judiciary  Act,  and  I  am  satisfied, 
jGrom  the  whole  tenor  of  the  act,  that  the  provision  referred  to 
was  intended  by  the  Legislature  to  apply  only  to  courts  of 
record  having  general  jurisdiction,  and  where  the  summons  or 
other  process  is  issued  and  subscribed  by  the  attorney  or  party 
to  the  action,  and  not  by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  as  is  the  case 
in  the  Marine  Court.  The  intention  of  the  law-makers  being 
ascertained,  that  should  govern  and  control  in  construing  a 
law,  although  such  construction  seems  contrary  to  the  letter  of 
the  statute  {Tonnele  v.  JBaUy  4  N.  T.  140 ;  Bern  v.  Finder,  20 
N.  T.  301). 

Let  us  now  inquire  whether  the  defect  of  the  absence  of  the 
seal  could  be  cured,  and  if  so,  what  power  the  Marine  Court 
had  to  amend  this  process  on  the  return  day  thereof.  It  has 
been  held  that  a  defect  which  can  be  waived  by  a  party  is  an 
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irregularity,  whereas  if  it  cannot  be  waived  it  is  a  nullity,  and 
renders  the  process  or  proceeding  in  which  it  occurs  totally 
null  and  void  (McNamara  on  Nullities,  pp.  2, 8,  and  6 ;  Holmea 
V.  RumM,  9  Dowl.  487 ;  (Jlapp  v.  Ora/oeSj  26  N.  T.  420). 

I  presume  it  cannot  very  well  be  questioned  that  liie  de- 
fendants had  the  right  to  waive  the  omission  of  the  seal  to 
the  waritmt,  and  that  if  they  had  appeared  in  the  action,  and 
pleaded  to  the  merits,  the  defect  would  liave  been  waived. 

If  this  be  so,  and  even  Judge  Woodruff  concedes  it  in 
CkwrchUl  V.  Marsh  {siipra\  then  it  would  seem  that  the  defect 
was  merely  an  irr^ularity,  and  did  not  render  the  process  null 
and  void.  By  the  revised  statutes,  the  court  in  which  any 
action  is  pending,  has  power,  at  any  time  before  judgment,  to 
amend  any  process,  either  in  form  or  substance,  for  the  further- 
ance of  justice,  on  such  terms-  as  may  be  just  (3  Bev.  Stat.  5 
ed.  p.  721,  sec.  1).  And  sec.  173  of  the  code  provides  that  the 
court  may,  before  or  after  judgment,  amend  any  process  or 
proceeding,  by  striking  out  the  name  of  a  party,  or  by  correct- 
ing a  mistake  in  any  other  respect.  It  has  been  repeatedly 
held  that  the  Marine  and  other  courts  of  inferior  jurisdiction 
have  the  same  general  power  to  allow  amendments  that  courts 
of  record  possess  {Cooper  v.  Kmney^  2  Hilt.  12 ;  Perry  v. 
Tynan,  22  Barb.  139 ;  Brace  v.  Benson,  10  Wend.  213 ;  Agreda 
V.  FaiMerg,  3  E.  D.  Smith,  178 ;  Near  v.  Van  Aletyne,  14 
Wend.  230 ;  FuUon  v.  Heaion,  1  Barb.  562).  If,  therefore, 
this  had  been  mesvie  process,  or  if  the  amendment  had  been  al> 
lowed  in  any  pleading  or  proceeding  after  the  court  had  ac- 
quired jurisdiction,  the  power  of  the  Marine  Court  to  order  the 
amendment  could  not  be  questioned.  But  tliis  attachment  was 
original  process,  by  the  service  of  which  the  court  was  to  obtain 
jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  defendants,  and  as  inferior 
courts  must  acquire  their  jurisdiction  strictly  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  statute,  I  have  had  grave  doubts  as  to  the  power 
of  the  court  to  amend  it. 

But  on  the  other  hand  it  may  be  said  that  as  the  language 
of  both  the  revised  statutes  and  of  the  code,  declaring  that 
"  any  process,  &c.,"  may  be  amended,  is  broad  enough  to  cover 
this  case,  and  as  the  defect  arose  through  the  omission,  neglect 
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or  mistake  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  the  plaintiff  ought  not  to 
suffer  {Nede  v.  BerryhiUy  4  How.  Pr.  16). .  It  is  also  to  be 
remarked  that  the  act  requiring  the  Marine  Court  to  affix  a 
seal  to  its  process  was  passed  many  years  before  either  the 
Sevised  Statutes  or  the  Code  was  passed,  and  it  must  be  as- 
sumed that  the  lawmakers  knew  of  its  existence  when  the  latter 
acts  were  passed,  and  that  they  passed  them  with  reference  to 
that,  as  well  as  any  other  law  applicable  to  that  court.  Again, 
of  late  years  the  policy  of  the  Legislature  and  the  tendency  of 
the  courts  seem  to  have  been  in  favor  of  simplifying  the  prac- 
tice in  legal  proceedings  as  much  as  possible,  and  of  disregard- 
ing more  and  more  mere  technicalities  and  matters  of  form, 
especially  where  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  furtherance  of 
justice. 

To  illustrate  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  refer  to  the  act  of 
1847>  by  which  the  seal  to  process  of  courts  of  record  may  be 
dispensed  with ;  the  extensive  provisions  of  the  Bevised  Statutes 
and  of  the  Code  in  regard  to  amendments,  and  the  leaning  of 
the  court  of  last  resort  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  in  pro- 
ceedings by  attachment,  were  upon  questions  of  jurisdiction. 

Then,  too,  it  has  been  expressly  held  that  original  process 
may  be  amended  as  well  as  any  other  {Barthcllcmew  v.  Chau- 
tauque  B^h^  19  Wend.  99 ;  and  see  Near  v.  Van  Alstyne^  14 
Wend.  230 ;  Weir  v.  Slocnm^  8  How.  Pr.  89T;  Jfede  v.  Ber^ 
ryhiU,  4  Id.  16 ;  People  v.  Stmben,  5  Wend.  103). 

In  Chv/rchiU  v.  Marsh  {8upra)j  the  question  of  the  power  of 
the  Marine  Couii;  to  amend  the  process' by  affixing  the  seal  was 
neither  discussed  nor  decided. 

It  is  true  Judge  Woodruff  intimates  that  the  omission  of  the 
seal  rendered  the  process  void.  But,  as  we  have  already  seen, 
the  better  view  would  seem  to  be  that  it  was  merely  an  irregu- 
larity, and  at  all  events  it  will  be  safe  to  treat  it  as  such  rather 
than  as  a  nullity  (26  N.  Y.  420).  We  should  also  bear  in  mind 
that  in  the  rendition  of  that  decision  one  judge  dissented,  and 
although  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  question  the  correctness  of 
the  decision  in  that  case,  still  I  am  inclined  to  think  it  went 
qnite  far  enough,  and  should  not  be  extended.  The  cases  of 
maieU  V.  Bigkters  (18  How.  Pr.  43),  and  EendaU  v.  Waahhwm 
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(14  Id.  380),  are  clearly  distiDgnishable  from  the  one  under 
consideration.  In  both  of  those  cases  the  snmmons  was  served 
by  publication,  and  it  was  held  that  the  statute  providing  for 
substituted  service  being  new,  must  be  strictly  complied  with 
or  the  court  will  not  acquire  jurisdiction,  and  that  any  defect 
or  error  in  the  proceedings,  tending  to  confer  jurisdiction,  could 
not  be  cured  by  an  amendment.  Now  the  object  of  serving  the 
summons  on  the  defendant  is  to  apprise  him  of  the  fact  that  an 
action  has  been  commenced  against  him. 

In  certain  cases  where  the  defendant  cannot  be  found,  the 
statute  allows  the  service  to  be  made  by  publication.  Surely 
in  such  a  case  the  statute  ought  to  be  strictly  pursued,  as  the 
defendant  is  clearly  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  all  the  means  and 
methods  which  the  law  provides  for  informing  him  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action,  hefore  and  not  after  judgment.  And 
of  course,  if  the  statute  is  not  complied  with,  the  defendant  has  not 
in  contemplation  of  law  been  served  with  the  summons,  and  the 
court  has  not  acquired  jurisdiction  of  his  person.  So,  too,  if  in 
a  justice's  court  an  action  is  commenced  by  attachment,  and  the 
affidavits  upon  which  it  is  granted  are  insufficient  to  confer 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  on  the  court,  I  am  of  opinion 
that  the  defect  could  not  be  supplied,  either  by  an  amendment 
or  the  introduction  of  additional  affidavits. 

But  the  case  at  bar  is  entirely  different.  Here  the  Marine 
Court  obtained  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  by  the  affi- 
davits, and  all  that  was  required  to  authorize  it  to  proceed 
l^ally,  was  to  obtain  jurisdiction  of  the  persons  of  the  defend- 
ants. That  was  accomplished  by  the  personal  service  of  the 
attachment.  That,  it  seems  to  me,  was  the  principal  and  es- 
sential act  necessary  to  confer  jurisdiction.  The  objection  tliat 
the  attachment  had  no  seal,  was,  after  all,  only  a  technical  one. 
One  of  the  main,  if  not  the  main  object,  I  take  it,  of  having  a 
seal  affixed  at  all,  is  to  assure  the  defendant  that  the  process 
was  in  reality  issued  by  the  court.  This  was  practically  ac- 
complished, when,  on  the  i^tum  day,  the  court,  in  presence  of 
defendant's  counsel,  ordered  the  process  to  be  amended  by 
having  the  seal  affixed. 
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On  the  whole,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Marine  Court 
had  the  power  to  order  the  amendment  in  question. 

With  respect  to  the  third  and  last  point,  it  would  seem  that 
no  objection  was  made  to  the  suflSciency  of  the  sheriJBPs  return, 
either  before  the  justice  on  the  return  day  of  the  attachment, 
or  when  the  case  was.  before  the  general  term  of  the  Marine 
Court  on  appeal,  but  the  question  was  first  raised  at  general 
term  of  this  court.  Now,  as  a  rule,  a  party  cannot,  on  appeal, 
raise  a  point  which  was  not  raised  in  the  court  below,  nor  in- 
sist on  an  objection  not  taken  then,  and  rely  upon  it  for  a  re- 
versal of  the  judgment  in  the  court  of  review  {Duffy  v. 
Thompson,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  178  ;  WiUard  v.  Bridge,  4  Barb. 
361 ;  MerriU  v.  Thompson,  1  Hilton,  650,  Id.  361 ;  5  N.  T. 
492).  But  as  the  point  may  be  considered  as  affecting  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  below,  and  as  a  question  of  that  kind 
can  probably  be  raised  at  any  time,  I  will  briefly  consider  it. 

This  attachment  was  issued  under  the  act  to  abolish  im- 
prisonment for  debt  (Laws  1831,  chap.  300,  sec.  34). ,  By  sec. 
36,  it  is  provided  that  every  attachment  issued  by  virtue  of  that 
act  shall  be  served  in  the  manner  provided  by  article  2,  title  4, 
chap.  2,  part  3  of  the  Bevised  Statutes,  except  that  if  the  de- 
fendant can  be  found  in  the  county,  the  copy  of  such  attach- 
ment and  inventory  shall  be  served  on  him  personally,  instead 
of  being  left  as  in  said  article  provided  ;  and  the  officer  is  also 
required  to  state  specifically,  in  his  return,  whether  such  copy 
was  or  was  not  served  on  the  defendant  personally. 

Now,  there  is  nothing  in  the  article  of  the  revised  statutes 
referred  to,  setting  forth  specifically  what  the  return  of  the 
officer  is  to  contain.  .  Bat  by  sec.  29,  he  is  required  to  execute 
the  attachment  at  least  six  days  before  the  return  day,  and  im- 
mediately leave  a  copy  of  the  attachment  and  inventory  certi- 
fied by  him,  at  the  last  place  of  residence  of  the  defendant,  <&c. ; 
and  by  sec.  33,  he  is  required  to  make  a  return  thereof,  at  a 
day  thereon  named,  with  all  his  proceedings  thereon  in  writing, 
subscribed  by  him.  In  his  return,  the  sheriff  certifies  that  by 
virtue  of  the  attachment,  he  did,  on  the  23d  day  of  March, 
1869,  attach  the  property  mentioned  in  an  inventory  annexed 
to  the  return,  and  further,  that  he  served  a  copy  of  said  attach- 
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ment  and  of  the  inventory  duly  certified  by  him  on  Felix  J. 
Kozenberg,  one  of  the  defendants  personally.  The  officer  has, 
therefore,  Jnlly  complied  with  the  act  of  1831,  in  that  he  has 
set  forth  in  the  return,  that  a  copy  of  the  attachment  and  of  the 
inventory  was  served  on  the  defendant  personally.  It  also  ap- 
pears from  the  return,  that  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  Bevised  Statutes,  he  executed  the  attachment  six  days  be- 
fore the  return  day  mentioned  therein.  The  only  other  duty 
the  Bevised  Statutes  imposed  on  the  sheriff  was,  that  he  should 
serve  the  copy  of  the  attachment,  and  of  the  inventory  (which, 
by  the  act  of  1831,  was  to  be  served  on  the  defendant  person- 
ally if  he  could  be  found  in  the  county)  immediately.  The 
sheriff  returns  that  he  executed  the  attachment  on  a  certain 
day,  and  further,  that  he  served  the  defendant  personally  with 
a  copy  of  the  attachment  and  of  the  inventory,  and  I  think  the 
fair  and  reasonable  intendment  is,  that  he  complied  with  the 
statute,  and  that  the  service  was  made  on  the  23d  of  March, 
when  the  attachment  was  issued. 

As  we  have  already  seen,  the  Court  of  Appeals  has  beld 
that  a  liberal  indulgence  should  be  extended  to  these  proceed- 
ings, even  upon  questions  of  jurisdiction,  as  they  would  other- 
wise be  rendered  a  snare  rather  than  a  beneficial  remedy.  In 
my  opinion,  therefore,  the  return  was  a  substantial  compliance 
with  the  statute,  and  sufficient,  under  the  decisions,  to  confer 
jurisdiction  on  the  court  {Baseom  v.  Smithy  31  N.  Y.  320 ; 
Boaenfidd  v.  Howard,  15  Barb.  546 ;  Joh/nean  v.  MosSy  20 
Wend.  145  ;  Reno  v.  Finder,  20  N.  Y.  298 ;  Van  AUtyne  v. 
Erwine,  11  N.  Y.  331). 

And  more  especially  as  defendants,  on  the  return  day  of 
the  attachment,  made  no  objection  to  the  sheriff's  return,  but 
relied  solely  on  other  grounds  to  have  the  same  dismissed. 

But  even  if  the  return  was  insufficient,  I  am  inclined  to 
think,  that  under  the  provisions  of  the  Bevised  Statutes  and 
the  Code  relative  to  amendments,  which,  as  we  have  seen, 
apply  to  the  Marine  Court,  that  court  had  the  power  to  order 
the  return  of  the  sheriff  to  be  amended,  as  was  done  in  this 
case  (3  Bev.  Stat,  5  Ed.  p.  721,  §§  1,  4,  and  5 ;  Code,  §  173; 
Perry  v.  Tynen,  22  Barb.  137;   and  see  opinion  of  Judge 
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Woodruff,  in  Church  v.  Marsh,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  369),  The 
court  may  permit  an  amendment,  notwithstanding  the  defend- 
ant does  not  appear  in  the  suit  {Perry  v.  Tynen,  22  Barb.  137). 
And  although  an  appeal  has  been  taken,  the  power  of  amend- 
ment is  confined  to  the  court  in  which  the  action  originated, 
and  when  amended  there,  the  return  will,  on  motion,  be  con- 
formed to  it  in  the  appellate  court  {Ooxdd  v.  Cflms,  19  Barb. 
186 ;  LyBter  y.  Sniffin,  3  How.  Pr.  250 ;  Reo)  v.  Ban'ker,  2 
Cow.  408). 

The  judgment  of  the  court  below  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  aflirmed. 


Leandeb  Stoite  'o,  Philip  Sioth. 

A  meelumic^s  Hen,  filed  imder  the  statnte  {Lkw%  of  1868,  chap.  600,  §  11),  oeasee 
•Iter  one  year  from  the  filing  of  the  notice  creating  it^  unleee,  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  year,  it  is  continued  by  order  of  the  court  in  which  proceedings 
haye  been  commenced  to  foreclose  the  Uen,  and  a  new  docket  is  made  stating 
the  {act  of  snch  continnanoe. 

Bat  where  no  proceedings  for  the  foreclosure  of  the  lien  haye  been  instituted 
within  the  year,  the  lien  may  be  discharged  by  order  of  a  judge  of  any  court 
of  record,  upon  due  proof  that  the  year  has  elapsed,  that  no  proceedings  have 
•  been  had,  and  upon  the  certificate  of  the  clerk  that  no  notice  of  any  proceedings 
haye  been  filed  with  him.  In  all  other  cases  the  lien  ceases  after  a  year  with- 
out any  discharge  by  order  of  court 

A  contractor  haying  filed  notice  of  a  mechanic's  lien,  instituted  proceedings  of 
foredosore,  in  which  the  plainti£F,  a  materialman,  also  a  lienor,  was  made  a 
party.  Pending  ^ch  proceedings,  but  nearly  two  years  after  the  creation  of 
the  plaintiff's  lien,  the  latter  obtained  an  order  of  court  continuing  his  lien. 
Sabqeqnently  the  owner  having  settled  with  the  contractor,  obtained  an  order 
discharging  the  plaintiff's  lien,  on  the  ground  that  more  than  a  year  had 
elapsed  without  the  commenoemeot  of  foredosure  proceedings,  and  no  notice 
of  proceedings  had  been  filed :  HM,  that  the  first  order  continuing  the  plaintiff's 
Hen  was  unanthofrixed,  it  not  haying  been  made  within  the  year ;  and  the  second 
ordBr  aooonplished  nothing,  because  the  plaintiff's  lien  was  already  discharged, 
throi^h  his  omission  to  obtain  and  enter  an  order  of  continuance  within  the 
year,  and  haye  a  new  docket  made  stating  the  iisct  of  such  continuance. 
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The  statute  is  imperatiYe,  and  Tests  do  discretion  in  the  judge  to  ooDtiniie  or 
discharge  a  lien  after  the  expiration  of  a  year  from  the  date  of  filing  the 
notice. 

Appeal  from  an  order.  The  plaintiff  filed  notice  of  a  lien 
as  a  materialman,  on  the  30th  of  May,  1867.  The  first  con- 
tractor having  a  lien,  institnted  proceedings  in  this  conrt  to 
enforce  it,  in  which  proceedings  the  plaintiff,  by  order  of  the 
court,  was  made  a  party,  and  filed  a  written  statement  of  his 
claim.  On  the  24th  of  May,  1869,  nearly  two  years  after  the 
creation  of  the  lien,  the  plaintiff  obtained  an  order  from  Judge 
Brady  that  the  lien  be  continued,  which,  though  filed  with  the 
county  clerk,  was  lost  without  being  entered.  On  the  10th  of 
June,  1869,  the  owner  having  settled  with  the  first  contractor, 
and  procured  the  discharge  of  his  lien,  applied  to  Judge  Barrett 
for  an  order  discharging  the  plaintiff's  lien,  upon  due  proof 
that  nearly  two  years  had  elapsed  without  the  commencement 
of  any  proceedings  by  the  plaintiff  to  enforce  it,  and  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  county  clerk  that  no  notice  of  any  action  or 
proceeding  had  been  received  by,  or  filed  with  him ;  which 
order  was  made,  and  on  the  22d  of  June,  1869,  Judge  Brady, 
upon  motion,  vacated  Judge  Barrett's  order,  and  directed  that 
the  first  order  made  by  him  should  have  full  force  and  effect, 
from  which  last-named  order  the  defendant  appealed. 

James  W.  Culver^  for  appellant. 

B.  Z.  La/rremare^  for  respondent. 

By  thj:  Court. — ^Dalt,  F.  J. — It  was  held  by  Judge  Loew, 
at  the  special  term,  in  MaMvewa  v.  Daley^  (special  term, 
January,  1870),*  that  by  the  terms  of  the  11th  section  of  the  act 

*  Matthews  v  Dalit. — This  motion  was  for  an  order  directing  the  county  clerk 
to  discharge  of  record  certain  mechanics'  liens.  It  appeared  that  tlie  plaintiff  was 
the  owner  of  premises  No.  88  Broad  street,  in  the  city  of  New  York ;  that,  in  August, 
1865,  he  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  defendant  Jones  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing on  said  lot;  that  said  Jones  made  a  8ub>contract  with  one  Joyce  for  the  carpenter, 
work ;  that  in  order  to  carry  out  his  said  contract,  Joyce  made  parol  agreements  with 
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—  ■  i , 

(Laws  of  New  York  for  1863,  p.  860),  that  the  lien  ceases  after 
one  year  from  the  filing  of  the  notice  creating  it,  unless,  before 
the  expiration  of  the  year,  it  is  continaed  by  order  of  the  court, 

the  defendant  Daley  and  others,  in  punoance  of  which  they  performed  labor  and  for- 
niahed  materials  for  the  erection  of  said  bnilding.  The  work  having  been  snbee- 
qoently  abandoned  by  Joyce,  Daley  and  the  other  defendants^  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1 866,  filed  liens  for  the  amounts  dae  them  respectiyely.  Soon  after,  the  owner 
Matthews  commenced  a  proceeding  in  this  coort  against  the  contractor  and  all  the 
lienors,  to  foreclose  the  liens.  The  matter  was  referred  to  a  referee,  who,  in 
December,  1866,  made  his  report  in  lavor  of  Daley  and  the  other  lienors,  since 
^iiich  time  it  seems  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter.  With  a  single  excep- 
tion, no  order  of  the  conrt  continuing  either  of  the  said  liens  was  erer  obtained 
by  any  of  the  lienors.  This  motion  was  now  made  by  the  owner  for  an  order  direct- 
ing the  county  clerk  to  discharge  the  liens  of  record. 

Opinion. — ^Under  the  Mechanics'  Lien  law  of  1868  (Laws  of  1868,  chap.  600), 
a  Hen  ceases  after  one  year  from  the  time  of  filing  the  notice  of  lien,  unless,  by  an 
order  of  the  conrt  obtained  before  the  expiration  of  the  year,  the  lien  is  continued, 
and  a  new  docket  made  stating  such  fact  (§  11  of  the  act,  Wdch  v.  Tf^e  Mayor  Ac, 
19  Abb.  Pr.  182 ;  Poenehke  v.  Kedmfwrg,  6  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  172).  And  it  makes  no 
difference  that  a  proceeding  was  commenced  before  the  expiration  of  the  year  to 
enforce  or  foreclose  such  lien.  The  decision  of  this  conrt  in  the  case  of  Paine  v. 
jBMtfMy  (4  E.  D.  Smith,  784),  which  has  been  <^ted  as  deciding  the  conli>ary,  has 
no  application,  as  it  was  made  under  the  law  of  1861,  which  provided  that  eyery 
lien  created  under  that  act  should  continue  until  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
the  expiration  thereof,  "and  until  judgn^nt  rendered  in  any  proceedings  for  the 
enforcement  thereof.**  I  am  aware  that  in  PoerteKke  y.  Kedenhurg  {9upra\  which 
was  decided  under  the  Act  of  1868,  Judge  Barrett  was  of  the  opinion  that  in  such 
a  case  the  lien  continues  after  the  expiration  of  the  year,  without  the  procurement 
of  an  order  of  the  court  But  while  I  entertain  the  greatest  respect  for  the  opinion 
of  that  learned  Judge,  and  while  I  concede  that  there  is  a  discrepancy  or  incon* 
gmity  between  the  10th  and  11th  sections  of  the  act  which  would  seem  to  favor 
his  view,  still  I  cannot  in  this  instance  agree  with  him.  The  language  of  sec- 
tion 11  is  clear  and  explicit,  that  "liens  shall  in  ail  cases  cease  after  one  year, 
unless  by  order  of  the  court,  dca"  We  must  bear  in  mind  that  this  statute  is  in 
derogation  of  the  conunon  law,  and  should  be  constraed  strictiy.  In  addition,  it 
will  1)0  found  on  examination  that  the  opinion  of  Judge  Brady,  in  the  case  of 
Poertchke  t.  Kedenburg  {mpra\  and  also  the  cases  of  Welch  y.  The  Mayor  {%upra), 
and  Freeman  v.  Oram,  (8  N.  T.  808),  sustain  the  view  of  the  case  which  I  have 
taken. 

It  followB  that  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  act  must  be  complied  with, 
or  the  liens  wOX  be  lost  {Blauveii  ▼.  Woodworth,  81  N.  Y.  286). 

The  liens  in  thid  case  haying  ceased  ipso  facto,  no  order  directing  the  county 
clerk  to  discharge  them  is  necessary.  But  even  if  it  were  otherwise,  the  court 
has  no  power  to  make  such  an  order.  Section  10  of  the  act  specifies  in  what  cases 
liens  may  be  dlBcharged  by  order  of  the  court  or  otherwise,  but  does  not  include 
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and  a  new  docket  made  stating  ihatfa/A.  The  order  of  court 
here  provided  for  muBt  mean  the  court  in  which  proceedings 
have  been  conuuenced  to  foreclose  the  lien,  the  object  of 
requiring  this  being  that  all  persons  consulting  the  lien  docket 
may  know,  after  the  year,  that  it  is  a  subsisting  incumbrance, 
that  proceedings  have  been  instituted  to  enforce  it,  and  that 
it  is  continued  by  order  of  the^court  where  the  proceedings  are 
pending. 

If  no  such  proceedings  have  been  instituted  within  the  year, 
then  the  12th  section  has  provided  for  the  mode  in  which  it  is 
to  be  discharged  ;  that  is,  by  the  entry  of  an  order  of  any 
judge  of  a  court  of  record,  upon  due  proof  that  the  year  has 
elapsed,  that  no  proceedings  have  been  had,  and  upon  the 
certificate  of  the  clerk  that  no  notice  of  any  proceeding  has 
been  filed  with  him.  In  all  other  cases  the  lien  ceases  after  a 
year,  without  amf  diecha/rge^  by  the  express  words  of  the 
statute,  unless  it  has  been  continued.  But  in  a  case  where  no 
proceedings  have  been  instituted  within  the  year,  it  must  be 
discharged  by  the  entry  of  an  order  of  a  judge  of  a  court  of 
record,  for  the  reason  that  the  statute  has  made  express  pro- 
vision for  its  discharge,  in  that  manner,  in  such  a  case. 

The  statute  has  given  to  the  owner  or  to  any  person 
afifected  by  the  lien  the  right  to  have  it  discharged  after  a  year, 

tiie  one  under  consideration.  By  section  11  no  power  is  conferred  on  any  court 
to  order  a  lien  to  be  discharged ;  but  all  liens  not  continued  by  order  of  the  court 
as  in  said  section  provided,  are  absolutely  discharged  after  one  year  by  the  mere 
effect  of  the  statate  itsel(  without  any'  other  act  or  proceeding.  My  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  decision  of  Jndge  Daly,  in  the  case  of  JvnM  v.  Poe  (not  reported), 
which  it  is  claimed  is  decifflve  of  this  question.  From  an  examination  of  the  papers 
on  file  in  the  clerk's  office,  it  appears  that  it  is  a  case  in  point,  and  that  the  learned 
Chief  Judge  did  make  such  an  order  therciin  as  is  now  ssked  for.  But  I  am 
informed  tiiat  it  was  formerly  the  practice  to  grant  motions  of  this  kind,  and 
it  seems  that  the  point  was  not  fiiUy  considered  when  the  order  referr^  to  was 
made. 

I  may  add  that  I  have  consulted  with  my  two  assodates,  Judges  Daly  and  Van 
Brunt,  and  am  permitted  to  say  that  they  both  concur  in  the  conclnsions  which  I 
have  arrived  at  in  this  case. 

The  motion  must  be  denied. 

NrXt^  di  Bagley,  for  motion ;  FtimeU  Byrne,  opposed. 
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if  no  proceedings  have  been  commenced,  and  if  they  have  been 
commenced,  has  made  it  obligatory  upon  the  person  enforcing 
it,  to  have  it  continued,  and  a  new  docket  made,  at  the  peril 
of  its  ceasing  in  all  cases,  without  any  discharge  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  year. 

A  person  consulting  the  lien  docket,  may  learn  upon 
inquiry  of  the  county  clerk,  whether  any  notice  of  an  action 
or  proceeding  to  foreclose  the  lien  has  been  filed  with  him,  and 
if  none  has  been  filed  such  person,  if  entitled  to  do  so,  may 
take  steps  at  once  to  have  it  discharged  by  the  order  of  a 
judge  of  a  court  of  record,  and  if  notice  of  such  a  proceeding 
has  been  filed,  and  there  has  not  been,  after  a  year,  a  new  doc- 
ket, stating  that  it  is  continued  by  order  of  the  court,  then  he 
knows  that,  by  the  provision  of  the  statute,  it  has  ceased  and  is 
at  an  end. 

In  this  case  the  year  expired  on  the  SOth  of  May,  1868, 
and  Judge  Brady's  order,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1869,  if  it  bad 
been  entered,  which,  it  appears  it  was  not,  could  have  no 
effect.  Judge  Barrett's  order  of  the  10th  of  June,  1869,  dis- 
charging the  lien,  was  equally  of  no  eflFect.  It  did  not  dis- 
charge the  lien.  It  was  already  dischai^ed  through  the 
omission  of  the  plaintiff  to  obtain  and  enter  an  order  for  its 
continuance  before  the  expiration  of  the  year.  It  was  not  a 
case,  moreover,  in  which  an  order,  discharging  a  lien,  could  be 
granted,  for  a  proceeding  had  been  instituted  by  the  first 
contractor,  to  which  the  plaintiff  was,  by  the  fifth  section,  a 
necessiu-y  party,  and  had,  in  fact,  been  made  so  by  the  order  of 
the  court.  It  was  not  necessary,  therefore,  for  him  to  give 
notice  of  the  proceeding  to  the  county  clerk,  but  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  have  his  lien  continued,  and  a  new 
docket  made  before  the  expiration  of  the  year.  The  order 
of  Judge  Brady,  of  22d  of  June,  1869,  setting  aside  Judge 
Barrett's  order,  and  directing  the  county  derk  to  make  the 
necessary  entry  in  his  books  renewing  and  continuing  said 
lien,  was  without  authority.  It  was .  held  in  PoeracKke  v. 
Kedenburg  (6  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  172),  th|tt  the  application  for 
the  lien  mnst  be  made  within  the  year ;  that  the  statute  is 
imperative,  and  invests  neither  court  or  judge  with  any  dis- 
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cretion,  after  the  expiration  of  the  year,  in  which  case  the 
general  term  affirmed  an  order  made  by  me,  denying  an  appli- 
cation to  continue  a  lien  after  the  year  had  expired.  The 
order  appealed  from  will  have  to  be  reversed. 

Order  reversed. 


TJlrio  De  Comeau  v.  The  Guild  Fasm  Oil  Company. 

A  Bale  and  assignment  of  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  a  corporation,  attended  by 
a  delivery  of  the  certificate,  vests  in  the  yendee  the  title  to  the  stock,  notwith- 
standing a  proyision  oontidned  in  the  certificate  that  the  stock  was  transferable 
only  upon  the  boolra  of  the  company. 

Hence  the  service  of  an  attachment  against  the  asrignor  by  the  sheriff  on  the  ofli- 
cers  of  the  company,  after  snch  assignment,  vests  no  equity  in  the  sheriff,  and 
the  company  cannot  refuse,  on  the  ground  of  snch  attachment,  to  make  a  trans- 
fer on  its  books  to  the  vendee.  And  for  such  a  refusal  the  company  is  liable  to 
the  vendee  for  the  value  of  the  stock. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  entered  upon  the 
report  of  a  referee. 

On  the  Ist  of  May,  1865,  Edward  Mash  was  the  owner  of 
twenty-six  hundred  and  twenty-five  shares  of  the  capital  stock 
of  the  defendants  and  was  credited  with  that  amount  of  stock 
upon  their  books. 

Fifteen  hundred  of  these  shares  of  stock  were  represented 
by  three  cextificates  of  five  hundred  shares  each,  numbered 
respectively  59,  60  and  62. 

These  certificates  were  in  the  following  words  and  figure, 
to  wit:  "  This  is  to  certify  that  Edward  Flash  is  entitled  to  five 
hundred  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  The  Guild  Farm  Oil 
Company,  transferable  only  on  the  books  of  said  Company  by 
him  or  his  attorney,  upon  the  surrender  of  this  certificate. 

"  In  witness  whereof,  &c." 

On  the  said  1st  day  of  May,  1865,  Edward  Flash,  for  value 
received  by  him  from  the  plaintiffs,  sold  and  assigned,  in  the 
manner  and  form  prescribed  by  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
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corporation,  the  said  fifteen  hundred  Bhares  of  stock  and  tbe 
Baid  three  certificates  to  the  plaintiff,  the  assignments  being 
endorsed  on  the  certificates,  and  therein  and  thereby  constituted 
the  said  plaintiff  his  attomej,  irrevocable,  to  make  the  proper 
transfer  of  said  stock  on  the  books  of  the  company,  and  deUy- 
ered  the  certificates  and  assignments  to  the  plaintiff. 

On  the  2d  day  of  February,  1866,  and  before  tbe  defendants 
had  any  notice  that  Edward  Flash  had  sold  the  fifteen  hundred 
shares  of  stock,  the  Sheriff  of  the  City  and  County  of  New 
York  presented  to  the  defendants  a  warrant  of  attachment, 
issued  out  of  the  Supreme  Court,  against  the  property  of  Ed- 
ward Flash,  and  the  sheriff  left  a  notice  with  the  president  of 
the  4efendants,  that  Jie,  by  virtue  of  said  warrant  of  attach- 
ment, did  attach  twenty-six  hundred  and  twenty-five  shares  of 
the  Guild  Farm  Oil  Company  belonging  to  the  said  Edward 
Flash.  The  defendant  then  delivered  to  the  sheriff  a  certificate 
signed  by  its  president,  certifying  that  there  were  twenty-six 
hundred  and  twenty-five  shares  of  its  capital  stock  standing 
upon  the  books  of  said  company  in  the  name  of  Edward  Flash, 
which  certificate  was  true  in  fact,  there  being,  including  the 
shares  in  question,  so  many  shares  thus  standing. 

On  or  about  the  eleventh  day  of  February,  1866,  the 
plaintiffs  presented  the  said  three  certificates,  and  the  assign- 
ments thereof,  to  the  corporation,  and  offered  to  surrender  the 
same  to  the  corporation,  and  then  and  there  demanded  a  trans- 
fer of  the  stock  to  the  plaintiffs  on  the  books  of  the  company, 
which  the  defendants  reftised  to  do,  and  refused  to  issue  to  the 
plaintiffs  any  certificates.  The  defendant  refused  to  make  or 
permit  the  transfer  of  the  stock  to  be  made  upon  the  books  of 
the  company  to  the  plaintiff,  on  the  grounds  of  the  service  of 
the  said  attachment,  and  the  plaintifis  commenced  this  action 
to  recover  the  value  of  the  stock.  The  action  was  tried  before 
a  referee,  who  reported  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  from  the 
judgment  entered  upon  said  report  the  defendants  appealed  to 
the  general  term. 

B.  F.  Wataofij  for  appellant. 

G.  W.  OoUeriUf  for  respondent. 
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By  the  Cotjbt. — ^Van  BBUirr,  J. — Upon  the  trial  of  this 
action  before  the  referee,  and  on  the  argument  of  the  appeal  in 
this  court,  the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  attachment  issued 
against  Edward  Flash  was  presented,  but  we  do  not  think  it 
necessary  to  pass  upon  this  question  in  deciding  this  case.  The 
principsd  question  to  be  determined  is,  were  the  defendants 
justified  in  their  refusal  to  transfer  the  fifteen  hundred  shares 
of  stock  because  of  the  service  of  the  warrant  of  attachment 
issued  against  the  property  of  Edward  Flash.  It  was  claimed 
by  the  defendants,  upon  the  argument,  that  because  the  certifi- 
cates of  stock  which  were  sold  and  delivered  by  Edward  Flash 
to  the  plaintiffs,  bore  upon  their  face  the  provision  that  the 
stock  therein  represented  could  be  transferred  only  upon  the 
books  of  the  company,  upon  the  surrender  of  the  certificate, 
that  the  plaintiff  could  acquire  no  title  whatever,  legal  or  equit- 
able, to  the  stock  until  such  transfer  had  taken  place. 

The  law  of  this  State,  as  settled  by  the  decisions  of  the 
courts,  is  contrary  to  this  proposition. 

The  cases  in  this  State  hold  that,  notwithstanding  a  pro- 
vision contained  in  the  charter  of  the  company  itself,  that  the 
stock  shall  be  transferable  only  on  the  books  of  the  company 
on  the  surrender  of  the  certificate,  an  assignment  of  the  stock, 
attended  by  a  delivery  of  the  certificate,  is  valid  as  between 
the  parties  to  it,  and  vests  in  the  vendee  the  equitable  title  to 
the  stock,  and  the  right  to  be  substituted  upon  the  books  of  the 
corporation  as  the  legal  holder  of  it.  Had  the  plaintiffs  in 
this  action,  on  the  same  day  of  the  assignment  of  the  stock  to 
them,  demanded  the  formal  transfer  of  this  stock  upon  the 
books  of  the  defendants,  they  would  have  asked  for  nothing  but 
their  legal  rights,  and  an  action  could  have  been  maintained 
for  the  refusal  {Bates  v.  JITeio  York  Insurance  Co.,  3  Johns. 
Cases,  238 ;  BankofUiAoa  v. SnuxUey,  2  Ck>w.  770;  Stebbins  v. 
PhosnM  Fire  Inswrance  Oo.j  3  Paige,  350 ;  Commercial  Bank 
cfBt^alo  V.  Koriwrighty  22  Wend.  348 ;  and  affirming  same 
case,  20  Id.  93). 

These  cases  hold  that  the  assignee  and  holder  of  the  scrip 
or  certificate  of  stock  is  the  holder  of  the  stock  as  against  the 
assignor,  and  as  against  all  persons  not  having  a  prior  equity 
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and  the  legal  title,  is  only  not  transferred  as  respects  the  cor- 
poration, and  for  its  protection.  The  corporation,  nntil  such 
transfer  has  taken  place,  maj  recognize  the  seller  as  snch 
owner  by  so  fitr  as  the  payments  of  dividends,  and  the  giving 
him,  in  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the  corporation,  the  rights 
of  a  stockholder,  are  concerned. 

It  has  been  expressly  held,  in  the  cases  cited,  that  the  sole 
object  and  purpose  of  this  formal  transfer  is  to  protect  the  cor- 
poration to  this  extent,  and  that  the  provision  does  not  in  any 
manner  interfere  with  the  rights  of  ownership  as  between  the 
original  stockholder  and  his  vendee.  Thus  it  woald  appear 
that,  as  between  the  parties  to  the  sale  and  third  persons,  the 
same  effect  is  given  to  a  conveyance  of  stock  outside  of  the 
books  as  is  given  by  law  to  the  assignment  of  choses  in  action, 
or  rights  not  n^otiable. 

It  is  true  that  in  Massachusetts  (see  JFisher  v.  Maex  Bank^ 
5  Gray,  383,  and  cases. there  cited)  a  different  rule  prevails; 
but  we  cannot  follow  the  principles  adopted  in  those  cases, 
without  directly  overruling  the  cases  in  our  own  courts,  and 
the  rule  of  our  own  State  woidd  seem  to  be  the  moBt  just  and 
equitable. 

In  this  case  it  is  claimed  that  the  defendants  were  merely 
stakeholders ;  but  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  they  could  be  stake- 
holders, when,  as  we  have  seen,  by  the  law  of  this  State,  there 
was  only  one  party  who  had  any  right  whatever  as  owners  of 
the  stock,  of  which  they  claimed  to  be  merely  stakeholders. 

The  plaintiff  in  this  action,  in  May,  1865,  had  become  the 
purchaser  of  this  stock,  and  at  that  time  held  all  the  muni- 
ments of  title  thereto,  and  would  have  been  entitled  at  that  time 
to  demand  from  the  defendants  a  transfer  of  the  same. 

This  right  could  be  defeated  only  by  some  person  who  had 
a  prior  equitable  title  to  this  stock,  and  the  sheriff,  under  an 
attachment  issued  after  the  purchase  and  assignment  of  the 
stock  to  the  plaintiffs,  certainly  does  not  acquire  any  such  prior 
equity.  He,  by  the  levy  of  such  an  attachment,  could  not 
acquire  any  better  or  greater  title  tb  the  Btock,  than  a  person 
would  have  done  who  had  purchased  this  stock  of  the  person 
in  whose  name  it  stood  on  the  day  of  the  levy  of  the  attach- 
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ment;  and  the  principle  is  well  settled  in  this  State  that  such 
a  parchaser  would  not  acquire  any  interest  whatever  as  against 
a  prior  purchaser  for  value.  It  seems  to  be  clear,  therefore, 
that  the  plaintifEs  had  a  perfect  right  to  demand  the  transfer  of 
the  stock  to  them,  and  that  the  defendants  subjected  them- 
selves to  this  action  by  their  refiisal  to  accede  to  the  demand. 
The  judgment  must  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


John  Botd  v.  John  Finnbgan,  Impleaded,  &c. 

An  accommodation  endorser  of  a  bill  or  note  ie  to  be  regarded  as  standing  in  the 
character  of  a  surety,  and  as  entitled,  in  the  event  of  his  paying  his  princi- 
pal's debt,  to  be  subrogated  to  all  the  rights  and  remedies  of  the  creditor. 
And  any  interference  with  such  right  of  subrogation  will  relieve  the  surety. 

A  judgment  creditor  took  the  judgment  debtor's  note,  endorsed  for  accommoda- 
Uon  by  the  defendant,  as  collateral,  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  judgment 
He  subsequently,  but  before  the  maturity  of  the  note,  transferred  it  to  the 
plaintiff  for  value.  The  latter  having  notice  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  note  was  given,  paicl  the  judgment,  and  procured  it  to  be  satisfied,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  accommodation  endorser:  Held,  in  an  action  on  the  note 
against  the  endorser  that  by  such  payment  and  satisfoction  of  the  judgment^ 
the  indorser's  right  of  subrogation  was  prejudiced,  and  he  was^  therefore,  dis- 
charged from  liability  on  the  note. 

The  right  of  subrogation  is  recognised  by  courts  of  law  as  well  as  by  courts  of 
equity. 

Appeal  by  one  of  two  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the 
First  District  Court. 

The  action  was  brought  on  a  promissory  note  made  by  the 
defendant,  McDonough,  and  endorsed  by  the  defendant,  Fin- 
negan. 

In  March,  1867,  one  Samuel  Shapter  recovered  a  judgment 
against  McDonough,  and  the  note  in  this  action  was  given  to 
Shapter  as  collateral  security  for  the  payment  of  the  judgment ; 
Finnegan  received  no  consideration  for  his  endorsement 
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Before  the  maturity  of  the  note  the  plaintiff,  with  notice  of 
the  foregoing  facte,  paid  the  jadgment,  and  Shapter  executed 
and  delivered  to  him  a  satiifaction  of  the  judgment,  and  trans- 
ferred the  note  in  suit. 

Upon  the  close  of  the  evidence,  the  court  gave  judgment 
against  both  defendants,  from  which  judgment  the  defendant, 
Finnegan,  appealed  to  this  court. 

John  L.  Lindsay^  for  appellant. 

ThomOB  Ouahmg^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Court. — ^Lobw,  J. — ^Although  the  plaintiff  testified 
on  the  trial,  in  the  court  below,  that  he  took  the  note  in  suit 
in  the  regular  course  of  business,  it  is  obvious  that  at  the  time 
he  paid  the  judgment,  and  the  note  was  transferred  to  him,  he 
knew  that  it  had  been  given  to  and  was  held  by  the  attorney 
of  the  judgment  creditor  as  collateral  security  for  the  payment 
of  the  judgment.  Mr.  Johnston,  the  attorney,  distinctly  testi- 
fied that  he  informed  him  of  that  fact^  and  the  plaintifi*  failed 
to  contradict  him. 

Now  in  some  respects  there  is,  doubtless,  considerable  dif- 
ference between  an  endorser  and  a  surety,  but  still  where  one 
endorses  a  bill  or  note  for  the  accommodation  of  another,  he  is 
to  be  regarded  as  standing  in  the  character  of  a  surety  {Pitta  v. 
Congdony  2  N.  Y.  354 ;  Clason  v.  Morris^  10  Johns.  638 ; 
Wood  V.  Jefferwn,  Co.  Bamky  9  Cow.  206 ;  Haye%  v.  Wwrd^  4t 
Johns.  Ch.  126). 

In  the  case  at  bar,  the  defendant,  Finnegan,  proved — 
as  he  had  a  right  to  do-^Carpenter  v.  jETmgy  9  Met.  511 ; 
Xa  Farge  v.  Herter^  11  Barb.  159) — that  he  endorsed  the  note 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  defendant,  McDonough.  And 
although  it  does  not  clearly  appear  from  the  evidence  returned 
to  us  that  the  plaintiff  had  notice  of  that  fact,  yet  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  this  case 
justify  us  in  inferring  that  he  had  such  notice,  and  hence,  con- 
sidering the  endorser  as  being  entitled  to  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  a  surety  for  the  maker  of  the  note  {Hayes  v.  Ward^ 
mtprcb). 
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Begarding  him  as  snBtaining  that  relation,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  judgment  creditor  could  have  recovered  against  him 
upon  the  maturity  of  the  note ;  but  I  apprehend  that  in  the 
event  of  his  paying  the  debt,  he , would  in  equity  have  been 
entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  all  the  rights  of  the  judgment 
creditor,  not  only  in  respect  to  the  mortgage  and  any  other 
independent  collateral  securities  held  by  him,  but  also  as 
regards  the  original  judgment  obtained  by  him  against  the 
principal  debtor  (3  Kent's  Com.,  8th  ed.,  page  169 ;  Story's  Eq. 
Jur.,  8th  ed.,  §  499  and  note;  Ooodyecar  v.  WiUsouj  14  Barb. 
481;  Corey  Y.WhUeyZ^9xh.  12 'yN.  T.  State  Bk.Y.  Fletcher, 
6  Wend.  85 ;  Matthem  v.  Aihin,  1  N.  Y.  695 ;  Hutlbel  v.  Car- 
penter, 6  N.  Y.  171;  Clcwon  v.  Morris,  ewpra;  Flint  v. 
Schomberg,  1  Hilt.  632).  This  right  of  subrogation  is  also 
recognized  by  courts  of  law,  and  any  act  impairing  or  inter- 
fering with  it,  which  would  relieve  the  surety  from  liability  in 
equity,  will  also  relieve  him  at  law  {Corey  v.  White,  3  Barb. 
17;  LaFwrge  v.  Herter,  11  Barb.  159;  Stcrrme  v.  TTuym,  3 
Barb.  314 ;  Eiinjg  v.  BaUAom,  2  Johns.  Ch.  554).  And  as  the 
plaintiff,  with  notice  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
note  was  given,  did  before  maturity  of  the  same,  and  without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  endorser,  prejudice  him  by 
paying  the  judgment,  and  procuring  the  same  to  be  satisfied, 
the  latter,  it  seems  to  me,  was  discharged  from  all  liability  upon 
the  note  in  question(Za  Farge  v.  Herter,  supra  ;  Wood  v.  Jefer- 
eon  Co.  Bh,  9  Cow.  206 ;  Hayee  v.  Wa/rd,  eupr<i).  I  therefore 
think  that  as  to  him  the  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Fbanoib  M.  Bixby  and  othebb.^.  William  T.  Bennett  and 

ANOTHER. 

Wbere  a  consignor  of  a  cargo  improperly  detains  the  vessel  firom  going  to  sea,  he 
IB  liable  to  the  owner  for  his  special  damages. 

The  defendant  shipped  by  the  plaintifEs*  vessel  twenty-eight  bales  of  cotton.  By 
the  Internal  Revenue  laws  (Act  of  July  18th,  1866,  §  6)  it  is  declared  to  be  un- 
lawful for  the  master  of  a  vessel  to  convey  or  transport  cotton  firom  any  point 
in  the  district  in  which  it  shall  have  been  produced,  without  a  permit  from  the 
collector  of  the  district,  and  a  certificate  that  the  tax  has  been  paid.  The  de- 
fendant promised  the  master  of  the  vessel  to  procure  such  a  certificate  and 
permit,  but  having  neglected  to  do  so,  the  master  was  unable  to  get  a  clearance, 
and  was  detuned  eleven  days  from  going  to  sea. 

HM,  that  the  defendant  was  liable  in  damages,  it  being  shown  that  the  master 
had  taken  the  best  means  known  to  him  to  notify  the  defendant  of  the  cause  of 
the  delay. 

HHd,  further,  that  in  such  a  case,  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  master  either  to  pay 
the  tax,  in  order  to  obtun  a  clearance  of  the  vessel,  or  to  unload  and  store  the 
cotton. 

Where  tiiere  has  been  no  agreement  as  to  the  rate  of  demurrage,  the  charterer  or 
owner  recovers  an  equivalent  in  damages  for  the  whole  time  that  the  vessel  is 
detained,  through  the  delay  or  negligence  of  the  freighter,  the  measure  of 
damages  being  the  loss  or  injury  sustained  thereby,  which  may  be  ascer- 
tained by  showing  what  the  vessel  is  capable  of  earning,  or  usually  earns 
per  diem. 

This  court  can  only  reverse  an  order  of  the  Marine  Court  denying  a  motion  to 
open  a  default  or  trial,  on  the  ground  of  irregularity. 

A  cause  was  ordered,  in  the  Marine  Court,  to  be  tried  on  a  certain  day,  and  the 
defendants  attorney  attended,  and  not  finding  the  cause  on  the  calendar,  left 
the  court.  The  plaintiflfs  attorney,  however,  had  the  cause  placed  on  the  calen- 
dar, and  tried  the  cause,  one  of  the  defendants  appearing  in  person  and  taking 
part  in  the  triaL  Hdd,  that  such  a  de&ult  or  trial  was  not  irregular. 

Appeal  from  an  order  denying  a  motion  to  open  a  judg- 
ment of  the  Marine  Court,  and  from  the  judgment  itself. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  owner  of  the  ship  A.  B. 
Oook,  for  damages  occasioned  by  the  detention  of  the  vessel 
under  the  following  circumstances :  Section  5  of  the  IT.  S. 
Vol.  hi.— Ift 
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Internal  Eevenue  Act  of  July  13,  1866,  provided,  under  a 
penalty,  that  it  should  be  unlawful  for  a  master  of  a  vessel  to 
convey  cotton  from  the  district  in  which  it  was  produced  with- 
out a  permit  for  such  removal,  and  a  certificate  that  the  tax 
had  been  paid,  or  a  bond  having  been  given  for  such  payment 
to  the  collector  at  the  place  of  delivery. 

The  defendant  shipped,  by  the  A.  B.  Cook,  twenty-eight 
bales  of  cotton  from  Beaufort,  S.  C,  to  New  York.  The  cap- 
tain of  the  vessel,  on  the  25th  day  of  February,  began  taking 
the  cotton  on  board  the  A.  B.  Cook,  at  Beaufort,  and  told 
defendant  Bennett  he  should  go  to  sea  from  Hilton  Head,  on 
the  26th  or  27th  of  February,  and  that  he  (Bennett)  must  have 
all  his  papers  ready  for  him  on,  the  26th.  The  papers  alluded 
to  were  the  papers  indicating  that  the  internal  revenue  tax  on 
the  cotton  had  been  paid.  Bennett  agreed  to  have  the 
"  papers,"  so  that  the  captain  would  not  be  detained,  and  could 
go  to  sea  at  the  time  fixed  by  the  captain  for  sailing  from 
Hilton  Head.  On  the  27th  of  February,  the  captain  was  ready 
to  sail  from  Hilton  Head,  but  Bennett's  "papers"  did  not 
come.  The  wind  was  fair,  and  he  was  all  ready  to  go  to  sea 
on  the  28th  of  February,  but  did  not  sail  until  the  12th  of 
March  following,  because  he  had  not  the  internal  revenue  re- 
ceipts for  the  cotton ;  Mr.  Bennett  had  not  furnished  them. 

The  captain  applied  for  a  clearance  of  his  vessel  every  day 
at  the  custom-house,  from  the  27th  of  February  until  March 
9th,  but  could  not  get  it  imtil  the  duties  on  the  cotton  had 
been  paid.  The  receipts  were  then  furnished  on  the  mommg 
of  the  9th  March. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  trial,  the  justice  gave  judgment. 
A  motion  having  been  made  to  open  the  judgment,  and  denied, 
the  defendants  appealed  from  the  judgment  and  order  denying 
the  motion  to  this  court.  The  grounds  of  the  motion  suflBciently 
appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Wakeman  &  Latting^  for  appellants. 
A,  Spaulding^  for  respondent. 
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By  the  Coubt. — Daly,  F.  J. — ^We  can  only  review  the 
order  denying  the  motion  to  vacate  the  trial  upon  the  "ground 
of  irregularity.  So  far  as  the  opening  of  the  default  rested  in 
the  discretion  of  the  judge  before  whom  the  motion  was  made, 
it  is  not  a  matter  which  can  be  reviewed  upon  appeal. 

There  was  no  foundation  for  opening  the  default  and  vacat- 
ing the  trial  upon  the  ground  of  irregularity .  The  order  made 
by  the  court  was,  that  the  action  be  placed  on  the  day  calendar 
for  trial  on  the  16th  of  October,  1868.  The  order  was  duly 
£led  with  the  clerk,  and  it  was  for  him  to  put  the  cause  on  the 
day  calendar.  This,  it  would  seem,  he  omitted  to  do.  The 
defendant's  counsel  attended  with  his  witnesses,  waited  until 
all  the  causes  on  the  calendar  were  called,  and  not  seeing  the 
plaintiff  or  his  counsel,  and  finding  the  cause  not  on  the 
calendar,  left  the  court.  This  he  did  at  his  peril.  He 
knew  that,  by  the  order  of  the  court,  the  cause  was  to  be 
placed  on  the  calendar  that  day,  and  by  calling  the  attention 
of  the  clerk  to  that  fact,  he  could  have  had  the  cause  put  on 
the  calendar  and  called,  and  if  the  plaintiff  was  not  there,  have 
had  it  dismissed.  He  had  no  right  to  presume  that  the  order 
had  not  been  filed  with  the  clerk.  It  was  in  fact  filed,  and 
the  defendant's  counsel,  without  making  any  further  inquiry, 
left  the  court  about  a  quarter  before  eleven  o'clock,  A.M. 
This  was  the  statement  on  the  part  of  the  defendants. 

The  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  states  that  he  called  the  clerk's 
attention  to  the  order  made  by  the  court ;  that  it  was  found  by 
the  clerk ;  and  that  the  cause  was  called  upon  the  calendar 
about  half  past  ten  o'clock  by  Judge  Gross,  who  ordered  the 
cause  to  be  tried  before  Judge  Curtis,  in  an  adjoining  room. 
Two  hours  and  a  half  elapsed  before  it  was  actually  tried. 
After  the  defendant's  counsel  left,  one  of  the  defendants  came 
into  court,  saw  the  plaintiffs'  witnesses  there,  and  remained 
until  the  cause  was  brought  on  for  trial,  when  he  asked  for  an 
adjournment,  which  the  judge  refused  to  grant;  and  the  trial 
proceeded,  the  defendant  conducting  the  defense  in  his  own 
person. 

The  plaintiff  was  regular,  and  if  the  defendant  desired 
the  aid  of  his  counsel,  there  was  ample  time  for  him  to  have 
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procured  bis  attendance.  The  case  may  have  been  one  for 
relief,  if  the  counsel  had  left  under  the  impression  that  the  trial 
was  not  to  be  brought  on ;  but  that  was  wholly  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  judge  to  whom  the  application  was  made  to  open 
the  default,  and  with  the  exercise  of  that  discretion  we  cannot 
interfere. 

There  is  no  ground  for  reversing  this  judgment  on  the 
merits.  The  agent  of  the  vessel  testified  that  it  was  the  dutv 
of  the  shipper  to  furnish  the  papers  from  the  collector  of 
internal  revenue;  and  the  captain  swore  that  be  told  the 
defendant,  General  Bennett,  at  Beaufort,  that  he  should  go  to 
sea  from  Hilton  Head,  on  Thursday  afternoon  or  Friday  morn- 
ing ;  that  he,  Bennett,  should  have  all  his  papers  ready  for  him 
by  Thursday  morning ;  and  Bennett  said  he  would  have  the 
papers,  so  that  the  captain  would  not  be  detained,  but  could 
go  to  sea  on  Thursday  or  Friday.  The  agent  of  the  vessel  saw 
Bennett  on  Monday,  the  last  day  the  vessel  lay  at  Beaufort, 
and  Bennett  said  to  him :  You  need  not  be  alarmed,  the  papers 
will  be  ready  before  the  vessel  is  ready.  Th^e  facts  were  not 
contradicted  by  Bennett,  who  was  examined  as  a  witness  on 
his  own  behalf.  It  appears  that  he  entered  into  a  bond  to  pay 
the  tax,  under  the  new  Internal  Bevenue  Act,  and  as  he  under- 
stood the  internal  revenue  agent  to  say  that  he  was  going  to  Hil- 
ton Head  with  the  captain,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  he  was  to  go 
there  before  the  sliip  could  receive  the  balance  of  the  freight,  in 
order  to  make  the  necessary  clearance,  he,  Bennett,  did  nothing 
further  about  the  matter,  but  returned  to  his  plantation.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  captain  knew  anything  about  the 
giving  of  the  bond.  Indeed,  he  testified  that  nothing  at  all 
was  said  about  a  bond ;  and  denied,  when  the  interrogatory 
was  put  to  him,  upon  his  cross-examination,  that  it  was  undeiv 
stood  between  himself,  the  internal  revenue  agent,  and  the 
defendant,  that  the  papers  were  all  correct. 

On  Thursday,  the  26th,  the  vessel  left  Beaufort  for  Hilton 
Head ;  and  upon  the  following  day,  Friday,  the  freight  to  be 
taken  there  was  got  in,  and  the  vessel  was  ready  for  sea  on  the 
28th,  with  a  fair  wind ;  but  the  captain  could  not  get  a  clear- 
ance for  the  want  of  a  receipt  that  the  internal  revenue  tax 
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upon  the  defendants'  cotton  had  been  paid  at  Beanfort.  This 
was  entirely  owing  to  the  defendant's  neglect.  It  was  his  duty 
as  shipper  to  fnrnish  the  captain  with  the  necessary  papers 
to  show  that  the  internal  revenue  tax  upon  his  cotton  had  been 
paid ;  and  even  if  it  had  not  been,  he  had  expressly  agreed 
to  do  so.  The  delay  of  the  vessel  arose  from  his  assuming 
that  the  internal  revenue  oflBicer  would  go  to  Hilton  Head^ 
to  make  the  necessary  clearance,  according  to  his  promise, 
and  because  it  was  customary ;  whereas  that  officer  did  not 
go  to  Hilton  Head  until  nearly  a  week  after  the  vessel  had 
left  Beanfort,  and  did  not  then  bring  the  papers  necessary  for 
a  clearance.  It  was,  in  fact,  relying  upon  another  to  do,  what 
be  was  bound  and  had  engaged  to  do  himself;  and  from 
the  delay  which  arose  from  its  not  being  done,  neither  the 
captain,  nor  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  were  in  any  way  ac- 
countable. 

No  laches  could  be  imputed  to  the  captain.  He  was  ready 
to  sail  on  the  28th,  and  had  a  favorable  wind.  He  waited  two 
days  for  the  papers,  and  then  despatched  a  letter  to  the  de- 
fendant by  mail.  He  mailed  the  letter  at  Hilton  Head,  and 
receiving  no  reply,  mailed  another,  four  days  afterwards, 
on  the  6th;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  9th,  a  letter  was 
received,  enclosing  the  receipt.  The  wind  was  then  ahead, 
and  a  farther  delay  of  three  days  ensued  before  the  captain 
could  put  to  sea. 

It  is  urged  that  he  should  have  despatched  a  special  mes- 
senger to  the  defendant  to  advise  him  of  the  delay  of  the 
vessel  and  the  cause  of  it,  as  the  defendant  testified  that  the  letter 
directed  to  him,  had  been  sent  through  the  post-office,  by 
Beaufort,  a  round-about  course,  and  that  it  would  have  reached 
him  about  as  soon  if  it  had  been  sent  to  New  York.  But  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  captain  knew  this.  He  was  asked  by  the 
defendant,  "Are  you  not  aware  where  my  residence  is  on  St. 
Helena  Island?"  and  he  answered  "No."  "Were  you  not 
aware  at  the  time  ?"  and  the  reply  was  "  No."  The  agent  of 
the  vessel,  who  had  been  at  the  defendant's  plantation,  was 
asked  if  they  could  not  have  notified  the  defendant  in  a  day, 
and  his  answer  was  "  No."    "  I  mentioned  to  Captain  Small  if 
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we  only  knew  where  it  was."  He  was  then  asked  if  they  did  not 
know  it  was  Swayne's  store,  a  place  seven  miles  distance  by 
water,  where  the  plantation  was,  and  he  answered,  I  pre&nme 
they  did.  I  think  the  captain  did  all  that  he  was  required  to 
do.  He  notified  the  defendant  by  mail  from  the  nearest  post- 
office,  and  if  that  did  not  prove  to  be  the  quickest  way  to 
relieve  him  of  the  delay,  it  was  no  fault  of  the  captain's.  He 
resorted  to  the  usual  and  proper  course,  and  if  it  took  six  days 
for  a  letter  to  reach  the  defendant  by  mail,  through  defective 
postal  arrangements  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  captain  or 
his  principals  are  not  to  be  held  answerable.  The  delay  in 
reality  was  occasioned  by  the  defendant  giving  a  bond,  instead 
of  paying  the  tax,  as  he  was  afterwards  obliged  to  do  when  he 
learned  of  the  delay  of  the  vessel ;  for  the  bond,  it  £q[>pears,  had 
to  be,  or  it  was,  sent  to  the  collector  at  Charleston  for  his 
approval,  and  it  may  be  presumed  was  not  returned  to  Beau- 
fort by  the  8th,  as  the  defendant  had  then  to  pay  the  tax,  that 
the  vessel  might  be  cleared. 

It  is  argued  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show 
that  the  collector  was  justified  by  law  in  refusing  to  clear  the 
vessel.  The  collector  refused  to  give  a  clearance,  because  the 
tax  upon  twenty-eight  bales  of  cotton  on  board  of  her  had  not 
been  paid,  or  because  the  master  had  no  official  receipt,  paper, 
or  other  evidence  to  show  that  it  had  been  paid.  The  act  of 
Congress  of  July  13, 1866,  section  2,  declares  that  the  tax  upon 
cotton,  provided  for  in  the  previous  section,  shall  be  levied  by 
the  assessor  upon  the  producer,  owner,  or  holder  thereof,  and 
shall  be  paid  to  the  collector  of  internal  revenue,  within  and 
for  the  collection  district  in  which  said  cotton  shall  have  been 
produced,  and  hefore  the  Bame  shall  home  been  removed  there- 
from (Acts  of  the  First  Session  of  the  29th  Congress,  p.  14), 
and  under  this  provision  the  custom-house  officer  at  Hilton 
Head,  whose  duty  it  was  to  prevent  frauds  upon  the  revenue, 
was  justified  in  detaining  the  vessel  until  he  had  some  evidence 
that  the  tax  was  paid,  or  a  bond  given  for  it,  as  required  by  law. 
But  whether  he  had  or  had  not,  negligence  cannot  be  imputed 
to  the  master  in  detaining  his  vessel  until  he  could  get  a  clear- 
ance from  the  custom-house.     It  is  as  old  as   Cfuidon  and 
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MdUoy^  that  the  master  muBt  obtain  the  necessary  clearances 
or  permission  to  sail  from  the  officers  of  the  customs,  pay  the 
necessary  port  and  other  charges  for  the  purpose,  and  that  he 
must  not  knowingly  mix  up  and  take  with  his  cargo  goods 
upon  which  a  tax  or  duties  are  payable  before  they  can  be 
taken  away  from  the  port  of  departure  (Guidon,  c.  5,  art.  33 ; 
MoDoy,  book  2,  c.  2  &  9 ;  Abbott  on  Shipping,  348,  8th  Lond. 
ed.)  The  fifth  section  of  the  act  akeady  quoted,  provides  that 
it  diall  be  unlawful  for  any  master  of  a  vessel  to  convey  cotton 
from  the  district  in  which  it  has  been  produced,  without  a 
parmit  for  such  removal  from  the  collector  of  the  district,  and 
a  certificate  that  the  tax  has  been  paid,  under  a  penalty  of 
$100  for  each  hale^  or  a  year's  imprisonment.  If  the  captain 
had  sailed  with  the  cotton,  without  this  permit,  he  would  have 
subjected  himself  to  a  pecuniary  penalty  of  $2,800,  or  impris- 
onment. A  clearance  was,  therefore,  indispensable,  and  the 
custom-house  officer  at  Hilton  Head  very  properly  refused  to 
give  it  until  the  receipt  for  the  payment  or  the  bonding  of  the 
tax  was  furnished. 

It  would  be  preposterous  to  hold,  as  the  defendant's  counsel 
insists,  in  his  argument,  that  to  prevent  the  delay,  the  captain 
should  have  taken  out  the  twenty-eight  bales  from  his  vessel, 
and  stored  them  at  ^ilton  Head,  or,  in  other  words,  that  after 
all  his  cargo  was  taken  in,  and  he  was  ready  for  sea,  he 
should  have  broken  bulk,  and  put  the  owners  to  the  expense 
and  trouble  of  the  taking  out  of  twenty-eight  bales  of  cotton, 
which,  for  all  that  we  know,  may  have  been  at  the  bottom  of  the 
ship,  to  save  the  defendant  from  the  expense  of  a  demurrage 
occasioned  by  his  own  fault  or  to  lessen  the  amount  of  it. 

Neither  was  he  called  upon  to  send  to  Beaufort  and  pay  the 
tax.  Both  he  and  the  agent  might  very  well  assume,  from  the 
defendant's  assurance,  that  the  papers  would  be  sent  to  Hilton 
Head  before  the  vessel  would  be  ready  to  sail,  that  the  tax  had 
been  paid,  and  that  through  somebody's  neglect,  the  receipt 
had  not  been  sent.  He  did  exactly  what  he  ought  to  have 
done.  He  notified  the  defendant  by  letter  that  he  could  not 
clear  bis  vessel  for  want  of  the  permit,  which  the  defendant 
bad  promised  to  liave  ready;  that  he  was  thereby  detained 
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from  going  to  sea,  and  that  he  would  hold  him  responsible  for 
the  detention,  and  this  was  all  that  could  be  reasonably  ex* 
pected  on  the  part  of  the  captain.  There  might  be  circum- 
stances in  which  it  would  be  the  duty  of  a  master  having  cotton 
on  board  his  ship,  to  pay  the  tax  and  charge  it  upon  the  cotton, 
where  the  owner  could  not  be  found  or  could  not  be  reached 
without  involving  a  very  long  delay  of  the  vessel ;  but  this  was 
not  such  a  case.  Justice  Selden,  in  SamiUon  v.  McPher^onj 
(28  N.  T.  Kep.  76,)  says,  that  "  the  law  imposes  upon  a  party 
subjected  to  injury  by  the  breach  of  a  contract,  the  active  duty 
of  making  reasonable  exertions  to  render  the  injury  as  light  as 
possible ;  that  public  interest  and  sound  morality  accord  with 
the  law  in  demanding  this,  and  if  the  injured  party,  through 
negligence  and  wilfuUness,  allows  the  damages  to  be  unneces- 
sarily enhanced,  the  increased  loss  falls  justly  upon  him."  The 
captain,  in  my  judgment,  did  make  reasonable  exertions,  and 
neither  he  nor  the  agent  are  chargeable  with  either  negligently 
or  wilfully  allowing  the  damages  to  be  enhanced  unneces- 
sarily. 

The  plaintiff  recovered  for  a  detention  of  ten  days.  The 
vessel  was  ready  to  sail  on  the  28th  of  February,  1867,  which 
that  year  was  the  last  day  in  February.  The  permit  was  re- 
ceived on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  March,  but  the  wind  was 
then  north-east,  which,  being  a  head-wind,  the  vessel  could  not 
and  did  not  get  to  sea  until  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  March, 
that  is  from  the  date  of  the  protest,  ten  days,  or  less  than  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to,  the  vessel  having  been  actually 
detained  eleven  days,  after  she  was  ready  to  sail,  without  any 
fault  on  the  part  of  the  captain  or  owners.  The  plaintiff 
makes  the  computation  five  days  and  a  half,  by  commencing 
with  the  day  after  the  date  of  the  protest,  and  ending  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th,  when  the  permit  was  received ;  but  I  am  at 
loss  to  see  what  ground  he  has  for  such  a  computation.  Where 
there  has  been  no  agreement  as  to  the  rate  of  demurrage,  the 
charterer  or  owner  receives  an  equivalent  in  damages  for  the 
whole  time  that  the  vessel  was  detained,  through  the  delay 
or  negligence  of  the  freighter,  the  measure  being  the  loss  or 
injury  sustained  thereby,  which  may  be  ascertained  by  showing 
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what  the  veesel  is  capable  of  earning,  or  nsually  eame,  per 
dienhj  as  was  done  in  this  case.  {The  Angerona^  1  Dods.  Adm. 
R  882 ;  Moorsom  t.  BeU,  2  Camp.  616 ;  Kett  v.  Anderson^  10 
Mee.  &  Welsh.  498 ;  Horn  v.  Bannsan,  9  Car.  &  P.  709 ;  Clm- 
daniel  v.  Tuckeman,  17  Barh.  190 ;  Jforse  v.  Pesant,  2  Keyes^ 
R  16 ;  Abbott  on  Shipping,  306,  807,  8th  Lond.  ed.) 
The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 


BoBERT  BoBELL  et  ol.  V.  Stewabt  Newell  et  al. 

A  leasee  of  certain  prenuBes  entered  into  a  written  contract  with  another,  by 
which  the  latter  agreed  to  advance  the  money  necessary  to  fit  ap  the  premises 
in  a  manner  suitable  for  snb-lettingi  to  collect  Uie  rents  firom  the  sub-tenants,  and 
after  payment  of  his  own  advances  and  the  rent  due  to  the  lessor,  to  divide  the 
net  income  of  the  premises  equally  between  himself  and  the  lessee. 

Held,  that  sncli  an  agreement  created,  in  equity,  a  trust  for  the  lessor's  benefit 
wMch  he  was  entitled  to  enforce  against  the  parties  to  it 

Both  principal  and  agent  cannot  be  sued  together  on  a  contract  made  by  the 
agent  in  his  own  name  for  the  benefit  of  his  principal.  The  party  with  whom 
the  oontraol  is  made,  may  sue  the  agent  as  principal,  or  if  he  elect,  he  may  sue 
the  real  principal,  but  he  cannot  sue  both. 

Special  Teem,  Januaey,  1870. 

The  defendant  Newell,  being  the  lessee  of  the  certain  prem- 
ises, entered  into  a  written  contract  with  the  defendant 
Lodlow,  by  which  the  latter  agreed  to  advance  the  money 
necessary  to  fit  np  the  premised  in  a  manner  suitable  for  sub- 
letting; to  collect  the  rents  from  sub-tenants,  and  after  pay- 
ment of  his  own  advances  and  the  rent  due  to  the  landlord,  to 
divide  the  net  income  of  the  premises  equally  between  himself 
and  Newell. 

Ludlow  fitted  up  the  premises,  accordingly,  and  collected 
the  rents  firom  the  sub-tenants.  Newell  also  collected  some  of 
the  rents.  The  plaintiffs,  the  lessors,  brought  this  action,  on  a 
complaint  ailing  the  foregoing  facts,  and  the  non-payment  of 
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rent,  and  alleging  the  insolyencj  of  Newell  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver  of  his  interest  in  the  lease,  &c.,  and  prayed 
judgment  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  to  collect  the  rents 
from  the  sub-tenants,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  the  lease, 
and  after  paying  the  expenses  of  collection,  &c.,  to  pay  over 
the  balance  to  the  plaintiffs. 

It  was  avenged  in  the  pleadings  and  proved  in  the  trial 
that  Newell  took  the  lease  from  the  plaintiff  in  his  own  name, 
but  really  as  the  agent  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  Boston 
Petroleum  Co.,  one  of  the  defendants.  The  action  was  tried 
before  Daly,  F.  J.,  without  a  jury. 

John  Ehfy  for  plaintiff. 

E.  P.  WJieder,  for  defendant. 

Daly,  F.  J. — ^The  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  a  decree  against 
Newell  and  Ludlow  for  the  payment  of  the  two  quarters' 
rent  due  May  1,  1867,  with  interest,  deducting  therefrom 
the  $237.50  paid  to  the  receiver.  The  liability  of  Newell 
is  founded  upon  the  lease,  and  that  of  Ludlow  upon  the  agree- 
ment in  writing  entered  into  between  him  and  Newell,  which 
in  equity  created  a  trust  for  the  plaintiffs'  benefit,  which  they 
are  entitled  to  enforce.  (Story's  Equity  Jurisp.  §  1244.)  In- 
deed, if  it  were  necessary,  I  would  be  entitled,  upon  the  author- 
ities, to  hold  that  the  plaintifis  could  maintain  an  action 
against  Ludlow  directly  upon  the  promise,  as  made  by  Ludlow 
to  Newell  for  the  plaintiflfe'  benefit.  {Burr  v.  Beers,  24 
N.  Y.  Rep.  180;  Lavrrence  v.  Fox,  20  Id.  286;  ScoU  v.  PUr 
hmgtm,  15  Abb.  Pr.  280.) 

If  effect  is  given  in  equity  to  the  agreement  between  Ludlow 
and  Newell,  and  Newell  is  held  amenable  in  equity  upon  his 
obligation  as  lessee,  then  there  should  be  no  decree  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rent  against  the  petroleum  company,  although  they 
allege  in  their  answer  that  the  lease  was  taken  by  Newell  in  his 
own  name  for  their  benefit.  If  the  plaintifis  can  charge  the 
petroleum  company  in  equity,  it  would  be  upon  the  ground 
that  they  were  the  real  party  in  interest  and  the  one  wko 
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should  pay  the  rent  (  V(m  Schaick  v.  The  Third  Avenue  HaU- 
Toad  Co.  8  Abb.  Pr.  R.  383 ;  LarriUard  v.  LorriUwrd^  4  Id. 
210),  a  conclusion  which  would  dispose  of  the  question  of  the 
liability  of  any  other.  K  an  agent  make  a  contract  in  his  own 
name,  the  party  with  whom  it  is  made  may  sne  the  agent  as 
principal,  or,  if  he  elect  to  do  so,  may  sue  the  real  principal. 
He  has  his  option  to  sue  either,  but  he  cannot  sue  both ;  for 
when  he  sues  the  principal  he  affirms  the  fact  that  the  other 
was  acting  simply  as  an  agent.  {Fitzsvmmons  v.  Baxter ,  ante^ 
p.  81 ;  JPriestly  v.  Femie,  3  Hurls.  &  Colt.  983 ;  Story  on 
Agency,  7th  ed.  296,  last  editor's  note.)  If  the  plaintiffs,  there- 
fore, are  to  hold  Newell  upon  the  lease  and  Ludlow  upon  the 
agreement  with  Newell,  answerable  for  the  rent,  they  must 
abandon  all  claim  against  the  petroleum  company,  for  if  they 
are  bound  for  the  rent  the  others  are  not. 

The  suit  maybe  discharged  as  to  the  remaining  parties? 
without  costs.  As  to  Smith,  he  consented  to  such  a  disposition, 
and  as  to  the  Broadway  Bank  there  was  nothing  in  the  com- 
plaint that  made  it  necessary  for  them  to  appear  and  contest 
the  claim.  My  decision  as  to  the  extent  of  the  responsibility  of 
Kewell  and  Ludlow  necessarily  adopts  the  view  of  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rents  received  by  the  receiver,  which  the  plaintiff 
has  presented.  The  receiver  was  not  a  necessary  party,  all 
those  for  whom  he  acted  officially  as  the  representative  being 
parties  to  the  suit. 
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Frank  Bunacleuoh  v,  Jameb  Poolman. 

The  delivery  of  a  chattel  by  a  debtor  to  his  creditor,  accompanied  by  the  ezeca- 
tion  of  an  instmment,  by  which  the  former  .agreed  "  to  give  up  all  daim  to  the 
watch,  Ac,  if  all  claims  dae  to  yon  (the  creditor)  by  me  (the  debtor)  are  not 
paid  by  the  first  of  August,  1867," — Hdd,  not  to  constitute  a  pledge,  but  a  mort* 
gage,  and  the  title  passed  absolutely  on  the  failore  of  the  condition  expressed  in 
the  instroment. 

ffdd,  however,  that  the  debtor  had  a  right  of  redemption  in  equity,  which  was  not 
waived  by  the  condition  expressed  in  the  agreement ;  and  that,  in  proceedings 
supplementary  to  execution  against  the  debtor,  a  receiver  might  be  appointed, 
with  a  view  of  reaching  the  debtor's  interest  in  the  property  by  a  suit  in  equity 
to  redeem. 


Special  Term,  January,  1870. 

Motion  for  a  receiver  Id  proceedings  sapplementaiy  to 
execution. 

The  plaintiff  having;  recovered  a  judgment  against  the 
defendant,  on  the  26th  September,  1867,  procured  an  order,  on 
the  9th  October,  1867,  to  examine  one  James  Ackroyd,  on  the 
ground  that  the  latter  had  property  in  his  possession  belonging 
to  the  judgment  debtor.  Upon  tie  examination,  it  appeared 
that  the  defendant,  in  February,  1867,  gave  Ackroyd  a  pawn- 
ticket for  a  watch  and  chain  then  in  pawn  ;  that  Ackroyd  re- 
deemed the  watch  and  chain.  It  appeared  that  the  defendant 
was  indebted  to  Ackroyd,  and  for  such  previous  debt,  and  the 
amount  paid  in  redeeming  the  jewelry,  Ackroyd  was  allowed 
to  retain  the  watch,  receiving  from  the  defendant  the  following 
writing,  viz:  "New  York,  February  11th,  1867.  I  hereby 
agree  to  give  up  all  claim  to  the  watch,  &c.,  if  all  claims  due 
to  you  from  me  are  not  paid  by  the  first  of  August,  eighteen 
sixty-seven.  Signed,  James  Poolman."  The  watch  and  chain 
had  not  been  redeemed,  and  Ackroyd  claimed  it  to  be  his. 
The  plaintiff  moved  for  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  of  the 
property. 
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J,  B.  JSlwoodj  for  motion,  cited  BrowneU  v.  HoAJohins^  4 
Barb.  491 ;  Witsm  v.  LitOe,  2  N.  T,  443. 

Mr.  Egcm^  opposed,  cited  Stewart  v.  Foster^  1  Hilt.  508 ; 
Rodman  v.  JBmry,  17  N.  Y.  482. 

Dalt,  F.  J. — This  is  not  a  pledge.  The  defendant  gave 
the  watch  to  Ackroyd,  signing  an  agreement  in  writing  that 
he  wonld  give  np  all  claim  to  the  watch,  if  all  claims  due  by 
him  to  Ackroyd  were  not  paid  by  the  1st  of  August,  1867.  It 
is  distinguishable  from  the  case  of  Brownell  t.  Sawhins  (4 
Barb.  491),  where  the  condition  was,  that  if  the  debt  were 
not  paid  by  a  certain  time,  the  creditor  might  dispose  of 
the  property  "  to  the  paying  of  the  account,"  showing,  as  the 
judge  held,  that  there  was  no  intention  to  transfer  a  title  abso- 
lutely or  conditionally,  but  to  deliver  the  property  in  security 
for  the  debt,  with  a  right  to  sell  it  for  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
if,  by  a  certain  time,  the  demand  or  debt  were  not  paid ;  that 
is,  it  was  a  power  given  to  the  creditor  to  obtain  the  debt  by  a 
sale  of  the  property  fairly  conducted ;  but  was  not  an  absolute 
appropriation  of  it  after  a  given  time  to  him,  if  the  debt  were 
not  paid,  which  was  the  case  here.  This  case  resembles  more 
nearly  Langdon  v.  Bush  (9  Wend.  80),  where  the  words  of  the 
instrument  were,  "  for  securing  the  payment  of  the  said  notes, 
I  hereby  pledge  and  gvoe  a  lien  upon  the  engine  to  said  Lang- 
don, and  if  the  notes  are  not  paid,  I  consent  that  he  shall  hold 
the  same  as  security,  and  to  save  himself  harmless;  it  being 
understood  that  I  keep  possession  of  the  same  until  the  time 
arrives  for  the  payment  of  the  notes ;  and  if  the  same  are  not 
paid,  Langdon  may  take  the  same "  (the  engine).  This,  the 
court  held,  was  not  a  pledge,  but  a  mortgage ;  and  that,  upon 
the  failure  to  perform  the  condition,  Langdon  acquired  an 
absolnte  title  to  the  chattel. 

After  the  failure  to  perform  the  condition  in  the  present 
case,  by  the  1st  of  August,  1867,  all  Poolman's  claim  to  the 
watch  was  relinquished,  and  by  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
the  title  passed  to  Ackroyd.  Where  there  is  a  delivery  and  an 
agreement  that  all  title  or  claim  to  the  property  shall  be  relin- 
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quished,  if  a  certain  Bum  of  money  is  not  paid  by  a  certain 
day,  it  is  a  mortgage,  and  the  feature  which  distinguishes  it  is, 
that  the  title  is  to  pass  and  become  absolute,  if  the  condition  is 
not  performed ;  or  it  is  a  mortgage,  as  in  Langdon  v.  J?u«A,  if 
the  title  is  conveyed  subject  to  a  defeasance,  if  the  condition  is 
performed  within  a  given  time.  If  there  is  nothing  in  the 
agreement  to  create  a  forfeiture  of  the  right  to  redeem  the 
property,  or  to  defeat  the  right  to  it,  except  by  a  lawfiil  sale, 
under  a  power  conferred,  then  it  is  a  pledge  (Edwards  on  Bail- 
ment, 251,  252) ;  but  that  is  not  this  case. 

The  mortgagee  of  personal  property  is  not  required  in  order 
to  perfect  his  title,  to  foreclose  the  equity  of  redemption ;  for  his 
title  matures  and  becomes  absolute  upon  the  failure  of  the 
mortgagor  to  perform  the  condition  {Jackson  v.  Blodget^  5 
Cow.  202 ;  Powell  on  Mortgages,  1115).  There  is  a  right  of 
redemption  in  equity  which  it  is  necessary  to  foreclose,  as  it  is 
not  waived  by  any  agreement  beforehand  between  the  parties, 
and  which  may  be  foreclosed  by  a  public  sale  under  the  statute. 
The  motion  must  be  granted  for  a  receiver,  if  the  plaintiff  wishes 
to  bring  a  suit  in  equity  to  redeem,  that  being  the  only  way 
in  which  any  interest  which  Poolman  has  can  be  reached, 
Ackroyd's  legal  title  being  absolute. 

Ordered  accordingly. 
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Geobge  C.  Genet  v.  John  BmssE,  Executor,  et  al. 

To  lay  a  foundation  for  costs  in  an  action  against  executors  and  administrators, 
Ihe  daim  presented  for  payment  and  offered  to  be  referred,  before  action 
brought,  must  be  tvbstantiaUy  the  claim  upon  which  the  plaintiff  subsequently 
recovers. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  claim  presented  should  be  of  the  precise  amount 
recovered  in  the  action,  or  that  it  should  be  in  favor  of  precisely  the  sam& 
party,  so  long  as  the  executor  is  not  misled  and  is  apprised  of  the  general 
nature  of  the  claim.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the  daim  should  have  been 
presented  to  each  of  two  executors. 

Special  Tebm,  Januaey,  1870. 

Motion  for  costs  in  aii  action  against  executors.  The  fact& 
fully  appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

G,  C.  Oenety  for  motion. 

Scudder  <&  Carter^  opposed. 

Dalt,  F.  J. — This  is  an  application  to  allow  the  costs  and 
disbursements  to  be  taxed  and  inserted  in  the  judgment.  It 
is  resisted  upon  the  ground  that  the  claim  upon  which  the 
plaintiff  has  recovered  is  not  the  claim  which  was  presented  to 
the  executors,  which  they  disputed,  and  which  Scudder  and 
Carter,  the  plaintiff's  attorneys,  offered  to  refer,  and  that, 
therefore^  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  costs. 

The  plaintiff  recovered  $1,250  for  the  breach  of  a  special 
contract  on  the  part  of  the  executors,  entered  into  in  writing 
between  the  plaintiff  and  the  testator,  whereby  the  testator 
agreed  that  the  plaintiff  should  appear  on  his,  the  testator's, 
behalf  before  the  commissioners  of  estimates  and  assessments 
and  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  matter  of  the  widening  of  Reade 
street,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  amount  of  the  award 
made  by  the  commissioners  in  favor  of  the  testator,  and  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


240  COUET  OP  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Oenet  y.  Binase. 

which  special  contract  he  agreed  that  the  plaintiff  should  have 
one-half  of  the  increase  over  and  above  the  award  made,  he, 
the  plaintiff,  taking  the  trouble  and  expense  at  his  own  risk. 

After  this  contract  was  entered  into,  and  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  testator,  the  plaintiff  undertook  to  obtain  an  increase  of 
the  award,  and  appeared  upon  the  testator's  behalf  before  the 
commissioners  of  estimates  and  assessments  and  before  the  Su- 
preme Court,  rendering  various  services,  which  were  continued 
after  the  testator's  death  and  after  the  defendants  had  entered 
upon  their  duties  as  executors,  the  counsel  of  the  executors,  the 
late  Mr.  Edwards,  appearing  as  their  representative,  with  the 
plaintiff,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  matter  before  the  commis- 
sioners. 

I  conclude,  from  the  plaintiff's  letter  of  October  30, 1858, 
and  the  defendant  Biusse's  reply  to  it,  that  the  defendants  were 
unwilling  to  recognize  the  plaintiff's  right  to  appear  any  fur- 
ther on  their  behalf  or  on  that  of  the  estate,  under  the  contract 
which  he  had  made  with  the  testator,  upon  the  technical 
grounds  that  new  commissioners  had  been  appointed,  and  that, 
in  the  language  of  the  defendant  Binsse's  letter,  the  plaintiff's 
contract  with  the  testator  was  based  upon  the  sole  claim  of  ob- 
taining an  increased  award  from  the  old  set  of  commissioners, 
and  the  intervening  circumstances  (the  appointment  of  new 
ones),  having  destroyed  that  chance,  he  had  no  right  under  his 
contract  to  appear  any  further  in  the  matter,  in  behalf  of  the 
estate,  the  sole  management  of  which  was  to  be  and,  I  presume, 
was  entrusted  thereafter  to  Mr.  Edwards,  a  distinction  which 
the  referee  did  not  appreciate,  as  he  awarded  $1,250  damages 
to  the  plaintiff  for  the  breach  of  the  contract  of  the  testator  on 
the  part  of  the  executors. 

The  plaintiff's  letter  of  October  30, 1858,  to  the  defendant, 
Binsse,  was  an  offer  to  surrender  the  contract  signed  by  the  tes- 
tator, and  abandon  all  right  to  contingent  compensation  under 
it  for  $1,000,  a  less  sum  than  he  has  recovered,  and  that  for  his 
services  after  the  new  commission  was  appointed  he  would  not 
name  any  sum,  but  submit  it  to  the  arbitration  of  Mr.  O'Conor 
or  Mr.  Cutting,  two  eminent  lawyers,  all  of  which  the  defend* 
ant,  Binsse,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  co-executors,  declined, 
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refoBing  for  the  reasons  above  set  forth  to  recognize  that  the 
plaintiff  had  any  claim  whatever  against  the  estate  upon  the 
testator's  contract  or  any  right  whatever  to  appear  on  its  behalf 
after  the  appointment  of  the  new  commissioners. 

Matters  appear  to  have  remained  in  this  state  until  the  12th 
of  October,  1859,  when  Scudder  and  Carter  addressed  the  de- 
fendant, Binsse,  a  letter  informing  him  that  they  were  em- 
ployed by  the  plaintiff  and  E.  G.  Genet  as  their  attorneys  to 
present  their  claim  against  the  La  Farge  estate  to  the  executors, 
and  that  they  enclosed  therewith  a  statement  of  it ;  that  from 
what  had  occurred  in  respect  to  the  clcmn,^  they  supposed  it 
would  not  be  recognized  by  the  executors,  and  that,  to  test  its 
validity,  they  offered,  on  behalf  of  their  clients,  in  case  the  exec- 
utors should  doubt  the  justice  of  the  daim^  to  refer  the  matter 
in  controversy  to  three  disinterested  persons  to  be  approved  by 
the  Surrogate.  On  the  18th  of  October  following,  six  days 
afterwards,  Scudder  and  Carter  received  a  note  from  Mr.  Ed- 
wards to  the  effect  that  he  was  instructed  by  the  executors  to 
Bay  that  they  did  not  recognize  G.  C.  &  E.  G.  Genet's  claim  as 
sent  in  by  their  attorneys,  and  that  the  executors  preferred  to 
have  it  tested  by  a  jury.  The  offer  to  refer  in  the  mode  pro- 
^  vided  by  the  statute  having  been  declined,  the  plaintiff  com- 
menced this  suit  on  the  12th  of  November  following. 

In  the  letter  of  Scudder  and  Carter,  a  statement  was  en- 
closed in  the  form  of  a  bill  of  particulars  of  the  amount  due 
fix)m  the  executors,  &c.,  to  G.  C.  &  E.  G.  Genet,  in  which  the 
specific  services  rendered  by  them  in  the  matter  of  the  award 
were  set  out  in  the  shape  of  items,  with  their  estimate  of  the 
value  of  each  specific  service,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $1,050, 
for  their  services  before  the  old  commissioners ;  $2,500  for  their 
services  before  the  new,  and  $250  for  services  in  the  matter  of 
the  Central  Park,  for  moneys  awarded  to  unknown  owners, 
and  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  $3,800,  which 
statement  and  claim  was  verified  by  an  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff 
in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  statute. 

It  is  concedted  that  the  letters  of  the  plaintiff  of  October  30, 
1868,  and  of  Scudder  and  Carter,  of  October  12, 1869,  were 
presented  within  the  time  required  by  the  statute,  if  they 
Vol.  ni.— 16 
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amounted  to'  a  presentation  of  the  demand  or  claims  upon 
-which  the  plaintiff  recovered,  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute ;  nor  is  it  questioned  that  the  letter  of  Mr.  Edwards, 
was,  by  the  defendant's  authority,  and  that  it  amounted  to  a 
rejection  of  the  claim  presented  and  of  the  offer  to  refer  it. 
The  only  question  raised  upon  this  motion  is  whether  it 
is  substantially  the  same  claim  as  the  one  upon  which  the 
plaintiff  recovered. 

In  Wallace* Y.  Marhham^  Adm,^  <&c.  (1  Denio,  671),  the 
plaintiff  recovered  $579.20  upon  a  quantum  meruit^  for  labor 
and  services  performed  for  the  intestate  in  his  lifetime  and  the 
claim  presented  to  the  administrators,  was  a  note  or  agree- 
ment given  by  the  intestate  to  the  plaintiff  shortly  before  his 
death  for  $1,000,  to  be  paid  upon  an  uncertain  contingency, — 
when  his  land  in  Michigan  should  be  sold, — the  plaintiff,  when 
the  note  was  given,  being  a  minor,  and  which  note  she  dis- 
affirmed after  she  became  of  age,  and  brought  her  action  to 
recover  upon  a  quam,tum  meruit  for  her  services.  It  was  held 
that  this  was  not  the  claim  upon  which  the  plaintiff  recovered — 
that  to  lay  a  foundation  for  costs  in  actions  against  administra- 
tors and  executors,  the  claim  presented  for  payment,  and  which 
is  offered  to  be  referred,  must  be  substantially  the  claim  upon 
which  the  plaintiff  subsequently  recovers,  and  upon  the  au- 
thority of  this  case,  it  is  insisted  that  the  claim  presented  by 
Scudder  and  Carter  was  not  substantially  the  one  upon  which 
the  plaintiff  recovered. 

The  letter  of  the  plaintiff  to  Binsse,  of  October  30, 1858, 
evidently  refers  to  the  claim,  which  was  enclosed  in  tlie  form 
of  a  statement  in  the  letter  of  Scudder  and  Carter,  and  attested 
by  the  plaintiff's  affidavit,  and  both  letters,  in  my  opinion, 
may  be  taken  together  in  determining  whether  the  claim  pre- 
sented, and  the  one  recovered  on,  were  substantially  the  same. 
If  I  am  right  in  this  conclusion,  then  the  letter  of  the  plaintiff 
fully  apprised  the  defendant,  Binsse,  that  the  plaintiff  insisted 
that  he  had  a  right  to  a  contingent  compensation  under  the 
contract  for  his  services  up  to  the  time  of  the  appointment  of 
the  new  commission,  as  well  as  a  claim  for  his  services  before 
the  new  commission,  and  the  letter  of  Binsse,  in  reply,  shows 
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that  he  so  understood  it,  and  that  he  denied  the  right  of  the 
plaintiff  to  any  compensation  from  the  estate  for  services  ren- 
dered in  the  matter  of  the  award,  whether  rendered  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  contract,  or  upon  any  implied  recognition  on  the 
part  of  the  executors  of  what  he  had  done  in  behalf  of  the 
estate,  before  the  new  commissioners.  It  was  a  total  repudia- 
tion, denial,  and  rejection  of  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff  against  the  estate,  with  a  clear  understanding  on  the 
part  of  the  executors  of  the  grounds  upon  which  the  claim  was 
made,  and  an  exposition  of  the  reason  why  the  executoi's  did 
not  admit  it,  but  rejected  it;  followed  by  a  distinct  notification 
that  the  plaintiff's  present  and  future  services  were  not  required 
by  the  executors,  that  he  did  not  acknowledge  having  retained 
any  member  of  the  plaintiff's  firm,  and  that  if  the  supposed 
services  of  either  of  them  (G.  C.  or  E.  G.  Genet)  should  be 
required,  it  would  be  upon  a  special  and  explicit  retainer,  and 
that  Mr.  Edwards  who  had  acted  before  the  commissioners, 
would  be  able  sufiiciently  to  attend  to  the  interest  of  the  estate. 

Eleven  months  after  this  letter  of  Binsse  was  written,  the 
letter  of  Scudder  and  Carter  was  sent  to  the  executor,  enclos- 
ing the  statement  before  referred  to.  This  statement  differs  in 
some  respects  from  the  claim  as  recovered.  1.  The  obligation 
is  set  forth  as  an  indebtedness  to  the  plaintiff's  firm,  G.  C.  & 
E.  G.  Genet ; — the  attesting  afiidavit  of  the  plaintiff  being  that  it 
was  justly  due  to  the  firm,  whereas  the  contract  sued  upon  was 
with  the  plaintiff  only,  and  the  action  upon  it  was  brought  by 
him  alone ;  2.  It  was  much  greater  in  amount  than  the  claim 
recovered ;  and  3.  It  contained  a  charge,  $250,  for  services  not 
rendered  under  the  special  contract. 

In  determining  whether  these  points  of  difference  in  the 
claim  presented  are  material  or  not,  it  will  be  necessary  to  look 
into  the  statute,  and  see  exactly  what  it  imposes  upon  the 
claimant,  before  he  can  hold  either  the  estate  or  the  execntors 
answerable  for  costs,  if  he  brings  an  action  against  them  and 
recovers.  1.  The  demand  must  be  presented  within  the  time 
prescribed  by  the  statute,  which  in  this  case  was  done.  2.  If 
the  executor  requires  it,  satisfactory  vouchers  in  support  of  the 
claim  must  be  produced,  and  also  the  affidavit  of  the  claimant 
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that  it  is  justly  due,  that  no  payments  have  been  made  npon  it, 
and  that  there  are  no  offsets  against  it,  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
claimant  (2  Rev.  Stat.,  87, 134,  86,  36, 41).  It  does  not  appear 
that  the  executors,  when  the  claim  was  presented  by  Scudder 
and  Carter,  required  the  claimant  or  claimants  to  produce  any 
vouchers  or  to  make  any  affidavit,  in  compliance  with  this  pro- 
vision, and  where  that  is  the  case,  the  creditor  is  not  required 
to  produce  the  voucher,  if  there  is  one,  or  to  verify  the  claim 
{Ganseevort  v.  NeUon^  6  Hill,  389  ;  Wilcox  v.  Smithy  26  Barb., 
334) ;  for,  as  was  suggested,  in  the  first  of  these  authorities,  the 
executor  may  know  all  about  it,  and  not  desire  any  informa- 
tion, evidence,  or  verification;  an  observation  which  applies 
pertinently  to  this  case,  for  Binsse,  as  has  been  already  sho^Ti, 
knew  aU  about  the  matter,  and  with  a  full  understanding  of  it, 
had  previously  disputed,  denied,  and  rejected  any  claim  of  any 
kind  upon  the  estate,  arising  out  of  what  the  plaintiff  or  his 
firm  may  have  done  to  obtain  an  increase  of  the  award.  The 
absence,  therefore,  of  any  reference  in  the  statement  to  the 
contract,  or  of  any  offer  to  produce  the  voucher,  or  the  fact 
that  the  indebtedness  was  alleged  to  be  due  to  the  firm,  and 
the  statement  to  that  effect  in  the  affidavit,  are  all  immaterial, 
unless  the  executor  was  misled,  and  had  reason  to  suppose  that 
the  claim  was  other  and  different  from  the  one  in  respect  to 
which  he  had  previously  corresponded  with  the  plaintiff  and 
repudiated.  Whether  there  was  any  foundation  or  not  for 
«uch  a  conclusion  on  his  part  will  be  considered  hereafter. 

Nor  is  it  material  that  the  amount  was  greater  than  the 
amount  recovered.  Damages  were  recovered  for  the  breach  of 
the  contract,  and  what  those  damages  were  could  be  settled 
only  by  agreement  between  the  parties,  or  by  the  result  of  a 
trial  in  an  action.  It  was,  therefore,  very  proper  to  set  forth 
in  this  statement  each  specific  service  which  had  been  rendered, 
with  the  estimated  value  of  each,  as  it  was  giving  the  executor 
the  items  upon  which  the  estimate  of  damages  was  founded ; 
and  that  the  estimate  was  too  high,  being  greater  than  was 
subsequently  recovered,  was,  in  a  matter  so  uncertain,  imma- 
terial, if  the  executors  were  in  all  other  respects  fuUy  apprised 
of  the  nature  of  the  claim.    The  same  remark  may  be  applied 
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to  the  item  of  $250,  wliich  was  for  a  service  distinct  and  differ- 
ent from  that  rendered  for  obtaining  an  increase  of  the  award 
upon  the  opening  of  Reade  street ;  for  this  item  of  $250  was 
separately  set  forth.  It  was  placed  the  last  among  the  items, 
and  in  the  specification  of  it  was  so  distinguished  and  particu- 
larly described,  as  to  show  to  the  executors  for  what  that 
charge  was  made,  and,  therefore,  putting  it  in  their  power  to 
admit  it,  if  so  disposed,  and  pay  it,  whilst  they  disputed  the 
rest,  as  in  BarsoMs  Case  (4  Abb.  Pr.  R,  137,  138). 

All  the  other  items,  which  were  seven  in  number,  related  to 
services  rendered  either  in  the  Supreme  Court,  or  before  the 
commissioners  in  the  matter  of  increasing  th^  award  for  the 
opening  of  Eeade  street,  and  the  services  rendered  before  the 
new  board  of  commissioners,  were  distinguished  from  those 
before  the  old,  and  their  value  separately  estimated.  The 
question  therefore  recurs,  was  this  substantially  the  same 
claim  as  the  one  upon  which  the  plaintiff  recovered  ?  And 
before  deciding  that  question,  it  may  be  as  well  to  state  that  a 
presentation  of  the  claim  to  one  of  the  executors  is  suflScient, 
and  if  after  a  reasonable  length  of  time  has  elapsed  to  enable 
him  to  confer  with  the  others,  no  action  is  taken,  no  doubt  of 
the  justice  of  the  claim  expressed  or  given  to  the  claimant,  and 
no  desire  intimated  to  him  to .  have  it  referred  in  the  mode 
which  the  statute  has  provided,  then  the  payment  of  it  by  the 
executors  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute  is  "  unreasonably 
resisted  or  neglected,"  and  the  claimant  may  bring  his  action, 
and  if  he  recovers,  should  be  allowed  to  recover  the  costs  which 
he  has  incurrred  {Knapp  v.  CurtiSj  6  Hill,  386  ;  Cole  \.Jes8up^ 
1  Barb.,  394). 

In  reviewing  the  sufficiency  of  the  presentation  of  a  de- 
mand to  executors,  in  Ganaevoort  v.  NeUon  (6  Hill,  392),  stress 
was  laid  upon  the  fact  that  the  executors  evidently  knew  every- 
thing in  relation  to  the  plaintiff's  demand,  and  very  properly  ; 
for  the  obvious  design  of  the  statute  was,  that  neither  the 
estate,  nor  the  executor,  should  be  chargeable  with  costs,  un- 
less where,  in  view  of  their  representative  character,  it  was 
juBt  to  impose  them.  And  it  is,  therefore,  made  incumbent 
upon  the  claimant,  within  six  months  after  the  representatives 
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of  the  deceased  have  published  tlieir  notice  requiring  the  pres- 
entation of  claims  against  the  estate,  to  present  his  claim,  and 
in  doing  so,  to  disclose  the  nature  and  amount  of  it,  with  suffi- 
cient certainty  to  euable  tlie  executors  to  judge  of  the  justice 
of  it,  and  to  determine  whether  lie  requires  the  production  of 
vouchers,  if  there  are  any,  or  a  verification  of  the  justice  of  it, 
by  the  affidavit  of  the  claimant,  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
statute,  and  whether  he  ought  to  dispute  and  resist  it,  as  well 
as  to  enable  him  to  determine  whether  he  will  have  it  referred, 
as  the  statute  provides,  or  require  the  claimant  to  establish  the 
validity  of  it  by  an  action  at  law.  "  Where,"  says  Bronson,  J., 
(in  Gansevoorty.  NeUon^  8Ujpra\  "the  executor  already  under- 
stands the  whole  matter,  and  does  not  desire  that  the  evidence 
should  be  submitted  to  his  examination,  it  cannot  be  necessary 
for  the  creditor  to  do  more  than  to  present  his  claim  ;  and  that 
may  be  done  through  an  agent,  by  a  written  communication, 
or  in  any  other  way,  that  deals  fairly  vnth  the  executor^  and 
the  interests  which  he  represents.  If  the  presentation  is  made 
by  letter,  the  executor  is  hound  to  deal  ingenuously  with  the 
creditor.  If  he  wishes  to  see  the  evidences  of  the  debt,  or  to 
have  the  oath  of  the  creditor  to  the  justice  of  the  claim,  he 
should  say  so,  and  not  leave  the  claiaiant  to  suppose  that  he 
has  done  everything  that  is  wished,  and  afterwards  object  that 
there  has  not  been  a  more  formal  presentation  of  the  demand." 
The  statute  requires  that  it  should  be  presented  within  the  six 
months  after  the  publication,  which  must  be  strictly  complied 
with,  to  make  the  executor  answerable  for  costs  {Bullock  v. 
Bogardus^  1  Denio,  276 ;  Bradley  v.  Bumdl^  3  id.,^  262). 
But  it  has  been  held  that  the  executors,  rejecting  the  claim 
within  the  time  of  the  publication,  would  waive  the  presenta- 
tion within  that  time,  for  the  formally  presenting  it  after  it  had 
been  deliberately  and  distinctly  rejected,  would  be  idle ;  and 
I  cite  these  views,  especially  in  the  last  of  these  cases,  to  sliow 
the  liberal,  just,  and  comprehensive  spirit  in  which  these  pro- 
visions of  the  statute  have  been  construed,  in  contradistinction 
to  the  very  technical  one  relied  upon  in  the  answer  made  to 
this  motion. 

In  my  opinion,  the  defendant,  Binsse,  knew  perfectly  well 
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that  all  the  items,  except  the  last  one  in  the  statement  sent  to 
him  by  Scndder  &  Carter,  related  to  the  claim  previously  in 
controversy  between  him  and  the  plaintiff,  and  that  when  he 
received  the  paper  and  the  letter  of  the  attorneys,  he  thor- 
oughly understood  the  nature  of  the  claim  and  upon  what  it 
was  founded.  His  own  letter,  previously  sent  to  the  plaintiff, 
shows  that  he  knew  all  about  the  contract  in  writing  which  the 
testator  had  made  with  the  plaintiff,  and  was  so  thoroughly 
familiar  with  its  provisions  that  he  undertook  to  put  his  own 
construction  upon  the  legal  effect  of  it,  and  was  so  fully  satis- 
fied of  the  correctness  of  that  construction  that  in  this  letter  he 
apprised  the  plaintiff  of  his  conclusion  as  executor  that  no  valid 
claim  could  be  made  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  estate,  and 
closed  this  part  of  his  letter  in  these  words,  "you  are  respect- 
fully notified  by  me,  as  executor,  that  such  claims  are  disal- 
lowed ; "  that  is,  as  the  letter  expresses  it,  all  claims  from 
November,  1857,  to  March,  1858,  the  written  contract  with  the 
testator  having  been  made  the  23d  of  December,  1857.  As 
respects  the  item  of  $2,500  for  conducting  proceedings  before 
.  the  new  commissioners,  the  same  item  contained  in  the  state- 
ment presented  by  Scudder  &  Carter,  he  says,  in  this  letter, 
that  he  never  retained  the  plaintiff  or  his  firm,  on  his  own  be- 
half or  that  of  the  estate ;  that  he  found  the  plaintiff  acting  in 
the  matter,  but  did  not  interfere  to  prevent  him,  because,  at 
that  time,  he  supposed  that  the  testator  had  employed  him 
generally,  but  that  circumstances  now  (at  the  time  of  the  writ- 
ing of  this  letter,  November  25, 1858,  and  nearly  a  year  before 
the  claim  was  presented  by  the  plaintiff's  attorneys),  impressed 
him,  the  executor,  otherwise.  That  if  he  was  in  error  and  the 
plaintiff  should  be  able  to  show  that  he  or  the  estate  was  liable 
for  any  amount  in  the  premises,  such  amount  would  be  satis- 
fied. This  letter  covers  the  whole  period  embraced  by  the 
seven  items  in  the  statement  presented  by  the  plaintiff,  that  is 
from  November,  1857,  to  November  10, 1858,  and  I  therefore 
say  tliat  it  is  apparent  that  he  perfectly  understood  to  what  every 
thing  in  that  statement  referred,  and  that  when  the  attorney  of 
the  executors  in  answer  to  Scudder  &  Carter's  letter  replied  that 
the  executors  did  not  recognize  Messrs.  G.  C.  &  E.  G.  Genet's 
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claim,  and  proposed  to  have  it  tried  before  a  jury,  the  attor- 
ney meant  to  refer  to  the  claim  or  claims  growing  out  of  the 
services  which  had  been  rendered  to  procure  an  increased  award 
for  the  widening  of  Keade  street,  which  the  defendant,  Binsse, 
upon  due  deliberation,  had  previously  repudiated,  and  the  $250 
in  the  matter  of  the  Central  Park  and  to  nothing  else.  If  the 
executors  or  their  attorney  had  supposed  that  it  was  a  different 
claim,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  made  out  in  the  name  of  the 
firm  instead  of  that  of  the  plaintiff,  there  would  have  been  some 
indication  on  their  part  of  that  impression,  and  if  they  meant 
to  put  their  refusal  to  recognize  the  claim  upon  that  ground  they 
should  have  stated  it,  for  to  quote  again  from  Judge  Bronson  in 
Gansevoort  v.  Nelson^  mipra^  "  the  executor  is  bound  to  deal 
ingenuously  with  the  creditor."  Though  the  contract  was 
made  by  the  plaintiff  in  his  own  name,  he  probably  meant  that 
the  firm,  composed  of  himself  and  E.  G.  Genet,  should  have  the 
benefit  of  it,  and  the  firm  may,  and  very  probably  did,  unite  in 
performing  the  service ;  in  addition  to  which,  the  charge  of 
$250  may  have  been  upon  an  assumed  retainer  of  the  firm. 
This  may  have  been  the  reason  why  the  claim  was  made  out  in. 
the  firm's  name,  and  the  interest  which  the  plaintiff*  meant  the 
firm  should  have  in  it  may  explain  why  he  verified  it  in  the 
manner  in  which  he  did.  However  this  may  be,  it  is  sufficient  to 
say  in  the  language  of  Judge  Bronson  that  the  executor  should 
not  have  the  claimant  to  suppose  that  he  has  done  every  thing 
required,  and  "  afterwards  object  that  there  has  not  been  a  more 
formal  presentation,"  which,  I  think,  the  attorney  in  this  case 
did  when  he  wrote  that  the  executors  preferred  to  have  the 
claim  tried  before  a  jury,  for  had  the  rejection  been  put  upon 
the  ground  stated,  the  error  could  have  been  rectified  at  once, 
and  the  claim  re-presented  formally,  in  the  plaintiff's  name 
alone. 

It  has  been  held  in  many  cases,  that  if  a  considerable  part 
of  the  claim  presented  has  not  been  recovered,  the  claim 
has  not  beeur  unreasonably  resisted  by  the  executors,  a  consid- 
eration which  does  not  arise  in  this  case,  as  the  executore 
refused  to  pass  upon  the  claim  when  formally  presented,  and 
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put  the  plaintiff  to  his  action  by  advising  his  attorney  that  they 
preferred  to  have  it  tried  by  a  jury. 

My  conclusions  are :  That  the  claim  recovered  was,  rejected 
by  the  executors  before  Scudder  &  Carter  made  a  formal  pres- 
entation of  it  in  their  letter,  and  that  upon  the  authority  of  the 
cases  cited,  the  executors  had,  in  effect,  what  the  statute  meant 
to  secure  to  them.  That  the  claim  recovered  was  substantially 
embraced  in  the  letter  of  Scudder  &  Carter.  That  neither  the 
executors,  nor  their  attorney  were  misled  by  the  form  in  which 
it  was  presented,  having  previously  understood  all  about  it. 
That  they  made  no  discrimination  or  objection,  upon  the  ground 
that  it  was  in  the  form  of  an  indebtedness  to  the  firm  and  not  to 
the  plaintiff.  That  if  their  objection  to  it  was  upon  that 
ground,  or  they  objected  only  to  the  item  of  $250,  fair  dealing 
to  the  creditor  required  that  they  should  have  said  so ;  that  the 
defect,  in  the  one  case,  might  have  been  rectified  by  correcting 
the  mistake,  and,  in  the  latter,  that  he  might  know  that  all 
they  objected  to  was  the  $250.  That  what  they  meant  to  reject, 
and  did  reject,  was  the  very  claim  which  was  recovered.  That 
they  had  no  intention  that  that  claim  should  be  referred,  in  the 
form  prescribed  by  the  statute ;  but  meant  that  the  validity  of 
it  should  be  tested  by  an  action.  And  that  the  technical  objec- 
tion now  raised  was  an  after-thought,  to  relieve  them  from 
costs,  after  they  had  contested  the  claim,  and  their  liability 
had  been  established  by  a  recovery. 

The  motion  for  costs  is  therefore  granted. 
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Marta  Louise  Mason,  Executrix,  ifec,  v.  Edward  Lambert. 

An  order  of  arrest  wUl  not  be  granted  on  an  affidavit  made  by  the  plaintiff's  tes- 
tator before  his  death,  entitled  in  an  action  he  proposed  to  bring  against  the 
present  defendant  upon  the  same  or  similar  causes  of  action  set  forth  in  the 
plaintiff's  complaint.  ^ 

The  complaint  contained  causes  of  action  for  damage^  for  a  conyersion  and  for 
false  and  fraudulent  representations.  Held,  that  as  the  evidence  was  not  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  the  granting  of  an  order  of  arrest  on  the  ground  of  false  and 
fraudulent  repreisentations  made,  it  should  not  be  granted  on  the  cause  of  action 
for  conversion  under  §  179  of  the  Code.  An  order  of  arrest  must  relate  to  aU 
the  causes  of  action  set  forth  in  the  complaint. 

Special  Term,  Aj>rUy  1870. 

Motion  to  vacate  an  order  of  arrest. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  as  the  executrix, 
&c.,  of  her  husband,  James  Mason,  the  complaint  alleging  that 
the  defendant  had  converted  to  his  own  use  certain  United 
States  bonds  belonging  to  said  James  Mason,  and  that  the  latter 
had  been  induced  by  fraud  and  misrepresentation  to  deposit 
money  and  enter  into  a  copartnership  with  the  defendant. 

Judgment  was.  prayed  for  that  the  copartnership  agreement 
be  declared  void,  that  defendant  surrender  the  bonds  or  pay 
their  value,  that  defendant  return  all  sums  of  money  received 
from  said  James  Mason,  and  that  damages  be  awarded  for  the 
fraud,  &c.  An  order  of  arrest  was  granted  upon  affidavits,  one 
of  which  and  the  most  important  was  an  affidavit  made  by 
James  Mason  about  three  months  before  his  death  and  entitled 
in  an  action,  which  it  appeared,  he  proposed  to  bring  against 
the  defendant  upon  grounds  similar  to  those  upon  which  this 
action  was  founded. 

The  defendant  moved  on  affidavits  to  vacate  the  order  of 
arrest; 
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F.  TiUou  and  D.  T.  Walderiy  for  the  motion. 
Therasson  <&  Bryan^  opposed. 

Van  Bbtjnt,  J. — In  determining  the  question  as  to  whether 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  before  the  court  to  sustain  the  order 
of  arrest  in  this  action,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  con- 
sider the  affidavit  made  by  James  Mason  in  his  lifetime. 

That  affidavit  was  made  by  James  Mason  and  entitled  in 
an  action,  which  it  would  appear  he  proposed  to  bring  against 
the  defendant  upon  grounds  similar  to  those  upon  which  this 
action  is  founded,  and  although  it  was  made  three  months 
before  his  death  no  action  was  ever  commenced  by  him,  nor  is 
any  reason  given  why  it  was  thus  nnaccountably  delayed.  The 
chaises  continued  in  that  affidavit  consist  of  allegations  of 
fraudulent  representations  made  by  the  defendant  to  the  said 
Mason  to  induce  Mason  at  first  to  deposit  moneys  with  the 
defendant  and  thereafter  to  become  a  copartner  with  him.  These 
charges  are  unsupported  except  by  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Mason, 
who  is  now  deceased  and  whose  testimony  is  not  therefore 
available  upon  the  trial  of  this  cause,  and  should  an  order  of 
arrest  be  sustained  upon  an  ex-parte  statement  of  a  witness,  the 
privilege  of  cross-examining  whom  the  defendant  can  never 
have,  and  as  to  the  representations  upon  which  it  is  founded 
the  defendant  cannot  testify  because  of  the  death  of  Mason. 
It  is  true  that  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  swears  in  a  general 
way  that  she  had  personal  knowledge  of  Tnost  of  the  re- 
presentations in  said  affidavit  alleged  to  have  been  made  by 
the  defendant,  but  she  nowhere  states  which  of  those  repre- 
sentations she  heard  the  defendant  make,  and  which  she  be- 
lieves to  be  true  because  of  statements  made  to  her  by  her 
husband.  It  is  impossible  for  me  to  determine  from  such  an 
affidavit  when  she  is  averring  facts  upon  her  own  knowledge, 
and  when  upon  information  and  belief.  Under  these  circum- 
stances it  seems  to  me  that  no  additional  strength  is  given  to 
the  plaintiff's  case  by  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff  herself. 
There  remains  then  jiothing  to  support  the  order  of  arrest 
except  the  affidavit  of  the  bookkeeper  who  examined  the  books 
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of  the  defendant,  and  this  alone  is  clearly  insuflScient  to  justify 
me  in  holding  the  order  of  arrest  in  this  ease.  The  whole 
foundation  of  this  aflSdavit  is  derived  from  that  of  James 
Mason,  and  imless  it  is  construed  in  connection  with  the  alle- 
gations contained  in  that  affidavit  and  in  support  of  those  alle- 
gations, it  loses  all  its  force  and  effect. 

I  have  already  shown  that  this  affidavit  of  James  Mason 
should  not  be  considered  as  an  affidavit,  it  being  made  in  a 
proposed  action  different  from  the  one  now  before  the  court, 
and  is  therefore  of  no  more  weight  than  any  written  statement, 
which  might  have  been  found  among  his  papers  after  his  death, 
and  for  the  additional  reason  that  there  does  not  now  appear  to 
be  any  person  living  who  could  prove  the  representations 
alleged  in  that  affidavit  to  have  been  made  by  the  defendant  to 
the  said  James  Mason,  which  allegations  are  specifically  denied 
by  the  defendant. 

If  the  action  were  to  recover  damages  for  the  conversion  of 
the  United  States  bonds  only,  then  under  section  179  of  the 
code,  an  order  of  arrest  would  issue,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and 
the  court  would  not  try  the  question  upon  affidavits,  but  there 
has  been  joined  with  this  cause  of  action  an  action  for  damage 
by  reason  of  fraudxdent  representations,  and  as  I  have  already 
shown  that  there  is  not  sufficient  legal  evidence  to  support  the 
order  of  arrest  upon  this  ground,  and  as  the  rule  has  been  estab- 
lished that  the  order  of  arrest  must  relate  to  all  the  causes  of 
action  (Lamhert  v.  Snow^  2  Hilt,  501 ;  MeOovem  v.  Payne^ 
32  Barb.,  83),  the  order  in  this  case  must  be  vacated. 

Motion  accordingly  granted,  upon  the  usual  stipulation. 
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Henry  E.  Bowneb  v.  Chaeleb  M.  Weld  and  others. 

A  creditor  at  large,  not  haying  exhausted  his  legal  remedy  of  judgment  and  exe- 
cution, has  no  statos  in  a  court  of  equity  to  invoke  its  aid  to  test  the  validity 
of  a  judgment  obtained  and  a  mortgage  alleged  to  have  been  executed  by  a 
debtor  to  defraud  his  creditors. 

Special  Teb2£ — ^April,  1870. 

This-  was  a  motion  to  dissolve  an  injunction  granted  in  an 
action  bronght  to  set  aside  a  judgment  and  mortgage  as  having 
been  obtained  and  executed  to  defraud  creditors.  It  did  not 
appear  from  the  plaintiff's  papers  that  he  had  obtained  a  judg- 
ment against  the  mortgagor  and  judgment  debtor,  on  which  an 
execation  had  been  issued  and  returned  unsatisfied. 

Hawes  &  Wardellj  for  motion. 

Ji.  J7.  SunUeyj  opposed. 

Van  Brunt,  J. — I  do  not  see  how  this  injunction  can  be 
maintained.  This  action  is  commenced  to  set  aside  the  judg- 
ments obtained  by  Weld  &  Nagle  against  Wiltse,  and  also  the 
chattel  mortgage  executed  by  Wiltse  to  Weld  &  Nagle,  as 
fraudulent  as  against  the  creditors  of  Wiltse. 

Such  an  action  cannot  be  maintained  by  a  creditor  at  large, 
but  he  must  show  that  he  has  obtained  a  judgment,  and  that  an 
execution  has  been4ssued  thereon  and  returned  unsatisfied,  be- 
fore equity  will  afford  him  relief  (Dunlevy  v.  Tallmadge,  32  N. 
Y.,  p.  457).  Tlie  plaintiff  in  this  action  never  having  exhausted 
his  legal  remedy  of  judgment  and  execution,  cannot  have  any 
status  in  a  court  of  equity,  to  invoke  its  aid  to  test  the  validity 
of  the  judgment  and  chattel  mortgage  complained  of. 

The  injunction  must  be  vacated  with  costs. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CASES 

ARGUED  AND  DETERMINED 

IKTBB 

COURT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS, 

OF    THE 

CITY  AND  COUNTY  OF  NEW  YOEK, 

SINCE  THE  RE-ORaANIZATION, 

JULT,  1870. 


REOEGANIZATION    OF  THE  COURT. 

A  convention  for  the  revision  of  the  Constitntion  of  the 
State,  convened  by  a  vote  of  the  people,  assembled  at  Albany, 
June  4,  1867,  and  sat  until  February  28,  1868.  This  conven- 
vention  framed  a  new  constitution,  and  directed  that  it  should 
be  submitted  for  the  approval  of  the  people  at  such  time  as  the 
Legislature  should  provide. 

The  Legislature,  by  an  act  passed  April  24,  1869,  provided 
that  it  should  be  submitted  at  the  general  election  held  on  the 
2d  of  November  of  that  year,  and  that  certain  designated  portions 
of  it  should  be  submitted  and  voted  upon  separately.  Among 
these  was  the  Sixth  article,  designated  in  this  act  as  "M^ 
amended  judiciary  article^'^  by  the  12th  section  of  which  it 
was  provided  that  this  court  should  be  continued  with  the 
powers  and  jurisdiction  it  then  had,  and  such  further  civil  and 
criminal  jurisdiction  as  might  be  conferred  by  law ;  that  the 
court  should  be  composed  of  the  three  judges  then  in  office, 
and  their  successors  and  three  additional  judges;  that  the 
judges  in  office  at  the  adoption  of  the  article  should  be  con- 
tinued until  the  expiration  of  their  terms,  and  that  a  chief 
judge  should  be  appointed  by  the  judges  of  the  court  from 
their  own  number,  who  should  act  as  such  during  his  official 
term.  By  the  13th  section  of  the  article,  it  was  provided  that 
the  judges  of  the  court  should  be  elected  by  the  electors  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York ;  and  by  the  24th  section, 
that  the  three  additional  judges  of  the  court  should  be  elected 
on  a  day  to  be  provided  by  law,  between  the  first  Tuesday  in 
April  and  the  second  Tuesday  in  June  next,  after  the  adoption 
of  the  article. 
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At  the  election  on  the  2d  of  November,  1869,  the  people 
voted  against  the  amended  constitution  as  a  whole,  but  for  the 
amended  judiciary  article ;  and  by  an  act  passed  on  the  22d  of 
March,  1870,  the  Legislature  provided  that  the  three  additional 
judges  of  the  court  should  be  elected  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
May,  1870,  and  should  enter  upon  their  official  duties  on  the 
first  Monday  of  July,  1870,  at  which  election  three  additional 
judges  were  elected,  each  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years,  as 
follows:  Hamilton  W.  Kobinson,  * 

Richard  L.  Labbemobe, 
Joseph  F.  Dalt. 
On  the  fifth  day  of  July,  1870,  they  were  publicly  sworn 
into  office,  and  took  their  seats,  and  upon  the  same  day  Char- 
les P.  Daly  was  appointed  the  chief  judge  or  chief  justice  of 
the  Court. 

Hon.  Geoeoe  C.  Bareett  having  resigned  on  the  1st  of 
October,  1 869,  Frederick  TV.  Loew,  Esq.,  was  appointed  to 
fill  the  vacancy,  and,  at  the  election  in  November  following,  he 
was  elected  for  the  term  of  six  years  commencing  on  the  first 
of  January,  1870.  Hon.  JoHif  R.  Brady,  at  the  same  election, 
having  been  elected  a  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Charles 
H.  Van  Brunt,  Esq.,  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  fill 
the  vacancy,  and  the  Legislature,  by  an  act  passed  April  27, 
1870,  having  provided  that  a  judge  should  be  elected  at  the 
election  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May,  1870,  in  place  of  Judge 
Brady,  and  should  enter  upon  his  official  duties  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1871,  when  the  term  of  Judge  Van  Brunt  by 
appointment  expired  ;  Judge  Van  Brunt,  at  that  election,  was 
elected  a  judge  of  the  court  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years. 

On  the  first  Monday  of  July,  1870,  the  court  was  consti- 
tuted as  follows : 

Charles  P.  Daly,  Chief  Justice, 

Frederick  W.  Loew, 

Charles  H.  Van  Brunt, 

Hamilton  "W.  Kobinson, 

Bichard  L.  Larremore, 

Joseph  F.  Daly. 
The  official  term  of  Charles  P.  Daly  expiring  that  year, 
he  was  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  November,  187],  elected  for  the 
further  term  of  fourteen  years,  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of 
January,  1872. 
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James  Lynch,  Sheriff,  &c.  v.  Sarah  Meyers. 

The  power  of  a  coart  or  of  any  officer  thereof  to  tax  for  costs,  diftbnrsementa,  or 
charges  at  hiw  or  in  equity,  is  confined  to  business  done  in  court  in  the  pro- 
gress of  a  cause,  except  where  the  statute  otherwise  provides. 

By  the  Revised  Statutes  (2  Rev.  Stat.  646)  the  sheriff  is  allowed  certain  fees  for 
executing  process,  and  for  serving  an  execution  for  the  collection  of  money. 
But  neither  the  Revised  Statutes  nor  the  Code  of  Procedure  make  any  allow- 
ance to  a  sheriff  for  the  fees  of  a  person  employed  by  him  to  watch  and  take 
care  of  property  levied  on  under  an  execntion  issued  to  him. 

The  taxation  of  the  sheriff's  fees  on  an  execution  cannot  be  had  on  the  requisition 
of  the  sheriff  himself,  but  only  on  that  of  the  defendant  in  the  execution,  npon 
objection  made  by  him. 

The  plaintiff,  as  sheriff,  having  made  a  levy  under  an  execution  issued  to  him  upon 
the  judgment  debtor's  personal  property,  was  requested  by  the  latter  to  delay 
removiug  the  goods  and  she  would  pay  the  expenses  of  a  person  to  be  put  in 
charge.  The  execution  having  been  returned  satisfied,  the  plaintiff  brought  action 
against  the  judgment  debtor  to  recover  the  fees  of  the  person  put  in  charge  of 
the  property,  the  plaintifi's  only  proof  of  services  being  the  certificate  of  tax- 
ation of  the  keeper^s  fees  made  by  a  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  ap- 
plication of  the  sheriff 

Held,  That  under  such  a  promise  by  the  defendant  no  expenses  could  be  recovered, 
except  upon  competent  proof  that  the  same  had  been  incurred  by  the  plaintiff 
in  compliance  with  the  promise,  and  that  as  there  is  no  statute  authorizing  the 
taxation  of  the  plaintiff's  bill  by  a  judge,  his  certificate  was  not  evidence  that 
any  such  expenses  had  been  incurred,  and,  therefore,  a  motion  for  a  nmMait 
should  have  prevailed. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine 
Court. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  as  sheriff,  to  recover 
Keeper  s  ices. 

On  the  23d  July,  186^1,  a  judgment  was  recovered  in  the 
Supreme  Court  against  the  defendant  in  this  action,  for  $718.97. 
An  execution  was  issued  thereon  on  August  6,  1864,  to  the 
plaintiff,  as  sheriff,  who  levied  on  household  furniture  of  the 
defendant.  On  September  9,  1864,  the  defendant  having  ap- 
pealed, her  sureties  on  such  appeal  justified  by  consent    The 
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defendant  objected  to  the  payment  of  the  BheriflTg  bill  for  keep- 
er's fees,  and  the  plaintiff  had  the  bill  taxed  by  a  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  on  December  2,  1866.  The  justice,  after  argu- 
ment, taxed  the  bill  at  $477,  and  made  his  certificate  to  that 
effect,  on  May  8, 1866.  The  judgment  having  been  paid,  on  ap- 
plication of  defendant,  the  plaintiff  was  ordered  by  j  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  return  the  execution  satisfied,  and  did  so. 
The  defendant  still  refusing  to  pay  the  $477,  the  plaintiff 
broTight  this  action. 

Upon  the  trial  the  only  evidence  of  the  amount  of  the  fees 
was  the  certificate  of  the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

jflT.  A.  Chedaey^  for  appellant. 

I.  The  justice  in  the  Supreme  Court  had  no  authority  to 
make  the  order  or  certificate.  The  only  statute  bearing  upon 
the  subject  is  found  in  2  Eev.  Stat.,  4th  ed.,  pp.  838  and  840. 
(see  Benedict  v.  Warner^  14  How.  Pr.,  568),  which  statutes  fix 
the  amount  to  be  allowed  as  to  each  item  necessary  by  law ; 
and  in  no  case  do  they  allow  anything  for  keepers'  fees,  or  any 
service  where  it  may  be  necessary  for  the  justice  to  pass 
upon  the  value  of  the  same. 

II.  The  original  cause  for  which  the  plaintiff  seeks  to  recover 
in  this  action  constitutes  only  a  common  law  action  for  work, 
labor  and  services,  the  performance  of  the  services  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  defendant,  and  the  value  of  the  same.  For  it  is 
well  settled,  that  without  such  request  the  sheriff  can  claim 
nothing  for  a  keeper ;  it  is  his  duty  to  remove  the  goods. 

in.  The  taxation  can  only  be  made  when  required  by  the 
defendant.  (2  Eev.  Stat.,  932,  title  6,  sec.  1.)  There  is  no 
evidence  of  such  requirement  in  this  action. 

IV.  The  order,  or  certificate  of  taxation  of  Mr.  Justice 
Gierke,  is  his  conclusion  from  aflSdavits  only,  by  which  he  as- 
sQined  summarily  to  hear  and  determine  the  whole  cause  of 
action,  depriving  the  defendant  of  her  constitutional  right  of 
trial  by  a  jury. 

The  statute,  authorizing  a  justice  of  the  court,  out  of  which 
the  execution  issued  in  certain  cases,  to  tax  sheriff's  fees,  evi- 
VoL.  m.— 17 
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dently  contemplates  to  furnish  a  mode  of  adjusting  disputed 
charges,  upon  the  settlement  of  an  execution^  while  the  sheriff 
holds  the  property  or  the  proceeds  thereof  in  his  hands.  For 
the  sheriff  cannot,  after  the  judgment  is  satisfied,  collect  his 
fees  of  the  judgment  debtor ;  he  must  collect  them  of  the  judg- 
ment creditor.  His  fees  are  merely  incidental  to  the  judgment. 
Therefore^f  the  certificate  of  taxation  ever  had  any  legal  effect, 
it  was  satisfied  by  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment. 

V.  It  is  well  settled,  that  the  fees  of  the  sheriff'  are  merely 
incidental  to  the  judgment,  and  that  he  cannot  recover  them 
from  the  defendant  without  an  express  promise  to.  pay  them, 
and  it  is  doubtful  if  he  can  recover  even  upon  such  express 
promise.  (8  How.,  p.  104;  Reed  v.  Pruyn^  7  Johns.,  426; 
Sherman  v.  Boyen^  15  Johns.,  443 ;  MilU  v.  Young ^  23  Wend., 
315,  and  6  Hill,  566.) 

Brown^  HaU  cfe  Vcmderpoelj  for  respondent. 

The  certificate  by  Justice  Gierke  is  conclusive  upon  defend- 
ant. She  was  heard  before  him ;  her  objections  were  considered ; 
the  certificate  was  made  more  than  four  years  ago ;  defendant  has 
not  sought  in  any  way  to  review  or  appeal  from  it.  {Birkbedk 
y.  Stafordy  14  Abb.  Pr.,  285.) 

It  is  clear  that  the  taxation  by  "  a  proper  officer  of  the 
'Court "  is  to  be  of  charges  not  fixed  by  statute.  Keepers'  fees 
not  being  so  fixed,  the  only  means  provided  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  proper  sum  was  just  such  a  taxation  as  was  had. 
The  statute  adopts  the  discretion  of  the  officer  as  its  measure  of 
compensation  where  no  specific  fee  is  provided,  and,  the  discre- 
tion once  exercised,  is  final.  It  certainly  cannot  be  questioned 
in  a  collateral  matter.  The  return  of  the  execution  satisfied, 
in  May,  1866,  was  pursuant  to  an  order  of  the  Court,  without 
notice  to  the  sheriff.  This  cannot  affect  the  plaintiff's  right  to 
recover.  The  payment  of  keepers'  fees  could  not  be  enforced 
on  the  execution  after  the  judgment  was  paid ;  and  he  could 
not  retain  the  execution  to  enforce  those  fees ;  and  the  sheriff 
had  no  remedy  other  than  this  action  to  collect  them.    And 
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there  was  good  reason  for  the  allowance.    The  defendant  had 
appealed,  and  the  execution  was  stayed. 

By  the  Court.* — ^Robinson,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  a 
judgment  of  the  Marine  Court  of  thi«  city,  rendered  against 
the  defendant,  in  October,  1869,  for  $500,  together  with  costs 
and  disbursements,  which  was  aflSrmed  on  appeal  to  the  General 
Term  of  that  court. 

The  case  presents  the  following  facts :  An  execution,  tested 
August,  5th,  1864,  was  issued  to  the  plaintiff,  as  sheriff  of  the 
city  and  county  of  New  York,  at  the  suit  of  William  H.  Houser 
man,  plaintiff,  against  the  defendant,  for  $718.97,  which  was 
received  by  him  August  6th,  1864,  under  which  (by  John  Mc- 
£eon,  his  deputy)  he  levied  upon  personal  property  of  the 
defendant.  On  his  demand  for  payment,  she  said  she  did  not 
want  to  pay  it  without  seeing  her  lawyer.  The  deputy  told 
her  he  would  be  obliged  to  put  a  man  in  charge.  She  replied 
she  was  willing  he  should  put  a  man  in  charge,  and  to  pay  all 
the  expenses  ;  that  she  did  not  want  the  deputy  to  remove  the 
property  till  she  had  an  understanding  with  her  attorney. 

The  execution  was  subsequently,  in  May,T.866,  returned 
"  satisfied."  The  plaintiff,  nevertheless,  by  his  suit,  commenced 
in  September,  1869,  seeks,  on  this  promise,  to  recover  his 
charges  for  such  expenses.  To  maintain  this  claim,  he  further 
proved  that  the  defendant,  having  objected  to  the  fees  claimed 
by  him,  on  the  settlement  of  the  execution,  and  on  his  notice 
to,  and  appearance  of  the  defendant  before.  Justice  Clerke  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1865,  his  charges 
for  keeper's  fees,  in  watching  and  taking  charge  of  the  prop- 
erty levied  on,  had  been  taxed  or  adjusted  by  the  justice  at 
$477. 

The  introduction  of  evidence  of  this  taxation  was  objected 
to  on  the  trial,  but  admitted,  and  exception  taken. 

This  taxation  being  the  only  evidence  offered  to  support 
plaintiff's  claim,  that  he  had  incurred  any  such  expense,  a 
motion  was  made  to  dismiss  his  complaint,  for  want  of  any 

*  Present — Robinson,  Loew,  and  Lfurremore,  JJ. 
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proof  of  the  value  of  the  services  of  the  keeper,  which  was 
denied,  and  exception  taken.  Defendant  then  proved  that,  on 
the  9th  of  September,  1864,  she  perfected  her  appeal  to  the 
General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  from  the  judgment  on 
which  the  execution  was  issued  against  her ;  and  that  the  man 
put  in  possession  by  the  deputy  sheriff,  McKeon,  remained  for 
a  couple  of  days,  got  beastly  drunk,  and  was  then  put  out  by 
a  police  oflScer.  The  Marine  Court,  however,  gave  judgment 
for  the  entire  claim. 

This  judgment  was  evidently  rendered  upon  the  assumption 
that  the  taxation  by  Judge  Gierke  of.  the  expenses  claimed  by 
the  sheriff,  for  "  keeper's  fees  in  watching  and  taking  chai^  of 
the  property  levied  on,"  was  conclusive,  or  at  least  furnished 
prima  facie  evidence  of  their  having  been  incurred. 

Such  fees  and  legal  charges  as  the  sheriff  could  include  in 
his  levy  under  the  execution,  were  fully  paid  and  satisfied,  as 
appeared  by  his  return  thereon.  This  recovery  for  the  expense 
of  keeper's  fees,  upon  the  mere  certificate  of  their  taxation  by 
Justice  Clerke,  was  erroneous. 

First.  No  judge  or  other  officer  (except  the  clerk)  has  any 
authority  to  adjust  or  tax  the  costs  in  an  action,  except  for 
interlocutory  purposes  {Hanna  v.  Dexter^  15  Abb.  Pr.,  137; 
Van  Sohaick  v.  Winnie^  8  How.  Pr.,  6) ;  nor  any  fees  allowed 
by  statute  as  compensation  for  the  services  of  a  public  officer, 
or  for  his  expenses  in  performing  his  official  duties,  except  such 
as  are  allowed  or  provided'  for  by  statute,  or  some  well-estab- 
lished rule  of  the  common  law.  By  2  E.  S.  652,  §  1,  it  is  enacted 
that,  '*  upon  the  settlement  of  an  execution  by  a  defendant  *  * 
the  sheriff  *  *  claiming  any  fees  which  shall  not  have  been 
taxed,  shall,  upon  being  required  by  the  defendant,  and  on  his 
paying  the  expenses  thereof,  have  his  fees  taxed  by  some 
proper  officer  of  the  court  *  *  from  which  the  execution 
shall  have  been  issued."  And,  by  §  2,  no  sheriff  shall  collect 
any  fees  after  being  required  as  aforesaid  "  to  have  the  same 
taxed,  without  such  taxation  having  been  made." 

The  execution  issued  against  the  defendant,  as  before  men- 
tioned, was  duly  settled  and  returned  "satisfied,"  and  the 
plaintiff  had  no  claim   for  any  other  fees  or  allowances  for 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


ITEW  YOEK— DECEMBEE,  1870.  261 

Lynch  t.  Meyers. 

the  execution  of  that  process,  which  could  have  been  a  lien 
upon  the  property  levied  X)n  or  enforced  by  virtue  of  the  exe^ 
cution. 

It  ifl  provided  by  2  R  S.  650,  §  5,  that  "no  sheriff  or  other 
officer  whatsoever  *  *  to  whom  any  fees  or  compensation 
shall  be  allowed  by  law  for  any  service,  shall  take  or  receive 
any  other  or  greater  fee  or  reward  for  such  service,  but  such 
as  is  or  shall  be  allowed  by  the  laws  of  this  State."  And, 
^y  §  ^5  "^^  ^^®  ^^  compensation  allowed  by  Uw  shall  be 
demanded  or  received  by  any  officer  or  person  for  any  service, 
unless  such  service  was  virtually  rendered  by  him,"  except  in 
special  cases.  And,  by  §  7,  a  violation  of  these  provisions  is 
made  a  misdemeanor,  and  the  guilty  person  made  liable,  with 
treble  damages  to  the  party  aggrieved. 

The  power  of  the  court,  or  any  officer  thereof,  to  tax  for 
costs,  disbursements,  or  charges  at  law  and  in  equity,  is  con- 
fined to  business  done  in  court  in  the  progress  of  a  cause 
(Saunders  on  PL,  159, 160  ;  Stephens'  JT.  P.,  465),  except  where 
the  statute  making  such  allowances  authorizes  the  taxation  (see 
Supervisors  of  Onondaga  County  v.  Briggs^  2  Den.,  30).  As 
above  stated,  power  is  given  to  an  officer  of  the  court  from 
which  an  execution  issues,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  defend- 
antj  to  tax  the  fees  of  the  sheriff.  By  statute  (2  R.  S.  645)  tlie 
sheriff  is  allowed  certain  fees  for  executing  process  issued  by 
the  different  courts  of  law  and  equity,  and  for  "  serving  an 
execution  for  the  collection  of  money."  But  neither  that  or 
any  other  statute  makes  any  allowance  to  him  on  serving  an 
execution,  for  keeper's  fees  in  watching  and  taking  charge  of 
the  property  levied  on. 

The  Code,  §  243,  has  made  especial  provision  for  the 
expense  and  trouble  "  of  the  sheriff  in  seizing  goods  on  attach- 
ments," but  the  employment  of  keepers  is  not  incident  to  the 
service  of  an  execution  {Krum  v.  Ki/ng^  12  Cal.,  412 ;  Dooley 
T.  Boot,  13  Gray,  Mass.,  303).  The  acts  of  7  W.  IV,  and  1 
Vic,  ch.  65,  allow  the  sheriff  fees  "  for  each  man  left  in  posses- 
sion "  {OiU  V.  Jose,  37  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.,  65).  But  we  have  no 
analogous  provision  in  our  statutes,  and  "  without  some  such 
gpecial  provision,  it  is  presumed  that  the  claim  of  the  sheriff, 
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for  seizing  and  holding  goods  by  virtue  of  attachments  or  exe- 
cutions, must  be  limited  to  the  specific  fees  provided  for  the 
service  of  such  process,  without  reference  to  the  expense  to 
which  he  may  be  subjected  in  removing  them  to  a  place  of 
reasonable  security,  if  their  position  was  hazardous,  or  in  such 
care  of  them  as  tlie  law  requires  "  (  White  v,  Madison^  26  N. 
Y.,  127). 

The  cause  of  action  iu  this  case  was  predicated  upon  the 
alleged  agreement  of  the  defendant  to  pay  the  expenses  of  main- 
taining a  keeper  in  charge  of  the  property  levied  on,  and  after 
introducing  proof  tending  to  support  such  a  promise,  the  only 
evidence  offered  of  the  expense  incurred  by  the  sheriff  in  main- 
taining a  keeper  in  charge  of  the  property  was  the  certificate 
of  Justice  Gierke. 

Second.  The  statute  only  authorizes  the  taxation  of  the 
sheriff's  fees  on  the  execution,  upon  his  being  required  by  the 
defendant  to  have  the  same  taxed.  This  taxation  took  place 
upon  the  requisition  of  the  sheriff,  and  not  of  the  defendant, 
and  upon  objection  made  by  the  defendant  to  sudi  taxation 
{Lorillard  v.  Bohinsoriy  2  Paige,  277). 

Third.  Even  if  the  plaintiff  had  any  cause  of  action  for 
"  keeper's  fees,"  his  right,  as  alleged  and  proved,  arose  out  of 
the  special  promise  of  the  defendant  to  pay  his  expenses  in 
maintaining  a  keeper  in  charge  of  the  property  levied  on. 
Upon  such  a  promise  no  expenses  could  be  recovered,  except 
upon  competent  proof  that  the  same  had  been  incurred  by  the 
plaintiff  in  compliance  with  the  promise.  The  only  proof 
offered  had  reference  to  such  keeper's  fees  as  were  allowed  by 
statute,  and  as  might  be  taxed  under  some  provision  of  law. 
As  no  such  statute  existed,  the  justice  had  no  jurisdiction  over 
the  taxation  of  plaintiff's  bill,  and  his  certificate  furnished  no 
evidence  that  any  such  expense  had  been  incurred  (  WUkondd 
v.  Wilkonski^  16  La.  An.,  232 ;  Bockwell  v.  Monroe  Co.^  10 
Iowa,  591).  Without  regard  to  the  question  whether,  within  the 
principles  settled  by  the  courts,  in  Hatch  v.  Mann  (15  Wend., 
44),  Doming  v.  MarahaU  (37  K  Y.,  38S),  Simmons  v.  KeUy  (33 
Penna.,  190),  &c.,  and  which  may  be  presented  in  another  trial, 
the  judgment,  for  the  reasons  above  stated,  should  be  reversed. 
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The  Central  Gold  Mining  Company  v.  Samuel  E.  Platt  & 

Sons. 

In  the  absence  of  legifllatiye  restriction,  corporations  have  full  authority  to  sell 
and  convey  their  property,  upon  special  trusts  or  otherwise ;  and  where  the  legis- 
lature prescribes  the  purpose  for  which  such  act  is  to  be  performed,  the  courts 
Are  disposed  to  construe  such  grants  of  power  in  a  liberal  way.  Although  the 
statute  (1  Rev.  Stat.,  600,  §  8),  enacts  that  corporations  shall  only  possess  or 
exercise  such  additional  powers,  beyond  those  given  by  their  charter  or  some 
general  law,  as  are  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  those  expressly  given,  such 
necessity  will  not  be  construed  to  be  an  absolute  one,  but  one  including  such 
other  things  as  are  implied  in  the  principal  grant  or  appurtenant  thereto  or 
convenient  and  ordinarily  exercised  therewith. 

By  the  amendment  of  the  general  act  for  the  incorporation  of  mining,  manu&c- 
turing  «fEC  companies,  passed  in  1864  (Laws  of  1864,  chap.  617,  §  8),  power  was 
given  to  companies  organized  under  the  general  act  to  execute  mortgages  of 
their  real  estate  as  security  for  debts  then  existing  or  such  "  as  might  be  con- 
tracted in  the  business  of  the  corporation."  The  plaintiff,  a  corporation  organ- 
ixed  under  the  general  act,  executed  to  two  trustees  a  conveyance  of  certain  real 
estate  in  Colorado  territory,  to  secure  the  payment  of  certain  coupon  bonds  of 
the  company,  payable  to  the  trustees  or  bearer,  the  bonds  containing  a  recital, 
that  they  are  not  to  be  obligatory  until  indorsed  by  the  trustees.  The  trust- 
deed  contained  a  power  authorinng  the  trustees,  in  case  of  default  for  sixty 
days  in  the  payment  of  any  bond  or  interest  due  thereon,  to  enter  upon  and 
enjoy  the  mortgaged  property,  and  sell  the  same  in  New  York  city.  The  cor- 
poration claiming  that  the  mortgage  was  void  by  reason  of  its  not  having  been 
given  for  purposes  declared  in  the  statute,  prayed  for  an  injunction  restraining 
the  trustees  from  selling  the  mortgaged  property,  after  default  in  payment  oi 
the  bonds. 

JSieid,  that  the  mortgage  was  authorized  by  the  statute,  and  conferred  a  valid 
title  upon  the  trustees,  and  the  court  would  not  restrain  them  from  enforcing  the 
rights  of  such  bona  Jide  creditors  as  held  any  of  the  bonds  mentioned  in  the 
niortgage. 

Beld,  further,  that  a  court  of  equity  of  this  State  has  no  authority  to  enjoin  a 
mortgagee  of  lands  situated  without  the  State  from  selling  the  mortgaged  lands 
by  public  sale  within  this  State,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  mortgage  secu- 
rity, upon  the  mere  allegation  that  such  power  is  void,  where  no  contrary 
statute  of  the  State  or  Territory  where  the  lands  are  situated  is  stated,  nor  any 
invalidity  in  the  power  is  made  apparent. 

Appeal  from  an  order  made  at  special  term,  denying  a 
motion  to  vacate  an  injunction. 
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The  action  was  brought  to  enjoin*  and  restrain  the  defend- 
ant, Piatt,  from  interferiog  with  the  possession  of  the  plaintiff's 
property  situated  in  Colorado,  and  from  selling  it,  and  to  de- 
clare and  adjudge  a  certain  mortgage  or  trust-deed  executed 
by  the  plaintiff's  former  officers  to  be  void,  and  to  adjudge 
certain  bonds  of  the  company  alleged  to  be  secured  by  such 
mortgage  to  have  beeu  illegally  issued,  &c. 

The  allegations  on  which  this  relief  was  sought  are  set  forth 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

A  preliminary  injunction  was  granted  at  special  term,  and 
and  a  motion  made  by  the  defendant,  Piatt,  to  vacate  the  same, 
was  denied  by  Daly,  Ch.  J.  The  defendant  appealed  from  the 
order  denying  the  motion. 

Clarkaon  N.  Potter^  for  appellant. 

I.  The  plaintiff  had  at  common  law  power  to  contract 
debts  and  to  issue  its  bonds  or  other  evidences  of  its  indebted- 
ness, and  it  had  also  general  powers,  except  so  far  as  restricted 
by  statute,  to  alienate  and  mortgage  its  property  (2  Kent's 
Com.,  281 ;  Angell  &  Ames  on  Corp.,  §  191),  and  this  as  well 
by  trust-deed  as  by  ordinary  mortgage  {De  Ruyter  v.  St. 
Peter's  Church,  3  N.  T.,  238).  The  Statute  of  Trusts  has  no 
relation  to  securities  by  way  of  mortgage  (King  v.  MerchatUi 
Ej^hange  Cb.,  5  N.  T.,  547).  The  instrument  in  this  case  is  a 
conveyance  only  by  way  of  mortgage,  i.  ^.,  a  conditional  con- 
veyance to  secure  a  debt. 

II.  The  mortgage  set  forth  in  the  complaint  was  authorized 
by  the  statute  of  186i.  It  was  given  with  the  written  consent 
of  two-thirds  of  the  stockholders  of  the  company,  and  such  con- 
sent was  duly  filed  before  the  giving  of  the  mortgage.  While  it 
is  admitted  that  the  company  had  power  to  mortgage  its  realty 
to  secure  an  indebtedness  incurred  previous  to,  or  cotempora- 
neously  with,  the  execution  of  the  mortgage,  it  is  denied  that 
it  had  power  to  make  a  mortgage  to  secure  an  indebtedness  in- 
curred after  its  execution.  There  is,  however,  no  such  dis- 
tinction to  be  found  in  the  language  of  the  statute.  It  declares 
the  power  of  the  company  to  extend  to  all  debts  "  heretofore 
contracted ;"  i.  e.y  contracted  before  May  2, 1864,  or  that  "  may 
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be  coDtracted  f  i.  e,  contracted  after  May  2, 1864.  To  read 
the  words  "  may  be  "  contracted  as  meaning  "  may  have  been  " 
contracted,  would  exclude  as  well  cotemporaneous,  as  future 
debts. 

in.  Indeed,  the  mortgage  in  question  loaa  given  to  secure 
a  cotemporaneous  debt. 

The  lien  of  the  mortgage  attached  so  far,  and  only  so  far, 
as  bonds  were  actuaUy  disposed  of.  As  the  debts  incurred  by 
such  bonds  came  into  existence,  the  lien  of  the  mortgage  came 
into  existence  also.  Until  such  bonds  were  actually  issued,  no 
debt  W€t8  incurred^  amd no  lien  whatever  existed  {Coddington  v. 
OUbertj  17  N.  T.,  490).  And  intervening  judgments  would 
attach  as  liens,  when  recovered,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  lien 
for  the  unissued  bonds  {Brmkerhoff  v.  Marvin^  5  Johns. 
Ch.,  326 ;  Chrwig  v.  Tappan^  2  Sandf.  Ch.,  90 ;  Ooodhue  v.  Ber- 
rien,  Id.,  684;  Hcibinson  v.  WiUiame,  22  K  Y.,  388).  The 
statute  authorizing  railway  -companies  to  mortgage  their 
property  is  an  authority  "  to  mortgage  their  corporate  property 
and  franchises  to  secure  the  payment  of  any  debts  contract^ 
by  the  company.'*  And  yet  this  has  been  uniformally  held  to 
authorize  a  mortgage  to  secure  an  issue  of  bonds  to  be  actually 
put  out  after  the  mortgage  was  made  {Seymour  v.  C.  cfe  JV.  F. 
B.  B.  Co.,  25  Barb.,  284 ;  Coe  v.  Pennock,  23  How.  U.  S.,  117; 
Durham  v.  B.  B.  Co.,  1  Wallace,  266). 

IV.  There  is  npthing  in  public  policy  that  forbids  mort- 
gage like  that  in  question.  It  was  at  one  time  thought  that 
mortgages  by  individuals  to  secure  future  advances,  were  not 
valid.  But  the  contrary  has  been  well  settled  for  many  years 
{Bobinson  v.  WiUiam^,  22  N.  Y.,  382).  Indeed,  it  is  immate- 
rial what  the  amount  of  the  advances  may  be,  if  the  amount 
stated  in  the  mortgage  exceeds  the  actual  sum  that  comes  to  be 
advanced  {Miller  v.  Lochwod,  32  N.  Y.,  393).  If  public 
policy  is  to  be  considered  in  construing  the  statutes  of  1864, 
it  is  respectfully  submitted  that  it  forbids  mortgages  for  pre- 
existing rather  than  for  cotemporaneous  debts  or  future  ad- 
vances. A  power  to  mortgage  for  pre-existing  debts  gives  to 
the  company  power  to  discriminate  against  creditors  by  pre- 
ferring one  to  the  exclusion  of  others.    Whereas,  the  power  to 
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mortgage  for  cotemporaneous  debts,  or  for  fiitare  advances, 
gives  no  preference  against  existing  creditors,  since  it  substi- 
tutes the  moneys  advanced  for  the  property  mortgaged  ;  and, 
so  far  as  such  advances  may  be  upon  insufficient  consideration 
or  not  boni  fide^  it  is  open  to  be  contested  by  creditors.  No 
creditor  of  the  company  could,  in  any  event,  recover  anything 
of  the  company  until  he  had  obtained  judgment.  This  mort- 
gage, therefore,  was  not  necessarily  an  obstacle  to  any  creditor's 
rights. 

V.  The  objection  of  want  of  power  and  ultra  vires  is  not 
meritorious,  and  is  one  to  be  raised  by  the  State  alone — not  by 
the  debtor  himself.  {Silver  LaJce  Co.  v.  Norths  4  Johns.  Ch., 
373;  Bissell  v.  M.  S/d;  JV.  I.  Co.,  22  N.  Y.,  268.)  .  Even  if 
this  mortgage  were  void,  as  is  claimed  by  plaintiff,  that  would 
afford  no  ground  for  the  interference  of  this  court  to  restrain 
the  sale.  The  sale  would,  in  that  event,  pass  no  tiUe,  and 
should  not  be  restrained.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  mortgage 
is  valid,  the  sale  should  proceed. 

VI.  How  far  the  bonds  secured  by  the  mortgage  were  fully 
issued,  and  how  much  may  be  due  thereon  to  Smyser  or  any 
particular  bondholder  is  a  question  to  be  settled  by  the  trustee 
at  his  peril  when  he  receives  tlie  proceeds  of  the  sale,  and  is  not 
to  be  ^predetermined  here.  And  the  trustee's  action  can  then, 
if  necessary^  be  controlled  by  the  court. 

VII.  This  debtor  is  estopped  from  setting  up  that  its  own 
acts,  done  by  the  very  officers  who  now  repudiate  them,  with 
the  written  and  filed  consent  of  a  very  large  majority  of  its 
shareholders,  and  after  it  had  repeatedly  asserted  their  validity, 
were  unauthorized.  {BisselZ  v.  M.  8.  <&  N.  L  R.  H,  Co.y  22 
N.  T.,  273 ;  iV.  r:  cfe  JV.  H.  li.'Ii.  Co.  v.  Schuyler,  30  K  Y., 
30.) 

Titus  B.  Eldridge,  for  respondent. 

1.  The  consideration  of  the  validity  of  the  trust  deed  does 
not  necessarily  involve  the  legal  liability  of  the  company  to 
pay  the  bonds  issued  by  it  so  far  as  they  have,  for  value,  passed 
to  the  hands  of  innocent  purchasers.  If  the  company  is  liable 
for  the  payment  of  the  bonds  or  any  portion  of  them,  the  hold- 
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era  have  their  remedy  against  the  company,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary to  their  protection  that  the  trustees  named  in  the  trust 
deed  shall  carry  out  the  powers  of  sale  therein  contained.  The 
bondholders  gain  nothing  by  this  summary  method,  while  the 
rights  of  the  stockholders  may  be  seriously  impaired. 

n.  A  corporation  has  no  other  powers  than  such  as  are 
specifically  granted,  or  are  necessary  to  carry  into  eflPect  the 
powers  expressly  granted.  Where  a  corporation  relies  upon  a 
grant  of  power  from  the  legislature  for  authority  to  do  an  act, 
it  is  as  much  restricted  to  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  statute 
for  its  exercise,  as  to  the  thing  allowed  to  be  done.  (See  Fa/rm- 
erf  Loan  and  Trust  Co.  v.  Carroll^  5  Barb.,  613 ;  Brady  v. 
Mayor^  <S:o.,  2  Bosw.,  173,  183;  20  N.  T.,  312;  Adria/nce  v. 
Boome^  42  Barb.,  399.)  Corporations  with  general  powers  are 
authorized  to  borrow  money  when  it  is  necessary  to  the  trans- 
action of  its  ordinary  business,  but  not  beyond  that;  it  is  an 
incidental,  not  a  principal  power.  (See  Beves  v.  Bhomix  Glass 
Co,y  14  Barb.,  368 ;  Partridge  v.  Badger^  25  Barb.,  146 ;  Mead 
\.  Keeler,  24  Barb.,  20 ;  Curtdss  v.  ZeaviU,  15  N.  Y.,  9.)  The 
charter  and  by-laws  of  the  Central  Gold  Mining  Company  do 
not  give  authority  to  the  oflScers  to  borrow  money.  No  vote 
or  act  of  a  corporation  can  enlarge  its  chartered  authority, 
either  as  to  its  subjects  on  which  it  is  intended  to  operate,  or 
the  persons  or  property  of  the  corporation.  {Salem  Mill  Da/m 
Co.  v.  Bopea^  6  Pick.,  23.) 

III.  The  power  of  trustees  to  execute  a  mortgage  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1864  is  dependent  on  two  express  con- 
ditions, which  are  made  essential  to  the  grant  of  such  power 
and  the  exercise  thereof,  which  are  as  follows:  (1.)  The  corpo- 
ration must  owe  a  hona  fide  debt,  made  in  the  regular  transac- 
tions of  business  for  which  it  was  incorporated,  and  the  mort- 
gage must  be  executed  to  the  creditor  to  secure  the  payment  of 
such  debt.  (2.)  The  written  assent  of  tlie  stockholders  owning 
two-thirds  of  the  stock  of  such  corporation  to  the  execution  of 
such  mortgage  must  be  obtained  and  filed. 

The  existence  of  the  debt  is  made  essential  to  the  grant  of 
power;  not  as  a  mere  incident,  but  as  a  primary  source  of  such 
power ;  and  without  such  subsisting  "bona  fide  debt  the  power  is 
prohibited,  and  the  execution  of  the  mortgage  is  a  void  act. 
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The  trufitees  of  a  corporation  are  not  authorized  to  create  a 
debt  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  the  authority  bo  ca^ef^lly 
reserved  by  the  statute.  It  was  not  the  intent  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  permit  the  officers  of  corporations  to  create  debts  at 
their  will,  and  then  pledge  the  company's  property  to  their 
payment.  The  general  power  to  make  mortgages  is  prohibited 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  such  wasteful  and  improvident 
management. 

The  trust  deed  or  instrument  executed  by  this  corporation 
is  wholly  unauthorized  under  the  statute  of  1864.  It  is  more 
than  a  mortgage  and  by  its  terms  confers  powers  on  the  trustees 
named  in  said  trust  deed,  which  a  corporation  thus  organized 
cannot  do. 

It  authorizes  such  trustees,  on  default  of  the  company  in 
the  payment  of  the  principal  or  interest  named  in  the  bonds,  to 
take  absolute  possession  of  the  property  of  the  company,  and 
to  advertise  and  sell  the  same  to  the  highest  bidder  for  cash ; 
and  on  making  such  sale,  to  execute  and  deliver  deeds  there- 
for to  the  purchasers  thereof.  In  other  words,  by  the  terms 
and  conditions  of  the  instrument,  the  power  of  strict  foreclosure 
is  conferred  upon  the  said  trustees,  and  the  corporation  is  di- 
vested of  its  equitable  right  of  redemption,  granted  to  judg- 
ment and  mortgage  creditors  by  the  laws  of  Colorado,  where 
the  estate  is  situated.  (Laws  of  Colorado,  page  266,  §  13, 
page  270,  §  ^.) 

A  Court  of  Equity  is  the  only  power  that  could  authorize  a 
strict  foreclosure — barring  the  statutory  right  of  redemption, 
and  this  power  is  only  exercised  in  extreme  cases,  on  full 
hearing. 

By  the  Couet.* — ^Robinson,  J. — The  plaintiffs^are  a  corporar 
tion  formed  under  the  General  Manufacturing  Act  of  this  State 
(Laws  of  1848,  chap.  140)  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  and 
institute  this  action  to  enjoin  the  defendant,  Piatt, from  interfer- 
ing with,  or  selling  certain  real  estate  owned  by  them,  situate  in 
Gilpin  County,  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  which  they  mort- 
gaged to  him  and  one  Belcher  (since  deceased),  by  a  mortage 

•  Present — Robinson,  Loew,  and  Larremore,  JJ. 
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or  trust  deed,  by  way  of  mortgage,  dated  May  13, 1866,  and  to 
adjudge  certain  bonds  secured  thereby,  some  of  which  are  held  by 
the  defendants,  Smyser  and  Peter,  to  be  void.  This  mortgage 
was  executed  with  tie  consent  of  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  stock- 
holders, as  required  by  the  second  section  of  the  amendatory 
act  of  1864  (Laws  of  1864,  chap.  617),  and  their  certificate  was 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Clerk  of  Gilpin  County,  March  20, 
1865,  prior  to  the  execution  and  acknowledgment  of  the  mort- 
gage deed  by  the  trustees,  Piatt  and  Belcher. 

The  instrument  in  question  recites  that  it  was  made  to  the 
mortgagees,  as  trustees,  to  secure  the  payment  of  certain  coupon 
bonds  of  the  company,  payable  to  Piatt  and  Belcher,  or  bearer, 
on  the  18th  day  of  May,  1867,  with  annual  interest,  180  of 
which  were  tor  $500  each,  and  100  for  $100  each,  and  each 
bond  recites  that  it  was  not  to  be  obligatory  until  it  should  be 
authenticated  by  a  certificate  endorsed  thereon  and  signed  by 
the  trustees.  The  mortgage  or  trust  deed  by  way  of  mortgage, 
contained  a  power  authorizing  the  trustees,  or  the  survivor  of 
them,  in  case  of  default  for  sixty  days  in  the  payment  of  prin- 
cipal or  interest,  to  enter  upon  and  enjoy  the  mortgaged  prop- 
erty, and  on  their  own  motion  or  upon  requisition  of  the  bond- 
holders to  advertise  and  sell  the  same,  at  public  sale,  in  Colo- 
rado Territory,  or  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Default  having  been  made  in  the  payment  of  both  principal 
and  interest,  the  defendant,  Piatt  (the  surviving  trustee),  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  the  mortgage,  has  advertised  the 
property  for  sale  at  the  Trinity  Buildings,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  was  proceeding  to  sell  accordingly,  when  he  was  re- 
strained by  a  temporary  injunction  issued  out  of  this  Court, 
which,  upon  motion  and  after  argument  was  continued,  during 
the  pendency  of  this  action. 

Allegations  are  made  in  the  complaint  that  the  defendants, 
Smyser  and  Peter,  are  the  holders  of  some  of  these  bonds,  but 
that  the  owners  of  the  others  of  them  are  unknown.  An  ap- 
peal has  been  taken  from  the  order  continuing  the  injunction, 
and  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  substantial  grounds  urged 
or  presented  for  its  maintenance,  except — 

1st.  That  the  mortgage  was  wholly  void,  because  (as  is  al- 
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leged),  it  was  made  and  executed  to  trustees,  and  not  to  real 
creditors ;  tbat  it  was  not  given  to  secure  any  absolute  present 
and  subsisting  indebtedness  of  the  corporation,  or,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  statute  (Laws  of  1864,  chap.  517,  §  2),  for  "any 
debt  heretofore  (theretofore)  contracted,  or  which  may  (might) 
be  contracted  by  it  (the  corporation)  in  the  business  for  which 
it  was  incorporated ; "  and, 

2d.  That  the  surviving  trustee  cannot  sell  the  property  in 
the  city  of  New  York  under  the  deed  of  trust,  and  could  only 
effect  a  foreclosure  and  sale  of  the  property  by  an  action  brought 
for  that  purpose. 

In  aid  of  the  first  objection,  it  is  alleged  that  of  the  $200,000 
^  of  bonds  referred  to  in  the  mortgage,  those  to  the  amount  of 
$20,500  were  sold  at  par  in  satisfaction  of  a  conditional  debt  of 
the  company,  that  others,  to  the  amount  of  $67,000,  were  sold 
at  a  discount  of  from  25  to  50  per  cent.,  and  that  the  reman- 
ing bonds,  to  the  amount  of  $33,000,  were,  about  May  12, 1866, 
pledged  to  Wilson  and  Peter  (of  which  firm  the  defendant, 
Peter,  is  survivor),  on  a  loan  of  $5,000,  which  not  being  paid, 
they  had  caused  the  bonds  to  be  sold,  and  had  become  the  pur- 
chasers for  the  $5,000  and  interest ;  and  that  such  sum  of  $5,000 
was  borrowed,  and  applied  to  pay  interest  on  said  $67,000  of 
said  bonds  then  outstanding. 

The  question  raised  by  this  objection  goes  to  the  entire  valid- 
ity of  the  mortgage,  and  is  one  of  serious  moment  to  the  hold- 
ers of  large  amounts  of  bonds  of  a  similar  character  issued  by 
various  corporations,  and  secured  by  mortgage  to  one  or  more 
trustees,  providing  for  the  payment  of  debts  and  obligations 
having  no  existence  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  mort- 
gage, but  which  were  intended  to  be  secured  thereby,  and  to 
become  the.  subject  of  the  security  as  they  were  subsequently 
contracted.  Corporations  formed  under  the  General  Manufac- 
turing Act  (chap.  140,  of  the  Laws  of  1848)  were  authorized 
"to  purchase,  hold,  and  convey  real  and  personal  property 
necessary  to  carry  on  such  operations  as  were  mentioned  in 
their  certificate  of  incorporation,"  but  were  prohibited  ifrom 
mortgaging  or  giving  any  lien  thereon.  This  prohibition  was 
relaxed  by  the  amendment  of  1864,  authorizing  any  of  such 
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corporations,  upon  written  consent  of  two-thirds  of  its  stock- 
holders being  filed  in  the  county  where  the  property  was  sit- 
uate, "  to  secure  the  payment  of  any  debt  heretofore  contracted 
or  which  may  hereafter  be  contracted,  in  the  business  for 
which  it  was  incorporated,  by  mortgaging  all  or  any  part  of  its 
real  estate." 

The  General  Eailroad  Act  (Laws  of  1850,  chap.  140,  §  28, 
sub.  10)  authorizes  railroad  corporations  to  borrow  such  sums 
of  money  as  may  be  necessary  to  completing  and  furnishing, 
or  operating  their  railroad,  and  to  issue  and  dispose  of  their 
bonds  for  any  amount  so  borrowed,  and  to  mortgage  their  cor- 
porate property  amd  franchises  to  secure  any  debt  contracted  for 
t/ie  purpose  aforesaid^'* 

The  similarity  in  the  terms  of  the  power  to  mortgage  given 
by  these  acts,  is  such  that  any  decision  holding  the  lien  of  a 
mortgage  in  trust,  given  by  a  corporation  incorporated  under 
the  former  statute,  to  secure  debts  to  be  thereafter  created,  to 
be  void,  mnst  necessarily  invalidate  the  mortgages  given  to 
secure  a  great  mass  of  bonds  that  have  been  issued  under  like 
powers,  by  railroad  and  other  corporations. 

The  opinion  of  Chief  Justice  Daly,  upon  granting  the  order 
appealed  from,  is  adverse  to  the  power  of  corporations  formed 
under  the  act  of  1848,  to  execute  mortgages  to  trustees,  in- 
tended to  secure  debts  not  existing  cotemporaneously  with  the 
execution  of  the  mortgage.  In  this  I  differ  from  him,  and  re- 
gard such  a  limited  construction  of  the  statutes  in  question  as 
unnecessary  and  unwarranted  by  authority. 

Without  legislative  restriction,  corporations  have  full  author- 
ity to  sell  and  convey  their  property,  and  this  includes  a  power 
to  convey  upon  any  special  trust  {De  Ruyter  v.  St,  Peter^s 
Chv/rch^  3  2T.  T.,  238) ;  also  to  mortgage  or  pledge  their  prop- 
erty for  the  payment  of  debts  (Angell  &  Ames  on  Corp.  §  191 , 
Gordon  v.  Preston,  1  Watts  (Pa.)  386 ;  Clark  v.  Titcomh,  42 
Barb.,  122),  and  to' provide  therein  for  the  extension  of  the  secu- 
rity to  after  acquired  property  {Pennock  v.  CoCy  23  How.  TJ.  S., 
117). 

When  the  legislature  prescribes  the  purpose  for  which  or 
the  mode  in  which  any  such  act  is  to  be  performed,  and  it  be 
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done  in  any  other  manner,  it  is  a  nullity  and  utterly  void  {Mc- 
Spedon  v.  The  Mayor^  c&o.  of  N.  T.^1  Bobw.,  601 ;  b.  c.  20 
How.  Pr.,  395 ;  Hood  v.  JST.  T.  <&  N.  H.  R.  R.  Co.,  22  Conn., 
602). 

But  the  courts  are  disposed  to  construe  such  grants  of  power 
in  a  liberal  way,  and  although  our  statutes  (1  Kev.  Stat,  600, 
§  3)  enact  that  corporations  shall  only  possess  or  exercise  such 
additional  powers  beyond  those  given  by  their  charter  or  some 
general  law  as  are  necessary  to  the  exercise  of  those  expressly 
given ;  such  necessity  is,  however,  not  an  ab^olMte  one,  but  in- 
cludes such  other  things  as  are  implied  in  the  principal  grant  or 
are  appurtenant  thereto,  or  convenient  and  ordinarily  exercised 
therewith. 

The  power  conferred  by  the  amendment  of  1864  to  mortgage 
as  security  for  debts  then  existing,  or  as  might  he  contracted  in 
the  hvsineas  of  the  corporation^  was  in  general  terms,  and  pre- 
scribed no  particular  form  or  mode  in  which  such  mortgage 
should  be  executed,  and  only  restricted  its  creation  to  securing 
"  debts  contracted  in  the  business  of  the  corporation."  It  was 
a  statutory  grant  to  do  what  the  corporation,  if  unrestricted  by 
its  charter,' might  have  done  under  its  common  law  powers,  and 
there  is  no  apparent  reason  why  it  should  be  diflferently  con- 
strued. 

Such  a  general  power  to  mortgage  for  existing  or  future 
debts  had  reference  to  the  several  modes  in  which,  and  purposes 
for  which,  such  an  instrument  could  tlien  be  legally  executed 
{Conger  v.  Hudson  R.  R.  Co.,  12  N.  T.,  198),  to  wit:  by 
agreement  enforceable  in  equity  to  execute  such  an  inBtruraent, 
by  absolute  deed  with  a  defeasance ;  or  upon  an  agreement  that 
it  was  given  as  security  or  toreconvey  on  payment  of  the  debt ; 
by  mortgage  with  or  without  any  statutory  power  of  sale,  and 
also  by  mortgage  to  one  or  more  trustees  for  the  benefit  of  sev- 
eral creditors,  as  well  for  existing  debts,  as  also  to  secnre  future 
advances  or  subsequently  accruing  obligations — such  as  for 
money  to  be  thereafter  raised,  on  the  issuing  of  bonds  therefor 
or  upon  the  sale  of  such  bonds.  Mortgages  of  this  latter  char- 
acter had,  previous  to  the  passage  of  these  acts,  received  the 
express  sanction  and  recognition  of  our  Court  of  Appeals^  in 
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King  v.  Merchants^  Excha/nge  Co.  (5  N.  T.  647) ;  CurtuB  v, 
LeaviU  (15  N.  T.  63, 169, 206,  221,  268).  See  also  Wright  v. 
Bundy  (11  Dl.  398). 

They  were  mortgages  of  a  well  known  character,  standing 
as  security  for  debts  to  be  thereafter,  from  time  to  time,  con- 
tracted by  the  corporation  in  the  course  of  its  business,  and  to 
be  evidenced  by  the  issue  to  the  creditor  of  some  one  or  more 
of  the  intended  bonds  on  receiving  a  due  consideration  there- 
for. I  am  of  the  opinion  that  nothing  is  alleged  in  the  com- 
plaint to  show  the  invalidity  of  the  title  of  the  defendant,  Piatt, 
as  trustee,  for  the  benefit  of  any  such  outstanding  creditors 
under  the  mortgage  in  question,  or  which  should  prevent  him, 
as  surviving  trustee,  from  enforcing  the  rights  of  such  honafde 
creditors  as  hold  any  of  the  bonds  described  in  the  mortgage  in 
question. 

As  to  the  second  objection,  to  the  attempted  exercise  of  the 
power  of  sale  contained  in  the  mortgage  or  deed  in  trust,  in  the 
city  of  New  Tork,  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  void,  I  re- 
gard it  as  also  untenable.  The  title  of  the  mortgagees  to  the 
real  estate  mentioned  in  the  mortgage,  is  governed  by  the  laws 
of  the  State  or  Territory  in  which  it  is  situated,  and  the  valid- 
ity of  the  mortgage  in  question  and  rights  of  the  owners  of  the 
equity  of  redemption,  depend  upon  the  laws  of  Colorado  rela- 
ting to  real  estate  which  existed  at  the  time  of  its  execution. 
While  the  laws  of  the  State  or  government  in  which  a  corpora- 
tion is  created,  defines  its  capacity  to  act,  the  laws  of  the  State 
in  which  any  real  estate  in  or  over  which  it  attempts  to  acquire 
an  interest  or  to  exercise  any  act  of  ownership,  is  situated,  must 
govern  as  to  the  force  and  effect  of  the  act  it  seeks  to  enforce  or 
perform.  While  the  plaintiff^,  by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  their 
creation,  had  general  authority  to  mortgage  their  real  property 
to  secure  debts  contracted  in  their  business,  the  laws  of  Color- 
ado, within  which  the  lands  are  situate,  must  govern  as  to  their 
power  to  execute  a  mortgage  upon  them,  as  to  the  mode  of  its 
execution,  the  form  and  effect  of  the  instrument,  and  as  to  such 
title  as  can  be  acquired  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  local 
law,  and  this  applies  to  mortgages  as  well  as  absolute  deeds 
Vol.  m.— 18 
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{Hogfordy.M€hol8,l'PBig^220;  Pecky.  Ca/y,  27 K Y.  11 ; 
Story  on  Conflict  of  Laws,  §§  364,  474).  Aside  from  the  mere 
power  of  corporations  to  mortgage  their  lands  to  secure  debts 
contracted  in  their  business  with  the  consent  of  their  stockhold- 
ers, the  yalidity  or  inyaliditj  of  the  mortgage,  the  rights  of  the 
mortgagee,  and  the  mode  of  foreclosing  the  eqnitj  of  redemp 
tioD,  all  depend  upon  the  laws  of  Colorado.  If  the  rule  of  the 
common  law  prevails  there,  the  absolute  fee  was  vested  in  the 
mortgagee,  and  the  interest  of  the  mortgagor  being  forfeited  by 
his  default,  he  had  no  relief  except  through  a  bill  to  redeem. 
The  mortgagee,  as  trustee  for  the  bond-holders,  is  a|;tempting 
to  pursue  his  remedy  according  to  the  letter  of  his  contract. 

The  complaint  discloses  no  ground  for  equitable  relief  against 
his  proceedings  in  conformity  with  its  terms,  except  such  as  are 
alleged  against  the  legal  efficacy  of  the  mortgage  and  of  the 
power  of  sale  under  it.  • 

No  averment  is  made  as  to  the  lex  rei  situ  to  show  any  ille- 
gality or  inequity  in  the  trustees  proceeding  to  sell  the  prop- 
erty in  the  prompt  and  easy  manner  agreed  upon  by  the  parties, 
to  enable  the  creditors  to  speedily  realize  their  money,  without 
the  expense  or  delay  of  foreclosure  by  bill  in  equity  {Richards 
V.  Hdmes^  18  How.  U.  S.  135) ;  and  no  case  of  fraud,  accident, 
or  mistake  is  presented,  requiring  the  interposition  of  a  court  of 
equity,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  him  to  perform  some  act 
or  duty  with  respect  to  which  it  has,  by  the  service  of  process, 
acquired  jurisdiction  and  power  of  supervision  over  him. 

The  summary  mode  of  foreclosing  mortgages  on  property 
situate  within  this  State,  and  selling  the  same,  is  regulated  by 
statute  (2  Bev.  Stat.  345,  &c.),  but  such  act  has  no  extra-terri- 
torial application  or  reference  to  lands  without  the  State,  and  a 
court  of  equity  of  this  State  has  no  authority  to  enjoin  a  mort- 
gagee of  lands,  situate  without  the  State,  from  selling  the  mort- 
gaged lands  by  public  sale  within  this  State,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  mortgage  security,  upon  the  mere  allegation  that 
such  power  is  void,  where  no  statute  of  the  State  or  Territory 
where  the  lands  are  situated,  nor  any  other  invalidity  in  the 
power,  is  stated  or  made  apparent. 


Digitized  by 


Q^oo^z 


NEW  TOEK— DBOBMBBE,  1870.  275 

Thorpe  r.  WaddinghanL 

In  my  opinion,  this  mortgage  is  (for  aught  that  appears) 
perfectly  valid  and  the  power  of  sale  rightly  exercised.  For 
these  reasons,  the  order  continuing  the  iujunction  should  be  re- 
versed, and  the  injunction  dissolved  with  costs. 

Order  reversed. 


Henby  B.  Thorpe  v.  "Wilson  Waddingham. 
JoHK  Todd,  et  al.y  v.  Same. 

It  18  well  setUed  that  where  fraadnlent  representations  are  aUeged  as  the  basis  of 
an  arrest,  it  mnst  appear,  not  only,  that  the  representations  were  false,  but  that 
they  were  known  to  be  so  by  the  party  making  them,  at  the  time  they  were 
made. 

When  frand  is  relied  upon  as  subjecting  a  party  to  arrest,  the  particular  facts  con- 
stituting the  fraud  should  be  set  forth.  Thus  where  the  plaintiff's  affidavit, 
on  an  application  for  an  order  of  arrest,  merely  arers  that  the  representations 
made  by  the  defendant  were  fitlse  and  fraudulent,  leaving  the  facts  a  matter  of 
mere  conjecture:  Beid,  that  the  affidavit  is 'defective  in  stating  simply  conclu- 

*  eion,  which  may  or  may  not  be  correct,  and  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  an 
order  of  arrest 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiffs  from  orders  of  special  term. 

The  facts  of  the  cases  are  stated  sufficiently  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court. 

Moses  Elyy  for  appellant. 

Eldridge  dk  Johnson^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Coubt.* — ^Labeemobe,  J. — Orders  of  arrest  in  both 
of  the  above  entitled  actions  were  granted  against  the  de- 
fendant upon  the  ground  of  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt  for 

*  IVesent— Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew  and  Larremore,  JJ. 
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which  the  actionB  were  brought.  The  defendant  moved,  at 
special  term,  on  the  original  affidavits  upon  which  said  orders 
were  granted,  to  vacate  the  same.  His  motion  prevailed,  and 
from  the  orders  entered  npon  the  decision  of  the  motion  the 
plaintiffs  appeal. 

The  defendant  having  made  his  application  npon  the  affida- 
vits of  the  plaintiffs  alone,  the  only  question  for  our  consider- 
ation is  whether  the  affidavits  were  sufficient  to  authorize  the 
arrest. 

It  is  alleged  by  the  plaintiffs  in  each  case  that  the  defendant 
negotiated  a  purchase,  with  Thorpe  and  Waters,  of  a  large 
quantity  of  silver-ware  valued  at  $23,000,  for  which  he  paid 
one-half  in  cash  and  one-half  in  948  shares  of  the  capital  stock 
of  the  Waddingham  Gold  and  Silver  Mining  Company,  which 
defendant  represented  to  be  a  company  regularly  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  this  State,  with  a  capital  of  $1,200,000  fuUy 
paid  in,  the  shares  of  which  were  each  of  the  nominal  par  value 
of  $25  and  of  the  market  value  of  $lliVir,  and  further  that 
said  stock  was  on  the  Mining  Board  and  selling  freely  to  pur- 
chasers, that  the  affairs  of  the  said  company  were  highly  pros- 
perous, the  yield  of  the  mining  property  was  large  and  would 
pay  large  dividends  in  gold.    It  is  also  alleged  by  the  plaintiffs 
that  such  sale  was  made  to  the  defendant  upon  the  sole  reliance 
and  belief  by  them  that  the  representations  above  mentioned 
were  true.     The  plaintiffs  then  aver  that  they  have  since  dis- 
covered that  said  representations  were  false  and  fraudulent, 
that  said  stock  in  reality  represented  no  value,  that  any  sales 
thereof  through  the  Mining  Board  were  really  but  pretended, 
and  through  the  contrivance  of  the  defendant  to  give  such  stock 
an  appearance  of  value  and  as  a  part  of  his  scheme  to  commit 
frauds  in  its  use.    That  he  (the  defendant)  contrived  the  plan 
of  the  organization  of  said  company  and  the  issue  of  its  stock 
as  one  of  a  series  of  kindred  plans,  with  the  object  of  selling 
the  same. 

It  is  well  settled  in  practice  that  where  fraud  is  alleged  as 
the  basis  of  an  arrest,  the  particular  facts  constituting  the  fraud 
should  be  set  forth,  to  enable  the  court  to  pass  judicially  upon 
f  he  question. 
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A  general  allegation  that  a  party  has  been  guilty  of  fraud 
is  the  statement  of  a  conclusion  which  may  or  may  not  be 
correct. 

In  the  case  of  fraudulent  representations  by  which  a  party 
is  subject  to  arrest  it  must  appear  not  only  that  the  same  were 
false  but  that  they  wiere  known  to  be  such  at  the  time  they 
were  made. 

The  plaintiffs  herein  swear  that  they  have  discovered  that 
the  representations  made  by  the  defendant  were  false  and  fraud- 
ulent, that  the  stock  referred  to  is  of  no  value  and  the  sales 
thereof  a  pretence.  We  are  left  in  entire  ignol'ance  of  the  facts 
disclosed  upon  said  discovery :  whether  the  company  was  ever 
incorporated  or  improperly  or.  illegally  incorporated,  what 
means  were  employed  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  stock  or 
that  the  sales  of  it  were  only  pretended  and  through  the  con- 
trivance of  the  defendant  are  matters  of  mere  conjecture  upon 
the  papers  submitted  on  the  appeal. 

The  plaintiffs  have  furnished  conclusions  instead  of  facts, 
which  upon  a  correct  presentation  might  entirely  rebut  the 
presumption  of  fraud. 

There  is  nothing  before  us  inconsistent  with  the  theory 
that  the  defendant  believed  the  representations  made  to  be 
true,  and  as  this  is  an  essential  fact  in  the  case,  which  the. 
plaintiffs  w<ere  bound  to  controvert,  the  failure  or  neglect  on 
their  part  to  do  it  entitled  the  defendant  to  an  order  discharg- 
ing the  arrest. 

The  orders  appealed  from  should  be  aflirmed  with  costs. 

Orders  aflSrmed. 
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Joseph  "WoBSTKb  v.  Thb  Forty-second  Street  and  Grand 
Street  Ferry  E.  E.  Co. 

A  railroad  company  having  undertaken  to  lay  a  track  along  a  public  road,  are 
bound  to  lay  it  properly,  and  keep  it  in  a  safe  condition,  and  it  is  a  qnestion 
for  the  jury  to  determine  whether  they  have  done  so  or  not  (following  Fath  y. 
TMrd  Ave.  R.  R.  Co,,  1  Daly,  148.) 

Hence,  in  an  action  against  the  defendants  for  injuries  to  a  horse,  caused  by 
reason  of  its  stepping  into  a  hole  between  the  rails  of  the  defendants'  track,  laid 
in  a  public  highway,  hdd,  error  to  take  the  case  frova.  the  jury  on  the  ground 
of  defendants  want  of  notice  of  the  defect. 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  dismissing  the  complaint  in  the 
Marine  Conrt. 

The  action  was  brought  to  repover  for  the  value  of  a  horse 
injured  under  the  following  circumstances  : 

As  the  plaintiff,  a  physician,  was  driving  along  Houston  street, 
near  Bidge  street,  one  of  his  horses  caught  his  hind  foot  in  a  hole 
in  the  pavement  between  the  rails  of  the  defendants'  railroad ; 
the  horse  was  unable  to  extract  his  foot  from  the  hole,  and  the 
carriage  moving  forward  upon  him,  the  horse  made  a  spring, 
which  resulted  in  tearing  off  the  upper  part  of  thfe  hoof,  and 
in  injuring  his  back  so  that  he  died. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  testimony,  the  justice  directed 
a  nonsuit,  ^^  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  show- 
ing that  the  defendants  were  aware  of  the  bad  condition  of  the 
track,  nor  any  evidence  showing  that  the  same  was  in  such 
bad  condition  for  such  a  period  of  time  as  would  imply  that 
the  defendants  must  of  necessity  have  been  aware  of  the 
fact." 

From  this  judgment  the  plaintiff  appealed  to  this  court 

Reynolds  &  Yenni  and  J.  H.  Anthony  for  appellant. 

I. — The  railroad  company  having  undertaken  to  lay  down 
a  rail  track  along  a  public  road,  were  bound  to  lay  it  properly, 
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and  keep  it  in  safe  condition  thereafter ;  and  it  was  for  the 
jury  to  determine  whether  they  had  done  bo  or  not  {JFash  v. 
Third  Av.  JRaUroad  Co.^  1  Daly,  148 ;  Mazetti  v.  Harlem 
Railroad,  3  E.  D.  Smith,  98  ;  Johnson  v.  Hudson  JR.  H,  JR.  Co., 
20  N.  T.  65 ;  Act  1850,  ch.  140,  §  28).  The  general  rule  that  a 
railroad  company  is  bound  to  lay  and  keep  its  road-bed  and  track 
in  snch  condition  as  to  make  it  safe  for  those  having  the  right  of 
passage  on,  over,  or  across  it,  is  fully  and  clearly  settled,  and  with- 
out reference  in  any  case  to  any  idea  of  notice  to  the  company 
(Shearman  &Eedfield  on  Negligence,  497 ;  Ot  West.  JRaUroad  v. 
Faweett,  1  Moore  P.  C.  [N.  S.]  101 ;  OroU  v.  Chest&r  Railroad, 
2£xch.  251 ;  Virginia  Rail/road  ^.Sanger,  16  Gratt.230 ;  Oum- 
herland  Railroad  y.  Hughes^  11  Penn.  141 ;  Cook  v.  N.  Y. 
Floating  Dock  Co.,  1  HUt.  436). 

II. — "  It  was  wholly  immaterial  whether  the  projection  "^as 
caused  by  the  failure  of  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New 
York  to  repair  the  street  in  the  locality  of  the  accident,"  jper 
Brady,  J.,  in  Fash  v.  Third  Av.  Railroad  (1  Daly,  148)  ;  see 
also  OiUett  v.  West.  Railroad  {S  Allen,  660),  Snow  v.  Housatonio 
Railroad  {Id.  441).  Negligence  in  this  regard  is  shown  by 
evidence  of  the  condition  of  the  road  at  the  time  of  the  acci- 
dent {MUwauhie  v.  Hv/nter,  11  Wise.  160). 

III. — Where  there  is  evidence  tending  to  show  negligence, 
the  question  must  be  left  to  the  jury.  It  can  be  taken  from 
them  only  by  the  absolute  defect  of  evidence  of  negligence  in 
the  defendant,  or  uncontradicted  evidence  of  contributory  neg- 
ligence {Brown  v.  Moha/wk  Railroad,  How.  App.  Ca.  62  ; 
Pder  V.  N.  T.  Central  R.  R.  Co.  16  N.  Y.  476 ;  Beers  v. 
Housatonic,  19  Conn.  566). 

JMoses  JEly,  for  respondent. 

I. — There  is  no  law  imposing  on  railroad  companies  the 
obligation  to  keep  the  pavement  between  their  tracks  in  repair, 
or,  in  fact,  the  tracks  themselves ;  and  such  obligation,  if  it 
exist  at  all,  does  so  by  reason  of  a  contract  or  provision  in  the 
charter  from  which  the  road  derives  its  franchise  imposing  the 
obligation.    The  rails  are  laid  in  the  public  streets,  and  are 
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open  to  and  used  by  the  public  as  freely  and  as  much  as  by  the 
railroad  company  itself  (Mcusetti  v.  JT.  Y,  dk  Harlem  M.  H.  Co.^ 
3  E.  D.  Smith,  98). 

n. — There  was  no  evidence  on  the  trial  showing  any  con- 
tract or  provision  in  their  charter  imposing  such  obligation  on 
the  defendants,  and  no  such  contract  or  provision  exists. 

III. — There  was  no  proof  on  the  trial  of  notice  to  de- 
fendants, before  the  accident,  that  the  street  was  out  of  repair; 
and  no  proof  that  the  street  had  been  so  out  of  repair  for  such 
a  length  of  time  as  to  justify  the  presumption  that  defendants 
knew  of  its  condition,  and  could  have  repaired  it  in  the  mean- 
time. Admitting  that  defendants  are  bound  to  keep  the  streets 
in  repair  between  their  tracks,  their  liability  for  injuries  occa- 
sioned by  its  being  out  of  repair  attaches  only  in  case  of 
negligence,  and  in  this  case  no  carelessness  or  negligence  is 
attributable  to  them  {McOinty  r.  Mayor  <&o.  of  N.  T.,  5 
Duer,  674  ;  HaH  v.  Brooklyn,  36  Barb.  226). 

Bt  the  Couet.* — ^LAjfcREMOBE,  J. — ^A  uousuit  was  granted 
in  this  case  upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  evidence  show- 
ing that  the  defendants  were  aware  of  the  bad  condition  of  the 
track,  nor  any  evidence  showing  that  the  same  was  in  such 
bad  condition,  for  such  a  period  of  time  as  would  imply  that 
the  defendants  must,  of  necessity,  have  been  aware  of  the  fact. 

The  plaintiff  swore  that  "the  horse  caught  her  hind-off 
foot  in  the  railroad  track,"  that  is,  the  right  track  inside  the  first 
rail.  The  foot  went  down  into  a  hole  about  six  inches  deep, 
just  deep  enough  and  narrow  enough  to  catch  the  horse's  foot 
under  the  iron  of  the  rail.  The  iron  projecting  about  one- 
quarter  of  an  inch  over  the  wood-rail,  it  dovetailed,  as  it  were, 
the  foot  of  the  horse  completely. 

He  says,  "the  stone  that  supported  the  sleepers  was  gone;" 
and  he  says,  "  the  iron  rail  caught  this  part  of  the  hoof,  and 
tore  the  hair  and  hoof  all  out  for  four  square  inches." 

This  testimony  is  corroborated  by  the  witness  Abbott,  who 
also  swore  that  he  had  seen  the  cobble  stones  were  gone,  some 

•  Present — Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew  and  Larremore,  JJ. 
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time  before  the  accident,  and  that  defendants'  cars  ran  over  this 
track. 

It  was  also  admitted  on  the  trial  that  no  other  cars  than 
those  belonging  to  the  defendants  ran  on  that  track. 

It  was  held  by  the  general  term  of  this  court,  in  Fash  y. 
Third  Avenue  It.  H.  Co,  (1  Daly,  148),  that  a  railroad  com- 
pany having  undertaken  to  lay  down  a  rail  track  along  a  street, 
which  is  a  public  road,  are  bound  to  lay  it  down  properly,  and 
keep  it  in  a  proper  condition  thereafter,  and  that  it  was  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jury  to  determine,  whether  they  have  done  so  or 
not.  The  injury  to  plaintiff's  horse  occurred  hetween  the  tracks, 
and  was  occasioned  by  his  foot  being  caught  in  a  hole  under 
the  iron  of  the  rail,  the  iron  projecting  about  one-quarter  of  an 
inch  over  the  wood  rail. 

It  being  conceded  that  the  defendants'  cars  were  the  only 
ones  that  used  this  track,  it  is  fair  to  presume,  under  the 
authority  of  the  case  above  cited,  that  there  was  some  obliga- 
tion on  their  part  to  see  that  the  track  was  kept  in  a  safe  coh- 
dition. 

The  injury  complained  of  evidently  resulted  from  negli- 
gence, and  it  should  have  been  left  to  the  jury  to  determine  by 
whose  negligence  the  plaintiff  sustained  damage. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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The  Mstbopolitan  Boabd  of  Health  v.  M.  Schkadeb. 

Of  two  Btatates  affecting  the  same  subject^  and  paased  the  same  day,  the  one  num- 
bered as  a  chapter  of  the  laws  last,  being  local  and  not  intended  to  take 
effect  till  a  later  day  than  the  other,  held  to  be  the  later  and  oontruUing 
Btatate. 

The  Legislatnre  haying  regulated  the  standard  of  petroleum,  Ac,  and  the  mode 
of  storage  thereof  d^c,  it  is  not  competent  for  a  board  of  health  to  impose  fur- 
ther restrictionB. 

Nor  has  the  board  of  health  the  power  to  do  so  under  a  general  power  to  make 
ordinances  not  inconsistent  with  law.     . 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Sixth  District  Conrt. 

This  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiffe  to  recover  a  pen- 
alty of  $50  for  an  alleged  violation  of  an  ordinance  passed  by 
them  on  the  26th  January,  1869,  and  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  to  wit : 

"That  no  petroleum  oil,  kerosene  oil,  or  other  liquid 
(having  a  like  composition  or  qualities  as  a  burning  fluid  as 
said  oil)  shall  be  kept  or  offered  for  sale  as  a  burning  fluid  for 
lamps  or  in  any  receptacle  for  the  purpose  of  illumination  ;  nor 
shall  such  oil  or  fluid  be  purchased'for  use  or  be  used  as  a  burn- 
ing fluid  for  any  such  lamp  or  receptacle,  or  be  kept  for  such 
use,  unless  all  such  oil  or  fluid  shall  be  of  such  quality  or  ingre- 
dients that  it  shall  stand  and  be  equal  to  both  the  following 
tests  and  conditions,  to  wit : 

1.  That  it  shall  not  take  flre  or  burn  at  a  temperature  below 
one  hundred  and  ten  degrees,  Fahrenheit ;  and 

2.  That  it  shall  not  evolve  any  explosive  vapor  at  a  tem- 
perature below  one  hundred  degrees,  Fahrenheit." 

The  defendant  was  alleged  to  have  sold  oil  which  took  fire 
and  exploded  at  a  temperature  of  ninety-eight  degrees,  and 
which  evolved  an  explosive  vapor  at  a  temperature  of  eighty 
degrees. 

The  defendant  demurred  to  the  complaint  on  the  ground 
that  it  did  not  set  forth  facts  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause  of 
action. 
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The  justice  sustained  the  demurrer  and  dismissed  the  com- 
plaint 

The  plaintiff  appealed  to  this  court. 

Oeorge  Bliss^  Jr.^  for  appellant, 
CrosSj  Rice  <&  Hdt^  for  respondent. 

Br  THE  CouBT.* — ^LoEW,  J. — It  appears  that  the  complaint 
in  this  case  was  dismissed  by  the  court  below,  on  the  ground 
that  the  plaintiffs  had  no  authority  to  pass  the  ordinance  for  an 
alleged  violation  of  which,  this  action  was  brought. 

The  power  of  the  Board  of  Health  to  enact  an  ordinance 
*Uke  the  one  under  consideration,  could  not  well  be  questioned 
(Laws  of  1866,  chap.  74,  §§  12  &  20 ;  Id.  chap.  686,  §§  1  &  3  ; 
Laws  of  1867,  chap.  966,  §  10),  were  it  not  for  other  legislation 
respecting  the  storage  and  sale  of  kerosene  or  petroleum. 

In  1866  an  act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  (Laws  1865, 
chap.  773,  §  3),  prohibiting  petroleum,  kerosene  and  other  oils 
from  being  stored  or  sold  within  the  corporate  limits  of  any 
city  in  the  State,  ^^  the  fire  test  of  which  shall  be  less  than  one 
hundred  d^rees  Fahrenheit." 

On  the  fourth  day  of  May  of  the  following  year,  two  other 
acts  were  passed  (Laws  of  1866,  chap.  872,  §  1 ;  Id.  chap.  878, 
§  51),  one  of  which  amends  the  act  of  1865,  and  changes  the 
prescribed  test  to  one  hundred  and  ten  degrees  Fahrenheit,  and 
the  other  enacts  that  "  no  refined  petroleum,  kerosene  earth  or 
rock  oil,  or  machinery  oil,  shall  be  kept  upon  sale  or  stand 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  New  York,  the  fire 
test  of  which  shall  be  less  than  one  hundred  degrees  Fah- 
renheit." 

Although  both  of  these  acts  were  passed  on  the  same  day, 
we  think  the  last-mentioned  one  should  be  deemed  the  later 
and  controlling  statute,  not  only  because  its  number  is  greater, 
and 'because  it  was  passed  with  especial  reference  to  the  city  of 
Kew  York  (while  the  former  is  applicable  to  all  the  cities  in 

*  Present—Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew  and  Van  Brant,  JJ. 
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the  State),  but  also  for  the  reason  that  it  was  not  to  go  into 
operation  until  June  1, 1866,  whereas  the  other  took  effect  im- 
mediately upon  its  passage. 

Effect  will  thus  be  given  to  both  statutes  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  one  being  in  force  from  the  date  of  its  passage  to  June 
let,  at  which  time  the  other  went  into  effect  and  repealed  all 
other  statutes  in  any  case  provided  for  by  that  act  or  inconsist- 
ent with  its  provisions,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  said  city 
(Laws  of  1866,  chap.  873,  §  62). 

As  the  Legislature  has  in  section  51  of  the  last  mentioned 
act  particularly  specified  what  the  fire  test  of  refined  petroleum, 
kerosene,  and  other  oils  shall  be,  in  order  to  render  the  storage 
and  sale  thereof  lawful,  and  also  prescribed  the  circumstances 
under,  as  well  as  the  kind  of  building,  in  which  the  same  may 
be  stored,  we  think  it  is  not  competent  for  the  Board  of  Health 
to  create  or  impose  additional  tests  or  conditions,  as  a  pre- 
requisite to  the  right  to  keep  or  sell  such  oil,  as  it  has  attempted 
to  do  in  the  ordinance  referred  to. 

The  claim  of  the  plaintiffs  that  said  ordinance  is  consistent 
with  the  act  of  the  Legislature,  as  the  former  only  has  reference 
to  the  keeping  and  offering  for  sale  petroleum,  which  is  to  be 
used  as  a  burning  fluid,  or  for  the  purpose  of  illumination, 
while  the  latter  relates  to  the  storage  and  sale  thereof  generally, 
will  not  avail  them. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  prohibits  the  storage  or  sale  of 
petroleum  that  does  not  come  up  to  a  certain  t^t,  which 
implies  that  it  may  be  so  stored  and  sold  if  it  be  of  that  test. 

Now  the  ordinance  of  the  Board  of  Health  prescribes' 
another  and  different  test,  and  forbids  the  keeping  or  selling 
thereof,  notwithstanding  the  requirements  of  the  law  may  be 
fulfilled. 

The  two  are,  therefore,  manifestly  inconsistent  with  each 
other.  Besides  a  violation  of  the  statute  in  respect  to  the  test 
fixed  by  it,  would  necessarily  also  be  a  violation  of  the  ordi- 
nance ;  and  if  the  latter  were  valid,  a  party  offending  would  be 
subjected  to  two  actions  to  recover  distinct  penalties  for  the 
same  cause,  one  brought  by  the  Fire  Department  and  the  other 
by  the  Board  of  Health. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW  TOEK— DBOBMBEE,  1870.  285 

Smith  T.  Mahony. 

Nor  do  we  think  that  there  is  anything  in  section  10  of  the 
act,  passed  the  year  after  the  above  law  (Laws  of  1867,  chap. 
956,  §  10),  which  confers  authority  on  the  Board  to  pass  the 
ordinance  in  question.  That  section  gives  the  Board  power  to 
make  ordinances  upon  all  matters  and  subjects  to  which  and 
80  far  as  the  power  of.  said  Board  extends.  But  such  ordi- 
nances  must  be  consistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
State  (Laws  of  1866,  chap.  74,  §  20 ;  Id.  chap.  686,  §  1) ;  and 
as  we  have  already  seen  the  ordinance  referred  to  is  inconsist- 
ent with  a  law  on  the  same  subject,  and  is,  therefore,  invalid, 
and  of  no  effect. 

Li  onr  opinion  the  judgment  of  the  court  below  was  correct 
and  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


MacPhebson  Smuh  and  another  v.  Michael  P.  Mahony. 

ProoeedtDgB  Bupplementary  to  execution,  under  the  Code  of  Procedure,  were  in- 
tended as  a  summary  and  inexpensive  substitute  for  the  former  creditor's  bill, 
and  the  former -practice  in  regard  to  the  latter  applies  to  the  new  proceedings, 
unkfls  inconsistent  with,  or  superceded  by,  the  change  made  by  the  Legislature. 

Under  the  Code,  a  second  execution  may  be  issued,  by  leave  of  the  court,  after 
fk^^  years  from  the  entry  of  judgment,  although  the  judgment  creditor  has  com- 
menced supplementary  proceedings  on  the  judgment 

Appeal  from  an  order  vacating  an  order  granting  the  plain- 
tiffs leave  to  issue  execution  and  requiring  th^m  to  proceed  by 
supplementary  proceedings. 

The  plaintiffs  having  recovered  a  judgment  in  this  action 
for  $1,073.37,  on  July  25, 1865,  issued  an  execution  thereon, 
which  was  returned  unsatisfied.  On  the  3d  September,  1870, 
proceedings  supplementary  to  execution  were  commenced  and 
defendant  partially  examined,  after  which  further  examination 
was  adjourned  to  September  17th.  On  the  3d  September,  1870, 
on  motion  of  the  plaintiff  and  after  hearing,  leave  was  granted 
to  issue  execution  on  said  judgment.  On  the  10th  September 
1870,  an  order  was  made,  on  notice,  and  after  argument,  vacat- 
ing the  order  of  September  3d,  allowing  the  execution  to  issue 
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and  setting  aside  the  same  and  all  proceedings  thereunder,  and 
directing  plaintiffs  to  proceed  by  way  of  the  sapplementary 
proceedings  ab*eady  instituted.  From  this  order  the  plaintifi 
appealed  to  the  General  Term. 

N.  A.  (Jkedsey^  for  appellants. 

Devlirhy  Miller  <b  TruU^  for  respondents. 

By  the  Cottbt.* — Daly,  Ch.  J. — ^It  has  been  repeatedly 
held  that  the  proceedings  supplementary  to  execution,  insti- 
tuted by  the  Code,  were  intended  as  a  summary  and  inex- 
pensive substitute  for  the  former  creditors'  bill,  and  that 
the  practice  established  by  the  former  Court  of  Chancery 
in  respect  to  the  course  of  procedure  upon  creditors'  bills, 
applied  to  the  new  proceeding,  unless  it  was  inconsistent 
with,  or  obviously  superseded  by,  the  change  which  the 
Legislature  had  made.  It  was  held,  in  the  former  Court 
of  Chancery,  that  the  filing  of  a  creditor's  bill  did  not 
preclude  the  plaintiff  from  issuing  a  second  execution,  and 
that  the  Court  of  Chancery  could  not  compel  the  creditor 
to  elect  between  his  bill  and  the  second  execution,  unless  it  ap- 
peared that  in  such  court,  if  the  creditor  succeeded,  he  would 
or  might  obtain  his  whole  debt,  as  where  he  had  levied  upon 
property  under  the  second  execution  amply  sufficient  to  pay  his 
debt,  and  that  if  a  levy  was  made  upon  property,  but  insuffi- 
cient to  satisfy  the  judgment,  it  would  be  regarded  as  a  satis- 
faction pro  tanto  only,  and  would  be  no  bar  to  the  creditor's 
bill  generally  {Cfuyler  v.  Mordand,  6  Paige,  273 ;  Storm  v. 
Badger,  8  Id.  130;  Thomas  v.  McEwen,  11  Id.  131 ;  Pepciar 
Y.  OaUinSy  4  J.  B.  Moore,  163),  and  these  rules  have  been  held 
to  apply  equally  to  the  supplementary  proceedings  under  the 
Code  (Sale  v.  Laweon,  4  Sandf.  S.  C.  E.  718 ;  LiUiendaM  v. 
Fellerm>an,  11  How.  Pr.  528;  Farqueharecm  v.  IRrnbaUjlS 
Id.  37). 

I  therefore  agree  with  Judge  Larremore,  that  the  order  ap- 
pealed from  must  be  reversed. 

*  Present— Daly,  Gh.  J.,  Loew  and  Larremore,  J  J. 
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Lakbemobb,  J. — Judgment  was  recovered  and  entered  in 
this  action  July  25, 1865^  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  against  the 
defendant,  for  the  sum  of  $1,073.37.  On  September  3,  1870, 
an  order  was  made  on  notice  and  hearing,  that  the  plaintiffs 
have  leave  to  issne  execution  on  said  judgment.  Subsequently, 
and  on  the  10th  of  September,  1870,  another  order  was  made 
on  like  notice  and  hearing,  vacating  the  order  of  3d  of  Septem- 
ber allowing  execution  to  issue,  and  setting  aside  the  same 
and  all  proceedings  thereunder,  and  directing  plaintiffs  to  pro- 
ceed by  way  of  the  supplementary  proceedings  heretofore  in- 
stituted in  the  action.  From  this  last-mentioned  order  this  ap- 
peal is  taken. 

The  right  to  iasue  execution  upon  a  judgment  is  a  statutory 
right,  and  not  dependent  upon  judicial  discretion.  A  party 
may  at  any  time  within  five  years  after  the  entry  of  judgment, 
proceed  to  enforce  the  same. 

After  the  lapse  of  five  years  from  the  entry  of  the  judgment, 
such  execution  can  only  be  issued  by  leave  of  the  court  upon 
motion  and  on  notice  to  the  adverse  party. 

The  application  of  the  plaintiffs  showed  a  compliance  with 
the  statute,  and  that  the  judgment  remained  unsatisfied. 

These  facts  being  undisputed,  the  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to 
have  their  application  granted,  unless  the  pendency  of  the  pro- 
ceedings supplementary  to  execution,  referred  to  in  the  affidavit 
of  defendant  and  his  counsel,  constituted  a  valid  objection  there- 
to. Proceedings  supplementary  to  execution  are  in  aid  of  the 
execution,  and  cannot  consistently  be  allowed  to  supercede  it. 
They  both  seek  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  result — the 
collection  of  the  judgment. 

In  some  cases  these  proceedings  are  resorted  to,  to  compel 
the  application  of  the  property  of  the  judgment  debtor  toward 
the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  as  provided  upon  the  return  of 
the  execution.  We  think,  also,  that  the  notice  of  the  applica- 
tion was  sufficient,  and  that  the  defendant  was  not  mislead 
thereby. 

The  order  appealed  from  should  be  reversed,  with  costs. 

Order  reversed. 
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Lauba.  Waldbon  V.  Caeoline  Ritchings. 

The  statateB  of  this  State  allowing  married  women  to  carry  on  any  trade  or 
bosineaa,  have  no  extra-territorial  operation,  and  are  limited  in  their  operation 
to  trade  or  bnainess  carried  on  in  this  State;  the  presamption  being,  in  the 
absence  of  proof^  that  the  common  law  mle,  in  any  particular  State,  has  not 
been  modified. 

Hence,  where  a  married  woman,  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania^  was  sued  in  this 
State  for  services  rendered  in  Massachusetts,  under  an  agreement  made  in 
Pennsylvania,  held  that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  without  showing  that 
the  common  law  rule  as  to  the  disability  of  married  women  had  been  changed 
in  at  least  one  of  those  States. 

Where  negotiations  for  a  contract  are  carried  on  between  two  parties  living  in 
different  States,  partly  by  mail  and  partly  through  an  agent  of  one  of  the  par- 
ties, the  contract  is  made  in  the  State  where  it  first  took  effect  so  as  io  become 
of  binding  obligation  upon  both  parties. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine 
Court. 

The  complaint  alleged  that  the  plaintiff,  in  pursuance  of  a 
contract  entered  into  between  the  parties  in  the  city  of  Kew 
York,  rendered  two  weeks'  services,  reasonably  worth  $100,  as 
assistant  leading  singer  in  certain  operatic  performances  in  the 
city  of  Boston,  in  December,  1867,  and  that  at  the  time  the 
defendant  was  a  married  woman,  possessed  of  a  separate  estate 
and  property,  and  carrying  on  business  on  her  sole  and  separate 
account. 

The  answer  admitted  that  the  defendant  was  a  married 
woman,  possessed  of  a  separate  estate  and  property,  and  wa^ 
carrying  on  business  on  her  separate  account,  but  alleged  that 
the  plaintiff  sang  in  opera  in  the  city  of  Boston  only  on  one 
occasion  on  trial,  with  the  understanding  that  if  she  proved 
qualified  therefor,  she  would  be  engaged  by  the  defendant,  and 
that  upon  such  trial  the  plaintiff  failed,  and  was  not  engaged 
for  that  reason. 

Jt  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  negotiation  was  conducted 
by  mail  between  the  plaintiff  or  her  father,  at  New  York  city, 
and  the  defendant  or  her  agent,  at  Philadelphia,  and  it  was 
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tbus  agreed  that  plaintiff  should  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  sing 
once  on  trial,  her  salary  to  commence  when  she  reached  that 
city.  The  plaintiff  sang  in  Philadelphia,  but  being  ill,  the 
defendant  agreed  she  should  have  another  trial  at  Boston.  The 
plaintiff  sang  in  Boston  once,  and  not  regarding  her  as  a  suc- 
cess, the  defendant  gave  her  $100,  and  declined  to  engage  her. 
The  evidence  was  conflicting,  and  the  jury  found  a  verdict  for 
the  full  amount  claimed.  From  the  judgment  thereon  the 
defendant  appealed  to  this  court. 

Sa/m/ad  J.  Crooksy  for  appellant. 

The  record  shows  the  defendant  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  action  to  have  been  a  non-resident,  and  a 
resident  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  proofs  show  the 
services  (if  any)  to  have  been  rei^dered  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, under  an  agreement  made  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
There  was  no  proof  that  the  defendant  had  at  any  time  carried 
on  any  trade  or  business  on  her  sole  accov/rU,  or  that  she  was  at 
any  time  possessed  of  a  separate  estate  within  this  State,  Kor 
was  there  a  particle  of  evidence  of  any  kind,  that  the  obligation 
upon  which  a  recovery  was  had,  was  incurred  with  reference  to 
her  separate  business. 

1*  The  statutes  (Laws  of  1848-9, 1860-2),  enabling  a  mar- 
ried  woman  (as  such)  to  carry  on  business,  &c.,  are  local  in 
their  application,  and  do  not  extend  beyond  State  lines,  nor 
do  they  remove  disabilities  or  impose  obligations,  except  in  the 
case  of  such  married  women  as  are  in  a  position  to  receive  the 
benefits  bestowed  upon  them  by  such  statutes,  i.  e.y  residents 
of  this  State  having  a  separate  property  or  conducting  a 
separate  business  therein  and  contracting  with  reference 
thereto. 

This  is  apparent  from  the  8th  section  of  the  act  of  1860, 
exempting  the  husband  from  liability  upon  any  contract  of  the 
wife,  made  "  in  or  about  the  carrying  on  of  any  trade  or  busi- 
ness, under  any  statute  of  this  State,^^  {Savage  v.  O^Neil^  42 
Barb.  374.) 

Vol.  in.— 19 
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2.  If  the  defendant  was  conducting  a  business  in  another 
State  on  her  sole  account,  this  would  not  answer  the  purpose 
of  the  statute,  and  as  matter  of  proof,  was  immateriaL  There 
is  no  presumption  that  the  statutes  of  this  State  modifying  the 
common  law,  have  been  also  enacted  in  other  States.  (  WrigU 
V.  Ddafidd,  23  Barb.  498.) 

The  contract  proved  in  this  case,  if  made  in  Pennsylvania 
or  Massachusetts,  was  void  at  common  law,  and  cannot  be 
enforced  by  the  laws  of  this  State,  for  this  reason,  among 
others,  that  within  the  meaning  of  our  statute,  it  was  not  a 
contract  with  reference  to  a  separate  business  or  estate  then 
being  carried  on,  or  situate  within  this  State.  (ITwmy  v.  Gari^ 
18  Abbott  Pr.  18;  BarUm  v.  Beer^  35  Barb.  78;  Kim  v. 
CHSmey,  24  How.  Pr.  81;  Yale  v.  Ded&rer,  22  K  T.  450; 
Coster  V.  Isaacs j  16  Abbott  Pr.  828 ;  Baldnjom  v.  Kimmd, 
Id.  368. 

Yard  <&  FuHong^  for  respondent. 

No  proof  was  offered  on  the  trial  to  show  that  the  laws  of 
Pennsylvania  or  Massachusetts  in  regard  to  married  women, 
or  in  action  on  contract  against  them  differed  from  our  own. 
If  such  difference  really  existed  it  should  have  been  proven  by 
the  appellant.  "Foreign  laws  are  regarded  as  facts,  and 
should  be  alleged  and  proved  like  other  facts  of  which  the 
courts  do  not  take  judicial  notice.  In  the  absence  of  such  alle- 
gations and  proofs  our  courts  will  presume  that  the  foreign 
laws  are  in  accordance  with  our  own.  The  laws  of  a  country 
to  whose  ^urt  a  party  appeals  for  redress,  furnish  in  all  cases 
prima  fade  the  rule  of  decision,  and  if  either  party  wishes  the 
benefit  of  a  different  rule  of  law,  as,  for  instance,  the  lex  domi- 
cilii^ lex  loci  contracticsj  or  lex  loci  rei  sitosj  he  must  aver  and 
prove  it."  {Mjinroe  v.  BouglaSy  5  N.  Y.  447-452.)  There 
was  no  such  averment  or  proof  in  the  pleadings  or  on  the  trial 
of  the  case  at  bar.  Therefore  the  question  cannot  be  raised 
here. 
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By  the  Cotjbt.* — ^Dalt,  Oh.  J. — The  recovery  in  this  case 
was  for  two  weeks'  services  by  the  plaintiff  in  Boston  as  a 
member  of  an  operatic  troupe,  called  the  Eichings'  Opera  Com- 
pany, of  which  the  defendant  was  the  manager,  and  for  the 
plaintiff's  expenses  in  returning  to  New  York,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  $116. 

The  defendant  is  a  married  woman,  and  admits  in  her 
answer  that  she  is  possessed  of  a  separate  estate  and  property, 
and  that  she  was  and  is  carrying  on  business  upon  her  separate 
account ;  the  business,  as  appears  by  the  evidence,  being  the 
proprietorship  and  management  of  the  operatic  troupe  or  com- 
pany which  bears  her  name.  The  plaintiff  is  a  resident  of  New 
York,  the  defendant  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  action  has  been 
brought  against  the  defendant  as  a  non-resident,  by  attach- 
ment. 

Tlie  plaintiff  being  in  New  York  and  the  defendant  in 
Philadelphia,  a  negotiation  was  commenced  by  the  defendant's 
agent  for  the  engagement  of  the  plaintiff  to  appear  in  the 
leading  female  characters  in  three  specified  operas,  at  $50  a 
week,  together  with  traveling  expenses ;  and  after  various  let- 
ters had  passed  between  the  defendant's  agent,  the  defendant 
herself  and  the  plaintiff's  father,  it  was  agreed  that  the  plaintiff 
should  go  to  Philadelphia,  and  make  her  dehut  in  one  of  the 
operas,  and  if,  to  use  the  language  of  the  defendant,  she  did 
not  fail  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  and  the  press,  that  she 
was  to  be  assured  of  an  engagement  upon  the  terms  above 
stated.  The  plaintiff  accordingly  relinquished  an  engagement 
which  she  had  in  the  Academy  of  Music,  in  Brooklyn,  went  to 
Philadelphia,  and  appeared  in  one  of  the  parts'  designated. 

She  was  laboring  under  the  disadvantage  of  a  recent  sick- 
ness, but  the  impression  which  she  produced  was  not,  it  would 
seem,  regarded  as  unfavorable,  and  a  further  trial  in  the  same 
character,  was  determined  upon  to  be  made  at  Boston,  whither 
the  troupe  proceeded  immediately  afterwards. 

The  second  trial  was  accordingly  made  in  Boston,  and  in 


•  Present— Daly,  Gh.  J.,  Loew  and  Van  Brunt,  JJ, 
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respect  to  the  result  of  it,  there  is  a  direct  conflict  in  the  evi- 
dence; the  plaintifi  and  her  father  testifying  that  she  was  very 
well  received,  and  the  defendant  and  the  defendant's  agent, 
that  her  performance  was  a  failure ;  that  there  was  a  veiy  gen- 
eral expression  of  disappointment  among  the  audiences,  the 
opinion  being  freely  expressed  that  the  opera  represented  had 
failed  through  the  incompetency  of  the  young  lady  who  had 
appeared  in  the  leading  female  diaracter. 

Eegarding  the  trial  as  unfavorable,  the  defendant's  agent 
notified  the  plaintiff's  father  that  the  defendant  would  not 
engage  his  daughter,  but  the  father  insisted  that  she  had  suc- 
ceeded, and  that  the  defendant  was  bound  to  engage  her. 

She  had  been  paid  $50  for  her  hotel  expenses^in  Philadel- 
phia on  her  debut  and  $50  for  her  first  week  whilst  there,  to 
which  was  added  $50,  covering  the  week  of  her  appearance  in 
Boston,  making  in  all  $150,  and  as  she  refused  to  be  dis- 
charged, she  remained  three  weeks  in  Boston,  for  the  two 
latter  of  which  she  recovered  in  this  action,  at  the  stipulated 
cost,  $50  a  week. 

The  point  taken  upon  this  appeal  is  that  the  defendant, 
being  a  married  woman  and  a  resident  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  incapable  of  binding  herself  by  contract,  and  that 
the  assumed  obligation  upon  which  she  was  sued  was  nugatory 
and  void.  This  was  not  an  action  to  charge  her  estate  in 
equity,  nor  could  such  an  action  have  been  maintained  in  the 
Marine  Court.  It  was  an  action  for  a  breach  of  contract,  in 
which  judgment  was  recovered  against  her  the  same  as  if  she 
was  ^.femmie  sole.    {Barton  v.  Beer^  35  Barb.  81.) 

At  common  Idw,  a  married  woman  was  incapable  of  binding 
herself  by  contract. 

Such  was  the  law  of  this  State,  until  the  passage  of  our 
enabling  statute,,  and  we  must  presume,  until  the  contrary 
appeal's,  that  the  same  law  exists  in  other  States  in  respect  to 
the  relation  of  husband  and  wife,  that  existed  here  before  the 
passage  of  these  statutes.  Scvoage  v.  (fNeH^  42  Barb.  378; 
Alell  V.  Douglas^  4,  Denio,  309;  Wright*  y.  Delafield,  33 
Barb.  498.) 

By  our  enabling  statutes  (4  Edm.  Gen.  Statutes  of  N.  Y., 
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p.  516,  §§  2,  8),  married  women  are  allowed  to  carry  on  any 
trade  or  bnfiiness,  and  to  bargain  or  contract  in  or  abont  carry- 
ing it  on. 

The  bosiness  here  referred  to  is,  by  the  words  of  the  statnte, 
defined  to  be  one  carried  on  nnder  any  statute  of  this  State, 
very  clearly  indicating  that  it  is  one  to  be  carried  on  within  the 
limits  of  the  State,  for  onr  statntes  have  no  extra  territorial 
operation,  and  onr  legislation  upon  snch  matters  is  necessarily 
confined  to  oar  own  State.  Nor  can  we  entertain  any  pre- 
Bnmption  that  the  common  law  has  been  modified  by  legisla- 
tion in  other  States  as  it  has  been  in  this  (  WHgkt  v.  Delafield^ 
23  Barb.  498),  the  only  presumption,  in  the  absence  of  proof  of 
what  the  law  is  in  any  particular  State,  being  the  general  one 
before  referred  to. 

yTEn  the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  then,  we  must  pre- 
sume that  the  defendant  was  incapable,  by  the  law  of  Penn- 
sylvania, of  binding  herself  by  such  a  contract,  and  that  if 
the  action  had  been  brought  against  her  there,  where  she 
resides,  it  could  not  have  been  maintained ;  and  we  must  pre- 
sume, also,  that  if  it  had  been  brought  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, the  State  in  which  the  services  were  rendered  for  which 
the  plaintiff  has  recovered,  the  same  result  would  have  fol- 
lowed. Can  it  be  maintained  against  her  in  this  State  %  It  was 
held,  in  Savage  v.  O^NeU  (42  Barb.  378),  that  a  married  woman 
elaiming  the  benefit  of  the  acts  of  1848  and  1849,  must  show 
that  she  was  a  resident  of  this  State  at  a  time,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances, to  entitle  her  to  such  a  benefit,  and  if  the  same 
construction  is  to  be  applied  to  the  acts  subsequently  passed, 
'  then  the  operation  of  the  enabling  statute  is  confined  to  mar- 
ried women  who  are  residents  of  the  State ;  for  if  married 
women  who  are  non-residents  are  precluded  from  the  benefits 
which  these  statutes  confer,  it  necessarily  follows  that  they  can- 
not be  subject  to  the  obligations  which  arise  from  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  benefits.  , 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  construction  put  upon  the  acts  of 
1848  and  1849  is  equally  applicable  to  the  acts  of  1860  and 
1862,  for  the  whole  design  of  this  legislation  appears  to  have 
1)een  for  the  benefit  of  married  women  in  this  State. 
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This  Ib  indicated  by  the  clanse  in  the  first  section  of  the  act 
of  1860,  which  declares  that  "  that  which  a  woman,  ma/rried  in 
this  State,  owns  at  the  time  of  her  marriage,  shall  remain  her  sole 
and  separate  property ; "  as  well  as  by.  the  preceding  clause, 
"  the  real  and  personal  property  which  a  married  woman  now 
owns,  &c.,  &c. ; "  and  the  clause  in  the  eighth  section  which 
exempts  her  husband  from  all  liability  for  bargains  or  contracts 
made  by  her  in  respect  to  her  separate  property,  or  which  is 
made  '^  in  and  about  the  carrying  on  of  any  trade  or  business 
under  any  stcttiUe  of  this  S^ate.^^  This  latter  provision,  as  I 
have  before  said,  indicates  very  clearly,  that  the  authority  to 
carry  on  any  trade  or  business  conferred  by  the  preceding 
second  section  of  the  same  act,  means  a  trade  or  business 
carried  on  by  her  in  this  State,  and  not  in  States  or  countries 
where  she  is  precluded,  by  reason  of  her  coverture,  from  bind- 
ing herself  by  contract,  and  that  the  whole  of  this  legislation 
was  intended  only  for  the  benefit  of  married  women  in  this 
State  who  were  residents  here  when  these  enabling  statutes 
were  passed,  or  who  might  afterwards  become  residents  within 
our  territorial  limits. 

This  construction  is  a  very  simple  one,  and  is  easily  carried 
out.  The  contract  of  a  married  woman  domiciled  here,  made 
in  a  case  authorized  by  our  laws,  would  be  upheld  in  States  and 
countries  where  married  women  are  precluded  by  reason  of 
their  coverture  from  entering  into  contracts,  unless  there  is 
some  positive  municipal  regulation  to  the  contrary,  the  validity 
of  a  contract,  or  the  capacity  of  a  person  to  make  it,  depending 
upon  the  laws  of  the  place  where  it  is  made.  If  valid  there,  it 
is,  by  the  general  law  of  nations,  held  valid  everywhere  (Story 
on  Conflict  of  Law,  §  64 ;  2  Kent's  Com.,  457,  458,  469,  §  89). 

But  to  hold,  as  a  consequence  of  our  enabling  statute,  so  that 
married  women  domiciled  in  States  and  countries  where  they 
are  incapable  of  contracting,  may  carry  on  business  here,  or 
make  contracts  which  will  be  enforced  in  this  State,  would  give 
rise  to  infinite  difficulties. 

Chancellor  Kent,  in  noticing  the  exception  to  the  general 
rule  of  the  lex  loci,  that  a  contract  made  under  our  government 
and  to  be  performed  under  another,  is  to  be  governed  by  the 
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law  of  the  couDtry  where  it  is  to  be  performed,  remarks  that 
this  exception  is  ^^  more  embarrassed  than  any  other  branch  of 
the  subject  by  distinctions  and  jarring  decisions."  DiflSculties  of 
this  character,  but  infinitely  greater  in  degree,  would  be  the  in- 
CTitable  consequence  of  holding  that  married  women  who  are 
non-residents  of  this  State  are  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  our 
enabling  statutes  and  held  to  all  the  obligations  incident  to  the 
enjoyment  of  such  benefits.  This  view  of  the  law  would  be 
decisive  of  this  case,  as  the  defendant,  when  this  contract  was 
entered  into  as  well  as  when  the  action  was  brought,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania. 

But  there  is  another  objection  to  the  recovery  of  equal  force. 
The  plaintiff's  counsel  assumes  that  the  contract  was  made  in 
this  State.  In  this  I  think  he  is  mistaken.  The  plaintiff  was  a 
resident  here,  and  the  negotiation  for  the  engagement  was 
begun  here,  but  the  contract  in  fact  was  made  in  Philadelphia. 
Where  n^otiations  for  a  contract  are  carried  on  between  two 
parties  living  in  different  States,  as  in  this  case,  partly  by  the 
interchange  of  letters  and  partly  by  the  oral  communications 
of  an  agent  of  one  of  the  parties,  the  contract  is  made  in  the 
State  or  place  where  it  first  took  effect  so  as  to  become  of  bind- 
ing obligation  upon  both  parties.  Now,  it  appears  from  the 
letters  that  were  interchanged,  that  the  engagement  of  the  plain- 
tiff depended  upon  the  result  of  what  the  defendant  calls  in  her 
letter,  a  "  trial  performance  to  test ; "  in  the  language  of  the 
defendant,  ^^  the  plaintiff's  capabilities  as  a  prmia  donrha  in  the 
troop."  If  the  plaintiff  did  not  faD,  to  pursue  the  language  of 
this  letter,  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  and  the  press,  she 
was  assured  of  her  engagement.  The  letters  of  the  plaintiff's 
father  further  show  that  she  went  on  to  Philadelphia  with  this 
understanding,  the  language  of  his  letter  of  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1867,  being,  "  My  daughter  has  no  objection  to  the  terms 
you  offer."  A  night  was  fixed  for  her  debut  in  that  city,  in  a 
character  selected  for  her  by  the  defendant,  and,  as  appears  by 
the  letter  of  the  defendant's  agent,  her  salary  was  to  commence 
on  her  arrival  in  Philadelphia. 

The  defendant  knew  of  the  plaintiff  as  a  singer  only  by 
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reputation.  She  had  never  heard  her,  and  hence  this  condition, 
that  her  capabilities  should  be  tested  by  a  trial  performance. 

K  in  this  trial  she  failed  in  the  estimation  of  the  public  and 
the  press,  the  defendant  was  not  bound  to  engage  her.  If  she 
succeeded,  then  the  contract  took  effect,  and  she  was  engaged 
as  a  member  of  the  troupe  for  the  residue  of  the  operatic  season. 
This  is  a  matter  in  respect  to  which  there  was  no  conflict  what- 
ever in  the  evidence,  and  as  there  was  to  be  no  engagement  un- 
less the  trial  proved  successful,  none  was  entered  into  until  the 
trial  took  place.  The  defendant  was  not  altogether  satisfied 
with  the  result  of  it ;  but  assuming  that  the  plaintiff  and  her 
father  are  right,  and  that  she  did  not  fail  in  the  estimation  of  the 
public  and  the  press,  and  that  upon  the  occasion  she  fully  came 
up  to  the  test  which  the  defendant  required,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant, if  competent  to  contract,  was  bound  thereafter  to  employ 
her  for  thef  residue  of  the  theatrical  season,  and  pay  her  the 
stipulated  reward  of  $50  per  week,  then  that  obligation^  if  any, 
arose  in  Philadelphia,  where  all  the  parties  then  were,  on  the 
28th  November,  1867,  the  day  of  the  trial  performance.  If  I 
am  correct  in  this  conclusion,  then  no  contract  was  made  in 
New  York. 

If  the  defendant  had  been  under  no  disability  as  a  married 
woman,  and  was  competent  to  contract,  her  obligation  to  en- 
gage the  plaintiff  and  to  pay  her  the  stipulated  salary,  would 
have  taken  effect  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  and  not  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the  con- 
tract, or  rather  her  legal  capacity  to  make  it,  would  depend  not 
upon  the  law  of  New  York  but  of  Pennsylvania^ 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  the  validity  of  a  contract  is  to  be 
decided  by  the  law  of  the  place  where  it  is  made,  unless  it  is  to 
be  performed  at  another  place,  the  doctrine  of  the  common  law 
being  that  the  lex  loci  oontraotua  is  to  govern,'  a  rule  that  ex- 
tends to  and  embraces  the  capacity  of  persons  to  contract. 
(Story  on  Conflict  of  Laws,  §§  241,  242  ;  Thompson  v.  Ketchumj 
8  Johns.  189  ;  Hohinson  v.  JSla^id^  2  Burr.  1077.) 

The  contract  in  this  case  was  not  only  made  in  Philadelphia, 
but  the  performance  of  it  was  to  begin  at  that  place,  and  to  be 
continued  at  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.    It  maybe 
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inferred  that  it  was  the  understandings  from  the  nature  of  such 
an  engagement,  that  the  plaintiff  was  to  perform  in  this  city  if 
the  defendant  brought  her  troupe  here,  and  it  appears  that  the 
troupe  did  come  here,  after  they  had  been  in  Boston,  and  there 
is  some  evidence  to  show  that  they  performed  here  during  that 
season,  but  it  is  not  very  material,  as  the  plaintiff's  recovery 
was  for  services  rendered  whilst  she  was  in  Boston. 

The  contract  was  made  in  Philadelphia,  the  performance  of 
it  commenced  there  and  was  continued  in  Massachusetts,  and 
in  neither  of  these  States,  we  must  presume,  is  such  a  contract 
of  any  validity. 

It  is  a  broad  principle,  qualified  by  some  few  exceptions, 
that  a  contract  void  in  its  exception  at  the  place  where  it  is 
made,  cannot  be  enforced  in  the  tribunals  of  another  State  or 
country.  (Story  on  Conflict  of  Laws,  §§  64, 241, 242,  243.)  "  If 
a  married  woman,"  says  Story  (§  64),  is  disabled  by  the  law  of 
her  domicil  from  entering  into  a  contract,  the  transaction  will 
be  held  invalid  and  a  nullity  in  every  other  country ; "  and  the 
defendant  being  incapable,  as  we  must  presume,  by  the  law  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  place  of  her  domicil,  from  entering  into  such 
a  contract,  it  cannot  be  enforced  against  her  here,  so  that  upon 
both  grounds,  (1)  That  the  defendant  was  and  is  a  non-resident  of 
this  State,  and  therefore  not  within  the  operation  of  our  enabling 
statutes ;  and  (2)  That  the  contract  was  nugatory  and  void  in 
the  State  where  it  was  entered  into,  this  judgment  should  be 
reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Edwabd  N.  Abnold  t^.  John  M.  Robertson. 

Where  a  lender  of  money  employed  the  borrower's  attorney  to  search  the  records 
for  incumbrances  on  the  property  proposed  to  be  mortgaged  as  a  secmrity  for 
the  loan,  and  the  attorney  having  reported  the  property  unincumbered,  took 
the  mortgage  for  the  purpose  of  filing  the  same ;  hdd,  in  an  action  by  the 
lender  against  the  attorney  for  negligence  in  delaying  to  file  the  mortgage 
until  after  a  subsequent  mortgage  had  been  filed,  that  the  jury  were  war- 
ranted in  finding  the  relation  of  attorney  and  client  to  exist  between  the  parties, 
notwithstanding  the  fiact  that  the  fee  of  the  attorney  and  the  expenses  of  filing 
the  mortgage  were  paid  by  the  borrower. 

jffeld  further,  that  it  appearing  that  the  subsequent  mortgage  had,  since  its  filing, 
been  paid  and  its  lien  discharged,  and  also  that  the  plaintiff,  without  being 
influenced  by  any  knowledge  or  suspicion  that  such  subsequent  mortgage  had 
ever  been  a  prior  lien,  and  without  any  agency  or  intervention  of  the  defend- 
ant^ had  satisfied  the  obligation  secured  by  the  mortgage  to  him, — ^the  plaintiff 
was  entitled  to  recover  only  nominal  damages. 

JBeld  further,  that  in  such  a  case,  it  was  error  for  the  conrt  to  allow  the  jury  to 
consider  the  question  of  defendant's  fraud  in  inducing  the  plaintiff  to  acknowl- 
edge satisfaction  of  the  mortgage,  and  a  verdict  founded  on  evidence  of  each 
fraud  will  not  be  upheld. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  d.  judgment  entered  on  a 
verdict  at  trial  term. 

This  action  was  bronght  to  recover  damages  for  negligence 
of  the  defendant,  an  attorney  at  law. 

The  complaint  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  employed  the  de- 
fendant, as  an  attorney,  to  examine  the  title  of  one  Patterson 
to  certain  personal  property,  upon  which  plaintiff  was  about  to 
loan  certain  shares  of  stock  of  the  value  of  $5,000 ;  that  defend- 
ant assured  the  plaintiff  he  could  safely  make  such  loan,  he 
having  examined  the  title ;  that  the  defendant  drew  the  bond 
and  mortgage  which  were  executed  November  22d,  1864,  and 
the  mortgage  left  with  defendant  to  be  filed  and  recorded; 
that  the  defendant  did  not  so  do,  but  so  negligently  and 
unskillfully  conducted  himpelf  in  the  course  of  his  employment 
as  such  attorney,  that  he  failed  to  record  said  mortgage  until 
December  23d,  1864: ;  and  that  in  the  meantime,  on  December 
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15th,  1864,  a  mortgage  for  $11,000,  executed  by  said  Patterson 
to  one  Hntchings,  and  covering  the  same  chattels,  was  duly 
filed,  and  thereby  became  and  was  a  prior  and  superior  lien 
over  the  mortgage  to  the  plaintifi^  and  that  the  bond  and  mort- 
gage to  the  plaintiff  thereupon  became  wholly  worthless. 

The  answer  admitted  that  the  defendant  was  an  attorney, 
and  denied  generally  all  the  allegations  of  the  complaint, 
and  alleged  that  the  plaintiff's  mortgage  had  been  on  May  22d, 
1865,  didy  satisfied  of  record  by  the  plaintiff;  that  the  mort- 
gage to  Hutchings  covered  other  property  besides  that  mort- 
gaged to  the  plaintiff,  and  more  than  sufiicient  in  value  to  pay 
both  of  said  mortgages,  and  that  the  mortgage  to  Hutchings 
was  on  April  11th,  1866,  duly  paid  and  cancelled  of  record, 
Mid  that  no  part  of  the  property  covered  by  either  of  said 
mortgages  was  ever  taken  possession  of,  removed,  sold,  or 
claimed  by  either  of  the  said  mortgagees,  and  the  stock  loaned  to 
FatteH^on  was  at  the  time  the  same  was  to  be  returned,  and 
still  18  utterly  worthless,  and  that  the  said  Patterson  offered  to 
return  the  same  number  of  shares  of  said  stock  to  the  plaintiff 
before  the  same  was  due. 

Upon  the  trial  the  defendant  swore  that  he  was  never  em- 
ployed by  the  plaintiff,  but  acted  for  the  mortgagor,  and 
received  the  mortgage  from  the  latter,  who  had  retained  it  to 
affix  the  schedule,  and  on  the  day  that  he  received  it,  it  was 
recorded.  In  this  he  was  corroborated  by  the  mortgagor. 
The  plaintiff  sought  to  show  that  the  defendant,  in  collusion 
with  the  mortgagor,  had  procured  a  satisfaction  of  the  mort- 
gage from  the  plaintiff,  and  that  the  plaintiff  only  received  in 
consideration  of  such  satisfaction  the  note  of  the  mortgagor  for 
$2,600  and  certain  promises  ;  that  the  note  was  worthless,  and 
the  promises  fraudulent. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  from  the 
judgment  thereon  the  defendant  appealed. 

Stephen  B.  Brogue  d:  iMther  R.  Marshy  for  appellant. 

L  The  motion  for  a  non-suit,  at  the  close  of  the  plaintiff's 
proof,  should  have  been  granted. 
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It  appears,  not  only  by  the  complaint,  but  also  by  the  evi- 
dence of  the  plaintiff,  that  the  whole  claim  and  ground  of 
grievance  is,  that  the  defendant  did  not  file  the  plaintiff's  mort- 
gage, till  after  the  subsequent  Hutchings'  mortgage  was  filed ; 
which  thereby  became  a  lien  prior  to  the  mortgage  of  the 
plaintiff's.  On  the  most  favorable  construction  of  the  plaintiff's 
evidence,  there  Was  no  undertaking  of  the  defendant,  nor  any 
employment  of  him  by  the  plaintiff  to  file  the  mortgage.  But 
even  if  there  were  evidence  tending  to  show  an  employment 
by  the  plaintiff  of  the  defendant  to  file  the  mortgage,  it  was 
without  consideration,  and  was  not  professional. 

II.  The  plaintiff  having  been  paid,  and  satisfied  his  mort- 
gage of  record,  cannot  maintain  this  action  against  defendant 
for  a  failure  to  file  the  mortgage. 

III.  The  only  mortgage  which  intervened  was  in  fact  paid 
prior  to  the  payment  and  satisfaction  of  the  respondent's  mort- 
gage, and  thereby  the  respondent's  mortgage  became,  an<J  was 
at  the  time  of  the  giving  of  his  satisfaction,  a  first  lien  upon  the 
property,  and  any  injury  which  might  have  resulted  from  tlie 
intervening  mortgage  was  cured. 

IV.  The  mortgage  which  intervened  embraced  other  prop- 
erty besides  that  covered  by  respondent's  mortgage,  and  more 
than  sufficient  to  pay  the  same,  and  was,  in  fact,  sold  by  Pat- 
terson for  more  than  the  amount  of  it.  This  being  the  undis- 
puted fact,  if  Hutchings  proceeded  to  the  foreclosure  of  his 
mortgage,  a  court  of  equity  would  have  restrained  him  from 
selling  the  property  covered  by  the  Arnold  mortgage,  until 
after  the  property  covered  exclusively  by  his  mortgage  had 
been  exhausted. 

This  is  the  well-established  rule  in  regard  to  real  estate. 
{Sked  V.  SpralceTj  8  Paige,  182 ;  Govemeur  v.  LyncK^  2  li. 
300 ;  Eathbone  v.  Cla/rTce,  9  Id.  648 ;  Schrt/ver  v.  TeUer^  9  Id. 
173;  Grafts  v.  AspinwaU,  2  N.  Y.  289.) 

V.  At  the  time  of  the  giving  of  the  satisfaction  piece,  Pat- 
terson was  in  the  possession  of  all  the  property,  and  conceding 
a  then  existing  injury  for  not  having  filed  the  mortgage  in 
time,  the  measure  of  damage  at  that  time  would  not  have  been 
the  amount  of  the  mortgage,  but  the  difference  between  it  and 
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the  valae  of  the  property  over  the  intervening  mortgage.  If 
there  was  any  neglect  in  the  filing  of  tlie  mortgage,  the  appel- 
lant had  the  right  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  respond- 
ent in  respect  to  it,  but  by  the  satisfaction  of  it,  the  appellant 
was  deprived  of  all  benefit  of  it. 

VI.  The  respondent. having  brought  this  action  to  recover 
damages  for  not  filing  a  chattel  mortgage,  is  confined  to  that 
cause  of  action,  and  cannot  recover  in  the  same  action  for 
deceit  or  fraud  in  procuring  a  satisfaction  of  two  mortgages  or 
for  a  concealment  of  the  fact  of  payment  of  the  intervening 
mortgage.  A  party  must  recover  according  to  the  case  made 
by  his  complaint,  or  not  at  all.  Secundum  allegata  as  well  as 
probata.  {Rome  Mooh.  Ek.  v.  Eames^  1  Keyes,  588 ;  Ryder  v. 
Jenny ^  2  5obt.  56;  Boa/rdmmh  v.  Davidson^  7  Abbott  Pr.  N. 
S.  439.)  In  order  to  maintain  a  claim  for  special  damages, 
they  must  be  the  legal  and  natural  consequences  arising  from 
the  tort,  proceeding  exclusively  from  that  act,  and  not  from 
the  wrongful  act  of  a  third  party,  remotely  induced  thereby. 
(1  Saund.  Ps.  &  Ev.  344 ;  Grain  v.  Petrie,  6  Hill,  522 ;  Jansm 
V.  Ball^  6  Cow.  628 ;  Bridge  v.  Maeon^  45  Barb.  37.) 

The  relation  of  attorney  and  client  is  created  by  contract, 
and,  like  all  other  contracts,  must  be  founded  on  a  considera- 
tion. (1  Parsons  on  Contracts,  115  ;  Brady  v.  Mayor  dkc.j  1 
Sandf.  569.) 

VII.  The  mortgage  was  not  in  a  condition  to  be  filed  until 
after  the  government  stamps  were  put  on  and  duly  canceled 
according  to  the  act  of  Congress. 

George  W.  Wingate,  for  respondent. 

L  This  case  was  submitted  by  the  court  to  the  jury  upon 
the  question  of  the  credibility  of  the  respective  parties  in  the 
action,  and  the  verdict  of  the  jury  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff 
established  the  truth  of  the  plaintiff's  version,  and  it  should 
not  be  interfered  with  on  appeal.  {Forward  v.  Harris^  30 
Barb.  338  ;  Mam.n  v.  Witbech,  17  Barb.  388 ;  Roberta  v.  Gee, 
15  Barb.  449.) 

II.  It  is  immaterial  whether  or  not  the  defendant  was 
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bound  to  tile  the  plaintiff's  mortgage.  Having-  informed  him 
that  he  had  filed  it,  and  thereby  misled  him,  he  is  liable  for  the 
injnry  caused  bj  such  false  assertion  ;  whether  he  asserted  that 
which  he  knew  to  be  false,  or  that  which  he  did  not  know  to 
be  true.  {BmneUy.  Jvdaan,  21  N.  T.  241 ;  1  Story's  Eq.,  §  193, 
and  cases  cited.) 

III.  The  defendant's  employment,  however,  bound  him  to 
perform  this  duty,  although  it  might  not  have  been  specifically 
mentioned.  A  client  is  never  required  to  specify  each  legal  step 
his  attorney  should  take  to  protect  him.  If  he  could  do  that, 
he  would  not  need  his  assistance.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the 
defendant's  employment  was  gratuitous  or  for  a  compensation. 
He  had  a  right  to  refuse  to  do  anything  until  his  disbursements, 
and,  perhaps,  his  fees,  were  secured,  but  he  was  bound  to  com* 
municate  such  refusal,  or  any  inability  to  accomplish  his  com- 
mission, to  his  client,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  protect  himself. 
{Calmder  v.  Oericks,  6  Scott,  761-767.) 

The  rule  is,  that  although  a  person  may  not  be  bound  to 
act  without  a  consideration,  yet  that  if  he  gratuitously  under- 
takes to  do  anything  in  which  his  profession  implies  skillj'hifl 
omission  of  that  skill  constitutes  gross  negligence,  and  makes 
him  liable.  And  the  receipt  of  the  thing  which  is  to  be 
carried,  or  in  regard  to  which  the  work  is  to  be  performed,  con- 
stitutes a  consideration  for  his  contract.  (JShieUs  v.  BlcuMwm^ 
1  Hen.  Blacks.  158;  Wilson  v.  Brett,  11  Mees.  &  Wels.  113; 
Cited  and  approved,  NdUon  v.  Western  R.  R.  15  N.  T.  444, 
449;  Thome  v.  Deaa^  4  Johns.  48.) 

IV.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  defendant  agreed  to  look 
to  the  mortgagor  (Patterson)  for  his  compensation.  This  is  the 
ordinary  rule  in  loans,  and  relieved  the  mortgagee  from  any 
obligation  to  pay.  A  reliance  on  the  credit  of  another  will  re- 
lieve the  employer.  [Sloan  v.  Vcm  Wyck,  47  Barb.  634; 
James  v.  Biai>y^  11  Mass.  37 ;  Judson  Y.Oray^  17  How.  Pr.  289, 
aflirmed  by  Ct.  Ap.  17  How.  Pr.  296 ;  Schemerhom  v.  Van- 
derheyden,  1  Johns.  140 ;  Lawrmce  v.  jRw?,  20  N.  T.  268 ; 
Vam,  Sohaich  v.  M  Av.  R.  R.,  38  N.  Y.  846.) 

Patterson's  promise,  even  if  gratuitous,  became  binding 
upon  him  when  accepted.  (  Wayne  <&  Ont.  Inst  v.  Smithy  86 
Barb.  576.) 
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y .  The  plaintiff  did  not  lose  his  claim  for  damages  by  satis- 
fying his  mortgage,  as  this  satisfaction  was  obtained  by  fraud, 
and«  therefore,  void. 

He  signed  it  in  ignorance  of  the  defendant's  fraud,  and 
under  the  belief,  inspired  by  his  representations,  that  his 
(plaintiff's)  mortgage  was  worthless,  and  that  his  only  chance 
of  getting  anything  was  in  keeping  on  good  terms  with  Patter- 
son, whereas,  in  fact,  the  Hntchings'  mortgage  had  been  paid 
(although  not  satisfied  of  record),  and  Patterson,  by  concealing 
the  fact,  induced  him  to  cancel  as  worthless  what  was  really  a 
valuable  security. 

This  was  a  fraud,  which  rendered  the  transaction  void.  The 
role  is,  that  if  there  has  been  intentional  concealment  or  sup- 
pression of  material  facts  in  cases  where  both  parties  have  not 
equal  access  to  the  means  of  information,  it  will  be  deemed 
unfEiir  dealing,  and  will  vitiate  and  avoid  the  contract.  (2 
Kent's  Com.  4«2,  approved,  1  Sandf.  Oh.  344;  see  2  Black's 
Com.  451 ;  Drmrmumd  v.  Tracy^  6  Jur.  N.  S.  369 ;  Bench  v. 
Shddm,  14  Barb.  66,  72 ;  22  Barb.  664 ;  1  Story's  Eq.  Juris. 
§§  208  to  212.) 

Therefore,  not  removing  a  delusion  into  which  the  vendor 
knew  the  purchaser  had  fallen,  is  equivalent  to  an  express 
misrepresentation.  {Kecntes  v.  Cadogcm^  2  £ng.  L.  and  £.  318  ; 
EiU  V.  GVoy,  1  Starkie,  484.) 

VI.  The  plaiotiff  was  not  bound  to  resort  to  equity  to 
compel  Hutchings  to  elect  between  the  goods  at  the  stable  and 
those  at  the  hotel,  even  if  he  had  the  legal  right  to  do  so.  The 
plaintiff  was  only  bound  as  against  the  defendant  to  take  such 
steps  to  protect  himself  as  he  could  do  at  a  trifling  expense  or 
with  reasonable  exertions.  {Miller  v.  J^ariner^a  Ohwrch^  7 
Greenl.  61 ;  Heaney  v.  Heeney^  2  Denio,  625.) 

Vil.  Default  having  been  made  in  the  payment  of  the 
mortgage  to  Hutchings,  the  title  to  the  mortgaged  property 
had  vested  absolutely  in  the  mortgagor,  even  if  he  had  not 
reduced  it  to  possession.    {HuUen  v.  WdUer^  34  How.  386 
Brawn  v.  Bementj  8  Johns.  76 ;  Acldey  v.  Fmchy  7  Cow.  290 
Langdm  v.  Bud,  9  Wend.  80 ;  PatcUn  v.  Pierce^  12  Wend.  61 
Cham^plm  v.  Johman,  89  Barb.  606.) 
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Yin.  The  ruling  of  the  court  in  regard  to  allowing  the 
plaintiff  to  explain  the  manner  in  which  the  satisfaction  of  his 
mortgage  had  been  obtained,  was  mere  matter  of  discretion. 
{EarpeU  v.  Curtis^  1  E.  D.  Smith,  Y8 ;  PecJdiam  v.  Leary^  6 
Duer,  494 ;  Burger  v.  White^  2  Bosw.  92 ;  Anthony  v.  SmiOi^ 
4  Id.  603.) 

The  satisfaction  was  only  proven  incidentally  by  an  indorse- 
ment on  the  mortgage  offered  in  evidence,  which  indorsement 
had  not  been  noticed  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel. 

By  the  Court.* — ^Robinson,  J. — This  is  an  action  against 
an  attorney  for  neglect  of  professional  duty. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  plaintiff,  in  November,  1864, 
retained  and  employed  the  defendant  to  act  for  him  in  examin- 
ing the  title  of  one  Charles  G.  Patterson  to  certain  articles  of 
personal  property,  upon  which  the  plaintiff  was  about  loaning 
him  6,000  shares  of  mining  stock ;  to  ascertain  if  there  were 
any  prior  mortgages  or  encumbrances,  and  to  draw,  procure  to 
be  executed  and  filed,  and  recorded  with  the  register  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  a  good  and  sufficient  bond  and  mortgage 
thereon  to  secure  such  loan,  and  that  defendant,  for  compensation 
to  be  paid  him,  undertook  such  employment ;  that  the  defendant 
reported  the  security  sufficient  and  the  plaintiff  made  the  loan; 
that  the  defendant  drew  the  bond  and  mortgage  and  procured 
the  same  to  be  executed  by  Patterson  on  the  22d  of  November, 
1864,  and  promised  and  agreed  to  immediately  file  and  record 
it,  so  as  to  render  it  effectual  against  subsequent  incumbrances, 
and  that  he  thereby  induced  the  plaintiff  to  leave  the  mortgage 
with  him  for  that  purpose ;  that  the  defendant  neglected  to  file 
the  mortgage  until  the  23d  day  of  December,  1864,  by  reason 
of  which  neglect  another  chattel  mortgage  upon  the  same  prop- 
erty, dated  December  14, 1864,  executed  by  Patterson  to  one 
Hutchings,  to  secure  $11,000,  was  filed  and  became  a  prior 
lien,  whereby  the  plaintiff's  mortgage  had  become  worthless 
and  he  had  sustained  damages  to  the  amount  of  $6,000. 

These  allegations  were  denied  by  the  answer,  which  also  set 

*  Present — ^Robinson,  Loew,  and  Larremore,  JJ. 
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up  that  the  plaintiff's  mortgage  had  been  frilly  paid  and  satis- 
fied ;  that  the  Hatchings  mortgage  covered  other  property  and 
more  than  sufficient  to  pay  both  mortgages,  and  that  the 
Hatchings  mortgage  was  paid  and  satisfied  on  or  before  April 
11, 1866. 

The  cause  was  tried  before  Chief  Justice  Daly  and  a  jury, 
and  a  verdict  rendered  against  the  defendant  for  $3,258,  which 
was  the  estimated  value  of  the  mining  stock  loaned  to  Patter- 
son. 

The  testimony  of  the  plaintiff  in  support  of  his  case  war- 
ranted the  jury  (if  they  gave  it  credit  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
contradictory  evidence  offered  on  the  part  of  the  defendant),  in 
finding  that,  at  his  request,  the  defendant,  who  was  known  to 
him  to  have  acted  as  Patterson's  lawyer,  undertook  to  search  the 
records  for  prior  incumbrances,  to  draw  the  bond  and  mortgage 
and  to  act  in  the  matter  for  plaintiff's  ^^  protection,"  and  that 
after  the  bond  and  mortgage  were  signed,  defendant  asked  for 
money  for  the  revenue  stamp  and  Patterson  gave  him  money 
to  purchase  it ;  that  defendant  then  asked  for  the  fees  for  filing 
and  plaintiff  refused  to  pay  any,  saying:-  "  it  was  a  simple  mat- 
ter of  accomodation  to  Patterson  and  that  he  ought  not  to  be 
put  to  any  expense ; "  that  Patterson  then  Said  to  defendant, 
**  all  right,  John,  I  will  pay  it,"  that  defendant  then  took  the 
bond  and  mortgage  away  with  him ;  that  the  next  day  plaintiff 
asked  him  for  the  bond  and  mortgage  and  defendant  gave  him 
the  bond  and  said  the  mortgage  was  on  record,  that  it  had  been 
left  at  the  register's  office ;  that  he  never  paid  or  agreed  to  pay 
defendant  any  money. 

Upon  these  facts,  as  testified  to  by  plaintiff,  the  jury  were 
justified  in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  defendant,  with 
consent  of  Patterson,  undertook  to  act  for  plaintiff  in  the  man- 
ner charged  in  the  complaint. 

It  however  appeared  without  question  or  contradiction : 

1st.  That  the  Hutchings  mortgage  was  paid  March  29, 
1865. 

2d.  That  plaintiff,  on  some  previous  occasion  and  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  defendant,  had  received  from  Patterson 
bis  note,  dated  March  Slst,  1865,  for  $2,600  (the  amonnt  the 
Vot.  ni.— 20 
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mining  stock  originally  cost,)  in  payment  of  the  mortgage  and 
sabseqnently,  on  the  1st  of  Apri],  1865,  executed  and  acknowl- 
edged satisfaction. 

j3d.  That  plaintiff  made  this  acknowledgment  of  satigfiLC- 
tion  of  his  mortgage  without  being  influenced  by  any  conaider- 
tion  as  to  the  Hutchings  mortgage  being  a  prior  lien  to  his 
own,  as  he  never  became  aware  of  its  having  been  filed  prior  to 
his  until  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  1867. 

Some  testimony  was  admitted  tending  to  show  that  this 
subsequent  acknowledgment  of  a  satisfaction  piece  was  given 
upon  or  in  consequence  of  defendant's  advice  to  plaintiff  to  gke 
a  satisfaction  piece  for  the  mortgage  and  keep  on  good  tenm 
with  Patterson^  and  on  his  assertion  that  Patterson  would  pay 
him. 

Question  as  to  the  giving  of  the  satisfaction  piece  arose  be- 
tween the  parties  from  the  fact  thut  a  Mr.  Qraydon,  a  judgment 
creditor  of  Patterson  for  about  $7,000,  had  levied  upon  the 
property,  and  it  was  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff;  that  Graydon 
looked  upon  both  mortgages  as  bogus,  and  made  to  cover  np 
Patterson's  property. 

On  cross-examination  plaintiff  withdrew  these  assertions  as  , 
to  the  defendant  having  made  any  such  suggestion,  ^but  saya: 
^Mr.  Patterson  was  seated  at  the  desk,  writing,  and  Mr.  Bob- 
crtson  (defendant)  whispered  something  in  his  ear,  and  he  (Pat- 
terson) turns  immediately  to  me  and  said,  *  Arnold,  I  wish  yon 
to  make  a  satisfaction  piece  of  that  mortgage  that  yon  prom- 
ised to,"  and  then  stated  that  all  defendant  had  said,  when 
wanting  him  to  give  the  satisfaction  piece,  was  that  if  he 
(plaintiff)  foreclosed  that  mortgage  h6  wonld  have  to  replevin 
the  goods,  and  that  he  would  be  put  to  great  expense  and  would 
have  to  give  bonds  for  the  previous  mortgage  and  there  would 
be  nothing  left  to  satisfy  him. 

Upon  these  facts  a  motion  was  made  to  dismiss  the  com- 
plaint which  was  denied  and  defendant  excepted.  This  decision 
in  strictness,  was  justified,  as  the  testimony  tended  to  establish 
a  breach  of  duty,  for  which  at  least  nominal  damages  were 
recoverable. 

The  verdict  found  by  the  jury  was  manifestly  for  $2,500 
and  interest  from  Jannary  23d,  1865. 
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AcceptiDg  the  fact  as  proved  by  or  on  the  part  of  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  conceded  facts  as  to  the  settlement  and  satisfaction 
of  both  the  plaintiff's  and  Hntching's  mortgages,  as  above 
stated,  as  to  which  there  was  no  question,  the  verdict  cannot  be 
sustained. 

1st.  No  substantial  injury  whatever  appears  to  have  resulted 
fix)m  defendant's,  alleged  omission  to  file  the  plaintiff's  mort- 
gage until  the  23d  of  December,  for  although  the  Hutchings 
mortgage  intervened  and  injury  might  possibly  have  thereby 
happened,  none  such  ensued  as  that  mortgage  was  paid  Mardli 
29th,  1865,  prior  to  any  attempt  of  the  plaintiff  to  foreclose  his 
mortgage,  and  its  lien  had  become  perfect  as  a  first  mortgage. 

2d.  The  plaintiff,  on  the  31st  of  March,  1866,  without 
being  influenced  by  any  knowledge  or  suspicion  that  the  Hutch- 
ings mortgage  (then  satisfied)  had  ever  been  a  prior  lien  to  his, 
and  without  any  agency  or  intervention  of  the  defendant,  had 
accepted  the  note  or  absolute  promise  of  Patterson  for  $2,600  in 
satisfaction  of  the  obligation  secured  by  the  mortgage  to  return 
the  5,000  shares  of  mining  stock,  and  had  never  attempted  to 
rescind  that  transaction. 

Notwithstanding  this  state  of  facts,  the  issue  or  considera- 
tion which  appears  to  have  been  presented  and  made  the  sub- 
ject of  decision  by  the  jury  was  whether  this  formal  acknowl- 
edgment of  satisfaction  of  the  mortgage  was  fraudulently 
influenced  by  the  defendant's  advice  and  his  whispering  of 
some  suggestions  to  Patterson  in  reference  (as  was  affirmed),  to 
the  subject  under  consideration. 

The  true  and  only  issue  presented  by  the  pleadings  was  his 
breach  of  obligation  to  file  the  mortgage  and  the  damages 
legally  resulting  from  any  neglect  to  do  so.  Yet  the  case,  as 
presented  to  the  jury,  assumed  to  try  the  question  of  his  fraud 
in  advising  the  giving  of  the  satisfaction  piece  of  the  mortgage 
after  a  full  settlement  of  the  mortgage  debt  between  plaintiff 
and  Patterson,  in  which  defendant  was  not  shown  to  have  had 
any  agency,  and  in  presenting  for  the  consideration  of  the  jury 
his  responsibility  for  some  fraud  or  breach  of  promise  of  Patter- 
son in  failing  to  pay  his  note  for  $2,600  in  such  collateral  man- 
ner as  he  had  engaged  when  he  gave  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


308  OOUET    OF    COMMON   PLEAS. 

Arnold  ▼.  Robertson. 

A  perusal  of  the  case  cannot  fail  to  show  that,  under  the 
allied  breach  of  defendant's  duty  to  file  the  chattel  mortgage, 
he  has  been  made  responsible  upon  entirely  different  considera- 
tions. 

Plaintiff  did  not  attempt  to  show  any  participation  of  the 
defendant  in  the  settlement  upon  which  the  $2,600  note  was 
given,  nor  anyJegal  evidence  of  facts  warranting  any  inference 
that  defendant  had  in  any  manner  induced  him  to  accept  it. 

The  case  disclosed  no  substantial  injury  to  have  resulted 
from  defendant's  alleged  omission  to  file  plaintiff's  mortgage 
and  warranted  no  other  verdict  than  for  mere  nominal  dam- 
ageSy  and  the  judge  erred  in  neglecting  so  to  charge. 

Under  the  mere  allegation  of  defendant's  breach  of  duty  in 
neglecting  to  file  the  mortgage,  he  has  evidently  been  held 
responsible  for  a  firaud  in  inducing  the  plaintiff  to  acknowledge 
satisfaction  of  the  mortgage,  which  was  foreign  to  the  case  pre- 
sented by  the  pleadings  and  for  damages  which  could  not  pos- 
sibly have  resulted  from  the  acts  complained  of. 

The  several  exceptions  were  well  taken  and  the  verdict 
having  evidently  been  given  upon  some  prejudice  or  mistake 
as  to  the  rule  of  damages  which  ought  to  have  governed,  ought 
not  to  be  upheld. 

The  judgment  should  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  granted 
with  costs  to  abide  the  event. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Amoby  Leland  and  Others  v.  Michael  Smith  and  Othees. 

FouK  otheb  AcnoNs  between  same  pasties,  and  William  S, 
Dabling  v.  Michael  Smith  and  Othebs. 

The  Marine  Court  has  no  power  to  refer  the  issneB  in  a  cause,  unless  the  trial-wiU 
require  the  examination  of  a  long  account.  Hence,  a  reference  ordered  in  an 
action  where  the  sole  issue  was  fraud,  is  an  irregularity,  and  renders  void  sub- 
sequent proceedings  in  the  action. 

The  court  cannot  deprive  a  party  of  his  statutory  right  of  a  fall  notice  of  trial, 
unless  it  is  waived  or  unless  conditions  are  imposed  on  him  on  granting  him  a 
&Yor. 

The  general  term  of  the  Marine  Court  may  review,  on  appeal,  any  intermediate 
order  made  in  the  action,  involving  the  merits  and  necessarily  affecting  the 
judgment. 

This  court  wiU,  on  motion,  set  aside  an  execution  issued  out  of  this  court,  on  an 
irregular  and  void  judgment  of  the  Marine  Court,  a  transcript  of  which  has 
been  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  office.  And  will  do  this  on  a  motion  to  vacate 
the  judgment,  and  for  other  relief,  Ac. 

Where  a  judgment  creditor's  attorney,  notwithstanding  a  pending  stay  of  pro- 
ceedings on  the  execution,  procures  from  the  sheriff  the  proceeds  of  a  levy  made 
under  it,  the  court Vill,  on  motion,  order  such  proceeds  to  be  returned  to  an 
officer  of  the  court,  to  abide  its  fiirther  order. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  is,  as  to  all  appealable  questions,  from  the  Marine 
Court,  the  court  of  final  resort  (except  when  it  allows  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals),  and  its  orders  are  conclusive. 

Proceedings  as  for  a  contempt  to  enforce  a  civil  remedy,  adjudged  against  the 
plaintiffs  and  their  attorney  in  an  action,  is  a  proceeding  in  the  action. 

It  is  no  answer  to  a  motion  to  punish  a  party  as  for  a  contempt  for  disobedience  of 
an  order  that  an  appeal  has  been  taken  from  the  order  and  an  undertaking 
filed. 

A  MOTION  to  vacate  judgments  rendered  in  the  Marine 
Conrt,  &c.,  &c. 

Five  of  these  actions  were  for  goods  sold  and  delivered,  and 
the  sixth  was  npon  a  promissory  note.  The  complaints  in  the 
first  five  actions  alleged  the  delivery  of  certain  goods  to  the 
defendants,  for  which  the  latter  promised  to  pay.    "  That  the 
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defendants  at  the  time  of  procuring  such  goods  were  insolvent, 
and  procured  said  goods  with  the  intent  not  to  pay  for  the 
same,  and  to  cheat  and  defraud  the  plaintiffs  thereof,  and  have, 
wrongfully  and  fraudulently  converted  said  goods  to  their  own 
use,"  and  demands  judgment  for  the  value  of  the  goods.  The 
defendants'  answers  admitted  the  purchase  of  the  goods  upon  a 
credit  of  four  months,  which  had  not  expired  at  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  actions,  and  denied  all  the  allegations  of 
fraud,  &Q.  Tlie  defendants'  answer  in  the  action  on  the  prom- 
issory note  denied  the  making,  indorsement,  and  delivery  of  the 
note,  or  that  they  were  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  that  action 
in  any  sum  whatever.  The  plaintiff  obtained  summons  on 
July  13th,  1870,  in  the  Marine  Court,  returnable  on  July  18th, 
and  on  the  return  day,  issue  was  joined  in  the  six  actions,  and 
immediately  thereupon  the  plaintiff's  attorney  moved  orally 
before  a  judge  of  the  Marine  Court  for  an  order  of  reference  to 
hear  and  determine  the  actions. 

The  motion  was  granted,  the  order  directing  the  reference  to 
proceed  on  one  day's  notice.  The  hearing  before  the  referee  was 
noticed  for  July  20th,  at  nine  o'clock,  a.  m.  Before  that  hour, 
the  defendants  obtained  from  a  judge  of  the  Marine  Court  an 
order  to  show  cause  why  the  motion  for  a  reference  should  not 
be  reargued,  all  proceedings  in  the  meantime  to  be  stayed. 
On  the  same  day  the  plaintiffs'  attorney  obtained  an  order 
from  another  judge  of  that  court,  ex-parte,  vacating  the  order  to 
show  cause  and  stay,  and  directing  the  references  to  proceed 
before  the  referee  on  the  next  day,  at  nine  o'clock  a.  m.  This 
last  order  was  not  served  on  the  defendants'  attorneys  till  about 
nine  a.  m.  on  the  following  day.  The  defendants'  attorney  not  ap- 
pearing before  the  referee  at  that  hour,  the  referee  granted  judg- 
ment by  default.  During  the  day  transcripts  were  filed  in  the 
county  clerk's  office,  and  executions  issued  to  the  sheriff  on  the 
same  day.  The  defendants  obtained  from  a  judge  of  this  court 
an  order  to  show  cause  why  the  judgments  should  not  be  va- 
cated and  set  aside,  &c.,  with  a  stay  until  the  further  order  of 
this  court. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  this  motion,  the  following  decision  was 
rendered  : 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW  TOEK— OOTOBEB,   1870.  311 

Leland  y.  Smith. 

Daly,  Chief  Justice. — This  was  not  a  referable  cause,  hut 
one  in  which  the  defendants  were  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury. 
They  admitted  that  they  had  received  the  goods,  but  set  up  as  a 
defense  that  the  sale  was  upon  credit,  and  that  the  debt  was  not 
due  when  the  action  was  brought.  The  plaintiffi^  on  their  part, 
claimed  that  the  defendants  were  guilty  of  a  fraud  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  goods,  so  that  the  only  issue  was  whether  the  goods 
were  fraudulently  obtained  or  not ;  an  issue  which  tlie  defend- 
ants had  a  right  to  insist,  should  be  tried  by  a  jury,  and  which 
could  not  be  referred  without  their  consent. 

The  ordering  of  a  reference  was  not  only  erroneous,  but  the 
hearing  before  the  referee  upon  one  day's  notice  was  irregular, 
the  statute  declaring  that  the  trial  before  the  referee  may  be 
brought  on  upon  not  less  than  two  or  more  .than  four  days' 
notice.     (Laws  of  1866,  ch.  436.) 

Not  only  was  the  trial  before  the  referee  irregular  and  void, 
but  it  is  even  doubtful  if  the  judgment  was  not  entered  while 
an  order  to  stay  proceedings  was  pending,  the  affidavits  being 
conflicting  as  to  whether  the  order  to  vacate  the  stay  of  pro- 
ceedings was  served  before  the  judgment  was  entered  up 
or  not. 

The  ordering  of  a  reference  in  a  case  which  was  not  refer- 
able, was  an  error  which  could  be  reviewed  in  the  Marine 
Courf  only  upon  an  appeal  from  the  judgment. 

But  the  bringing  of  a  cause  to  a  hearing  before  a  referee 
without  the  notice  to  the  defendants,  which  the  law  requires, 
was  an  irregularity,  and  the  report  of  the  referee  and  all  subse- 
quent proceedings  founded  upon  it  would,  in  a  court  of  record, 
be  set  aside  as  irregular  and  void  upon  a  simple  motion. 

We  are  asked  upon  a  motion,  to  do,  in  respect  to  the  execu- 
tion (which  Iff  statute  is  to  be  enforced  in  the  same  manner  as 
and  to  be  deemed  a  judgment  of  this  court)  what  we  would  do 
if  a  judgment  was  entered  up  in  this  court,  under  like  circum- 
stances, and  set  it  aside. 

It  is  not  very  clear  what  remedy  the  defendants  would  have 
in  the  Marine  Court  for  this  irregularity. 

It  is  a  matter  which  could  probably  be  reviewed  upon  an 
appeal.    Be  that  as  it  may,  the  enforcement  of  a  judgment  of 
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the  Marine  Coart,  after  the  traoBcript  is  filed  with  the  oonntj 
clerk,  rests  excloBivelj  with  this  court.  We  haye  the  entire 
control  of  the  matter,  and  may  stay  the  execution,  or  set  it 
aside  in  cases  where  it  is  proper  to  do  so,  and  we  have  all  the 
facts  before  ns,  and  both  parties  have  been  fully  heard,  as  is 
the  case  on  this  motion. 

It  appearing  by  the  facts  that  the  reference  and  all  subse- 
quent proceedings  were  irregular  and  void,  the  execution  in 
this  court  should  be  set  aside. 

The  motion  to  that  effect  is  accordingly  granted. 

From  the  order  entered  on  this  decision,  vacating  the  exe- 
cutions and  staying  all  proceedings  on  the  judgments  until  the 
further  order  of  the  court,  the  plaintiffs  appealed  to  the  general 
term. 

Dvbois  Smithy  for  appellants. 

L  This  court  cannot,  upon  motion,  inquire  into  the  regu- 
larity of,  review,  or  set  aside  judgments  of  the  Marine  Court, 
although  a  transcript  thereof  has  been  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
county  clerk.  By  the  filing  of  the  transcripts,  such  judgments 
become  judgments  of  this  court  solely  for  the  purpose  of  en 
forcement.  This  court  cannot  entertain  a  motion  to  set^aside 
the  executions  until  an  order  has  been  made  by  the  Marine 
Court  setting  aside  the  judgments.  {McCunn  v.  Bamett^  2  E. 
D.  Smith,  421 ;  Martin  v.  The  Mayor^  20  How.  Pr.  87 ;  PeopU 
V.  Washington^  1  "Wend.  79;  Tichnar  v.  Kennedy^  4  Abb. 
Pr.  K  S.  417.) 

The  Marine  Court,  at  the  time  those  orders  of  reference 
were  made,  had  acquired  jurisdiction  of  these  actions. 

The  subject  of  the  actions  and  the  persons  of  the  defend- 
ants, by  their  appearance  and  answers,  were  within  its  juris- 
diction. If  the  court  erred  in  determining  the  mode  of  trial,  it 
was  an  irregularity  only,  and  the  remedy  therefor  was  by 
appeal  to  the  general  term  of  the  court.  The  direction  in  the 
orders  of  reference  that  the  trial  of  causes  be  proceeded  with 
on  one  day's  notice  was  merely  an  irregularity ;  it  was  commit- 
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ted  by  the  court,  consequently  the  plaintiffs  could  not  be 
prejudiced  thereby.  The  mode  of  trial  is  a  question  of  regu- 
larity, not  of  jurisdiction,  and  is  waived  by  proceeding  to  trial. 
{Dayharsh  v.  Enos,  6  N.  Y.  531 ;  McKeon  v.  See,  4  Robt.  450.) 
If  the  notice  of  hearing  is  irregular  or  insufficient,  it  must-  be 
returned  immediately.  (-3^.  Y.  Central  Ins,  Co.  v.  Kdsey,  13 
How.  Pr.  533.)  The  notice  of  hearing  is  waived  by  the  parties 
proceeding  without  objection.  {Wetter  v.  ScMieper,  7  Abb. 
Pr.  92.) 

II.  The  order  staying  proceedings  was  given  without  au- 
thority, and  was  a  nullity,  and  might  have  been  disregarded, 
no  grounds  therefor  appearing  by  affidavit.  (Code,  §  405 ;  Ellis 
V.  Van  Ness,  14  How.  Pr.  313.) 

Service  of  the  order  vacating  the  same  was,  therefore,  un- 
necessary. In  any  event,  to  operate  as  a  stay  of  the  trial,  it 
should  have  been  granted  by  the  judge  who  heard  the  motions 
for  reference.  (Rule  39  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  applies 
to  the  Marine  Court    See  Laws  of  1862.) 

in.  The  motion  upon  which  the  order  appealed  from  was 
granted,  was  not  made  on  the  ground  of  irregularity,  nor  was 
the  motion  made  to  vacate  the  executions,  and,  therefore,  the 
order  should  be  reversed.  The  motion  was  founded  upon  an 
order  to  show  cause  why  the  judgments  entered  in  said  actions 
should  not  be  vacated  and  set  aside,  and  why  the  defendants 
should  not  be  allowed  to  come  in  and  defend  said  actions,  and 
why  the  defendants  should  not  have  such  other  or  further  relief 
as  shall  be  just.  Where  a  motion  is  made  on  the  ground  of 
irregularity,  the  notice  or  order  shall  specify  the  irregularity 
complained  of.  (Rule  89.)  The  court  did  not,  and  could  not, 
grant  the  relief  sought  by  the  motion,  viz" :  To  open  the  judg- 
ment and  allow  the  defendants  to  come  in  and  defend,  and, 
therefore,  could  not  under  the  general  prayer,  "  and  for  such 
other  and  further  relief,  &c.,"  vacate  the  executions. 

Barretts  <&  Redfidd,  and  George  C.  Barrett,  for  respondents. 

I.  The  Marine  Court  judgnients  were  irregularly  obtained. 
(1.)  The  cases  were  not  referable.    (2.)  The  judge  had  no 
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power  to  order  the  references  to  proceed  upon  one  day's  notice. 
He  granted  no  favor  for  which  he  required  short  notice  to  be 
accepted.  He  simply  acted  as  though  this  court  should  order 
the  defendant  in  any  case  therein  to  answer  a  plaintiff's  com- 
plaint in  less  than  twenty  days  from  the  time  of  its  service. 
(3.)  He  had  no  power  ex^arte  to  vacate  the  stay  granted 
by  another  judge.  (4.)  Nor  had  he  power  again  to  direct  the 
reference  to.  proceed  upon  the  next  day. 

II.  The  judgments  were  fraudulently  obtained.  The  order 
to  proceed  upon  the  day  upon  which  judgment  was  rendered, 
and  vacating  Judge  Gross'  stay,  was  not  served  until  after  the 
hour  appointed  for  the  trial;  so  that  when  the  defendants 
attorneys  hurried  to  the  referee's  office,  upon  the  receipt  of  the 
order,  they  found  judgments  already  entered. 

III.  The  Chief  Judge  has  simply  remitted  the  plaintiffi  to 
their  original  rights.  He  has  vacated  the  executions,  they 
being  processes  of  this  court  and  subject  to  its  supervision,  and 
he  has  stayed  proceedings  upon  the  judgments  (not  vacated 
them)  until  further  order.  This  was  the  practice  laid  down  in 
Mcurtin  v.  The  Maycr^  <&c.  (11  Abb.  Pr.  299),  which  wa* 
affirmed  at  general  term  {12  Id.  243). 

IV.  These  were  not  cases  where  the  irregularity  complained 
of  should  have  been  specified  in  the  notice  of  motion.  (1.)  The 
irregularities  were  treated  by  the  court,  not  as  irregularity 
upon  which  to  vacate  the  judgment,  but  as  showing  that  it 
would  be  inequitable  to  permit  the  judgment  to  be  enforced. 
(2.)  The  court  set  aside  its  own  process  and  stayed  the  judg- 
ment upon  the  ground  that  upon  the  entire  case  presented, 
including  all  the  irregularities  and  the  fraudulent  conduct 
above  referred  to,  the  judgments  had  been  inequitably,  and 
even  iniquitously,  obtained,  and  that  it  would  be  grossly  in- 
equitable to  permit  their  enforcement.  Precisely  the  same 
practice  was  adopted  in  Martin  v.  TJie  Mayor^  sujpra. 

V.  The  point  is  equally  absurd  that  a  court  of  record,  and 
thus  by  analogy,  the  Marine  Court,  has  power  to  prescribe  what 
notice  of  reference  shall  be  given.  It  might  as  well  prescribe, 
in  violation  of  the  statute,  the  time  to  appeal  or  to  answer  or  to 
serve  notice  of  motion  where  no  order  to  show  cause  has  been 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW   TOKK— OOTOBEE,    1870.  315 

Leland  y.  Smith. 

obtained,  or  to  serve  notice  of  trial  or  of  argument,  or  any  of 
the  innumerable  cases  where  a  fixed  time  is  prescribed  by  law. 
We  have  heard  of  granting  a  favor  npon  condition  that  iJie 
recipieTU  accept  and  admit  short  notice.  But  the  courts  have 
gone  no  further,  and  the  recipient  may  even  then  refuse  to 
admit  service,  provided  he  is  willing  to  waive  the  favor. 

Br  THE  CouET.* — JosBPH  F.  Dalt,  J. — This  appeal  is 
taken  from  an  order  of  the  special  term  of  this  court,  vacating 
and   setting  aside  the  executions  in    the    six  actions.     The 
executions  were  issued  out  of  this  court,  after  transcripts  filed 
in  the  county  clerk's  office  of  judgments  obtained  in  the  Marine 
Court.    It  appears  from  the  appeal  papers  that  the  actions  in 
the  Marine  Court  were,  after  issue  joined,  referred  on  motion 
of  plaintiffs,  by  a  judge  of  the  Marine  Court,  to  a  referee  to 
hear  and  determine  all  the  issues ;  such  reference  to  proceed 
on  one  day's  notice,  without  the  consent  of,  and  after  opposi- 
tion by,  the  defendant.    The  reference  was  stayed  by  order  of 
the  Marine  Court,  before  it  had  been  commenced.    Such  stay 
was  vacated  the  same  day  it  was  granted,  and  a  further  order 
made  that  the  reference  should  proceed  the  next  day  at  nine 
o'clock.     Between  half-past  eight  and  nine  o'clock  of  the  last- 
named  day,  a  copy  of  the  last-named  order  was  served  on  a 
clerk  in  charge  of  defendant's  attorney's  office ;  and  at  nine 
o'clock    the   plaintiff  proceeded,   on  defendant's   failure    to 
appear  before  the  referee,  proved  his  case,  took  his  report, 
entered  up  his  judgments,  filed  his  transcripts,  and  issued  his 
executions,  all  on  the  same  day.    The  defendants  made  no 
motion   in  the   Marine  Court  to  open  the  default,  took  no 
appeal  from  the  judgments,  but  on  the  same  day  moved  this 
court  to  vacate  the  judgments,  and  allow  the  defendants  to 
come  in  and  defend,  and  for  such  other  or  further  relief  as 
should  be  just.    The  learned  judge  at  the  special  term  of  this 
court,  being  satisfied  that  the  order  of  reference  was  made 
withont  authority,  and  that  the  bringing  on  of  the  reference 
without  the  notice  of  at  least  two  days,  required  by  statute 

•  Present — Robinson,  Loew,  and  J.  F.  Daly,  JJ. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


316  COUBT  OF  COMMON  PLEAS. 

Leland  ▼.  Smith. 

(chap.  436,  Laws  of  1865),  and  entertaming  some  doubt  as  to 
whether  the  defendants  had  any  remedy  for  these  irregularities 
by  appeal  in  the  Marine  Court,  held  that  this  court  could  aod 
should  relieve  the  defendants  by  preventing  the  enforcement  of 
the  judgments  by  the  process  of  this  court,  and  therefore  set 
aside  the  executions.  This  appeal  is  taken  from  the  ordeis 
entered  accordingly. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  order  of  reference  in  the 
Marine  Court  was  irregular.  That  court  has  no  power  to  refer 
the  issues,  unless  the  trial  will  require  the  examination  of  a 
long  account  (chap.  436,  Laws  of  1865).  The  motion  for  refer- 
ence was  made  upon  the  pleadings,  which  do  not  disclose  any 
necessity  for  proving  any  account ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  show 
an  issue  proper  to  be  tried  before  a  jury.  The  court  had  no 
power  to  direct  the  reference  to  proceed  on  one  day's  notice. 
The  statute  requires  not  less  than  two,  and  the  defendant  cannot 
be  deprived  of  his  statutory  right  to  full  notice,  unless  he  waives 
it,  or  unless  conditions  are  imposed  on  him  on  granting  him  a 
favor — ^which  was  not  the  case  here. 

This  being  the  case,  where  was  the  remedy  of  the  defend- 
ants for  these  irregularities  ?  Not  by  motion,  for  no  power 
exists  in  the  Marine  Court,  before  a  single  judge,  to  open  a 
default  taken  before  a  referee.  I  am  inclined,  however,  to 
believe  that,  on'  an  appeal  from  the  judgment  to  the  general 
term  of  the  Marine  Court,  the  irregular  orders  of  reference 
may  be  reviewed.  The  statute  (chap.  61Y,  Laws  of  1853,  §  5) 
allowing  appeals  to  the  general  term  of  the  Marine  Court, 
provides  that  they  shall  be  taken  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  like  effect,  as  appeals  in  the  Supreme  Court,  from  the 
decision  of  a  single  judge,  to  the  general  term.  The  329th 
section  of  the  Code,  being  included  in  chap.  1  of  title  9  of  the 
Code,  entitled  ^'  Appeals  in  General,"  provides  that,  upon  an 
appeal  from  a  judgment,  the  court  may  review  any  intermediate 
order  involving  the  merits,  and  necessarily  affecting  the  judg- 
ment. This  section,  by  §  8  of  the  Code,  is,  with  the  otlier 
parts  of  that  act,  declared  to  relate  to  actions  in  the  Supreme 
Court.  The  legislature,  by  the  Act  of  1852,  relating  to  ap- 
peals in  the  Marine  Court,  must  have  designed  to  confer  a 
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power  which  would  afford  the  amplest  relief  to  appellants,  and 
yet  this  coald  not  be  gained  without  the  construction  here 
adopted,  for  otherwise  the  party  injured  by  an  irregular  order 
would  have  no  opportunity  to  have  it  reviewed  {JBiirper  v. 
HdU,  1  Daly,  498). 

The  orders  of  special  term,  therefore,  should  be  modified 
so  as  to  require  the  plaintiffs  to  stipulate  that  the  defendants 
should  take  an  appeal  from  the  judgments  of  the  Marine  Court 
to  Ae  general  term  of  that  court,  without  objection  by  plaint- 
iff, and  that,  until  the  determination  of  the  general  term  upon 
audi  appeals,  and  until  the  judgment  of  the  general  term  of 
this  court  upon  any  appeal  from  such  determination,  the 
plaintiffs  proceedings  on  the  executions  issued  out  of  this  court 
upon  the  said  judgments  be  stayed. 

Ordered  accordingly. 

The  plaintiffs  failed  to  stipulate  as  required  by  the  order 
entered  upon  the  foregoing  decision. 

On  the  9th  August,  1870,  the  defendants  were  adjudged 
bankrupts  in  the  U.  S.  District  Court,  upon  the  petition  of  a 
creditor.  The  stay  of  proceedings  of  July  21st,  1870,  had,  by 
consent,  been  modified  so  far  as  to  permit  the  sheriff  to  sell 
the  goods  levied  upon  imder  the  execution,  and  retain  the 
proceeds. 

In  August,  1870,  the  plaintiffs'  attorney  served  upon  the 
sheriff  an  order  of  the  TJ.  S.  District  Court,  modifying  the 
injunction  theretofore  issued  by  that  court,  so  far  as  to  allow 
the  sheriff  to  pay  over  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  the  plaintiffs. 
This  order  was  obtained  without  notice  to  the  defendants,  and 
only,  as  was  alleged,  by  collusion  between  the  plaintiffs'  at- 
torney and  the  attorney  for  the  petitioning  creditor  in  the 
bankrupt  proceedings. 

The  sheriff  being  also  informed  by  the  plaintiffs'  attorney 
that  the  stay  of  proceedings  of  this  court  had  been  vacated, 
paid  over  the  proceeds  to  the  plaintiffs. 

Upon  learning  this  fact  two  months  afterwards,  the  defend- 
ants moved  that  the  moneys  so  paid  to  the  plaintiffs  should  be 
returned  to  the  sheriff,  to  abide  the  further  order  of  this  court, 
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and  of  the  TJ.  S.  District  Court  in  the  bankruptcy  proceedings, 
and  that  the  plaintiffs  and  their  attorney  be  punished  for  their 
contempt  in  violating  the  stay  of  July  21st,  1870. 

Upon  the  hearing  of  this  motion  EoBmsoN,  J.,  made  the 
following  decision : 

Robinson,  J. — Order  granted  in  each  case,  that  the  plaint- 
iffs' attorney  and  his  clients,  within  ten  days  from  entry  and 
notice  of  order,  repay  to  the  clerk,  to  abide  the  further  order 
of  this  court,  the  money  received  from  the  sheriff  upon  their 
several  executions,  with  $10  costs  of  this  motion.  Order  to  be 
settled  on  two  days'  notice. 

I  am  of  opinion : 

1.  That  Judge  Larremore  had  authority,  upon  the  facts 
presented  to  him,  to  grant  the  order  of  21st  July,  1870. 

2.  That  it  was  regularly  served  on  plaintiffs'  attorney. 

3.  That  it  was  in  full  force  when  plaintiffs'  attorney,  in 
violation  of  its  terms,  collected  and  received  from  the  sheriff 
the  amounts  collected  by  him  in  satisfaction  of  the  judgment 
upon  the  executions  he  then  held. 

4.  That  such  payment  was  made  by  the  sheriff  upon  the 
untrue  representation  that  the  order  of  Judge  Larremore  had 
been  vacated. 

6.  That  the  money  should  be  repaid  to  the  clerk  of  thia 
court,  to  abide  further  order. 

6.  That  the  attorney  as  well  as  his  clients  should  be  held 
responsible  for  such  repayment. 

7.  Separate  orders  should  be  entered. 

8.  So  much  of  the  order  as  seeks  to  punish  for  contempt, 
denied  such  violation  of  the  order  occurring  through  misappre- 
hension, and  without  any  wilful  intent. 

From  this  decision  the  plaintiffs  appealed  to  the  general 
term,  where  the  decision  was  affirmed,  without  a  written 
opinion. 

The  plaintiffs  failed  to  repay  the  moneys  received  from  the 
sheriff,  but  filed  and  served  undertakings  and  notices  of 
appeal  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.     The  defendants  moved  at 
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Bpecial  term  for  the  pnnishment  of  the  plaintiflfs  and  their 
attorney  for  their  contempt,  which  motion  was  granted,  with 
the  following  opinion : 

EoBnTsoN,  J. — Plaintiffs  and  their  attorney  have  been 
ordered  to  repay  to  the  clerk  of  this  court,  to  abide  its  further 
order,  the  amount  received  by  them  from  the  sheriff,  on  execu- 
tions issued  in  these  actions,  in  violation  of  a  stay  of  proceed- 
ings granted  by  a  judge  of  the  court,  and  such  order  has,  on 
appeal  to  the  general  term,  been  affirmed. 

The  judgments  were  recovered  in  the  Marine  Court,  and 
the  executions  were  issued  out  of  this  court,  after  transcripts 
thereof  had  been  filed  in  the  county  clerk's  office,  under  §  68 
of  the  Code. 

The  present  motion  is  to  punish  the  plaintiffs  and  their 
attorney  for  contempt,  in  failing  to  comply  with  the  mandate 
of  the  court  requiring  a  repayment  into  the  court  of  the  money 
illegally  obtained  from  its  officer  (the  sheriff). 

The  answer  made  to  this  application  is,  that  the  plaintiffs 
have  appealed  fiom  the  decision  of  the  general  term,  and  given 
the  security  required  by  §g  334  and  335  of  the  Code,  upon  the 
assumption  that  such  appeal  can  be  taken  under  the  provisions 
of  §  16,  sub.  3,  as  '^  from  a  final  order  affecting  a  substantial 
right  made  ♦  ♦  ♦  upon  a  summary  application  in  an 
action  after  judgment,"  and  without  regard  to  the  limitation 
contained  in  the  same  section,  that  such  appeal  shall  not  be 
allowed  in  an  "  action  originally  commenced  *  *  *  in  the 
Marine  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York,  unless  any  such 
general  term  shall,  by  order  duly  entered,  allow  such  appeal 
before  the  end  of  the  next  term  after  which  such  judgment  was 
entered." 

Ko  such  allowance  of  an  appeal  has  been  granted,  and 
that  section  expressly  excludes  any  such  right  of  appeal  as  has 
been  attempted  to  be  exercised. 

This  court  is,  as  to  all  questions  in  such  a  case,  the  court  of 
final  resort  (except  when  it  allows  an  appeal  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals),  and  its  orders  therein,  until  jurisdiction  is  lost  by 
satisfaction  of  the  judgment,  and  the  perfection  of  all  means 
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allowed  by  law  for  the  enforcement  of  the  judgment,  are  con- 
clusive. 

Proceedings  as  for  a  contempt  to  enforce  a  civil  remedy, 
adjudged  against  the  the  plaintiffs  and  their  attorney,  is  a  pro- 
ceeding in  the  action  {Pitt  v.  Davison,  37  K  Y.  235),  and 
this  court  retains  complete  jurisdiction  for  all  purposes  of 
enforcing  its  orders  regulating  and  controlling  their  induct 
wherever  they  have  violated  or  disobeyed  them. 

The  appeal  attempted  to  be  taken  by  the  plaintiffi  b  un- 
authorized, and  forms  no  answer  to  the  motion  to  punish  for 
a  contempt  in  not  obeying  the  order  of  this  court. 

Motions  granted  with  $10  costs. 


William  S.  Baeton  v.  Isaac  Herman  and  John  Barry. 

In  a  proceeding  to  foreclose  a  mechanic's  lien,  the  conrt  may,  in  a  proper  case, 
render  a  judgment  in  penomam,  as  weU  as  in  rem,  and  in  order  to  avoid  m- 
cuity  of  action,  the  rights  and  equities  of  all  the  parties,  whether  they  appear 
or  not,  among  themselves  and  as  against  any  owner,  may  be  adjusted  and  finallj 
settled. 

Where  a  foreclosure  proceeding  is  instituted  in  good  &ith,  and  facts  esdst  requisite 
to  acquire  a  lien,  and  the  court  has  ohtuned  jurisdiction  of  the  suhjectrmatter 
and  of  the  parties,  by  the  creation  of  a  valid  lien  and  the  service  of  the  neces- 
sary notice,  a  personal  judgment  may  be  rendered  in  favor  of  a  lieuor  for  the 
amount  due  him  by  the  owner,  notwithstanding  the  lien  may  have  been  lost 
by  reason  of  not  being  renewed  at  the  expiration  of  the  year. 

The  court  may,  on  motion,  in  certain  cases,  and  for  sufficient  cause,  pass  upon  and 
control  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  a  referee,  while  the  reference  is  pending 
and  in  a  proper  case  set  aside  his  report,  or  stay  proceedings  thereon. 

Special  Term,  December,  1870. 

Motion  to  stay  the  entry  of  judgment,  and  set  aside  referee's 
report. 

This  was  an  action  or  proceeding  brought  by  the  plaintiff 
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Wm.  S.  Burton,  a  subcontractor,  agaioBt  Isaac  Herman, 
owner,  and  John  Barry,  contractor,  to  foreclose  a  mechanic's 
lien  on  premises  No.  19  East  Fifteenth  street,  in  the  city  of 
New  York. 

The  canse  was  referred  to  Thos.  H.  Landon,  Esq.,  referee, 
to  hear  and  determine. 

The  matter  was  tried  before  the  referee,  and  on  the  27th 
day  of  April,  1870,  he  rendered  his  report  in  favor  of  said 
Barry  for  $3,745,  and  costs,  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  lien 
filed  by  the  plaintiff  Barton,  amounting  to  the  sum  of  $1918.65 
and  costs. 

It  appeared  that  the  notice  of  Hen  of  Barry,  the  contractor, 
was  filed  on  the  14th  day  of  April,  1869. 

On  the  9th  day  of  April,  1870,  an  order  continuing  said 
lien  was  procured  from  a  judge  of  this  court,  and  on  the  same 
-day  a  certified  copy  thereof  was  taken  to  the  county  clerk's 
ofiice,  where  it  was  endorsed  by  one  of  the  clerks,  as  follows: 
"Filed,  9  April,  1870.    11  H.  15  M." 

It  was  then  in  accordance  with  the  practice  in  the  county 
clerk's  office,  taken  by  the  party  who  acted  for  the  lienor  into 
another  room,  for  the  purpose  of  being  there  filed,  and  entered 
in  the  mechanics'  lien  docket,  when  it  was  discovered  that  the 
original  lien  was  filed  on  the  14th  April,  1869,  whereas  the 
order  purported  to  continue  was  filed  on  the  13th  April. 
Under  these  circumstances,  it  was  found  that  the  lien  could 
not  be  continued,  and  the  person  acting  in  behalf  of  Barry 
took  the  order  away  with  him,  saying  that  he  would  have  it 
corrected  and  returned ;  but  the  same  was  never  returned  to 
or  filed  with  the  county  clerk. 

Upon  these  facts,  Herman,  the  owner,  made  this  motion 
that  the  entry  of  judgment  be  perpetually  stayed,  and  the 
referee's  report  set  aside,  and  for  such  other  and  further  relief 
S8  might  be  just. 

A.  Bhrnienatid^  for  motion. 

W.  McDermott,  opposed. 

Vol.  m.— 21 
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LoEW,  J. — ^Tbis  court  held  at  special  term,  in  the  case  of 
Mathews  v.  DaJy  (7  Abb.  N.  S.  379,  ante,  p.  214,  note),  that  not^ 
withstanding  an  action  has  been  commenced  to  enforce  or  fore- 
close a  mechanic's  lien,  under  the  Act  of  1863  (Laws  of  1863, 
chap.  500),  such  lien  ceases  and  is  at  an  end  after  one  year 
from  the  creation  thereof  (unless  continued  by  order  of  the 
com't  before  the  year  expires) ;  and  farther,  that,  in  such  a  case, 
the  lien  having  expired  and  absolutely  ceased  by  its  own  limit- 
ation, no  order  discharging  it  is  requisite. 

The  principles  decided  in  that  case  have  been  affirmed  by 
the  general  term  in  Stone  v.  Smith  {ante,  p.  213),  and  the  law 
in  respect  to  the  points  in  question  may,  therefore,  be  consid- 
ered as  settled,  at  least  so  far  as  this  court  is  concerned. 

In  the  case  at  bar,  it  is  conceded  that  the  order  continuing 
the  lien,  although  obtained  before  the  expiration  of  the  year, 
was  never  in  reality  left  or  filed  with  the  county  clerk,  nor  was 
the  same  ever  docketed  or  entered  in  the  proper  book.  The 
statute  requires  not  only  that  the  order  of  the  court  continuing 
the  lien  be  obtained,  but  also  that  a  new  docket  be  made  stating 
such  fact. 

This  act  of  making  a  new  docket  is  an  essential  pre-requisite 
to  the  continuation  of  the  lien,  and  the  law  in  this  respect  must, 
therefore,  be  strictly  pursued. 

It  may  very  well  be  that  where  a  party  has  done  all  that 
lies  in  his  power,  by  procuring  the  necessary  order  from  the 
court,  and  filing  the  same  with  the  county  clerk,  within  the 
time  limited  by  law,  and  that  official  has  either  lost  or  mislaid 
the  same,  or  through  inadvertence  or  mistake  omits  to  make 
the  new  docket,  the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  aflford  rehef^ 
provided  the  rights  of  hona  fide  purchasers  do  not  intervene, 
by  ordering  the  docket  to  be  made  nunc  pro  tunc,  as  Barry's 
counsel  contends  should  be  done  in  this  case.  But  here  the 
lienor  did  not  do  all  that  lay  in  his  power.  When  the  county 
clerk  declined  to  receive  the  order,  on  the  ground  that  the  lien 
which  was  sought  to  be  continued  did  not  come  within  the 
purview  thereof,  the  lienor  should  have  made  immediate  appli- 
cation  to  the  court  to  have  the  mistake  therein  rectified,  and 
then  filed  the  same  with  the  county  clerk.    This  he  could  have 
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done  without  much  labor,  and  might  thus  have  saved  his 
rights. 

But  he  has  done  neither  the  one  nor  the  other  to  this  day, 
and  is  therefore  guilty  of  laches,  and  cannot  complain  if  he  has 
lost  the  benefits  of  the  statute. 

It  also  appears,  from  an  inspection  of  the  original  and  cer- 
tified copy  orders  referred  to,  and  was  conceded  on  the  argu- 
ment, that  they  were  surreptitiously  altered  by  erasing  the 
word  "  thirteenth,"  in  each,  and  interlining  the  word  "  four- 
teenth," without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  court.  This 
was,  to  say  the  least,  grossly  improper  and  unprofessional  con- 
duct, which  cannot  be  allowed  to  pass  either  unnoticed  or  un- 
rebuked.  I  am  very  willing  to  believe  the  statement  made  by 
counsel,  that  he  himself  had  no  knowledge  of,  and  neither 
authorized  nor  sanctioned,  the  improper  and  irregular  act  in 
question  ;  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  but  regret  tliat  any  one 
in  his  employ  should  have  been  so  forgetful  of  his  duty  in  the 
premises,  as  to  lend  himself  to  a  proceeding  which  does  not 
commend  either  him,  or  the  cause  he  proposed  to  serve,  to  the 
especial  consideration  of  the  court. 

But  while  I  fully  agree  with  the  views  entertained  by  the 
learned  counsel  who  represents  the  owner  in  the  action,  in  say- 
ing that  the  lien  has  ceased  and  come  to  an  end,  and  that  the 
lienor  has  not  shown  himself  entitled  to  any  relief  looking 
towards  resuscitating  it — if  indeed  such  relief  could  be  granted; 
still  it  does  not  necessarily  follow,  nor  am  I  prepared  to  say, 
that  he  has  lost  all  his  rights  in  the  premises. 

Under  the  Lien  law  of  185!,  it  was  repeatedly  held  by  this 
court  that  the  proceeding  authorized  by  that  act  was  a  proceed- 
ing in  rem,  and  not  in  jperaonam^  and  that  if  the  lien  failed, 
the  rights  of  the  lienor  in  such  proceeding  were  at  an  end ; 
and  that  in  no  case  could  a  personal  judgment  be  rendered, 
even  for  a  deficiency,  except  perhaps  where  the  proceeding 
was  directly  between  the  original  contractor  and  the  owner. 
(Quiwby  v.  Sloan^  2  E.  D.  Smith,  694 ;  Sinclair  v.  Fitch^  3  Id. 
677 ;  Cox  v.  Broderick^  4  Id,  721 ;  Denniatoun  v.  McAUiater^ 
Id.  729).  It  is  true  that  under  somewhat  similar  provisions  in 
the  Act  of  1844  (Laws  of  1844,  chap.  805),  in  regard  to  the 
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manner  in  which  the  proceeding  was  to  be  tried  and  judgment 
therein  enforced,  to  those  contained  in  the  Act  of  1851  (Laws 
of  1851,  chap.  513),  the  Conrt  of  Appeals,  in  the  case  of 
Freerrum  v.  Oram  (3  N.  T.  305),  and  in  case  of  McMy  ▼. 
Chreen  (1  Keyes,  548),  expressed  views  which  wonld  seem  to 
justify  a  different  conclusion.  Bat  on  a  careful  examination  of 
the  two  cases,  it  does  not  appear  to  have  been  necessary  in 
either,  to  determine  the  question  as  to  the  form  of  the  judg- 
ment, in  order  to  dispose  of  it ;  and  the  remarks  of  the  learned 
judges  who  delivered  the  opinions  may,  in  that  respect,  perhape, 
be  regarded  as  mere  dicta.  However  that  may  be,  I  have 
found  but  one  case  {Grogan  v.  The  Mayor^  <&€.,  2  E.  D.  Smith, 
693),  in  which  a  personal  judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  a 
party,  notwithstanding  it  was  adjudged  that  he  had  no  valid 
lien. 

That  case  arose  under  the  Act  of  1851,  as  amended  by  the 
Act  of  1855,  which  latter  Act  authorized,  in  addition  to  the 
judgment  against  the  owner,  a  personal  judgment  in  favor  of 
the  subcontractor  against  the  contractor ;  but  as  the  latter  did 
not  appear  in  the  action,  and  judgment  was  rendered  against 
him  by  default,  the  case  can  hardly  be  called  an  authority  on 
the  point,  whether  or  not  such  judgment  could  be  rendered, 
when  the  lien  had  failed  and  judgment  was  given  in  favor  of 
the  defendant  owner. 

But  the  Lien  Act  of  1863  in  some  respects  materially  differs 
from  the  prior  lien  laws. 

Section  9  of  that  Act  provides,  among  other  things,  as 
follows:  "personal  liabilities  may  be  enforced  by  execution 
against  the  property  of  any  party  against  whom  a  personal 
judgment  shall  have  been  rendered." 

The  contractor  shall  be  personally  liable  to  the  lienor  for 
the  whole  amount  of  his  indebtedness,  and  the  owner  to  the 
extent  of  the  amount  due  by  him  to  his  contractor. 

Again,  under  the  Act  of  1851,  each  individual  lienor  was 
compelled  to  commence  a  proceeding  to  enforce  or  bring  to  a 
close  the  lien  which  he  claimed  to  have  created  and  acquired ; 
but  by  section  4  of  the  Act  of  1863,  each  and  every  person 
having  filed  a  notice  of  lien,  at  any  time  before  final  judgment 
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is  rendered,  is  to  be  notified  of,  and  made  a  party  to,  any  pro- 
ceedings which  may  be  instituted.  By  section  2,  they  are  to 
^'  prove  their  demand  in  the  same  manner  as  in  ordinary  actions 
at  law,"  and  every  party  shall  have  relief  according  to  the 
rights  of  the  parties,  as  ifaey  shall  appear  in  evidence. 

Section  6  prescribes  that  "  the  court  shall  proceed  withont 
regard  to  matters  of  form,  which  shall  be  amendable  at  all 
times  while  the  proceedings  progress,  without  costs,  and  judg- 
ment shall  be  rendered  according  to  the  equity  and  justice  of 
the  claims  of  the  respective  parties." 

Section  7  provides  that  "the  court  may  determine  the  rights 
of  all  parties,  and  the  amounts  due  to  each,  *  *  *  and 
such  judgment  or  decree  shall  be  made  thereon  as  to  the  rights 
and  equities  of  the  several  parties  among  themselves,  and  as 
against  any  owner,  as  may  be  just." 

In  view  of  all  these  sections,  it  is  evident  that  the  makers 
of  the  statute  intended  to  confer  authority  on  the  court  in  these 
proceedings  to  render  a  judgment  in  personam,  as  well  as  in 
rem;  and  further,  in  order  to  avoid  circuity  of  action,  the  rights 
and  equities  of  all  the  parties,  whether  they  appear  or  not 
(section  7),  among  themselves  and  as  against  any  owner,  are  to 
be  adjusted,  and  finally  settled  and  determined  in  the  action  or 
proceeding  first  commenced. 

Doubtless,  if  it  appeared  that  a  party  had  never  acquired 
a  valid  lien,  he  would  not  be  entitled  to  a  judgment  in  any 
form,  and  the  proceeding  as  to  him  would  either  have  to  be 
dismissed,  or  judgment  be  rendered  against  him,  as  the  case 
might  be. 

But  where  the  proceedings  are  in  good  faith,  and  the  facts 
exist  which,  according  to  the  1st  section,  are  requisite,  in  order 
to  acquire  a  lien,  and  the  court  has  obtained  jurisdiction  of  the 
subject-matter  and  of  the  parties,  as  in  this  case,  by  the  creation 
of  a  valid  lien,  in  pursuance  of  section  6,  and  the  service  of  a 
notice  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  section  5,  I  see 
no  objection  to  the  rendering  of  a  personal  judgment,  notwith- 
standing the  lien  may  have  been  lost  by  reason  of  not  being 
renewed. 

The  language  of  section  9  of  the  Act,  in  my  opinion,  is 
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broad  enough  to  authorize  and  warrant  ench  a  judgment, 
especially  when  taken  in  connection  with  the  other  provisions 
above  referred  to. 

The  object  of  the  lien  is  to  bind  the  real  estate  to  which  it 
attaches,  and  when  a  judgment  is  obtained,  it  relates  back  to 
the  time  of  the  filing  of  the  lien,  which  may  be  enforced  by  a 
sale  of  all  the  interest  the  owner  had  in  the  property  at  that 
time,  in  order  to  satisfy  the  judgment.  This  advantage,  of 
course,  is  lost  when  the  lien  ceases ;  but  I  apprehend  that  that 
is  all  the  lienor  loses.  I  do  not  think  that  he  will  be  compelled 
to  commence  de  novo,  by  resorting  to  the  ordinary  remedy  for 
the  collection  of  bis  claim,  but  may  have  a  personal  judgment 
against  the  debtor,  in  the  proceeding  then  pending,  for  the 
amount  that  appears  to  be  due  him  by  the  latter,  which  judg- 
ment will  be  a  lien  upon  and  bind  all  the  real  estate  he  may 
own  at  that  time,  and  be  as  efficient  to  reach  and  appropriate 
any  other  he  may  possess  as  a  judgment  obtained  in  an  ordinary 
action. 

If  I  am  correct  in  the  views  expressed  above,  and  my 
brethren,  upon  consultation,  concur  in  the  result  to  which  I 
have  arrived,  then  it  follows  that  the  contractor  Barry  has  no 
lien,  and  none  should  be  adjudged  in  his  favor  on  the  property 
in  question ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  entitled  to  a  personal 
judgment  for  the  amount  due  him  by  the  owner. 

But  the  counsel  for  the  lienor  Barry,  on  the  argument,  ques- 
tioned the  power  of  the  court  at  special  term  to  intertere  with 
the  report  of  the  referee,  either  by  modifying  it,  or  setting  it 
aside,  he  claiming  that  the  only  mode  of  reviewing  the  action 
of  the  latter  being  by  appeal  to  the  general  term.  To  this 
doctrine  I  cannot  assent. 

Formerly  a  referee  was  considered  an  officer  of  the  court, 
which  exercised  a  constant  supervision  and  control'  over  his 
actions,  and  whenever  good  and  sufficient  cause  was  shown,  the 
court  would  interfere  and  set  aside  his  report,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  it  were  the  verdict  of  a  jury. 

But  the  Legislature  has  of  late  years  greatly  increased  the 
powers  of  referees,  and  in  many  respects  they  now  possess  all 
the  authority  and  can  exercise  all  the  functions  of  a  court  (Code, 
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§  272),  and  their  decisions  can,  in  general,  be  reviewed  only  on 
appeal. 

Nevertheless,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  court  may,  on 
motion,  in  certain  cases  and  for  sufficient  cause,  still  pass  upon 
and  control  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  a  referee  while  the 
ileference  is  pending,  and,  in  a  proper  case,  set  aside  his  report, 
or  stay  proceedings  thereon. 

In  the  case  before  me,  the  lien  did  not  cease  by  reason  of 
the  expiration  of  the  year,  until  several  days  after  the  whole 
matter  was  submitted  to  the  referee  for  his  decision ;  and  he, 
therefore,  could  not,  and  did  not,  pass  upon  tlie  points  involved 
in  this  motion.  So  too  on  appeal,  nothiug  could  be  reviewed 
but  the  decision  of  the  referee  on  the  questions  raised  before 
and  presented  to  him  for  his  adjudication  and  determination. 
It  is  quite  apparent,  therefore,  that  the  questions  presented  on 
this  motion  could  not  be  reached  on  appeal,  and  that  the  only 
mode  in  which  the  fact  that  this  lien  has  ceased,  could  be 
brought  up  for  the  consideration  of  the  court,  was,  in  a  sum- 
mary way,  by  motion,  as  was  done  in  this  case. 

The  report  of  the  referee,  in  so  far  as  it  adjudges  the  de- 
fendant Barry  to  have  a  valid  lien  on  the  premises  therein 
meutioned,  should  be  set  aside,  and  the  entry  of  judgment  in 
that  respect  stayed. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


Joseph  Stbothebs  v.  William  Chribtal  and  others. 

A  ooort  of  equity  has  no  inherent  jnrisdiction  to  award  costs  independent  of  stat- 
utory authority. 

Hence,  in  a  suit  between  copartners  for  a  settlement  of  the  copartnership  affidrs, 
the  court  will  not,  before  final  judgment^  appropriate  any  part  of  the  partner- 
ship funds  in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  as  a  compensation  or  allowance  to  the 
plaintiff's  attorney  for  his  services  in  the  action. 
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Special  Teem — September,  18Y0. 

Motion  for  an  order  that  the  receiver  pay  to  the  plaintiff's 
attorneys  a  counsel  fee,  &c.  The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in 
the  opinion. 

^Ues  <&  Bagley^  for  the  motion. 

Sidney  WUliamSy  in  opposition. 

BoBiNSON,  J. — This  is  an  action  by  one  partner  against  his 
copartners  for  a  settlement  of  the  copartnership  affairs.  Are- 
ceiyer  of  the  copartnership  assets  has  been  appointed,  and,  pend- 
ing the  suit  and  before  judgment,  plaintiff's  attorneys  apply  for 
an  allowance  out  of  the  copartnership  funds  in  the  hands  of  the 
receiver  towards  their  compensation  for  services  in  the  action^ 
It  is  stated  that  the  receiver  is  about  to  pay  a  dividend  to  the 
creditors  of  the  parties,  but  no  Buch  action  by  him,  so  far  as  ap- 
pears, is  warranted  by  any  judgment  of  the  court  (of  which  he 
is  the  mere  minister),  and  it  is  wholly  unauthorized. 

Can  the  funds  of  the  partnership,  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
ceiver, be  subjected,  before  final  judgment,  to  any  such  sum* 
mary  appropriation  to  the  compensation  of  the  attorneys  con- 
ducting the  proceedings  for  the  winding  up  of  the  affairs  of  the 
copartnership  ?  I  am  not  referred  to  any  case  allowing  costs  or 
allowance  to  a  party,  pendente  Ute. 

Even  as  between  party  and  party  the  counsel  for  the  com- 
plainant has  in  no  case  a  right  to  be  paid  extra  counsel  fees  out 
of  a  fund  belonging  to  the  defendant,  except  where  the  counsel 
has  been  employed  to  obtain  or  create  such  fund. 

The  Code  repealed  all  pre-existing  statutes  establishing  or 
regulating  the  costs  and  fees  of  attorneys,  solicitors,  and  coun- 
sellors in  civil  actions  (Code,  §  303)  ;  but  provided  that  "there 
might  be  allowed  to  9i  prevailing  party  upon  the  judgment  cer- 
tain sums  by  way  of  indemnity  for  his  expenses  in  the  action, 
which  cdlowanoes  (in  the  act)  are  termed  costal  By  §  306,  in 
cases  including  those  of  this  character,  '^  costs  shall  be  allowed 
or  not  in  the  discretion  of  the  court?^ 

A  court  of  equity  has  no  inherent  jurisdiction  to  award  costs 
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indepoBdent  of  statntoiy  authority.  SIdco  these  enactments  I 
am  not  pointed  to,  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  etatate  or  authorita- 
tive decision  of  any  court  of  this  State  allowing  payment  of 
counsel  fees  out  of  a  fund  in  conrtj  pendente  lite,  or  the  making 
of  any  preliminary  order  involving  the  right  to  that  fund  be- 
fore final  judgment.  (See  Downing  v.  MarshaUy  37  N,  T. 
380,  891,  393.) 

The  motion  denied. 


EOWABD    L.     BiPLBY    AKD    AKOTHEB    V.    FbEDEBIOK    EL^ELTON 

AND  OTHEBS. 

Wbere  a  party  is  indeed  to  enter  into  a  contract  by  frandnlent  representations 
made  by  the  other  contracting  party,  the  contract  is  yitiated  from  the  begin- 
ning,  and  on  proof  of  snch  representations,  the  party  stands  in  the  same  posi- 
tioo  as  though  the  contract  had  not  been  made,  and  he  is  only  required  to  make 
the  objection  when  any  claim  is  made  upon  him  under  the  contract. 

The  necessity  of  notice  upon  the  recission  of  a  contract  exists  only  when  the  party 
rescinding  has  receiyed  some  benefit  or  advantage  from  the  contract,  which  he 
must  surrender  before  he  can  claim  to  rescind.  But  where  neither  party  has 
taken  any  action  under  the  contract,  and  neither  has  made  any  demand  upon  the 
other  for  its  fulfilment,  the  reason  of  the  rule  fails  to  apply,  and  no  notice  of 
redsaion  is  necessary. 

A  judgment  entered  upon  the  dismissal  of  the  compliednt  in  another  action  between 
the  same  parties  for  the  same  cause  of  action,  is  not  a  bar  to  the  commencement 
of  a  new  action  on  the  same  grounds,  against  the  same  parties. 

Special  Teem— Februaiy  28, 1870. 

MonoN  for  judgment  on  demurrer  to  an  answer. 

The  action  was  brought  on  an  agreement,  which  was  set 
out  in  full  in  the  complaint.  Its  substance  was,  that  the  de- 
fendants agreed  to  give  the  plaintiflEs  the  exclusive  agency  for 
the  sale  of  the  defendants'  pianos  in  California  and  Kevada,  so 
long  as  the  plaintiffs  complied  with  the  terms  of  sale,  which 
were  to  be  six  months'  credit  on  interest,  and  that  in  the  event 
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of  a  change  of  the  terms  of  sale,  that  the  plaintiffs  should  have 
the  pi*eference  of  all  other  piano  dealers  in  San  Francisco.  Hie 
plaintife  claimed  $15,000  damages  for  the  violation  of  the 
agreement.  The  defendants,  in  their  answer,  (1)  admitted  their 
partnership  and  denied  any  knowledge  or  belief  in  r^ard  to 
anj  other  averment  in  the  complaint;  (2)  allied  that  the 
agreement  upon  which  the  suit  was  brought  was  obtained  from 
them  by  fraudulent  representations;  and  (3),  that  an  action 
is  pending  in  the  Supreme  Court  between  the  same  parties  for 
the  same  subject  matter.  The  plaintiffe  demurred  to  the  two 
last  defenses  for  insufficiency  in  not  severally  stating  facts  suf- 
ficient to  constitute  defenses. 

A.  JSequier^  for  plaintiff. 

Hammond  <&  Pomeroy  and  Jame%  EmoU^  for  defendants. 

Van  Bbunt,  J. — The  demurrer  to  the  first  defense  set  up  in 
the  answer  herein  must  be  overruled. 

The  necessity  of  notice  upon  the  recission  of  a  contract  exists 
only,  as  I  understand  the  law,  when  the  party  rescinding  haa 
received  some  benefit  or  advantage  firom  the  contract,  which  he 
must  surrender  before  he  can  claim  to  rescind.  He  must  put 
the  other  party  in  the  same  position  he  occupied  before  enter- 
ing into  the  contract. 

But  in  a  case  like  the  present,  where  neither  party  has 
taken  any  action  whatever  under  the  contract,  and  neither  has 
made  any  demand  upon  the  other  for  its  fulfilment,  the  reason 
of  the  foregoing  rule  fails  to  apply.  There  is  nothing  to  be 
done  by  either  party  to  place  the  other  in  the  same  condition  he 
was  in  before  the  contract  was  made.  Fraudulent  representa- 
tions which  induce  a  party  to  enter  into  a  contract,  vitiate  it 
from  the  beginning,  and  sudh  party,  when  such  representations 
are  established,  stands  in  the  same  position  as  though  the  con- 
tract had  never  been  made,  and  is  only  required  to  make  his 
objection  when  any  claim  is  made  upon  him  under  such  con- 
tract.   The  second  ground  of  demurrer  is  well  taken. 

The  allegation  in  the  answer  in  brief  is,  that  the  plaintifis 
commenced  a  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  against  the  defendants 
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for  the  Bame  canse  of  action,  which  rcBulted  in  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  defendants. 

If  the  allegation  had  stopped  here  the  answer  wonld  have 
been  a  good  one.  Bnt  it  goes  on  and  makes  the  judgment-roll 
in  that  action  a  part  of  this  portion  of  the  answer  by  annexing 
a  copy  of  the  same  as  a  schedule.  Upon  an  inspection  of  that 
roll,  it  appears  that  that  action  was  tried  before  a  jury,  and  that 
the  judge  dismissed  the  piaiMiff^  complaint,  and  that  a  judg- 
ment was  entered  upon  such  dismissal,  such  a  judgment  would 
be  no  bar  to  the  commencement  of  a  new  action. 

The  demurrer  as  to  this  defense  must  therefore  be  sustained. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


William  Wright  v,  Chables  H.  Mabshall  and  othebs. 

The  sereral  owners  of  a  yessel  are  tenants  in  common,  and  mnst  join  or  be  joined 
in  an  action  by  or  against  them.  If  joined  as  defendants  and  the  death  of  one  of 
them  occurs,  his  executor  or  personal  representative  cannot  be  joined  with  the 
snrviYors.  The  executor  is  charged  dt  bonis  Ustataris,  the  survivors  de  bonis 
praprUs,  and  the  judgment  could  not  be  thus  rendered. 

In  an  action  against  the  owners  of  a  yessel  for  damages  for  breach  of  a  contract  of 
carria|i^,  one  of  the  defendants,  who  was  not  served,  died  before  trial,  Held,  on 
a  motion  by  the  surviving  defendants  to  compel  the  plaintiff  to  bring  in  as  par- 
tie8<lefendant  the  personal  representative  of  the  deceased  defendant,  that  the 
contract  set  up  being  the  joint  obligation  of  the  owners,  the  plidntlff  might  pro- 
ceed to  trial  against  the  defendants  served  under  §  136  of  the  Code,  and  the 
motion  should  be  denied. 

Special  Tebm. — Nov&mber^  1870. 

Motion  to  compel  the  plaintiff  to  serve  the  summons  upon 
all  the  defendants  in  the  action,  and  to  bring  in  as  parties  de- 
fendant the  legal  representatives  of  a  deceased  defendant ,  and 
for  a  stay  of  proceedings. 
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Barney^  BviUer  cfe  Parsons^  for  the  motion. 
John  S.  Slcmanj  opposed. 

Labbemobb,  J. — This  action  was  brought  in  May,  1869, 
against  Charles  H.  Marshall  and  twenty  other  defendants,  as 
owners  of  the  ship,  James  Foster,  Jr.,  for  violation  of  a  con- 
tract alleged  to  have  been  made  by  them  with  the  plaintiff  to 
transport  him,  as  a  passenger  in  said  ship,  from  Liverpool  to 
New  York,  whereby  plaintiff  had  sustained  damages  to  the 
amount  of  $10,000.  Eleven  o£  said  defendants  have  appeared 
and  put  in  an  answer  to  the  complaint  in  said  action,  and  a 
notice  of  trial  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  was,  on  November  19, 
1869,  served  on  the  attorneys  of  the  said  defendants  who  had 
appeared,  and  said  attorneys  admitted  due  and  timely  service 
thereof.  A  few  month  since,  Alfred  J.  Cipriant  (a  defendant 
who  had  not  been  served  with  process,  and  who  has  not  ap- 
peared in  the  action),  died,  and  the  fact  of  his  death  was  com- 
municated by  the  defendants'  attorneys  to  the  attorney  for  the 
plaintiff.  Ko  proceedings  have  been  taken  to  bring  in  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  deceased  defendant.  The  attorneys 
for  the  defendants  who  have  appeared  now  move  to  compel  the 
plaintiff  to  bring  in  the  said  legal  representatives  as  parties,  to 
serve  all  the  other  defendants  with  process,  and  meanwhile  that 
all  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  be  stayed;  Two 
questions  are  involved  in  the  decision  of  this  motion.  1.  Are 
the  legal  representatives  of  the  defendant,  Cipriant,  necessary 
parties  to  this  action  ?  2.  Can  the  plaintiff  proceed  to  trial  or 
take  judgment  agaiqist  the  defendants  served  without  service  of 
process  upon,  or  appearance  of  the  other  defendants  who  are 
named  in  the  summons  ? 

The  several  owners  of  a  vessel  are  tenants  in  common,  and 
must  join  or  be  joined  in  an  action  at  law  brought  by  or  against 
them.  {Buckman  v.  Bretty  13  Abb.  Pr.  E.  119;  Bonndl  d 
al.  V.  Walshj  33  N.  T.  Rep.  43 ;  Merrite  v.  Walsh,  32  N.  T.  E. 
685.)  If  so  joined  as  plaintiffs  and  one  die,  the  right  of  action 
survives  to  the  surviving  part  owners,  who  may  afterwards  be 
compelled  to  pay  to  the  personal  representatives  of  the  deceased 
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the  Talne  of  hifi  share.  If  joined  as  defendants  and  the  death 
of  one  of  them  occnrs,  the  exeeutor  or  personal  representatives 
of  the  one  so  dying  cannot  be  sned  or  joined  with  the  summons 
as  the  liability  differs  in  the  case  of  each.  The  executor  is 
charged  de  bonis  teetatarisy  the  survivors  de  lonis  propriis,  and 
the  judgment  could  not  be  thus  rendered.  {B^ichman  v.  BreUj 
13  Abb.  Pr.  E.  119 ;  11  Ih.  110.)  The  second  question  raised 
upon  the  argument  is  answered  by  the  pleadings  in  the  action 
and  the  Code  of  Procedure  governing  the  same. 

The  contract,  for  a  violation  of  which  this  action  is  brought, 
is  a  joint  contract  upon  which  the  part  owners  of  the  ship  are 
jointly  liable.  {Kohler  v.  Wright,  7  Bosw.  318 ;  Stedman  v. 
^eidler,  25  Barb.  605 ;  Parson's  Marit.  Law,  I,  p.  94 ;  Story  on 
Part.  §§  419,  455,  458.)  All  the  owners  are  interested  in,  and 
entitled  to  a  share  of  the  earnings  of  the  ship,  and  not  to  any 
fixed  sum  as  in  the  case  of  a  chartered  vessel.  The  Code  (§  136) 
provides  that,  in  actions  against  defendants  jointly  indebted 
upon  contract,  the  plaintiff  may  proceed  against  the  defendants 
served  unless  the  court  otherwise  direct,  and  if  he  recover  judg- 
ment it  may  be  entered  against  all  the  defendants  thus  jointly 
indebted,  so  far  only  as  that  it  may  be  enforced  against  the 
joint  property  of  all  and  the  separate  property  of  the  defend- 
ants served.  The  plaintiff,  having  joined  as  defendants  in  this 
action  all  the  owners  of  the  vessel,  upon  the  joint  contract  al- 
leged in  the  complaint,  may  proceed  to  trial  against  the  defend- 
ants served  as  provided  by  said  section  136  of  the  Code.  (Sian- 
nard  v.  MatHce,  7  How.  Pr.  4 ;  IfUes  v.  JScMershallj  27  How. 
381.)  The  defendants  who  are  thus  proceeded  against,  if  forced 
to  pay  more  than  their  just  proportion  of  the  claim,  may  com- 
pel the  other  defendants  to  contribute  their  share.  {Mumford 
V.  JVtooUy  20  Johns.  611,  and  cases  and  authorities  above  cited. 
With  this  view  of  the  case  and  the  law  governing  the  same,  it 
follows  that  this  motion  must  be  denied.  The  costs  of  the  mo- 
tion to  abide  event  of  suit. 

Motion  denied. 
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Jacob  Walsh  and  others  v.  Jacob  Weidenfeld,  wife,  asd 

OTHEBS. 

On  a  motion,  properly  noticed,  for  final  judgment  in  an  action  for  foreokMore,  the 
conrt  may  grant  to  the  moving  party  a  further  allowance  under  the  last  clanae 
of  section  809  of  the  Code  of  Procedure.  It  ia  not  necessary,  in  such  a  case, 
that  a  separate  motion,  on  affidavits,  should  be  made,  as  the  parties  are,  or 
might  he,  before  the  court  on  the  motion  for  judgment,  and  the  pleadings  and 
proceedings  in  the  action  are  all  the  evidence  required  to  enable  the  court  to 
determine  the  question. 

A  defendant  who  has  appeared  in  the  action,  but  has  failed  to  answer,  is  entitled 
to  but  one  notice  of  motion  for  the  relief  demanded  in  the  complaint  Htece 
where  in  a  foreclosure  suit,  the  plainUff,  on  notice  to  the  defendant,  moved  fiar 
judgment  on  defendants'  failure  to  answer,  and  for  a  reference  to  compute  the 
amount  due,  <&c.,  which  was  granted ;  Held  that,  on  the  coming  in  of  the 
report,  the  plaintiff  might,  without  further  notice,  apply  to  the  court  forthwith 
for  judgment  on  the  report,  without  waiting  eight  days  for  exceptions  to  be 
filed  by  the  defendant 

SpECLiL  Teem,  Nov&mher^  1870. 

Motion  by  the  defendants,  Weidenfeld  and  wife,  to  vacate  a 
judgment  for  irregularity. 

The  grounds  of  the  motion  are  fully  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Horace  liusselly  for  the  motion. 

JRooseveUy  Henry  cfe  Olin^  opposed. 

Joseph  F.  Daly,  J. — This  is  an  action  for  the  foreclosure 
of  a  mortgage  on  real  estate  situated  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
No  answer  nor  demurrer  was  interposed  by  any  of  the  defend- 
ants. The  defendants,  Weidenfeld  and  wife  and  the  Third 
Avenue  Savings  Bank,  appeared  before  the  time  to  answer  ex- 
pired. After  the  time  to  answer  expired,  the  plaintiff  served  a 
notice  of  eight  days  on  the  attorneys  of  the  defendants,  Weid- 
enfeld and  wife  and  the  Third  Avenue  Savings  Bank,  of  a 
motion  "  on  the  pleadings  and  proceedings,  and  on  proof  of 
service  of  the  summons  and  complaint  herein  upon,  and  of  the 
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appearance  of  all  the  defendants  except  FraDcis  Probst,  and  of 
the  service  of  the  summons  herein,  together  with  notice  of  the 
object  ot  the  action  upon  said  Probst,  and  on  an  affidavit  of  Ste- 
phen H.  Olin,  that  the  whole  amount  of  said  mortgage  is  dae, 
and  that  none  of  the  defendants  have  put  in  any  answer  or 
demurrer,  and  that  there  are  no  infant  defendants,  that  none 
of  the  defendants  are  absentees,  and  that  due  notice  of  the 
pendency  of  the  action  was  filed,"  &c.,  "  for  an  order  referring 
it  to  the  clerk  or  some  suitable  person  fis  referee  to  compute  the 
amount  due  to  the  plaintiff,  and  to  such  of  the  defendants  as 
are  prior  incumbrances,  and  that  on  the  coming  in  of  the  report  of 
Buch  referee,  the  undersigned  will  move  the  court  for  the  relief 
demanded  in  the  complaint."  These  motions,  on  their  return 
day,  were  adjourned  by  consent  of  the  attorneys  of  the  defend- 
ants appearing  to  October  28th,  1870.  On  this  latter  date  the 
plaintiff  took  by  default  an  order  referring  it  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court  to  ascertain  and  report  the  amount  due  the  plaintiff,  and 
prior  incumbrances.  The  reference  before  the  clerk  was  imme- 
diately proceeded  with,  and  his  report  made  out  and  delivered 
to  the  plaintiff,  who  immediately  presented  it  to  the  court  and 
obtained  an  order  granting  the  plaintiff  two  and  a  half  per 
cent,  allowance  under  the  amendment  of  1870  to  section  309  of 
the  Code,  and  also  obtained  judgment  of  foreclosure  and  sale 
as  prayed  for  in  the  complaint.  The  defendants,  Weidenfeld 
and  wife,  now  move  to  vacate  and  set  aside  or  modify  such 
judgment  (which  was  entered)  on  the  ground  that  the  entering 
judgment  was  irregular :  "  1.  In  adding  to  the  amount  of  the 
costs  inserted  in  the  judgment  and  in  procuring  an  additional 
allowance  granted  eso-parte^  no  notice  of  motion  for  an  addi- 
tional allowance  ever  having  been  served  on  the  defendants' 
attorneys;  2.  In  entering  judgment  of  foreclosure  and  sale 
before  the  proper  time,  and  without  having  filed  the  referee's 
report  and  served  notice  of  filing  upon  the  defendants'  attor- 
neys, &c.,  as  required  by  the  82d  rule  and  by  the  practice  of 
this  court." 

The  309th  section  of  the  Code,  relating  to  "  further  allow- 
ance," contains  no  provision  requiring  notice  of  application 
for  such  allowance  to  be  made  by  motion  or  on  affidavits,  but 
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prior  to  the  present  year  1870,  it  has  been  settled  by  numeroiM 
decifiioiiB  that  where  a  further  allowance  "in  difficult  and 
extraordinary  cases  "  is  applied  for  after  the  trial  of  the  action, 
it  mast  be  made  on  affidavits  and  on    notice;  bnt  where  it  is 
applied  for  immediately  after  the  trial  to  the  court  which  tried 
the  action,  it  need  not  be  made  on  affidavits  or  on  notice.   The 
reason  of  the  rule  has  also  been  well  stated,  i.  e.,  that  in  the 
former  case  the  court  must  have  some  evidence  before  it  to 
judge,  whether  the  cause  is  difficult  and  extraordinary,  and 
the  other  party  must  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  on  that 
point,  while  in  the  latter  case  the  court  which  has  already 
tried  the  cause,. has  the  best  possible  means  of  judging  of  this 
fact,  and  the  other  party  is  then,  or  ought  to  be,  in  court  to 
oppose  the  application.      The  principle  that  underlies  these 
decisions  is,  that  the  court  which  is  to  exercise  its  discretion  ae 
to  whether  the  cause  is  "difficult  and  extraordinary,*' must 
have  evidence  before  it  to  determine  the  fact,  and  that  the 
party  against  whom  the  allowance  is  applied  for,  must  not  be 
surprised  by  an  unusual  time  or  mode  for  the  application.    It 
is  undoubted  that  when  the  cause  is  before  the  court  for  final 
adjudication  upon  the  rights  of  all  the  parties,  the  court  hafl 
the  power  to  dispose  of  the  question  of  an  extra  allowance,  if 
it  be  raised  by  any  party,  and  on  such  an  occasion  it  is  the 
duty  of  counsel  to  be  present  and  be  prepared  for  such  a 
motion.    The  subdivision  under  which  the  plaintiff  applied 
for  his  2|  per  cent,  further  allowance,  is  an  addition  to  section 
309  which  was  made  by  the  Legislature  of  the  present  year. 
It  does  not  require  that  the  cause  should  be  difficult  or  extra- 
ordinary, nor  does  it  call  for  any  information  to  the  court, 
except  what  the  complaint  furnishes,  viz. :  that  the  action  is 
for  "  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage."    On  this  fact  alone,  the 
court  must  act  in  granting  or  withholding  the  allowance  which 
by  the  statute  it  is  permitted  to  give,  and  when  the  plaintiff 
presenting  the  complaint  and  all  proceedings  in  his  foreclosure 
to  the  court,  asks  the  allowance,  the  court  has  all  the  evideioe 
it  can  possibly  require,  and  evidence  which  admits  of  no  dis- 
pute.   The  question  then  remains,  whether  the  defendant  who 
can  add  nothing  to  and  take  nothing  from  this  evidence  on 
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which  the  court  is  to  act,  and  can  furnish  no  grounds  which 
the  court,  under  the  amendment  of  1870  to  section  309,  can 
consider  in  granting  or  refusing  the  allowance,  should  be 
specially  notified  that  the  allowance  will  be  asked  for  at  the 
time  the  motion  is  to  be  made  for  the  final  adjudication  upon 
the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  suit.  I  think  not.  Any  deci- 
sions made  with  reference  to  like  applications  in  ^^  difiicult  and 
extraordinary  cases,"  prior  to  the  amendment  of  1870,  have  no 
bearing  on  this  question  as  to  allowances  "in  foreclosure" 
cases,  even  if  there  were  reported  cases  of  ex-parte  applications 
on  judgment  by  default,  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find. 
My  view  is  that,  when  a  party  is  regularly  before  the  court  on 
notice  of  final  adjudication  of  his  rights  in  the  action  of  fore- 
closure, whether  it  be  for  default  of  answer,  or  upon  issues 
raised  by  pleading,  and  the  court  grants  the  relief  he  demands, 
he  may  properly  make  then  and  there  his  suggestion  to  the 
court  that  a  further  allowance  be  ifiade  him  under  the  last 
amendment  to  section.  309.  The  opposing  party  is  as  much 
bound  to  be  present  to  resist  such  an  application,  when  he  has 
not  pleaded,  as  he  would  be  if  he  had  put  in  his  answer,  and  the 
issues  were  noticed  for  trial,  and  his  failure  to  attend  in  the 
former  case  will  not  prevent  the  application  any  more  than  it 
would  in  the  latter.  Of  course,  if  the  plaintiff  neglect  to  make 
his  application  at  the  time  his  motion  for  relief  is  disposed  of, 
it  may  be  questionable  whether  he  can  make  it  on  a  subsequent 
day  (when  the  opposing  party  can  have  no  possible  notice  that 
he  will  apply  to  the  court  for  any  order  in  the  action),  unless 
on  due  motion.  The  point  turns  on  the  fact  whether  when 
all  parties  are  duly  notified  to  attend  the  application  for  final 
relief,  and  may  be  present  to  hear  the  application  for  the 
allowance  the  plaintiff  asks  for  it.  If  they  are  not  present, 
they  must  not  complain  since  their  default  prevents  their  being 
heard.  The  plaintiff  was,  therefore,  regular,  in  my  opinion, 
in  applying  for  the  extra  allowance  when  his  motion  for  the 
relief  demanded  in  his  complaint  came  on  to  be  heard  provid- 
ing the  latter  motion  was  regularly  made.  This  depends  upon 
whether  he  was  obliged  to  file  the  report  of  the  referee  find- 
ing the  amount  due  to  him  and  the  prior  incumbrances,  and 
Vol.  m.— 22 
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wait  eight  days  for  exceptions  by  the  defendant  before  apply- 
ing for  judgment  of  foreclosure  and  sale.  The  plaintiff's  pro- 
ceedings are  governed  by  section  246  of  the  Code,  subdivi- 
tton  2.  There  was  no  answer  by  the  defendants,  bat  they  had 
appeared ;  they  were,  therefor,  "  entitled  to  eight  day's  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  application  to  the  court  for  the  relief 
demanded  in  the  complaint."  This  notice  was  given  by  the 
plaintiff.  On  that  motion  coming  on,  the  court  had  the  right 
to  take  the  account,  or  in  its  discretion  to  order  a  reference  for 
the  purpose.  The  plaintiff  need  not  have  moved  for  that 
reference,  and  his  motion  for  it  availed  nothing,  for  it  was  dis- 
cretionary with  the  court.  So  much  of  the  plaintift*'s  notice 
as  stated  he  would  move  for  a  reference  to  the  clerk,  or  some 
suitable  person,  to  take  proof  of  the  amount  due  him  or  the 
prior  incumbrances,  was  unnecessary,  superfluous,  and  might 
be  disregarded.  If  he  had  not  moved  for  such  reference,  and 
the  court  had  ordered  it,^stead  of  taking  the  proof  itself,  the 
defendants  could  not  have  required  the  plaintiff  to  file  the 
referee's  report,  and,  after  waiting  eight  days  for  exceptions, 
give  another  notice  of  eight  days  of  motion  for  final  relief. 
The  defendant,  imder  section  246,  is  entitled  to  but  one  notice 
of  motion  for  the  relief  demanded  in  the  complaint,  but  if  his 
view  of  the  practice  is  correct,  he  would  be  entitled  to  two 
notices.  There  is  no  authority  for  such  practice.  The  motion 
for  relief  on  default  of  answer  brings  the  whole  matter  before 
the  court  for  final  determination,  and  it  may  take  the  proof 
necessary  "  to  enable  it  to  give  judgment,"  or  send  it  to  a 
referee  for  the  same  purpose,  never  losing  its  control  of  the 
application  for  the  final  judgment,  which  it  obtained  by  the 
original  notice  of  motion.  The  Tlst  rule  of  the  court  making 
special  provision  for  such  references  in  foreclosure  cases,  makes 
no  provision  for  filing  the  referee's  report,  and  as  it  is  a  special 
rule,  it  excepts  this  class  of  references  out  of  the  general  pro- 
visions of  rule  32.  The  defendant's  motion  is  denied,  the 
plaintiff's  proceedings  being  regular  in  all  respects. 

Motion  denied. 
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Phebe  S.  Btndebb  v.  Jqhn  J.  Crane  and  Another,  Executors 
OF  THE  Will  &o.,  of  William  E.  Burton,  deceased. 

The  statatee  of  ISAB  and  1849,  in  relation  to  married  women,  did  not  alter  the 
conmion  law  role,  inyalidating  direct  gifts  from  husband  to  wife. 

Bat  where  the  conveyance  is  made  to  the  wife  by  a  tliird  person,  for  a  consideration 
paid  by  the  husband,  the  courts  wiU  not,  except  on  the  application  of  a  creditor 
of  the  husband,  question  the  wife's  title.  Still  less  wiU  the  third  person  who 
made  the  conveyance,  be  permitted  to  question  the  wife's  title  so  far  as  it 
depends  upon  the  consideration  flowing  from  her  to  her  husband. 

Where  a  husband  procured  promissory  notes,  to  be  made  to  his  wife  by  a  third 
person,  on  a  consideration  paid  by  himself  held  that  the  wife  might  maintain  an 
action  on  the  notes  against  the  maker,  in  her  individual  name, 

A  corrupt  and  illegal  agreement,  made  between  the  husband  and  the  maker  of  the 
notes,  subsequeutiy  to  their  execution  and  delivery,  but  to  which  the  wife  waa 
neither  a  party  or  privy,  by  which  the  husband  was,  as  a  part  of  the  considera- 
tion,  for  the  agreement  on  his  part,  to  ^ve  up  the  notes  in  question,  will  not 
affect  the  wife's  right  of  action  on  the  notes. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants,  from  a  judgment  entered  on 
the  verdict  of  a  jury,  at  trial  term. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff,  the  wife  of  Isaiah 
Rynders,  on  two  promissory  notes,  dated  May  1,  1869,  made 
by  one  William  E.  Burton,  each  for  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars,  without  interest,  payable  to  the  order  of  the  plaintiff, 
one  note  being  made  payable  two  years,  and  the  other  four 
years  after  date. 

The  defenses  set  up  were  (1)  the  coverture  of  the  plaintiff; 
that  the  notes  in  suit  formed  no  part  of  her  separate  property, 
and  that  her  husband  was  a  necessary  party  plaintiff.  (2)  That 
the  only  consideration  of  the  notes,  if  any,  were  certain  illegal 
services  alleged  to  have  been  rendered  by  Isaiah  Rynders,  with 
reference  to  the  leasing  and  purchasing  by  the  United  Statesy 
of  certain  real  estate  in  Chambers  Street,  belonging  to  Burton, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


340  OOUBT    OP    COMMON   PLEAS. 

Rynders  t.  Crane. 

in  which  the  United  States  Courts  were  held,  Eynders  being  at 
the  time  United  States  Marshal,  and  one  of  the  officers  of  those 
Courts. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial,  that  Burton  had  been  in  the  habit 
of  borrowing  money  from  "Rynders,  for  which  due  bills  were 
taken  by  Rynders ;  that  in  the  autumn  of  1858,.  the  amount  of 
those  due  bills  was  about  $3,000 ,  that  at  that  time  Burton  and 
Rynders  had  a  meeting  in  Baltimore,  which  resulted  in  Burton's 
giving  Rynders  the  notes  in  suit,  and  at  the  same  time  entering 
into  the  following  agreement  with  him  : — 

"  It  is  hereby  agreed  that  if  the  property  in  Chambers  street, 
New  York,  known  as  *  Burton's  Theatre,'  and  now  occupied  as 
U.  S.  Court  Rooms,  be  purchased  by  the  U.  S.  Government,  by 
or  before  the  term  limited  in  the  agreement,  being  three  yean 
from  the  first  day  of  May,  1858,  at  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  that  Isaiah  Rynders,  U.  S.  Marshal, 
shall  receive  the  sum  of  Fifteen  Thousand  Dollars  out  of  the 
purchase  money,  on  condition  that  he  resigns  the  notes  he  now 
holds,  and  dated  May  1st,  1859,  for  two  thousand  dollars,  at 
twenty-four  months  after  date,  payable  to  Mrs.  Rynders,  or  or- 
der, and  another  of  the  same  date,  at  forty-eight  months  after 
date,  for  same  sum,  payable  to  same  party,  and  also  allow  one 
thousand  dollars  to  be  deducted  from  same  sum  of  fifteen 
thousand  dollars,  as  cash  paid,  besides  the  two  notes  above 
stated. 

Nov.  26, 1858.  W.  E.  Bubton. 

A  witness  testified  to  an  interview  with  Burton,  in  the 
spring  or  summer  of  1859,  in  which  Burton  stated  that  he  had 
settled  all  his  accounts  with  Rynders,  and  that  he  gave  him  two 
notes,  one  for  two  years,  and  one  for  four  years,  for  the  amount, 
that  he  had  given  them  to  Mr.  Rynders,  in  favor  of  Mrs. 
Rynders,  for  the  due  bills,  and  in  settlement  of  all  their  money 
transactions,  and  as  an  inducement  to  Mr.  Rynders  to  get  passed 
the  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  property,  and  also,  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  for  Mr.  Rynders,  for  he  thought  he 
would  go  out  of  office  without  a  dollar. 

Another  witness  also  gave  evidence  for  the  plaintifT,  to  the 
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effect  that  Burton  had  money  traDsactions  with  Eynders  prior 
to  the  antnmn  of  1858,  the  gross  amount  of  which  was  two  or 
three  thousand  dollars. 

The  plaintiff  testified  to  the  effect,  that  she  had  given  no 
consideration  for  the  notes,  that  her  husband  made  her  a  prea- 
ent  of  them,  and  that  they  had  always  been  in  his  possession, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  days,  during  which  they  had  been 
in  a  bureau  drawer  in  their  house. 

The  counsel  for  the  defendants  moved  to  dismiss  the  com- 
plaint, on  the  ground,  (1,)  that  the  plaintifi  suing  alone,  could* 
not  maintain  the  action ;  and  (2,)  that  the  notes  were  con- 
nected with,  and  tainted  by,  the  illegal  contract  with  Mr. 
Eynders,  the  same  forming  a  part  of  the  consideration  of  the 
notes,  or  a  part  of  the  inducement  that  caused  the  making  of 
the  notes. 

The  Court  denied  the  motion,  to  which  the  defendant 
excepted. 

The  Court  charged  the  jury  as  follows : — 

There  are  but  two  practical  questions  in  this  case :  one^ 
whether  the  action  can  be  maintained  in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Ryn- 
ders, to  whom  the  notes  in  the  suit  are  made  payable,  and  the 
other,  whether  the  notes  were  given  for  money  loaned.  The 
notes  are  drawn  and  payable  one  for  two  years,  and  the 
other  for  four  years.  Whether  they  embrace  the  amount  of 
the  money  claimed  to  be  loaned,  with  legal  interest  from  the 
time  they  were  payable,  or  whether  they  were  given  in  whole,  or 
in  part,  for  services  rendered,  or  to  be  rendered,  by  Mr.  Eynders, 
in  obtaining  the  passage  of  an  Act  of  Congress  for  the  purchase 
of  certain  premises  in  Chambers  Street,  to  be  used  for  govern- 
ment purposes,  and  which  were  used  subsequently  for  the 
United  States  Court  rooms,  are  the  questions  to  be  considered. 
The  first  question  is  chiefly  a  question  of  law,  the  solution  of 
which  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  transfer  of  the  notes  to 
Mrs.  Eynders ;  but  before  adverting  to  it,  it  might  be  proper 
that  I  should  say  to  you,  that  the  law  in  respect  to  married 
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women  has  undei^one,  especially  in  this  state,  a  very  material 
change.  For  several  centuries,  the  law  upon  this  subject,  in  this 
country  and  in  England,  was  in  marked  contrast  with  the  law 
of  every  other  portion  of  the  civilized  world.  By  what  is 
called  the  common  law,  all  that  a  wife  possessed  before  her 
marriage  became  the  property  of  her  husband — in  common 
parlauce,  '^  what  was  hers,  was  her  husband's,  and  what  was 
his,  was  his  own ;"  she  could  possess  nothing,  and  could  trans- 
fer nothing  during  her  life  time,  nor  could  she  bequeath  any- 
thing at  her  death.  This  law  would  have  been  abrogated 
long  ago,  if  means  had  not  been  discovered  to  mitigate  its 
injustice.  The  hardships  of  it  were  particularly  felt  in  cases 
where  the  husband  was  tyrannical,  improvident  or  worthless, 
and  it  frequently  presented  spectacles  like  that  of  the  cele- 
brated Lord  Byron,  who  abandoned  his  wife  and  family,  and 
lived  in  a  state  of  adultery  with  a  woman  of  title,  on  the 
avails  of  his  wife's  personal  and  real  property,  which  the  law 
of  England  gave  him.  The  moral  sense  of  the  community, 
especially  in  this  State,  rose  up  against  this  injustice,  and  it 
led  to  the  passage  of  several  enabling  statutes,  which  placed, 
in  a  very  great  degree,  the  wife's  separate  property  under  her 
0¥m  control,  as  it  is  in  the  nations  of  Europe  except  England. 
At  a  comparatively  early  period,  provisions  were  made  to 
evade  the  oppression  of  the  common  law,  and  one  of  them 
was  the  creation  of  what  was  called  a  ''  separate  use  to  the 
wife."  A  certain  branch  of  the  administration  of  the  law  in 
Chancery  and  the  Courts  of  equity,  recognized  the  propriety 
A  of  settlements  made  by  parents  upon  their  daughters,  in  what 
was  called  "  marriage  settlements,"  and  enforced  such  settle- 
ments strictly  upon  the  husband ;  and  afterwards,  they  recog- 
nized the  property  given  in  marriage  for  the  wife's  separ- 
ate use,  whether  the  property  was  real  or  personal,  in  the 
hands  of  a  trustee ;  and  finally,  they  came  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  property  might  be  transferred  in  this  way  to  the 
wife's  separate  use,  without  a  trustee,  and  without  writing. 
Such  was  the  condition  of  the  law,  when  the  statutes  to  which 
I  have  referred  were  passed.     The  second  of  these  statutes 
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was  passed  in  the  year  1849,  by  which  the  right  of  married 
women  to  take  property,  real  or  personal,  by  inheritance  or 
by  gift,  was  expressly  provided  for ;  and  afterwards,  in  the  years 
1860  and  1862,  this  law  was  very  much  enlarged. 

The  transaction  which  we  have  under  consideration,  occurred 
in  the  year  1858,  and  is  therefore  governed  by  the  law  as  it  then 
stood ;  and  as  the  law  then  stood,  a  promissory  note,  drawn 
payable  to  a  married  woman,  could,  if  it  were  to  be  transferred 
afterwards,  be  transferred,  not  by  the  endorsement  of  the  woman 
herself,  but  by  the  endorsement  of  her  husband.  This  was  ex- 
pressly held  in  a  well  known  English  case.  If  it  were  to  be 
prosecuted,  and  an  action  brought  for  the  recovery  of  it,  the 
action  could  be  brought  only  in  the  name  of  the  husband  and 
wife  conjointly.  The  law  in  this  respect  was  changed  in  this 
State,  and  provisions  made,  that  in  all  actions  relating  to  the 
wife's  separate  property,  an  action  might  be  brought  in  the  name 
of  the  wife  alone,  without  joining  the  husband,  trustee,  or  any 
other  person. 

In  this  case,  the  facts  stated  in  respect  to  those  notes,  so  far 
as  regards  the  right  of  Mrs.  Kynders  to  them,  show  that  they 
were  given  for  money  loaned  by  Mr.  Rynders,  at  various 
periods,  to  Mr.  Burton,  and  prior  to  the  time  of  making  those 
notes,  and  also,  that  when  they  were  made,  there  were  sugges- 
tions made  by  Mr.  Burton,  that  Mr.  Kynders,  probably,  would 
go  out  of  ofSce  without  anything,  and  that  it  might  be  desirable 
to  make  the  notes  payable  to  Mrs.  Kynders,  and  payable  at  a 
long  period — at  all  events,  beyond  the  period  of  his  continuance 
in  oflSce.  To  this,  Mr.  Kynders  assented,  which  was  virtually 
transferring  the  property  in  the  notes  to  Mrs.  Kynders,  and  the 
notes  were  made  payable  to  her.  This  coincides  with  a  case  de- 
cided by  Baron  Parke,  which  was  an  action  upon  a  promissory 
note  made  to  a  wife.  "  A  promissory  note,"  he  said,  "  is  not  a 
personal  chattel  in  possession,  but  a  chose  in  action,  of  a  pecu- 
liar nature,  which  may  be  transferred  according  to  the  custom  of 
merchants ;  when  a  chose  in  action  as  well  as  a  promissory  note 
is  given  to  the  wife,  the  husband  may  elect  to  let  the  wife  have 
the  benefit  of  it."  The  question  arose  in  this  case,  after  the 
wife's  death,  whether  the  husband  could  sue  upon  the  note,  and 
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the  court  held  that  he  conld  not,  that  it  was  a  chose  in  action ; 
that  it  had  never  been  reduced  by  him  to  possession,  by  the 
husband,  and  that  the  wife  having  died,  and  he  conld  not 
maintain  an  action  upon  the  note. 

In  this  particular  case,  there  is,  in  my  judgment,  nothing  in 
the  law  which  precludes  a  transfer  of  this  note  to  Mrs.  Kynders. 
There  are  no  persons  that  can  be  interested,  unless  it  should  be 
creditors.  If  Mr.  Eynders,  at  the  time,  was  insolvent,  of  course 
the  transfer  would  not  be  good  as  against  his  creditors,  but 
where  nothing  of  that  kind  exists,  I  know  nothing  in  the  law 
to  prevent  a  husband  from  transferring  property  by  gift,  or 
otherwise,  to  his  wife. 

The  whole  question  in  the  case,  is  whether  it  was  a  transfer 
of  this  nature. 

Burton,  it  is  claimed,  owed  Rynders  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
for  which  he  had  agreed  to  give  Eynders  obligations  promising 
to  pay  it  in  several  sums  at  expressed  periods,  and  instead  of 
making  the  notes  payable  to  Mr.  Eynders,  it  was  agreed  to 
make  them  payable  to  Mrs.  Eynders,  and  vest  the  property  in 
her,  as  her  separate  property. 

It  then  became  a  chose  in  action,  and  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion as  to  tlie  right  of  Mrs.  Eynders  to  maintain  an  action  in 
her  own  name,  the  moment  it  becomes  a  part  of  her  separate 
estate.  The  only  question  for  you  to  pass  upon,  is  the  intention 
of  the  parties — whether  their  intention  was  to  transfer  the  notes 
to  Mrs.  Eynders ;  and  the  only  point  of  difficulty  on  that  ques- 
tion is,  that  the  notes  were  afterwards  handed  back  by  Mrs. 
Eynders,  to  her  husband,  and  placed  by  him  in  the  safe  in  his 
oflBce.  I  will  leave  the  whole  question  to  you,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  to  say  what  the  intention  of  the  parties  was  as  regards  this 
transfer.  If  you  should  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  the  notes 
were  transferred  without  any  collusion,  then  I  know  of  no  law 
which  would  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  suing  in  her  own  name. 

It  is  stated  that  there  were  various  loans  made  by  Mr.  Kyn- 
ders to  Mr.  Burton,  daring  the  life-time  of  the  latter,  which, 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  principal  witness,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, amounted  to  something  over  $3,000  dollars — the  precise 
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amount  he  was  unable  to  recollect,  the  dne  bills  not  being  in 
existence.  I  do  not  propose  to  go  over  the  evidence  as  detailed 
by  the  witness,  both  on  his  direct  and  cross-examination.  It 
was  given  with  considerable  minuteness  and  particularity. 

I  am  requested  to  say,  in  respect  to  that  species  of  evidence, 
what  the  law  is.  It  has  been  said  by  judges,  commentators  and 
writers  on  the  law,  that  evidence  of  admissions  or  confessions 
given  in  the  course  of  conversation  are  very  unsafe,  for  the 
reason  that  such  evidence  maybe  easily  fabricated,  and  difficult 
to  contradict  where  the  person  who  made  the  confession  or  ad- 
mission is,  as  in  this  case,  dead.  It  is  subject  moreover,  as  all 
evidence  of  this  character  must  be,  to  the  possibility  of  mis- 
conception on  the  part  of  the  person  to  whom  the  conversation 
was  addressed.  It  is  not  an  unfrequent  occurrence,  when  two 
parties  are  examined  in  respect  to  a  conversation,  that  a  material 
difference  exists  between  them  as  to  what  was  said,  or  their 
understanding  of  it.  I  shall  only  say  to  you,  that  in  regard 
to  testimony  of  this  kind,  you  must  judge  from  your  own 
impression  of  the  witnesses.  It  would  not  be  proper  that  I 
should  say  anything  further  upon  the  subject — ^twelve  men  are 
much  more  competent  to  form  a  correct  conclusion  in  such  a 
matter  than  one  could  be.  I  leave  the  question  entirely  to  you 
to  determine. 

As  to  this  contract  of  Mr.  Burton's,  promising  to  pay  to  Mr. 
Rynders  $15,000,  if  an  Act  of  Congress  should  be  passed  for 
the  purchase  of  the  premises  in  Chambers  Street,  at  the  sum  of 
$215,000,  is  wholly  void.  If  these  notes  depended  at  all  upon 
the  validity  of  that  contract,  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  plaintiff 
cannot  recover,  and  Mr.  Eynders  will  be  compelled  to  sue  upon 
the  original  consideration. 

I  was  asked  by  counsel  to  charge,  that  as  matter  of  law, 
there  can  be  no  recovery  on  the  notes,  because  they  were  made 
under  the  contemplation- of  an  illegal  contingency  which  did 
not  happen.    1  decline  to  do  so. 

Exceptions  were  taken  to  portions  of  the  charge.  The  jury 
rendered  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  for  the  amount  of  the  notes, 
and  interest. 
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The  defendants  appealed  from  the  judgment  entered  on  the 
verdict. 

Cram  <&  Hdbinsojij  for  appellants. 

Molmes  (&  McKeag^  and  Luther  H.  Marsh,  for  respondent. 

By  the  Coubt.* — Joseph  F.  Daly,  J. — The  qnestion  first 
to  be  considered  in  this  case,  is  whether  Mrs.  Kjnders  can  main- 
tain this  action  without  joining  her  husband  as  plaintiff,  or 
Waiting  until  she  obtained  title  to  the  notes  by  his  death.  Her 
husband,  Isaiah  Ejnders,  by  giving  certain  considerations  to 
Wm.  E.  Burton,  procured  Burton  to  execute  to  the  order  of 
Mrs.  Rynders  two  negotiable  promissory  notes,  dated  May  1, 
1859,  each  for  $2,000,  without  interest,  one  payable  two  years 
and  the  other  four  years  after  date.  Burton  delivered  these 
two  notes  to  Mr.  Rynders,  who  took  them  and  gave  them  to 
his  wife,  saying  "  there  was  a  present  for  her,''  and  she 
thanked  him. 

After  the  death  of  Burton,  she  indorsed  the  notes  to  have 
them  sued  upon,  at  the  request  of  her  husband,  and  delivered 
them  to  him  for  that  purpose.  She  stated  that  she  gave  no 
consideration  for  the  notes,  but  also  states  that  she  gave  to  her 
husband  a  portion  of  the  patrimony  received  by  her  several 
years  before.  The  parties  were  married  in  1864,  and  the  notes 
of  Burton  were  procured  and  delivered  to  her  in  1859. 

This  action  was  commenced  in  1863. 

At  common  law,  the  plaintiff  would  have  had  no  right  of 
action.  Even  though  Burton  had  made  the  notes  payable  to 
Mrs.  Eynder's  order,  and  her  husband  had  delivered  them  to 
her,  he  had  the  right  to  repossess  himself  of  them,  to  receive 
payment  of  them  and  to  sue  for  and  collect  them  from  the 
maker.  His  gift  of  them  to  his  wife  conferred  on  her  no  right 
of  which  he  could  not  divest  her  at  will  during  his  life-time,  and^ 
only  upon  his  death  would  the  right  of  action  ensue  to  her. 
—  —  -I        ,  I,  I  •.■■■  — -x— ' 

*  Present,  Loew,  Larremore  and  J.  F.  Daly,  J.  J. 
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Thifl  rule  Las  been  settled  beyond  dispute.    {Oatea  v.  Madeley^ 
6  Mees.  &  Welsby,  426.) 

The  husband  could  not  procure  any  conveyance  to  his  wife 
of  personal  property  which  he  could  not  immediately  after- 
wards reduce  to  his  own  possession,  and  no  declarations  or  acts 
of  his  could  confer  on  her  more  than  the  right  of  survivorship. 
The  Act  of  1848,  however,  prevented  the  husband  possessing 
himself  of  property  belonging  to  his  wife,  and  the  act  of  1849 
prevented  his  possessing  himself,  by  marital  right,  of  any  prop- 
erty she  might  acquire  by  gift  from  any  person  save  himself.^ 
So  far  as  direct  gifts  from  husband  to  wife  are  concerned,  the 
common  law  is  unaltered. 

A  husband  cannot  make  direct  conveyance  to  his  wife  ex- 
cept under  the  terms  of  the  statute.  But  where  a  third  person 
conveys  to  the  wife,  the  Statutes  of  1848  and  1849  vest  the 
property  in  her  without  question. 

It  may  be  that  where  the  consideration  of  such  conveyance 
is  paid  by  the  husband,  the  interposition  of  a  third  person  is  a 
device  to  make  the  laws  of  1848  and  1849  operative  and  escape 
the  common  law  disability. 

But  this  question  the  Courts  will  never  inquire  into  save  on 
the  application  of  a  creditor  of  the  husband;  no  other  person, 
still  less  the  very  third  party  who  made  the  conveyance  or  his 
personal  representatives,  will  be  permitted  to  question  the  title 
of  the  wife  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  the  consideration  flowing 
from  her  to  her  husband. 

In  this  case  the  notes  in  suit  are  not  to  be  deemed  a  gift 
from  Mr.  Eynders  to  Mrs.  Eynders  in  the  view  of  the  common 
law,  but  are  to  be  considered  as  a  conveyance  to  Mrs.  Eynders 
from  Burton,  or  rather  a  contract  between  her  and  Burton  in 
which  the  husband  has  no  concern.  Mr.  Eynders  had  a  right 
to  make  over  a  consideration  to  Burton  to  induce  the  latter  to 
enter  into  an  obligation  with  a  third  party,  and  that  this  third 
party  is  the  wife  of  Eynders  does  not  affect  the  liability  of 
Barton  in  his  contract :  his  contract  is  with  the  wife  alone ;  he 
18  liable  to  her  alone,  and  his  rights  are  fiilly  protected  by  an 
adjudication  in  the  action  brought  by  her.    It  is  now  impossi- 
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ble  for  Mr.  Eynders  to  pursue  Mr.  Burton's  estate  for  any  debt 
which  formed  the  consideration  of  these  notes,  even  if  the  right 
of  action  continued  in  Eynders  notwithstanding  the  notes, 
since  the  Statute  of  limitations  would  prevent  such  an  attempt, 
and  it  is  diiBcult  to  see  what  wrong  can  be  done  by  suffenDg 
the  action  in  its  present  shape  to  proceed. 

The  only  valid  plea  of  the  defendants  to  this  action  is  the 
validity  of  the  consideration  of  the  notes  as  between  Barton 
and  Mr.  Bynders.  The  defendants  claim  that  the  notes  are 
void  because  they  are  mentioned  in  the  illegal  agreement  made 
by  Burton  and  dated  Nov.  26, 1858.  They  do  not  appear  to 
be  any  part  of  the  consideration  of  that  agreement.  If  that 
corrupt  agreement  were  carried  out  it  would  appear  that  Eyn- 
ders and  not  Burton  was  to  pay  the  notes.  Burton  had  made 
the  notes  to  Mrs.  Eynders  and  was  prima  facie  liable  upon 
them.  He  then  agrees  to  pay  Eynders  $15,000  on  a  corrupt 
consideration ;  but  this  $15,000  was  not  to  be  paid  unless  Eyn- 
ders should  resign  these  two  notes. 

They  were  the  wife's  property,  and  the  presumption  must  be 
that  Eynders  in  order  to  get  them,  to  deliver  up  to  Burton 
must  purchase  the  notes  from  his  wife,  and  this  before  the  last 
one  was  due.  This  corrupt  agreement  does  not  on  its  face  af 
feet  the  wife.  She  holds  a  claim  against  Burton,  and  the  latter 
enters  into  an  illegal  bargain  whereby  Eynders  is  to  pay  them. 

She  is  not  a  party  nor  privy  to  this  bargain ;  whether  it 
holds,  or  not,  she  has  her  claim  against  the  maker  providing 
there  is  a  good  consideration  to  sustain  them.  The  defendants 
then  introduce  testimony  of  the  declarations  of  Burton  to  a 
third  party  (Burton  being  dead  at  the  time  of  the  trial)  to  slow 
that  these  notes  were  given  by  him  to  Eynders  as  part  of  the 
corrupt  bargain  which  resulted  in  the  illegal  agreement  of  Ifov. 
26, 1858  ;  the  plaintiff  introduces  testimony  to  show  that,  wholly 
apart  from  that  bargain,  Burton  was  before  Nov.  26, 1858,  in- 
debted to  Eynders  in  about  $3,000,  for  borrowed  monej  for 
which  due  bills  were  held  by  Eynders.  Burton  went  to  Balti- 
more with  an  enclosure  for  Eynders  containing  the  due  bills 
to  meet  Eynders  and  effect  a  settlement  with  the  latter,  and  in 
the  spring  or  summer  of  1859  Eynders  returned  with  the  notes. 
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The  whole  testimony  was  sufficient  to  warrant  a  finding  that 
the  settlement  was  concluded  on  the  basis  of  giving  the  notes 
for  the  due  bills :  Burton  said  it  was  so,  and  the  long  time  the 
notes  were  to  run,  taken  with  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  amount 
of  interest  then  accrued  on  the  due  bills,  added  to  the  legal  in- 
terest which  was  included  in  the  notes  for  the  time  they  were 
to  run,  might  have  properly  made  up  the  full  face  of  the  notes. 
The  question  was  one  of  fact  and  was  wholly  left  to  the  jury 
by  the  exceedingly  full  and  fair  charge  of  Chief  Justice  Daly, 
who  presided  at  the  trial.  . 

*  The  ju;*y  found  for  the  plaintiflf,  and  the  evidence  was  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  the  verdict.  This  disposes  of  the  case.  The 
judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Nelson  MoStea  v.  Edward  Matthkws,  Impleaded  &o. 

A  state  of  war  cannot  exist  between  the  United  States  and  any  foreign  power, 
or  batween  it  and  any  portion  of  its  own  citizens,  nntil  a  state  of  war  has  been 
recognized  by  the  Ck>ngress  of  the  United  States. 

The  late  rebeUion  of  the  Southern  States  was  not  snch  a  state  of  war  as  to  dissolve 
a  copartnership  between  a  resident  of  an  insurrectionary  and  a  resident  of  a 
loyal  State,  untU  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  July  13th,  1861,  recog- 
nizing a  state  of  war. 

Edd^  therefore,  in  an  action  against  a  copartnership,  composed  of  citizens  of  Loni- 
siana  and  a  citizen  of  New  York,  upon  an  acceptance  made  by  the  firm  prior  to 
the  passage  of  the  Act  of  Jnly  18th,  1861,  that  the  latter  was  liable,  bnt  he  was 
not  liable  for  obligations  contracted  in  the  firm  name  subsequent  to  the  passage 
of  that  act. 

Where  in  an  action  against  a  copartnership  on  an  acceptance  by  it,  a  party  is 
shown  to  have  acted  as  a  partner,  and  to  have  accepted  the  drafts  in  suit  in  the 
firm  name,  he  is  estopped  from  denying  the  copartnership. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  Matthews  from  a  judgment  entered 
on  the  verdict  of  a  jury  at  trial  term. 
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The  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  amount  of  two 
acceptances  and  a  promiBsory  note,  alleged  to  have  been  made 
by  the  defendants  as  copartners  under  the  firm  name  of  Brander, 
Chambliss  &  Co. 

The  defendant  Matthews  interposed  the  defense  that  he  was 
not  a  member  of  the  firm  at  the  time  the  acceptances  were 
given  and  the  promissory  note  was  made,  the  firm,  as  allied, 
having  been  previously  dissolved. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  the  defendant  and  appeDant 
Matthews  resided,  at  the  time  the  acceptances  and  note  were 
given,  in  New  York,  the  other  defendants  being  residents  of 
New  Orleans, 

It  also  appeared  that  on  the  27th  day  of  March,  1861,  the 
defendants  Chambliss,  Brander,  Junior,  and  Matthews,  acting 
for  himself  as  well  as  the  attorney  in  fact  of  James  S.  Brander, 
Senior,  executed  certain  partnership  articles,  by  which  they 
agreed  to  form  a  limited  partnership,  which  was  to  commence 
on  the  date  of  the  copartnership  agreement  and  continue  until 
the  1st  day  of  July,  1862,  unless  sooner  dissolved,  as  provided. 
James  S.  Brander,  Junior,  Chambliss  and  Matthews  were  to  be 
general  partners,  and  James  S.  Brander,  Senior,  a  special  part- 
ner. 

At  the  time  of  the  execution  of  these  articles  of  copartner- 
ship James  S.  Brander,  Senior,  was  in  the  island  of  Nassau,  and 
the  partnership  agreement  provided  that  a  copy  thereof  should 
be  immediately  transmitted  to  him  for  his  approval,  and  in  case 
of  his  refusal  the  agreement  should  become  null  and  void. 

A  copy  of  the  copartnership  agreement  was  transmitted  to 
him,  and  was  received  by  him  in  May,  1861,  and  he  at  once 
refused  to  give  his  assent. 

In  the  meantime  the  firm  of  Brander,  Chambliss  &  Co.  went 
on  with  the  proposed  business,  the  defendant  Matthews  taking 
an  active  part  in  its  management. 

On  the  23d  day  of  April,  1861,  at  New  Orleans,  a  draft  was 
drawn  bearing  that  date,  for  $8,050  6-100  on  Brander,  Cham- 
bliss &  Co.,  and  accepted  by  them. 

The  testimony  was  conflicting  whether  that  draft  was  ac- 
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cepted  in  the  name  of  the  firm  by  James  S.  Brander,  Junior, 
or  by  the  defendant  Matthews, 

On  the  26th  day  of  April,  1861,  the  defendant  Matthews, 
acting  for  the  firm  of  Brander,  Ohambliss  &  Co.,  executed  a 
power  of  attorney  appointing  one  Burke  the  attorney  in  fact 
of  the  said  firm. 

Prior  to  April  23d,  1861,  the  State  of  Louieianahad  seceded 
from  the  United  States.  On  the  15th  of  April  and  19th  of 
April,  1861,  the  President  by  his  proclamation  declared  that 
the  insurrection  existed,  and  that  the  ports  of  Louisiana,  with 
those  of  other  Southern  States,  were  under  blockade. 

On  {he  13th  day  of  July,  1861,  an  Act  of  Congress  was 
passed,  authorizing  the  President  to  issue  a  proclamation  de- 
claring the  inhabitants  of  any  State  where  insurrection  existed 
in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States,  and  the 
Act  declared  that  thereupon  "  all  commercial  intercourse'"  by 
and  between  the  same  and  the  citizens  ^'  thereof  and  the  citizens 
of  the  rest  of  the  United  States  "  shall  cease  and  be  unlawful  so 
^'  long  as  such  condition  of  hostilities  shall  continue,"  and  on 
the  16th  of  August,  1861,  the  President  issued  his  proclamation 
declaring  Louisiana  with  other  States  in  a  state  of  insurrection 
against  the  United  States,  and  forbidding  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  inhabitants  of  such  States. 

In  October,  1861,  Brander  &  Ohambliss  published  a  notice 
of  the  dissolution  of  the  firm  of  Brander,  Ohambliss  &  Co.,  and 
of  the  withdrawal  of  the  defendant  Matthews  therefrom. 

On  the  26th  day  of  February,  1862,  at  New  Orleans,  a 
draft  was  drawn  bearing  that  date  on  Brander,  Chambliss,  & 
Co.  for  $1,169  99  and  accepted  by  them  *'per  G.  Burke,  atty.," 
and  on  the  same  day  another  draft  was  drawn  for  $107  97  and 
accepted  in  the  same  way,  and  on  the  2d  day  of  January,  1862, 
the  firm,  "per  6.  Burke,"  gave  their  promissory  note  for 
$864  25.  This  action  was  brought  upon  the  three  drafts  and 
promissory  note. 

The  jury  were  instructed  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
for  the  fuU  amount  claimed,  and  from  the  judgment  entered 
upon  this  verdict  Matthews  appealed. 
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John  Skervoood^  for  appellant. 

L  The  copartnership  agreement  was  rendered  absolutely 
void  by  the  disapproval  of  Mr.  Brander,  Sr.  But  if  any  co- 
partnership ever  existed,  it  was  dissolved  by  Brander  &  Chamb- 
liss  on  the  21st  of  October,  1861,  by  the  publication  of  a  notice 
of  dissolution  of  the  firm  by  the  members  in  New  Orleans. 

II.  If  any  copartnership  existed,  it  was  dissolved  as  to  the 
defendant  Matthews,  a  resident  of  New  York,  by  the  war  of 
the  rebellion,  and  he  cannot  be  held  liable  upon  any  contracts 
of  the  firm  made  after  the  war  began.  The  State  of  Louisiana 
had  seceded  from  the  United  States  prior  to  April  23d,  1861. 
The  proclamations  of  President  Lincoln  of  April  15th  and 
April  19th,  1861,  declared  that  the  insurrection  existed  and  the 
ports  of  Louisiana  (among  those  of  other  States)  to  be  under 
blockade. 

The  President,  by  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress  (July 
13th,  1861,)  did,  by  proclamation  of  16th  of  August,  1861,  de- 
clare Louisiana  and  other  States  in  a  state  of  insurrection 
against  the  United  States  and  forbode  all  commercial  inter- 
course with  the  inhabitants  of  such  States. 

The  state  of  war  existed  without  any  formal  declaration. 
All  the  people  of  each  State  in  insurrection  against  the  United 
States  must  be  regarded  as  enemies.  {J%e  Venice^  2  Wallace, 
274;  Mtb.  Alexomder'a  CotUm^  2  Id,  404.) 

Partnership  as  to  enemies  is  impossible.  The  existence  of 
a  state  of  hostilities  between  the  countries  renders  illegal  all 
commercial  intercourse  between  their  citizens.  {GhrisuxM^. 
Waddington,  15  Johns.  57  ;  16  Ih.  438 ;  The  Rapid,  8  Cranch, 
155 ;  Scholefidd  v.  Eichdberger,  7  Peters,  585.)  Notice  of  the 
dissolution  is  unnecessary,  for  war  itself  is  notice.  {Case  of 
the  William  BagaHA/,  5  Wallace,  507;  Hanger  y.  AhhoUj6Id. 
635;  Swinnerton  v.  The  ColumUa  Ins.  Co,j  37  N.  T.  178; 
Sanderson  v.  Morgan^  39  N.  Y.  231 ;  AUen  v.  Bussd^  12  Amer. 
Law  Keg.  302 ;  BiUgerry  v.  Branchy  17  Ih.  33 ;  Coppdl  y.HM, 
7  Wallace,  555.) 

III.  This  action  was  commenced  March  4th,  1864,  and  the 
plaintiff  is  and  was  a  resident  of  Louisiana,  and  during  the 
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existence  of  the  war  had  no  status  in  the  courts  of  this  State. 
There  is  no  proof  of  his  having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance. 
{Sanderson  v.  JUargan,  39  K  Y.  231.) 

IV.  All  contracts  between  citizens  of  the  diflTerent 
States  being  absolutely  void,  after  April  15th,  1861,  the  de- 
fendant is  not  estopped  by  his  acts,  such  as  letters  written  by 
him  after  that  date,  from  setting  up  the  defense  of  dissolution 
of  copartnership.  The  defense  is  allowed  not  for  the  sake  of  a 
defendant,  but  for  the  law  itself,  (firvnjodd  v.  WaddvngUm^ 
16  Johns.  484;  Coppdl  v.  Hda,  7  WaUace,  558.) 

V.  The  plaintiff  cannot  recover  interest.  {Jackson  Ins.  Co. 
V.  Stewart^  XJ.  S.  Cir.  for  Maryland,  Araer.  Law  R^.,  N.  S. 
Vol.  6,  732 ;  Tucker  v.  Watson,  ib.  220,  2  Nott  &  McOord, 
498 ;  WaU  v.  Robson,  2  Nott  &  McCord,  258,  2  Oranch,  272, 
3  Ih.  54  (J.  Washington),  Peters  0.  0.  R  496.) 

Martin  <b  Smith  and  Augustus  IB.  Smithy  for  respondents. 

!••  The  evidence  that  Matthews  was  a  partner  was  complete 
without  any  reference  to  the  articles  of  agreement  or  the  private 
stipulations  of  the  parties.  (2  Greenleaf  s  Ev.  §  479 ;  OoUyer 
on  Part.  §770.) 

II.  No  such  state  of  war  existed  on  April  26th,  1861,  as 
could  affect  the  validity  of  the  notes.  A  war  to  be  a  war  must 
be  declared  or  recognized  by  Congress.  (Constitution  XJ.  S^ 
Art,  1,  §  8,  sub  §  10.)  A  state  of  actual  hostilities  is  not  con- 
clusive. (1  Kent,  Com.  55  and  61,  note  ft/  Lawrence^s  Wheaton, 
505.)  The  rebellion  is  called  an  insurrection  as  late  as  the 
Act  of  Congress  of  July  12th,  1861. 

By  the  Court  * — Yan  Brunt,  J.  The  defendant  Matthews 
claims  that  no  recovery  can  be  had  against  him  in  this  action, 
first,  because  he  was  not  at  the  time  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
drafts,  and  the  making  of  the  promissory  notes  in  suit,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Brander,  Chambliss  &  Co.,  and  second,  be- 
cause, if  the  partnership  had  been  formed,  it  had  been  dissolved 
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(1)  by  the  war  of  the  rebellion ;  (2)  by  the  refusal  of  Brander, 
Senior,  to  sanction  the  formation  of  the  firm ;  (3)  by  the  pro- 
clamation of  Aug.  16th,  1861 ;  (4)  by  the  act  of  the  parties  and 
the  notice  of  dissolntion  in  October,  1861. 

The  fact  that  Matthews  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Blun- 
der, Chambliss  &  Co.  woald  seem  to  be  sufficiently  established 
by  the  admissions  of  Matthews  himself,  contained  in  the  power 
of  attorney  to  Burke,  dated  April  26th,  1861,  wherein  be 
describes  himself  as  a  member  of  that  firm.  There  is  no  pre- 
tense ^hat  if  that  firm  was  ever  formed,  it  was  done  at  any  other 
time  than  when  the  written  articles  of  copartnership  were 
signed  on  the  27th  of  March,  1861.  In  fact,  the  witness  Burke 
testifies  that  Matthews  took  an  active  part  in  the  formation  of 
the  partnership  and  in  the  management  of  the  business  after- 
wards, and  that  during  the  time  that  he  remained  in  New  Or- 
leans, after  its  formation,  he  daily  attended  to  its  business,  and 
that  after  he  arrived  in  New  York  he  wrote  letters  frequently 
in  relation  to  the  business  of  the  firm.  Burke  further  testifies 
that  the  firm  went  on  in  their  business  without  waiting  for  the 
assent  of  James  S.  Brander,  Senior.  The  draft  of  April  23d, 
1861,  was  accepted  under  the  personal  supervision  of  Matthews. 
It  would  thus  seem  to  be  clear  that  the  defendant  Matthews 
was  a  member  of  the  firm  on  the  23d  of  April,  1861,  unless  the 
firm  had  been  dissolved  by  the  rebellion.  This  brings  us  to  the 
consideration  of  the  more  difficult  point  in  the  case,  what  effect 
did  the  rebellion  have  upon  agreements  of  this  nature  where  the 
contracting  parties  resided  in  different  sections.  Are  they  dis- 
solved by  it,  and  if  so,  when  t  I  need  not  attempt  to  show  that 
the  breaking  out  of  a  war  between  two  countries  dissolves  by 
the  mere  force  and  effect  of  war  itself  all  existing  partnerships 
between  citizens  or  subjects  of  the  two  countries.  {Oriswdd 
V.  Waddingion^  16  John,  438.)  This  principle  has  been  so  long 
settled  that  it  is  not  now  open  for  discussion. 

In  the  case  of  the  commencement  of  hostilities  between  two 
countries  there  is  no  difficulty  in  determining  when  a  war  be- 
gan, and  that  is  especially  so  as  respects  the  United  States  of 
America,  because  the  right  of  making  war  is  lodged  by  our 
Constitution  in  Congress,  and  before  it  can  exist,  it  must  be  re- 
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cognized  or  declared  by  the  war-making  power  of  the  govern- 
ment. But  in  the  case  of  a  rebellion,  civil  war  or  insurrection, 
at  first  it  might  seem  impossible  to  fix  a  general  rule  which 
would  serve  as  a  clear  and  safe  guide  to  all  persons  who  may 
have  been  engaged  in  commercial  ventures  in  the  district  in 
which  the  rebellion  or  insurrection  has  arisen. 

And  this  difficulty  arises  from  determining  when  the  in- 
snrrection  attains  the  dignity  of  war. 

Mr.  Justice  Nelson  in  his  dissenting  opinion  in  the  Prise 
cases  (2  Black,  635),  has  so  ably  and  logically  treated  this  sub- 
ject that  it  only  seems  necessary  to  quote  from  that  opinion  in 
order  to  show  what  rule  should  govern  the  case  now  under  con- 
sideration. He  says  "  In  the  case  of  a  rebellion  or  resistance  of  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  a  country  against  the  established  gov- 
ernment, there  is  no  doubt  if  in  its  progress  and  enlargement 
the  government  thus  sought  to  be  overthrown  sees  fit,  it  may 
by  the  competent  power  recognize  or  declare  the  existence  of 
a  state  of  civil  war,  which  will  draw  after  it  all  the  consequences 
and  rights  of  war  between  the  contending  parties,  as  in  the  case 
of  a  public  war." 

"  Mr.  Wheaton  observes,  speaking  of  civil  war,  'But  the  gen- 
eral usage  of  nations  regards  such  a  war  as  entitling  both  the 
contending  parties  to  all  the  rights  of  war  as  against  each  other 
and  even  as  respects  neutral  nations.'  But  before  an  insurrec- 
tion against  the  established  government  can  be  dealt  with  on 
the  footing  of  a  civil  war  within  the  meaning  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  which  will 
draw  after  it  belligerent  rights,  it  must  be  recognized  or  de- 
clared by  the  war  making  power  of  the  government.  No  pow- 
er short  of  this  can  change  the  legal  status  of  the  Government 
or  the  relations  of  its  citizens  from  that  of  peace  to  a  state  of 
war  or  bring  into  existence  all  those  duties  and  obligations  of 
neutral  third  parties  growing  out  of  a  state  of  war.  The  war 
making  power  of  the  Government  must  be  exercised  before  the 
changed  condition  of  the  Government  and  people  and  of  neutral 
third  parties  can  be  admitted.  There  is  no  difierence  in  this 
respect  between  a  civil  or  public  war." 

After  discussing  at  considerable  length  the  provisions  made 
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by  the  constitntion  and  acts  of  Congress  for  the  suppression  of 
insurrection,  the  learned  judge  continues :  "  The  war  carried  on 
by  the  President  against  the  insurrectionary  districts  in  the 
Southern  States,  as  in  the  case  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  in 
the  American  Revolution,  was  a  personal  war  against  thoee 
in  rebellion,  and  with  encouragement  and  support  of  loyal 
citizens,  with  a  view  to  their  co-operation  and  aid  in  suppressing 
the  insurgents,  with  this  difference,  as  the  war  making  power 
belonged  to  tlie  King,  he  might  have  recognized  or  declared 
the  war  at  the  beginning  to  be  a  civil  war,  which  would  draw  af 
ter  it  all  due  rights  of  a  belligerent;  but  in  the  case  of  the 
President  no  such  power  existed :  the  war,  therefore,  from  ne- 
cessity, was  a  personal  war,  until  Congress  assembled  and  acted 
upon  this  state  of  things. 

"  Down  to  this  period  the  only  enemy  recognized  by  the 
Government  was  the  persons  engaged  in  the  rebellion,  all 
others  were  peaceful  citizens,  entitled  to  all  the  privil^es  of 
citizens  under  the  constitution.  Certainly  it  cannot  rightfoUy 
be  said  that  the  President  has  the  power  to  convert  a  loyal 
citizen  into  a  belligerent  enemy  or  confiscate  his  property  as 
enemy's  property." 

On  the  13th  of  July,  1861,  Congress  having  been  assembled 
on  the  call  for  an  extra  session,  passed  an  act  authorizing  the 
President  by  proclamation  to  interdict  all  trade  and  intercourse 
between  all  the  inhabitants  of  States  in  insurrection  and  the 
rest  of  the  United  States.  In  pursuance  of  the  authority  con- 
ferred upon  him  by  that  act,  the  President  issued  his  proclam- 
ation on  the  16th  of  August,  1861,  embracing  Louisiana  and 
the  other  States  in  rebellion. 

Mr.  Justice  Nelson  observes  that  "  This  act  of  Congress 
recognized  a  state  of  civil  war  between  the  government  and  the 
confederate  States,  and  made  it  territorial.  The  act  of  Parlia- 
ment of  1776  which  converted  the  rebellion  of  the  colonies  into 
a  civil  territorial  war,  resembles,  in  its  leading  features,  the  act 
to  which  we  have  referred.  Government  in  recognizing  or  de- 
claring the  existence  of  a  civil  war  between  itself  and  a  portion 
of  the  people  in  insurrection  usually  modifies  its  effects  with  a 
view,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  favor  the  innocent  and  loyal  citi- 
zens or  subjects  involved  in  the  war.'* 
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From  the  foregoing  it  must  inevitably  follow  that  a  state  of 
war  camiot  exist  between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign  goY- 
eminent  or  the  United  States  and  a  portion  of  its  own  citizens, 
Tintil  a  state  of  war  is  recognized  by  the  war  making  power, 
which  by  onr  constitution  is  lodged  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  It  would  thus  appear  that  war  under  our  sys- 
tem of  government  can  exist  only  by  act  of  Congress,  which 
requires  the  action  of  two  of  the  great  departments  of  the 
government,  the  Executive  and  Legislative. 

The  insurrection  in  the  Southern  States  did  not  therefore, 
before  the  passage  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  July  13,  1861,  at- 
tain to  the  dignity  of  war.  This  not  only  follows  from  our 
Bjstem  of  government,  but  the  rule  thus  established  commends 
itself  to  our  good  judgment  as  establishing  a  fixed  and  certain 
point  of  time,  when  every  man  may  know  when  his  engage- 
ments with  the  residents  of  the  districts  in  insurrection  are  dis- 
solved by  the  mere  force  of  the  insurrection  or  war  itself. 

If  any  other  rule  is  adopted,  every  person  who  may  be  en- 
gaged in  business  in  that  portion  of  the  country  in  insurrection 
or  who  may  have  commercial  relations  with  the  residents  of 
fiuch  districts,  would  be  entirely  at  a  loss  to  determine  when 
commercial  intercourse  with  the  residents  of  the  insurrection- 
ary district  became  unlawful  and  when  his  engagements  with 
such  residents  had  become  suspended  by  reason  of  such  insur- 
rection. He  would  be  left  to  grope  his  way  in  th6  dark,  with- 
out any  guide  whatever  to  aid  him.  It  is  not  the  policy  oi 
the  law  to  adopt  a  rule  which  involves  uncertainty  when  pre- 
ciseness  can  be  as  easily  attained.  The  justice  of  the  rule  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Justice  Nelson  commends  itself  to  us,  not  only  be- 
cause it  is  most  in  accordance  with  the  theory  of  our  govern- 
ment, but  also  because  it  is  the  one  which  will  enable  every 
man  to  act  with  certain  knowledge  as  to  the  effects  of  his  acts, 
and  to  ascertain  when  his  commercial  intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple in  insurrection  is  illegal. 

Applying  these  principles  to  the  case  now  under  considera- 
tion, it  will  be  seen  that  the  defendant  Matthews  is  liable  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Brander,  Chambliss  and  Co.,  upon  the 
draft  for  $8,050.06  dated  New  Orleans,  April  28d,  1861,  but 
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that  this  firm  being  dissolved  by  the  recogtiition  by  CoDgrees  of 
the  existence  of  a  state  of  war  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  other  Southern  States,  he  is  not  liable 
upon  the  .other  drafts  and  the  note  mentioned  in  the  complaint 
The  judgment  must  be  reversed  with  costs  to  abide  the  event 
unless  the  plaintiff  stipulates  to  reduce  his  judgment  to  the 
amount  of  the  first  draft,  in  which  case  judgment  is  affirmed. 

Judgment  accordingly. 


Maby  Gseen  v.  John  Geeen. 

On  a  final  decree  In  a  snit  for  separation  against  the  hnsband  the  court  may  direct 
the  payment  by  the  defendant  of  a  snm,  by  way  of  counsel  fee,  to  the  pluntifTs 
attorney  for  serrices  performed  by  him  in  the  cause.  The  power  of  the  oonrt. 
conferred  by  statute,  to  require  such  payment  in  an  action  foi:  divoroe  "daring 
its  pendency/'  is  not  taken  away  by  the  final  decree  in  the  cause. 

The  amount  required  to  be  paid  to  'the  wife,  in  a  suit  for  divorce  or  sepsmtloD,  to 
enable  her  to  carry  on  the  suit,  is  discretionary  with  the  judge,  and  cannot  b« 
reviewed  on  appeal. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  part  of  a  final  decree,  en- 
tered at  special  term. 

The  action  was  brought  to  obtain  a  decree  of  separation. 

Before  issue  was  joined  an  order  was  made  allowing  the 
plaintiff  alimony  pendente  lite^  and  also  the  sum  of  $250 
toward  defraying  her  necessary  costs,  expenses  and  counsel  fees. 
The  action  was  never  tried.  The  plaintiff  made  overtures  of 
settlement,  which  were  acceded  to  by  the  defendant,  but  the 
plaintiff's  attorney  refused  to  consent  to  a  discontinuance  of  the 
action  unless  the  defendant  would  pay  him  an  additional  coun- 
sel fee.  Upon  affidavits  stating  these  facts  the  defendant  moved 
for  an  order  to  discontinue  and  settle  the  action. 

Upon  such  motion  being  heard,  it  being  made  to  appear 
that  the  parties  had  agreed  to  a  settlement  of  the  case,  a  decree 
was  entered,  upon  motion  of  the  defendant's  attorney,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  terms  of  the  settlement,  and  in  that  decree 
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the  court  granted  an  additional  allowance  of  $750,  by  way  of 
counsel  fee  to  the  plain  tifPs  attorney. 

From  that  part  of  the  decree  granting  the  additional  allow- 
ance this  appeal  is  taken. 

A.  H,  Reavey^  for  appellant. 

Edward  Fitck^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Coukt.* — ^Van  Beunt,  J. — The  appellant  asks  to 
haye  the  allowance  of  counsel  fee  stricken  out  of  the  decree  in 
this  action,  upon  two  grounds,  first,  because  the  court  had 
no  power  to  insert  an  allowance  lor  counsel  fees  in  the  final 
decree  of  separation,  and,  second,  because  the  allowance  is 
excessive.  I  will  first  consider  the  question  as  to  the  power  of 
the  court  to  make  the  allowance.  The  language  of  the  statute 
is  as  follows : 

"  In  every  suit  brought  either  for  a  divorce  or  a  separation 
the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  require  the  husband  to  pay  any 
sums  necessary  to  enable  the  wife  to  carry  on  the  suit  during  its 
pendency." 

It  is  claimed  by  the  appellant  that  this  section  gives  the 
court  no  power  by  its  final  decree  to  direct  the  payment  by  the 
defendant  of  any  sum  to  the  plaintiffs  attorney  as  a  counsel 
fee,  because  the  decree  being  a  final  decree  the  action  was 
thereby  terminated. 

This  view  of  the  statute  is  predicated  upon  the  assumption 
that  under  the  statute  the  court  cannot  make  any  allowance  to 
an  attorney  for  services  already  performed  in  an  action  for 
a  divorce  or  separation.  Such  an  allowance  is  made  just  as 
much  to  enable  the  wife  to  carry  on  the  suit  as  though  it  were 
made  in  advance  of  any  service  being  rendered,  because  the 
services  of  the  counsel  are  rendered  in  anticipation  of  such  an 
allowance,  as  it  in  most  cases  is  the  only  way  in  which  they  can 
receive  compensation.  After  the  services  have  been  rendered 
the  court  can  the  better  determine  the  amount  at  which  such 

*  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew  and  Van  Brunt  JJ. 
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an  allowance  ought  to  be  fixed,  becaase  then  they  are  fnllj 
aware  of  the  nature  of  the  services,  and  the  character  of  the 
litigation,  of  which  it  must  be  almost  entirely  ignorant  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action. 

It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  under  the  section  referred  to 
the  court  has  the  power  to  make  an  allowance  to  counsel  for 
past  services. 

That  such  an  allowance  is  inserted  in  the  final  decree  does 
not  take  away  the  power  of  the  court  to  make  it. 

At  the  time  the  allowance  is  made  by  the  court  the  action 
is  still  pending,  and  cannot  be  said  to  be  finally  determined, 
not  only  not  until  after  the  entry  of  the  decree  but  also  not 
until  the  right  to  appeal  therefrom  has  been  lost  by  lapse  of 
time  or  other  cause. 

The  Court  of  Chancery  always  made  a  provision  for  counsel 
fee  and  alimony  in  the  final  decree  {Graves  v.  Gra/oes^  2  Paige, 
62),  and  I  can  find  no  case  in  which  the  power  of  the  court  has 
been  questioned. 

The  amount  of  the  allowance  was  entirely  in  the  discretion 
of  the  judge  who  directed  the  entry  of  the  judgment. 

It  is  impossible  for  us  to  judge  upon  this  appeal  upon  what 
basis  such  an  allowance  was  made,  and  although  it  may  appear 
somewhat  large,  yet  if  we  were  cognizant  of  all  the  facts  which 
were  before  the  court  below,  we  might  unhesitatingly  concur  in 
its  justice. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  decree  was  made  upon  a  motion 
made  by  the  defendant  to  discontinue  the  action,  and  it  would 
thus  appear  that  this  being  found  to  be  an  impracticable  method 
of  carrying  out  the  terms  of  the  settlement  arranged  between 
the  parties,  all  the  questions  involved  were  submitted  to  the 
court,  and  the  court  made  the  decree  it  did  in  view  of  the  facts 
of  the  case. 

The  judgment  must  be  affirmed  with  costs. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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Joseph  Hendebson  v.  Paul  N.  Spofford  and  Othbbs. 

The  statates  of  this  State  proyiding  "  for  the  licensing  and  goyernment  of  the 
pilots,  and  regulating  pilotage  of  the  port  of  New  York,"  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  sea  going  steam  vessels,  were  not  superseded  or  repealed  hy  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  July  26th,  1866,  proyiding  that  sea  going  yessels  when  under 
way,  except  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  under  the  cootrol  and  direction  of  a 
pilot  licensed  by  the  United  States  Inspector  of  steam  yessels,  so  as  to  pre- 
vent a  pilot  licensed  under  the  State  statute  recovering  his  fees  for  pilotage 
on  the  refusal  of  the  master  of  a  vessel  to  employ  him. 

An  amendatory  statute  is  to  be  read  and  construed  as  if  it  had  been  originally  in- 
corporated in  the  original  act  when  passed,  except  so  far  as  it  may  be  con^ 
atmed  to  act  retrospectively,  so  as  to  affect  acts  already  done  or  rights  acquired 
under  the  original  statute.  And  it  ieems  that  an  amendatory  statute  containing 
a  proviso  limiting  the  operation  of  the  original  statute,  will  not  only  relieve 
against  penalties  or  forfeitures  incurred  under  the  original  statute,  but  will 
give  effect  to  contracts  made  in  contravention  of  the  proTisions  so  amended. 

Appeal  by  the  defendantB  from  a  judgment  of  the  First 
District  Court.  The  facts  Bufflciently  appear  in  the  opinion  of 
the  court. 

Eragtus  CookSy  for  appellants. 

Bametf^  BuUer  <&  ParsonSy  for  respondent. 

By  the  Coubt.* — ^Robinson,  J. — This  is  an  appeal  from  a 
judgment  rendered  in  the  First  District  Court  of  the  City  of 
New  York,  on  the  16th  day  of  February,  1870,  for  $38.18,  be- 
sides costs  for  the  respondents'  fees  for  pilotage  out  of  the  port 
of  New  York,  in  December,  1869,  of  a  sea-going  vessel,  the 
Tybee,  owned  by  the  appellants. 

The  plaintiff  was  a  pilot  by  way  of  Sandy  Hook,  duly 
licensed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  State,  and  as 

*  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.  Bohinson,  and  Larremore,  JJ., 
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the  yesBel  was  leaving  for  San  Domingo  offered  his  services  to 
the  master  and  owners  to  pilot  her  to  sea.  They  refused  to 
take  or  employ  him  in  that  capacity,  and  the  vessel  proceeded 
to  sea  without  having  on  board  any  pilot  of  the  port.  The  right 
to  thife  recovery  is  only  contested  upon  the  ground  that  the 
State  legislation  providing  ''  for  the  licensing  and  government 
of  the  pilots  and  regulating  pilotage  of  the  port  of  New  York" 
(Law  of  1853,  chap.  467,  p.  921),  with  the  amendatory  acts  of 
1864  (chap.  196,  p.  459),  of  1857  (chap.  243,  p.  500),  of  1863, 
(chap.  412,  p.  705),  of  1865,  (chap.  137,  p.  244),  so  far  as  they 
related  to  sea-going  steam  vessels,  (including  the  defendants' 
vessel),  were  superseded  and  repealed  by  the  Act  of  CongreaB, 
passed  July  25th,  1866,  which  provides  that  "  every  sea-going 
steam  vessel,  now  subject,  or  hereby  made  subject  to  the  Navi- 
gation Law  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations aforesaid  shall,  when  under  way,  except  upon  the  high 
sea,  be  nnder  the  control  and  direction  of  a  pilot,  licensed  by 
the  Inspector  of  steam  vessels,"  and  having  thus  hetome  fundus 
and  made  inoperative,  were  not  resuscitated  or  brought  into 
effect  by  the  amendments  to  the  act  passed  February  25th, 
1867,  which  contained  a  proviso  in  these  words :  "  provided, 
however,  that  nothing  in  this  act  (that  of  1866)"  or  in  the  act  of 
which  "  it  is  amendatory,  shall  be  construed  to  annul  or  efifect 
any  regulation  established  by  the  existing  laws  of  any  state  re- 
quiring vessels  entering  or  leaving  a  port  in  such  State,  to 
take  a  pilot  duly  licensed  or  authorized  by  the  law  of  such 
State,  or  of  a  State  situated  upon  the  waters  of  the  same  port" 
Such  a  specific  requirement  was  contained  in  the  act  of  this 
State  (Laws  of  1853,  chap.  469,  §  29),  as  amended  by  chap. 
243  of  the  laws  of  1857,  which  provided  that,  "All  vessels 
sailing  under  register,  bound  to  or  from  the  port  of  New  York 
by  way  of  Sandy  Hook,  shall  take  a  licensed  pilot,  or  in  case  of 
refusal,  the  master  shall  himself,  or  the  owner  or  consignee  shall 
pay  the  said  pilotage  as  if  one  had  been  employed." 

The  point  taken  by  the  appellants  cannot  be  sustained.  If 
such  a  construction  should  be  given  to  the  amendment  and  pro- 
viso contained  in  the  Act  of  1867,  it  will  readily  be  perceived 
that  it  would  be  entirely  inoperative,  for  if  the  Act  of  1866 
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abolished  or  wholly  repealed  all  State  laws,  and  absolutely 
superseded  any  State  legislation  which  required  vessels  enter- 
ing or  leaving  a  port  of  the  State  to  take  a  pilot  licensed  by 
the  law  of  such  State,  no  State  law  could  either  be  passed  or 
remain  operative  as  against  the  laws  of  Congress,  while  the 
Act  of  1866  remained  in  force ;  and  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  amendment  of  1867  there  could  be  no  such  '^  existing  law 
of  any  State,"  and  the  proviso  would  be  of  no  effect.  But 
^^  henigne  fadendm  aunt  interpretationes  chviixj/rwrn  ut  res  mor 
gis  vdleatj  guam  pereat^^^  and  the  amendment  of  1867  is  to  be 
read  and  construed  as  if  it  had  been  originally  incorporated  in 
the  act  when  passed  in  1866,  except  so  far  as  it  might  be  con- 
strued to  act  retrospectively,  so  as  to  affect  acts  already  done, 
or  rights  acquired  under  the  original  act,  and  such  an  amend- 
ment would,  not  only  relieve  against  penalties  or  forfeitures  in- 
curred under  the  original  act,  but  give  effect  to  contracts  made 
in  contravention  of  the  provisions  so  amended.  Considering 
the  relations  of  the  State  and  Federal  governments,  and  the 
rights  of  the  State  government  to  pass  laws  on  the  subject  of 
pilotage,  which  are  to  prevail  until  the  general  government  has, 
under  its  constitutional  powers,  occupied  the  particular  subject 
of  legislation,  or  has  assumed  exclusive  control  of  the  subject, 
the  amendment  of  1867  is  but  a  relaxation  of  the  stringency  of 
the  Act  of  1866,  and  a  grant  or  reconcession  to  the  States  of 
the  particular  power  as  exercised  by  them  through  laws  exist- 
ing at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  that  act.  Such  is  the  spirit 
of  the  law,  and  its  intent  seems  clearly  demonstrated.  Were 
this  less  manifest,  by  the  rule  of  construction  contained  in  the 
above  quoted  maxim,  effect  is  to  be  given  to  it  rather  than  that 
it  should  be  held  impotent  for  any  purpose,  and  construing  it  as 
if  passed  as  a  portion  of  the  Act  of  1866,  the  recovery  in  this 
action  should  be  sustained. 

Judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


364  OOUET  OP  COMMON  PLEAS. 


Momy  ▼.  The  BulFs  Head  Bank. 


John  E.  Murray  v.  The  Bull's  H^ad  Baiol 

The  caehinfjr  by  one  bank  of  checks  or  drafts  drawn  on  other  banks  is  legitimate 
banking  business,  whether  regarded  as  the  mRlrinj^  of  a  collection  for  acooont 
of  the  customer  or  dealer,  oims  a  loan  or  advance  made  on  the  faith  of  the  in- 
strument. 

M^,  therefore,  where  the  teller  of  the  defendants'  bank  cashed  a  check  drawn  on  | 

another  bank,  and  a  part  of  the  payment  was  a  counterfeit  bank-bUl,  that  the  j 

defendant's  bank  was  liable  for  the  amount  of  the  counterfeit  paper  to  the  | 

owner  of  the  check.  < 

An  oral  complaint  in  a  District  Court "  on  a  counterfeit  bill  passed  by  the  defend- 
ants to  the  plidntiff's  assignor  in  payment  of  checks,  and  assigned  to  the 
pluntiff  $20**— 'Held sufficient. 

An  assignment  in  writing  of  a  claim  less  than  fifty  dollars  in  amount  is  not 
necessary  to  entitle  the  assignee  to  maintain  an  action  upon  it. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  froha  a  judgment  of  the  Second 
District  Court. 

The  complaint  was  oral  "  on  a  coutterfeit  bill  passed  by 
defendants  to  Gilroy  &  Beynolds  in  payment  of  checks,  and 
assigned  to  the  plaintiff  $20."  The  answer  was  ^^  a  general  de- 
nial." It  appeared  on  the  trial  that  Reynolds  sent  one  Barrett 
to  the  defendants  to  obtain  the  money  upon  two  checks  drawn 
upon  other  banks.  In  the  money  received  from  the  defendants 
for  the  checks  was  a  $20  counterfeit  bill,  the  amount  of  which 
it  was  sought  to  recover.  The  assignment  of  the  claim  against 
the  defendants  by  Gilroy  &  Beynolds  to  the  plaintiff  was  not 
in  writing. 

The  Justice  gave  judgment  for  plaintiff  for  $20,  from  which 
judgment  the  defendants  appealed  to  this  court. 

BenJ.  T.  Kissamy  for  appellant. 

Respondenty  in  person. 
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By  the  Court.* — ^Eobinson,  J. — ^I  can  discover  no  error  in 
the  proceedings  before  the  Justice. 

The  complaiDt  was  sufficiently  definite  to  indicate  the  claim 
made  by  plaintiff,  as  assignee  of  Gilroy  &  Beynolds. 

Ko  assignment  in  writing  was  i^cessary,  the  demand  being 
less  than  $50  (2Eev.  Stat.  136,  §f),  and  the  counterfeit  bill 
was  produced  in  court,  and  Eeynolds  testified  to  the  transfer. 

The  proof  showed  that  Gilroy  &  Reynolds  procured  two 
checks  on  other  banks  to  be  cashed  at  the  defendants'  bank. 

The  defendants'  paying  teller  paid  them  on  account  the 
counterfeit  bill.  The  cashing  of  checks  or  drafts  on  other  banks  is 
legitimate  banking  business,  whether  regarded  as  the  making  of 
a  collection  for  account  of  the  customer  or  dealer,  or  as  a  loan 
or  advance  made  on  the  faith  of  the  instrument.  Payment  in 
forged  or  counterfeit  paper  was  no  payment  at  all,  and  to  that 
extent  the  bank  remained  liable  to  the  parties  to  whom  such 
payment  was  originally  due,  or  to  their    assignees. 

The  judgment,  excepting  the  Justice's  finding  of  fact  upon 
conflicting  evidence,  is  not  subject  to  any  of  the  exceptions 
stated  in  the  notice  of  appeal. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Michael  Lienan  and  Others  v.  William  Dinsmobe,  President 
OF  the  Adam's  Express  Company. 

It  is  the  duty  of  one  who  nndertakes  for  hire  to  present  a  draft  for  acceptance  and 
ooUection,  to  give  notice  to  the  party  from  whom  it  is  received,  of  its  dishonor, 
and  for  failure  to  do  so,  he  is  liable  for  the  damages  sustained  by  the  neglect. 

The  defendant,  an  Express  Company,  received  from  the  plaintiflb  a  sight  draft 
drawn  by  the  latter  upon  their  debtor  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  presentation  and 
coUection.  The  draft  was  presented  to  the  drawee,  but  was  not  paid.  Notice 
of  the  non-payment  was  not  given  to  the  plaintiffs  until  some  months  after- 
wards, and  in  the  meantime  the  drawee  had  failed.  Held,  in  an  action  against 
the  Express  Company  for  negligence  in  delaying  to  give  notice  of  the  dishonor 
of  the  draft,  that  to  entitle  the  plaintifib  to  recover  more  than  nominal  damages, 
they  were  bound  to  show  that  they  could  in  all  probability  have  collected  the 

*  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.  Loew  and  Robinson,  JJ. 
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amount  of  the  draft  or  some  part  thereof  from  the  drawee,  if  tfaey  hadrecdyed 
the  notice  of  dishonor,  which  the  defendant  was  required  to  give. 

And  there  being  nothing  to  show  that  payment  of  the  drafts  or  any  part  fhereo( 
could  liaye  been  obtained  by  legal  proceedings  or  otherwise,  between  the  date 
of  the  presentment  and  the  date  of  the  notification  to  plaintiff  of  the  dishonor 
of  the  draft,  Hdd,  that  a  judgm^  for  the  amount  of  the  draft  in  the  pl^tiff^ 
&Tor  was  erroneous. 

The  obligation  of  the  Express  Company,  in  referoice  to  the  collection  of  the  draft 
in  question,  was  not  that  of  a  common  carrier  of  goods,  but  of  a  bailee  for  hire ; 
and  the  receipt  g^yen  by  the  Company,  by  which  its  liability  was  sought  to  be 
limited,  was  not  subject  to  the  application  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts^  made 
in  jealousy  of  the  attempts  of  common  carriers  in  such  receipts  to  repudiate  or 
restrict  their  common  law  liabilities.    (Per  Robinson,  J.) 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  entered  on  the 
verdict  of  a  jury  at  trial  term. 

The  action  was  brought .  to  recover  damages  sustained  by 
reason  of  the  defendants'  negligence  in  the  collection  of  a  sight 
draft,  intrusted  to  it  for  that  purpose  by  the  plaintiffs. 

On  the  trial,  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiffs  had  sold  goods  to 
one  Wolff,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee,  amounting  to  $1037.56,  and 
on  the  26th  day  of  December,  1866,  they  drew  a  draft  for  that 
amount  on  Wolff,  payable  at  sight,  to  the  order  of  Adams  Ex- 
press Company,  and  on  the  sam'e  day  delivered  the  draft  to  the 
company  for  collection.  The  route  of  the  defendants'  company 
extended  to  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky,  at  which  place  they 
delivered  the  draft  to  the  Southern  Express  Company  for  col- 
lection. 

The  receipt  given  by  the  defendants  to  the  plaintiffs  on 
taking  the  draft  contained  several  stipulations  or  conditions, 
one  of  which  read  as  follows :  "  And  if  the  said  paper  or  pro- 
ceeds is  entrusted  or  delivered  to  any  other  express  company  or 
agent  (which  said  Adam's  Express  Company  are  hereby 
autTiorized  to  do),  such  company  or  person  so  selected  shall  be 
regarded  exclusively  as  the  agent  of  the  depositor,  and  as  such 
alone  liable,  and  the  Adam's  Express  Company  shall  not  be  in 
any  event  responsible  for  the  negligence  or  non-performance  of 
any  such  company  or  person." 

On  the  27th  of  February,  1867,  the  plaintiffs  wrote  to  the 
defendants  to  the  effect,  that  they  had  not  received  the  proceeds 
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of  the  draft,  and  that,  if  they  suffered  any  loss  by  reason  of  the 
negligence  of  the  defendants  or  their  agents,  they  would  hold 
them  responsible. 

On  the  9th  day  of  March,  1867,  the  original  draft  was  re- 
turned to  the  plaintiffs  by  thd  defendants,  with  a  note  written 
by  the  agent  of  the  Southern  Express  Company,  which  read  as 
follows: 

"  D.  Wolff  has  been  sick  for  some  time ;  draft  presented  a 
number  of  times ;  promised  to  pay  '  soon.'  On  last  presenta- 
tion Mr.  Wolff  was  found  to  have  failed  in  business  and  says,  it 
is  impossible  for  him  to  pay.  M.  L.  Doherty,  Agent." 

On  the  trial,  a  clerk  of  the  plaintiffs'  testified  that  between 
the  time  when  he  left  the  draft  with  the  defendants  and  the 
time  when  the  same  was  returned  to  the  plaintiffs,  he  called  a 
number  of  times  at  the  office  of  the  defendants,  and  inquired 
about  the  draft  or  the  money,  but  was  always  informed,  that 
they  had  not  heard  from  it,  and  that  they  would  write  to  their 
agents  in  Memphis. 

This  was  contradicted  by  the  evidence  of  a  clerk  in  defend- 
ants' employ. 

The  court  instructed  the  jury,  that  if  they  believed  the 
testimony  of  plaintiffs'  clerk,  the  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  to 
recover  the  full  amount  of  the  draft. 

To  this  charge  defendants'  counsel  excepted,  as  also  to  the 
refusal  of  the  court  to  charge  that  upon  the  evidence  the  plaint- 
iffe  were  entitled  to  recover  only  nominal  damages. 

The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiffs  for  the  full  amount 
of  the  draft  with  interest  from  its  date. 

The  defendants  appealed. 

Blatchfcrd^  8ewa/rd  <&  Da  Costa^  for  appellants. 

I.  The  receipt  executed  by  the  defendants  and  received  and 
accepted  by  the  plaintiffs  without  objection,  at  the  time  of  the 
delivery  of  the  draft  for  collection,  was  the  evidence  of  the  con- 
tract entered  into  between  them,  and  the  defendants  must  be 
regarded  as  undertaking  and  the  plaintifis  as  agreeing  that  the 
draft  was  to  be  forwarded  for  collection  upon  the  terms  and 
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conditions  therein  expressed.  The  receipt  was  the  only  con- 
tract between  the  parties,  and  could  not  be  varied  or  explained 
by  parol  evidence.  {Boatwick  v.  BaJMnuyre  dk  Ohio  R.  JR.  Co. 
65  Barb.  137.)  The  plaintiflfe  are  equally  bound  by  the  receipt, 
whether  they  ever  read  it  or  not.  {Hice  v.  DwigM  Manufactar- 
ing  Co.  2  Gush.  89 ;  Oraoe  v.  AdavCs  Express  Co.^  100  Mass. 
605 .  HopUiis  V.  WestcoU^s  Ejypress  Oo.^  6  Blatchf.  64.) 

n.  While  the  rule  of  damages  for  n^ligence  in  not  pro- 
testing a  draft,  where  the  result  of  such  n^ligence  is  the  dig- 
charge  of  any  of  the  parties  to  the  draft,  is  well  settled  to  be 
the  face  of  the  draft  with  interest ;  yet^  where  the  draft  is  mere- 
ly drawn  for  the  purpose  of  the  collection  of  a  debt  that  is  dne 
and  the  debtor  is  not  discharged  from  the  original  debt,  but  the 
debt  remains,  no  such  rule  exists.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
the  drawee  was  able  to  pay  the  draft  and  the  presumption  is 
the  i*everse. 

The  defendants  acted  simply  as  collecting  agents,  and  if  by 
their  alleged  negligence  the  plaintiffs  have  sustained  any  dam- 
age, they  can  only  recover  "  their  real  loss  or  actual  damage," 
viz.  the  difference  between  what  they  could  have  collected,  if 
they  had  tried,  from  the  drawee  after  the  advice  of  non-pay- 
ment and  return  of  the  draft  and  the  amount  of  the  debt,  and 
there  being  no  evidence  in  that  regard,  plaintiffs  were  entitled 
at  best  to  only  nominal  damages.  (Story  on  Agency,  §  217c, 
222,  Mayne  on  Damages,  309  ;  V(m  Wart  v.  WodUy^  5  Dowl. 
and  Ryl.  374 ;  HamiUon  v.  Cunnmghma^  2  Brock.  350 ;  AUm 
V.  Sfwydam^  20  Wend.  321.) 

J?.  P.  Ia6  and  T.  8.  Alexander^  for  respondents. 

I.  The  measure  of  damages  for  the  default  of  the  defendants  in 
their  duty  of  collection  will  prima  facie  be  the  sum  secured  or 
required  to  be  paid  by  the  face  of  the  paper.  {Allen  v.  Suydan^ 
17  Wend.  370;  S.  C.  20  Wend.  321;  Hoard  v.  Gamer,  3 
Sandf.  179 ;  Bridge  v.  Mason^  45  Barb.  37.)  In  these  cases  it 
is  declared  that  the  onus  rests  on  the  defendant  to  show  in- 
solvency or  other  circumstances  in  mitigation  of  damages. 

IL  Mere  notice  is  not  sufficient  to  limit  the  responsibility 
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of  the  carrier.    {Prentice  v.  Decker,  49  Barb.  21 ;  Idmburger 
V.  WeetcoU,  ib.  283.) 

There  must  be  an  assent  to  this  notice  by  the  other  party, 
something  which  partakes  of  the  nature  of  a  contract.  {Afu- 
schamp  V.  Lancaster  H.  Co.  8  M.  &  W.  421 ;  Crouch  v.  London 
<fe  N.  W.  E.  Co.  14  0.  B,  255  ;  Weed  v.  Saa^atoga  <&  Schenec- 
tady JR.  Co.  19  Wend.  634 ;  St.  John  v.  Van  Santvoord,  25 
Wend.  660.) 

Losw,  J. — ^Express  companies  may  be  deemed  common  car- 
riers, and  like  the  latter,  may  restrict  or  limit  their  liability 
by  express  contract ;  but  it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  they 
can  do  so  by  a  mere  notice,  or  condition  printed  on  the  receipt, 
which  the  party  sending  goods  by  or  otherwise  employing  them, 
may  or  may  not  have  seen.  {Dorr  v.  N.  J.  Steam  Namgation 
Co.  11  N.  T.  485;  BUeeU  v.  N.  T.  Cml/ral  R.  R.  Co.  25,  K 
T.  445 ;  BUger  v.Dmemore,  34  How.  Pr.  421.) 

Assuming,  but  without  deciding,  that  the  defendants  in  this 
action  could  not  thus  limit  their  responsibility,  or  if  they  could, 
that  the  plaintiffs  are  correct  in  their  views,  and  that  the  de- 
fendants by  their  subsequent  acts  must  be  deemed  to  have 
waived  the  condition  in  the  receipt,  which  they  claim  exempts 
them  from  all  liability  for  the  negligence  of  the  Southern  Ex- 
press Company,  to  which  they  transferred  the  draft,  and  that 
they  are  estopped  from  saying  that  they  passed  the  same  over 
to  said  company — ^still  I  do  not  see  how  this  judgment  can  be 
sustained. 

It  was  admitted  by  the  plaintiffs  in  their  complaint,  and 
also  by  a  certain  stipulation  signed  by  their  attorney  and  read 
on  the  trial,  that  within  a  few  days  after  the  delivery  of  the 
draft  to  the  defendants,  and  as  soon  as  the  same  could  be  trans- 
mitted to  Memphis  to  wit ;  on  or  about  the  31st  day  of  De- 
cember, 1866,  and  repeatedly  thereafter,  the  agent  of  the  South- 
cm  Express  Company  presented  the  draft  for  payment  to  the 
drawee ;  that  payment  thereof  was  repeatedly  demanded,  and 
that  the  said  drawee  neglected  and  refused  to  pay,  although  he 
repeatedly  promised  to  do  so. 

Vol.  m.— 24 
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It  thnB  appears  to  be  conceded  by  the  plaintiffs  themselyes 
that  the  defendants  did  all  that  coiQd  possibly  be  asked  or  re- 
quired of  them  in  regard  to  transmitting  the  draft  to  Memphis, 
and  presenting  the  same  to,  and  demanding  payment  thereof 
from,  the  drawee. 

The  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  shows  that  they 
never  requested  the  defendants  to  return  the  draft,  nor  did  they 
surrender  the  receipt  and  pay  the  charges,  all  of  which  wag 
necessary,  according  to  the  terms  of  one  of  the  clauses  on  the 
receipt,  before  the  defendants  could  be  required  to  return  the 
draft,  and  it  may,  therefore,  be  questionable,  whether  they 
were  bound  to  do  so  or  not.  {Newatadt  v.  Adams^  5  Doer,  43 ; 
Manhattan  Oil  Co.  v.  Camden  R.  R.  5  Abb.  N.  S.  289 ;  Bo^ 
wick  V.  Baltimore  <&  Ohio  R.  R.  Co.,  55  Barb.  137.) 

However  that  may  be,  for,  as  already  intimated,  there  are 
also  authorities  to  the  contrary,  it  is  quite  clear  that  the  defend- 
ants should  at  least  have  given  due  notice  to  the  plaintiffs  of 
the  non-payment  of  the  draft,  and  not  having  done  so,  they 
must  be  held  liable  to  the  plaintiffs  for  all  the  damage  sustained 
by  them,  by  reason  of  their  negligence. 

But  it  seems  to  me  that  before  the  plaintiffs  can  recover 
more  than  mere  nominal  damages,  they  must  show  that  they 
could  in  all  probability  have  collected  the  amount  of  the  draft 
or  some  part  thereof  from  the  drawee,  if  they  had  received  the 
notice  of  non-payment,  which  the  defendants'  duty  in  the  pre- 
mises required  them  to  give.  {AUen  v.  Suydam,  20  Wend, 
327.) 

The  defendants  having  used  due  diligence  in  endeavoring  to 
*  obtain  payment  of  the  draft,  and  having  failed,  the  plaintifis 
must  show  that  they  would  have  done  better  and  that  there  wa« 
at  least  a  reasonable  probability  that  they  could  have  collected 
the  amount  of  the  draft,  if  they  had  been  properly  notified  that 
the  same  was  not  paid,  before  they  are  entitled  to  recover  the 
full  amount  thereof. 

But  having  done  that,  I  think  they  would  he  prima  fade 
entitled  to  a  verdict  or  judgment  for  that  amount,  and  the  onus 
would  then  be  upon  the  defendants,  to  prove  that  the  real  loss 
or  damage  sustained  by  the  plaintiffs,  in  consequence  of  the 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW  YOEK— FBBEUAEY,  1871.  371 

Lienan  ▼.  DiDsmore. 

negligence  imputed  to  them,  was  not  the  whole  amount  of  the 
draft. 

There  is  not  a  particle  of  evidence  in  the  case  to  show  that 
payment  of  this  draft  or  any  part  thereof  could  have  been  ob- 
tained by  legal  proceedings  or  otherwise,  between  the  time 
when  it  was  first  presented  to  the  drawee  for  payment,  and  the 
time  when  the  plaintiffs  were  notified  of  its  non-payment. 

From  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case  the  probabil- 
ities seem  to  me  to  be  all  the  other  way. 

In  my  opinion  the  jury  should  have  been  charged,  as  the 
chancellor  thought  they  should  have  been  instructed  in.  AUenv. 
Suydam  («wpra),  that  upon  the  evidence,  the  plaintiffs  were 
only  entitled  to  nominal  damages,  or,  at  least,  they  should  have 
been  told,  to  find  only  such  damages  as  they  should  from  the 
evidence  believe  it  probable,  that  the  plaintiffs  might  have 
sustained  by  reason  of  the  delay  of  the  defendants  in  notifying 
them  of  the  non-payment  of  the  draft. 

The  judgment  should  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial  ordered, 
costs  to  abide  the  event. 

Lasbsmoi&e,  J.,  concurred. 

EoBiNsoN,  J. — ^I  am  of  the  opinion : 

1st.  That  the  obligation  of  the  Adam's  Express  Company 
in  reference  to  the  collection  of  the  draft,  drawn  by  plaintiffs 
on  D.  Wolff,  of  Memphis,  was  not  that  of  common  carriers  of 
goods,  but  that  of  bailees  for  hire. 

2d.  That  the  receipt  they  gave  the  plaintiffs  on  the  delivery 
of  the  draft  for  that  purpose,  and  which  was  accepted  as  ex- 
pressive of  their  obligations,  embodied  the  contract  they  made 
in  respect  thereto,  and  that  none  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
made  in  jealousy  of  the  attempts  of  common  carriers  in  such 
receipts  to  repudiate  or  restrict  their  common  law  liabilities, 
are  applicable  thereto.  . 

3d.  That  by  entrusting  the  draft  to  the  Southern  Express 
Company,  which  transacted  such  business,  either  as  another 
express  company  or  as  agent  (south  of  Bowling  Green,  Ken- 
tucky), they  within  the  terms  of  their  contract  divested  them- 
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selves  from  responsibility  for  any  acts  of  omission  by  that  com- 
pany, but  if  otherwise, — 

ith.  That  there  was  no  proof  of  any  such  change  in  the 
pecuniary  condition  of  D.  Wolff  in  the  interval  between  the 
presentation  of  the  draft  and  the  notice  to  the  plaintiffs  of  its 
non-payment,  as  to  lead  to  the  inference  that  in  consequence  of 
its  intermediate  failure,  or  from  any  other  circumstance  con- 
nected with  their  relations  as  creditors  and  debtor,  the  plaintiffi 
had  sustained  any  such  pecuniary  damages,  resulting  from 
such  want  of  notice  of  non-payment  as  the  loss  of  the  entire 
amount  of  the  draft,  and  as  the  certain  or  probable  consequence 
of  the  mere  omission  to  advise  them  of  its  non-payment  on 
presentation.  It  was  not  shown  that  their  chance  of  col- 
lecting their  debt  from  Wolff  had  been  materially  impaired 
by  any  such  delay,  or  in  fact,  that  they,  beyond  mere  nom- 
inal damages,  had  suffered  from  the  delay  in  notifying  them 
of  the  non-payment  of  the  draft  on  presentation.  No  protest 
was  required  or  necessary,  and  the  mere  neglect  of  the  agent 
to  give  notice  to  his  principal  of  non-payment  of  a  sight  draft, 
made  by  him  upon  his  debtor,  does  not  in  its  legal  consequence 
necessarily  present  any  case  of  actual  loss  or  damege.  I  concur 
in  the  conclusion  arrived  to  by  Judge Loew,  that  the  judgment 
should  be  reversed,  and  a  new  trial  ordered,  with  costs  to  abide 
the  event. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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HSNBY  BaRNABD  V.  WiLLIAM  A.  KoBBE  AND  OtHEBS. 

In  an  action  by  a  consignor  ag^st  his  consignee  for  the  conversion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  certain  goods  consigned  for  sale,  it  is  no  defense  that  the  defendant 
paid  oyer  the  proceeds  to  a  creditor  of  a  third  person,  alleged  to  be  the  owner 
of  the  goods,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  a  judge  made  in  supplementary  pro- 
ceedings against  snch  third  person,  xmder  §§  294,  297  of  the  Code  of  Pro- 
cedure. 

Where  it  appears  that  a  judgment  debtor's  right  to  money  in  the  hands  of  a 
bailee  is  disputed,  the  court  has  no  authority,  in  supplementary  proceedings 
against  such  debtor,  to  order  the  same  to  be  paid  over  by  the  bailee  towards 
the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment.  The  conflicting  claims  of  the  bailor  and  of 
the  judgment  debtor  to  the  money  can  only  be  tried  and  determined  in  an 
action  brought  for  its  recovery  by  a  receiver  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Such  an  order  having  been  made  without  authority,  obedience  to  it  by  the  bailee 
will  not  afford  any  protection  to  him  against  the  bailor's  action  for  a  conversion 
of  the  money. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  entered  on  the 
verdietr  of  a  jury  at  trial  term  under  the  direction  of  the 
court. 

The  action  was  for  damages  for  the  conversion  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  certain  goods  consigned  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defend- 
ants for  sale  on  commission. 

An  answer  having  been  interposed,  a  motion  was  made  for 
judgment  upon  the  frivolousness  of  the  answer.  The  motion 
was  granted,  with  leave  to  serve  an  amended  answer.  The  or- 
der was  afterwards  affirmed  at  general  terra.  (Ba/mardy^ 
Kohbe^  antej  p.  36.) 

The  defendants  having  served  an  amended  answer,  the 
caase  went  to  trial  upon  the  issues.  It  appeared  on  the  trial 
that  in  the  beginning  of  May,  1868,  the  plaintiff  sent  a  quan- 
tity of  millinery  goods  and  merchandise  to  the  defendants,  who 
are  auctioneers  and  commission  merchants,  doing  business  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  under  the  firm  name  of  Kobbe,  Oorlies 
&  Co.,  with  instructions  to  sell  the  same  on  his  account. 

On  the  16th  day  of  May,  1868,  the  defendants  sold  certain 
of  said  goods  and  rendered  to  plaintiff  an  account  sales  thereof, 
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and  on  the  23d  day  of  May,  1868,  they  sold  the  remainder  of 
said  goods  and  delivered  to  plaintiff  an  account  sales  thereof. 

By  these  two  statements  or  accounts  sales,  the  defendants 
aclmowledged  themselves  indebted  to  the  plaintiff  in  the  aggre- 
gate in  $1967.45,  after  deducting  commissions,  expenses,  etc; 
to  recover  which  sum  this  action  was  brought. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1868,  an  action  was  commenced  in  the 
Supreme  Court  by  Leopold  Peck  and  Philip  Schulhoff  against 
one  Emanuel  M.  Amstein,  and  on  the  same  day  an  attachment 
was  issued  against  the  property  of  the  latter  on  the  ground 
that  he  was  a  non-resident. 

This  attachment  was  delivered  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
New  York,  and  he  certified  that  on  said  23d  May,  1868,  he 
served  a  certified  copy  of  the  same  on  one  of  the  defendants  in 
this  action,  and  that  he  thereby  attached  the  proceeds  of  all 
property  consigned  by  the  plaintiff  to  the  defendants  herein,  as 
the  property  of  said  Arnstein. 

On  the  17th  day  of  July,  1868,  Peck  and  Schulhoff  re- 
covered judgment  against  Amstein  for  $4128.70,  and  on  the 
same  day  execution  thereon  was  issued  to  the  sheriff. 

On  the  3d  day  of  August,  1868,  an  order  was  made  by 
Justice  Barnard,  of  the  Supreme  Court,  requiring  Kobbe,  Cor- 
lies  &  Co.,  to  appear  before  him  and  be  examined  concerning 
the  property  of  Amstein,  alleged  to  be  in  their  hands. 

The  defendant  Eobbe  appeared  and  was  examined,  and  sub- 
sequently, on  the  18th  day  of  August,  1868,  an  order  was 
made  by  the  same  Justice,  directing  the  defendants  herein  to 
pay  over  to  Peck  and  Schulhoff,  or  their  attomey,  the  said  sum 
of  $1967.45  in  their  hands,  attached  as  the  property  of  the  de- 
fendant (Amstein)  in  said  action,  the  same  to  be  appli^  on  the 
judgment  aforesaid. 

In  obedience  to  such  order,  the  defendants  herein  paid  over 
the  money,  prior  to  the  time  when  this  action  was  commenced. 

The  court  directed  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
for  the  full  amount  claimed  with  interest,  and  ordered  the  ex- 
ceptions to  be  heard  at  general  term  in  the  first  instance,  the 
entry  of  judgment  to  be  suspended  in  the  meantime. 
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R.  A.  Nelson  amd  H.  F.  PuLtz^  for  appellants. 

L  After  the  service  of  the  attachment,  the  defendants  had 
no  right  to  pay  over  the  money  to  the  plaintiff.  (Code  §  282, 
463.) 

II.  The  proceedings  supplementary  to  the  execution  and 
payment  over  of  the  money  is  a  defense  to  the  plaintiff's  right 
to  recover  in  this  action.  The  suflSciency  of  the  affidavit  in  those 
proceedings,  upon  which  the  supplementary  order  issued  cannot 
be  questioned  in  a  collateral  proceeding.  (  WdU  v.  Thornton^  46 
Barb.  390.) 

III.  Although  as  a  general  rule  a  bailee  of  property  cannot 
set  up  against  his  bailor,  that  a  third  party  has  a  better  title  to 
the  property,  it  is  also  true  that  if  goods  are  taken  from  the 
bailee  by  the  authority  of  the  law,  exercised  through  regular  and 
valid  proceedings,  it  will  be  a  defense  to  an  action  by  the  bailor. 
{Bliven  v.  JSudson  H.  R.  Go.^  35  Barb.  191 ;  Angell  on  Car- 
riers, §  387a.)  The  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  author- 
ized to  make  the  order  requiring  the  defendants  to  pay  the  mo- 
ney to  the  judgment  creditor.    (Code,  §  279.) 

Benedict  &  Boardman^  for  respondent. 

I.  No  testimony  was  offered  to  prove  that  the  property  or 
its  proceeds  was  not  the  property  of  the  plaintiff. 

IL  The  property  was  neither  levied  on  nor  taken  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  defendants  by  the  sheriff  under  the  attach- 
ment issued  to  him  against  Arnstein. 

III.  Even  if  the  property  had  been  Amstein's,  the  Supreme 
Court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  order  the  money  to  be  paid  over 
in  part  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  against  Arnstein,  because  a 
defendant  against  whom  an  attachment  has  been  issued  and 

.  who  has  been  served  by  publication,  is  not  a  judgment  debtor 
within  the  meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the  code  respecting 
supplementary  proceedings.  {Barker  v.  Johnson^  4  Abb.  Pr. 
435.) 

IV.  The  order  directing  the  payment  of  the  money  by  the 
^defendants  ta  the  judgment  creditor  of  Arnstein  was  void.    To 
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authorize  the  court  to  order  property  of  a  judgment  debtor  in 
the  hands  of  a  third  party,  to  be  applied  towards  the  satisfaction 
of  the  judgment,  it  must  be  properly  conceded  to  be  his. 
(Code,  §  299 ;  St^ari  y.  Fosb&r,  1  Hilt.  605 ;  Sanfard  v.  Mo- 
ahiery  13  How.  Pr.  137.) 

By  the  CiouET.* — ^LoEw,  J. — The  general  rule  unquestion- 
ably is  that  a  bailee  or  consignee  cannot  controvert  or  dispute 
the  title  of  his  bailor  or  consignor. 

But  this,  like  almost  every  other  general  rule,  has  its  ^cep- 
tioDS,  and  one  of  these  permits  the  bailee  to  show  in  defense  to 
an  action  by  the  bailor,  that  the  goods  were  seized  under  judicial 
process,  duly  and  regularly  issued. 

If,  therefore,  the  sheriif  by  virtue  of  the  attachment  which 
was  issued  out  of  the  Supreme  Court  against  the  property  of  a 
third  party  had  taken  the  plaintiffs  goods  from  the  defendants 
against  the  will  or  determination  of  the  latter,  I  have  no  doubt 
that  they  upon  giving  due  notice  of  the  seizure  to  the  plaintiff^ 
would  have  been  relieved  from  all  liability. 

But  it  is  conceded,  that  before  the  issuing  of  the  attach- 
ment, or,  at  all  events,  before  the  certified  copy  thereof  was 
served  on  the  defendants,  the  goods  had  all  been  sold,  and  that 
the  sheriff  did  not  take  the  proceeds  arising  from  said  sales  out 
of  the  possession  of  the  defendants. 

The  money  in  the  hands  of  the  latter  was,  it  appears,  sub- 
sequently paid  over  by  them  to  the  judgment  creditors,  at  whose 
instance  the  attachment  had  been  issued,  in  compliance  ^th  an 
order  made  by  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  in  supplement- 
ary "proceedings. 

The  question  then  arises,  whether  the  payment  made  by  the 
defendants,  in  obedience  to  said  order,  constitutes  a  defense  to 
the  plaintiff's  right  of  recovery  in  this  action. 

In  my  opinion  it  does  not. 

It  is  true  that  under  sections  294  and  297  of  the  code,  the  judge 
may,  after  the  issuing  or  return  of  an  execution,  require  third 
persons,  having  property  of  the  judgment  debtor  to  an  amount 

*  Present — Robinson,  Loew  and  Larremore,  JJ: 
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ezceediDg  ten  dollars,  to  appear  before  him  and  answer  con- 
cerning the  same,  and  may  order  any  such  property,  not  other- 
wise exempt,  to  be  applied  towards  the  satisfaction  of  the  judg- 
ment. 

But  it  is  also  true  that,  to  warrant  such  an  order,  it  must  be 
admitted  or  conceded,  that  the  money  or  other  property  in  real- 
ity belongs  to  the  judgment  debtor.  {StewaH  v.  Foster^  1  Hilt^ 
505  ^roume  v.  Whipple^  34  How.  Pr.  333.) 

Section  299  expressly  provides  that  if  it  appear,  that  a  per- 
son, alleged  to  have  property  of  the  judgment  debtor,  claims 
an  interest  therein  adverse  to  him,  such  interest  shall  be  re- 
coverable only  in  an  action  against  such  person  by  the  re- 
ceiver. 

This  section  was  evidently  intended  to  restrict  the  power 
conferred  on  the  judge  by  section  297,  so  that,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  it  should  only  be  exercised  in  cases  where  the 
judgment  debtor's  title  to  the  property  is  clear  and  undisputed. 

Whenever  it  appears  that  the  debtor's  right  to  the  money 
or  other  property  alleged  to  belong  to  him,  is  disputed — as  was 
the  case  here — the  judge  has  no  power  or  authority  to  order 
•  the  same  to  be  applied  directly  towards  the  satisfaction  of  the 
judgment,  in  as  much  as  the  conflicting  claims  can  only  be 
tried,  settled,  and  determined  in  an  action  brought  for  the  re- 
covery thereof  by  a  receiver  appointed  for  that  purpose.  {Rod- 
man V.  Henri/y  17  N.  1.  482 ;  Teller  v.  Eandall^  26  How.  Pr. 
155 ;  SJierwood  v.  B^iffalo  <&  N.  T.R.  R.  Co,  12  id.  139 ;  The 
People^  &c.,  V.  Kmg^  9  id.  97.) 

This  rule,  it  seems  to  me,  should — within  the  reason  and 
spirit,  if  not  the  strict  letter  of  §  299 — be  more  particularly 
applied  to  a  case  like  the  present,  where  the  third  party,  in 
whose  possession  the  money  or  goods  are,  is  merely  a  bailee  or 
consignee. 

It  would  be  strange,  indeed,  if  a  party  owning  or  claiming 
to  own  property,  could  be  divested  of  it  without  any  opportun- 
ity of  being  heard,  by  a  summary  order  bestowing  it  on  an- 
other, made  in  proceedings  to  which  he  is  not  a  party,  and  of 
which  he  has  no  knowledge. 
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Yet,  that  is  precisely  what  was  done  or  attempted  to  be 
done  in  this  case. 

For,  although  the  testimony  given  by  the  defendant  Kobbe 
on  his  examination  shows  that  when  the  plaintiff  demanded  of 
the  defendants  the  proceeds  of  the  property  he  had  consigned 
to  them,  they  informed  him  that  the  same  had  been  attached  aa 
the  property  of  Amstein ;  still  it  nowhere  appears  that  he  had 
any  notice  of  the  supplementary  proceedings  in  which  ttte  or- 
der was  made. 

In  my  opinion  it  was  beyond  the  power  and  jurisdiction  of 
the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  make  that  order,  and  the 
payment  of  the  money  by  the  defendants,  as  thereby  required, 
cannot  for  that  reason  afford  them  any  protection  against  the 
plaintiff's  right  to  recover  in  this  action. 

It  follows  that  the  court  below  was  right  in  directing  the 
jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  that  judgment  should 
be  ordered  on  the  verdict  for  the  plaintiff. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


Elizabeth  BATJskAN  v.  Samuel  Buth,  Jb. 

In  An  action  for  injuries  sustained  by  falling  into  a  sewer,  in  course  of  oonfltne- 
tion  in  a  public  street,  held,  thsit  idtbongb  the  plaintiff  preyiously  knew  that  the 
sewer  was  being  constructed,  yet  in  the  al>seDce  of  any  guard  light  or  other 
special  notice  sufficient  to  call  her  attention  to  the  hazard  she  ran,  she  wss  DOt 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence  in  attempting  to  cross  the  street 

In  an  action  against  a  contractor  for  injuries  caused  by  the  plaintiff's  Ming  into 
an  ezavation  made  in  a  public  street^  insufficiently  guarded  and  lighted,  it  is  a 
question  of  fact  for  the  jury  to  determine,  on  conflicting  testimony,  whether  it 
the  time  of  the  accident  the  excavation  was  without  a  sufficient  guard  or  light. 

It  is  also  a  question  for  the  jury  in  such  a  case,  under  proper  instruction  by  the 
court,  whether  the  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  contributory  negligence.  Where 
such  a  question  is  involyed,  and  the  jury  were  properly  instructed,  it  most  he 
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a  Tery  clear  caae.  In  which  the  court  will  set  aside  the  yerdict  as  erroneous    , 
and  snhetitate  its  own  judgment  for  that  of  the  jury.    It  should  be  so  clear  as 
to  lead  the  judicial  mind  to  the  conyiction  that  the  jury  must  haye  been  in- 
fluenced by  prejudice,  or  carried  away  by  the  adyocacy  of  counsel,  or  by  some 
•  other  cause,  from  the  consideration  of  the  facts. 

Afpeai.  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine  Court. 

This  action  was  brought  for  injuries  sustained  by  the  plain- 
tiff, by  falling  into  a  sewer  in  the  course  of  construction,  while 
attempting  to  cross  Seventh  avenue,  at  or  near  the  intersection 
of  Twenty-fourth  street,  on  the  27th  December,  1869,  about 
seven  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  complaint  alleged  that  such  injuries 
were  due  to  the  defendant's  negligence  in  not  having  the  exca- 
vation properly  guarded  and  in  not  having  signal  lights  to 
denote  its  existence  and  whereabouts. 

The  defendant  admitted  in  his  answer  that  the  sewer  was 
open ;  that  the  defendant  was  engaged  at  the  time  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  sewer;  that  Seventh  avenue  was  and  is  a  public 
avenue  or  street ;  but  denied  that  defendant  was  guilty  of  any 
negligence,  and  averred  that  the  injuries  received  by  the 
plaintiff  were  due  to  her  negligence,  and  that  her  want  of  care 
contributed  to  the  damage.  The  case  was  tried  on  the  5th  day 
of  April,  1870,  before  Mr.  Justice  Gross  and  a  jury. 

It  appeared  on  the  trial  from  plaintiff's  testimony  that  she 
was  in  the  habit  of  crossing  Seventh  avenue,  on  Twenty-fourth 
street,  several  times  a  week ;  knew  of  the  sewer  excavation 
(which  had  been  in  the  same  condition  for  several  weeks),  and 
had  known  it  for  some  time;  that  there  had  never  been  any 
planks  across  the  excavation  at  the  crossing,  and  the  crossing 
was  disused ;  the  other  crossings  were  clear ;  the  plaintiff  by 
reason  of  the  piles  of  stone  and  earth  had  frequently  gone 
around  the  other  way  or  over  the  pile  of  earth  or  "  anglewise  " 
through  the  stones,  and  that  it  was  a  dark,  misty  night,  and 
the  plaintiff  was  carrying  a  basket  and  a  raised  umbrella. 
The  defendant  produced  evidence  that  the  place  was  guarded. 
The  jury  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  from  the  judgment  the 
defendant  appealed  to  this  court. 

Pmchney  <Sk  Spink^  for  appellant. 

T.  B.  Swift  and  Benjamin  A.  WillzSy  for  respondent. 
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By  tbe  Coubt.* — ^Robikson,  J. — ^This  conrt,  upon  the  ail- 
ment, disposed  of  several  exceptions  taken  by  the  defendant  in 
the  eonrse  of  the  trial,  and  the  only  point  left  for  decision,  is 
whether  npon  the  case  presented  by  the  pleadings  and  evi- 
dence offered  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  she  failed  to  establish 
any  right  of  recovery.  When  she  closed  her  testimony,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  defendant  was  the  contractor  for  bnilding  a 
sewer  in  Seventh  avenue,  and  had  in  the  progress  of  the  work 
excavated  a  deep  trench  in  the  Seventh  avenue,  across  Twenty- 
fourth  street ;  that  on  the  night  of  the  27th  of  December,  1869, 
the  plaintiff  had  occasion  to  cross  the  avenue  from  the  east  to 
the  west  side,  on  the  line  of  the  sidewalk,  on  the  northerly 
side  of  Twenty-fourth  street ;  that  the  excavation  across  which 
she  attempted  to  pass,  was  at  the  time  of  the  accident  un- 
provided with  any  bridge  or  covering  over  or  upon  which  foot 
passengers  could  walk ;  that  it  was  unprotected  by  any  guard 
or  other  obstruction  to  prevent  them  from  walking  into  it, 
and  was  unprovided  with  light  suflScient  to  disclose  the  danger  or 
hazard  in  attempting  to  cross  it;  that  the  night  was  wet, 
misty  and  dark,  and  the  plaintiff,  without  knowledge  or  notice 
of  the  danger,  walked  into  the  excavation,  and  in  her  fall 
sustained  serious  injury. 

The  plaintiff,  without  special  notice,  had  a  right  to  walk 
the  public  street,  in  entire  confidence  that  she  might  do  so 
safely.  Although  her  attention  may  have  been  previously 
called  to  the  fact  that  the  sewer  was  in  course  of  construction, 
if  her  attention  had  not  been,  immediately  previous,  called  to 
the  situation  and  condition  of  the  street,  where  she  attempted 
to  cross  the  sewer,  she  was  not  called  upon  to  anticipate  that 
she  might  not  do  so  safely,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  guard  or 
light  disclosing  the  danger  or  any  other  especial  notice  saffi- 
cient  to  call  her  attention  to  the  hazard  she  ran,  she  was  justified 
in  anticipating  that  she  might  cross  the  avenue  without  being 
exposed  to  the  danger  of  falling  into  an  open  sewer.  The  testi- 
mony produced  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  when  the  motion 
to  dismiss  the  complaint  was  made,  disclosed  no  imprudence  or 

•  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.,  RobiosoD  and  J.  F.  Daly,  JJ.     • 
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want  of  reasonable  precaution  on  her  part,  and  the  case,  when 
the  testimony  was  closed,  was  one  of  conflicting  evidence,  which 
it  was  the  duty  of  the  jury  to  weigh  and  decide  upon  the 
merits. 

The  several  motions  made  to  dismiss  the  complaint  were 
properly  denied,  and  the  jiidgment  should  be  affirmed. 


At  a  subsequent  term,  a  reargument  of  this  appeal  was  had 
on  motion  of  the  appellant,  aud  the  judgment  was  reaffirmed 
with  the  following  opinion. 

By  the  Court.* — Daly,  Chief  Justice. — [After  rehearsing 
the  testimony.]  It  was  for  the  jury  to  say,  upon  the  evidence, 
whether  the  defendant  had  left  the  excavation  without  any  bar- 
rier or  light  up  to  the  time  when  the  plaintiff  fell  into  it  upon  the 
evening  in  question ;  for  if  he  had,  it  was  through  his  negligence 
that  the  accident  happened,  if  the  plaintiff  was  free  from  any 
negligence  on  her  part. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  upon  the  evidence  that  the  question 
of  negligence  on  the  defendant's  part  was  a  question  for  the 
jury,  and  their  findiug  upon  that  point  is  conclusive. 

The  remaining  question  is  whether  there  was  cooperating 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  in  crossing  the  avenue 
at  this  place  upon  a  "  wet,  misty,  dark  and  stormy"  night,  when 
she  might  have  crossed  with  safety,  if  she  had  gone  over  from 
the  northwest  comer  of  24th  street  to  the  southeast  comer  and 
from  there  to  the  southwest  comer  of  24th  street 

The  jury  were  instructed,  that  if  they  were  satisfied  that 
the  plaintiff  had  in  any  manner,  no  matter  in  how  small  a  de- 
gree, contributed  by  her  own  negligence  to  the  accident,  they 
might  find  for  the  defendant.  This  was  all  that  the  defendant 
could  ask,  and  the  jury  have  found  by  their  verdict  that  she 
did  not.  Tie  plaintiff  swore  positively  that  she  knew  nothing 
of  the  existence  of  this  hole,  nor  even  of  the  excavation  on 
the  westerly  side  of  the  avenue,  though  from  its  long  con- 
tinuance she  was  familiar  with  the  excavation  on  the  easterly 

*  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.  Loew  and  Robinson,  JJ. 
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side  which  was  then  filled  np  ;  that  she  was  in  the  habit  of  re- 
marking the  lamps  as  she  passed  along  the  streets,  and  that 
there  was  no  lamp  or  light  of  any  kind  to  point  out  or  warn 
her  of  the  danger.  There  was  evidence  that  people  did  not 
cross  mnch  at  this  place,  and  aflBrmative  responses  of  ''  yes" 
•  given  by  the  boy  to  direct  questions,  pnt  to  him  by  the  defend- 
ant's counsel,  to  the  effect,  that  no  people,  except  boys  at  play, 
went  over  on  that  side,  but  that  they  went  over  on  the  other  side, 
and  did  not  pretend  to  go  over  there ;  to  which,  I  apprehend, 
the  jury  attached  little  weight,  from  the  way  in  which  the 
questions  were  put  and  answered. 

There  was  also  evidence  to  show  that  the  hole  into  which 
the  plaintiff  fell  was  there  some  weeks  before  the  accident,  and 
one  of  the  defendant's  witnesses  testified  that  its  situation  was 
such  as  to  obstruct  the  crossing  entirely  at  that  corner,  and  an- 
other, that  there  were  no  means  of  crossing  there  at  all,  which, 
however,  is  to  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  plaintiff's 
testimony,  that  she  had  frequently  crossed  there,  as  often  as 
twice  a  week,  and  that  she  never  saw  this  hole,  or  any  opening 
for  the  sewer  on  that  side. 

The  rule  in  respect  to  contributory  negligence  is  that  the 
plaintiff  cannot  recover,  if  by  her  own  ordinary  negligence  or 
wilful  wrong  she  contributed  to  produce  the  accident.  (Shea^ 
man  &  Redfield  on  Negligence,  23,  24,  25.) 

The  jury  having  been  properly  instructed  and  having 
found,  as  we  must  assume,  that  the  plaintiff  had  frequently 
crossed  that  path  before  and  had  never  seen  the  excavation, 
and  also,  that  there  were  neither  barriers  nor  any  light  there  to 
warn  her  of  the  danger,  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  say  as  matter 
of  law,  that  they  ought  to  have  found  for  the  defendant- 
It  has  been  held  with  especial  reference  to  contributory  negli- 
gence, that  one  who  passes  an  obstructed  highway,  is  bound  to 
exercise  ordinary  care,  which  is  defined  to  be  such  care  as  a 
reasonably  prudent  man  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case  would  exercise  to  preserve  himself  and  property  from 
injury  {Penn.  B.  R.  Co.  v.  TigJie,  46  Penn.  R.  316.),  or  that 
degree  of  care  which  persons  of  ordinary  prudence  are  ac- 
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customed  to  use  and  employ  under  the  same  or  similar  circum- 
stances. {Cleveland  <&c.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Terry,  8  Ohio  St.  570, 571.) 
This  test,  the  care  which  persons  of  ordinary  prudence  are 
accustomed  to  use  under  similar  circumstances,  is  so  indefinite 
and  general,  that  the  twelve  men  who  sit  in  the  jury  box  are 
quite  as  competent  to  judge  of  it  as  judicial  officers. 

What  we  denominate  prudence,  is  that  quality  compounded 
of  judgment  and  discretion,  which  enables  a  man  to  cal- 
culate in  advance  what  he  ought  or  ought  not  to  do  in 
respect  to  what  is  right  or  wrong,  or  with  respect  to  his  own 
best  interests  in  the  practical  affairs  of  life,  and  whether  there 
was  a  fair  and  ordinary  exercise  of  this  in  a  given  state  of  cir- 
cumstances is,  in  the  great  majority  of  cases,  more  or  less  a 
matter  of  opinion.  It  is  a  matter  in  respect  to  which  the  bulk 
of  mankind  are  competent  to  form  a  judgment,  and  in  respect 
to  which  the  united  judgment  of  the  jury  one  way  or  the  other 
is  quite  as  likely  to  be  right,  as  that  of  the  judges  who  sit 
upon  the  bench.  The  case,  therefore,  must  be  a  very  clear  one, 
in  which  the  court,  where  such  a  question  is  involved  and  the 
jury  have  been  properly  instructed,  would  be  warranted  in  set- 
ting aside  the  verdict  as  erroneous,  and  substituting  its  own 
judgment  for  that  of  the  jury.  {Irdcmd  v.  The  Oswego  R. 
R.  Co.  13K  T.  533;  JSafor  V.  TheN.  T.  CmiralR.  R.  Co.  24 
How.  Pr.  177;  Dickens  v.  The  Same,  38  N.  Y.  12,2;  Lamh 
V.  Camden  dc.  R.  R.  Go.  2  Daly,  45.) 

It  should  be  so  clear  as  to  lead  the  judicial  mind  to  the 
conviction  thut  the  jury  must  have  been  influenced  by  pre- 
judice, or  carried  away  by  the  advocacy  of  counsel,  or  by  some 
other  cause,  from  the  consideration  of  the  facts. 

In  Clayards  v.  Dethich,  (12  Ad.  &  E.  N.  S.  439),  a  case  in 
some  of  its  features  resembling  the  present,  a  trench  had  been 
dug  for  the  construction  of  a  sewer,  beneath  the  only  outlet 
from  a  stable,  leaving  only  a  narrow  passage  which  was  heaped 
up  with  rubbish  to  the  height  of  aboat  four  feet.  In  the 
afternoon  the  plaintiff  was  bringing  one  of  his  horses  out  of 
the  stable  and  was  about  putting  down  planks  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  him  over  the  narrow  space  which  was  least  ob- 
structed, when  one  of  the  defendants  said  thai  he  would  not  be 
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answerable  for  anything  that  happened  by  taking  the  horse 
over  in  that  manner,  to  take  him  over  on  the  other  side' and 
that  he  would  be  answerable,  and  the  plaintiff  then,  with 
assistance,  led  the  horse  safely  over  the  gravel. 

In  the  evening  he  attempted,  neither  of  the  defendants  be- 
ing there,  to  get  another  horse  ont  in  the  same  direction. 

The  defendants'  men  cautioned  him  not  to  make  the 
attempt,  as  it  might  endanger  the  horse,  but  he  did  so,  when 
the  rubbish  gave  way  and  the  horse  fell  into  the  trench.  The 
case  was  left  to  the  jury  who  found  for  the  plaintiff,  and  upon 
error,  it  was  held  by  all  the  judges,  that  upon  this  state  of 
facts,  it  was  for  the  jury  to  determine  whethen  the  plaintiff  had 
acted  as  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  would  have  done,  and 
they  refused  to  set  aside  the  verdict.  "  If  the  danger  was  so 
great,"  said  Patterson,  J.,  "  that  no  sensible  man  would  have 
incurred  it,  the  verdict  must  be  for  the  defendants,  and  the  case 
was  rightly  put  to  the  jury  as  depending  on  that  question,"  ad- 
verting at  the  same  time  to  the  circumstances  analogous  to  the 
one  in  this  case,  that  he  had  previously  carried  a  horse  over 
the  same  place  in  safety. 

So,  in  the  present  case,  it  was  for  the  jury  to  determine  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  an  act  of 
negligence,  or  a  want  of  ordinary  care,  for  the  plaintiff  to  croes 
at  that  place,  at  that  time,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  she  did, 
and  as  they  have  found  that  it  was  not,  their  verdict  should  be 
left  undisturbed. 

The  defendant  requested  the  judge  to  charge  that,  if  from 
the  evidence  the  jury  found  that  the  plaintiff  knew  of  the  ex- 
cavation on  this  crossing,  and  that  it  was  not  used,  then  her  at- 
tempting to  cross  there  in  the  night  was  an  act  of  n^ligence. 
The  judge  did  not  charge  as  requested,  but  told  the  jury  that  if 
the  plaintiff  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  sewer  then 
being  constructed,  and  used  no  precaution  in  approaching  so 
dangerous  a  spot,  that  then  it  was  for  them  to  say  whether 
there  was  any  negligence  on  her  part  or  not.  There  was  no 
foundation  in  the  evidence  for  this  request,  nor  even  for  the 
proposition  which  the*  judge  submitted,  for  the  plaintiff  swore 
positively  that  she  knew  nothing  of  the  construction  of  a  sewer 
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on  the  westerly  side  of  the  avenue,  or  of  the  existence  of  this 
excavation,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show,  or 
which  tended  to  show  that  she  did. 

The  judge  left  the  whole  question  of  the  existence  or  not  of 
negligence  on  her  part  to  the  jury,  and  it  was  precisely  one  of 
those  cases  in  which  it  was  proper  in  my  judgment  to  do  so. 
{Dickens  v.  N.  T.  Central  R.  R.  Co.  38  N.  Y.  21 ;  Johnson  v. 
Budson  River  R.  R.  Co.  20  N.  T.  65  ;  JEmst  v.  Hvdson  River 
R.  R.  Co.  35  N.  Y.  9 ;  Lamb  v.  The  Camden  <6  Amhoy  R.  R. 
Co.  2  Daly,  465,  466,  467, 468  ;  IreUmd  v.  The  Oswego  dso.  R. 
R.  Co.  13  N.  Y.  533 ;  Weed  v.  Bartrnan,  29  N.  Y.  591 ;  Rem- 
ha/rdt  v.  Ren.  cfe  Saratoga  R.  R.  Co.  32  Barb.  165;  EeUer  v. 
N.  Y.  Central  R.  R.  Co.  24  How.  Pr.  172 ;  JBeers  v.  Bousa- 
tonic  R.  R.  Cd.y}9  Conn.  566;  PhUa.  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Spearan^ 
47  Penn.  St.  300  ;  Chapman  v.  ParUme^  3  S.  D.  585,  Hay,  29  ; 
Munroe  v.  Leach^  7  Mete.  274 ;  McOrath  v.  Budson  R.  R.  Co. 
19  How.  Pr.  214;  PhiUvps  v.  Rens.  (&c.  R.  R.  Co.  57  Barb. 
644.) 

The  two  objections  to  questions  were  disposed  of  upon  the 
argument  and  we  have  nothing  to  add  to  what  was  then  said 
respecting  them. 

The  judgment  should  be  aflSrmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Vol.  ni,— 25 
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John  Fet  v.  James  E.  Smith. 

The  plaintiff  agreed  to  purchase  from  the  defendant  a  quantity  of  whiskey  then 
owned  by  a  third  party,  to  be  paid  for  when  it  should  "  arriTe  and  be  in- 
spected "  at  a  designated  warehouse.  The  plaintiff  made  a  partial  payment  on 
account  of  the  price,  bat  on  the  arriyal  and  inspection  of  the  whiskey  at  the 
warehouse,  a  disput-e  arose  as  to  the  exact  quantity  to  be  paid  for,  and  the 
plaintiff  refusing  to  make  any  further  payment,  the  defendant  sold  the  whisky. 
Held,  in  an  action  for  conyersion,  that  there  being  no  deliyery  to  the  plaintiff, 
nor  full  payment  by  him  of  the  price,  no  title  passed  to  him,  and  he  coold  not 
maintain  the  action. 

The  judge  cannot^  on  the  trial,  take  the  assessment  of  damages  from  the  jury,  nor 
suspend  judgment  and  order  the  exceptions  to  be  heard  in  the  first  instance  at 
General  Term,  except  upon  an  uncontradicted  state  of  facts. 

Appeal,  by  the  defendant,  from  a  judgment  at  trial  terra. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  for  the  unlawful  conver- 
sion of  56  barrels  of  whiskey  by  defendant. 

On  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  proved  that  he  agreed  to 
purchase  the  66  barrels  of  whiskey  of  the  defendant,  at  40 
cents  per  gallon,  and  pay  for  it,  when  delivered  and  in- 
spected at  Warren's  warehouse  at  Hunter's  Point.  It  was 
sent  by  the  defendant  to  the  warehouse,  and  a  dispute  arose 
between  the  parties,  whether  the  plaintiff  was  to  take  and  par 
for  it  at  the  guaging  at  the  distillery  where  it  was  made,  or  at 
Hunter's  Point  warehouse,  and  the  plaintiff  refiised  to  take  it 
or  pay  for  it.  The  defendant  claimed  that  the  bargain  was, 
that  the  plaintiff  should  take  the  whiskey  at  the  guaging  at  the 
distillery,  and  gave  evidence  on  this  point.  The  defendant 
called  for  payment  from  the  time  of  its  arrival,  early  in  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  down  to  about  February  11, 1868.  The  plaintiff 
had  made  a  partial  payment,  but  refused  to  pay  the  balance,  at 
the  guaging  at  the  warehouse. 

When  the  plaintiff  rested,  the  defendant's  counsel  moved 
to  dismiss  the  complaint  on  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff  had 
no  title  to  the  property  from  his  own  showing.  The  motion 
was  denied. 

When  the  evidence  was  closed,  the  defendant's  counsel  sub- 
mitted to  the  court  requests  for  him  to  charge  the  juiy,  and 
requested  the  court  to  submit  the  questions  of  fact  to  the  juiy. 
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The  court  refused  to  Bubmit  the  facts,  and  directed  the  jury  to 
find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  $2,218.95,  the  exceptions  in 
the  first  instance  to  be  heard  at  the  General  Term. 
The  defendant  appealed  from  the  judgment. 

James  Cromhiey  for  appellant. 

I. — The  court  erred  in  refusing  to  submit  the  questions  of 
fact  to  the  jury,  when  requested.  {BidweU  v.  Lament^  17 
How.  Pr.  357 ;  Lake  v.  Artizanh  Bank^  3  Keyes,  276 ;  JPur- 
choBe  V.  Mattemn,  25  N.  T.  211 ;  Howdl  v.  Govld^  3  Keyes 
422 ;  Hoaglcmd  v  MiUer,  16  Abbott  Pr.  108.)  The  court  can 
order  exceptions  to  be  heard  in  the  first  instance  at  the  general 
terra,  only  where  the  questions  of  fact  are  determined  by  the 
court  or  jury. 

II. — The  test  to  be  applied  is  which  party  would  have 
borne  the  loss,  had  the  whiskey  been  destroved  before  its  arrivaL 
Clearly  the  defendant,  for  he  would  not  have  fulfilled  his  con- 
tract. {EusaeU  v.  NicoU,  3  Wepd.  112 ;  Shields  v.  PetUe,  4 
N.  Y.  122 ;  McDonald  v.  Hevoett,  15  Johns.  349.)  When  the 
plaintiff  neglected  and  refused  to  pay  for  it,  after  its  arrival  at 
Warren's  warehouse,  the  defendant  had  his  election  to  hold  it 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  sue  him  for  the  balance  of  the  purchase 
price,  or  to  disafSrm  the  contract  and  sell  it.  {BemerU  v.  Svmthy 
15  Wend.  493 ;  Crooks  v.  Moore^  1  Sandf.  297 ;  Fancher  v. 
Goodman^  29  Barb.  315.) 

Burton  N.  Harrison^  for  respondent. 

I. — The  court  was  authorized  by  §  265  of  the  Code  to  direct 
the  verdict.  The  case  presents  only  questions  of  law.  There 
was  no  question  of  fact,  material  to  the  issues  made  by  the 
answer,  which  was  in  dispute, — ^none  of  the  facts  entitling  the 
plaintiff  to  recover  were  controverted, — they  were  all  proved 
by  the  plaintiff,  and  admitted  by  defendant.  {Cobb  v.  Cornish^ 
16N.  Y.  602;  TFXz^teJbr  v.  J/^"K,  28  Barb.  526.)  The  true 
test,  the  rule  to  ascertain  whether  the  judge  at  the  Circuit  is 
not  at  liberty  to  take  the  case  from  the  jury,  is  to  inquire 
whether,  if  the  jury  had  found  a  verdict  for  the  defendant,  the 
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court  would  have  been  bound  to  set  it  aside.  {Sackett  v.  Spen- 
cer, 29  Barb.  180.) 

II. — The  sale  in  this  case  was  of  goods  to  arrice  ;  it  was  an 
executory  contract,  conditioned  upon  their  arrival. 

The  moment  they  arrived  the  sale  was  executed  and  the 
property  passed  from  the  former  owner  to  plaintiff.  {Reimers 
V.  Ridner,  2  Robt.  22  ;  Benjamin  on  Sales,  436.)  The  con- 
struction of  the  contract  "  sold  to  arrive,"  was  for  the  court^— 
the  court  could  inform  itself  of  the  meaning  of  the  terra,  as  it 
did.  The  question  whether  and  when  the  property  passed,  and 
the  sale  became  executed,  carmot  arise  between  the  parties  to 
this  aetiouy  however,  iut  only  hetv>een  plaintiff  and  the  former 
owner. 

By  the  Court.* — Robinson,  J. — Whatever  question  might 
arise  under  the  pleadings  from  the  averment  in  the  answer, 
that  "  the  plaintiff  requested  the  defendant  to  purchase  for  him 
fifty-six  barrels  of  whiskey,  and  pay  for  the  same,  and  procure 
the  same  to  be  delivered  in  bond,  &c.,  and  that  plaintiff  agreed 
with  defendant,  that  he  would  pay  the  defendant  for  said 
whiskey,  the  price  and  sum  of  forty  cents  per  gallon,  &c.," 
none  such  could  arise  upon  the  proofs  given  by  the  plaintiff 
himself  by  which  it  appeared  that  the  transaction  was  simply 
an  agreement,  made  by  plaintiff  in  August,  1867,  to  purchase 
from  defendant  fifty-six  barrels  of  whiskey,  then  owned  by 
other  parties,  and  being  in  a  distillery  at  Utica,  which  defend- 
ant was  to  purchase  and  bring  to  Hunter's  point,  paying 
transportation,  and  have  ready  for  delivery  there,  at  a  bonded 
warehouse,  to  be  paid  for  when  it  arrived  and  was  in- 
spected. 

The  whiskey  arrived  at  the  bonded  warehouse  about  Sep- 
tember 16, 1867,  was  bonded  and  inspected  on  or  about  the 
26th  of  the  same  month,  and  partial  payment  was  made  on  ac- 
count Disputes  arose  as  to  the  true  quantity  to  be  paid  for  by 
plaintiff,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to  show  either  a  payment  in 
full  or  any  delivery  of  the  whiskey  to  him. 

Under  these  circumstances,  no  title  ever  passed,  and,  on 

»  Present  Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Robinson  and  Larremore,  J.J. 
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the  plaintiff's  own  testimony,  an  action  for  the  conversion  of 
the  goods  was  not  maintainable.  The  Judge  erred  in  denying 
the  motion  for  a  dismissal  of  the  complaint.  He  also  erred  in 
directing  the  jury  to  find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  $2,218.95, 
and  that  the  various  exceptions  taken  by  defendant  should  be 
heard  in  the  first  instance  at  General  Term.  The  general  denial 
of  the  case  stated  in  the  complaint,  was  not  avoided  by  the  state- 
ment in  the  answer  above  referred  to,  that  the  defendant  was  to 
purchase  the  whiskey  for  the  plaintiff,  it  being  subsequently  dis- 
tinctly averred  that  the  plaintiff  should  afterwards  pay  the  defend- 
ant for  the  whiskey,  forty  cents  per  gallon ;  that  he  would  take 
the  measure  and  guage  by  which  defendant  purcliased,  and 
would  bond  the  whiskey  upon  its  arrival  at  Hunter's  point,  and 
alleged  his  failure  to  pay  for  the  whiskey  on  arrival,  and, 
being  placed  in  a  bonded  warehouse,  to  bond  it. 

This,  in  substance,  merely  alleged  an  entire  agreement  with 
special  details  and  breaches  of  its  various  stipulations  on  the 
part  of  the  plaintiff,  but  disclosed  no  intervention  as  a  broker 
or  agent  for  plaintiff  in  purcliasing  the  whiskey. 

The  facts  it  presented,  if  adopted  as  against  the  a£Srmative 
proofs  produced  by  plaintiff,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  transac- 
tian,  disclosed  conditions  precedent,  to  wit :  the  payment  of  the 
price  agreed  and  the  bonding  of  the  goods  (so  as  to  relieve  him 
from  responsibility  for  the  goods,  under  the  Eevenue  Laws), 
which  were  necessary  to  be  done  to  effect  a  complete  delivery, 
and  vesting  of  title  in  plaintiff. 

Begarding  the  answer  irrespective  of  the  proofs,  as  an  ad- 
mission of  plaintiff''s  case,  the  Judge  before  whom  the  cause 
was  tried,  took  the  case  from  the  jury,  ordered  a  verdict  for  a 
particular  amount  upon  evidence  that  was  conflicting  and  un- 
certain as  to  the  extent  of  the  damages  allowable  in  any  event, 
and  that  the  exceptions  should  be  heard,  in  the  first  instance,  at 
General  Term. 

The  Judge  could  not  take  the  assessment  of  damages  from 
the  jury,  nor  suspend  judgment  and  order  the  exceptions  to  be 
heard,  in  the  first  instance  at  General  Term,  except  upon  an 
uncontroverted  state  of  facts.  The  judgment  should  be  re- 
versed and  a  new  trial  ordered,  with  costs  to  abide  the  event. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Casl  Klein  v.  The  Hamburg  American  Packet  Compaky. 

In  the  absence  of  proof  of  any  contract  on  the  part  of  a  common  carrier  to  carry 
a  passenger  and  his  baggage  to  a  particular  place  or  city  in  the  port  of  desti- 
nation, it  must  be  assumed  that  the  carrier  undertook  to  transport  the  passen- 
ger and  his  baggage  to  the  place  in  the  port  of  destination,  fixed  by  the  estib- 
lished  usage  and  custom  of  the  carrier. 

The  plaintiff  was  a  steerage  passenger  on  board  of  the  delendantfs  steamer  from 
Hamburg  to  New  York.  On  arrival  in  the  latter  port»  the  vessel  terminated 
her  voyage  at  Hoboken,  opposite  the  city  of  New  York,  that  being  the  place 
where,  according  to  the  established  usage  and  custom  of  the  defendants,  all 
their  passengers  and  their  baggage  were  landed.  At  that  place,  the  pluntiff's 
baggage  was  placed  on  the  pier,  was  opened  by  the  plaintiff  for  examination  bj 
the  customs'  officer,  and  was  then  taken  charge  of  by  the  subordinates  or  em- 
ployees of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  by  whom  it  was  tran^>orted  to 
the  Emigrant  depot,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  as  required  by  the  statute  refru- 
lating  the  landing  of  emigrant  passengers  in  the  port  of  New  York. 

Held,  that  in  the  absence  of  proof  of  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  defendaots  to 
transport  the  plaintiff  and*  his  baggvge  to  the  city  of  New  York,  the  defend- 
ants were  discharged  from  any  further  obligation  as  to  the  baggage  on  its 
delivery  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  at  Hoboken. 

It  teemSf  in  such  a  case,  that  the  subordinates  or  employees  of  the  Commissiooers, 
who  took  charge  of  or  were  entrusted  with  the  safe-keeping  of  the  baggage,  are 
the  persons  who  are  liable  to  the  plaintiff. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine 
Court. 

The  complaint  alleged  that  the  defendants  undertook  and 
agreed,  as  common  carriers,  to  convey  the  plaintiff  and  his 
baggage  from  the  city  of  Hamburg  to  the  city  of  New  York ; 
that  upon  the  arrival  of  the  defendant's  vessel  at  Hoboken,  the 
plaintiff,  with  the  other  passengers,  was  ordered  by  the  defend- 
ants' agents  to  go  aboard  the  barge  Ontario^  provided  by  the 
defendants  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  passengers  and  baggage 
to  the  city  of  New  York;  and  "that  the  defendants,  their 
agents,  and  servants,  in  carrying  this  plaintiff  and  his  baggage 
upon  said  barge  to  the  city  of  New  York,  acted  so  carelessly 
and  negligently  that  said  trunk  became  and  was  lost  and  did 
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not  arrive  at  said  city  of  New  York,  and  became  wholly  lost  to 
the  plaintiff." 

The  answer  was  a  general  denial,  but  on  the  trial,  the  de- 
fendants'counsel  made  certain  admissions,  as  follows:  "The 
plaintiff  came  to  this  country  in  the  steamer  Borussia.  On  her 
arrival  at  her  wharf,  at  Hoboken  (which  was  her  final  destina- 
tion) the  plaintiff  was  landed  upon  the  dock,  together  with 
his  trunk,  which  the  plaintiff  then  opened  for  the  custom-house 
officer.  After  such  examination,  and  after  the  trunk  was  passed 
by  the  New  York  custom-house  officials,  it  was  then,  by  the 
hands  on  board  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration's  barge  Onto- 
rioy  and  in  the  plaintiff's  presence,  placed  upon  the  deck  of 
that  vessel,  together  with  the  plaintiff,  and  the  barge  proceeded 
to  the  wharf  to  Castle  Garden.  During  the  passage  across, 
the  plaintiff  frequently  saw  and  had  his  eye  upon  the  lost 
trunk.  The  barge  was  fastened  to  the  wharf  at  Castle  Garden, 
and  the  plaintiff  went  on  shore  there,  and  while  on  the  dock 
he  saw  his  trunk  on  board  of  the  barge.  Previous  to  his 
leaving  the  dock  at  Hoboken,  some  man  belonging  to  the 
barge,  or  connected  with  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration, 
handed  him  a  brass  check  with  a  certain  letter  "  E  "  on  it,  and  ' 
a  corresponding  check  was  fastened  upon  the  trunk,  and  the 
trunk  contained  personal  property  to  the  amount  of  $268. 
The  plaintiff  still  holds  the  duplicate  brass  check ;  and  he  has 
not  received  his  baggage." 

It  was  also  shown  that  under  the  statutes  of  this  State, 
(Laws  of  1848,  chap.  218 ;  Laws  of  1867,  ch.  679,)  the  defend- 
ants are  compelled  to  deliver  their  steerage  passengers  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  testimony,  the  defendants 
moved  to  dismiss  the  complaint  upon  the  following  grounds: 

1.  That  the  loss  of  the  trunk  was  not  caused  by  the  acts  of 
the  defendants  or  their  agents,  but  by  the  Commissioners  of 
Emigration  or  their  agents,  or  the  agents  of  the  barge  On- 
tario. 

2.  That  the  defendants  duly  delivered  the  said  trunk  to  the 
plaintiff  at  the  dock  in  Hoboken,  and  that  the  plaintiff  then 
and  there  received  the  same,  and  took  the  same  from  and  out 
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of  the  care  and  custody  of  the  defendants,  into  his  own  cus- 
tody. 

3.  That  the  action  is  not  for  a  breach  of  contract  to  deliver 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  for  damage  for  the  loss  of  the 
trunk,  after  such  delivery,  as  the  testimony  discloses,  had 
been  made. 

4.  That  the  plaintiff,  after  delivery  of  the  trunk  to  him, 
accepted  a  brass  check  from  another  carrier,  to  wit :  the  agent 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  on  their  license. 

5.  That  the  defendants  neither  employed  the  Ontario  nor 
paid  it  or  its  agents,  nor  licensed  it,  nor  had  anything  what- 
ever to  do  with  it,  and  that  the  baggage,  atter  delivery  to  the 
plaintiff,  was  taken  from  the  plaintiff  by  the  agents  of  the 
Ontario  without  the  action  or  consent,  direct  or  indirect,  of  the 
defendants  or  their  agents. 

The  motion  was  denied,  and  the  Justice  gave  judgment  for 
the  plaintiff.     The  defendants  appealed  to  this  court. 

Barretts  <&  Redfidd  and  Oeo.  C.  Barretty  for  appellants. 

I.  This  case  is  plainly  distinguishable  from  Torpey  v.  WUr 
UamSj  {ante J  P^g^  162.)  The  trunk  here  was  seen  by  the 
plaintiff  on  board  of  the  barge  belonging  to  the  Commissioners 
of  Emigration,  and  the  barge  was  not  in  the  employment  of 
the  shipowners  or  paid  for  by  them,  as  in  that  case.  The  ele- 
ment here  which  did  not  exist  in  Torpey  v.  WilliamSj  is  a  dis- 
tinct delivery  to  the  plaintiff  at  Hoboken  dock.  Whether  that 
was  according  to  contract  or  not,  he  accepted  his  trunk  there, 
and  there  took  it  into  his  possession. 

II.  No  more  complete  delivery  could  be  made.  By  accept- 
ing the  Coipmissioner's  check,  he  released  the  carrier  from 
further  obligation,  and  accepted  instead  the  fresh  obligation  of 
other  parties.  The  defendants  might  have  delivered  the  trunk 
to  the  plaintiff  on  the  high  seas  if  he  would  have  accepted  it 
there,  and  if  he  then  placed  it  on  board  of  another  vessel,  met, 
say,  in  mid-ocean,  and  himself  got  on  board  of  such  other 
vessel  voluntarily  with  his  trunk,  and  accepted  the  obligation  • 
of  such  other  vessel,  the  contract  between  himself  and  the 
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original  carrier  would  Burelj  have  been  terminated.  It  Ib  per- 
fectly clear,  therefore,  that  even  assaming  that  a  contract  to 
deliver  In  New  York  had  been  proved,  the  delivery  and  accept- 
ance in  Hoboken,  and  the  fresh  contract  tlien  naade  apart  from 
the  defendants,  put  an  end  to  farther  obligations  or  liability  on 
the  part  of  the  defendants. 

H.  Fwt^  for  respondent 

L  The  loss  of  the  trnnk  and  baggage  was  caused  by  the 
acts  of  the  defendants  or  their  agents,  and  not  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Emigration.  The  Commissioners  of  Emigration  have 
no  power  to  take  charge  of,  or  of  conveying  such  baggage. 
{^Murphy  v.  Commissioners  of  Em,igration^  28  N.  Y.  134.)  • 

n.  No  delivery  to  the  plaintiflF  was  proven.  Unless  the 
plaintiff  agreed  to  receive  the  baggage  at  Hoboken  dock,  such 
delivery  amounts  to  nothing.  {Torpey  v.  WHUams^  ante^ 
page  162.) 

By  the  Court.* — Daly,  Chief  'Justice. — The  complaint 
averred  that  the  defendants  contracted  to  carry  the  plaintiff 
and  his  baggage  from  the  city  of  Hamburg  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  and  if  the  plaintiff  had  proved  the  contract  as  laid,  the 
judgment  might  be  sustained  upon  the  ground  that  the  non- 
performance of  the  condition  would  not  be  excused  because 
the  baggage  after  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  was,  by  a  public 
r^ulation,  taken  into  the  possession  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Emigration,  or  their  officers  or  agents,  and  was  lost  whilst  in 
their  custody.  {Torpey  v.  WiUtamSj  ante,  p.  176 ;  Merwin  v. 
Butler^  17  Conn.  138  ;  Story  on  Contracts,  §§  463-976 ;  Angell 
on  Carriers,  §  268-96.) 

A  common  carrier  has  the  right,  in  my  judgment,  to  limit 
his  obligation  in  view  of  the  existence  of  a  public  regulation 
at  the  place  of  delivery,  by  which  the  baggage  of  the  passen- 
ger, when  landed  from  the  vessel,  is  taken  into  the  possession 
of  the  public  authorities,  who  assume  the  exclusive  right  there- 
after of  delivering  it  to  the  passenger,  and  which  divests  the 

*  Present — ^Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Robinson  and  Larremore,  JJ. 
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carrier  of  aU  further  cnetody  and  control  of  it ;  but,  to  entitle 
him  to  the  benefit  of  this  qualification,  it  must  either  be  ex- 
pressed in  or  implied  by  the  nature  of  the  contract.  {Mu- 
schcmip  V.  Lcmcdster  &  Preston  IPy  Co,^  8  Mees.  &  Welsh. 
421 ;  St.  John  v.  Van  Santvoord,  25  Wend.  660 ;  6  HiD,  167.). 
The  general  rule  is  succinctly  stated  in  an  early  case,  in  these 
words:  "Where  the  law  creates  a  duty  or  charge,  and  the 
party  is  disabled  to  perform  it  without  any  default  in  him  and 
hath  no  remedy  over,  then  the  law  will  excuse  him ;  but  when 
the  party,  by  his  own  contract,  creates  a  duty  or  charge  upon 
himself,  he  is  bound  to  make  it  good,  if  he  may,  notwithstand- 
ing any  accident  or  inevitable  necessity,  because  he*  might  have 
provided  against  it  by  his  contract."  {Pardine  v.  Jane, 
Alleyn,  27.)  In  that  case  it  was  held  that  the  tenant  was  not 
discharged  from  the  rent  he  had  stipulated  to  pay,  though  a 
foreign  enemy,  who  had  invaded  the  kingdom,  entered  upon 
the  demised  premises,  expelled  the  tenant  and  kept  him  out  of 
the  possession  and  beneficial  enjoyment  of  them. 

The  defendants,  by  their  answer,  denied  all  the  averments 
in  the  plaintiff's  complaint,  except  what  they  expressly  ad- 
mitted and  all  that  was  admitted  by  the  answer,  or  proved 
upon  the  trial  was,  that  the  plaintiff  came  to  this  country  as 
a  passenger  in  the  defendants'  steamer,  with  his  baggage,  con- 
sisting of  his  trunk ;  which  was  suflicient  upon  the  complaint 
to  charge  the  defendants,  if  the  plaintiff's  baggage  was  lost  by 
the  breach  of  that  obligation  and  duty  which  the  law  imposes 
upon  common  carriers  for  the  safe-keeping  and  due  delivery  of 
the  baggage  to  the  passenger,  their  liability  in  respect  to  that 
being  the  same  as  common  carriers  of  goods.  (Angell  on  Car- 
riers, §§  113, 114.)  While  that  obligation  and  duty  continnes, 
the  carrier  is  excused  only  for  loss  or  damage  arising  by  the  act 
of  God  or  of  public  enemies,  and  the  point  presented  in  this 
case  is,  whether  that  obligation  continued  up  to  the  time  when 
the  plaintiff  applied  for  his  trunk  and  it  could  not  be  found. 

The  steamer  of  the  defendants  arrived  at  her  wharf  at 
Hoboken,  in  New  Jersey,  opposite  New  York,  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Hudson  river,  which,  it  appears  by  the  evidence, 
was  her  final  destination. 
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There  the  plaintiff  was  landed  and  his  baggage  was  put 
upon  the  dock  for  examination  by  the  custom  officers.  The 
plaintiff  opened  his  trunk  for  the  officers  to  examine  its  con- 
tents, and  his  baggage  having  been  inspected  and  passed  by 
the  officials,  he  locked  the  trunk  and  it  was  put  on  board  of  a 
barge  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  by  the  hands  of  the 
steamer.  Before  the  plaintiff  left  the  dock,  a  man  belonging 
to  the  barge,  or  to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  handed 
the  plaintiff  a  brass  check  for  the  trunk,  and  a  corresponding 
check  was  fastened  upon  the  trunk.  The  plaintiff  then  went 
on  board  the  barge,  and  upon  the  passage  across  the  river  to 
Castle  Garden,  frequently  had  his  eye  upon  the  trunk.  When 
the  barge  was  fastened  to  the  wharf  at  Castle  Garden,  he  went 
ashore,  and  from  the  wharf,  saw  his  trunk  on  board  of  the 
barge.  It  was  then  nearly  dark,  and  he  was  told  that  he  must 
go  into  Castle  Garden;  that  he  could  not  get  his  baggage 
then. 

In  the  morning  he  returned  to  Castle  Garden  and  looked 
for  his  trunk,  but  could  not  find  it. 

It  was  proved,  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  that  they  are 
compelled,  by  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  deliver  their  passengers 
to  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  ;  that  the  dock  at  which 
their  steamers  arrive  is.  at  Hoboken;  that  when  the  steamer 
arrives  the  passengers  are  landed  there ;  that  the  baggage  is 
put  upon  the  wharf,  in  the  presence  of  the  passengers,  to  be 
examined  by  the  custom-house  officers,  after  which  it  is  taken 
charge  of  by  the  employees  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigra- 
tion ;  that  the  passenger  receives  a  braes  check  for  his  trunk, 
and  that  the  trunk  is  then  put  on  board  the  barge  provided  by 
the  Commissioners,  and  that  from  the  time  the  baggage  is 
landed  at  Hoboken,  the  defendants  have  no  control  over  it. 
They  have  men  upon  the  dock  who  assist  the  passengers  in 
getting  their  baggage  on  board  of  the  barge,  and,  as  a  general 
thing,  it  is  delivered  by  these  men  at  the  string-piece  of  the 
pier,  and  from  there,  shoved  on  board  the  barge  by  the  em- 
ployees of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  ;  though  occasion- 
ally there  is  one  of  the  defendants'  men  on  the  barge  to  assist. 
The  checks  for  baggage  are  given  by  a  man  connected  with  the 
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barge,  the  checks  being  furnished  by  the  CommissioDers  of 
Emigration,  and  the  defendants  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

Upon  this  state  of  facts,  I  think  the  conclusion  nust  be 
that  the  defendants'  obligation  and  duty  as  comoion  carriers 
ceased,  in  respect  to  the  plaintiff's  baggage,  when  the  trunk 
was  delivered  into  the  possession  of  the  employees  of  the  Com- 
missioners  of  Emigration.     The  transit,  as  respects  the  defend- 
ants, was  then  at  an  end,  and  the  plaintiff's  baggage,  by  a 
public  regulation,  had  passed  into  the  custody  of  persons  who 
were  not  the  defendants'  agents  or  servants,  and  over  whom 
they  had  no  control.    {Hood  v.  New  York  and  New  Haven 
B.  H.  Co.,  22  Conn.  1 ;    Garside  v.  Trent  Nav.  Co.,  4  T.  R 
581 ;    Tower  v.  Utica  wnd  Schenectady  Ji.  H.  Co.,  7  Hill,  47; 
Angell  on  (^/arriers,  §§  113,  140,  3'i2,  75.)    In  the  absence  of 
proof  of  a  contract  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  to  convey  the 
plaintiff  and  his  baggage  to  the  city  of  New  York,  it  must  be 
assumed  tha;t  they  undertook  to  transport  him  and  his  baggage 
according  to  their  established  laws,  usage  and  custom,  to  the 
port  of  New  York,  and  what  that  was  is  shown  by  the  evidence. 
It  was  to  convey  him  to  the  dock  at  Hoboken,  the  place  at 
which  the  vessel  arrives,  and  which  is  the  termination  of  her 
voyage,  or,  as  the  evidence  expresses  it,  her  final  destination, 
where  emigrant  passengers  and  their  baggage,  destined  for  the 
city  of  New  York,  are  taken  chak'ge  of  by  the  subordinates  or 
employees  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  and  transported 
to  the  emigrant  depot  at  Castle  Garden.    If  I  am  right  in 
assuming,  in  the  absence  of  the  proof  of  any  other  contract, 
that  this  was  the  extent  of  their  obligation,  then  it  was  fully 
discharged,  and  their  duty  was  at  an  end  when  the  plaintiff 
and  his  trunk  was  put  on  board  the  barge.    The  plaintiff  came 
from  Hamburg,  in  the  steerage  of  the  steamer,  and  was  what 
is  known  as  an  emigrant  passenger. 

By  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  all  personal  baggage 
of  emigrant  passengers  arriving  at  the  port  of  and  destined  for 
the  city  of  New  York,  must  be  landed  at  the  place  in  this  city 
designated  by  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration,  and  the  mas- 
ter or  owner  of  any  vessel,  landing  any  emigrant  passenger,  or 
his  baggage,  at  any  other  place  in  this  city,  is  subject  to  a  pen- 
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altj  (2  LawB  of  1 857,  p.  243) ;  nor  can  any  steamboat,  tug, 
bai^,  propeller,  or  other  vessel,  take  such  passenger,  or  his 
baggage  from  any  ship  or  vessel,  to  any  dock  in  this  city  or 
Brooklyn,  unless  by  the  special  license  or  authority  of  the 
Commissioners.  {Id.  p.  240.)  The  Commissioners  have  desig- 
nated Castle  Garden,  in  this  city,  as  the  place  for  the  landing 
of  such  passengere  and  their  baggage,  and  the  defendants  could 
not  lawfully  land  the  plaintiff  at  any  other  place,  nor  allow  any 
other  vessel  to  come  and  take  the  emigrant  passenger  trom  their 
steamer,  except  one  designated,  or  licensed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners. As  the  defendants'  dock  and  wharf  for  their  steamer 
was  at  Hoboken,  and  as  the  Commissioners  had  a  barge  there 
ready  to  take  the  passengers  and  their  baggage  to  the  depot  at 
Castle  Garden,  there  was  nothing  for  the  defendants  to  do  but  to 
land  the  plaintiff  and  other  emigrants  and  their  baggage,  upon 
the  dock  at  Hoboken,  when  the  steamer  arrived ;  and  having 
done  this,  and  by  their  servants,  put  the  plaintiff's  trunk  on 
board  the  barge,  they  did  all  they  could  be  required  to  do  in 
the  fulfillment  and  discharge  of  their  contract. 

We  held,  in  Murphy  v.  The  Commissioners  of  Emigrations 
that  an  action  would  not  lie  against  the  Commissioners  for  the 
non-delivery  of  the  baggage  of  an  emigrant  passenger  taken 
from  the  vessel  by  a  tug-boat  licensed  by  the  Commissioners, 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  public  officers,  and  as  such,  are  not 
personally  responsible  for  loss  occasioned  by  the  neglect  or  acts 
of  their  subordinates  or  those  a<?ting  under  them,  or  by  their 
authority,  and  this  is  now  the  settled  law  of  this  State,  the  de- 
cision having  been  aflirmed  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  (28  N.  T. 
B.  134).  ^^  The  government,"  said  Selden,  J.,  ^'  in  assuming 
control  over  the  landing  of  emigrants  and  their  baggage,  does 
not  undertake,  either  by  itself  or  its  oflScers,  to  indemnify  the 
emigrant."  If  the  regulation  which  it  has  established  fail  to 
protect  the  emigrant,  though  designed  for  that  purpose,  *'  it  is 
a  misfortune  for  which  he  has  no  remedy  against  the  State  or 
against  the  Commissioners." 

The  question  may  be  asked,  who,  then,  is  responsible  for 
the  loss  of  the  plaintiff's  tru\ik  ?  Tie  answer  must  be,  the 
subordinates  of  the  Commissioners  of  Emigration  who  took  it 
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in  charge,  or  who  was  intrusted  with  the  safe  keeping  of  it. 
{Rowning  v.  OoodohUd,  3  Wils.  453,  454,  2  Ed ;  WhUfidd  v. 
DeDespencer^  Cowp.  765 ;  Bayley  v.  The  Mayor  cfec,  8  Hill, 
531 ;  Stock  r.  Harris,  5  Burr.  279 ;  Storj  on  Bailments,  §463 ; 
Story  on  Agency,  §  319, 6,  7th  Ed.) 

If  lost  by  their  negligence  they  are  answerable,  or  if  they 
fail  to  deliver  it,  or  cannot  produce  it  when  the  emigrant  ap- 
plies for  it,  or  explain  its  loss  through  circnmstances  that  wQl 
excuse  them,  its  loss  through  their  negligence  may  be  presumed 
until  the  contrary  is  shown.  {Arent  v.  Squire,  1  Daly,  347 ; 
Murphy  V.  Comers  of  Emigration,  28  N.  T.  E.  134 ;  Sender  v. 
Ihe  Same,  1  Hilt.,  244 ;  Shearman  &  Bedfield  on  Negligence, 
12.) 

It  would  seem  from  the  evidence,  that  the  Commissioners 
assumed  a  more  direct  and  exclusive  control  and  custody  of  the 
emigrant  and  his  baggage,  than  was  the  case  in  Murphy  v. 
IJie  Comers,  dso.  {supra),  or  in  Sender  v.  The  Same  (1  Hilt, 
244.) 

Whether  they  have  or  have  not,  by  so  doing,  brought  them- 
selves within  the  pale  of  individual  responsibility,  it  is  impoe- 
sible  for  us  to  say  upon  the  facts  now  before  ns.  All  that  we 
can  say  is,  that  if  the  Commissioners  go  beyond  the  limits  of 
their  official  power,  or  act  in  the  discharge  of  them  in  so  inex- 
cusable a  manner  as  to  become  directly,  themselves,  the  cause 
of  loss  or  injury  to  the  emigrant,  they  would  be  responsible. 
(Durdop  V.  Munroe,  7  Cranch,  242,  269  ;  2  Kent's  Com.  610, 
4th  Ed.  ^  Story  on  Agency,  §  319,  7th  Ed.) 

Whoever  may  be  answerable  for  the  loss  of  the  plaintiff's 
trunk,  it  is  very  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  defendants  are  not 

The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW  YORK— MAEOH,  1871.  399 

Ahern  y.  The  National  Steamship  Company. 


Michael  Ahern  v.  The  National  Steamship  Company. 

A  foreign  corporation  is  the  mere  creature  of  the  law  of  the  State  or  govemment 
which  gave  it  existence,  and  the  validity  of  ita  acts,  oateide  of  the  State  of  its 
creatioD,  depends  npon  the  laws  of  the  sovereignty  where  they  are  transacted. 
When  it  attempts  to  transact  business  in  another  State  it  does  so  npon  the  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  its  laws  and  sabject  to  the  process  of  ita  coai'ts. 

From  the  artificial  and  impersonal  character  of  sach  an  institntion  onteide  of  the 
State  of  its  creation,  it  is  evident  that  a  foreign  jurisdiction  over  it  must  be  of 
a  special  statutory  character. 

The  different  and  progresdve  statutes  ponferring  jurisdiction  over  foreign  cor- 
porations in  this  State  explained  and  commented  upon. 

Courts  of  special  jurisdiction  are  confined  in  their  jurisdiction  strictly  to  the 
authority  given  them,  and  take  nothing  by  implication. 

The  IHstrict  Courts  of  the  city  of  New  York  have  neither  by  express  or  implied 
grant,  any  jurisdiction  in  an  action  against  a  foreign  corporation,  having  a 
place  of  business  in  that  city,  to  proceed  in  invitum  ;  and  a  judgment  rendered 
against  such  a  corporation,  it  having  appeared  and  objected  to  the  jurisdiction, 
will  be  reversed. 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  First  District  Court. 

The  plaintiff,  a  resident  of  the  City  of  New  York  brought 
the  action  to  recover  the  value  of  certain  work  and  services 
performed  by  him  for  the  defendant,  a  foreign  corporation 
created  by  and  organized  under  an  act  of  parliament,  but 
having  an  office  or  place  of  business  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Upon  the  return  day  of  the  summons,  the  defendant  appeared 
by  counsel  and  objected  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdiction  in 
such  actions.  The  objection  was  overruled  by  the  justice  and 
the  defendant  withdrew  from  the  case ;  the  plaintiff  thereupon 
proved  his  case  and  the  justice  rendered  judgment  in  his  favor 
for  the  amount  of  his  claim,  from  which  judgment  the  defend- 
ant appealed  to  this  court.* 

.  _  - 

*  On  the  first  hearing  of  this  appeal,  April  term,  1870,  the  judgment  below 
was  affirmed,  with  opinion  of  the  court  by  Loew,  J.,  reported  in  8  Abbott.  Pr. 
N.  S.  283.  On  the  application  of  the  appellant  a  reargument  was  ordered,  and 
on  the  rehearing  of  the  appeal,  the  decision  here  reported  was  made. 
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John  Chetwoody  for  appellant. 
Wm,  C.  Clifford^  for  respondent. 

By  thb  Coubt.* — Robinbon,  J. — The  only  qnestion  pre- 
sented on  this  appeal  is  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  First 
District  Court  over  a  foreign  corporation  having  an  office  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  transaction  of  its  business,  in  an 
action  for  services  rendered  by  plaintiff  in  taking  care  of  the 
office. 

A  foreign  corporation  has  no  corporate  existence  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  State  in  which  it  is  created,  yet  it  may  transact 
business  outside  of  such  State,  but  elsewhere  its  existence  is  re- 
cognized as  mere  matter  of  Comity.  {Bank  of  Augusta  v. 
Earle^  13  Peters,  558 ;  Ohio  <&  Mu8,  B.  JR.  Co.  v.  Wh^^,  1 
Black,  286 ;  Merrick  v.  Van  Sa/rUn}oard,  34  N.  T.  220.)  It  is  the 
mere  creature  of  the  law  of  the  State  or  government  which 
gave  it  existence,  and  the  validity  of  its  acts,  outside  of  the 
State  of  its  creation,  depends  upon  the  laws  of  the  sovereignty 
where  they  are  transacted.  When  it  attempts  to  transact  busi- 
ness in  another  State,  it  does  so  upon  the  conditions  prescribed 
by  its  laws,  and  subject  to  the  process  of  its  courts.  {LafayeUe 
Ins  Co.  V.  French^  18  How.  U.  S.  408 ;  Austi/n  v.  N.  T. 
cfe  Erie  R.  B.  Co.  1  Butcher,  381 ;  People  v.  N.  J.  Centrd 
R.  R.  Co.  48  Barb.  478.)  Allen,  J.,  in  Stefoena  v.  Phomixlns. 
Co.  (24  How.  Pr.  517),  says:  *' When  they  avail  themselves  of 
this  comity,  and  of  the  privileges  thus  conferred,  and  transfer 
their  business,  or  any  part  of  it,  to  another  State,  and  establish 
agencies  within  such  State,  although  they  remain  inhabitants 
of  the  State  of  their  incorporation,  for  the  reason  that  the  'ar- 
tificial, invisible,  and  intangible  being  the  mere  creation  of 
law,'  and  of  a  positive  law  which  has  no  force  ex  propria 
vigore,  beyond  the  State  jurisdiction,  cannot  migrate;  they, 
quoad  the  business  thus  transferred,  lose  their  citizenship  and 
become  to  that  extent  citizens  of  the  State  under  whose  laws 
they  transact  their  business,  and  of  whose  governmental  pro- 
tection they  avail  themselves." 

•  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.,  and  Robinson,  J. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  YOEK— MAEOH,  1871.  401 

Ahern  y.  The  National  Steamship  Company. 

The  defendants  being,  to  this  extent,  subject  to  the  laws 
of  this  State,  the  question  is  presented,  whether  any  juris- 
diction of  the  action  existed  in  the  District  Court  where  the 
defense  of  a  want  of  jurisdiction  was  interposed  by  them. 
From  the  artificial  and  impersonal  character  of  such  an  institu- 
tion outside  of  the  State  of  its  creation,  it  is  evident  a  foreign 
jurisdiction  over  it  must  be  of  a  special  statutory  character. 
That  conferred  upon  our  courts  has  been  progressive.  Prior 
to  the  revised  statutes,  acts  authorizing  attachments  against 
absent  debtors  were  construed  as  having  relation  to  natural 
persons  only  and  not  to  a  corporation  {JUcQueenv,  Middletown 
Man.  Co.  16  Johns.  5).  •  It  was  also  decided  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  affirmed  on  appeal,  that  that  court  had  no  power 
to  attach  the  property  of  such  a  corporation  (Rev.  notes,  3  R. 
S.  2d  ed.  754,  notes  to  §  15-16). 

In  consequence  of  which,  jurisdiction  was  first  given  to  the 
Supreme  Court,  against  foreign  corporations,  by  way  of  attach- 
ment (2  R.  S.  459,  §  15  &c.),  which  by  amendment,  in  chap.  107 
of  the  laws  of  1849,  was.  extended  to  the  Superior  Court  and 
Common  Pleas  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  and  to 
actions  for  debt  or  damages,  upon  contracts  made  within  or 
causes  of  action  arising  within  this  State,  to  be  commenced  by 
summons  and  complaint,  with  power  to  issue  an  attachment. 

The  amendments  to  the  code  of  procedure,  passed  in  1849, 
by  chap.  438  of  the  laws  of  that  year  (§§  33  and  427),  con- 
firmed such  jurisdiction  in  those  courts,  and  also  extended  it  to 
Mayors'  and  Recorders'  Conrts  of  cities.  Until  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution  of  1846,  and  the  enactment  of  the  judiciary 
act  of  1847,  chap.  470,  §  45,  Justices'  Courts  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion of  actions  against  corporations.  The  code  of  procedure 
of  1848  provided  for  the  exercise  of  that  jurisdiction. 

By  the  amendments  of  1851  to  §  134  of  the  code,  service 
of  summons  in  a  suit  against  a  corporation  was  authorized  to 
be  made  on  additional  officers  (treasurer  and  director)  to  those 
enumerated  in  the  original  section  113,  as  passed  in  1848,  and 
the  further  clause  to  the  amendment  reads  as  follows :  ^'  But 
such  service  can  be  made  in  respect  to  a  foreign  corporation 
only  when  it  has  property  within  the  State,  or  the  cause  of 
Vol.  KL— 26 
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actions  arose  therein."  fij  the  farther  amendments  to  the  code 
of  1852,  section  64,  subdi vision  15  was  made  to  read  as  follows : 
"  15.  The  provisions  of  this  act  respecting  forms  of  actions, 
parties  to  actions,  the  mles  of  evidence,  the  tim^  of  com- 
mencing actions,  and  the  service  of  process  upon  corporatumSy 
shall  apply  to  these  courts"  (of  justice  of  the  peace) ;  the  clause 
underscored  being  that  portion  inserted  bj  this  amendment. 

By  the  act  of  1855,  chap.  274,  every  corporation  created 
by  the  laws  of  any  other  State,  doing  business  in  this  State, 
was  required  to  designate  some  person,  within  the  county  in 
which  it  transacted  its  business,  on  whom  process  might  be 
served,  and  if  no  such  designation  wa&  made,  the  process  might 
be  served  on  any  person,  who  should  be  found  within  this  State 
acting  as  the  agent  of  such  corporation,  or  doing  business  for 
it;  but  by  a  further  amendment  to  sec.  134  of  the  code, 
made  in  1859,  the  following  words  were  added  to  those  in  that 
section  above  quoted  :  "  Or  where  such  service  shall  be  made 
within  the  State,  personally  upon  the  president,  treasurer,  or 
secretary  thereof." 

This  limitation  of  the  mode  of  serving  the  summons  upon 
foreign  corporations  has  probably  superseded  and  repealed  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  1855. 

The  Justices'  Courts,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  are  the  sub- 
ject of  numerous  acts  passed  in  and  since  the  year  1820.  By 
the  Act  of  1852,  chap.  324,  they  had  received  the  appellation 
of  District  Courts.  The  Act  of  1857,  chap.  344,  reorganized 
the  courts,  with  the  jurisdiction  conferred  on  justices  of  the 
peace,  by  §§  53  and  54  of  the  code^  where  the  sum  recovered 
did  not  exceed  $250,  and  of  actions  upon  the  charter,  ordi- 
nances and  by-laws  of  the  city ;  and  also  in  cases  provided  for 
in  sections  206  to  217  of  the  code,  as  well  as  some  other  cases ; 
and  by  the  48th  section  of  that  act,  sections  55  to  64  of  the 
code,  both  inclusive,  and  section  68,  are  made  applicable  to 
thes^  courts.  By  section  4  of  the  Act  of  1857,  sub-division  2, 
they  have  jurisdiction  against  corporations,  if  the  plaintiff,  or 
one  of  them  reside,  or  the  corporation  (defendant)  transacts  its 
general  business,  keeps  an  office,  has  an  agency,  or  is  estab- 
lished by  law,  in  the  district  (except  the  corporation  of  New 
York).    None  of  the  provisions  of  the  code  in  any  way  assume, 
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in  terms^  to  confer  jurisdiction  as  against  foreign  corporations, 
except  upon  the  courts  of  record  specially  named  in  §§  33  and 
427,  and  while  the  provisions  relating  to  the  service  of  process, 
and  which  include  service  on  both  domestic  and  foreign  corpo- 
rations, are  to  be  applied  generally  to  all  the  courts  of  original 
jurisdiction  named  in  the  code,  they  are  yet  to  be  accepted, 
distribntively,  with  reference  to  the  jurisdiction  specially  con- 
ferred upon  each. 

Courts  of  special  and  limited  jurisdiction,  such  as  are 
courts  of  justices  of  the  peace  and  district  courts,  are  confined 
in  their  jurisdiction  strictly  to  the  authority  given  them.  They 
take  nothing  by  implication,  but  must,  in  every  instance,  show 
that  the  power  has  been  expressly  granted  them.  {Laomis  v. 
Btyboersy  22  How.  'Pr.  361.) 

The  jurisdiction  over  foreign  corporations  conferred  by  sec- 
tions 33  and  427  of  the  code,  is  special,  and  exclusive  of  any 
courts  of  this  State  other  than  those  named,  and  no  contrary 
intent  in  the  Legislature  to  oust  them  of  that  jurisdiction  can 
be  inferred^  and  far  less  deemed  to  have  been  transferred  to,  or 
conferred  upon,  these  inferior  tribunals  by  such  general  refer- 
ence as  is  made  in  any  of  these  statutes  to  '*  persons,"  "  par- 
ties," "  corporations,"  *'  plaintiflFs,"  or  '*  defendants." 

The  existence  of  such  jurisdiction  has  been  heretofore  •  ex- 
pressly denied  these  courts — in  'Paulding  v.  Hud,  Mem.  Co.^ 
.  2  E.  D.  Smith,  38,  decided  in  this  court  in  1851. 

The  amendment  made  to  the  Act  of  1867,  chap.  344,  by 
the  laws  of  1862,  chap.  484,  upon  which  it  is  claimed  a  change 
has  been  made  in  the  laws  in  this  respect,  cannot,  in  my  opin- 
ion,' be  held  to  confer  it,  unless  by  violating  the  foregoing 
principles  of  construction. 

No  argument  for  such  construction  can  be  originated  un- 
less by  accepting  the  word  '*  person,"  as  contained  in  sections 
22  and  23,  as  intended  to  confer  authority  to  entertain  jurisdic- 
tion against  2^  foreign  oorpora;tion. 

In  section  4  of  the  original  act  of  1857,  the  distinction  be- 
tween "  persons  "  and  a  corporation  "  that  is  a  defendant,"  is 
presented,  the  making  of  distinct  enactments  in  respect  to 
them  in  its  first  and  second  sub-divisions. 

The  80th  section  of  that  act^  however,  provides  that  the 
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word  ^'  perBon,"  where  it  occurs  in  the  act,  shall  include  a 
^^  corporation  "  as  well  as  a  natural  person,  and  this  identity  of 
signification  is  plainly  established ;  but  such  distinction  between 
"  person  "  and  "  a  corporation  "  (defendant),  is  contained  m  sec- 
tion 4  and  its  sub-divisions,  and  being  there  expressly  made,  it 
is  not  destroyed  or  affected  by  the  addition  of  sub-division  3  in 
the  amendment  of  1862,  which  relates  to  persons  and  perhaps 
corporations  (plaintiffs),  as  referred  to  in  sub-division  1  of  the* 
original  act,  and  although  §  23  of  the  amendatory  act  provides 
that  '^^  no  person,  who  shall  have  a  place  of  business  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  non-resident^  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act "  (whether  referring  to  the  original  or 
amendatory  act  is  immaterial),  this  does  not  interfere  with  the 
express  distinction  between  "persons"  and  "corporations" 
(defendants)  created  by  the  sub-divisions  of  section  4r. 

The  word  "  person  "  has  throughout  the  section  its  appro- 
priate signification  and  reference  to  the  previous  provisions,  and 
to  the  distinctions  there  drawn  between  the  subjects  of  the  en- 
actments, "  a  person"  and  '^  a  corporation"  (being  a  defendant). 

It  has  been  repeatedly  held,  in  construing  similar  acts,  re- 
lating to  the  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace  that  the  term 
*"  non-resident "  used  therein  and  in  a  like  connection,  is  inap- 
propriate, when  applied  to  a  corporation  {Johnson  v.  Cayuga  d 
Sasq.  E.  JR.  Co.  11  Barb.  621;  Sherwood  v.  Sar.  cfe  Wash.  B, 
R.  Co.  15  Barb.  650;  Dresser  v.  Vwn  Pelt,  15  How.  Pr.  17). 

By  a  review  of  the  legislation  relating  to  the  powers  of  our 
courts  over  foreign  corporations,  it  will  be  perceived  that  they 
have  been  (as  the  subject  deserves)  carefully  guarded  and, 
when  conferred,  made  the  matter  of  precise  regulation  and 
granted  in  express  terms.  The  control  over  matters  apper- 
taining to  such  institutions,  does  not  come  within  the  ordinary 
subjects  of  State  Legislation  or  jurisdiction  of  our  courts,  and 
tor  this  reason  cannot  be  deemed  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  legislature  in  their  enactment  of  general  laws,  relating  to 
persons  or  corporations,  either  citizens  of  the  State  or  creatures 
of  the  act.  It  would  for  these  reasons  be  a  violent  and  un- 
authorized construction  of  the  amendments  of  1862  to  hold  by 
any  implication,  that  the  general  terms  used  therein  not  only 
include  domestic  corporations  (defendants),  but  also  refer  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW  YORK— MAEOH,  1871.  405 

Sezaaer  T.  Bowen. 

and  sJSGQt  foreign  corporations,  so  as  to  allow  them  to  be  sued 
in  these  courts  of  inferior  and  limited  jurisdiction. 

The  District  Court  in  my  opinion,  had  neither  by  express 
or  implied  grant,  any  jurisdiction  of  the  suit  in  which  the  ap- 
peal is  taken,  to  proceed  in  invitum  against  the  defendants, 
and  the  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 


Louis  Sexauee  v,  Henby  C.  Bowen. — Gustavus  Petzold  v. 
The  Same. — Jacob  Exaibeb  v.  The  Same. 

The  verification  of  an  answer  to  a  duly  yerified  complaint,  which  states  that  **  the 
foregoing  answer  is  true,"  omitting  the  words  "  to  his  knowledge,"  is  insufficient 
under  sec.  157  of  the  Code,  and  the  plaintiff  may  retorn  the  answer  and  pro- 
ceed as  on  failure  to  answer. 

Appeals  by  the  defendant  from  three  orders  denying 
motions  to  set  aside  judgments  for  irregularity  except  upon 
terms. 

These  actions  were  brought  by  the  plaintiffs  against  the  de- 
fendant to  recover  balances  due  them  for  work,  labor  and 
services.  On  the  last  day  to  answer,  the  defendant's  attorney 
served  answers  of  general  denial  and  breach  of  contract,  which 
were  verified  as  follows : 
(Venue.) 

"  Henry  C.  Bowen  being  duly  sworn  says,  that  he  is  the 
defendant  in  this  action,  and  that  the  foregoing  answer  is  true, 
except  as  to  the  matter  therein  stated  on  information  and  belief 
and  as  to  those  matters  he  believes  it  to  be  true." 
(Jurat.)  (Signature.) 

The  answers  were  returned  by  plaintiffs'  attorney  on  the 
same  day,  with  an  indorsement  thereon  to  the  effect  that  the 
verification  was  defective,  and  on  the  following  day  he  entered 
judgments  as  upon  failure  to  answer. 

Defendant  then  moved  at  special  term  to  set  aside  the 
judgments  for  irregularity.  These  motions  were  denied  except 
upon  terms,  and  the  defendant  appealed  to  the  general  term. 
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C.  G.  Prentissj  for  appellant. 
Geo.  F,  Langhein^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Coubt.* — Loew,  J.  I  tHink  the  verification  of  the 
answer  in  each  of  these  cases,  was  insuflBcient.  The  Code, 
section  157,  requires  the  verification  of  a  pleading  wJien  made 
by  a  party  to  the  action,  to  be  to  the  eflfect  that  the  same  is 
true  to  his  knowledge,  except  as  to  those  matters  stated  on  in- 
formation and  belief,  and  that  as  to  those  matters  he  believes 
it  to  be  true. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  precise  language  used  in  that 
section  should  be  employed,  but  it  is  requisite  that  the  afiidavit 
of  verification  should  be  not  only  to  the  effect,  that  the  plead- 
ing is  true,  but  also  to  the  effect,  that  the  same  is  true  "  to  the 
hnowledge^^  of  the  aflBant.  {WiUiums  v.  Rielj  11  How.  Pr. 
374  ;  TibhaUa  v.  Selfridge,  12  How.  Pr.  64.) 

It  is  urged  that  if  a  pleading  contained  false  statements,  an 
indictment  for  perjury  would  lie  against  the  party  deposing  as 
^ell  where  the  afliiiavit  was  simply,  that  the  same  was  "  true," 
as  where  it  contained  an  averment  that  the  same  was  "  true  to 
his  knowledge." 

However  that  may  be,  it  is  sufiScient  to  know  that  the  Code 
requires  the  latter  mode  of  verification,  and  that,  if  it  had  no 
other  merit,  it  would  at  least  preclude  a  party  indicted  for  per- 
jury from  asserting  or  claiming  that  he  was  informed,  and  be- 
lieved that  the  allegations  and  matters  stated  in  the  pleading 
were  true,  and  that  he,  therefore,  thought  he  would  be  justified 
in  swearing  that  it  was  true. 

As  the  complaints  were  duly  verified,  the  answers  should 
also  have  been  properly  verified,  and  as  such  was  not  the  ease, 
the  plaintiffs'  attorney  had  a  perfect  right  to  return  them  as  he 
did,  and  enter  up  judgments  as  for  want  of  answers.  It  ap- 
pearing that  the  judgments  were  regularly  entered,  the  judge 
at  special  term  was  right  in  denying  the  motions  to  set  the 
same  aside  for  irregularity,  and  the  orders  appealed  from 
should  be  affirmed. 

Orders  affirmed. 

*  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew  and  Larremore,  JJ.    . 
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Leonabd  H.  Keudbckes  V.  Jacob  Eohlbebg. 

In  tftldDg  or  Btatiog  the  final  accounts  of  a  coparineralup  it  is  to  be  ascertained : 
First,  How  the  firm  stands  as  to  non-partners  (including  ooadyenturers). 
Second,  What  each  partner  is  entitled  to  charge  in  account  with  his  copartners, 

each  being  entitled  as  agaiost  the  other,  to  everything  he  has  adyanced  or 

brought  in  as  a  partnership  transaction  and  also  what  the  other  has  not  brought 

in,  or  has  taken  out  more  than  he  ought,  and  then; 
Third,  To  apportion  between  them  the  profits  to  be  divided  or  losses  to  be  made 

good,  and  ascertain  what,  if  anything,  any  partner  should  pay  to  the  other,  in 

order  that  all  cross-claims  may  be  settled. 

An  aecounting  between  copartners  is  to  be  governed  by  the  special  provisions  of 
the  copartnership  agreement,  and  the  right  to  a  return  of  capital  invested  by 
each  partner  is  only  to  be  destroyed  by  express  stipulation  to  the  contrary. 
Unless  waived  or  extinguished  by  express  agreement,  the  return  of  capital 
or  of  other  means  furnished  by  each  party  for  use  and  emplojonent  in  the 
bunness  for  their  mutual  advantage,  although  a  debt  of  a  secondary  character, 
is  as  between  them,  an  obligation  of  the  partnership,  which  should  be  diss 
charged  before  any  final  distribution  of  the  profits. 

When  clauses  are  repugnant,  the  earlier  prevails  in  deeds  and  agpreements,  and  if 
the  latter  provision  is  deemed  to  be  inconsistent  with  the  former,  the  latter 
must  be  rejected. 

A  and  B  agreed  in  writing  to  form  a  partnership,  A  contributing  $25,000,  and 
B  $5,000  to  the  capital  stock,  the  profits  to  be  divided  and  losses  to  be  borne 
equally,  B  agreeing  to  pay  interest  on  the  difference  of  capital,  viz.:  $10,000. 
No  special  contribution  of  skill  or  services  as  against  capital  was  required,  nor 
was  there  any  provision,  which,  by  necessary  construction,  disentitled  either 
party  to  a  return  of  his  capital,  before  calculating  the  respective  rights  to 
the  profits ;  the  last  clause  in  the  agreement,  however,  required  an  equal  divi- 
sion, share  and  share  alike  of  all  the  capital  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  partner- 
ship. Held,  that  the  capital  must  be  divided,  on  dissolution,  in  the  proportions 
in  which  it  was  contributed. 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  entered  upon  the 
report  of  a  referee. 

Tlie  action  was  for  a  dissolution  of  a  partnership  and  for  a 
settlement  of  accounts  between  the  parties  as  copartners. 

In  April,  1867,  the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  entered  into 
copartnership,  to  continue  two  years,  under  articles  of  copart- 
nership, which  provided,  inter  aliay  that  the  defendant  was  to 
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contribute  as  capital  stock  $25,000,  and  the  plaintiff  $5,000 — 
'*  the  $30,000  to  be  used  and  employed  in  common  between 
them  for  the  support  and  management  of  the  business,  to  their 
mutual  benefit  and  advantage." — It  further  provided,  that  each 
should  at  all  times  contribute  his  best  efforts  to  the  business; 
that  they  should  bear  and  pay  equally  all  expenses  and  all  pro- 
fits should  be  divided  equally,  except  that  the  plaintiff  was  to 
pay  seven  per  cent,  interest  per  annum  on  the  difference  of 
capital  stock,  namely,  on  $10,000,  and  all  losses  were  to  be 
borne  and  paid  equally.  Proper  books  of  account  were  to  be 
kept,  and  once  in  each  year  accounts  were  to  be  taken  and  pro- 
fits, if  any,  were  to  be  added  to  the  capital  stock. 

It  was  also  provided,  that ''  at  the  end,  or  other  sooner  de- 
termination of  their  copartnership,  the  said  copartners,  each  to 
the  other,  shall  and  will  make  a  true,  just  and  full  account  of 
all  things  relating  to  their  said  business,  and  in  all  things  truly 
adjust  the  same,  and  all  and  every  the  stock  and  stocks,  as  well 
as  the  gains  and  increase  thereof  which  shall  appear  to  be  re- 
maining, either  in  money,  goods,  wares,  fixtures,  debts,  or 
otherwise,  shall  be  divided  between  them,  share  and  share 
alike." 

The  partnership  continued  until  September  22d,  1868,  when 
the  stock  in  trade  was  levied  on  under  an  execution  against  the 
defendant,  whereupon  the  plaintiff  brought  this  action. 

The  action  was  referred  to  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Leonard  who 
found,  "  that  the  capital,  in  case  it  remains  unimpaired,  after  the 
payment  of  losses  and  the  interest  on  $10,000  agreed  to  be 
paid  to  the  defendant  for  the  difference  in  the  amount  of 
capital  mentioned  in  the  copartnership  agreement,  must  be 
divided  in  the  proportions  in  which  it  was  contributed  as  men- 
tioned in  the  said  agreement.  In  case  of  loss  to  an  extent  im- 
pairing the  capital,  it  must  be  equally  divided,  and  one  half 
thereof  deducted  from  the  capital  contributed  by  each  of  the 
parties.  In  case  the  loss  is  sufiicient  to  impair  the  joint  capital 
more  than  $10,000  then  the  defendant  must  have  judgment 
against  the  j^laintiff  for  one  half  the  amount  which  the  loss 
shall  exceed  the  last  mentioned  sum." 
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From  the  judgment  entered  upon  the  decision  the  plaintiff 
appealed  to  the  general  term  of  this  court.  * 

Edward  Van  Ne%%^  for  appellant. 
Owen^  Nash  (&  Gray ^ior  respondent. 

By  the  Court.* — Robinson,  J.  The  question  presented  is 
as  to  the  rights  of  the  parties  in  the  copartnership  assets  on 
dissolution  of  the  firm  and  after  payment  of  the  partnership 
debts. 

It  arises  mainly  upon  a  difference  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  articles  of  copartnership,  the  defendant  claiming  that  he  is 
entitled  to  be  paid  out  of  surplus  assets,  and  before  a  division  of 
profits,  the  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  excess  of  capital 
contributed  by  him  to  the  common  stock  beyond  that  con- 
tributed by  the  plaintiff.  On  the  trial  before  the  referee  and 
settlement  by  him  of  the  copartnership  accounts,  the  claim  has 
been  allowed  and  the  plaintiff  appealed  from  such  decision. 

The  special  provisions  in  the  copartnership  articles  affecting 
the  question  are,  that  a  copartnership  in  the  general  tobacco 
commission  business  shall  be  formed,  to  commence  on  the  first 
day  of  April,  1867,  and  to  continue  for  two  years,  and  that  the 
defendant  should  pay  in,  as  capital  stock,  the  sum  of  $25,000, 
and  the  plaintiff,  |5,000  ;  that  the  thirty  thousand  dollars  was 
"  to  be  used  and  employed  in  common  between  them  for  the 
support  and  management  of  the  business  to  their  mutual  bene- 
fit and  advantage ;"  that  they  were  each  to  contribute  their 
best  efforts,  to  bear  and  pay  equally  all  expenses,  and  all  profits 
were  to  be  divided  equally,  except  that  plaintiff  was  to  pay 
seven  per  cent,  per  annum  on  the  difference  of  capital  stock, 
namely,  on  teh  thousand  dollars,  and  all  loss  was  to  be  borne 
and  paid  equally. 

On  the  second  of  January  of  each  year,  accounts  were  to 
be  taken,  and  profits,  if  any,  were  to  be  added  to  the  capital 
stock,  and  at  the  end  of  the  copartnership,  after  a  final  and 
just  account  and  all  things  truly  adjusted,  "  all  and  every  the 

*  Present — ^Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Robinson  and  Larremore,  J  J. 
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Stock  and  stocks  as  well  as  the  gains  and  increase  thereof,  which 
shall  appear  to  be  remaining,  either  in  money,  goods,  wares, 
fixtures,  debts,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  divided  between  them 
share  and  share  alike." 

The  judgment  appealed  from  determines,  that  upon  pay- 
ment of  outstanding  debts  to  others,  the  parties  were  each  en- 
titled to  receive,  before  final  distribution,  the  amounts  they 
respectively  contributed  to  the  capital ;  that  such  contributions 
were  only  made  to  the  end  that  they  should  be  ^'  used  and 
employed"  in  the  copartnership  business.  The  return  of 
capital  stock  or  of  other  means  furnished  by  each  party,  for 
use  and  employment  in  their  business  for  their  mutual  advan- 
tage, although  a  debt  of  a  secondary  character  is,  as  between 
them,  an  obligation  of  the  partnership,  which  unless  waived  or 
extinguished  by  express  agreement,  should  be  discharged,  be- 
fore any  final  division  of  the  profits.  In  taking  or  stating  the 
final  accounts  of  a  copartnership,  it  is  to  be  ascertained,  first-^ 
how  the  firm  stands,  as  to  non-partners  (including  coadven- 
turers),  second — what  each  partner  is  entitled  to  charge  in  ac- 
count with  his  copartners,  each  being  entitled  as  against  the 
other,  to  everything  he  has  advanced  or  brought  in  as  a 
partnership  transaction,  and  also  what  the  other  has  not 
brought  in  or  has  taken  out  more  than  he  ought  (  West  v.  Skip^ 
1  Ves.  Sen.  239),  and  then,  third — to  apportion  between  them 
the  profits  to  be  divided  or  losses  to  be  made  good,  and  ascer- 
tain what,  if  anything,  any  partner  should  pay  to  the  other,  in 
order  that  all  cross-claims  may  be  settled  (Lind.  on  Part.  828). 

This  accounting  is  to  be  governed,  however,  as  between  the 
partners,  by  the  special  provisions  of  the  copartnership  agree- 
ment, and  the  right  to  a  return  of  capital  invested  by  each 
partner,  is  only  to  be  destroyed  by  expitess  stipulation  to  the 
contrary. 

The  several  provisions  in  these  articles,  that  the  contri- 
bution of  the  capital  stock  was  only  for  its  "  use  and  employ- 
ment "  in  common  between  them  in  the  business  of  the  firm, 
that  they  should  equally  bear  all  expenses  and  losses,  and  each 
alike  contribute  his  skill  and  services  to  its  success,  that 
plaintiff  should  pay  interest  on  $10,000,  one  half  of  the  excess 
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of  capital  contributed  by  defendant  (in  effect  confessing  by 
this  obligation  of  the  plaintiff  to  pay  interest  on  one  half  of 
BQch  surplus,  that  the  burthen  of  the  loan  or  advance  of 
$20,000,  made  by  the  defendant  to  the  capital  of  the  firm,  was 
to  be  thus  equalized),  and  that  all  loss  was  to  be  shared  equally, 
each  and  every  of  them,  clearly  indicate  the  intention  of  the 
parties  that  the  contributions  severally  made  by  them  to  the 
common  stock  wore  only  for  their  "  use  and  employment "  in 
the  business  of  the  firm,  and  that  such  excess  of  capital,  con* 
tributed  by  the  defendant,  was  not  intended  as  a  consideration 
or  lofivs  to  plaintiff  for  entering  into  the  partnership  or  for  his 
especial  contHbution  of  any  superior  skill  or  services  in  attend- 
ing to  its  affairs  for  two  years,  or  in  case  of  a  sooner  dissolution, 
possibly  for  a  day. 

The  only  provision  in  the  articles  upon  which  the  plaintiff 
relies  for  a  contrary  construction,  is  the  last  clause,  that  at 
the  end  or  sooner  determination  of  the  partnership,  after  a 
just,  true,  and  final  account  of  all  things  relating  to  their  said 
business  and  a  true  adjustment  thereof,  ^^  all  and  every,  their 
stock  and  stocks  as  well  as  the  gains  and  increase  thereof,  which 
shall  appear  to  be  remaining  either  in  money,  goods,  wares, 
fixtures,  debts,  or  otherwise,  shall  be  divided  between  them 
share  and  share  alike."  Such  true,  just,  and  final  account,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  before  stated,  necessarily  com- 
prehended the  matter  previously  referred  to  in  the  agreement, 
or  which  existing  under  the  common  law  (not  varied  or  modi- 
tied  thereby),  recognizing  or  establishing  their  individual 
claims  or  preferences,  as  against  each  other,  in  the  copartner- 
ship property,  and  especially  such  preferences  of  each  of  the 
parties,  iA  were  previously  provided  for  and  were  paramount  to 
the  rights  accruing  in  the  surplus,  upon  final  distribution. 

The  articles  disclose  no  especial  contribution  of  skill  or 
services  as  against  capital  (as  distinguished  from  its  use),  nor 
do  they  contain  any  provision  which  by  necessary  construction 
can,  or,  in  equity,  ought  to  disentitle  either  party  to  a 
return  of  the  capital  he  had  contributed  for  mere  use  and  em- 
ployment by  the  copartnership,  before  calculating  their  relative 
rights  in  the  prcfits.    The  contract  fixed  the  equality  of  the 
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partners  in  any  profits  or  losses,  and  any  construction  as  is 
claimed  by  the  plaintiff,  instead  of  insuring  such  equality, 
would  make  the  defendant  a  loser  by  their  joint  venture,  beyond 
any  sustained  by  the  plaintiff,  of  $10,000. 

Even  if  this  were  at  all  doubtful  by  reason  of  the  last 
clause  above  quoted,  the  learned  referee,  in  his  opinion,  correct- 
ly states  the  rule  of  law,  that  "  when  clauses  are  repu^ant,  the 
earlier  prevails  in  deeds  and  agreements,  being  contrary  to  the 
rule  as  to  the  construction  of  wills  (2  Parsons  on  Cont.  [3  ed.], 
26  and  note) ;  and  if  the  latter  provision  is  to  be  deemed  in- 
consistent with  the  former,  the  latter  must  therefore  be 
rejected."  Although  the  form  of  these  articles  of  copartner- 
ship is  such  as  is  commonly  adopted,  the  question  presented  in 
this  case  seems  to  be  scarcely  alluded  to  in  any  of  the  element- 
ary works  and  but  little  considered  in  any  of  the  adjudged 
cases  of  our  courts.  In  England  the  following  cases  bearing 
on  the  point  in  question  have  occurred.  In  Wood  v.  Scdes^ 
decided  in  1866  (Law  Rep.  1,  Ch.  Appeals,  369),  tlie  parties 
were  partners  under  articles  providing  that  the  business  should 
be  carried  on  for  the  mutual  and  common  benefit  and  risk  of 
the  partners'  profit  and  loss  in  equal  shares ;  the  defendant's 
capital  was  to  be  £1,500,  the  plaintiff's  £750. 

The  capital  of  each  partner  was  to  carry  interest  at  £5  per 
cent.,  to  be  allowed  yearly  before  making  up  the  accounts. 
The  remainder  of  each  partner's  share  of  profits  was  to  be  ad- 
ded to  his  capital  and  bear  interest  at  6  per  cent.,  to  be  paid 
before  a  net  division  of  profits.  On  dissolution,  after  payment 
of  debts,  it  was  provided  that  the  remaining  capital,  stock, 
moneys  and  credit  belonging  to  said  partnership  should  be  di- 
vided, or  received,  or  taken  by  the  said  partners,  according  to 
their  respective  shares  or  interests  therein.  On  suchdissolution 
the  capital  standing  to  plaintiff's  credit  was  not  much  in- 
creased ;  that  of  the  defendant  was  greatly  so,  partly  by  ac- 
cumulation of  profits  and  partly  by  cash  brought  in  by  him. 
After  payment  of  debts,  the  assets  were  insufficient  to  replace 
the  two  capitals  in  full. 

It  was  held,  under  the  peculiar  wording  of  the  agreement, 
that  the  debts  referred  to  did  not  include  the  capitals  of  the 
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partners^  that  the  assets  after  payment  of  debts  ought  to  be 
applied  first  in  repaying  to  the  defendant,  with  interest,  the  ad- 
ditional  capital  brought  in  by  him  in  cash,  and  that  the  re- 
mainder ought  to  be  divided  between  the  partners  in  propor- 
tion to  their  capitals. 

In  NoweU  v.  NoweU^ .  decided  in  1869  (Law  Eep.  7  Eq. 
Cas.  538),  the  partnership  was  formed  by  a  parol  agreement 
that  profits  and  losses  should  be  shared  and  borne  equally. 
One  of  the  partners  died,  and  it  was  found  he  had  advanced 
more  capital  than  the  survivor  to  the  amount  of  £1,900.  The 
net  assets  of  the  partnership  were  only  £1,400.  It  was  held  that 
the  deficiency  of  £500  was  a  debt  to  which  both  estates  were 
liable  to  contribute  equally.  It  was  contended  on  the  other 
side,  citing  Lindley  on  Partnership  (3  ed.  79{)),  that  the  capital 
was  at  the  risk  of  the  business,  and  that  therefore^ loss  of 
'capital  was  not  chargeable  against  the  debtor  partner.  The 
following  is  from  the  opinion  of  Sir  W.  M.  James,  V.  C: 

"  This  balance  of  £500  constituted  a  debt,  a  loss,  to  which 
both  parties  were  equally  liable  to  contribute,  and  there  is, 
therefore,  a  debt  of  half  tliat  amount  due  from  the  surviving 
partner  to  the  other  partner.  I  intimated  this  opinion  in  the 
course  of  the  argument,  and  I  was  referred  to  a  passage  in  Mr. 
Lindley 's  valuable  book  and  to  a  judgment  of  the  Lords 
Justices  in  Wood  v.  Sooles  as  being  opposed  to  that  view.  The 
decision  of  the  Lords  Justices  turned  entirely  on  the  construc- 
tion of  a  special  clause  in  the  articles  of  partnership.  If  Mr. 
Lindley 's  book  is  supposed  to  intimate  that  in  the  absence  of 
express  or  implied  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  partners  are  not 
to  contribute  equally  to  every  loss,  whether  that  loss  is  a  loss  of 
the  original  capital  brought  in,  or  any  other  loss,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  my  entire  dissent  from  it.  Whether 
moneys  are  brought  in  originally  as  capital,  or  advanced  sub- 
sequently, or  paid  by  one  partner  at  the  winding  up,  is,  in  my 
judgment,  wholly  immaterial. 

"  Every  partnership  is  a  series  of  partnership  adventures, 
and  if  the  partnership  be  tested  by  one  adventure,  the  rule 
is  made  very  clear. 

"Two  persons  engaged  in  a  speculation  say  in  the  pur- 
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chase  of  £1,000  worth  of  cotton,  one  has  the  £1,000  at  his 
command,  the  other  has  not. 

"The  first  partner  advances  his  £1,000  for  the  purpose 
of  the  speculation.  If  the  cotton  produces  £1,100,  the  £100 
is  divided  between  the  two  partners.  If  it  only  produces 
£900,  could  it  be  contended  that  the  capitalist  partner  is  to 
put  up  with  the  entire  loss,  and  that  the  game  of  partnership, 
between  the  man  without  money  and  the  man  with,  was  to  be 
on  the  principle : — '  Heads  I  win — tails  you  lose  ?  * 

"  I  hold  it  to  be  clear,  therefore,  that  in  this  case  the  sur- 
viving partner  was  bound  to  pay  half  the  deficiency  between 
the  available  assets  and  the  excessive  amount  advanced  by  the 
deceased  partner." 

Neither  of  these  cases  determine  any  principle  which  calls 
for  any^  modification  of  the  views  already  expressed,  and  the  ^ 
judgment  appealed  from,  was  not  erroneous  in  any  of  the  par- 
ticulars urged  against  it  and  should  be  affirmed  with  costs. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Mary  Catharine  Reed  and  Albert  A.  Nunez,  her  Trustee, 
V.  Thomas  Gannon  and  Osmon  Reed,  Jr. 

The  absolnte  sale  and  conreyance  of  personal  property  by  one  having  possession, 
not  only  affirms,  but  warrants  a  perfect  title. 

Where  a  husband  and  wife  entered  into  articles  of  separation  with  a  trustee, 
whereby  the  husband  transferred  to  the  latter  certain  personal  property,  to  be 
held  for  the  sole  use  of  the  wlfo,  and  agreed  to  discharge  any  Uen  existing  up- 
on the  chattels  within  ninety  days,  and  the  trustee  covenanted  to  save  the  hus- 
band harmless  from  all  the  debts  of  the  wife,  and  it  appeared  that  the  husband 
had  executed  a  prior  mortgage  upon  the  chattels,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
trustee  or  wife,  which  mortgage  had  never  been  filed, — Held  in  an  action  aguost 
the  husband  and  mortgagee  for  an  injunction  restraining  them  from  iuterfering 
with  the  property,  that  the  trustee  was  a  bona  fide  purchaser,  and  the  provision 
in  the  articles  in  regard  to  the  discharge  of  liens  was  merely  precautiooary. 
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Held,  also  that,  it  was  U>o  late  to  take  the  objection  for  the  first  time  in  the 
appellate  conrt,  that  the  case  was  one  relating  solely  to  personal  property 
and  a  mere  premeditated  trespass,  and  was  not  cognizable  by  a  court  of 
equity. 

Appeal  by  one  of  the  defendants  from  judgment  at  special 
term. 

This  was  an  action  for  an  injunction  against  the  defendants 
restraining  them  from  seizing  certain  personal  property  of  the 
plaintiffs. 

In  September,  1864,  the  plaintiff  Mrs.  Reed  was  lyarried  to 
the  defendant  Beed  with  whom  she  continued  to  live  till  short- 
ly prior  to  April  24th,  1867,  when  they  separated  by  mutual 
consent.  On  April  27th,  1867,  a  deed  of  separation  was 
executed,  to  which  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  Keed  and  the 
plaintiff  Nunez,  as  the  wife's  trustee,  were  parties,  whereby 
Keed  transferred  to  the  trustee,  for  the  use  of  his  wife,  the 
chattels  in  question,  it  being  covenanted  by  the  wife  and  her 
trustee  that  the  same  were  received. "  in  full  satisfaction  for  her 
(the  wife's)  support  and  maintenance,  and  for  all  alimony  what- 
ever," on  condition  that  all  mortgages,  liens,  or  encumbrances 
on  the  chattels  should  be  promptly  discharged,  declaring  how- 
ever, that  Mrs.  Beed  did  not  admit  the  validity  as  against  her- 
self of  any  outstanding  mortgage  or  lien.  The  trustee  further 
covenanted,  with  certain  qualifications,  "  in  consideration  of  the 
premises,"  to  save  the  husband  harmless  against  all  debts  of  his 
wife  theretofore  contracted,  or  which  might  thereafter  be  con- 
tracted, and  to  reimburse  him  in  case  he  should  be  compelled 
to  pay  any  such  debts.  The  wife  and  her  trustee  also  cove- 
nanted that  should  Beed  at  any  time  own,  and  be  desirous  of 
conveying,  any  real  estate,  the  wife  shall  join  in  the  convey- 
ance thereof,  and  release  her  dower  therein.  Beed  covenanted 
that  be  would  pay  off  and  discharge  any  lien,  mortgage,  or  en- 
cumbrance of  whatsoever  kind  or  description,  existing  on  said 
chattels  vdthin  90  days,  and  declared  he  did  not  assume  any 
liability  beyond  the  amounts  of  the  existing  liens  on  the  chat- 
tels. On  the  31st  of  January,  1867  (prior  to  the  separation  of 
Beed  and  his  wife),  the  former  borrowed  $1,600  from  the  de- 
fendant, Gannon,  to  whom,  on  the  6th  of  February  following, 
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he  executed  a  mortgage,  to  secare  the  indebtedness  on  the 
chattels  in  question.  The  mortgage  was  not  accompanied  or 
followed  by  any  delivery  or  change  of  possession,  and  was  not 
tiled  till  the  10th  of  May,  1867,  neither  the  wife  nor  her 
trustee,  at  the  time  said  deed  was  executed,  having  knowledge 
of  the  existence  of  the  mortgage.  On  the  19th  of  July,  1867, 
Gannon  attempted  to  take  possession  of  the  goods  under  his 
mortgage,  which  he  was  prevented  from  doing  by  a  provisional 
injunction  granted  in  this  action,  which  was  instituted  with  a 
view  to  obtaining,  on  the  final  hearing  thereof,  a  perpetual  in- 
junction restraining  the  defendants,  Gannon  and  Reed  and  each 
of  them,  from  interfering  with  the  plaintiffs'  possession  of  the 
property  in  question.  The  action  was  tried  at  special  term, 
Gannon  alone  appearing  and  defending.  Judgment  was  ren- 
dered perpetually  enjoining  the  defendants,  as  prayed  in  the 
complaint. 

The  judge  at  special  term  delivered  the  following  opinion: 
Daly,  Chief  Justice.  The  voluntary  gift  of  the  property 
in  question,  in  the  first  instance  by  Reed  to  his  wife,  he 
remaining  together  with  her  thereafter  in  the  actual  possession 
and  enjoyment  of  it,  is  not  available  to  defeat  a  subsequent 
mortgage  by  him  of  the  property  to  a  third  person  for  a  valu- 
able consideration.  {Bv^Me  v.  Mitchell^  18  Ves.  100;  Beach 
V.  Beachy  2  Hill,  260 ;  AUen  v.  Cowariy  28  Barb.  99 ;  JVeufoille 
V.  Thomson^  3  Edw.  Ch.  92 ;  Macquean  on  Husband  and  Wife, 
280.) 

The  mortgage  which  Reed  executed  to  Gannon  of  the 
property  was  for  a  valuable  consideration.  It  was  given  to 
secure  the  payment  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  which  was 
loaned  by  Gannon  to  Reed, — a  fact  established  by  the  testi- 
mony of  each,  which  was  not  disputed  by  the  plaintiff.  After 
the  mortgage  was  given,  but  before  it  was  tiled,  the  articles  of 
separation  were  entered  into  between  Reed  and  his  wife,  and 
the  plaintiff  Nunez,  as  her  trustee,  by  which  the  property  in 
question  was  transferred  to  Nunez,  as  trustee,  for  her  sole  use 
and  benetit,  the  trustee  on  his  part  covenanting  to  save  Reed 
harmless  from  all  debts  of  the  wife  then  existing,  or  thereafter 
to  be  contractel,  and  to  repay  any  debts  of  hers  which  he, 
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Beed,  might  thereafter  be  compelled  to  pay.  This  engagement, 
on  the  part  of  the  trustee,  was  a  sufficient  consideration  to 
support  the  agreement,  and  made  it  valid  and  effectual.  (  War- 
raU  V.  Jaodbsy  3  Meriv.  256 ;  Stephens  v.  OUvSy  2  Bro.  0.  0. 91 
JS/ng  V.  Brevoen^  id,  98,  note ;  Compton  v.  CoUUon^  id.  386 
Mtaer  v.  FUzer^  2  Atk.  514 ;  Page  v.  Trufant,  2  Mass.  161 
Simpeon  t.  Simpson^  4  Dana,  141 ;    Carson  v.  Mwrray^  8 
Paige,  500.) 

If  there  had  been  no  such  engagement  entered  into  on  his 
part,  the  agreement  might  be  treated  as  a  mere  voluntary 
settlement,  which  would  be  considered  void  as  against  credit- 
ors, but  the  existence  of  this  consideration  makes  it  valid,  and 
vests  the  legal  title  to  the  property  in  the  trustee.  ( Wheeler 
V.  Ckryl^  Amb.  121 ;  Glough  v.  Lambert,  10  Sim.  174 ;  CotOe 
V.  Frip,  2  Yern.  220 ;  Prac.  in  Ohy.  101, 118,  425 ;  Macquean 
on  Husband  and  Wife,  276,  277.) 

As  Gannon's  mortgage  was  not  filed  when  the  articles  of 
separation  were  executed,  it  would  not  affect  the  title  of  the 
trustee,  if  he  may  be  regarded  under  the  statutes,  (Laws  of 
1883,  Oh.  279),  as  a  subsequent  purchaser  in  good  faith.  A  pur- 
chaser in  good  faith  is  one  to  whom  the  property  has  been 
transferred,  upon  a  valuable  consideration,  without  notice  of 
the  existing  incumbrance,  and  I  cannot  say,  upon  the  evidence 
presented  at  the  trial,  that  the  trustee  had  notice  of  the 
existence  of  the  mortgage.  The  agreement  on  the  part  of 
Seed,  in  the  articles  of  separation,  to  pay  off  and  discharge 
any  lien,  mortgage,  or  incumbrance  existing  upon  the  property, 
or  the  declaration  therein  by  Mrs.  Eeed  that  she  did  not  intend 
thereby  to  admit  the  validity  of  any  outstanding  mortgage, 
lien,  or  incumbrance  upon  the  property,  does  not  necessarily 
imply  a  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  of  the  existence 
of  Gannon's  mortgage,  as  there  was  another  mortgage  upon 
the  property  which  had  been  given  by  Beed,  and  which,  from 
all  that  appears,  may  have  been  given  before  the  articles  of 
separation  were  entered  into,  and  may  have  been  the  in- 
cumbrance to  which  the  articles  referred.  Bad  faith  is  not  to 
be  presumed.  I  would  not  be  justified  in  presuming  that  the 
trustee  became  a  party  to  the  agreement  for  the  transfer  of  the 
Vol.  ni.*S7 
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property  to  him  in  trust  for  the  wife,  with  the  knowledge  of 
of  the  fact  that  it  had  been  already  mortgaged  to  Gannon  to 
seenre  the  payment  of  a  sum  eqnal  to  the  whole  value  of  it. 
Nunez  was  a  witness  at  the  trial,  and  the  question  might  have 
been  asked  him,  if  the  defendant  had  thought  proper  to  put  it ; 
or  if  the  fact  that  Nunez  had  no  knowledge  of  the  mortgage, 
was  one  that'  it  was  incumbent  upon .  him  to  show,  being 
peculiarly  within  his  knowledge,  the  objection  of  want  of  proof 
should  have  been  taken  at  the  trial,  when  the  evidence  might 
have  been  supplied.  As  this  was  not  done,  and  I  cannot  pre- 
sume that  he  had  notice  of  this  incumbrance. 

Judgment  must,  therefore,  be  given  for  the  plaintiflF. 

The  defendant  Gannon  appealed  from  the  judgment.  \ 

A.  J.  Perry,  for  appellant. 

James  Cla/rk,  for  respondent. 

By  the  Court.* — ^Robinson,  J.  The  controversy  in  this 
action  is  as  to  the  title  to  certain  articles  of  personal  property, 
transferred  by  the  defendant  Keed  to  the  plaintiff  Nunez  on 
April  27th,  1867,  under  and  by  virtue  of  certain  articles  of 
separation  executed  triparte  between  Reed  and  his  wife  Maiy 
(one  of  the  plaintiffs)  and  the  plaintiff  Nunez,  in  which  Nunez 
became  trustee  for  the  benefit  of  the  wife,  and  assumed  obli- 
gations to  and  with  her  husband,  in  respect  to  her  future  con- 
duct and  separate  maintainance.  He  was  undoubtedly  a  lona 
fide  purchaser  of  the  property  in  question  (as  trustee  for  Mrs. 
Eeed),  with  the  superadded  covenants  and  obligations  assumed 
by  him  personally,  on  her  behalf,  and  no  notice  of  the  claim  to 
the  property  made  and  attempted  to  be  asserted  by  the  defend- 
ant Gannon,  is  shown  to  have  been  given  him  prior  to  his  ac- 
quiring title  and  incurring  such  obligations.  Gannon  claims 
the  property  under  a  chattel  mortgage  executed  to  him  by  the 
defendant  Reed,  dated  in  February,  1867,  to  secure  the  loan  of 
$1,500  which  he  made  to  Reed ;  but  such  mortgage  was  not 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  where  Reed  resided,  until  after  the  defendant,  Nunez, 

*  Present —Robinson,  Loew  and  Larremore,  J  J. 
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had  acquired  title  to  the  property,  under  the  articles  of 'separa- 
tion, and  had  obtained  and  held  possession  of  it,  under  such 
title.  Under  such  circumstances,  there  can  be  no  question  as 
to  the  superior  legal  title  of  Nunez,  as  trustee,  under  the 
articles  of  separation  as  a  purchaser  without  notice,  unless  the 
clause  therein  that  Reed,  the  assignor,  would  "  within  ninety 
days  from  the  date  hereof  pay  off  and  discharge  any  lien, 
mortgage  or  incumbrance  "  upon  the  property  conveyed  to  the 
trustee,  in  itself  charged  him  with  notice  of  Gannon's  unre- 
corded or  unfiled  mortgage.  No  actual  notice  to  Nunez  of  its 
existence  is  shown  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  and  there  is 
no  rule  of  law  that  requires  the  plaintiff  in  such  case  to  prove 
a  negative. 

Proof  of  the  actual  payment  or  the  incurring  of  such  obliga- 
tion as  constitutes  the  consideration  of  the  subsequent  con- 
veyance, without  evidence  of  actual  or  constructive  notice  of  a 
prior  right,  renders  the  party  so  advancing  the  consideration 
money  or  incurring  the  obligation,  a  honafide  purchaser. 

The  absolute  sale  and  conveyance  of  personal  property  by 
one  having  possession,  not  only  affirms  but  warrants  a  perfect 
title  {Medmia  v,  SUmghton^  1  Salk.  210 ;  Soranton  v.  (Jlark^  39 
N.  T.  223.),  and  the  provision  in  the  assignment  or  transfer 
above  quoted,  referring  to  incumbrances  to  be  discharged  by 
the  assignor,  was  general  in  its  terms  and  merely  precaution- 
ary. It  made  no  special  designation  of  any  of  the  incum- 
brances of  the  character  stated,  and  provided  merely  for  the 
contingency  of  their  possible  existence.  It  in  itself  contained 
no  notice  of  the  existence  of  Gannon's  mortgage.  Under  the 
.  proofs  offered,  Nunez,  the  trustee,  was  a  bona  jide  purchaser, 
without  notice  of  that  mortgage. 

As  to  the  objection,  that  this  action  was  not  cognizable  by 
this  court,  acting  as  a  Court  of  Equity,  it  appears  it  was 
brought  to  secure  the  peaceable  enjoyment  by  the  plaintiffs  of 
the  rights  conferred  on  them  by  the  articles  of  separation. 

No  objection  was  taken,  by  the  answer  or  on  the  trial,  that 
the  case  was  one  relating  solely  to  personal  property  and  a 
mere  premeditated  trespass,  but  the  title  to  the  property  and 
the  right  to  its  possession  and  enjoyment  were  litigated  on  the 
trial,  without  question  as  to  whether  or  not  the  action  was  one 
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of  purely  equitable  cognizance ;  snch  objection  not  being  taken 
while  the  action  was  pending,  was  waived,  {TrvsccU  v.  Eing^ 

4  Paige,  77 ;  Bk.  of  Utica  v.  Utica^  4  id.  399),  and  can  not  be 
raised  oi;  the  appeal. 

The  opinion  rendered  by  the  court  below  fully  sustained  this 
claim,  and  the  judgment  was,  in  all  respects  correct,  and 
should  be  affirmed  with  costs. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Abraham  Goodkind  and  Othebs  v,  Jonathan  M.  Strickland 

AND  Others. 

Where  an  action  is  commenced  in  the  Marine  Court  by  attachment,  and  the 
defendant  ia  either  not  personally  served,  or  does  not  appear,  and  jadgment  is 
taken  by  default;  Juld  that  the  proceedings  are  in  the  nature  of  acttona  in  rtm, 
and  the  execution  in  the  action  can  only  be  enforced  against  the  attached  pro- 
perty. 

And  where  a  transcript  of  the  judgment  was  filed  in  the  ojfioe  of  the  clerk  of 
New  York  county,  and  an  execution  issued  to  Westchester  county  to  be  leried 
upon  other  property,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  will,  upon  motion,  set  aside 
such  execution  for  irreg^arity. 

Appbal  from  an  order  setting  aside  an  execution  for  irre- 
gularity. 

The  plaintiffs  commenced  this  action  in  the  Marine  Court 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  by  attachment,  on  the  ground  of  the 
non-residence  of  the  defendants.  The  only  property  attached 
was  a  leasehold  interest  in  27th  street,  New  York.  No  process 
was  ever  personally  served  on  the  defendants,  and  they  did  not 
appear  in  the  action,  and  judgment  was  taken  against  them,  as 
by  default.  A  transcript  of  this  judgment  was  filed  in  the 
county  clerk's  office,  New  York,  and  an  execution  in  the  usual 
form  was  thereupon  issued  out  of  the  Court  of  Conmaon  Pleas 
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to  the  sheriff  of  Westchester  county,  commanding  the  enforce- 
ment of  said  judgment  against  all  the  property  of  the  defend- 
ants in  that  county.  The  defendants  moved  to  set  aside  the 
execntion  for  irregularity.  From  the  order  granting  the 
motion  the  plaintiffs  appealed. 

J.  H.  Whitelegge^  for  appellants. 

David  McAdam^  for  respondents. 

By  the  Coubt.* — ^Robinson,  J.  The  judgment  in  this  action 
was  obtained  in  the  Marine  Court,  in  an  action  commenced  by 
attachment  on  the  ground  of  non-residence  of  the  defendants. 
No  personal  service  was  ever  made  on  any  of  the  defendants, 
nor  did  they  appear  in  the  action.  The  attachment  was  levied 
on  some  leasehold  property  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

After  the  judgment  was  recovered,  a  transcript  was  filed  in 
the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
upon  which  the  plaintiffs  issued  an  execution  out  of  this  court 
to  the  sheriff  of  Westchester  county. 

This  execution  has  been  set  aside  on  motion,  and  an  appeal 
is  taken  from  that  order.  Proceedings  by  way  of  attachment, 
when  the  defendant  is  not  personally  served  and  does  not  ap- 
pear, are  in  the  nature  of  actions  in  rem^  and  an  execution  on 
the  judgment  can  only  be  levied  upon,  or  enforced  against,  the 
property  seized  under  the  attachment.  (Code,  §  287  and  Laws, 
1881,  chap.  800,  §  39,  made  applicable  to  Marine  Court  by 
§  47,  and  see  Cooper  v.  Boe^  U.  S.  Sup.  Court,  Dec.  70 ;  N.  Y. 
Transcript,  Feb.  7th,  71.) 

The  attempt  of  the  plaintiffs  to  enforce  their  judgment 
against  any  other  property,  either  by  the  filing  of  a  transcript 
in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  Westchester  county,  or  issuing  an 
execution  to  the  sheriff  of  that  county,  was  unauthorized  in 
law  and  prohibited  by  statute  (§  39  of  act  of  1831). 

The  order  appealed  from  should  therefore  be  affirmed  with 
costs. 

*  Present — Robinson,  Loew,  and  Larremore,  JJ. 
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Chbistina  Feank  V.  Valentike  Benner. 
The  Same  v.  Chbistopheb  Bennxngeb. 

Although  by  the  laws  of  185S,  chap.  61Y,  appeals  are  authorued  to  be  taken  to 
the  general  term  of  the  Marine  Court,  with  Uke  effect  as  appeals  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  from  a  decision  of  a  single  judge,  and  upon  such  appeal  the 
court,  by  section  830  of  the  Code,  may  reverse,  affirm,  or  modify  the  judgment 
appealed  from,  and  may,  if  necessary  or  proper,  order  a  new  trial ;  yet  held, 
that  the  reversal  of  judgment,  with  order  for  a  new  trial,  does  not  constituie 
such  an  actual  determination  of  the  action  in  the  Marine  Court,  as  authorizes 
an  appeal  thereon  to  the  Court  of  Conmion  Pleas. 

The  case  of  Williams  y.  Ihidesman  I^re  Insurance  Co,,  1  Daly,  438,  commented 
upon  and  explained. 

Appeals  by  the  plaintiff  from  judgments  of  the  general 
term  of  the  Marine  Court,  reversing  judgments  entered  upon 
reports  of  a  referee,  and  ordering  new  trials. 

The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Peter  Cook^  for  appellant. 

JEKrah  db  Newcombe^  for  respondents. 

By  the  Court.* — Eobinson,  J.  These  are  appeals  from 
judgments  of  the  Marine  Courts. 

The  causes  were  tried  before  a  referee,  and  judgments  having 
been  entered  therein,  appeals  were  taken  to  the  general  term 
of  the  Marine  Court  from  the  judgments,  and  having  been 
heard  upon  a  case  and  exceptions,  orders  were  made  reversing 
the  judgments  and  granting  new  trials.  By  the  5th  section  of 
the  acts  of  1853,  chap.  617,  such  appeal  was  authorized  to  be 
taken  with  like  effect  as  appeals  in  the  Supreme  Court  from  a 
decision  of  a  single  judge. 

On  such  appeals  the  court,  by  §  330  of  the  Code,  may  re- 
verse, affirm,  or  modify  the  judgment  appealed  from,  and  may, 
if  necessary  or  proper,  order  a  new  trial. 

*  Present— Robinson,  Loew  and  J.  F.  Daly,  JJ. 
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Such  reversal,  with  order  for  a  new  trial,  does  not  however 
constitute  such  an  actual  determination  of  the  action  in  the 
Marine  Court,  as  authorizes  under  §  852  of  the  code  an  appeal 
thereon  to  this  court.  {Hone  v.  Joseleiriy  17  How.  Pr.  338, 
S.  C.  9  Abb.193.)  WiUiams  v.  Tradesman  Fire  Insurance  Co.y 
(1  Daly,  438),  is  not  to  the  contrary.  It  simply  holds,  that  the 
general  term  of  the  Marine  Court  has  power  to  grant  a  new 
trial  for  error  of  law,  and  not'  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  was  against  the  weight  of  evidence;  that  after  a  ver- 
dict of  a  jury,  the  judge  before  whom  the  cause  was  tried,  had 
no  authority  to  entertain  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  on  the 
ground  that  the  verdict  was  against  the  weight  of  evidence, 
but  had  the  sole  duty  of  entering  judgment  upon  the  verdict ; 
that  the  appeal  only  brought  up  questions  of  law,  and  that  the 
general  term  of  that  court  had  no  jurisdiction  to  entertain 
A  motion  for  a  new  trial,  on  the  ground  that  the  verdict  was 
contrary  to  the  evidence.  At  the  time  of  that  decision,  a  single 
justice  of  the  Marine  Court  had  no  such  power,  and  the  court 
at  general  term  being  only  capable  of  entertaining  questions  of 
law,  the  reversal  of  the  judgment,  otherwise  than  on  matters  of 
law,  was  unauthorized.  The  power  of  a  single  judge  of  the 
Marine  Court,  to  entertain  the  question  whether  the  verdict 
was  against  evidence,  has  since  been  extended  by  the  act 
of  1867,  chap.  784,  sec.  5,  applying  §  204  of  the  Code  to  its 
proceedings ;  but  the  case  and  exceptions  on  which  these  causes 
were  argued  and  decided  in  the  general  term  of  that  court, 
presented  numerous  exceptions,  taken  on  the  trial,  involving 
questions  of  law  upon  which  it  was  authorized  to  reverse 
the  judgment  and  order  a  new  trial.  Various  oflTers  of  testi- 
mony made  by  the  defendants  on  the  trial  were  objected  to  and 
excluded,  and  exceptions  taken  to  such  rulings,  and  the  court 
below  has  deemed  them  to  have  been  sufficiently  well  taken,  to 
have  ordered  a  reversal  of  the  judgments  and  a  new  trial. 

Over  such  decision  this  court  has  not  at  present  any  right 
of  review. 

The  appeal  should  be  dismissed  without  costs. 

Ordered  accordingly. 
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Neal  O'Donnell  asd  axotheb  v.  Philip  C.  Habmon  asd 

OTHERS. 

To  authorize  a  court  of  equity  to  reform  a  contract  on  the  g;roimd  of  mirtake,  it 
miist  appear  that  the  mistake  complained  of  was  mntna],  or  was  the  miatakft  of 
one  ptrty  with  the  frandolent  conoeahnent  of  the  other. 

Where  an  alteration  in  a  contract  appears  to  he  saspidoos  on  its  face,  and  Is  not 
duly  noted  on  the  paper,  the  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  party  who  c^Aims  <hat 
the  alteration  was  genuine. 

The  defendants  executed  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiffs  a  lease,  by  which  it  was 
provided  that  if,  "  during  January  next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  teirn 
(which  would  be  January,  1867),  the  lessees  should  give  notice  of  their  desire 
to  purchase  the  premises,  the  lessors  would  sell  the  premises  at  the  eapiration 
of  the  term  (May  1, 1867)  for  $10,800,  and,  on  receiving  said  mqney,  would,  on 
Jfay  1,  1866,  convey  to  the  lessees."  In  an  action  brought  by  the  lessees  to 
reform  the  lease,  it  appeared  that  the  last-mentioned  dute  had  been  orifpnally 
written  "  1867"  and  altered  to  "  1866."  Seld,  upon  appeal,  that  the  finding  of 
the  Judge  below  that  the  omission  to  alter  the  clause  in  reference  to  the  giving 
of  notice  of  intention  to  purchase,  was  caused  by  mutual  mistake  of  the  parties, 
being  supported  by  sadsfitctory  evidence,  was  correct,  and  the  defendants  hav- 
ing  shown  that  the  alteration  was  made  at  the  time  of  execution^  although 
not  noted,  the  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Appeal  from  a  jadgment  entered  npon  the  decisioD  of  a 
Judge  at  the  Equity  Term. 

The  action  was  brought  to  reform  a  lease  containing  an 
agreement  to  sell  the  leased  premises  upon  the  lessees  ginng 
notice  of  their  intention  to  purchase  at  a  fixed  period.  The 
facts  are  fully  stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  Court. 

Thomas  JB.  Hurley  and  John  E.  Burrill^  for  appellants. 

Ma/rsh  &  WcJMa^  for  respondentB. 

Bt  the  Couet.* — ^Larbemore,  J.— This  action  was  brought 
to  reform  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  real  estate,  and  also  for  the 
specific  performance  thereof. 

^  Present— Daly,  C.  J.,  Larremore  and  Loew,  JJ. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


NEW  TOBK— MAEOH,  l&n.  425 

O'Donnell  ▼.  Harmon. 

By  a  lease  dated  May  1, 1863,  the  defendants  demised  to 
the  plaintiffs  three  lots  in  Henry  street,  for  the  term  of  fonr 
years,  at  a  rent  and  npon  the  terms  therein  specified.  The 
lease  contained  the  following  provision : 

"  And  if  during  the  month  of  January  next  preceding  the 
expiration  of  the  term  hereby  granted,  the  said  parties  of  the 
second  part  (the  plaintiffs)  shall  notify  the  said  parties  of  the 
first  part  (the  defendants)  in  writing  of  their  desire  to  purchase 
the  said  above  described  and  hereby  demised  premises ;  that  at 
the  expiration  of  the  term  hereby  granted,  they,  the  said  par- 
ties of  the  first  part  (the  defendants),  will  sell  and  convey  the 
said  premises  to  the  said  parties  of  the  second  part  (the  plain- 
tiffs) for  the  price  or  sum  of  $10,800,  and,  upon  receiving  said 
sum  of  money,  will,  on  the  first  day  of  May,  in  the  year  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-six,  make,  execute,  and  deliver  to  the 
said  parties  of  the  second  part,  a  good  and  sufiicient  deed,  &c." 

The  plaintiffs  entered  into  possession  of  the  premises,  in 
pursuance  of  said  lease,  and  occupied  the  same  during  the  term 
thereof. 

In  January,  1867,  the  plaintiffs  gave  defendants  the  notice 
of  intention  to  purchase  required  by  said  lease,  and  in  April, 
and  also  on  May  1, 1867,  tendered  the  sum  of  $10,800,  and  de- 
manded a  deed  of  said  premises,  which  the  defendants  refused 
to  deliver. 

After  the  expiration  of  the  term,  summary  proceedings 
were  taken  by  the  defendants  to  dispossess  the  plaintiffs,  where- 
upon this  action  was  commenced  by  them,  and  an  injunction 
was  granted  restraining  such  dispossession. 

The  plaintiffs  claim  that  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the 
lease,  the  date  '*  May  1, 1866,''  when  the  deed  was  to  be  delivered, 
was  "  1867,"  and  that  it  had  been  altered  subsequently  to  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  lease ;  that  the  plaintiffs,  at  the  time  of  such 
execution,  believed  and  supposed  the  said  date  to  have  been 
May  1, 1867,  which  was,  as  they  alleged,  in  accordance  with 
the  contract  between  the  parties.  They  asked  the  Court  to 
reform  and  correct  the  lease  in  this  particular,  and  to  compel 
the  defendants  to  perform  the  contract. 

The  defendants  claim  that  such  alteration  was  made  before 
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the  execution  of  the  lease,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  plain- 
tiffs, and  that  by  mistake  the  first  part  of  the  clause  was  omit- 
ted to  be  altered  as  was  intended,  so  as  to  make  it  read,  that 
the  notice  should  be  given  in  the  January  next  preceding  the 
eicpiration  of  the  third  year  of  the  term  instead  of  "  next  pre- 
ceding the  expiration  of  the  term,"  and  ask  to  have  the  lease 
reformed  in  this  respect. 

The  cause  was  tried  befqre  the  Court,  without  a  jury,  and 
judgment  rendered  therein  for  the  defendants,  dismissing  the 
complaint  on  the  merits,  and  directing  that  the  lease  be  re- 
formed as  prayed  for  by  the  defendants. 

The  Judge  before  whom  the  action  was  tried,  found,  as 
matters  of  fact,  that  said  alteration  from  1867  to  1866,  was 
made  before  the  execution  of  the  lease,  and  with  consent  of  the 
parties,  and  that  through  mistake  and  inadvertence,  the  time 
during  which  the  plaintiffs  were  to  give  notice  of  their  desire  to 
purchase  the  premises,  as  stated  in  the  lease,  was  not  changed 
therein,  but  it  was  the  intention  of  all  the  parties  that  the 
notice  should  be  given  in  the  month  of  January,  1866,  and  that 
the  lease  should  be  made  to  express  the  agreement. 

If  these  findings  are  supported  by  the  evidence  in  this  case, 
the  judgment  will  not  be  disturbed  on  appeal,  unless  the 
exceptions  of  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  to  the  judge's  rulings  are 
sustained. 

Only  one  witness  (Hugh  O'Donnell)  gave  direct  positive 
evidence  for  'the  plaintiffs  on  this  point.  He  swears  that  "  it 
was  seven  when  I  wrote  my  name  there ;  it  was  not  altered  in 
my  presence  ;  I  know  nothing  of  it  at  all."  The  other  plaintiff 
{Neal  O'Donnell)  never  read  the  lease,  and  knew  nothing  of  its 
contents,  except  what  Hugh  told  him. 

On  the  part  of  the  defendants,  three  witnesses  testify 
that  the  alteration  was  agreed  to  by  the  parties  and  was  made 
before  the  execution  of  the  lease.  The  weight  of  evidence  was 
therefore  clearly  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  and  fully  justified 
the  finding  of  the  judge  below. 

If  this  theory  be  correct,  then  the  right  of  the  plaintifi  to 
reform  the  lease  utterly  fails,  and  the  necessity  of  the  reform- 
ation as  claimed  by  the  defendants  becomes  apparent. 
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If  the  time  fixed  by  the  lease  for  the  delivery  of  the  deed 
of  the  premises  was  limited  by  the  terms  thereof  to  May  Ist, 
1866,  then  the  clause  in  the  lease,  extending  the  time  of  giving 
notice  of  the  election  to  purchase  "  during  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary next  preceding  the  expiration  of  the  term,"  was  meaning- 
less and  of  no  eflfect.  Such  election  should  precede,  not  follow 
the  delivery  of  the  deed.  And  if,  as  appears  from  the  findings, 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  all  the  parties,  that  said  notice 
should  be  given  in  the  month  of  January,  1866,  but  through 
mistake  and  inadvertence  the  same  was  not  changed  in  the 
lease  at  the  time  of  its  execution,  then  the  defendants  are 
entitled  to  a  reformation  of  the  lease  in  this  respect,  unless  the 
same  be  prohibited  by  law. 

To  authorize  a  Court  of  Equity  to  reform  a  contract  on  the 
ground  of  mistake,  it  must  appear  that  the  mistake  complained 
of  was  mutual,  or  was  the  mistake  of  one,  with  the  fraudulent 
concealment  of  the  other.    (1  Story's  Equity  Juris.liT  to  148.) 

It  must  appear  "  that  the  material  stipulation  to  be  omitted 
or  inserted  in  the  instrument  was  omitted  or  inserted  contrary 
to  the  intention  of  both  parties." 

If  the  mistake  is  admitted,  the  court  would  reform  the  in- 
strument. And  if  it  should  be  proved  by  other  evidence,  en- 
tirely satisfactory  and  equivalent  to  an  admission,  the  reasons 
for  relief  would  seem  to  be  equally  cogent  and  conclusive. 
(1  Story's  Eq.  Juris.  154.) 

In  the  case  of  Lymcm  v.  The  United  Ins.  Co.^  (17  Johns, 
373),  Chief  Justice  Spencer  says,  "It  must  be  shown,  incon- 
trovertibly  that  both  parties  understood  the  contract,  as  it 
is  alleged  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  in  fact  was,  but  for  the 
mistake." 

If  the  plaintiffs  then  have  shown  a  plain  mistake,  clearly 
made  out  by  evidence,  satisfactory  and  free  from  all  reasonable 
doubt,  they  are  entitled  to  tlie  relief  sought. 

The  plaintiffs  charge  that  the  alteration  was  intentional  and 
fraudulent  on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  and  after  the  execution 
of  the  paper.  The  alteration  appears  to  have  been  made  with- 
out any  attempt  at  concealment,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
invite  attention  and  inspection. 
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After  its  execution  by  the  defendants  and  the  plaintiff 
Hugh  O'Donnell,  the  lease  was  left  with  the  attorney  of  the 
defendants,  not  at  their  request,  but  for  the  convenience  of  the 
plaintiff  Neal  O'Donnell,  who  executed  it  at  a  subsequent  time, 
when  the  duplicates  were  respectively  delivered  to  the  parties. 
The  defendants  never  had  possession  of  the  plaintiffs'  duplicate 
after  its  execution  by  them,  nor  of  their  own,  until  after  Neal 
O'Donnell  signed  it,  so  that  the  alteration  if  made,  as  alleged 
by  the  plaintiffs,  was  made  by  "Wallis  or  with  his  knowledga 
To  sustain  the  plaintiffs  upon  this  point,  we  must  reject  the 
positive  evidence  of  three  unimpeached  witnesses,  and  virtually 
convict  one  of  them  of  the  commission  of  a  felony.  This  we  are 
not  prepared  to  do.  The  learned  judge  who  tried  the  cause 
has  found  the  facts  which  fuUy  authorized  the  reformation 
of  this  lease,  that  the  omission  to  alter  the  clause  therein, 
in  reference  to  the  giving  of  notice  of  intention  to  purchase, 
was  caused  by  a  mutual  mistake  of  the  parties,  and  such  fact 
being  supported  by  competent  and  satisfactory  proof,  the  judg- 
ment thereon  will  not  be  disturbed  on  appeal. 

The  authorities  referred  to  by  plaintiffs'  counsel  do  not  con- 
flict with  this  theory.  In  the  case  of  Arthv/r  v.  Arthur  (10 
Barb.  9),  where  a  testator  devised  his  farm  to  several  children 
in  undivided  shares,  and  subsequently  conveyed  to  one  of  them 
a  part  of  the  land  so  devised  by  a  deed  which  made  no  mention 
of  the  will,  it  was  held  that  such  conveyance  was  no  bar  to  the  . 
devise,  even  though  the  mistake  was  mutual  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  deed,  which  was  intended  to  convey  the  same  share  to 
which  the  said  child  was  entitled  as  devisee.  "Where  the  par- 
ties make  just  such  instruments  aB  they  intend  to  make,  and 
without  fraud,  surprise,  undue  influence,  or  mistake  of  their 
rights,  but  labor  under  an  error  as  to  the  mere  legal  effect 
of  the  instrument,  that  alone  will  not  authorize  a  correction 
by  the  court. 

A  will  cannot  be  reformed  because  the  testator  misappre- 
hended its  effect. 

Kevins  v.  JDunlapy  (33  N.  T.  680),  was  an  action  upon  a 
bond,  in  which  the  plaintiff  claimed  $6,000  and  interest,  and 
prayed,  if  necessary,  that  the  said  bond  be  reformed  so  as  to 
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provide  for  payment  of  interest  from  its  date.  The  court  re- 
fased  the  relief  asked,  for  the  reason  that  the  proof  upon  the 
trial  was  vague^  v/ncertain  and  equvvocal. 

To  the  same  eflfect  was  the  ruling  in  PenneU  v.  Wilson^  (2 
Abbott's  N.  S.  466,)  where  a  judgment  reforming  a  contract 
was  reversed,  upon  the  sole  ground  that  the  evidence  was  in- 
sufficient to  authorize  the  judgment. 

In  Mills  v.  ZetoiSy  (56  Barb.  179,)  the  plaintiff,  by  his 
agent,  agreed  to  take  in  payment  for  a  house,  a  mortgage,  if 
the  defendant  would  guaranty  the  payment  thereof.  The  de- 
fendant agreed  with  the  agent  to  guaranty  the  collection  of 
the  mortgage. 

The  assignment  was  drawn  by  mistake  to  guaranty  its  pay- 
ment by  the  defendant.  It  not  appearing  that  the  plaintiff 
knew  of  or  assented  to  it,  it  was  held  that  the  defendant  was 
liable  as  guarantor. 

In  all  of  these  cases,  the  essential  requisites  to  authorize  a 
reformation  were  wanting — mutual  mistake  of  fact  and  suffi- 
cient proof. 

The  lease  set  forth  in  the  complaint  was  the  only  agree- 
ment upon  which  the  plaintiffs  sought  to  recover,  and  for  a 
reformation  of  which  the  action  was  brought.  The  evidence  in 
the  case  fully  justified  the  findings  of  the  Judge,  and  that  is 
sufficient  to  sustain  the  judgment. 

As  to  the  point  that  Neal  O'Donnell  did  not  consent  to  the 
alteration,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that,  he  allowed  Hugh  to  act 
for  him  in  the  whole  transaction,  and  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  Hugh  was  that  of  Neal,  also. 

Upon  the  question  whether,  when  an  alteration  appears 
upon  the  face  of  the  instrument,  which  is  not  noted,  the  pre- 
sumption of  law  is  that  such  alteration  was  made  after  the 
execution  of  the  instrument,  the  case  of  Mayhee  v.  Sniffm^  (2 
E.  D.  Smith,  1),  is  in  point.  The  learned  Judge  who  delivered 
the  opinion  in  that  case,  after  reviewing  aU  the  authorities, 
says: 

^'  In  this  conflict  of  opinion,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  sen- 
sible rule,  and  the  rule  most  in  accordance  with  the  decisions  of 
our  own  State,  is  that  the  instrument,  with  all  the  circum- 
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Btances  of  its  history,  its  nature,  the  appearance  of  the  altera- 
tion, the  possible  or  probable  motives  to  flie  alteration  or  against 
it,  and  its  effect  upon  the  parties  respectively,  onght  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury,  and  that  the  court  cannot  presume,  from 
the  mere  fact  that  an  alteration  appears  on  the  face  of  the 
instrument  (whether  under  seal  or  otherwise),  that  it  was  made 
after  the  signing." 

In  PrmgU  v.  Chamhers^  (1  Abb.  Pr.  58,)  the  court  says : 

"  It  is  a  salutary  rule,  which  our  courts  are  generally  dis- 
posed to  adopt,  that  where  an  alteration  appears  to  be  sus- 
picious on  its  face,  and  is  not  duly  noted,  the  onus  lieB  with 
the  party  who  claims  that  the  alteration  was  genuine." 

An  examination  of  the  testimony  is  sufficient  to  establish 
the  presumption  that  the  onvs  rested  on  the  defendants,  and 
that  the  case  was  tried  upon  that  theory. 

The  weight  of  evidence  was  in  their  favor,  and  the  plaintiffi 
substantially  had  the  benefit  of  the  propositions  of  law  con- 
tained in  the  exceptions  taken  by  their  counsel. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Andbew  Johnson  and  another  v.  Abraham  Ackerson  and 

others. 

In  an  action  upon  an  undertaking  given  by  a  defendant  in  an  action  in  a  district 
conrt,  on  its  removal  to  the  Common  Pleas,  under  §  3  of  the  statate  of  1857, 
the  condition  of  the  undertaking  being  "  to  pay  any  amount  that  may  be 
awarded''  by  the  latter  court, — Hddf  on  demurrer  to  the  complaint,  that  it  is 
not  necessary  to  aver  either  a  consideration  for  the  undertaking,  a  final  tenni- 
nation  of  the  original  action,  or  a  demand  for  payment 

The  plaintiff  is  not  bound  to  exhaust  his  remedies  against  the  judgment  debtor 
before  bringing  suit  upon  the  undertakiag. 

A  statute  permitting  a  defendant  sued  in  a  district  court,  on  a  demand  exoeedmg 
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$100,  to  remove  the  cause,  on  motion  and  the  gfYing  of  an  midertaking»  into  the. 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  is  not  miconstitational  as  impairing  the  obligation  of 
a  contract^  or  taking  away  a  Tested  right 

In  an  addon  in  this  Court,  it  is  not  necessary  that  it  should  appear  by  the  com- 
plaint that  the  defendant  resides  within  the  city  and  county  of  New  York.  It 
is  sufficient,  to  give  the  court  jurisdiction,  that  the  defendant  was  served  in- 
that  county. 

AppsAi^bj,  the  defendants  from  an  order  made  at  special 
term  overruling  a  demurrer,  and  ordering  judgment  for  the 
plaintiffs  upon  the  complaint,  with  leave  to  plead,  &c. 

The  facts  fully  appear  in  the  opinion  rendered  below  by 
« 

Labkemobe,  J. — The  plaintiffs,  on  the  6th  of  August,  1869^ 
commenced  an  action,  in  one  of  the  district 'courts  of  this  city, 
against  the  defendant,  Ackerson,  for  a  claim  exceeding  $100. 
The  defendant,  after  issue  joined,  and  before  trial,  removed  the 
action  into  this  court,  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  passed  April  13, 
1857,  and  thereupon  executed  the  undertaking  upon  which  this  ac- 
tion is  brought.  The  complaint  alleges  the  facts  above  stated,  the 
execution  of  said  undertaking  by  the  defendants  herein,  whereby 
they,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $1,  jointly  and  severally 
promise  and  agree  that  they  will  pay  to  the  plaintiff  "  the 
amount  of  any  judgment  that  may  be  awarded  against  the  de- 
fendant, Ackerson,  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.''  The  com- 
plaint further  alleges  the  trial  of  the  action,  and  that  judgment 
in  said  action  was  awarded  to  the  plaintiff  against  the  defend- 
ant (Ackerson)  and  duly  entered  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  this 
court ;  that  the  amount  thus  awarded  has  not  been  paid,  and 
demands  judgment  therefor.  The  defendants  demur  to  the 
complaint :  first,  that  it  does  not  contain  sufficient  facts  to  con- 
stitute any  cause  for  action  ;  second,  that  the  court  has  no  juris- 
diction of  the  parties  or  of  the  subject  matter  of  the  action, 
and  other  grounds,  which  will  appear  in  the  examination  of  the 
case.  The  third  subdivision  of  section  8  of  the  Act  passed 
April  13th,  1857,  entitled  "  An  Act  to  reduce  the  several  acts 
relating  to  the  District  Courts  in  the  city  of  New  York  into 
one  act,"  provides,  that  in  any  action  commenced  in  pursuance 
of  that  section,  when  the  claim  on  demand  shall  exceed  the  sum 
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of  $100,  upon  the  application  of  the  defendant,  the  justice  shall 
make  an  order  removing  the  same  at  any  time  after  issue  joined, 
and  before  the  trial  of  the  same,  into  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  upon  the  defendant  executing  to  the  plaintiff  an  under- 
taking, with  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  said  justice,  with  the 
condition  hereinbefore  stated. 

It  was  urged  upon  the  argument,  by  defendant's  counsel, 
that  the  section  of  the  statute  in  question  was  unconstitutional ; 
that  the  Legislature  have  no  power  to  compel  the  giving  of  se- 
curity upon  a  mere  change  of  forum  ;  that  there  was  no  con- 
sideration to  support  the  undertaking ;  that  no  demand  upon 
or  after  recovery  is  alleged ;  that  it  is  not  averred  that  the  origi- 
nal action  is  fully  terminated  and  not  appealed  from,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  was  bound  to  exhaust  his  remedy  against  the  judg- 
ment debtor,  before  bringing  suit  upon  the  undertaking. 

The  right  of  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  and  regulate  the 
practice  in  the  courts  of  the  state  is  too  well  settled  to  require 
any  extended  examination  of  the  question.  The  section  of  the 
statute  above  referred  to  affects  the  remedy  only ;  it  does  not 
impair  the  obligation  of  a  contract,  or  take  away  any  vested 
right. 

It  appears  from  the  complaint  that  the  court  has  jurisdiction 
of  the  subject  matter  of  the  action,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to 
aver  that  the  defendants  reside  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  provided  they  are  served  with  process  therein.  The 
removal  of  the  action  is  at  the  election  of  the  defendant.  Snch 
removal  is  not  compulsory  on  his  part,  but  having  exercised  his 
election,  the  requirements  of  the  statute  must  be  complied  with. 
The  undertaking  in  question  was  given  in  pursuance  of  a  stat- 
ute in  the  form  and  in  a  case  prescribed  therein,  and  as  no  de- 
mand is  required  by  the  terms  of  the  instrument,  no  such  aver- 
ment is  necessary.  But  if  it  were  necessary,  the  commencement 
of  the  action  is  a  sufficient  demand.  {Slack  v.  HeaJtK^  4  £.  D. 
Smith,  95 ;  Hyde  v.  PaUerson^  1  Abb.  Pr.  248 ;  Heebvier  v. 
Tovonsend^  8  Abb!  Pr.  234.)  There  is  a  consideration  expressed 
in  the  instrument,  but  even  if  such  were  not  the  case,  it  being  a 
statutory  undertaking,  no  expressed  consideration  is  necessary 
to  its  validity,  the  statute  creates  the  liability.   {Slack  v.  Heathy 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW  TOEK— MAEQH,  1871.  433 

Johnson  t.  Ackennan. 

4  E.  D.  Smith,  95;  Thompson  y.  Blanchard,  3  N.  T.  335; 
Doclit&e  V.  Dmning^  31  N.  T.  360.)  The  condition  of  the 
undertaking  is,  '^  to  pay  any  amount  that  may  be  awarded," 
and  is  an  original  obligation  on  the  part  of  defendants  which 
became  absolute  when  the  judgment  was  awarded.  Following 
the  authority  of  the  cases  above  cited,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
demurrer  to  the  complaint  in  this  action  must  be  overruled,  and 
judgment  ordered  for  the  plaintiffs  therein,  with  leave  to  defen- 
dants to  serve  an  answer  within  five  days,  on  payment  of  costs. 

From  the  order  as  entered,  the  defendants  appealed  to  the 
general  term. 

A.  H.  Rea/oey^  for  appellants. 

George  E.  Home^  for  respondents. 

Per  Owriam* — ^Having  nothing  to  add,  we  simply  express 
our  concurrence  in  the  opinion  delivered  by  the  judge  below  in 
overruling  the  demurrer,  and  affirm  the  order. 

Order  affirmed. 


*  Present — Loew,  J.  F.  Daly  and  RobinsoD,  JJ. 


VOL.  m.— 28 
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Hebkan  Dbeteb  V.  Lotus  Eauch  cmd  Fbedebice  ScHHrrr  {(he 
latter  stibstituied  as  Defendant  in  place  of  Louis  Eauch). 

SectioDB  64  and  122  of  the  Code  of  Procedure  are  applicable  to  the  district  oonrts, 
and  thoee  oonrta  have  the  power  to  compel  adverse  claimantB  of  the  same  money 
or  property  to  interplead,  in  a  proper  case. 

Query,  whether  they  have  the  power  in  cases  where  the  adyerse  claimants  reside 
ontslcte  of  the  district  over  which  the  court  has  jurisdiction  ? 

Two  actions  were  brought  in  a  district  court,  by  different  pliuntiflb  against  the 
same  defendant,  to  recover  a  certain  sum  alleged  to  have  been  earned  by  way  of 
commissions  for  effecting  the  sale  of  property :  Held,  that  the  only  qaesticn  being 
which  of  the  plaintifb  in  the  two  actions  had  earned  the  commissions,  it  was 
a  proper  case  for  an  interpleader;  and  that,  on  the  defendants'  motion,  the 
court  had  power  to  direct  the  payment  of  tiie  money  into  court  by  the  defendant, 
and  to  order  the  plaintiff  in  one  of  the  actions  to  be  made  defendant  in  the 
other. 

What  allegations  are  sufficient  in  the  affidavit  to  warrant  an  order  of  inter- 
pleader. 

If  it  clearly  appears  from  the  averments  in  the  affidavit  that  the  defendant  is 
ignorant  of  the  rights  of  the  respective  claimants,  and  does  not  know  to  which 
he  can  safely  pay  the  money  in  his  hands,  it^is  sufficient  to  confer  jurisdiction 
on  the  court  to  make  an  order  of  interpleader. 

Where  two  brokers  claimed  the  same  commission,  each  alleging  that  it  was  throogh 
him  the  sale  was  effected,  and  it  appeared  that  one  had  only  called  the  attention 
of  the  subsequent  purchaser  to  the  property,  while  the  other,  several  months 
afterward,  and  without  knowing  that  the  purchaser's  attention  had  previoosly 
been  called  to  the  property,  brought  him  and  the  seller  together  and  effected  a 
sale.  Held,  tiiat  the  latter  was  the  procuring  cause  of  the  sale,  and  was  entitled 
to  the  commission. 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  rendered  in  one 
of  the  district  courts.  The  defendant  Eauch,  being  desirous  of 
selling  a  bakery  belonging  to  him,  authorized  the  plaintiff 
Dreyer,  the  defendant  Schmitt,  and  one  Christopher  Weinz, 
(each  of  whom  was  a  real  estate  broker,  and  acting  for  him- 
self individually,)  to  sell  the  same,  he  agreeing  to  pay  to  the 
one  who  should  procure  him  a  satisfactory  customer  a  commis- 
sion of  five  per  cent. 
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On  or  about  the  20th  day  of  January,  1870,  the  bakery 
was  sold  to  one  John  Basp  for  $3,500,  which  was  the  sum  or 
price  at  which  each  of  said  brokers  was  authorized  to  sell  the 
same. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  that  the  purchaser  was  his  customer ; 
that  the  sale  was  effected  through  his  agency ;  and  that  he, 
therefore,  was  entitled  to  the  commission,  amounting  to  $175, 
to  recover  which  he  brought  this  action. 

Each  of  the  other  two  brokers  also  asserted  that  Basp  was 
his  customer,  and  claimed  to  be  entitled  to  the  commission. 

The  defendant  Schmitt  accordingly  brought  an  action 
against  Bauch  in  the  same  court,  and  for  the  same  cause  as  the 
plaintiff  herein,  but  the  other  broker  (Weinz)  subsequently 
waived  and  withdrew  his  claim. 

On  the  return  day  of  the  summons  in  this  action,  the  de- 
fendant Bauch  made  a  motio;i  that  he  be  permitted  to  pay  the 
amount  claimed,  with  interest,  costs,  &c.,  into  court;  that 
Schmitt  be  substituted  in  his  place  and  stead  as  defendant  in 
this  action ;  and  that  he  (Bauch)  be  thereupon  discharged  from 
liability  to  either  party. 

This  motion  was  granted  on  the  26th  day  of  February,  1870, 
and  in  pursuance  of  an  order  made  by  the  justice,  the  defen- 
dant Baach,  on  the  same  day,  deposited  the  moneys  with  the 
derk  of  the  court,  and  the  defendant  Schmitt  was  substituted 
in  his  place,  without  any  objection  or  exception  on  the  part  of 
the  plaintiff. 

The  defendant  Schmitt  appeared  in  the  action,  and  the 
cause  was  tried  on  its  merits  on  the  5th  day  of  March,  1870 ; 
and  on  the  same  day  the  justice  rendered  judgment  in  favor  of 
Schmitt,  whereupon  the  clerk  paid  over  to  him  the  moneys 
deposited  as  aforesaid. 

The  plaintiff  appealed  to  this  Court. 

Oeo.  Carpenter,  for  appellant. 

I.  The  court  below  erred,  and  had  no  right  or  power  to 
substitute  Schmitt  in  place  of  Bauch,  the  defendant,  who  was 
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8aed  by  the  plaintiff.  (1.)  The  ISth  sub.  of  sec.  64  of  the  Code 
gives  District  Courts  no  power  to  make  orders  in  actions  prid- 
ing before  them  to  bring  in  other  parties  or  substitnte  other 
defendants  in  the  place  of  the  one  sued.  (2.)  K  the  proper 
parties  were  not  sued^  the  action  should  have  been  dismissed. 
The  District  Court  Act  (Laws  of  1857,  page  707)  makes  cer- 
tain sections  of  the  Code  applicable  to  these  courts,  but  does 
not  make  section  122  applicable,  or  any  of  the  aectionB  appli- 
cable, from  section  69  to  126,  as  contended  for  by  the  respond- 
ents, under  the  8th  section  of  the  Code  relating  to  all  the 
courts  of  this  State,  which  can  only  mean  courts  of  record. 
If  these  sections  apply  to  these  courts,  they  have  jurisdiction 
in  all  actions,  the  same  as  the  Supreme  Court.  If  the  plaintiff 
sued  in  the  defendant's  district,  how  could  another  defendant 
be  substituted,  who  was  a  resident  in  another  district,  and  had 
there  commenced  his  action  (see  Sec.  4,  Laws  of  1857,  p.  708). 
If  the  plaintiff  made  out  his  cause  of  action,  he  was  entitled  to 
judgment,  and  if  the  Schmidt  in  his  action  proved  his  case,  he 
was  entitled  to  judgment ;  but  both  actions,  after  they  were 
commenced,  had  to  be  tried  by  the  justice  before  whom  they 
were  commenced. 

n.  This  was  not  a  case  in  which  another  person  could  be 
substituted  for  the  defendant  sued,  even  if  the  court  had  the 
power  {Shermcm  v.  Pa/riHdge^  1  Abb.  Pr.  261 ;  4  Duer,  450; 
11  How.  Pr.  154 ;  NeUon  v.  Dunccm^  11  Abb.  Pr.  7;  ISicno  v. 
Coster^  8  Paige,  387 ;  Turner  v.  Mayor  of  KendaUj  2  DowL 
&  L.  197). 

III.  The  defendant's  aflSdavit  did  not  entitle  him  to  an 
order  of  interpleader,  as  it  must  appear  that  the  defendant  is 
ignorant  of  the  rights  of  the  opposing  claimants,  and  cannot 
ascertain  the  same. 

A,  C.  Anderson^  for  respondent,  Rauch. 

I.  Section  122  of  the  Code  applies  to  the  District  Courts; 
sections  69  to  126,  both  inclusive,  relate  to  actions  in  all  the 
courts  of  the  State ;  section  48  of  the  District  Court  Act  pro- 
vides that  the  provisions  of  sections  55  to  64,  both  inclusive^ 
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■and  of  sectionB  68  of  the  Code,  sliall  apply  to  these  courts.  It 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  law  that  a  defendant,  sued  in  the 
District  Courts,  should  be  deprived  of  any  relief  or  benefit  he 
had,  or  could  have  had,  if  he  had  been  sued  in  another  court 
of  justice.  ( Yaimg  v.  Moore^  2  Code  Eep.  143 ;  Sodgea  v. 
Bunt,  22  Barb.  162 ;  Fmn.  v.  Timpaon,  4  E.  D.  Smith,  276.) 

II.  The  plaintiff  acted  on  the  order  and  proceeded  to  try 
the  question  as  to  who  was  entitled  to  the  money  without  objec- 
tion, and  not  having  objected,  he  consented,  and  thus  confer- 
red upon  the  justice  jurisdiction.  {Clapp  v.  Ora/veSj  26  N.  T. 
418.) 

III.  The  court  having  jurisdiction  to  make  the  order,  it 
was  a  proper  case  for  the  exercise  of  its  discretion. 

By  the  Couet.* — ^Loew,  J. — By  section  8  of  the  Code,  the 
provisions  of  that  act,  from  sections  69  to  126,  both  inclusive, 
Bre  made  apj^licable  to  actions  in  all  the  courts  of  the  State. 

That  this  refers  to  actions  in  the  district  and  other  inferior 
courts,  as  well  as  those  in  courts  of  record,  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  the  same  section  declares  that  the  other  provisions  of 
the  second  part  of  the  Code  shall  relate  to  actions  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  and  the  other  courts  of  record,  and  also  for  tl^e 
reason,  that  in  the  enumeration  of  the  courts  of  this  State,  in 
section  9,  the  justices'  (now  district)  and  other  inferior  courts 
are  mentioned. 

It  is  quite  clear,  therefore,  that  after  the  passage  of  the 
amended  Code  in  1849,  section  122  was  applicable  to  actions 
in  the  inferior  as  well  as  in  the  higher  courts. 

If,  however,  there  could  be  any  doubt  as  to  whether  the 
provision  in  regard  to  interpleader,  which  was  added  to  that 
section  in  1851,  applies  to  those  courts,  the  same  is  removed  so 
far  as  the  district  courts  are  concerned,  by  section  48  of  the 
District  Court  Act  (Laws  of  1867,  chap.  844,  §  48).  That  sec- 
tion makes  section  64  of  the  Code  of  Procedure  applicable  to 
those  courts,  and  the  15th  sub-division  of  the  last  named  sec- 
tion declares  that  the  provisions  of  that  act,  {i.  e.y  the  Code,) 

,  *  Preaent^Loew,  Robinson  and  J.  F.  Daly,  JJ. 
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respecting  formB  of  actions,  j^or^  to  actions^  etc.,  shall  apply 
to  said  courts. 

Now  the  provisions  concerning  parties  to  actions  are  em- 
braced within  sections  111  to  122  of  the  Code,  both  indnsive. 

The  district  courts,  therefore,  nnquestionably  possess  the 
power  to  compel  adverse  claimants  of  the  same  money  or  prop- 
erty to  interplead  if  the  case  be  a  proper  one. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  doubtful,  whether  this  power  of  compel- 
ling parties  to  interplead,  extends  to  persons  residing  outside  of 
the  respective  districts  over  which  these  courts  have  jurisdic- 
tion, but  as  the  defendant,  Schmitt,  submitted  himself  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  and  appeared  in  the  action  without 
objection,  it  is  not  necessary  to  express  an  opinion  on  that 
point. 

The  question  then  arises,  was  the  case  under  consideration 
a  proper  one  for  the  exercise  of  that  power  ? 

I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  was. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  commissions,  the  amount 
of  which  was  agreed  upon  by  all  parties. 

Moreover,  each  of  the  claimants  insisted  that  the  purchaser 
was  his  customer,  that  the  sale  was  effected  through  his  indi- 
vidual agency  or  exertions,  and  each  of  them  demanded  the 
same  sum  of  money  from  the  defendant  Bauch. 

The  latter  admitted  that  he  was  bound  to  pay  one  party  or 
the  other,  and  the  only  point  to  be  determined  was,  to  whom 
the  same  was  to  be  paid. 

The  affidavit  of  the  defendant  Eauch,  I  have  no  doubt,  was 
sufficient  to  confer  jurisdiction  on  the  court  below  to  make  the 
order  of  interpleader. 

It,  showed :  (1.)  That  an  action  upon  contract  was  pending 
against  him  in  which  issue  had  not  been  joined.  (2.)  That  a 
person  not  a  party  to  the  action  made  a  demand  of  him  for  the 
same  debt  or  sum  of  money.  (3.)  That  he  was  not  in  collusion 
•  with  said  person.  (4.)  That  he  was  indifferent  to  the  claims  of 
either  party ;  and,  (5.)  That  he  himself  had  no  interest  in,  and 
made  no  claim  upon  the  moneys  held  by  him,  but  was  ready 
and  willing  to  deposit  the  same  in  court,  to  abide  the  event  of 
the  action. 
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That,  I  apprehend,  was  aU  that  the  code  required,  or  was 
requisite  should  appear  in  the  affidavit.  . 

But  if,  as  is  contended  by  plaintiff's  counsel,  and  some  of 
the  authorities  seem  so  to  hold,  it  be  necessary  for  a  party  to 
show,  in  addition,  that  he  is  ignorant  of  the  rights  of  the  re- 
spective claimants,  and  does  not  know  to  which  he  can  safely 
pay  the  money  in  his  hands,  then,  in  my  opinion,  that  clearly 
appeared  from  the  facts  alleged  and  averments  contained  in 
the  affidavit. 

I  do  not  know  of  any  case,  nor  has  our  attention  been  called 
to  any,  which  decides  that  anything  is  necessary  to  be  stated 
in  terms  beyond  what  the  statute  csJIs  for. 

Eespecting  the  merits  of  the  case,  I  am  unable  to  agree 
with  plaintiff's  counsel,  that  the  justice  erred  in  deciding  that 
the  defendant  Schmitt  was  entitled  to  the  moneys  deposited  in 
court. 

Whichever  of  the  two  parties  was  the  procuring  cause  of 
the  sale  was  entitled  to  the  commissions. 

It  is  true  the  plaintiff  first  called  the  attention  of  the  pur- 
chaser to  the  bakery  in  question ;  but  from  the  testimony  re- 
turned to  us,  it  appears  that  that  was  all  he  did. 

It  resulted  in  no  agreement,  and  the  negotiation  fell 
through. 

Several  months  thereafter  the  defendant  Schmitt,  without 
knowing  (as  appears  by  his  testimony)  that  Hasp's  attention 
had  previously  been  called  to  the  said  bakery,  offered  the  same 
to  him  (Basp),  brought  him  and  the  seller  together,  and  finally 
succeeded  in  effecting  a  sale. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  do  not  see  how  it  can  be  fairly 
claimed  that  the  plaintiff  found  the  purchaser,  or  that  he  was 
the  procuring  cause  of  the  sale. 

In  my  opinion,  the  court  below  was  correct,  not  only  in 
making  the  order  of  interpleader,  but  also  in  rendering  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  the  defendant  Schmitt ;  and  I  think  the  judg- 
ment should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affiirmed. 
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Edwabd  H.   Gillilan,  surviving  Partner^  &c,  v.  James  K 

Spbatt. 

The  rale  that  after  a  cause  in  a  justice's  court  is  finally  submitted  for  deciaon,  a 
discontinuance  by  the  plaintiff  operates  as  an  adjudication  on  the  merits  in  favor 
of  the  defendant,  and  is  res  adjudicataof  the  subject  matter  between  the  parties, 
will  be  limited  in  its  operation  to  the  particular  issue  involyed  in  the  action, 
and  cannot  operate  as  a  bar  to  an  action  between  the  same  parties^  inTolTing 
other  issues,  though  in  the  same  subject  matter. 

The  statute  does  not,  in  express  terms,  prescribe  any  tame  beyond  the  day  <rf  trial 
within  which  a  magistrate  shall  render  his  decimon  in  summary  proceedings  for 
the  recovery  of  the  possession  of  demised  premises,  and  it  9eemt  that,  in  sodi 
proceedings,  an  indefinite  postponement  of  the  matter,  after  trial,  for  the  purpose 
of  deliberation  and  decision,  is  unauthorized  and  ousts  the  magistrate  of  juris- 
diction.   (Per  Robinson,  J.) 

In  summary  proceedings  instituted  by  a  landlord  before  a  justice  of  a  district  couit, 
to  disposses  a  tenant  for  holding  over  afl«r  the  expiration  of  the  term  without  per- 
mission of  the  landlord,  the  tenant  interposed  a  counter  afi&davit  denying  that 
he  held  over,  and  also  denied  the  landlord's  title  on  the  ground  that  the  title  to 
the  premises  was  rested  in  the  Mayor,  Ac,  of  the  city  and  county  of  New 
York,  under  certain  proceedings  taking  the  land  for  a  public  street.  Ten  days 
after  the  trial  and  submission  of  the  matter  to  the  justice,  he  discontinued  the 
proceeding,  on  motion  of  the  landlord,  without  notice  to  the  tenant  Mdd,  in  an 
action  Subsequently  brooghtby  the  landlord  to  recover  the  rent  reserved  in  the 
lease  and  for  damages  for  use  and  occupation  after  the  expiration  of  the  term, 
that  the  discontinuance  of  the  summary  proceedings  before  the  justice  was  not 
an  adjudication  in  favor  of  the  tenant  so  as  to  be  a  bar  to  this  action. 

Until  the  opening  of  a  street,-  the  land  appropriated  therefor  by  the  public  author- 
ities cannot  be  used  by  them  for  any  other  purpose,  and  in  the  meantime  and 
until  such  opening  is  actually  commenced,  the  owner  of  the  building  on  the  land 
(unless  required  to  remove  it)  can  retain  possession  of  it,  and  is  entitled  to  all 
the  benefits  of  such  possession. 

And  it  seems,  the  landlord  of  premises  so  appropriated  may  dispossess  bia  tenant 
for  holding  over,  although  the  lease  provides  that  in  case  the  building  is  required 
to  be  removed  in  consequence  of  street  extensions,  the  lease  shall  become  nuU  and 
void  from  the  time  the  building  is  ordered  to  be  removed  by  the  city  authorities, 
it  not  appearing  that  the  removal  had  yet  been  ordered. 

Appeal  by  the  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  at  trial  term. 
The  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  sum  of  $900,  being 
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rent  of  premises  No.  100  Liberty  street,  for  the  months  of  April, 
May,  and  Jnne,  1868. 

By  an  indentm^  of  lease  between  the  parties,  dated  March 
6, 1867,  the  premises  in  question  were  demised  to  the  defendant 
by  the  plaintiff,  for  the  terip  of  one  year,  from  May  1, 1867,  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  $3,600,  payable  monthly  on  the  first  day  of 
each  succeeding  month.  The  lease,  among  others,  contained  the 
following  covenant,  to  wit :  that  in  case  the  building  was  re- 
quired to  be  removed,  in  consequence  of  the  extension  of 
Church  street,  then  from  the  time  said  building  was  ordered  to 
be  removed  by  the  city  authorities,  said  lease  should  become 
null  and  void,  and  rent  paid  to  that  date. 

On  the  30th  day  of  December,  1867,  proceedings  were 
taken,  and  an  order  duly  made  and  entered  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  at  general  term,  confirming  the  report  of  commission- 
ers of  estimate  and  assessment  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
whereby  it  was  ordered  that  the  premises  in  question 
would  be  required  to  be  taken  for  the  extension  of  Church 
street 

On  the  2d  day  of  May,  1868,  summary  proceedings  were 
instituted  by  the  plaintiff  before  a  justice  of  a  district  court  to 
remove  the  defendant  from  the  premises,  for  holding  over  after 
the  expiration  of  the  term  without  permission  of  the  plaintiff. 
Issue  was  joined  therein,  and  a  trial  had  thereon  on  the  74;h 
and  9th  days  of  May,  1868,  when  the  whole  case  was  submitted 
to  the  justice,  who,  on  the  19th  day  of  May,  1868,  on  motion 
of  the  landlord  in  said  proceedings  (the  plaintiff  in  this 
action),  and  without  notice  to  the  other  party,  discontinued  the 
same. 

The  judge  below  before  whom  this  action  was  tried,  found 
as  questions  of  fact,  in  addition  to  the  summary  proceedings 
above  stated,  the  making,  delivery  and  acceptance  of  said  lease, 
the  occupation  of  the  premises  therein  described  by  the  de- 
fendant from  May  1, 1867,  to  May  1, 1868 ;  the  continuance  of 
such  occupancy  by  him  through  the  months  of  May  and  June, 
and  until  after  the  1st  of  July,  1868  ;  and  that  the  value  of  the 
use  of  the  premises  from  May  1,  1868,  to  July  1, 1868,  was 
$600,  which  added  to  the  rent  for  the  month  of  April,  1868,  was 
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$900  ;  and  that  the  interest  on  said  several  sums  np  to  the  day 
of  trial  was  $58.95,  making  in  all  $958.95,  no  portion  of  which 
had  been  paid  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff. 

He  also  found  as  conclusions  of  law,  that  the  action  of  the 
justice,  in  the  summary  proceedings,  was  an  adjudication 
and  judgment  in  favor  of  the  tenant  therein  (the  defendant 
in  this  action),  and  was  final  and  conclusive  between  the  parties 
as  to  the  subject-matter  of  the  action,  and  was  a  bar  to  the 
plaintiff's  alleged  right  to  recover  rent  or  damages  for  the  use 
and  occupation  of  the  premises,  and  thereupon  dismissed  the 
complaint,  with  costs. 

The  court  below  rendered  the  following  opinion : 

Daly,  Chief  Justice. — ^Alter  a  cause  is  submitted  to  a  jus- 
tice for  his  final  decision,  it  is  no  longer  in  the  power  of  the 
plaintiff  to  submit  to  a  nonsuit,  or  in  the  power  of  the  justice 
to  grant  one.  The  cause  having  been  tried,  is  submitted  for  a 
final  decision  upon  the  merits,  and  no  other  disposition  of  it 
can  be  made.  If  the  justice  after  that  enters  an  order  which 
he  calls  a  nonsuit,  it  will  be  regarded  as  a  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant, and  will  be  a  bar  to  another  action  for  the  same  cause, 
or  of  any  action  for  another  trial  of  the  same  question  between 
the  same  parties,  and  in  the  application  of  this  rule  it  makes 
no  difference  whether  it  was  in  a  formal  action  or  in  summary 
proceedings.  {EhoeU  v.  Mo  Queen,  10  Wend.  521 ;  Peters  v. 
I>io%^,  3  E.  D.  Smith,  116 ;  Demarest  v.  Da/rg,  32  N.  Y.  290; 
White  V.  CoatdwaHh,  6  N.  T.  137.) 

In  this  case,  the  matter  in  controversy  was  tried  upon  the 
merits,  and  was  submitted  to  the  justice  for  his  decision.  He 
did  not  pass  upon  the  merits,  but,  as  he  testifies,  after  he  had 
the  case  under  advisement  to  make  up  his  judgment,  the 
counsel  for  the  landlord  appeared  before  him  and  moved  to  dis- 
continue the  proceedings ;  and  the  justice,  without  any  notice 
or  intimation  to  the  defendant  or  his  counsel,  discontinued  the 
proceedings,  as  he  says,  and  made  an  entry  that  they  were  dis- 
continued upon  the  motion  of  the  attorney  for  the  landlord. 
This  he  had  no  power  to  do.  It  is  said,  in  Heaa  v.  Beehman 
(11  Johns.  457),  that  "  while  the  cause  is  under  advisement,  the 
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justice  ought  to  hold  no  communication  with  either  of  the  par- 
ties ;"  that  "  they  are  not  in  court  for  any  other  purpose  except 
to  receive  judgment."  The  case  having  been  tried  and  sub- 
mitted, the  defendant  has  a  right  to  have  the  matter  decided ; 
the  decision  or  judgment,  if  in  his  favor,  being  a  bar  to  any 
further  suit  or  proceeding  against  him  for  the  same  cause ;  and 
of  this  right  he  cannot  be  deprived  by  the  justice  discontinuing 
the  proceeding,  whether  upon  his  own  motion  or  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  plaintiff. 

The  act  of  the  justice  in  discontinuing  is,  and  can  only  be 
treated  as,  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  which,  however 
informal  and  imperfect  it  may  be,  is  and  must  be  a  bar  to  any 
further  suit  or  proceeding  for  the  same  matter.  If  this  were 
not  the  conclusion,  and  it  w^re  held  that  the  proceeding  was 
discontinued  by  the  act  of  the  plaintiff  and  the  justice,  after 
the  matter  in  controversy  between  the  parties  had  been  tried 
and  submitted  to  the  justice  for  a  final  decision,  it  would  be 
equivalent  to  contradicting  what  has  been  repeatedly  held,  that 
a  nonsuit  cannot  be  granted  after  the  cause  has  been  submitted 
to  the  justice  or  to  the  jury ;  and  that,  if  a  judgment  of  non- 
suit is  afterwards  rendered,  either  by  the  justice,  or  upon  the 
verdict  of  the  jury,  it  is  equivalent  to  a  judgment  for  the  de- 
fendant upon  the  merits,  and  will  be  so  regarded.  (Fetter  v. 
MvUmer^  2  Johns.  181 ;  Hess  v.  Beekman^  11  Id.  457 ;  Yomig 
v.J5?w&J^,3ld.430;  PZflt^  v. /Stor^,  5  Id.  346 ;  Ehmll^.Mo- 
Queeny  10  Wend.  519;  Peters  v.  Diossy,  3  E.  D.  Smith,  115.) 
When  the  case  is  submitted  upon  summary  proceedings,  there 
must  be  an  adjudication,  for  the  only  power  of  review  is  upon 
a  certiorari^  to  be  awarded  by  the  Supreme  Court ;  and  by  the 
statute  the  certiorari  is  for  the  examination  of  any  adjudica- 
tion made  upon  any  application  authorized  by  the  act  providing 
for  summary  proceedings.  (2  Eev.  Stat.,  2  ed.  425,  §  47.)  If 
the  matter  put  in  issue  by  the  affidavit  denying  the  facts  upon 
which  the  summons  issued,  has  been  tried  and  submitted,  and 
the  justice  afterwards  makes  any  final  disposition  of  the  case 
other  than  granting  the  warrant  to  dispossess,  it  is  an  adjudica- 
tion in  favor  of  the  defendant,  to  which  the  maxim  applies,, 
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nemo  his  debet  vexaHpro  eadem  oatisa^  as  fuUj  as  to  any  formal 
decision  or  judgment  for  the  defendant. 

Judgment  will  accordingly  be  rendered  for  the  defendant. 

The  defendant  appealed  to  the  general  term. 

Jo/m  jElj/j  William  FvUerUmy  and  Henry  E.  KnoXy  for 
appellants. 

James  J.  Thom^orhy  for  respondent. 

Lasbemobb,  J. — ^It  was  held  by  the  general  term  of  this 
court,  in  December,  1869,  in  Detmold  v.  Drake  et  al.  (a  case 
similar  to  the  one  at  bar),  that  until  the  opening  of  the  street, 
the  land  appropriated  therefor  by  the  public  authorities  cannot 
be  employed  by  them  for  any  other  purpose  than  that  con- 
templated and  established  by  the  report  of  the  commissioners. 
In  the  meantime,  from  the  date  of  the  confirmation  of  said  re- 
port until  such  opening  is  actually  commenced,  the  owner  of 
the  building  (unless  required  to  remove  it)  can  retain  possession 
of  it,  and  is  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  such  possession. 

The  parties  hereto  evidently  contemplated  such  a  contin- 
gency in  relation  to  the  premises  in  question,  and  provided  in 
the  lease,  that  the  same  should  become  null  and  void,  from  the 
time  the  building  was  ordered  to  be  removed  by  the  city 
authorities. 

There  is  no  evidence  before  us,  that  any  order  for  such  a  re- 
moval was  ever  given,  and  it  is  fair  to  conclude  that  the 
defendant  was  not  disturbed  in  his  possession  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  lease.  Besides,  it  appears  affirmatively  from 
the  findings  of  the  judge  at  the  trial,  that  the  defendant  con- 
tinued in  the  occupation  of  the  premises  until  after  July  Ist, 
1868,  and  that  the  value  of  the  unpaid  rent  therefor  up  to  that 
time  was  $900.  It  is  not  pretended  that  any  claim  for  that 
rent  has  been  made  by  any  one,  except  the  plaintiff,  and  I 
think  his  right  thereto  unquestioned,  unless  the  summaiy 
proceedings  hereinbefore  mentioned  constitute  a  bar  to  itB 
recovery. 
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The  proceedings  referred  to  were  taken  May  2d,  1868,  after 
the  lease  had  expired  by  its  own  limitation,  to  dispossess  the 
defendant  herein  as  the  tenant  of  the  TfTQT[^si&&^  for  holMng  over 
after  the  expirdHon  qf  the  terrrij  without  permimon  of  iJie 
landlord.  The  defendant  by  his  counter-affidavit  denied  that 
he  thus  held  over,  and  also  denied  that  plaintiff  was  his  land* 
lord,  on  the  ground  that  the  title  to  the  premises  was  by  the 
said  order  of  the  Supreme  Court,  of  December  30th,  1867, 
vested  in  the  mayor,  alderman,  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  question  of  rent  was  not  raised  or  at  issue 
upon  that  trial,  and,  consequently,  could  not  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  justice  for  adjudication.  The  justice  did  not 
decide  the  case  as  submitted,  but  on  application  of  the  relator 
discontinued  the  proceedings. 

We  are  asked  to  hold  such  action  on  his  part  to  be  a  final 
and  conclusive  judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  fiut  what 
is  the  nature  and  effect  of  such  an 'adjudication  ?  Is  it  thereby 
only  established  that  defendant  did  not  hold  over  after  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  and  without  permission,  or  are  all  the 
.averments  in  defendant's  counter-affidavit,  of  which  proof  waa 
offered  on  the  trial,  to  be  redeemed  ree  adjudicoitat  This 
would  compel  us  to  hold,  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to 
the  possession  of  the  premises,  after  the  order  confirming  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  estimate  and  assessment  was 
made,  when,  as  we  have  already  seen  in  the  case  of  Dei/mold 
V.  DraJce^  a  directly  opposite  theory  was  maintained  by  the 
general  term  of  this  court. 

The  cases  cited  to  sustain  the  position  of  the  respondent 
{Hese  V.  Beekma/Hy  11  Johns.  457 ;  Elwell  v.  McQueen^  10  Wend, 
621 ;  Peters y. Diosst/ySE.  D. Smith,  116 ;  WhiU  v.  Coatsworth^ 
6  N.  T.  137 ;  Demwreet  v.  Darg^  32  N.  T.  284.)  all  proceed  up- 
on the  theory,  that  the  judicial  mind  had  acted  upon  the  merits 
of  the  case,  as  submitted,  and  given  expression  to  such  action 
by  a  judgment  or  final  determination.  The  defendant  in  Heee 
V.  JSeekman  "  suffered  judgment  to  be  entered  against  himself 
for  costs."  In  EhoeU  v.  McQueen  the  court  say :  "  Although 
he  (the  justice)  may  call  his  judgment  a  nonsuit  and  enter  it 
accordingly,  if  the  record  or  minutes  of  the  trial  show  that  it 
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was  rendered  after  the  cause  was  submitted  to  him,  and  after 
he  took  time  to  deliberate,  and  not  at  the  trial,  it  will  be  con- 
sidered a  judgment  for  the  defendant,  and  will  be  a  bar  to  anj 
subsequent  action." 

It  might  be  claimed  that  as  the  justice  had  no  authority  to 
discontinue  said  summary  proceedings,  that  the  same  are  still 
under  advisement  by  him,  and  his  decision  thereon  might  be 
enforced.  Whether  this  view  be  correct  or  not,  it  is  evident 
that  the  justice,  by  allowing  such  discontinuance,  plainly 
indicated  that  he  had  not  passed  upon  the  merits  of  the  case, 
but  intended  to  leave  the  parties  in  the  same  position,  as  if  no 
such  proceeding  had  been  instituted. 

To  construe  such  action  on  his  part  as  a  final  determination, 
is  to  compel  him  by  implication  to  do  that  which  he  never  in- 
tended, but  expressly  disavowed. 

Nor  are  we  to  presume  that  the  justice  would  have  decided 
contrary  to  law,  and  as  the  whole  case  turned  upon  the  question 
of  ownership,  as  decided  by  this  court  in  the  case  of  Dermoid 
V.  Drake  above  referred  to,  it  is  fair  to  assume  that  if  the 
justice  had  finally  determined  the  matter,  such  determination* 
would  have  been  in  accordance  with  the  law  as  thus  established. 
No  review  could  have  been  had  on  a  discontinuance  of  those 
proceedings,  and  if  said  action  be  regarded  as  final,  the  party 
concluded  thereby  is  without  remedy. 

In  the  case  before  us,  the  question  of  rent  was  not  raised  or 
litigated,  and  as  it  appears  that  nofinal  adjudication  was  intend- 
ed, it  would  be  a  severe  application  of  the  rule,  where  the  oc- 
cupation of  the  premises  and  the  value  thereof,  are  conceded, 
to  deny  a  recovery  on  the  ground  of  a  former  adjudication, 
in  which  the  same  merits  were  not  involved,  and,  especially, 
when  it  appears  that  the  greater  portion  of  the  rent  was  for  a 
period  of  time  after  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  and  was  claimed 
solely  on  the  ground  of  the  use  and  occupation  by  the  defend- 
ant of  the  premises  in  question. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  should  be  reversed  and  a  new 
trial  granted. 

LoEw,  J. — I  concur  that  neither  the  summary  proceedings, 
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to  recover  poBsessioii  of  the  demised  premises,  by  reason  of  the 
expiration  of  the  defendant's  term,  nor  the  action  of  the  justice 
in  discontinuing  the  same,  should  be  held  a  bar  to  plaintiff's 
right  of  recovery  in  this  action,  which  was  for  rent  and  dam- 
ages for  use  and  occupation,  and  I  therefore  agree  that  the 
judgment  should  be  ovemiiled,  and  a  new  trial  ordered. 

KoBiNSCN,  J. — I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  learned  judge, 
before  whom  this  cause  was  tried,  erred'  in  regarding  the  sum- 
mary proceedings  between  the  landlord  and  tenant,  had  before 
the  justice  of  the  District  Court,  of  any  force  or  effect  upon 
the  rights  of  the  parties,  as  presented  upon  the  pleadings  and 
evidence. 

In  those  proceedings,  instituted  by  the  present  plaintiff,  for 
the  purpose  of  dispossessing  the  defendant  as  his  tenant,  for 
holding  over  after  the  expiration  of  the  term,  without  his  per- 
mission, the  defendant  denied  the  tenancy  and  denied  that  he  so 
held  over  after  expiration  of  his  term,  and  while  admitting  the 
original  letting,  set  up  that  the  plaintiff's  title  had  ceased^  and 
had  Jyecome  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

The  issue  thus  joined  came  on  for  trial  before  the  justice, 
and  after  the  testimony  was  closed,  the  case  was  submitted  to 
him  for  adjudication  and  decision,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1869 ; 
but  before  he  had  rendered  any  decision,  and  on  the  19th  day 
of  May,  1869,  on  motion  of  the  landlord  (the  plaintiff  in  this 
action),  and  without  notice  to  the  other  party  (the  defendant), 
the  justice  discontinued  the  proceedings. 

Upon  these  facts,  the  judge,  who  tried  this  cause,  held  that 
such  action  of  tl^e  justice  was  in  law  an  adjudication  and  a 
judgment  in  favor  of  the  defendant,  which  was  final  and  con- 
clusive between  the  parties  as  to  the  subject  matter,  and  a  bar 
to  plaintiff's  right  of  recovery  of  rent  accruing  under  the  lease 
for  the  last  month,  or  damages  for  the  subsequent  use  and 
occupation  of  the  premises,  and  has  thus  decided  that,  by  such 
proceedings,  the  landlord's  title  was  determined,  and  that  the 
property  and  right  of  possession  thereof  belonged  in  fact  to  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  his  accompanying  opinion,  this  decision  is  predicated 
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upon  certain  dicta  of  the  conrts  as  to  the  effect  of  non-suits, 
discontinnances,  or  withdrawal  of  actions,  pending  before 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  cases  tried  and  submitted  to  them  up- 
on the  merits,  within  the  time  prescribed  by  statue  for  decision. 
The  cases  of  Hesa  v.  Beehm<m^  (11  Johns.  457) ;  Elwell  y. 
McQuem,  (10  Wend,  621);  Peter  v.  IHo99y,  (3  E.  D.  Smith, 
115) ;  Dema^eat  v.  Dwrg,  (32  N.  Y.  284) ;  and  White  v.  CoaJta- 
worthy  (6  N.  T.  137),  are  referred  to  in  this  view  of  the  case, 
and  in  support  of  the  judgment. 

The  principle  to  be  deduced  from  these  cases  (so  far  as 
it  affects  the  question  of  Te%  adjiidicaia)  seems  to  have  origin- 
ated in  Ses8  v.  Beekmxm^  and  to  have  been  founded  on  a  strict 
construction  of  the  provisions  of  the  statue  relating  to  courtB 
held  by  justices  of  the  peace  (1  Kev.  Stat.  388,  §  2),  which  re- 
quired the  justice,  after  having  heard  the  proofs  and  alle- 
gations of  the  parties,  within  four  days  thereafter  to  ffive 
judgment  thereon  agreeable, to  law  and  equity^  toith  coets  to  suit 
In  that  case,  the  cause  had  been  so  tried  and  submitted ;  but 
within  four  days,  the  plaintiff  withdrew  his  suit,  and  suffered 
judgment  to  be  entered  against  him  ^^with  costs,"  and  the 
court  held  in  a  new  action  for  the  same  cause,  that  the  statue 
was  imperative ;  that,  after  hearing  and  examining  the  proo& 
and  allegations  of  the  parties,  the  justice,  within  four  days, 
ehaU  give  judgment  thereon;  that  the  parties  are  not  in  court 
for  any  purpose  but  to  receive  judgment,  and  that  the  maxim : 
"  Nemo  Us  debet  vexaripro  eadem  causa^^  was  applicable. 

The  judgment  was  held  a  bar  to  a  new  action  for  the  same 
cause,  and  the  court  says,  "  the  merits  were  fairly  entered  into 
and  investigated  and  submitted  to  the  justice."  It  best 
comports  with  the  spirit  and  "  policy  of  the  statue,  to  hold  the 
plaintiff  concluded."  The  authority  of  this  case,  as  a  rule 
governing  proceedings  in  Courts  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  has 
been  followed  or  recognized  in  the  other  cases  above  cited,  and 
its  manifest  spirit  and  intent  is,  to  discourage  renewed  liti- 
gation in  such  petty  courts,  and  to  save  parties  from  being 
harassed  about  such  small  matters  as  were  there  cognizable, 
where  the  costs  to  be  awarded  were  so  trivial,  and  inadequate 
an  indemnity  for  the  trouble  and  expense  of  a  second  defense. 
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The  consequence  of  such  an  adjudication,  as  to  tjie  with- 
drawal or  discontinuance  of  such  a  suit,  within  the  four  days 
allowed  for  decision,  are  inconsiderable  while  its  application  is 
confined  to  the  particular  claim  in  suit,  and  merely  results  in 
preventing  a  second  action  from  being  brought  for  the  same 
oause^  but  its  inconvenience,  if  not  injustice,  will  become  ap- 
parent, when  in  litigations  between  the  parties  on  other  claims 
such  a  fiction  of  the  law  is  to  be  assumed  (contrary  to  the 
truth)  as  an  actual  decision  by  the  justice  upon  the  merits,  and 
the  principle  of  res  adjudioata  deduced  from  it,  held  as 
decisive  in  other  controversies  that  may  arise  between  them, 
upon  all  questions  of  fact  and  of  law  involved  in  the  original 
action. 

The  proceedings  in  question  were  merely  discontinued,  and 
were  such,  that  the  justice  could  not  render  therein  any  formal 
judgment  of  '^  discontinuance ;"  he,  in  fact,  made  no  decision  or 
final  determination^  from  which  an  appeal  could  have  been 
taken '  by  either  party ;  yet,  if  his  mere  allowance  of  a  with- 
drawal of  the  proceeding  is  to  be  held  a  judgment  in  law,  ad- 
verse to  the  landlord,  it  cannot  be  limited  as  an  adjudication 
upon  any  particular  issue,  but  must  be  regarded  as  determining 
all  such  as  were  necessary  to  uphold  the  judgment,  or  were 
within  the  issue  joined  or  tendered. 

Its  application  to  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  present 
case  demonstrates  the  extent  to  which  such  a  departure  from 
the  rule  of  the  common  law  may  work  injustice.  Here,  the 
landlord,  in  attempting  in  summary  proceedings  to  remove  his 
tenant  for  holding  over  the  term  without  his  consent,  is  met  by 
an  answer,  that  his  title  has  become  vested  in  the  corporation 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  and  although  no  eviction,  disturb- 
ance, or  attornment  to  the  new  owner  is  alleged,  or  was 
claimed  on  the  trial,  and  the  matter  so  set  up  by  way  of 
answer  to  his  claim,  constituted  no  defense,  yet  the  proceed- 
ings instituted  by  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
under  the  Act  of  1813,  relating  to  the  opening  of  streets  in 
said  city,  and  the  order  of  the  Supreme  Court  confirming  the 
report  of  the  commissioners  of  estimate  and  assessment  there- 
in, by  which  the  property  in  question  was  taken,  and  damages 
Vol.  m.— 2» 
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awarded  the  plaintiff  therefor,  being  simply  shown,  and  the 
justice,  after  nine  days  delay  and  failure  to  render  any  de- 
cision, having,  on  motion  of  the  plaintiff  and  without  notice  to 
the  defendant,  discontinued  said  proceeding,  such  non-action 
or  discontmiuince  is  to  be  held  as  having  operate  as  an 
adjudication,  rendered  by  the  justice  upon  the  facts  so  at  issue, 
adverse  to  the  plaintiff  *s  title  and  right  of  recovery  against  his 
tenant,  for  rent  or  for  use  and  occupation.  Such  a  defense  has 
been  held  by  this  court,  in  Detmold  v.  Drake^  as  unavailable  to 
the  tenant,  until  the  corporation  has  taken  possession,  and  the 
same  doctrine  is  maintained  by  the  Superior  Court  in  Strang  v. 
N.  T,  Hviiber  Co,  (1  Sweeny,  78),  but  the  construction  given 
to  this  result  Or  discontinuance  of  the  summary  proceedings,  as 
determinative  of  the  question  at  issue,  renders  it,  however  er- 
roneous, conclusive  as  to  all  matters  of  fact,  or  of  law,  that 
were,  or  ought  to  have  been,  proved  or  presented,  by  way  of  an 
answer,  to  the  defense  thus  assumed  to  have  been  successfiil 
(2  Smith  Lead.  Ca8.  (by  Hare  &  Wal.)  6  Am.  Ed.  809).  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  such  application  of  the  decision  in  Hess  v. 
Beekman^  and  those  cases  recognizing  it,  can  not  be  held  deci- 
sive or  as  affecting  this  case. 

At  common  law,  the  discontinuance  of  any  suit  or  pro- 
ceeding is  no  bar  to  a  new  action  for  the  same  cause.  {Earl  v. 
CampbeU,  14  How.  Pr.  330 ;  HiM  v.  Blake,  13  Mass.  155.) 

Upon  such  discontinuance,  the  only  remaining  right  of  the 
defendant  is  to  be  paid  his  costs,  and  if  the  plaintiff  n^lects  to 
do  BO,  then  the  defendant  may  go  on  with  the  suit,  and  proceed 
to  judgment  for  their  recovery.  {James  v.  Delavan^  7  Wend. 
511 ;  Huntington  v.  Forkaon,  7  Hill,  197 ;  Eicka  v.  Brennan, 
10  Abb.  304 ;  AveriU  v.  Fattermi,  10  N.  Y.  502.) 

A  justice  of  the  peace,  however,  was  authorized  by  the 
Twenty-five  Dollar  Act  (1 R.  S.  393),  in  case  the  plaintiff  was 
non-suited,  or  discontinued,  or  withdrew  his  action  without  de- 
fendant's consent,  to  award  judgment  for  costs,  against  him, 
and  so  also  by  the  Fifty  Dollar  Act  of  1824,  ch.  238,  §  14,  and  by 
2  E.  S.  246,  §  119.  But  the  justice  loses  jurisdiction  and  the 
action  iecomes  diacontmued^  if  he  adjourns  the  cause  in  any 
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other  manner  than  finch  as  is  specially  pointed  out  by  the  stat- 
ute regulating  his  proceedings.  {Kimhall  v..  Mack^  10  Wend. 
497;  Thomp8(m  v.  Sayre^  1  Den.  176;  WUcoxv.  Clement^  ^ 
Id.  160 ;  Weeks  v.  Lyoriy  18  Barb.  538 ;  AherhaU  v.  Roach,  11 
How.  95 ;  Wight  v.  McClam,  8  E.  D.  Smith,  316.)  So,  too, 
if  he  fails  to  render  judgment  "  forthwith,"  on  the  day  of  trial, 
in  cases  of  nonsuit,  discontinuance,  withdrawal  and  confession, 
and  on  the  rendering  of  the  verdict  of  a  jury,  and  in  all  other 
cases,  within  four  days  after  the  case  is  submitted  to  him  for 
final  decision,  ( WatBon  v.  Bavis^  19  Wend.  371 ;  Toung  v. 
Bummelly  5  Hill,  60;  s.  o.  7  Hill,  503 ;  JBisseU  v.  Biasellj  11 
Barb.  96;  Wiseman  v.  Panama  B.  B.  Co.,  1  Hilt.  300; 
Bloomer  v.  MerriUy  1  Daly,  485),  or  where  he  holds  the 
case  open  for  twenty-four  hours  to  enable  a  party  to  procure 
his  witnesses.  {Green  v.  Angel,  13  Johns.  469.)  So  by  failure 
of  the  plaintiff  to  appear  before  a  verdict  rendered  by  a  jury, 
or  on  being  called  on  the  coming  in  of  the  jury,  a  verdict  could 
not  be  received,  and  a  nonsuit  must  be  rendered.  {Piatt  v. 
Storer,  5  Johns.  346 ;  Shove  v.  Baynor,  3  Den.  78 ;  Douglass  v. 
Blachman,  14  Barb.  381.)  In  this  court,  the  principle  of  Hess 
V.  Beehnan,  has  been  held  not  to  apply  where  the  time  reserved 
by  the  justice  for  his  decision  was  upon  a  motion  for  nonsuit 
(Seamam,  v.  Ward,  1  Hilt.  52),  and  its  application  to  actions  in 
the  Marine  Court  of  this  city  has  been  repudiated  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  Dexter  v.  Cla/rk  (35  Barb.  271). 

The  justice  before  whom  the  summary  proceedings  in  ques- 
tion were  instituted  was,  by  the  Act  of  1857  (chap.  344,  §  47), 
allowed,  in  actions  pending  before  him,  eight  days  after  the  trial 
of  the  action  to  render  his  decision ;  but  neither  that  act,  nor 
any  of  the  provisions  relating  to  actions  before  justices  of  the 
peace,  have  any  reference  to  the  special  proceedings,  instituted 
by  landlords,  to  recover  possession  of  lands. 

In  the  statute  relating  thereto  (2  Eev.  Stat.  512,  as  amended 
by  the  acts  of  1849,  chap.  193 ;  of  1851,  chap.  460,  and  of  1857, 
chap.  684),  the  magistrate,  before  whom  it  is  pending,  is  author- 
ized, "  upon  request  of  either  party,  to  adjourn  the  hearing  of 
such  application  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  such  party  to  pro- 
cure his  witness,  whenever ''  it  shall  appear  to  be  necessary,  but 
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such  adjournment  '^  shall  in  no  case  exceed  ten  days ; "  and  he 
also  is  siUowed,  nnder  certain  circumstances,  to  stay  the  issuing 
of  the  warrant  of  removal  for  ten  days.    (3  R.  St.,  5th  ed.,  838^ 

§41.) 

Previous  to  the  enactment  of  the  41st  section,  above  quoted^ 
it  had  been  decided,  in  Nichols  v.  WiUiama  (8  Cow.  13),  that 
under  the  statute  giving  summary  means  to  landlords  to  cast 
tenants  wrongfully  holding  over  (Laws  of  1820,  chap.  194,  sub- 
stantiaUy  re-enacted  in  2  B.  S.  513),  the  judge  or  justice  before- 
whom  the  proceedings  was  pending,  had  no  power  to  adjourn,, 
and  this  41st  section  was  intended  ''  to  supply  such  omission  ^ 
(Rev.  Notes,  3  R.  S.  766),  and  to  relax  the  stringency  of  the 
rule  referred  to,  to  such  extent  as  the  Legislature  deemed  neces- 
iary. 

No  time  however,  is,  in  express  terms,  prescribed  or  allowed 
by  statute  to  the  magistrate  beyond  the  day  of  trial,  within 
which  he  shall  render  his  decision. 

None  of  the  various  magistrates  (2  R.  S.  513,  §  28)  before 
whom  the  proceeding  can  be  had  (except  justices  of  the  peace,, 
by  the  Act  of  1849,  chap.  193,  §  6)  are  required  to  make  any 
entry  of  their  decision,  and  although  the  statute  contemplates^ 
some  time  to  «enBue  between  the  decision  and  the  issuing  of  the 
warrant,  unless  the  very  day  of  trial  be  regarded  as  the  day  for 
such  decision,  there  is  no  certain  mode  of  calculating  the  period 
of  ten  days  allowed  for  a  stay  of  the  waiTant  by  the  Act  of 
1857,  chap.  684,  §  4.  (  Watam  v.  Dcms,  19  Wend.  371.)  The 
magistrate  is  not  authorized,  as  in  the  Justices'  Court  Act,  to 
render  judgment  of  nonsuit,  discontinuance,  or  withdrawal  of 
plaintiflTs  action  (2  R.  S.  246,  §  19,  sub.  1),  although  for  defect 
in  the  landlord's  application  or  proof,  he  may  undoubtedly  dis- 
miss the  proceedings.  If,  upon  the  merits,  his  decision  is  favor- 
able to  the  landlord,  he  is  required  to  issue  his  warrant  of  re- 
moval. The  proceedings  before  him  are  made  by  statute  "  sum- 
mary," and  present  the  sole  question  whether  or  not  the  tenant 
shall  ''  forthwith "  remove  from  the  premises.  (2  R.  S.  518^ 
§  30.)  The  provisions  authorizing  an  adjournment  or  postpone- 
ment, for  periods  not  exceeding  ten  days,  in  each  of  the  cases 
referred  to,  are  specific,  and,  under  the  ordinary  rules  of  eon- 
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etruction,  the  maxim,  "  eofpressio  rmivs^  est  exchcsio  alteriiis,'^^  is 
applicable,  and  havisg  agreed  to  the  character  of  the  proceed- 
ing, a  further  or  other  postponement  or  adjournment  would 
«eem  to  have  been  contrary  to  the  contemplation  of  the  legis- 
lature. Courts  of  special  and  limited  jurisdiction  take  nothing 
by  implication  {Zoomis  v.  Bowers^  22  How.  Pr.  361) ;  and  in 
analogy  to  the  strict  construction  held  as  to  the  powers  of  this 
magistrate,  while  acting  in  the  determinationof  actions  pending 
l>efore  him,  and  applicable  to  all  officers  of  special  and  limited 
jurisdiction,  and  upon  the  considerations  above  presented,  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  proceeding  in  question,  for  the 
purpose  of  deliberation  and  decision,  was  equally  unauthorized, 
and  the  delay  to  make  a  decision,  for  nine  days,  was  as  unjusti- 
fiable as  if  he  had  so  delayed  it  for  nine  weeks,  months,  or 
years ;  and,  in  my  opinion,  after  such  submission,  the  postpone- 
ment ousted  him  of  all  jurisdiction. 

But  were  this  otherwise,  there  was  in  this  proceeding  no  such 
Procrustean  rule  as  in  Sees  v.  Beekman^  impounding  the  parties 
for  "  four  days,"  or  any  other  specified  period,  nor  can  the  allow- 
ance, by  the  magistrate,  of  its  discontinuance,  on  motion  of  the 
plaintiff,  on  the  tenth  day  after  submission,  be,  by  any  reasonable 
£etion  of  law,  held  to  be  a  decision  in  favor  of  the  tenant,  that  a 
warrant  ought  not  to  have  been  issued  for  the  reasons  stated  in 
the  tenant's  affidavit,  or  as  determining  on  the  merits  the  ques- 
tions presented  on  that  hearing. 

There  is  no  principle  of  statutory  or  common  law  (except 
.flo  far  as  it  has  found  countenance  in  the  before  mentioned 
strict  construction  of  the  Justice's  Court  act),  which  prevents 
the  plaintiff  or  prosecutor,  in  any  civil  suit  or  proceeding 
instituted  by  him,  from  withdrawing  or  discontinuing  it,  prior 
to  any  decision  rendered  against  him.  Whether  such  action  or 
proceeding  be  at  law  or  in  equity,  in  bankruptcy,  insolvency, 
in  proceedings  for  the  opening  of  streets  or  other  statutory  pro- 
ceedings, or  in  arbitrations,  &c.,  until  some  adverse  right  has 
been  legally  decided  and  established  against  him,  he  has  always 
been  held  as  possessing  a  '^  lootis  penitential^  and  entitled  to 
abandon  or  withdraw  the  prosecution  of  his  claim,  whether  it 
was  subjudice^  as  question  of  fact  before  a  jury,  or  under 
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advisement  before  a  magistrate  or  other  tribunal,  deliberating 
npon  the  law  or  in  the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  a  jury  as  to 
the  facts,  subject  only  to  the  payment  to  his  adversary  of  any 
such  costs  as  the  law  imposes. 

The  peculiar  right  of  a  defendant,  who  has  set  up  a 
counter-claim,  to  insist  upon  a  continuance  of  the  action,  forms 
no  exception.  The  rule  of  the  Supreme  Oourty  No.  47, 
adopted  in  1845  (now  No.  32),  prohibiting  the  plaintiff  from 
submitting  to  a  nonsuit,  after  the  jury  has  gone  from  the  bar 
to  consider  their  verdict,  is  but  one  of  practice,  and  certainly 
would  not,  under  the  rule  of  construction  contended  for,  give  a 
like  effect  to  any  discontinuance  allowed,  while  the  jury  were 
deliberating,  in  contravention  of  the.  rule  as  to  a  verdict. 

The  principles  announced  in  Hesa  v.  Beehmcm^  made  ap- 
plicable to  proceedings  in  Justices^  Courts,  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
tended, and,  in  the  present  case,  they  were  misapplied. 

The  proceeding  before  Justice  Quinn  could  in  no  sense  be 
held  or  regarded  as  decisive  of  the  rights  of  the  plaintiff, 
as  landlord  of  the  defendant  or  of  his  claims,  as  stated  in  his 
complaint.  The  matters  set  up  in  the  answer,  showing  no 
eviction  or  attornment  to  another,  presented  no  substantial  de- 
fense, and  the  judgment  should  be  reversed  and  a  new  trial 
ordered,  with  coats  to  abide  the  event 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Geoege  W.  Boyd  v.  William  D.  Howden. 

The  proYiflions  of  the  Bevified  Statntes  and  Code  (§  128)  which  declare  that  ao- 
tiouB  brought  for  property  distrained  for  any  cause,  shall  be  laid  in  the  county 
where  the  distress  was  made,  refers  to  the  proceeding  of  distress  as  it  existed 
at  common  law,  by  which  a  party  might  take  and  hold  the  personal  property  of 
another  as  a  pledge  or  security  for  the  payment  of  debt,  the  discharge  of  some 
duty  or  reparation  for  an  injury  done,  with  the  right,  in  certain  cases,  to  sell  it 
to  obtain  satisfaction. 

Seld,  therefore,  that  the  taking  by  a  mortgagee  of  chattels  mortgaged  to  Mm, 
before  default  in  the  payment  of  the  debt  intended  to  be  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage, although  a  wrongful  taking,  was  not  a  dUtreu  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute,  and  an  action  by  the  mortgagor  for  claim  and  delivery,  imder  the 
Code  of  Procedure,  is  not  local 

A  District  Court  of  the  city  of  New  York  has  jurisdiction  of  an  action  of  claim 
and  delivery  of  chattels,  unlawfully  taken  and  detained  by  the  defendant  in 
another  county. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Third 
District  Court. 

This  was  an  action  to  recover  certain  personal  property, 
which  the  complaint  alleged  the  defendant  had  become  pos- 
sessed of  and  wrongfully  detained  from  the  plaintiff.  The 
answer  denied  the  alleged  detention  but  averred  that  the  goods 
were  the  property  of  the  defendant,  and  ".that  said  goods  were 
at,  and  before  the  times  mentioned  in  the  complaint,  and  still 
are,  without  the  jurisdiction  of  this  court,"  and  were  and  still 
are  in  Richmond  county.  It  appeared  in  evidence  upon  the 
trial  that  the  plainti^  had  made  and  delivered  to  the  defendant 
a  chattel  mortgage  on  certain  furniture  at  plaintiff's  house  on 
Staten  Island ;  that  the  defendant  had,  under  the  xnortgage, 
taken  possession  of  and  removed  the  furniture,  whereupon  the 
plaintiff  brought  this  action.  The  evidence  was  conflicting  in 
regard  to  whether  the  mortgage  had  not  been  paid,  or,  at 
least  whether  the  defendant  had  not  accepted  other  securities  in 
its  stead.  Judgment  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiff  for  the  value 
of  the  property,  and  the  defendant  appealed  to  this  court. 

ffmsdalej  Patterson  and  Irwm^  for  appellant. 
ThomoB  Bremian^  for  respondent. 
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By  the  Copbt.* — ^Daly,  Chief  Justice. — This  action  was 
brought  to  recover  certain  personal  property  of  which,  in  the 
language  of  the  complaint,  the  defendant  became  possessed  and 
wrongfully  detained  from  the  plaintiff,  or,  in  other  words,  it 
was  in  the  nature  of  an  action  of  replevin  for  the  recovery  of 
property  wrongfully  detained.  The  Justice  gave  judgment  for 
the  return  of  the  property  or  for  the  value. 

An  appeal  is  brought  upon  the  ground  that,  as  the  property 
at  the  time  of  the  alleged  wrongful  detention,  as  well  as  at  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  was  in  Richmond  county,  a  Jus- 
tice's Court  in  this  city  had  no  jurisdiction  in  such  an  action. 
The  notice  of  appeal  is  that  the  justice  erred  in  refusing  to 
dismiss  the  complaint  for  this  reason,  but  it  does  not  appear  by 
the  rejurn  that  any  such  motion  was  made,  and  unless  the  ob- 
jection that  the  court  has  not  jurisdiction  is  taken  at  the  trial, 
it  is  waived,  and  the  court,  in  the  language  of  the  statute, 
"  will  be  deemed  to  have  jurisdiction."  {Laws  of  Nev}  Ybrky 
1857,  vol.  I,  p.  719,  §  45,  subd.  3.) 

But  as  the  question,  whether  this  was  a  local  action  which 
could  be  brought  only  in  Richmond  county,  was  discussed  at 
some  length  upon  the  argument,  it  may  be  as  well  that  we 
should  pass  upon  it,  as  our  decision  upon  that  point  wiU  also 
be  in  aflirmance  of  the  judgment. 

Originally  at  common  law,  all  actions  of  replevin  were 
local.    {Atkinson  v.  Holcomb^  4  Cow.  46.) 

By  our  present  statutes,  a  very  material  change  was  made 
in  this  respect.  The  action  was  allowed  for  the  wrongful 
taking,  distraining,  or  detention  of  goods  and  chattels,  and  it 
might  be  laid  and  brought  in  like  manner  as  actions  for  inju- 
ries to  personal  property,  except  where  the  action  was  brought 
for  property  distrained  for  any  cause,  when  it  had  to  be  laid  in 
the  county  where  the  distress  was  made  (2  Rev.  Stat.  523, 
§§  1,  3),  a  provision  substantially  retained  by  section  123  of 
the  Code,  which  enumerates  as  among  the  actions  which  must 
be  tried  in  the  county  in  which  the  subject  of  the  action  or 
some  part  thereof  is  situated,  an  action  for  the  recovery  of 

*  Present — Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Larremore  and  J.  F.  Daly,  JJ. 
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personal  property  distrained  for  any  cause.  The  distraining 
of  personal  property  was  the  taking  of  it  by  a  distress,  a  right 
which  existed  at  common  law,  by  which  a  party  might  take  the 
personal  property  of  another  into  his  possession,  and  hold  it  as 
a  pledge  or  security  until  he  obtained  satisfaction,  by  the  pay- 
ment of  a  debt,  the  discharge  of  some  duty,  or  reparation  for 
an  injury  done;  with  the  right,  in  certain  cases,  to  sell  it  to 
obtain  satisfaction,  of  which  the  impounding  of  cattle  for 
darrutge  feasant^  or  the  taking  by  the  landlord  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  the  tenant  upon  the  premises,  for  the  non-payment 
of  rent,  are  familiar  examples. 

This  was  called  distrainmg^  the  person  exercising  it  the 
distrainor^  and  the  act  itself,  a  digress.  It  was  distinguishable 
from  the  taking  of  property  by  execution  to  satisfy  a  judgment, 
as  it  was  from  the  taking  of  a  personal  chattel,  without  legal 
process,  from  the  possession  of  a  wrong-doer  into  hands  of  the 
party  injured,  and  it  was  limited  to  certain  kinds  of  personal 
property,  and  could  be  exercised  only  in  certain  cases  and  in  a 
certain  manner.  (Bradley  on  Distresses,  by  Adams,  1,  e  II,  YI, 
XI,  XTT.)  It  was  a  peculiar  mode  of  proceeding  as  ancient  as 
the  common  law  itself,  which  had  been  modified  by  statutes 
and  judicial  decisions :  which  in  the  more  primitive  stages  of 
the  English  law  was  somewhat  extensive,  but  which,  being  an 
extraordinary  right  and  attended  by  many  abuses,  waslln 
course  of  time  considerably  restricted,  with  the  view  of  taking 
away  the  remedy  from  individuals  and  vesting  it  in  judicial 
officers.  (2  Reeves'  History  of  Common  Law,  by  Finlasouj 
pp.  27,  31.) 

When,  therefore,  the  Revised  Statutes  declare  that  actions 
brought  for  property  distrained  for  any  cause,  shall  be  laid  in 
the  county  where  the  distress  was  made,  it  is  this  proceeding 
that  is  referred  to,  and  there  is  nothing  indicated  in  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Code  which  would  warrant  us  in  saying  that  any- 
thing different  or  more  extensive  was  meant 

The  taking  proved  in  this  case  was  under  a  chattel  mort- 
gage, which  provides  that  in  case  default  should  be  made  in  tlie 
payment  of  the  money  intended  to  be  secured,  the  mortgagee, 
the  defendant,  might  enter  the  dwelling-house  of  the  plaintiff. 
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and  take  and  -carry  away  the  property  mortgaged,  and  Bell  it 
for  the  best  price  that  he  could  obtain,  which  he  did. 

This  was  not  distraining  the  property,  as  that  word  is  under- 
stood in  the  law.  If  the  mortgage  had  been  paid  as  the  plain- 
tijBT  insisted,  it  was  a  wrongful  taking,  but  in  no  sense  a  distress. 
The  property  was  afterwards  demanded,  and  the  defendant  re- 
fused to  give  it  up,  which  was  the  wrongful  detention  for  which 
the  action  was  brought.  That  action  was  not  local.  It  was 
not  so  under  the  Revised  Statutes,  and  it  is  not  so  under  the 
Code. 

The  defendant  being  in  this  county,  and  the  process  being 
served  upon  him  here,  the  action  might  be  brought  in  a  district 
court. 

The  main  question  in  the  case,  whether  the  debt  to  secure 
the  payment  of  which  the  mortgage  was  made,  was  discharged 
by  the  defendant  in  consideration  of  receiving  certain  commer- 
cial paper  of  other  parties,  which  the  plaintiff  gave  him,  was 
one  upon  which  the  testimony  was  conflicting,  and  in  respect  to 
which  the  finding  of  the  justice  is  conclusive. 

The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Heney  W.  Derby  v.  Robert  T.  Hartman. 

The  record  of  a  judgment  of  a  court  of  concurrent  jnriB<Ucfion  is  condosiTe  and 
final  between  the  same  parties,  npon  the  same  matter  coming  directly  in  ques- 
tion in  another  suit,  and  it  can  be  set  up  in  the  answer  aa  a  bar,  or  given  in 
evidence  upon  the  trial  under  any  form  of  pleading,  amounting  to  a  general 
denial  of  the  matter  in  respect  to  which  it  is  conclusive. 

Although  evidence  may  be  allowed  to  show  that  the  demand  was  a  difierent  one 
in  respect  to  which  no  testimony  had  been  given,  an  offer  of  evidence  which,  if 
admitted,  would  be  to  try  again  what  had  once  been  adjudicated  upon,  shoold 
be  overniled. 
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Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  entered  npon  < 
the  decision  of  a  judge,  without  a  jnry. 

The  action  was  brought  to  foreclose  a  mortgage.  The 
answer,  among  other  things,  set  up  a  failure  of  consideration, 
and  plaintiJBT's  fraud  in  obtaining  and  recording  the  mortgage. 
Issue  was  joined  by  the  service  of  plaintiff's  reply,  in  the  form 
of  a  general  denial,  September  25, 1869. 

Upon  the  trial,  the  only  evidence  offered  by  the  plaintiff 
was  the  judgment  roll  in  an  action  between  the  same  parties, 
brought  by  the  defendant  against  the  plaintiff  in  the  Superior 
Court,  in  which  action  judgment  was  prayed  for  the  cancella- 
tion and  surrender  of  the  bond  and  mortgage  in  question ;  the 
judgment  roll  showing  that  the  issue  tried  in  that  action  was 
the  validity  of  the  bond  and  mortgage  in  suit ;  and  that,  on 
the  trial  of  such  issue,  judgment  was  rendered  dismissing  the 
complaint  for  want  of  merits. 

The  defendant  moved  to  dismiss  the  complaint,  on  the 
ground  that  the  same  was  not  sustained  by  the  evidence.  The 
motion  was  denied,  and  the  defendant  thereupon  offered  evi- 
dence to  establish  his  defense,  which  offer  was  denied. 

Judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  from  which 
the  defendant  appealed. 

Lapcmgh  <£  Ames^  for  appellant. 

The  court  erred  in  admitting  the  judgment  roll  in  evidence. 
(1.)  There  was  no  ground  laid  for  the  admission  of  the  roll  in 
evidence.  (Greenleaf  on  Ev.,  §  501,  §  74 ;  3  Rev.  Stat.  687.) 
(2.)  The  roll  was  not  competent  as  evidence  in  this  action. 
(Greenleaf  on  Ev.,  §  528.)  (3.)  The  roll  was  filed,  and  the 
judgment  or  adjudication  therein  obtained  long  after  the  issues 
joined  in  this  action.  (Greenleaf  on  Ev.,  §  524 ;  1  Stark,  on 
Ev.,  §§  214-215.)  (4.)  If  the  roll  or  judgment  were  admissible 
at  all  in  this  action,  it  could  only  be  so  under  or  by  virtue  of  a 
reply,  plea,  or  other  pleading  ^tting  up  the  same  as  against  the 
defendant's  answer,  or  by  way  of  estoppel  against  the  defend- 
ant. (5.)  The  court  erred  in  not  dismissing  the  plaintiff^s  com- 
plaint, because  the  same  was  not  sustained  by  evidence,  and 
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there  was  no  cause  of  action  shown.  (6.)  The  conrt  erred  in 
not  accepting  and  allowing  the  defendant's  offer  to  put  in  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  allegations  in  his  answer,  or  to  establish 
and  prove  all  the  matters  alleged  or  shown  by  his  answer,  as  a 
separate  and  distinct  defense  in  this  action.  (2  Johns.  227 ;  16 
Johns.  136.) 

C.  W.  Bcmgs  and  Thomas  M.  Ncrth^  for  respondent. 

L  "  The  judgment  of  a  court  of  concurrent  jurisdiction, 
directly  upon  the  point,  is,  as  a  plea,  a  bar,  or^  a%  evidence,  con- 
clusive, between  the  same  parties,  upon  the  same  matter,  di- 
rectly in  question  in  another  court"  (1  Phillips'  Ev.  p.  321 ; 
Gardner  v.  JBtccJsi^ee,  3  Cow.  120 ;  Wood  v.  JaoTceon,  8  Wend. 
9 ;  Bostwick  v.  AVboU,  16  Abb.  Pr.  417;  Davis  v.  TaLcoU,  13 
N.  T.  184 ;  Demarest  v.  Darg,  32  Id.  281.) 

IL  The  rule  is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  judgment 
was  rendered  after  this  suit  was  begun,  or  that  it  was  not  plead 
in  bar.  (Cowen  and  Hills'  Notes  to  Phil.  Ev.,  note  558,  p. 
804  to  810,  and  p.  971 ;  Marsh  v.  Pier,  4  Rawle,  273  ;  Gard 
Tier  V.  BucUbee,  3  Cow.  120 ;  Burt  v.  Stemhurgh,  4  Id.  559.) 
The  record  being  conclusive  evidence,  the  offer  of  evidence  to 
sustain  the  allegations  of  the  answer — that  is,  to  contradict  the 
conclusive  record — was  properly  overruled. 

All  the  cases  which  speak  of  a  judgment  as  prima  facie 
evidence  will  be  found  to  refer  to  the  identity  of  the  points  ad- 
judged with  the  issue  on  trial.  That  may  doubtless  be  shown 
or  disproved  by  evidence  aUuende.  But  if  it  is  not  denied  that 
the  questions  are  identical,  no  case  holds  that  the  resadjudiccUa 
can  be  retried.  The  identity  in  this  case  appears  from  a  compar- 
ison of  the  pleadings. 

By  the  Coubt.* — Daly,  Chief  Justice. — It  is  not  neces- 
sary to  go  over  the  exceptions  taken  upon  the  trial,  for  the  de- 
fendant specifically  excepted  to  everything  found  by  the  court. 

*  Present — ^Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew  and  Larremore,  JJ. 
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We  shall  therefore  pass  only  npon  the  points  raised  upon  the 
ailment  of  this  appeal. 

The  record  of  the  Superior  Court  was  proved  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  law.  (2  Rev.  Stat.  403,  §  59,  Ths  People  v. 
Bdmscm^  4  Denio,  147.)  It  was  a  record  of  the  judgment  of  a 
court  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  between  the  same  parties  upon 
exactly  the  same  matter  which  was  put  in  issue  by  the  defend- 
ant's answer,  and  it  is  settled  since  the  DutcJieas  of  Kingston's 
Case  (11  State  Trials,  26  L),  that  such  a  record  is  conclusive  and 
final  between  the  same  parties,  upon  the  same  matter  coming 
directly  in  question  in  another  suit,  and  that  it  can  be  set  up  in 
the  answer  as  a  bar,  or  given  in  evidence  upon  the  trial  under 
any  form  of  pleading  which  amounts  to  a  general  denial  of  the 
matter  in  respect  to  which  it  is  conclusive.  {Gardner  v.  Buck- 
iee^  3  Cow.  120 ;  Bvrt  v.  Steenhurgh^  4  Id,  599 ;  Emhury  v. 
Conner,  3  N,  Y.  522 ;  Demarest  v.  Barg,  82  N.  Y.  281). 

The  offer  of  the  defendant  was  to  prove  the  matters  alleged 
in  his  answer,  which  was  an  offer  to  try  again  what  had  already 
been  tried  and  in  respect  to  which  the  record  of  the  Superior 
Court  was  conclusive.  It  was  distinguishable  from  the  cases 
upon  which  the  defendant  relies,  in  which  the  judgment  record 
was  apparently  for  the  same  cause  of  action,  and  the  evidence 
was  received  to  show  that  the  demand  was  a  different  one  in 
respSct  to  which  no  testimony  had  been  given,  and  which  was 
therefore  not  taken  into  consideration  upon  the  trial.  {PhiUips 
V.  Bericky  16  Johns.  136 ;  Snider  v  Cray,  2  Id.  227.) 

The  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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Joseph  H.  Shute  and  another  v.  John  C.  Hamilton. 

Where  in  a  stipulation  for  the  forfeiture  of  a  stated  snm,  upon  the  failure  of  per- 
formance of  a  covenant,  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  fix  the  amoont  of  damages, 
which  otherwise  would  be  conjectural  and  uncertain,  is  plainly  expressed,  and 
the  forfeiture  is  to  be  applied  only  in  the  event  of  the  breach  of  a  single  cove- 
nant, it  is  not  a  penalty  but  liquidated  damages. 

The  plaintiff  executed  a  contract  with  the  defendant,  by  which  he  agreed  to  erect 
a  building  upon  the  ruins  of  an  old  structure ;  and  stipulated  that,  should  he 
fail  to  complete  the  building  within  the  time  specified  in  the  contract,  "  fifty 
dollars  for  each  and  every  day  that  he  shall  be  in  default  is  mutuaUy  fixed  and 
determined  as  the  liquidated  damages  of  the  owner  (defendant)  by  reason  there- 
of." The  day  after  the  execution  of  the  contract,  the  plaintiff  further  agreed 
with  the  owner  to  remove  the  debris  of  the  old  building  preparatory  to  the  erec 
tion  of  the  new  building :  Held,  in  an  action  by  the  contractor  to  recover  the 
contract  price  and  for  tiie  extra  work — 

1.  That  the  doing  of  the  preparatory  work  of  clearing  away  the  debris  of  the  old 
building  was  necessarily  contemplated  by  the  parties  when  the  contract  waa 
made,  and  that  the  plaintiffs'  subsequent  agreement  to  do  such  preparatory  work 
did  not  modify  the  contract,  or  enlarge  the  time  within  which,  l^y  the  tenns  of 
the  .contract,  the  new  building  was  to  be  completed. 

.2.  That  the  "  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every  day  "  of  delay  stipulated  to  be  paid 
by  the  contractor,  are  liquidated  damages  and  not  a  penalty,  which  the^wner 
might  set  up  by  way  of  counterclaim. 

8.  That  payments  by  the  owner  on  account  of  the  work  done,  made  aft^r  the  plus- 
tifEs*  failure  to  complete  the  building  within  the  stipulated  time,  did  not  consti- 
tute a  waiver  of  the  condition  in  the  contract  as  to  the  time  of  completion,  or  of 
the  owner's  claim  for  damages  under  it 

After  a  breach  of  the  condition  of  a  contract,  a  claim  for  damages  for  the  breach 
will  not,  as  a  general  rule,  be  deemed  to  be  waived  except  by  a  new  agree- 
ment. 

In  determining  whether  a  penalty  or  liqiAdated  damages  is  meant  in  a  contract, 
the  actual  intention  of  the  parties,  in  view  of  the  whole  subject-matter,  is  looked 
to,  and  if  this  is  doubtful  upon  the  face  of  the  instrument,  the  instrument  may 
be  aided  and  the  real  intention  ascertained  by  proof  of  extrinsic  facts. 

The  admission  of  evidence  to  show  that  the  actual  damages  sustained  by  the  party 
were  greater  than  the  sum  fixed  in  the  contract  as  liquidated  danu^es :  Seld^ 
not  a  material  error,  as  the  amount  recoverable  could  not,  and  did  not,  exceed 
the  amount  of  damages  as  fixed  and  liquidated  by  the  contract 
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The  contract  proyided  that  the  plaintifib  were  not  to  ezoose  their  delay  on  account 
of  any  neglect  of  other  contractors,  unless  written  notice  of  each  neglect  was 
given  to  the  defendant,  and  no  such  notice  had  been  giyen :  Heldy  that  the  referee 
was  not  in  error  in  reftunng  to  find  that  the  plaintifEs  had  been  delayed  six  weeks 
by  the  delay  in  the  work  of  other  contractors. 

By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the  plaintifEs  were  to  fhmisb  proper  materials,  but 
they  might  use  -such  of  the  materials  of  the  old  structure  as  were  good  enough, 
and  the  plaintiffs  did  use  many  of  the  old  brick :  Held,  that  they  could  not  re- 
ooyer  for  extra  work  in  cleaning  such  old  brick. 

In  an  action  upon  contract  for  work  done,  the  only  counter-claim  by  the  defendant 
being  a  liquidated  amount  by  way  of  damages  for  failure  to  complete  the  work 
by  the  stipulated  time,  the  referee  found  that  part  of  the  work  was  "  badly  done," 
and  allowed  the  defendant  $1,891  for  it :  Held;  that  the  finding  could  not  be  sus- 
tained by  way  either  of  counter-claim  or  recoupment,  there  being  no  claim  for 
damages  on  that  account  set  up  in  the  answer.        j 

Appeal  by  the  plain tiflEs  from  a  judgment  entered  upon  the 
report  of  a  referee. 

The  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiffs  to  recover  for 
work  done  and  materials  furnished  at  the  defendant's  request, 
in  erecting  a  building  on  the  corner  of  Broadway  and  Barclay 
street,  New  York. 

The  complaint  alleged  :  (1.)  That  the  plaintiffs  entered  into 
a  contract  with  the  defendant,  and  agreed  to  do  all  the  mason- 
work  on  the  building  for  $41,300 ;  that  they  did  the  work,  &c., 
and  $300  of  said  contract  price  still  remained  due  and  unpaid. 
(2.)  That  they  did  extra  work,  at  the  defendant's  request,  upon 
the  bxiilding,  worth  $2,455.43.  (3.)  That  they  performed  other 
work,  worth  $2,315.12,  in  taking  down  the  walls  and  excavat- 
ing the  ruins  of  the  old  building.  (4.)  That  they  did  further 
extra  work,  worth  $25.75. 

The  answer  denied  that  the  plaintiffs  had  complied  with  the 
covenants  and  conditions  of  their  contract,  and  alleged  that  the 
extra  work  performed  by  the  plaintiffs  was  not  worth  more  than 
$3,157.86 ;  and  further  alleged  that,  by  the  terms  of  the  con- 
tract, the  plaintiffs  were  to  erect  the  building,  and  complete 
their  work  by  November  1, 1866,  and  that  in  default  thereof 
they  were  to  pay  to  the  defendant  $50  for  each  day  they  should 
be  in  default,  as  the  fixed,  settled  and  liquidated  damages  for  such 
non-fulfiUment ;  that  the  building  was  not  completed  until  Feb- 
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rnary  1, 1867,  and  that  by  reason  of  the  failure  of  the  plaintiffs^ 
$50  for  each  day  from  November  1, 1866,  to  Febrnary  1, 1867,  or 
$4,600  in  the  aggregate,  became  due  to  the  defendant ;  that  by 
reason  of  the  failure  of  the  plaintiffs  to  complete  the  building, 
the  defendant  lost  the  use  thereof,  and  sustained  damages  to 
the  amount  of  $4,600,  which  sum  the  defendant  claimed  to 
deduct  from  any  demand  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  demanded  judg- 
ment for  $417.02.  Issue  was  joined  by  the  service  of  the 
plaintiffs'  reply  denying  the  allegations  in  the  defendant's  an- 
swer, and  the  cause  was  referred  to  William  Mitchell,  Esq.,  as 
sole  referee. 

The  referee  reported  in  favor  of  the  defendant.  The  plain- 
tiffs appealed  to  the  general  term. 

Oearge  W.  Carpenter  and  S.  P,  Naeh^  for  appellants. 

L  M.  jRoherteon,  for  respondent. 

By  the  Couet.* — Daly,  Chief  Justice. — As  the  contract 
was  originally  drawn,  the  plaintiffs  were  to  take  down  the  old 
walls  to  the  foundation,  remove  all  the  rubbish,  and  do  all  the 
excavating  necessary  to  the  laying  of  the  foundation  for  the 
new  structure.  By  an  addenda,  however,  to  the  instrument  be- 
fore it  was  executed,  it  was  declared  that  this  was  not  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  contract.  A  person  named  Eichardson  was  em- 
ployed by  the  defendant  to  do  it;  but  the  day  after  the  signing 
of  the  contract  the  plaintiffs  agreed  with  the  defendant  to  do 
it,  and  Eichardson  was  dismissed. 

The  referee  has  found,  as  a  conclusion  of  law,  that  the  doing 
of  this  preparatory  work  was  necessarily  contemplated  by  both 
parties  when  the  plaintiffs  stipulated  to  erect  and  finish  the  new 
structure  by  the  1st  of  November,  1866,  or  pay  to  the  defend- 
ant, as  liquidated  damages,  fifty  dollars  per  day  for  every  day's 
delay  thereafter,  and  the  finding  of  the  referee  in  this  respect 
was  clearly  correct. 

When  the  plaintiffs  contracted  to  erect  and  finish  the  new 

*  PreseDt— Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew,  and  Robinaon,  JJ. 
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building  by  the  time  agreed  npon,  they  necessarily  knew  that 
this  preparatory  work  would  have  to  be  done  before  they  could 
begin  theirs,  and  it  is  therefore  to  be  assumed  that  they  made 
allowance  for  the  time  it  would  take  to  pull  down  the  old  walls, 
remove  the  debris^  and  make  the  excavations,  when  they  fixed  . 
upon  the  1st  of  November,  1866,  as  the  period  within  which 
they  stipulated  to  erect  and  complete  the  new  building. 

They  had  a  right  to  assume  that  the  defendant  would  have 
this  work  done  as  soon  thereafter  as  it  could  be  done  in  the  or- 
dinary course,  and  aft*er  they  agreed  to  do  it  themselves,  their 
position  in  respect  to  the  time  for  the  commencement  and  com- 
pletion of  the  new  structure,  was  in  no  respect  changed  for  the 
worse.  This  work  had  to  be  done  by  some  one  before  they 
could  commence  their  labors,  and,  whether  it  was  done  by  them 
or  by  others,  it  had  no  bearing  upon  the  time  within  which  they 
agreed  that  they  would  erect  and  complete  the  new  building. 
They  had  provided  in  their  contract  against  any  delay  in  the 
performance  of  this  work  by  a  provision  that  they  should  be 
entitled  to  excuse  and  justify  any  default  on  their  part  on  ac- 
count of  any  omission  or  neglect  of  other  contractors,  by  giving 
written  notice  of  it  to  the  defendant  or  to  the  architect;  a  pro- 
vision which  became  inapplicable  in  respect  to  this  particular 
work,  when  they  undertook  to  do  it,  as  they  owed  it  alike  to 
themselves  and  to  the  defendant,  in  the  faithful  fulfillment  of 
their  contract,  to  execute  it  with  all  reasonable  dispatch. 

The  plaintiffs  commenced  clearing  out  the  ruinson  the  28th 
of  May,  1866,  and  they  were  engaged  in  this  work  unfil  the 
28th  of  June,  following.  If  the  time  which  then  remained  for 
the  erection  and  completion  of  the  new  building  was  too  lim- 
ited, the  plaintiffs  are  alone  answerable  for  it.  The  defendant 
certainly  is  not.  If  too  much  time  was  occupied  in  taking 
down  the  old  walls,  removing  the  ruins,  and  making  the  exca- 
vations, it  must  have  arisen  from  the  plaintiffs'  inability  or  de- 
lay in  doing  it,  or,  if  that  time  was  no  more  than  was  necessary, 
then  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  plaintiffs,  when  they  undertook 
to  do  this,  to  have  the  period  extended  for  the  completion  of  the 
new  building.  No  material  delay  was  occasioned  by  the  change, 
for  they  made  the  agreement  to  do  this  preparatory  work  the 
VOL,  in.~80 
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very  day  after  they  signed  the  contract  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  building.  Where  the  performance  of  a  contract  within 
the  time  stipulated  for,  becomes  impossible  by  reason  of  some 
act  of  the  other  party,  the  party  contracting  with  him  is  ex- 
cused. {Russell  V.  DaBcmdeira^  13  Com.  B.  N.  S.  204 ;  Comyn's 
Digest,  Condition  L.  6.) 

Thus,  where  one  who  contracts  to  have  work  done  for  him, 
omits  to  do  something  on  his  part,  which  is  essential  before  the 
work  can  be  begun  or  carried  on  and  by  which  the  other  party 
is  delayed  (Holme  v.  Chippy^  3  Mees.  &  "Welsh.  386  ;  AUamon 
V.  The  JUayoTj  <&c.  of  Albany^  43  Barb.  33)  ;  or  where  an 
agreement  is  afterwards  made  for  extra  work,  or  for  a  change 
in  the  plan,  which  produces  delay  (  Van  Bushirh  v.  Stow^  42 
Barb.  9 ;  RusseU  v.  Da  JSandeira,  13  Com.  B.  N.  S.  148) ;  or 
where  the  one  for  whom  the  work  is  to  be  done  is  prevented 
from  doing  what  was  essential  on  his  part  through  the  happen- 
ing of  a  casualty  {Nihlo  v.  Binase^  1  Keyes,  476),  the  strict  con- 
dition in  respect  to  time  is  waved,  and  the  party  who  is  to  do 
the  work  is  allowed  a  reasonable  time  thereafter  within  which 
to  complete  it  {Green  v.  EaineSj  1  Hilt.  254 ;  Meehan  v.  Wih 
Hams,  2  Daly,  367). 

Nothing  of  this  kind  existed  in  this  case,  for  if  the  plaintiffs 
were  prevented  from  putting  up  the  new  structure  within  the 
time  agreed  upon,  in  consequence  of  the  length  of  time  occu- 
pied in  clearing  away  the  ruins  of  the  old  one,  it  was  not 
through  any  act  of  the  defendant  but  through  a  cause  for  which 
the  plaintiffs  are  answerable,  or  against  which  they  should 
have  provided. 

The  stipulation  for  the  payment  by  the  defendant  of  $50  a 
day  for  every  day's  delay  after  the  Ist  of  November,  1866,  was 
not  a  penalty,  but  damages  liquidated  and  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties. 

The  language  of  the  stipulation  is :  "  Should  the  contractor 
fail  to  complete  the  work  by  the  time  specified  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars  for  each  and  every  day  the  said  contractor  shall  be  in 
default  is  hereby  mviuaUyjimed  and  determined  as  the  Uquida- 
ted  damages  of  the  owner  hy  reason  thereof  ^^ 

In  the  first  place,  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  liquidate 
and  fix  the  amount  of  the  damages  in  the  event  of  the  plaintiffs' 
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failure  to  complete  the  building  by  the  specified  time,  is  here 
plainly  expressed. 

In  the  next  place,  it  is  applied  only  in  the  event  of  the 
breach  of  a  single  covenant,  and  lastly  the  damages,  from  their 
very  nature,  were  conjectural  and  uncertain,  all  of  which  show 
incontrovertibly  that  this  is  not  a  penalty,  but  an  agreement  to 
fix  beforehand,  by  this  provision,  the  actual  amount  of  the  dam- 
ages in  the  event  of  a  breach  {Mundy  v.  CvlveVy  18  Barb.  336 ; 
Cothsal  V.  Talmadge,  1  E.  D.  Smith,  673 ;  Id.  9  K  T.  551 ; 
Ddkin  Y.Williams^  11  Wend.  67;  JBagley  v.  Peddie^  16  N. 
Y.  469 ;  Lampman  v.  Cochrcm^  Id,  275 ;  Hosmer  v.  Fine^  19 
Barb.  106 ;  Jackson  v.  Baker ^  2  Edw.  Ch.  471 ;  JBeale  v.  Eays^ 
5  Sandf.  640;  Academy  of  Mudc  v.  EackeU^  2  Hilt.  217; 
Orisdel  v.  Bolton,  3  Car.  &  P.  240). 

The  building  was  not  completed  until  the  1st  of  February, 
1867,  or  two  months  after  the  time  agreed  upon ;  but  the  ref- 
eree, upon  the  assumption  that  some  delay  before  the  1st  of 
February  might  be  excusable  in  the  plaintiflTs,  allowed  the  $50 
only  up  to  the  15th  of  January,  charging  the  plaintiffs  with  two 
months  and  a  half  for  delay,  or  $3,750.  This  he  might  properly 
do,  as  the  parties  had  arranged  between  themselves  what  should 
be  the  damage  per  day,  and  if  the  referee  was  of  opinion,  upon 
the  facts,  that  two  weeks  of  the  delay  had  been  occasioned  by 
the  defendant,  he  could  disallow  the  $50  a  day  for  that  period 
of  time. 

It  appears  by  the  testimony  that  from  ten  to  fourteen  days 
was  necessarily  lost  before  the  lathing  was  begun.  It  is  assumed 
by  the  plaintiffs'  counsel  that  this  was  a  delay  which  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  defendant,  or  by  the  other  contractors,  and  for 
which  the  referee  made  an  allowance  to  the  plaintiffs  of  two 
weeks,  by  limiting  the  defendant's  recovery  of  $50  a  day  dam- 
ages to  the  15th  of  January,  the  building  having  been  finished 
on  the  1st  February.  But  it  does  not  appear  by  the  referee's 
report  or  findings  that  it  was  for  this  that  he  allowed  the  two 
weeks,  nor  does  it  appear  from  the  defendant's  testimony  that 
the  loss  of  from  ten  to  fourteen  days  was  occasioned  either  by 
himseK  or  by  his  employees. 

On  the  contrary,  if  any  inference  is  to  be  drawn  from  the 
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defendant's  testimony,  it  is,  that  he  meant  to  say  that  the  plain- 
tiffs might  have  gone  on  with  the  lathing  and  plastering, 
although  the  carrying  up  of  the  brick  work  was  delayed  by  the 
cornice,  and  that,  in  consequence  of  their  neglect  to  do  so,  from 
ten  to  fifteen  days  was  lost ;  for  he  distinctly  states  that  the 
delay  in  putting  on  the  cornice  did  not  delay  the  completion  of 
the  building. 

The  referee  evidently  so  understood  the  defendant's  testi- 
mony, as  he  has  found  that  the  delay  in  the  putting  np  of  the 
cornice  did  not  prevent  the  plaintiffs  from  plastering  in  other 
parts  of  the  building,  or  keeping  their  men  fully  occupied. 

The  referee  has  found  that  after  the  making  of  the  contract 
and  after  the  plaintiffs  had  progressed  with  their  work,  the  de- 
fendant had  alterations  and  changes  made  in  different  parts  of 
the  building,  and  caused  a  large  amount  of  extra  work  to 
be  done,  as  well  by  the  plaintiffs  as  by  the  carpenters  and  other 
•mechanics,  amounting  to  several  thousand  dollars ;  but  the  re- 
feree refused  to  find  that  this  extra  work  caused  any  delay  in 
the  completion  of  the  building  by  the  1st  of  November,  1866, 
to  which  the  plaintiffs  excepted. 

The  only  items  to  which  the  plaintiffs  have  called  our 
attention  under  this  exception,  are  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  defendant  on  the  20th  of  October,  1866,  made 
a  contract  for  heating  the  premises  by  steam,  and  another  con- 
tract, for  the  same  purpose,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1866. 
This  required  plastering  around  the  tops  of  each  box  enclosing 
the  pipes,  the  boxes  being  put  up  outside  of  the  plastering ;  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show  that  this  produced  any 
material  delay. 

2.  That  the  defendant  gave  an  order  on  the  29th  of  October, 
1866,  to  defer  setting  up  a  partition  on  the  third  story.  This 
was  but  a  day  before  the  expiration  of  the  time  within  which 
the  plaintiffs  were  to  complete  the  building.  The  order  was 
countermanded  within  a  few  days,  and  the  defendant  testified 
that  there  was  not  the  delay  of  a  minute  in  consequence  of  the 
giving  of  this  order,  and  stated  the  reason  why. 

3.  That  a  change  was  made  in  the  depth  of  and  in  the 
arrangement  of  the  cellar  below  the  railroad  ofiSce. 
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The  testimony,  however,  does  not  show  precisely  when  which 
change  was  made.  In  the  account  there  is  a  charge  for  cutting 
out  small  areas  and  grading  cellars,  embracing  nine  and  a  quar- 
ter days'  work,  between  the  dates  of  the  15th  and  29th  October, 
1866,  whilst  the  defendant  testifies  that  this  change  was  made 
in  November,  or  in  th6  early  part  of  December,  and  if  he 
is  correct,  it  was  after  the  time  fixed  for  the  completion  of  the 
building,  and,  consequently,  could  have  nothing  to  do  with 
preventing  the  completion  of  it  on  or  before  that  time,  and  if 
it  occurred  before,  the  delay  must  have  been  slight,  as  it 
involved  nothing  more  than  the  additional  lathing  and  plaster- 
ing of  the  sides. 

The  evidence  shows  that  no  delay  was  caused  by  any 
changes  made  by  the  defendant  before  the  1st  of  November, 
unless  it  might  have  been  by  this  cause,  and  by  the  making  of 
coal  slides  and  light  holes,  which  the  referee  finds  to  have  been 
extra  work,*and  for  which  he  allowed  $191.68. 

It  does  not  appear  exactly  either  when  this  was  done. 

In  the  account  furnished  to  the  defendant,  it  is  charged  for 
as  days'  work,  from  the  5th  to  the'  lOth  of  November,  1866, 
embracing  nine  days  and  a  quarter ;  but  the  plaintiff's  foreman, 
Dorie,  says,  that  he  put  some  of  the  masons  to  build  a  coal 
slide,  and  the  laborers  to  excavating  the  cellar  a  foot  deeper, 
by  the  defendant's  directions,  during  the  time  of  the  delay  in 
putting  up  the  cornice,  and  that  he  left  the  premises  on  the  1st 
of  November,  and  that  the  cornice  was  not  then  completed ; 
from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  excavation  of  the  cellar 
and  the  making  of  the  coal  slides  and  light  holes  were  begun 
before  the  1st  of  November,  and  that  is  all ;  so  that  it  is  impos- 
sible to  say  exactly,  when  this  work  occurred,  and  what  delay 
it  caused,  or  if  it  caused  any. 

The  referee  has  found  in  general  terms,  that  none  of  the 
delay  was  caused  by  the  defendant ;  that  it  took  the  plaintiffs 
two  months  more  to  finish  the  building  than  the  time  stipulated 
for ;  that  it  was  not  completed  until  the  1st  of  February,  1867, 
some  of  it  not  until  March.  1st,  1867,  and  some  of  it  was  not 
done  pursuant  to  the  contract,  or  as  he  expresses  it,  "  badly 
done,"  and  for  which  he  allowed  the  defendant  $1,391. 
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But,  as  he  Bays,  supposing  some  of  the  delay  before  Febru- 
ary might  be  excusable  in  the  plaintiffs,  he  charges  the  $50  a 
day  damages  only  from  the  1st  of  November,  1866,  to  the  15tli 
of  January,  1867.  This  is  somewhat  loose  and  indefinite,  and 
the  reason  given  for  it  is,  that  there  was  considerable  extra  work, 
and  that  the  extra  work  may  have  led  the  plaintiffs  to  employ 
men  on  it,  when  otherwise  they  would  have  been  employed  on 
the  contract  work. 

He  specifically  refused  to  find,  as  requested,  that  the  plaint- 
iffs were  delayed  six  weeks  by  delay  in  the  work  of  other  me- 
chanics or  workmen  employed  by  the  defendant,  in  which,  I 
think,  he  was  right ;  though  it  is  not  material,  whether  he  was 
or  not,  as  the  stipulation  in  the  contract  was,  that  tlie  plaintiffs 
were  not  to  excuse  or  justify  their  default,  on  account  of  any 
neglect  or  omission  of  other  contractors  or  mechanics,  unless 
they  gave  written  notice  of  such  neglect  or  omission  to  the  de- 
fendant or  to  the  architect,  and  there  is  no  pretence  that  they 
did  so. 

The  referee's  findings  upon  these  points  appear  to  be  fully 
sustained  by  the  evidence.  Very  little  delay,  if  any,  was 
caused  by  the  act  of  the  defendant  prior  to  the  Ist  of  Novem- 
ber, 1866.  It  arose  from  the  length  of  time  consumed  in 
taking  down  the  old  walls  and  removing  the  ruins,  delay  on 
the  part  of  those  acting  under  the  plaintiffs,  or  the  omission  on 
their  part  to  forward  the  work  with  the  efficiency  and  method 
which  was  necessary,  under  the  stringent  stipulation  they  had 
entered  into. 

It  is  insisted,  that  the  defendant  waived  the  condition 
in  respect  to  time,  by  making  payments  as  the  work  progressed, 
after  the  Ist  of  November. 

By  the  contract  certain  payments  were  to  be  made  at 
certain  stages  in  the  progress  of  the  work,  and  the  defendant 
continued  to  make  these  payments  from  the  Ist  of  November 
to  the  12th  of  January^  as  he  had  done  before,  leaving  only  to 
be  paid  on  the  last  payment  $300. 

The  referee  has  found,  that  by  these  payments  the  defend- 
ant merely  treated  the  contract  as  still  in  force,  and  that  they 
constituted  no  waiver  of  the  defendant's  claim  for  damages,  by 
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reason  of  the  delay.  The  finding  was  correct.  The  acts  here 
relied  upon  as  amounting  to  a  waiver  took  place  after  the 
plaintiff's  failure  to  complete  the  building  within  the  stipulated 
time,  and  in  respect  to  the  waiver  of  such  a  condition  or  of  all 
claim  for  damages  under  it,  there  is  a  very  material  distinction 
between  a  party's  acts  before  and  after  the  breach  of  a 
condition ;  for  after  a  breach,  as  a  general  rule,  there  is  no 
waiver  of  the  claim  for  damages,  unless  by  the  making  of 
a  new  agreement  {Ba/rher  v.  JRose^  5  Hill,  76  ;  Ddaaroix  v. 
Buckley y  13  Wend,  75 ;  Lattimore  v.  Ea/rsen^  14  Johns.  330 ; 
Hashrouch  v.  Tappen^  15  id.  200 ;  Little  v.  Holland^  3  Term. 
Eep.  590.) 

In  the  first  case  above  cited,  Barber  v.  Roae^  the  defendant, 
after  the  failure  to  complete  the  work  by  the  stipulated  time, 
told  the  plaintiff  to  go  on  and  finish  it,  and  that  he,  the 
defendant,  would  help  him  to  do  so,  on  being  allowed  a  com- 
pensation, and  under  which  arrangement  the  work  was  finished. 

The  court  below  regarding  this,  as  in  effect,  an  agreement 
to  extend  the  time,  would  not  allow  the  defendant  to  show  the 
loss  he  had  sustained  by  the  delay  in  recoupment  of  damages, 
and  for  this  reason  the  judgment  was  reversed,  the  court  above 
holding  that  the  waiver  of  the  time,  after  the  breach,  was  no 
waiver  of  the  defendant's  claim  for  damages,  as  it  would  have 
been,  if  the  contract  had  been  modified  before  the  time  had  ar- 
rived ;  and  in  Hasbrouck  v.  Tappen^  mpra^  the  plaintiflfe,  after 
breach,  declared  that  the  time  was  immaterial,  and  that  he 
would  take  no  advantage,  if  the  defendant  performed  his  con- 
tract, on  account  of  his  not  doing  it  on  the  precise  day  agreed 
upon,  and  the  court  held  that,  even  if  this  amounted  to  an 
agreement  to  extend  the  time,  it  was  no  waiver  of  the  plaintiffs' 
right  to  the  damages  liquidated  and  fixed  by  the  written  agree- 
ment. 

There  was  no  provision  in  the  contract  that  the  defendant 
should  or  might  withold  the  amount  of  the  damages  from  any 
outstanding  payment.  It  was  his  interest,  notwithstanding  the 
breach,  to  have  the  building  completed,  and  by  making  the 
payments  thereafter,  at  the  appointed  period,  as  the  building 
progressed,  he  waived  nothing.     He  had  the  right  to  treat  the 
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condition  in  respect  to  time  as  a  distinct  covenant,  for  the 
breach  of  which  he  had  his  remedy  by  action,  and  he  could  ac- 
cordingly set  it  up  as  he  did,  by  way  of  counterclaim  in  the 
action  brought  by  the  plaint iflFs  for  the  residue  of  the  contract 
price  and  the  extra  work,  {Smith  v.  Brady,  17  N.  Y.  173 ; 
Smith  V.  Coe,  2  Hilt.  365 ;  DihUee  v.  CorheU,  9  Abb.  Pr.  200.) 

The  admission  of  evidence  of  the  amount  of  the  rent  ob- 
tained for  the  building  yearly,  constitutes  no  ground  for  ^setting 
aside  the  report.  It  could  not  and  did  not  affect  the  amount 
which  the  defendant  was  entitled  to  and  recovered,  for  the 
failure  to  complete  the  building  by  the  stipulated  time,  as  that 
amount  was  liquidated  and  fixed  by  the  previous  agreement  of 
the  parties.  The  only  effect  of  it  was  to  show  that  the  actual 
loss,  which  the  defendant  sustained  by  the  delay,  was  very 
much  greater  than  the  measure  of  damages  agreed  upon,  which 
might  have  been  material,  if  it  were  doubtful  from  the  lan- 
guage of  the  contract,  whether  the  sum  specified,  $50  per  day, 
was  simply  a  penalty,  or  a  liquidation  and  settlement  before 
hand  of  the  amount  of  the  damages  in  the  event  of  a  breach ; 
for  in  determining  whether  a  penalty  or  liquidated  damages  is 
meant,  it  is  the  actual  intention  of  the  parties,  in  view  of  the 
whole  subject  matter,  which  is  chiefly  looked  to,  and  if  this  is 
doubtful,  or  uncertain,  upon  the  face  of  the  instrument,  the  in- 
stniment  may  be  aided,  and  the  real  intention  ascertained  by 
the  proof  of  extrinsic  facts.  {Colwell  v.  Lawrence^  38  N.  Y. 
Eep.  78,  74 ;  Smith  v.  Bell^  6  Peters,  75 ;  Sedgwick  on  Dam- 
ages, 399,  421,  2d  ed.;  Greenleaf  on  Evidence,  §  286.)  But  in 
this  case  it  was  unnecessary,  as  the  contract  shows  what  the  in- 
tention of  the  parties  was,  and  the  introduction  of  the  evidence 
could  therefore  be  productive  of  no  injury  to  the  plaintiffs. 

By  the  contract  the  plaintiffs  were  to  furnish  good,  proper, 
and  sufficient  materials  for  the  mason  work,  and  by  the  speci- 
fication it  was  provided,  that  such  of  the  old  materials  as  were 
good,  fitting,  and  in  accordance  with  those  called  for  in  the 
specification,  might  be  used  in  the  construction  of  the  new  edi- 
fice. This  did  not  make  it  obligatory  upon  the  plaintiffs  to  use 
the  old  brick. 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW  YOEK— MAEOH.  1871.  473 

Shute  Y.  HamUton. 

They  were  at  liberty  to  do  so  or  not,  as  they  thought 
proper. 

The  provision  was  one  entirely  for  their  benefit,  if  they 
thought  fit  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  which,  it  appears,  they 
did,  and  then  charged  the  defendant  $380  as  extra  work  for  the 
cleaning  of  the  brick,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  use  them  in 
the  new  building.  With  this  the  defendant  had  nothing  to  do. 
It  was  immaterial  to  him,  whether  they  cleaned  and  used 
190,000  of  the  old  brick,  or  that  quantity  of  new  brick.  He  had 
nothing  to  do  with  furnishing  the  materials,  and  if  the  proper 
materials  were  put  in  the  building,  it  was  of  no  consequence  to 
him,  whether  the  plaintiffs  procured  them  by  cleaning  up  the 
old,  or  by  purchasing  new  brick.  "  The  excavation  and  clean- 
ing out  the  ruins,  and  taking  down  the  old  walls"  was  what  the 
defendant  reserved  to  himself,  when  the  contract  was  signed. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  part  of  this  consisted  in  clean- 
ing up  the  old  brick  so  as  to  convert  it  into  materials  which 
the  plaintiffs  might  use  in  their  performance  of  their  contract. 
The  referee  has  found  that  when  the  contract  was  signed, 
Richardson  was  engaged  in  the  defendant's  employ,  in  taking 
down  the  bricks  and  piling  them,  and,  he  adds,  probably  clean- 
ing them.  But  the  latter  fact  does  not  appear  by  the  evidence, 
nor  anything  from  which  it  can  be  inferred  that  there  was  any 
understanding,  express  or  implied,  that  the  defendant  was,  at 
his  expense,  to  clean  up  the  old  brick  that  the  plaintiffs  might 
use  it  in  the  building.  If  this  had  been  the  understanding,  or 
if  it  could  be  inferred  from  the  contract,  that  the  defendant 
charged  himself  with  the  obligation  of  doing  this,  then  the 
referee  was  wrong  in  deducting  this  item  $380  from  $4,594, 
the  amount  charged  by  the  plaintiffs  for  taking  down  the  old 
walls,  removing  the  ruins,  and  making  the  necessary  excava- 
tions preparatory  to  beginning  the  new  structure ;  for  there  is 
no  doubt  tljat,  in  their  subsequent  contract,  they  undertook  to 
do  exactly  what  the  defendant,  by  the  written  contract,  reserved 
to  himself,  or  Richardson  was  employed  to  do.  But  taking  the 
contract  and  the  whole  of  the  testimony  together,  I  think  the 
referee  was  right  in  disallowing  this  item.  A  mason  builder 
of  twenty-five  years'  standing  was  asked,  under  the  plaintiffs' 
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excaption,  respectiDg  the  custom  in  the  use  of  the  old  brick, 
and  answered  that  he  knew  of  no  other  custom  except  for  the 
contractors  to  take  the  old  material,  and  make  the  best  use  of 
them  they  could  ai  their  own  expense^  where  they  were  allowed 
to  use  them  in  the  building.  It  is  immaterial  whether  this  was 
rightfully  admitted  or  not,  as  there  was  nothing  in  the  contract 
to  show  that  the  defendant  was  to  clean  the  old  bricks.  It  was 
work  done  for  the  plaintiffs'  l}^nefit,  and  it  in  no  way  affects 
the  consideration  of  that  question,  whether  the  defendant  or 
the  plaintiffs  were  to  take  down  the  old  walls,  &c.  They  could 
clean  and  use  the  old  bricks  in  the  new  construction  if  they 
wished  to  do  so,  but  the  defendant  was  under  no  obligation  to 
get  them  cleaned  for  them. 

The  referee  has  found  that  the  plastering  was  badly  done  in 
many  places,  that  it  was  the  result  of  careless  work,  being  in 
some  parts  loose  and  ready  to  fall  off;  that  the  defendant  had 
paid  $591  to  repair  it,  and  that  it  would  cost  him  more  than 
$1,000  to  repair  the  rest,  and  that  then  the  work  would  not  be 
as  good  as  if  it  had  been  properly  done  at  first. 

For  this  he  allowed  the  defendant  $800,  and  for  which  he 
paid  $591,  making  in  all  $1,391. 

The  difficulty  in  allowing  the  defendant  this  $1,391  is,  that 
no  claim  for  damages  on  this  account  is  set  up  in  the  answer ; 
the  counter-claim  in  the  answer  being  only  for  the  liquidated 
damages  of  $50  a  day  for  the  failure  to  complete  the  building 
by  the  stipulated  time. 

If  this  $1,391  was  allowed  by  way  of  recoupment,  there 
are  two  objections : 

1.  That  the  right  to  recoup  grows  out  of  the  contract,  and 
is  limited  to  reducing  or  extinguishing  the  claim  made  under 
it ;  that  is,  as  the  meaning  of  the  word  recoupment  implies, 
which  is  of  French  origin,  the  defendant  may  have  so  much  of 
the  claim  under  the  contract  cut  off  as  the  cross  damages  may 
come  to  {Ives  v.  Van  Epps^  22  "Wend.  165) ;  but  cannot  hare 
an  excess  or  balance  found  in  his  favor  {Sickels  v.  PaUisony 
14  Wend.  257).  His  remedy,  if  he  wishes  to  claim  to  that 
extent,  is  to  bring  a  separate  action  to  recover  damages  for 
the  non-performance  of  the  contract ;  a  difficulty,  in  respect  to 
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recoupment,  which  is  now  remedied  by  the  provision  in^  the 
Code  allowing  a  counter-claim. 

The  plastering,  for  the  defective  performance  of  which  the 
referee  allowed  $1,391,  was  embraced  in  the  written  contract^ 
and  the  referee  having  found  that  "the  defendant  paid  on 
account  of  the  written  contract  $41,000,  leaving  unpaid  there- 
on but  the  sum  of  $300,  any  damages  of  the  defendant  arising 
Tinder  that  contract  could  be  recouped  only  to  the  extent  of 
$300,"  {SickeU  v.  PaUison^  swprcC)^  that  being  all  that  was 
due  or  that  could  be  recovered  under  it. 

2.  But  even  this  was  not  recoverable  by  way  of  recoupment, 
for  to  entitle  a  party  to  recoup  damages,  he  must  give  notice, 
{Trowbridge  v.  The  Mayor^  dsc.  of  Albany,  5  Hill,  71 ;  s.  o.  7 
Id.  429 ;  Barber  v.  Hose,  5  Hill,  81) ;  and  the  only  mode  in 
which  that  notice  can  now  be  given  under  the  Code  is  by  way 
of  answer  {Crane  v.  JBardmaiiy  4  E.  D.  Smith,  449).  Indeed, 
what  was  fonnerly  called  recoup.ment,  is  now  a  counter-claim, 
expanded  into  a  broader  and  more  extensive  remedy;  for  a 
counter-claim  under  the  Code  not  only  includes  all  that  was 
formerly  embraced  by  recoupment,  but  a  great  deal  more. 
(  Vasser  v.  lAmngatcn,  13  N.  Y.  256 ;  PatUson  v.  Eicha/rds, 
32  Barb.  146 ;  OUoBon,  v.  Mom^  2  Duer,  642 ;  Bloodgood  v.  In- 
gddsby,  1  Hilt.  388.) 

If  the  testimony  in  respect  to  the  defective  manner  in  which 
this  work  was  done,  &c.,  had  been  without  objection,  we 
might  conform  the  pleadings  to  the  proof.  But  when  the 
interrogatory  was  put  to  the  witness  Bloodgood:  "Have 
you  examined  the  walls  and  plastering  of  the  building?"  the 
plaintiff  specifically  objected  that  this  was  not  put  in  issue. 
The  objection  was  overruled  upon  the  ground  that  it  was;  and 
it  certainly  was,  as  the  performance  of  the  written  contract  was 
essential  to  entitle  the  plaintiffs  to  recover  the  $300  that  re- 
mained of  the  contract  price,  {Smith  v.  Brady,  17  N.  T.  173) ; 
and  to  show  that  it  was  only  in  that  point  of  view  that  the 
whole  of  this  inquiry  was  gone  into,  the  defendant's  counsel 
stated  that  the  defendant  made  no  claim /br  dmnages  for  in- 
sufficient work,  in  that  the  evidence  was  offered  only  to  show 
that  the  contract  had  not  been  fulfilled.     When,  therefore,  the 
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referee,  in  his  report,  allowed  the  defendant  $1,391  for  insriffi- 
dent  worhy  it  was  giving  the  defendant  what  he  had  not  asked 
for,  and  may  well  have  taken  the  plaintiffs  by  surprise ;  $591 
of  this  amount  was  allowed,  as  I  have  said,  because  the  defen- 
dant had  expended  that  sum  in  repairing  the  damage  in  part, 
and  $800  more,  because  it  would  cost  the  defendant  more  than 
$1,000  to  repair  the  rest.  The  allowance  of  the  $1,391  was 
certainly  erroneous ;  for  conceding  the  fact  to  be  as  the  referee 
must  have  found,  that  the  special  contract  was  not  performed, 
from  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  plastering  was  done, 
the  only  effect  of  it  was  to  defeat  the  plaintiffs'  claim  for  the 
$300  under  that  contract. 

This  allowance,  therefore,  must  be  reduced  less  the  $300  by 
the  defendant,  or  the  report,  for  that  reason  alone,  must  be  set 
aside.  By  the  special  contract,  the  basement  was  to  be  finished 
as  a  cellar,  paved  with  cobble  stones,  or  concreted,  and  the 
walls  and  ceiling  whitewashed  with  two  coats.  The  defendant 
afterwards  had  this  changed. 

He  had  the  floor  deepened,  the  walls  and  the  ceiling  finished 
with  hard  finish,  and  the  cellar  fitted  up  as  a  room.  The  plain- 
tiffs' bill  for  plastering  the  side  walls  and  ceiling  of  the  cellar 
was  $671.45.  The  referee  has  found  that  the  walls  and  ceilings 
of  the  cellar  were  to  be  plastered,  and  this  would  seem  to  be 
included  in  the  general  provision  for  plastering  in  the  specifica- 
tion. 

All  the  plastering  was  to  be  three  coated  work  throughout 
and  hard  finished ;  the  exception  being,  that  the  walls  and  ceil- 
ings of  the  cellar  were,  by  the  specification,  to  be  whitewashed. 
By  the  subsequent  agreement,  they  were  hard  finished.  The 
referee  has  found  that  the  plaintiffs  finished  the  third  coat  of 
plaster  on  the  side  walls  and  ceilings  of  the  cellar.  For  the 
work  done  on  the  side  walls  he  allowed  as  extra  work  less  the 
cost  of  whitewashing,  and  the  same  for  the  ceiling,  but  found 
that  the  cost  of  the  whitewashing  of  the  whole,  as  originally 
contemplated,  was  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  third  coat,  and  he 
deducted  that  amount  of  $499,20  from  the  plaintiffs'  bill  ot 
$671.45. 

I  am  unable,  from  the  report  or  the  testimony,  to  discover 
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how  this  was  worked  out,  and  the  defendant's  counsel,  in  his 
points,  has  in  no  way  aided  us.  He  does  not  even  refer  to  it, 
although  the  objection  was  taken  to  the  finding  by  the  plaintiffs' 
exception,  and  it  is  specifically  stated  iii  bis  third  point  as  one 
of  the  grounds  for  setting  aside  the  report.  The  finding  may 
be  correct,  but  after  a  careful  perusal  of  the  whole  of  the  testi- 
mony of  this  voluminous  case,  I  find  myself  unable  to  deter« 
mine  whether  it  is  or  not. 

The  referee  has  deducted  for  twenty-one  gas  outlets  or  center 
pieces,  that  should  have  been  put  in,  $48.  This  is  also  doubt- 
ful, the  defendant  having  had  gas  introduced  more  extensively 
than  was  contemplated  by  the  special  contract,  the  charge  may 
have  been  in  effect  an  agreement  to  dispense  with  them.  The 
drawings  and  plans,  moreover,  are  not  before  us,  and  I  am  una- 
ble to  say,  from  the  specification,  whether  the  plaintiffs'  point 
is  well  taken  or  not,  that  the  contract  did  not  call  for  these 
center  pieces,  and  the  defendant  has  not  aided  us.  I  do  not 
think  that  the  referee  was  required  to  strike  out  items  to  which 
the  defendant  made  no  objection. 

This  applies  to  the  disallowance  in  the  plaintiff's  bill  for 
extra  work  of  the  item  of  $174.25  for  extra  sills  and  lintels  in 
Barclay  street.  This  bill,  dated  February,  1867,  of  $1,612.45, 
-v/as  examined  by  the  defendant  upon  the  trial,  and  he  specifi- 
cally distinguished  and  pointed  out  the  items  to  which  he  ob- 
jected, covering  nearly  one-half  of  the  amount  of  the  bill,  and 
this  item  was  not  one  of  them. 

The  plaintiffs  charged  $132.41  for  extra  repairing  after 
plumber  and  gas  fitter.  The  whole  of  this  was  disallowed, 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  covered  by  the  special  contract. 
By  the  contract,  the  plaintiff  agreed  to  do  all  patching  and  re- 
pairing after  other  mechanics  were  through ;  but  this,  of  course, 
had  reference  to  what  became  necessary  under  the  contract,  and 
did  not  apply  to  patching  and  repairing  which  might  arise  from 
changes  afterwards  made  by  the  defendant.  Indeed,  this  con- 
struction was  practically  applied  by  the  referee  in  reference  to 
the  repairing  after  the  putting  in  of  steam  heaters,  for  which 
he  allowed  the  plaintiffs  $475,  as  extra  work.  It  was  in  evi- 
dence that  floor  and  ceilings  had  to  be  cut  away  in  consequence 
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of  alterations  made  for  gas  pipes,  and  there  was  plumbing  work 
done  not  embraced  in  the  special  contract,  consisting  of  water- 
closets  and  more  than  twelve  additional  wash-basins.  Any  patch- 
ing or  repairing  consequent  upon  this  was  not  embraced  in  the 
contract,  and  for  this  additional  repairing  the  plaintiffs  were 
certainly  entitled  to  be  allowed- something.  Unless  the  parties 
can  agree  upon  a  reduction  in  the  matter  in  which  the  findings 
of  the  referee  do  not  appear  to  us  to  be  satisfactory,  no  other 
course  can  be  pursued  except  to  reverse  the  judgment  of  the 
referee. 

Ordered  accordingly. 


Thomas  Beennan  v.  Jacques  Blath. 

A  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  is  only  condusiTe  in  subsequent 
controversies,  as  between  the  same  parties  or  their  priyies,  and  upon  the 
points  actually  decided.  The  estoppel  thereby  created  must,  however,  be 
mutual. 

The  rent  under  an  agreement  by  lease  being  payable  monthly,  claims  of  tlie  lessor 
for  the  rent  of  the  several  successive  months  are  severable  and  assignable,  and 
a  judgment  against  the  tenant  for  the  rent  of  one  such  month,  in  favor  of  an 
assignee  of  the  lessor's  claim  for  that  month's  rent,  is  not  conclusive  against  the 
tenant  in  an  action  by  another  assignee  of  a  subsequent  month's  rent. 

Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Third 
District  Court. 

The  action  was  brought  by  plaintiff,  as  assignee  of  Helen 
A.  D'Orsay,  upon  an  alleged  parol  agreement  of  lease  of  prem- 
ises in  the  city  of  New  York,  for  the  period  of  six  months, 
from  November  1, 1869,  to  May  1, 1870,  at  the  yearly  rent  of 
$1,200,  payable  monthly  in  advance,  and  claim  was  made  in 
the  complaint  for  the  rent  accruing  in  advance  on  the  1st  day 
of  April,  1870. 

The  agreement  for  the  letting  of  the  premises,  as  stated  in 
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the  complaint,  was  denied  by  the  answer,  and  on  the  trial, 
which  took  place  on  the  6th  of  May,  1870,  the  defendant 
offered  to  maintain  the  issue  on  his  part  by  parol  testimony, 
but  it  being  admitted  that  in  a  previous  action,  brought  by  one 
Allen,  as  assignee  of  Helen  A.  D'Orsay  for  rent  accruing 
under  the  same  alleged  agreement  on  the  1st  of  March,  which 
**  was  tried  on  the  merits,"  a  judgment  had  been  rendered  for 
the  plaintiff  (Allen),  the  justice  held  such  judgment  decisive  of 
the  rights  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  for  the  recovery  of  the 
rent  accruing  on  the  first  day  of  April,  and  excluded  the  evi- 
dence offered  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

Judgment  was  rendered  for  the  plaintiff,  from  which  the 
defendant  appealed. 

Van  Wyok  &  Ooldey^  for  appellant. 

M.  H.  Topping^  for  respondent. 

By  the  Ooubt.* — Robinson,  J. — ^The  precise  date  of  the 
trial  or  judgment  in  the  suit  of  Allen  against  Blath  does  not 
appear.  I  am  of  the  opinion  the  Justice  erred  in  holding  upon 
the  defendant's  admission,  that  the  judgment  in  the  Allen  suit, 
for  the  rent  accruing  in  March,  was  decisive  of  any  right  pre- 
sented in  this  action.  A  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction  is  only  conclusive  in  subsequent  controversies,  as 
between  the  same  parties  or  their  privies,  and  upon  the  points 
actually  decided.  The  estoppel  thereby  created,  must,  how- 
ever, be  mutual.  Allen,  the  plaintiff,  in  the  former  action,  was 
not  assignee  of  the  entire  lease  or  agreement,  but  only  of  the 
installment  of  rent  falling  due  in  March.  The  agreement  by 
lease  could  only  be  appealed  to  and  produced  or  shown  on  the 
trial  of  his  claim  as  an  instrument  of  evidence. 

He  did  not  represent  the  interest  of  Helen  A.  D'Orsay  nor 
(so  far  as  appears)  was  that  action  in  any  way  brought  for  her 
benefit.  It  did  not  appear  that  she  either  was  a  witness  on  that 
trial  or  had  any  notice  of  it.    Unless  she  had  control  of  the 

*  PreBODi— Daly,  Cb.  J.,  Loew  and  BobinsoD,  JJ. 
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proceeding,  with  a  right  to  examine  on  the  trial  any  of  the 
witnesses  produced,  she  was  in  no  way  concluded  or  affected  by 
the  judgment.  {Bates  v.  Stanton^  1  Diier,  87;  Case  v.  Reeve, 
14  Johns.  79 ;  Goddard  v.  Benson,  15  Abb.  Pr.  191.) 

The  assignment  to  plaintiff  of  the  April  rent  was  dated 
April  15th,  1870 ;  but  it  does  not  appear  whether  that  trial  or 
judgment  was  before  or  after  such  assignment,  and  even  if  the 
decision  in  Allen  v.  Blath  could  have  had  any  effect  upon  the 
other  subsisting  or  inchoate  rights  of  Helen  A.  D'Orsay,  it 
could  not  prejudice  those  of  the  plaintiff  which  he  might  have 
acquired  by  a  previous  assignment. 

The  claims  for  the  several  successive  months'  rent  were 
severable  and  assignable,  and  a  judgment  for  or  against  any 
one  of  such  assignees  was  in  no  way  decisive  upon  the  rights  of 
any  other.  It  would  only  be  a  judgment  in  an  action  between 
Helen  A.  D'Orsay  and  the  defendant  ia  the  agreement,  which 
would  enure  to  the  benefit  or  disadvantage  of  her  subsequent 
assignee  or  party  standing  in  privity  with  her. 

As  the  judgment  in  Allen  v.  Blath  was  res  inter  alios,  it 
was  not  res  adjudicata  in  the  controversy  between  the  present 
parties. 

The  judgment  ought  to  be  reversed  with  costs. 

Judgment  reversed. 
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Annie  Broderick  v,  Frederick  P.  James  and  Julia,  his  Wife. 

« 

The  foundation  of  the  action  for  defamation,  whether  libel  or  slander,  is  an  injury 
done  to  reputation ;  that  is,  that  the  plaintiiF  is  injured  thereby  in  the  estima- 
tion of  others. 

In  drder  to  constitute  a  publication  in  an  action  for  oral  defamation,  the  words 
must  be  heard  and  understood  by  some  person  other  than  the  plaintiff,  to  whom 
they  were  addressed,  and  in  the  absence  of  such  proof,  judgment  should  be  for 
the  defendant,  although  the  answer  sets  up  matter  in  mitigation,  tending  to 
prove  the  truth  of  the  words  alleged  to  have  been  spoken. 

Appeal  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine  Court. 

The  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages  for  defamation 
of  character.  The  plaintiff  had  been  employed  by  the  defend- 
ant, Mrs.  James,  as  a  seamstress.  In  February,  18G9,  Mrs.  James 
left  the  city  for  the  South,  and  remained  away  until  May. 
When  she  returned,  she  found  that  a  velvet  dress,  which  had 
been  left  in  the  care  of  the  plaintiff,  had  disappeared.  In  the 
month  of  October,  1869,  upon  going  to  a  house  to  answer  an 
advertisement  of  a  cook,  Mrs.  James  met  the  plaintiff  there  and 
had  some  conversation  with  her  in  the  lower  hall,  and  as  the 
plaintiff  testified,  Mrs.  James  said  :  "Annie,  you  have  stolen 
my  dress."  Upon  the  trial,  the  plaintiff  was  the  only  witness 
examined  in  her  own  behalf,  and  she  testiHed  that  two  women 
"  were  listening  over  the  bannisters,  and  that  Mrs.  James  spoke 
loud  enough  for  the  folks  to  hear."  The  defendants  made  no 
attempt  to  prove  the  matters  alleged  in  their  answer  in  miti- 
gation. Upon  the  conclusion  of  the  evidence,  the  justice 
rendered  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  for  $150  and  costs,  from 
which  judgment  the  defendants  appealed  to  this  court. 

Edvoard  D.  James  and  Luther  JR.  Marshy  for  appellants. 

John  T.  Sweeny^  for  respondent. 
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By  the  Court.* — Daly,  Chief  Justice.  The  words  relied 
upon  as  defamatory,  were  spoken  by  the  defendant,  Mrs.  James, 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  there  is  nothing  in  the  case  to  show  that 
they  were  heard  by  any  one  but  the  plaintiff.  Before  the 
change  in  the  law,  by  whicb  parties  are  allowed  to  become  wit- 
nesses in  their  own  behalf,  no  action  under  such  circumstances 
could  be  maintained,  as  the  plaintiff  would  have  to  prove  the 
speaking  of  the  words  by  the  person  to  whom  they  were 
addressed,  or  by  some  one  who  heard  them,  and  for  that  reason 
no  such  question,  as  the  one  here  presented,  whether  there  was 
a  publication,  could  arise. 

The  plaintiff  testified,  that  the  woman  who  owned  the 
house,  and  a  cook  who  was  stopping  there,  were  in  the  hall 
above,  where  the  plaintiff  was  standing,  listening  to  the  con- 
versation; but  she  did  not  know  of  her  own  knowledge, 
whether  they  heard  anything  or  not,  although  Mrs.  James 
spoke  loud  enough  for  folks  to  hear. 

Mrs.  James  testified  that  she  spoke  very  gently  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  that  the  word  "  stolen  "  was  not  used  by  her ;  so 
that  the  speaking  of  the  defamatory  words,  which  are  relied 
upon  as  the  cause  of  action,  rests  solely  upon  the  uncorrobor- 
ated testimony  of  the  plaintiff. 

It  was  an  easy  matter  for  the  plaintiff  to  know  whether  the 
woman  who  owned  the  house  and  the  cook  heard  what  Mrs 
James  said,  by  simply  asking  them,  and  if  they  did,  they  were 
witnesses  who  coul^  have  proved  what  they  had  heard.  It  is 
stated  in  the  defendant's  points,  that  the  cook  was  in  court  and 
could  have  been  called  by  the  plaintiff,  and  as  the  statement  is 
not  questioned,  we  must  conclude  that  it  is  true.  The  only 
witnesses  examined  upon  the  trial  were  the  plaintiff  and  Mrs. 
James,  and  as  their  testimony  in  respect  to  what  was  said  by 
Mrs.  James  is  conflicting,  we  must  assume,  in  accordance  with 
the  judge's  finding,  who  was  the  one  to  judge  of  their  respect- 
ive credibility,  that  Mrs.  James  said  what  the  plaintiff  testified 
to.  There  being  no  evidence,  however,  that  it  was  heard  by 
any  one,  except  the  plaintiff,  the  point  is  presented,  whether  it 

*  Present — ^Daly,  Ch.  J.,  Loew  and  Robinson,  J  J. 
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was  a  publication.  Being  Te%  nova^  it  is  to  be  determined  by 
ascertaining  with  some  preciseness  the  nature  of  the  injury, 
for  which  an  action  of  this  description  will  lie,  and  what  is  a 
publication,  that  being  essential  to  the  cause  of  action.  {Craft 
T.  Boite^  1  Saund.  242,  n.  1.) 

The  foundation  of  the  action  for  defamation,  whether  libel 
or  slander,  is  an  injury  done  to  reputation ;  that  is,  that  the 
person  is  injured  thereby  in  t?ie  estimation  of  others^  {1^1^  v. 
Cla9ony  1  Caines,  583).  It  is  said  by  March,  the  writer  of  the 
earliest  English  treatise  on  the  law  of  Defamation,  that  where 
a  man's  reputation,  which  is  dearer  to  him  than  life,  is  endan- 
gered by  scandalous  words,  the  oflfender  should  be  enforced  by 
action  to  make  composition,  (March  on  Actions  of  Slander, 
First  Part,  Edition  of  1655,  p.  4) ;  a  passage  showing  very 
plainly  that  it  is  the  injury  done  to  the  reputation  which  is  the 
ground  of  the  action.  Now,  no  injury  is  done  to  a  person's 
reputation  unless  the  offensive  words  are  uttered  to,  or  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of,  a  third  person,  and  it  is  this  which  the 
law  calls  a  publication. 

Before  March's  book  was  written,  it  was  decided,  in  an 
action  for  oral  defamation,  that  the  averment  of  the  cause  of 
action  must  be,  or  the  language  used  by  the  pleader  must  imply, 
that  the  words  were  spoken  im,  prcMerUid  et  ariditu  aliorum^ 
{Taylor  v.  How^  Cro.  Eliz.  861),  from  which  it  follows  that  if 
uttered  only  to  the  party  himself,  and  not  in  the  hearing  of 
others,  there  is  no  publication  ;  for  no  injury  can  arise  thereby 
to  the  party's  reputation,  unless  it  is  produced  by  his  communi- 
cating to  others  that  which  was  said  respecting  him.  Indeed, 
the  general  word  which  is  employed  both  for  libel  and  slander, 
"  defamation,"  is  of  itself  sufficiently  explanatory,  being  de- 
rived from  two  Latin  words — efo,  of,  and  fama^  the  talk  of  the 
m^ultitude. 

In  HicKs  Case  (Hob.  215),  it  was  held  that  no  action  would 
lie  for  sending  a  sealed  letter  containing  scandalous  matter  to 
the  person  to  whom  it  applied,  and  to  whom  the  letter  was 
addressed,  upon  the  ground  that  this  was  not  a  publication  ; 
though  it  was  an  act  for  which  an  indictment  would  lie,  as 
tending  to  stir  up  strife,  produce  quarrels,  and  lead  to  a  breach 
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of  the  peace,  {Hex  v.  Wegener^  2  Starkie  N".  P.  245 ;  2  Hawkins'^ 
P.  C.  356,  §  11 ;  March  on  Actions  of  Slander,  24).  In  PhUips 
V.  Janaen  (2  Esp.  K.  625),  Lord  Kenyon  held  that,  to  make  a 
private  letter  a  libel,  it  must  be  addressed  to  a  third  person,  not 
to  the  party  himself,  and  the  letter  in  that  case  having  been 
sent  by  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff,  the  plaintiff  was  non- 
suited. 

It  has  frequently  been  held  that  if  the  words  are  uttered  in 
a  foreign  language,  in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  others,  it  is 
necessary  to  show  that  they  understood  the  language,  or  other- 
wise there  is  no  publication,  or,  to  express  it  in  the  language  of 
Hobart,  "  slanderous  words  in  Welsh  bear  no  action,  except 
you  affirm  that  they  were  spoken  in  the  hearing  of  them  that 
understood  the  Welsh  tongue."  {Fleetwood  v.  Curley^  Hob. 
Rep.  268a;  G^ibB  v.  Jenkins^  Id.  191a;  G^b  y.  JDavie^  Id. 
8 ;  Jones  v.  Da/oerSy  Cro.  Eliz.  496 ;  Wormouth  v.  Cramer^  3 
Wend.  394;  Amann  Y.Dammhy  8  Com.  B.  N.  S.  597 ;  Danver's 
Abm.  146,  pp.  1,  2 ;  Viner's  Abm.  Action  for  Words,  A.  G.) 
These  authorities  show  that  to  constitute  a  publication  in  an 
action  for  oral  defamation,  the  words  must  be  heard  and  under- 
stood by  some  person  other  than  the  one  to  whom  they  were 
addressed.  There  was  no  proof  in  this  case  that  the  words 
were  heard  by  any  one  but  the  plaintiff,  and  judgment  should, 
therefore,  have  been  given  for  the  defendant. 

It  does  not  appear  by  the  return  upon  what  grounds  the 
judge  found  for  the  plaintiff,  but  it  is  stated  in  the  defendants' 
points  that  the  judge  said  that  he  did  so  because  the  defendants 
had  set  up  a  justification  in  their  answer,  and  had  failed  to 
prove  it.  The  defendants,  however,  did  not  set  up  a  justifica- 
tion. Tliey  denied  the  speaking  of  the  words  as  alleged,  and 
then,  as  they  might  do  under  the  Code,  set  up  matter  in  miti- 
gation tending  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  charge,  {JSttsh  v. 
Prosser^  11  N.  Y.  347.)  But  it  was  wholly  immaterial  whether 
they  did  or  not,  or  whether  the  charge  was  true  or  not,  becauBC 
as  the  words  were  spoken  only  to  the  plaintiff,  and  not  in  the 
hearing  of  any  one  else,  there  was  no  ground  ah  initio  for  the 
action.  If  the  plaintiff  had  no  cause  of  action  whatever,  it 
^as  of  no  consd'quence  what  defense  beyond  that  the  defendants 
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relied  on.  They  raised  the  issue  by  denying  the  speaking  of 
the  words  as  laid,  which  imposed  upon  the  plaintiff  the  neces- 
sity of  proving  what  she  had  averred  in  her  complaint,  and  the 
plaintiff  having  failed  to  do  that,  there  was  an  end  of  the  case. 
A  party  who  has  no  ground  for  an  action  of  slander  when  he 
brings  his  action,  cannot  maintain  the  action  by  founding  it 
upon  a  statement  made  respecting  him  by  the  other  party  when 
examined  as  a  witness  upon  the  trial. 
The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 


Henbt  Eisner  v.  George  F.  Keller, 

The  legal  effect  of  taking  from  the  maker  of  a  note  or  bill,  a  new  note,  payable  at 
a  future  day,  is  to  suspend  the  right  of  action  on  the  first  note  until  the  maturity 
of  the  second,  and  such  taking  is  an  extension  of  credit  which  operates  to  dis- 
charge from  liability  an  mdorser  of  the  first  note,  not  assenting  to  the  transac- 
tion. 

To  effect  such  discharge  from  liability,  it  is  not  necessary  that  there  should  be  an 
agreement,  either  express  or  implied,  between  the  debtor  and  the  creditor,  to 
give  time.  The  taking  of  a  new  note  for  the  same  amount,  payable  at  a  future 
day,  necessarily  implies  an  extension  of  credit  by  the  creditor. 

Jt  t€em»  that  an  express  understanding  that  the  new. note  should  not  affect  the 
security  of  the  first  note,  will  be  sufficient  cTidence  of  an  agreement  that 
there  was  to  be  no  extension  of  time,  and  that  the  creditor  might  be  at  liberty 
to  sue  upon  the  first  note  before  the  maturity  of  the  new  note. 

The  maker  of  an  over  due  note,  at  the  request  of  the  holder,  procured  from  a  third 
person  a  note  for  the  same  amount,  payable  at  sixty  days,  which  he  deliyered  to 
the  holder  of  the  first  note,  with  a  request  not  to  be  sued  on  the  oveiHue  note, 
the  latter  saying  that  he  would  surrender  the  old  note  when  the  new  note  was 
paid.  The  holder  procured  the  new  note  to  be  discounted  at  bank,  and,  at  its 
maturity,  it  was  paid,  in  part  by  the  maker,  in  discharge  of  a  debt  which  in  the 
meantime  had  become  due  by  him  to  the  maker  of  the  old  note,  the  balance 
being  paid  by  the  holder  of  the  old  note.  Held,  in  an  action  by  the  holder 
against  the  indorser  of  the  old  note,  to  recoyer  the  amount  of  the  balance  paid 
to  take  up  the  new  note,  that  the  taking  of  the  new  note  was  an  extension  of 
credit  to  the  maker,  which  discharged  the  defendant  as  indorser. 
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Appeal  by  the  defendant  from  a  judgment  of  the  Marine 
Court.  The  action  was  brought  against  the  defendant  as  the 
indorser  of  a  promissory  note  for  $2^033.60,  to  recover  an  un- 
paid balance  of  $500.  The  defendant,  by  answer,  allied 
that  the  note  had  been  fully  paid  and  satisfied  by  one  Schwartz, 
the  maker,  and  he,  the  defendant,  thereby  became,  as  indorser, 
fully  discharged  from  liability.  The  action  was  tried  before  a 
justice  without  a  jury,  and,  upon  the  conclusion  of  the  evidence 
(which  is  detailed  in  the  opinion  of  the  court),  judgment  was 
rendered  for  the  plaintiff. 

The  defendant  appealed  to  this  court. 

I%a<io  S.  Bryan,  for  appellant. 
StiluoeU  (&  Swain,  for  respondent. 

By  the  Court.* — Daly,  Chief  Justice. — ^This  case  appears  to 
have  been  decided  upon  the  assumption  that  the  note  of  Simms 
&  Haller,  which  was  payable  at  a  further  day,  and  was  for  the 
same  sum  as  the  note  upon  which  the  defendant  is  sued  as  in- 
dorser, was  received  by  the  plaintiff,  merely  as  collateral  secu- 
rity, and  not  upon  any  agreement,  express  or  implied,  to 
extend  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  note  upon  which  the 
defendant  was  indorser. 

The  circumstances  under  which  the  note  of  Simms  &  Haller 
was  made  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff,  are  detailed  in  part  by 
his  testimony  and  in  part  by  that  of  Schwartz,  the  maker  of  the 
previous  note,  and  of  Simms,  one  of  the  makers  of  the  new 
note.  There  is  considerable  conflict,  not  between  Simms  and 
Schwartz,  but  between  them  and  the  plaintiff.  The  plaintiff 
testified  that  after  the  first  note  was  due,  he  went  to  Simms  & 
Haller,  and  asked  them  if  they  would  give  him  a  note  to 
Schwartz  for  accommodation,  and  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  would 
be  responsible  for  it,  and  would  pay  the  money  before  it  be- 
came due : — to  let  him  have  their  note  for  $2,000,  and  that  if 
they  did  not  collect  the  money  from  Schwartz,  he,  the  plaintiff, 
would  be  responsible  for  the  note.     He  testified  that  Simms  & 

*  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J.,.Loew  and  Larremore. 
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Haller  consented  to  do  so,  and  that  afterwards  he  told  Schwartz 
to  go  to  Simms  &  Haller,  and  bring  him  a  note  for  $2,000 ;  that 
Simms  gave  him  the  note  for  $2,033.60,  which  he  bronght  to 
the  plaintiff;  that  the  plaintiff  then  said  that  he  would  keep 
the  new  note  as  collateral  secm*ity ;  that  Schwartz  asked  him 
to  give  np  the  old  note,  and  the  plaintiff  replied  that  he  would 
keep  it  as  collateral  security  until  the  other  note  was  paid,  and 
that  when  the  latter  note  was  paid,  he  would  send  the  former 
one,  and  he  added  that  he  simply  got  the  note  of  Simms  & 
Haller  "  to  make  believe." 

It  appeared  by  Schwartz'  testimony  that  he  had  had  deal- 
ings with  Simms  &  Haller ;  that  no  money  was  due  by  them 
to  him,  when  this  new  note  was  given,  but  before  it  became 
due,  he  had  sold  good  to  them,  which  must  have  amounted  to 
$6,000  or  $6,000. 

The  new  note,  as  appears  by  the  testimony  of  Simms,  was 
for  exactly  the  same  amount  as  the  old  one,  $2,033.60,  a  fact 
which  the  plaintiff  has  not  denied,  although  he  says  that  he 
told  Schwartz  to  bring  him  a  note  for  $2,000.  The  new  note 
was  dated  the  9th  of  June,  1869,  and  fell  due  on  the  12th  of 
August  thereafter.  The  plaintiff  had  it  discounted  in  a  bank. 
When  it  fell  due,  Simms  &  Haller  owed  Schwartz  $1,500  for 
merchandize,  and  to  enable  them  to  take  up  this  note,  they 
sent  to  the  plaintiff  for  a  check  for  the  balance  of  it,  $533.  The 
plaintiff  sent  them  his  check  for  $530,  and  they  took  up  the 
note. 

Schwartz  testified,  as  has  been  stated,  that  when  he  gave 
Simms  &  Haller's  note  to  the  plaintiff,  he  asked  him  for  the 
old  note,  and  that  the  plaintiff  said  that  he  would  send  it  to 
him,  but  this  the  plaintiff  denied,  or,  as  he  testified,  said  that 
he  would  send  it,  when  the  other  note  was  paid. 

Schwartz  admitted  that  the  plaintiff  told  him  to  get  Simms 
&  Haller's  note,  and  that  he,  the  plaintiff,  would  not  sue  upon  it, 
and  Schwartz  says  that  he  went  to  Simms,  and  with  that  under- 
standing got  from  him  the  note  for  $2,033.60. 

In  respect  to  the  making  and  delivery  to  the  plaintiff  of 
Simms  &  Haller's  note,  Schwartz  testified  that  he  called  upon 
the  plaintiff  and  requested  him  not  to  sue ;  that  he  would  pay 
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the  note,  and  that  the  plaintiff  said  that  if  Schwartz  got  Simms 
&  Haller's  note,  so  as  to  raise  the  money,  he  would  wait.  He 
asked  the  plaintiff  how  long  a  note  he  wanted,  and  the  latter 
said,  "  make  it  short,"  and  Schwartz  then  got  the  second  note. 
This  testimony,  if  uncontradicted,  would  be  decisive  as  showing 
conclusively  that  an  extension  of  time  was  given  to  Schwartz 
upon  the  old  note  which  would  discharge  the  indorser,  but  the 
plaintiff  was  not  allowed  to  contradict  this  part  of  Schwartz' 
testimony.  He  was  asked  if  he  had  a  conversation  with 
Schwartz  before  the  new  note  was  given,  and  he  answered  that 
he  had.  He  was  then  asked  if  he  had  told  Schwartz  that  if  the 
latter  would  get  this  note  (the  second  note)  he  would  not  sue 
him,  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  answer  this  question,  under  the 
defendant's  objection.  The  ruling  of  the  court  was  erroneous, 
for  that  was  in  substance  what  Schwartz  had  testified  to,  and 
the  plaintiff,  for  all  that  we  know,  might  have  contradicted 
Schwartz,  if  he  had  been  allowed  to  do  so. 

But  if  we  assume  that  the  plaintiff  would  have  denied  that 
he  told  Schwartz  that  he  would  not  sue  him  on  the  note  that 
was  due  in  case  he  brought  him  the  new  note,  there  is  still,  in 
my  judgment,  suflScient  evidence  in  the  case  uncontradicted  to 
show  that  this  arrangement  was  an  agreement  to  give  time, 
which  discharged  the  defendant  from  his  liability  as  indorser 
upon  the  note  that  was  past  due. 

It  is  well  settled  by  a  long  series  olf  cases  in  this  State,  that 
the  taking  of  a  new  note,  payable  at  a  future  day,  from  the 
debtor,  suspends  the  right  of  action  upon  the  original  note, 
until  the  new  one  falls  due ;  that  it  operates  as  an  extension  of 
credit  by  which  not  merely  an  ordinary  security,  but  an  in- 
dorser, not  assenting  to  the  transaction,  is  discharged.  {Hart  ▼. 
Hudson^  6  Duer,  304,  and  the  cases  thus  cited.) 

Some  confusion  has  arisen  by  attempts  to  qualify  this  rule, 
which  I  apprehend  may  be  attributed  to  confounding  our  own 
with  the  English  cases,  which  are  conflicting,  as  some  of  them 
do  not  give  that  effect  to  the  taking  of  a  new  note,  payable  at  a 
future  day,  for  the  old  one,  unless  there  is  an  express  agreement 
to  give  time,  founded  upon  a  sufficient  consideration.  Thus  in 
Pring  v.  Clarkson^  (1  Bam.  &  Cress.  14,)  where  the  acceptor 
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of  a  dishonored  bill  sent  a  new  one  for  a  larger  amount,  payable 
at  a  future  day  to  the  payee,  who  got  it  discounted,  it  was  held 
that  this  did  not  discharge  the  indorser  of  a  previous  bill. 
C.  J.  Abbott  said,  that  if  time  had  been  given,  he  would  have 
been  discharged,  but^that  the  second  bill  was  nothing  more 
than  a  collateral  security,  And  that  the  taking  of  a  collateral 
Becnrityfrom  the  acceptor  would  not  have  that  effect.  The 
correctness  of  this  decision  has  been  questioned  in  a  note  to 
Bayley  on  Bills,  (5  Lond.  Ed.  345,)  and  by  Mr.  Chitty,  the 
learned  author  of  the  well-known  work  on  Bills,  who  makes 
this  observation,  the  good  sense  of  which  is  apparent  :  ^^  that 
the  mere  receiving  further  security,  j?ayaJfe  at  a  further  day^ 
would,  in  general,  imply  an  engagement  to  wait  till  it  becomes 
due."    (Chitty  on  Bills,  10  Am.  Ed.,  p.  409.) 

In  a  later  case,  Kendrich  v.  Lomax^  (2  Cromp.  &  Jer. 
405)  the  last  indorser  of  a  bill,  after  it  became  due,  went  to 
the  plaintiff  with  another  bill,  with  the  same  parties'  names, 
and  requested  him  to  renew  the  first  by  taking  the  second  bill. 
The  plaijitiff  hesitated  for  some  time,  and  ultimately  the  in- 
dorser left  tbe  second  bill  with  him.  On  the  trial,  Justice 
Bayley,  an  eminent  authority  on  the  law  of  bills  of  exchange, 
intimated  that  such  a  receipt  of  the  second  bill  would  prevent 
the  plaintiff's  right  of  suing  on  the  first,  until  the  second  was 
dishonored,  and  he  left  it  ^o  the  jury  to  say  whether  the  second 
was  left  and  received  on  account  of  and  in  renewal  of  the  first. 
The  jury  found  that  it  was,  and  the  Judge  having  told  the  jury 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  the  expenses  of  the 
first  bill,  the  second  having  been  paid  at  maturity,  they  found 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  for  that  amount.  But  the  verdict 
was  set  aside,  upon  the  ground  that  as  the  plaintiff  was  pre- 
cluded from  suing  on  the  first  bill,  until  the  second  matured, 
he  could  maintain  no  action  for  the  expenses,  thB  second  bill 
having  been  duly  paid.  "When,"  says  Bayley,  J.,  in  deliver- 
ing an  opinion  for  the  entering  of  a  nonsuit,  "the  plaintiff  took 
the  new  bill,  he  virtually  agreed,  not  only  to  postpone  his  right 
to  sue  on  the  first,  but  also  to  sue  for  the  charges  that  were 
accessory  to  it," — which  is  going  quite  as  far  as  we  have  gone 
in  this  State  in  the  application  of  the  rule  that  the  taking  of 
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the  new  note  Buspende,  until  it  falls  due,  the  right  to  Bne  upon 
the  previous  one. 

The  qualification  of,  or  rather  the  attempt  to  qualify,  this 
rule  in  this  State,  was  at  first  simply  dicta^  {Pring  v.  Clarkwrtj 
and  some  earlier  English  cases  being  refejrred  to  in  support  of 
it),  in  Oahn  v.  Niemcewiez^  (11  Wend,  320);  Ehoood  v.  Deifenr 
doffj  (6  Barb.  409) ;  and  Wageman  v.  Hoag,  (14  id.  239),  with- 
out any  review  or  consideration  of  what  had  previously  been 
decided  in  our  own  State  in  Herring  v.  Sawyer^  (M.  S.) ;  Pvi* 
man  v.  Zewisj  (8  Johns,  304) ;  /Schemerham  v.  Zaines,  (7  id. 
312,  note) ;  Benedick  v.  Green,  (15  id.  250);  Fellau)  v.  Pren- 
tiSj  (3  Denio,  520) ;  and  it  finally  took  the  form  of  an  express 
decision  in  Taylor  v.  Allen,  (36  Barb.  294),  in  which  it  was 
held  that  the  receipt  of  a  bill  or  note  having  time  to  run,  from 
the  party  primarily  liable  on  a  previous  bill  or  note,  does  not 
operate  to  discharge  an  indorser  on  the  bill  or  note  so  overdue, 
unless  there  is  an  agreement  express  or  implied,  that  the  new 
bill  or  draft  is  in  payment  of  the  former,  or  extending  the  time 
of  payment  in  favor  of  some  party  who  is  liable  thereon  prior 
to  such  indorser.  In  that  case,  the  plaintiff,  after  the  note  was 
due,  drew  a  draft  upon  the  maker  for  the  amount  of  the  note 
and  interest,  payable  in  sixty  days  after  date,  without  the 
assent  or  knowledge  of  the  indorser  of  the  note,  which  draft 
the  maker  accepted ;  and  the  court  held,  that  as  there  was  no 
express  agreement  to  extend  the  time  of  the  payment  on  the 
note  overdue,  and  there  was  some  evidence  that  the  new  draft 
was  taken  by  the  plaintiff  as  collateral  to  the  former  note,  there 
was  nothing  to  prevent  the  plaintiff  from  enforcing  the  pay- 
ment of  the  old  note,  the  action  having  been  commenced  before 
the  draft  was  due. 

I  cannot  yield  my  assent  to  the  correctness  of  this  decision. 
It  does  not  appear  from  the  report  of  the  case  what  the 
evidence  was,  to  show  that  the  draft  was  received  by  the 
plaintiff  as  collateral,  and  not  knowing  what  it  was,  it  is 
di£Scult  to  see  how  the  case  affects  the  question;  for  the 
drawing  of  a  draft  by  the  plaintiff,  payable  at  a  future  day,  for 
the  amount  of  the  note  and  interest,  and  the  acceptance  of  that 
draft  by  the  maker  of  the  note,  was  in  itself  an  extension  of 
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the  time  of  payment,  until  the  draft  became  due,  and  a  sus- 
peDBion  ad  intervm,  of  the  right  of  action  upon  the  note.  (J/y- 
er9  V.  Welles^  5  Hill,  464;  Kendrich  v.  Lomax^  2  Cromp. 
&  Jer.  405.) 

In  deciding  that  the  action  could  be  maintained,  before  the 
draft  became  due,  the  court  laid  down  this  proposition,  ^\  that 
where  it  has  been  expressly  agreed  that  the  new  note  was 
received  as  collateral  security  to  the  note  overdue,  the  right  of 
immediate  action  on  the  note  so  overdue  is  not  suspended,  and 
the  indorser  or  surety  is  not  discharged,"  a  proposition  which  is 
not  sustained,  in  the  terms  in  which  it  is  expressed,  by  the 
authorities  cited  in  support  of  it. 

A  new  note,  payable  at  a  future  time,  is  necessarily  col- 
lateral to  the  prior  one,  where  the  latter  is  not  given  up,  and 
the  fact  that  it  is  thus  collateral  has  no  bearing  upon  the 
question  of  the  extension  of  time,  which  follows  necessarily 
from  taking  a  new  note  for  the  same  amount,  payable  at 
a  future  day.  It  may  be  that  an  express  understanding  that 
the  new  note  should  not  aflfect  the  security  which  the  creditor 
already  had,  would  be  sufficient  evidence  of  an  express  agree- 
ment, that  there  was  to  be  no  extension  of  time,  and  that  the 
creditor  was  at  liberty  to  sue  upon  the  old  note,  if  so  disposed, 
without  waiting  until  the  new  one  became  due,  as  was,  in 
effect,  held  by  Lord  EUenborough  in  Bedford  v.  DeaTdn^  (2 
Starkie,  178) ;  but  even  this  is  very  doubtful,  as  it  is  allowing 
the  party  to  contradict  by  parol  the  plain  meaning  and  legal 
effect  of  the  written  instrument  which  he  takes.  {Hart  v. 
Hudson^  6  Duer,  804 ;  FellawB  v.  Preniisj  3  Denio,  514,  517  ; 
1  Greenleaf 's  Ev.  §§  282,  284;  Chitty  on  Bills,  10th  Am.  Ed. 
142.)  It  is  also  to  be  observed,  that  this  case  of  Bedford  v. 
Deakin  was  but  a  nisi  jpriua  decision  of  Lord  Ellenborough's, 
made  more  than  fifty  years  ago,  when  the  law  in  relation 
to  bills  of  exchange  was  not  as  clearly  defined,  or  as  weU 
understood,  as  it  is  now.  Before  this  decision  was  made,  and 
after  it,  there  were  cases,  in  which  it  was  held  that  where 
a  note  is  due  and  unpaid,  the  taking  of  collateral  security  by 
the  creditor,  such  as  a  bond,  an  assignment  of  property  or  war- 
rant of  attorney,  etc.,  is  and  was  no  extension  of  the  time 
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of  payment,  nor  any  sngpensioii  of  his  right  to  sue  upon  the 
note.  The  cases  of  Twopenny  v.  Yaung^  (3  Barn.  &  O.  208) ; 
and  Bell  y.  Banksj  (3  Man.  &  6.  258),  are  illnstrations,  and 
these  decisions  may  have  led  Lord  Ellenborongh  in  Bedfcnrd  v. 
Deakinj  (supra) ;  Chief  Justice  Abbott  in  Pring  v.  Clarkson^ 
{supra) ;  and  Cliief  Justice  Gibbs  in  MelviU  y.  GUndening^ 
(7  Taunt.  126),  to  apply  the  same  rule  where  a  note  payable  at 
a  future  time  is  taken,  without  distinguishing  that  the  two 
cases  are  very  different.  Where  a  new  negotiable  note,  pay- 
able at  a  future  time,  is  taken  by  the  creditor,  he  receives  some 
benefit  or  advantage,  as  he  may  use  the  new  note  in  the  market 
as  commercial  paper,  and,  as  was  done  in  the  case  now  before 
us,  get  it  discounted  at  a  bank,  and  any  benefit  or  advantage 
however  small,  is  sufficient  to  constitute  a  consideration.  In 
the  cases  of  Fellows  v.  Prentis^  {supra)^  Bart  v.  Budson^ 
{eupra\  and  Watson  v.  Taylor^  {supra\  the  interest  upon  the 
old  note  was  computed  and  added  to  the  amount  payable 
in  the  new  one,  so  that  the  new  note,  if  unpaid,  would  draw  a 
larger  amount  of  interest  upon  the  principal  than  the  old  note, 
which  was  not  only  a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  the 
implied  agreement  to  give  time,  but  was  regarded  in  Fellows  v. 
Prentisy  {supra)^  by  Chancellor  Wilmott,  and  in  Bart  v.  Bud- 
Sony  (supra),  by  Chief  Justice  Duer,  as  in  fact  constituting  a 
new  contract,  as  the  new  note  incladed  more  than  was  recover- 
able under  the  old  one. 

The  distinction  which  exists,  where  a  note,  payable  at  a 
future  time,  is  taken  for  the  amount  of  an  existing  debt,  was 
recognized  before  Lord  EUenborough's  time,  by  Lord  Kenyon, 
in  Stedman  v.  Oooch,  (1  Esp.  B.  5),  and  he  stated  the  true  rule 
succinctly  m  these  words :  '^  To  this  effect  the  law  is  clear,  that 
if  in  payment  of  a  debt,  the  creditor  is  content  to  take  a  bill  or 
not§,  payable  at  a  fdture  day,  he  cannot  legally  commence  an 
action,  until  such  bill  or  note  becomes  payable,  or  default- 
is  made  in  the  payment.'' 

In  MelviU  v.  Glendenmg,  (suprd),  bills  of  exchange  were 
given  for  the  original  debt.  It  does  not  appear  very  clearly, 
either  from  the  report  or  from  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice 
Gibbs,  what  the  transaction  really  was.    As  I  understand  the 
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case,  it  appears  to  have  been  insisted  that  it  was  agreed,  from 
the  giving  of  the  bills  of  exchange,  that  the  creditor  woald  not 
proceed  against  the  debtor,  unless  it  should  appear  that  the 
bills  were  not  dulj  honored ;  but  it  would  seem  from  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  that  the  debtor  said,  "I  throw  myself  on 
your  mercy,  but  to  induce  you  not  to  proceed,  I  put  these 
securities  into  your  hands ;"  and  the  plaintiff  swore  expressly, 
that  he  never  made  any  agreement  to  give  time.  The  Chief 
Justice  held,  that  he  had  not  precluded  himself  from  proceeding 
at  any  moment  against  the  defendant  upon  the  original  debt,  a 
decision  which  I  consider  questionable ;  first,  because,  if  the 
bills  were  payable  at  a  future  day,  it  was  allowing  the  plaintiff 
to  contradict  the  legal  effect  of  the  instrument,  which  he 
agreed  to  take  and  hold,  and,  second,  even  upon  the  parol 
evidence  he  was  concluded. 

The  language  of  the  debtor  was  equivalent  to  saying,  "I 
am  at  your  mercy ;  you  may  proceed  against  me  if  you  will, 
but  to  induce  you  not  to  do  so,  I  put  these  securities  into  your 
hands."  It  was  in  the  creditor's  power  to  refuse  to  show  any 
mercy,  but,  in  my  judgment,  when  he  took  the  securities,  it  waft 
impliedly  agreeing  that  he  would  not  proceed,  but  would*  wait 
until  the  bill  of  exchange  fell  due.  Indeed  that  case,  as  well  as 
the  one  now  before  us,  is  a  good  illustration  of  the  propriety  of 
not  allowing  a  party  who  takes  a  new  negotiable  note,  payable 
at  a  future  day,  to  show  by  parol  that  he  did  not  mean  by  tak- 
ing it  to  wait  until  the  note  became  due. 

In  Place  v.  McHoame  (1  Daly,  266),  the  maker  of  a  note 
under  protest,  sent  his  negotiable  check,  dated  nine  days  ahead, 
for  the  amount  of  the  note,  to  the  plaintiff,  in  a  letter,  wherein, 
he  was  requested  to  accept  it  as  a  favor,  and  stating  that 
when  the  check  was  paid,  he  would  call  for  the  note.  The 
creditor  returned  no  answer,  but  kept  the  check  and  had  it  pre- 
sented upon  the  day  tliat  it  was  payable,  at  the  bank,  when 
payment  was  refused.  We  held,  that,  upon  this  state  of  facts, 
an  agreement  to  give  time  was  implied  as  a  conclusion  of  law, 
and  that  having  been  done  without  the  knowledge  of  the  in- 
dorser  of  the  note,  the  latter  was  discharged. 

The  case  was  carried  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  (38  N.  T.  96), 
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and  onr  decision  was  affirmed.  Justice  Miller  deli\rered  a  dis- 
sentiDg  opinion,  fonnded  in  part  upon  the  decision  of  the  Sn- 
preme  Court  in  Taylor  v.  AUen  (36  Barb.  294),  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  in  which  he  approves  of  the  proposition  in  that 
case  which  I  have  commented  upon,  insisting  that  there  must  be 
an  agreement,  express  or  implied,  to  give  time — one  that  is 
obligatory  upon  the  creditor,  and  which  is  founded  upon  a  suf- 
ficient consideration,  and  that  no  such  agreement  conld  be  in- 
ferred by  the  omission  of  the  plaintiff  to  return  the  check,  or 
by  his  having  it  presented  at  the  bank  upon  the  day  when  it 
was  payable.  But  Judge  Grover,  by  whom  the  opinion  of  the 
court  was  delivered,  and  with  whom,  it  would  seem,  the  rest  of 
the  court  agreed,  held,  on  the  contrary,  that  these  circumstances 
were  sufficient  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  had  accepted  the  check, 
and  the  affirmance  of  the  judgment  was  put  up  on  the  plain 
ground  that  when  a  creditor  takes  the  note  of  his  debtor,  paya- 
ble at  a  future  day,  he  thereby  suspends  his  right  of  action  upon 
the  debt  until  the  maturity  of  the  note,  so  that  it  may  now 
be  regarded  as  settled  in  this  State  that  such  is  the  legal  ^ect 
of  the  taking  of  a  new  note  from  the  debtor,  payable  at  a  future 
day,  and  that  when  it  is  done  without  the  knowledge  or  consent 
of  an  indorser  of  the  old  note,  he  is  discbai^ed. 

Such  was  the  legal  effect  here  when. the  note  of  Siumis  & 
Haller  was  made  and  delivered  to  the  plaintiff.  The  giving  of 
this  note  did  not  originate  with  the  debtor,  but  the  making  of 
it  was  the  result  of  a  plan  devised  by  the  plaintiff",  by  which  he 
could  have  any  indebtedness,  which  might  arise  in  the  interim 
on  the  part  of  Simms  &  Haller  to  Schwarts,  applied  towards 
the  payment  of  the  debt  which  Schwartz  owed  to  him. 

During  the  sixty  days  that  the  new  note  had  to  run  Simms 
&  Haller  became  indebted  to  Schwartz  in  the  sum  of  $1,500, 
for  merchandise  which  they  had  received  from  him,  and  by  the 
prior  understanding  alike  of  the  plaintiff,  Schwartz,  and  Simms 
&  Haller,  they  applied  the  sum  of  $1,500  toward  the  payment 
of  their  note,  which  the  plaintiff  had  got  discounted  in  the 
Bull's  Head  Bank,  and  which  they  took  up  with  the  aid  of  the 
plaintiff's  check  for  $530.  The  very  substantial  consideration 
which  the  plaintiff  derived  was,  that  he  had  a  note  made  by 
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Simms  &  Haller,  through  the  inBtrumentality  of  which  he  di- 
rected a  debt  of  $1,500  which  otherwise  might  have  been  paid 
to  Schwartz,  towards  the  payment  of  the  debt  which  Schwartz 
owed  him.  This  was  the  very  object  for  which  this  note  was 
made.  There  was  nothing,  then  due  by  Simms  &  Haller  to 
Schwartz,  but  they  were  dealing  with  him,  and  a  subsequently 
accruing  indebtedness  was  anticipated,  in  view  of  which  they 
■were  willing  to  give  their  note  for  the  plaintiff's  benefit,  with 
the  understanding  that  any  indebtedness  which  might  arise 
during  the  time  it  had  to  run  might  be  applied  by  them  to  the 
taking  up  of  the  note,  or,  if  there  were  none,  that  the  plaintiff 
should  take  it  up  himself,  or  make  up  the  deficiency,  which  he 
did. 

The  plaintiff  meant  to  wait,  and  did  wait,  until  that  note  be- 
came due,  that  he  might  have  the  benefit  of  the  accruing  in- 
debtedness. The  effect  necessarily  was  to  extend  the  time. 
There  was  an  ample  consideration  for  his  doing  so,  and,  when 
he  did,  he  discharged  the  defendant  from  his  liability  as  iudorser. 

The  judgment  should  be  reversed. 

Judgment  reversed. 


The   Passaio   Manufaotukino   Company  v.  William  Hoff- 
man et  al. 

Where  acontaract  is  for  an  article  coming  under  the  general  denomination  of 
"goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,"  and  it  is  made  with  one  who  manufactures  and 
sells  that  kind  of  commodity  to  aU  who  traffic  in  it,  the  quantity  required  and 
the  price  being  agreed  upon,  it  is  a  eorUraet  of  sale  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute  of  frauds,  and  it  is  unimportant  whether  the  manufacturer  and  vendor 
has,  when  the  order  for  the  article  is  given,  the  requisite  quantity  on  hand  or 
has  to  dianufactore  it  afterwards. 

If,  however,  what  is  dearly  contemplated  by  the  contract  is  the  skill,  labor,  care, 
or  knowledge  of  the  one  who  fabricates  the  article,  or  if  it  would  not  have  been 
produced,  if  the  order  had  not  been  given  for  it,  or  if,  when  produced,  it  is  un- 
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fitted  for  sale  as  a  general  article  of  merchandise,  bdng  adapted  only  for  nse 
by  the  person  ordering  it,  then  the  contract  is  one  for  work  and  labor,  and  is 
not  within  the  statute  of  frauds. 

If  an  order  is  given  to  a  manofacturer  for  a  certain  quantity,  at  a  certun  price,  of 
an  article  which  he  is  habitually  manufacturing  and  keeps  on  hand  to  supply 
orders,  it  is,  in  general  terms,  to  be  regarded  as  a  contract  of  sale,  and  should 
be  in  writing  to  make  it  binding.  But  if,  with  the  knowledge  that  the  manufac- 
turer is  not  supplied  with  the  article  ready  made,  the  party  orders  a  certain 
quantity  to  be  manufactnred  at  a  certain  price,  then  it  is  an  agreement  for  the 
production  of  the  article,  and  not  for  the  sale  of  it  after  it  is  produced. 

The  meaning  of  the  words  "goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,"  and  "  cbatteU,"  in 
the  statute  of  frauds,  considered. 

The  plaintiffs  agreed  to  manufacture  and  deliver  fifty  warps  to  the  defendants  at  a 
fixed  price,  and)  it  appeared  upon  the  trial,  (1)  that  the  articles  were  of  a  pecu- 
liar kind ;  (2)  the  number  contracted  for  was  to  be  produced  and  delivered  as 
the  defendants  wanted  them ;  (8)  they  were  all  manufactured  after  the  order 
for  them  was  received ;  (4)  the  agreement  contemplated  that  the  articles  were 
to  be  of  the  plaintiffis'  manufacture.  Held,  not  a  contract  of  sale  required  to  be 
in  writing,  within  the  statute  of  frauds. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  the  memorandum  in  writing  of  the  contract,  under  the 
statute  of  frauds,  should  be  comprised  in  one  paper.  It  may  be  embraced  in 
several,  but  they  must  \)e  connected  with,  and  refer  to,  each  other,  and  the  mu- 
tual relations  of  the  writings  must  appear  upon  their  lace,  and  cannot  be  estab- 
lished by  parol  evidence. 

The  defendants  proposed,  by  letter,  that  the  plaintiffs  shonid  accept  an  order  for 
fifty  "  warps,"  at  a  certain  price,  and  the  acceptance  of  the  order  was  by  letter,, 
but  the  contents  of  this  letter,  as  weU  as  the  fact  that  it  was  mailed  to  the  de- 
fendants, was  established  by  parol  evidence,  no  exception  being  taken  to  the 
evidence.    It  teemt  that  this  was  sufScient  proof  of  an  acceptance  in  writing. 

It  appearing,  however,  that  twelve  of  the  "  warps  "  had  afterwards  been  delivered 
to,  and  accepted  by,  the  defendants,  held,  that  there  was  a  sufficient  part  deliv- 
ery to  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statutei 

Upon  the  refusal  of  the  defendants  to  accept  the  residue  of  the  goods,  the  plain- 
tiffis  had  a  right  to  sell  them  at  auction  and  hold  the  defendants  responsible  for 
the  deficiency. 

Appeal  by  the  defendants  from  a  judgment  entered  upon 
the  report  of  a  referee. 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  the  difference  between 
the  contract  price  of  thirty-eight  "  warps,"  and  the  price  real- 
ized at  an  auction  sale  of  the  goods,  upon  the  defendant's  failure 
to  receive  them  under  the  alleged  contract.    The  defendants 
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by  their  answer  denied  the  allegations  of  the  complaint,  and 
alleged  that  the  contract  was  null  and  void  under  the  statute 
of  frauds.  The  action  was  referred  to  Livingston  K.  Miller, 
Esq.,  and  upon  the  trial  it  appeared  that  the  plaintiffs  were 
manufacturers  of  cotton  duck  and  yams,  that  on  the  26th 
March,  1867,  they  received  from  the  defendants  the  following 
letter : 

"  You  may  fill  an  order  and  repeated  orders  for  us,  if  you 
can  do  so,  on  the  terms  on  which  all  the  warps  have  been  fur- 
nished (and  now  furnished)  for  us  past  three  years,  and  at  low- 
est market  price.  For  all  the  warps  we  purchase  in  one  month, 
if  you  will  allow  us  to  pay  the  amount  of  that  month's  state- 
ment at  the  end  of  the  following  month,  we  will  purchase  of 
you,  and  you  will  find,  as  all  others  do,  that  we  pay  promptly. 
We  want  No.  30  warps,  and  the  600  yards  to  weigh  4:01b8.  Will 
you  please  answer  us  here,  and  inform  our  Mr.  Wilson  at  the 
mill  if  you  wish  to  serve  us  ?" 

To  which  the  president  of  the  plaintiffs  answered  by  mail  as 
follows : 

"  I  will  make  you  100  warps  No.  80,  averaging  401bs.  each, 
at  70  cents  per  lb.,  on  the  terms  of  payment  you  propose,  viz. : 
cash  at  the  end  of  the  month  following  the  month  of  delivery. 
This  price  is  as  low  as  I  have  heard  of  them  having  been  sold 
for,  and  I  suppose  will  be  satisfactory." 

The  defendants,  on  the  27th  of  March,  replied  as  follows : 

"  Dear  Sir:  Shall  have  word  from  our  man  to-morrow  as 
to  our  present  and  immediate  wants.  Meantime,  we  wish  you 
to  accept  an  order  for  50  warps  instead  of  100,  at  the  price  70 
cents,  and  if  cotton  (the  moment  this  order  is  filled)  is  no 
lower  beyond  question,  you  will  have  our  order  for  the  50 
more,  making  one  100.  Please  answer  you  will  start  so. 
Finding  your  warps  uniform,  we  shall  be  faithful  to  you  and 
serve." 

The  president  of  the  plaintiffs  wrote  on  the  28th  or  29th  of 
March,  1867,  accepting  the  order  for  50  warps,  at  70  cents, 
without  imposing  any  conditions,  and  directed  the  superintend- 
ent to  notify  Wilson,  the  defendants'  agent,  of  the  order  re- 
ceived. The  plaintiffs  made  12  warps,  and  delivered  them  to 
VOL.  in.— 82 
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the  defendants,  and  received  the  contract  price  therefor,  and  on 
the  30th  April,  1867,  they  notified  the  defendants  that  the  rest 
of  their  order  of  50  warps  (38)  were  finished,  and  that  they 
would  send  them  to  defendants'  factory.  To  this  the  defendants 
replied  as  follows : 

"  Oents :  We  beg  leave  to  say  that  we  accept  no  warps 
which  you  may  have  made  without  orders  and  contrary  to  any 
statement  of  ours.  When  we  want  warps,  we  order  them  or 
send  for  them,  and  when  we  don't  order  them,  and  when  the 
jnice  of  cotton^  upon  which  any  order  was  based  as  a  price,  is 
BO  much  lowered,  the  case  is  altered,  and,  too,  the  manufacture 
of  nets,  for  the  present,  has  long  since  ceased  with  usj  "Warps, 
concerning  which  you  are  so  anxious  to  sell,  were  not  made  for 
us  any  more  than  for  any  other  manufacturer,  and  we  have 
authorized  no  manufacturer  to  pile  up  warps  for  us,  but  that  as 
we  wanted  them  we  would  order." 

The  letters  of  each  party  were  signed  by  them.  Upon  the 
19th  of  June,  1867,  the  plaintiffs  sent  a  written  notice  to  the 
defendants  that  the  38  warps  would  be  sold  atauction  on  the 
21st  day  of  the  same  month,  at  a  designated  glace  and  hour. 
The  auction  sale  was  advertised  for  four  days  in  two  newspapers. 
Upon  the  sale  the  warps  brought  only  43  cents  per  pound,  or 
$446.61  less  than  the  contract  price,  to  recover  which  the  plain- 
tiffs brought  this  action. 

It  was  shown  on  the  trial  that  the  plaintiffs  were  in  the  habit 
of  manufacturing  that  kind  of  **'  warps,"  but  seldom  kept  them 
on  hand ;  that  there  was  no  market  price  for  such  vrarps  at  the 
time  of  the  auction  sale,  they  not  being  standard  articles  and  a 
kind  of  goods  not  generally  sold  at  auction.  The  plaintiffi 
had  an  order  for  such  goods  about  a  week  before  the  sale,  but 
they  did  not  fill  it  with  the  "  warps  "  made  for  the  defendants, 
although  they  could  have  done  so  at  50  cents  a  pound,  because 
they  wanted  the  goods  sent  to  the  auctioneer  to  fix  a  price  upon 
them,  and  find  out  how  much  their  claim  on  the  defendants 
would  be.  It  was  also  shown  that  the  goods  were  worth  60 
cents  per  pounds  on  the  day  of  the  auction  sale. 

The  referee  reported  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  cause 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW  YOEK— MAY,  1871.  499 

The  Passaic  MaDafactturiiig  Company  y.  Hoffman. 

having  been  sent  back  to  the  referee,  by  the  Court,  to  report 
upon  certain  questions  of  fact,  he  further  reported  as  follows : 

I.  That  the  class  of  goods  referred  to  in  the  pleadings  here- 
in are  usually  sold  at  private  sale,  and  not  at  auction. 

II.  That  the  plaintiffs  were,  at  the  times  mentioned  in  the 
complaint,  manufacturing  and  selling  the  class  of  goods  referred 
to,  to  other  parties,  and  could  have  sold  the  goods  in  question, 
at  private  sale,  for  a  higher  price  than  they  realized  at  auction ; 
but,  in  the  view  I  have  taken  of  the  case,  I  cannot  find  that 
«aid  goods  were  therefore  sold  at  a  useless  sacrifice. 

III.  I  do  not  find  in  the  evidence  anything  to  justify  me  in 
holding  that  the  plaintifis  acted  in  bad  faith  in  selling  such 
goods  at  auction. 

From  the  judgment  entered  on  the  report,  the  defendants 
appealed  to  the  general  term. 

Jacob  F.  MiUer^  for  appellants. 

I.  The  alleged  contract  was  void  under  the  statute  of  frauds. 
(1.)  There  was  no  memorandum  in  writing  subscribed  by  the 
parties  to  be  charged  thereby.  {Dykers  v.  Townaend^  24  N. 
T.,  67;  Brabvn  v.  Hyde,  32  K  T.,  519.)  (2.)  There  was  no 
part  payment.  According  to  the  plaintiffs'  demand  they  were 
not  to  receive  their  pay  until  a  month  after  the  delivery  of  the 
goods.  (3,)  Nor  was  there  a  delivery  of  a  part  of  the  goods  at 
the  time  of  making  the  ajjleged  contract.  When  Mr.  Wilson 
received  the  twelve  warps  he  knew  nothing  of  the  terms  of  any 
contract,  but  received  these  warps  some  time  subsequent  to  the 
making  of  the  alleged  contract.  There  is  no  pretence  that 
there  was  any  conversation  or  correspondence  connecting  the 
receipt  of  the  goods  with  any  previous  conversation  or  corres- 
pondence. Hence  the  case  of  Bieaell  v,  Balcom  (39  N".  Y., 
275),  does  not  apply.  (4.)  If  the  contract  was  void  the  volun- 
tary performance  of  a  part  would  not  render  it  obligatory  on 
the  defendants  to  perform  the  rest.  {Baldwin  v.  Palmer^  10 
•N.  Y.,  232.) 

n.  If  the  first  letter  of  the  defendants  was  ambiguous  or 
did  not  express  their  original  intention,  it  was  explained  by 
their  last  letter.    This  letter  was  not  answered  by  the  plaintiffs. 
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By  their  silence  admitted  the  defendants'  construction  of  their 
previous  correspondence  to  be  correct,  and  by  it  a  modification 
of  the  alleged  contract  was  effected.  Qui  tacet  consentire  vide- 
tur.    {Maetier  v.  Frith^  6  Wend.  119.) 

III.  The  alleged  contract  cannot  be  sustained  as  an  order 
for  goods  to  be  manufactured,  and  therefore  a  contract  for 
work  and  labor  and  not  a  sale  of  goods,  so  as  to  avoid  the 
statute  of  frauds,  for  these  were  a  class  of  goods  kept  on  hand 
or  manufactured  for  customers  generally.  The  alleged  con- 
tract was  within  the  statute.  (Browne  on  Frauds,  §§  303,  307, 
308, 30Sa ;  WUks  v.  Atkinson,  6  Taunt.  11 ;  Oarlutt  v.  Waison, 
5  Bam.  &  Aid.  613  ;  Mixer  v.  Howarth,  21  Pick.  207 ;  Lambs 
V.  CrqftSy  12  Met.  356 ;  Atwater  v.  Hough,  29  Conn.  508 ; 
Oardner  v.  Joy,  9  Met.  177 ;  Downs  v.  Boss,  23  Wend.  270, 
273 ;  Smith  v.  N.  T.  Central  JR.  JR.  Co.,  4  Keyes,  200.) 

IV.  But  if  there  was  a  valid  contract  between  the  parties, 
it  was  broken  on  the  second  day  of  May,  1867.  The  measure 
of  damages  then  is  the  difference  between  the  contract  price 
and  the  market  price  of  the  goods  at  that  time.  No  evidence 
was  given  by  the  plaintiffs  touching  the  price  of  such  goods,  at 
or  about  that  date,  and  therefore  no  damages  are  shown. 
{Masterton  v.  Brooklyn,  7  Hill,  62,  71,  76;  Bein  v.  Wolf,  1 
E.  D.  Smith,  73 ;  Huntington  v.  0.  <&L  C  B.  B.  Co.,  33  How. 
Pr.  419 ;  Dana  v.  Fiedler,  12  N.  Y.  48;  Shannon  v.  ComstocJcy 
21  Wend.  457 ;  WUson  v.  Marti/n,  1  Denio,  602 ;  Speficer  v. 
Halstead,  id.  606;  Clark  v.  Marsiilia,  id.  317  ;  JDurkeas  v. 
JMott,  8  Barb.  423 ;  Costigan  v.  Mohawk  B.  B.  Co.y  2  Denio, 
610 ;  Htckscher  v.  McCrea,  24  Wend.  304.) 

V.  The  plaintiffs  might  have  sold  at  private  sale  the  warps 
for  nearly,  if  not  quite  all  the  alleged  contract  price,  but  they 
neglected  to  do  so.  They  waited  a  month  and  a  half  after 
they  knew  the  defendants  would  not  take  the  goods  before 
they  sold  them,  during  all  which  time  such  goods  were  on  the 
decline.  They  did  not  take  ordinary  care  in  the  sale  of  the 
goods;  such  care  as  prudent  persons  take  of  their  own  affaire.^ 
The  plaintiffs  never  sold  any  of  their  own  goods  in  this  way. 
Crooks  V.  Moore,  1  Sand.  297,  303;  PoUen  v.  Le  Boy,  10 
Bosw.  38;   30  K  Y.  557;   Lewis  v.  Greider,  49  Barb.  638, 
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«39 ;  Hamilton  v.  McPJierson^  28  N.  Y.  76 ;  Buck  v.  Bwh^ 
18  N.  Y.  342.) 

VI.  The  plaiDtiffs  should  have  called  upon  the  defendants 
to  take  the  warps,  or  in  default  thereof,  signified  their  intention 
to  sell  them  on  acconnt  of  the  defendants,  giving  them  notice 
of  the  time  and  place  of  sale.  The  only  evidence  of  the  in- 
tention to  sell  was  a  letter,  but  there  is  no  evidence  that  this 
was  ever  served  on  defendants.  The  notice  in  the  newspapers 
was  published  only  four  days.  {McEaoh/ron  v.  HamUes,  34 
Barb.  301.) 

Merchant  <&  EUiott  and  B.  0.  ElMoU^  for  respondents. 

I.  The  letters  of  the  parties  established  a  valid  contract  be- 
tween the  parties,  by  which  the  plaintiffs  were  to  manufacture 
and  furnish  to  the  defendants  forty  warps  of  a  certain  number 
And  weight,  at  seventy  cents  per  pound,  and  the  defendants 
agreed  to  receive  the  warps  and  pay  therefor  seventy  cents  per 
pound.  (I.)  This  contract  is  not  within  the  Statute  of  Frauds 
relating  to  the  sale  of  goods.  (2.)  It  was  not  a  contract  for  the 
sale  of  goods,  but  to  manufacture  and  furnish  of  a  certain 
character  and  description  not  in  existence  when  the  contract 
was  made ;  in  other  words,  a  contract  for  work,  labor,  and  ma- 
terials, which  has  been  uniformly  held  in  this  State  not  to  be 
within  the  statute.  {Croohshcmks  v.  BurreU^  18  Johns.  67 ; 
S&voaU  v.  Fitch^  8  Ooii.  215 ;  Donovan  v.  WiUson,  26  Barb.  138 ; 
Parker  v.  Schenck,  28  Barb.  38  ;  Bobertson  v.  Vaughn^  5  Sandf. 
1 ;  Parsons  v.  I/mcks^  4  Eobt.  216 ;  Mead  v.  Case^  33  Barb. 
202.) 

II,  This  contract,  even  if  we  concede  it  to  be  for  the  sale  of 
goods  within  the  statute,  is  not  void  under  the  Statute  of  Frauds. 
(1.)  Because  it  was  subscribed  by  both  parties  in  the  true  sense 
of  the  statute ;  it  consisted  of  the  letters  on  each  side,  those  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  being  subscribed  by  plaintiffs,  and  those 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants  by  them.  (2.)  Because  a  portion 
of  the  warps,  to  wit,  twelve  of  them,  v^re  delivered  to,  and 
accepted  and  received  by  the  defendants  under  the  said  contract. 
{McKnight  v.  Dunlop^  5  N.  Y.  R.  537  ;  Gray  v.  Payne^  16 
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Barb.  277 ;  Sprague  v.  Blake^  20  Wend.  61 ;  Sale  v.  Darragh^ 
2  Hilton,  184.)  (3.)  Because  the  defendants  paid  a  portion  of 
the  purchase  money,  to  wit,  for  the  said  twelve  warps  de- 
livered. 

in.  The  plaintiffs  did  all  that  was  requisite  under  the  con- 
tract to  entitle  them  to  recover.  (1.)  They  manufactured  the 
goods  pursuant  to  the  contract,  and  delivered  a  part  of  them, 
which  were  received  and  paid  for  by  the  defendants,  and  they 
requested  the  defendants  to  receive  the  balance,  which  the  de- 
fendants refused.  (  Yawped  v.  Woodward^  2  Sandf.  Ch.  143 ; 
Bunge  v.  Eoop^  5  Robt.  1 ;  Wheeler  v.  Ga/rsiay  5  Eobt.  280.) 
(2.)  Although  after  such  refusal,  the  plaintiffs  were  not  required 
to  make  a  tender  of  the  balance  of  the  warps  38,  yet  they  did 
so.  The  defendants  having  refused  to  recive  the  balance  of  the 
warps,  and  pay  for  them  pursuant  to  the  contract,  the  plaintiff 
had  the  right  to  resell  them,  and  to  charge  the  defendants  with 
the  deficiency.  (Long  on  Sales  (Rand's  Ed.),  239,  241,  449 ; 
McLean  v.  JDunn,  4  Bing.  722  ;  Sands  v.  Taylor,  5  Johns.  395  i 
JBunter  v.  Talbot,  3  Sraedes  &  Marsh,  754 ;  Dixon  v.  TaieSj  5 
B.  &  Ad.  313 ;  Bavoley  v.  Bigdow,  12  Pick.  807 ;  Crooks  v. 
Moore,  1  Sandf.  297;  Bemmt  v.  Smith,  15  Wend.  497; 
Pollen  V.  Le  Roy,  30  N.  Y.  549 ;  Lewis  v.  Oreider,  49  Barb. 
638.) 

IV.  The  mode  of  sale  adopted  by  the  plaintiffs  was  in  aU 
respects  proper.  It  was  by  auction,  and  the  defendants  were 
duly  notified.  In  addition  to  this,  the  sale  was  advertised  in 
two  newspapers.  The  plaintiffs  acted  in  perfect  good  faith,  and 
in  advertising  and  notifying  the  defendants,  they  did  more  than 
the  law  required  them  to  do.  The  referee  finds  that  the  plain- 
i\S&  acted  in  good  faith. 

By  the  Coubt.* — ^Daly,  Chief  Justice. — ^The  first  question, 
and  indeed  the  main  one  in  this  case,  is  whether  the  contract 
upon  which  the  action  was  brought,  was  void  by  the  Statute  of 
Frauds.  It  involves  these  inquiries,  (1.)  whether  the  contract 
was  one  within  the  statute  ;  (2.)  if  it  was,  whether  there  was  a 

•  Present— Daly,  Ch.  J,,  Van  Brunt  and  Loew,  J  J. 
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sufficient  note  or  memorandum  in  writing,  and  (3.)  whether 
there  was  that  partial  delivery  and  acceptance  of  a  portion  of 
the  goods  which  the  statute  requires. 

What  the  statute  has  in  terras  declared  void  is,  every  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  goods,  chattels  or  things  in  action,  for  the 
price  of  fifty  dollars  or  more,  unless  there  has  been  a  partial 
delivery  and  acceptance,  or  a  payment  of  some  part  of  the 
purchase  money,  or  a  memorandum  in  writing  subscribed  by 
the  parties; — ^but  simple  as  this  enactment  is,  the  greatest 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  determining,  in  many  cases, 
whait  is  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods  and  chattels,  within 
the  meaning  of  this  provision.  At  an  early  period,  a  distinc- 
tion was  made  between  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  an  article, 
and  one  for  the  fabrication  or  manufacture  of  it ;  the  latter, 
in  general  terms,  being  regarded,  as  a  contract  for  work  and 
labor,  and  not  a  contract  of  sale,  though  the  article  when 
manufactured  and  ready  for  delivery  would,  as  a  personal 
chattel,  come  under  the  denomination  of  goods,  wares,  or^ 
merchandise. 

Thus  where  a  'party  contracts  for  the  production  of  some- 
thing, in  which  the  skill  and  labor  of  the  person  who  fabri- 
cated it,  is  combined  with  the  material  which  he  employs,  as 
in  the  production  of  a  statue  or  of  a  painting,  in  which  the 
material  is  comparatively  unimportant,  and  the  skill  and  labor  I 
is  the  chief  ingredient,  it  was  regarded  as  a  contract  for  work; 
and  labor,  and  not  for  the  sale  of  the  painting  or  the  statue, 
even  though  the  price  to  be  paid  had  been  previously  agreed 
upon. 

In  the  case  here  put  by  way  of  illustration  the  distinction 
is  obvious ;  but  there  are  many  contracts  in  which  work  or 
labor  has  to  be  performed  after  the  contract  is  entered  into, 
which  are,  in  their  inception,  contracts  for  sale  and  do  not  lose 
that  character,  because  work  and  labor  have  to  be  executed  to 
perform  them.  "Work  and  labor  may  be  necessary  in  the  de- 
livery of  the  thing  sold,  or  in  putting  it  in  a  condition  for 
delivery^  which  is  very  different  from  work  and  labor  bestowed 
in  the  creation  or  production  of  the  article  contracted  for.  But 
even  in  the  latter  case,  the  contract  may  be  in  its  nature,  one 
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of  sale.  It  is  a  matter  of  every  day  occurrence  that  contracts 
are  made  for  the  purchase,  at  a  fixed  price,  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  goods  from  those  who  manufacture  them  for  the  general 
purpose  of  sale  as  an  article  of  traflSc,  which  the  manufacturer 
is  not  able  at  the  time  to  supply,  but  which  he  undertakes  to 
furnish  by  a  given  time,  or  as  soon  as  that  quantity  can  be 
manufactured ;  which  have  been  regarded  as  essentially  con- 
tracts of  sale  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  and  as  fully 
within  the  mischief  which  it  was  intended  to  guard  against,  as 
if  the  article  had  existed  in  sblido  when  the  contract  waa 
made  for  the  sale  of  it.  But  where  the  contract  is  for  the 
production  of  an  article  of  a  peculiar  kind,  or  it  is  the  skill, 
labor,  care  or  knowledge  of  the  person  or  manufacturer  who 
i  is  to  produce  it,  which  is  relied  upon,  then,  it  is  the  manufac- 
turing, which  is  the  chief  ingredient,  and  which,  in  this  country 
at  least,  is  regarded  as  making  it  a  contract  for  work  and 
labor,  and  not  one  for  the  sale  of  the  article. 

It  is,  however,  sometimes  very  difficult  to  determine  w^hether 
the  contract  is  simply  for  the  product  itself,  as  an  article  of 
trade,  or  for  the  peculiar  skill,  care  or  knowledge  which  is  to 
be  bestowed  in  the  production  of  it.  The  case  now  before  us 
is  one  that  involves  that  inquiry,  and  as  there  has  been  con- 
siderable conflict  in  the  authorities  as  to  what  is  or  is  not  a 
contract  of  sale  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  present  state  of  the  law,  and  amid 
the  conflict  of  adjudged  cases,  ascertain  the  rules  that  now 
govern  in  the  interpretation  of  the  statute. 

It  may  be  stated  as  the  result  of  several  well  considered 
cases  that  where  the  contract  is  for  an  article  coming  under 
the  general  denomination  of  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  and 
it  is  made  with  one  who  manufactures  and  sells  that  kind  of 
commodity  to  all  who  traffic  in  it,  the  quantity  required,  and 
the  price  being  agreed  upon,  it  is  a  contract  of  sale,  and  that  it 
in  no  way  aflfects  the  character  of  the  contract  in  such  a  case, 
whether  the  manufacturer  and  vendor  has,  when  the  order  is 
given,  the  requisite  quantity  on  hand  or  has  to  manufacture  it 
afterwards.  {Gardner  v.  Joy^  9  Met.  179 ;  Laml  v.  Crofts^  12 
id,  356 ;  Atwater  v.  Howe^  29  Conn.   508 ;  Eichelberger  v. 
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MoCauleyj  5  Har.  &  Johns.  213 ;  Cason  v,  Chedy^  6  Geo.  514 ; 
Oa/rJmt  v.  Watson^  5  Bam.  &  Aid.  613 ;  Smith  v.  Surnam^  9 
Barn.  &  Ores.  561 ;  WatU  v.  Friend,  10  id.  446 \,Wilk8  v.  At- 
kmaon,  6  Taunt.  11 ;  Jackson  v.  Covert,  5  Wend.  140  ;  Smith  v. 
i\r.  y.  Central  Railroad  Co.,  4  Keyes,  180.) 

But  if  what  is  clearly  contemplated  by  the  agreement  is  the 
skill,  labor,  care  or  knowledge  of  the  one  who  fabricates  the 
artide  or  commodity,  or  if  it  would  not  have  been  produced  if 
the  order  had  not  been  given  for  it,  or,  if  when  produced,  it  is 
unfitted  for  sale  as  a  general  article  of  merchandise,  being 
adapted  only  for  use  by  the  person  ordering  it; — then  the  con- 
tract is  one  for  work  and  labor,  and  is  not  within  the  statute. 
(Spencer  v.  Cone,  1  Met.  283 ;  Miooer  v.  Sowarth,  21  Pick. 
207 ;  Right  v.  Ripley,  19  Maine,  139 ;  Cumminge  v.  Deun/ct, 
86  id.  401 ;  AUen  v.  Jarvis,  20  Conn.  38 ;  Gaaon  v.  Chedy,  6 
Geo.  554 ;  Crooksha/aka  v.  BurrUl,  18  Johns.  59 ;  Cartright  v. 
Stewart,  19  Barb.  455 ;  Parker  v.  Schench,  28  id,  38 ;  Mead  v. 
Case,  33  id.  202 ;  Clay  v.  Ta^,  1  Hurl.  &  Norm.  73.) 

The  distinctions  here  presented  are  tests  to  determine 
whether  a  contract  is  or  is  not  within  this  provision  of  the 
statute,  though  founded,  as  I  have  said,  upon  the  authority  of 
well  considered  cases,  have  not  been  very  closely  adhered  to 
in  this  State,  there  being  several  decisions  in  our  reports  in 
which  contracts  have  been  upheld  as  contract  for  work  and 
labor,  not  upon  the  ground  that  what  was  contemplated  was 
the  skill  and  labor  of  the  one  who  was  to  furnish  the  article, 
but  because  the  article  was  not  in  aolido  when  the  contract  was 
entered  into,  but  was  to  be  made  afterwards,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  from  the  raw  material.  Thus,  in  SeweU  v.  Fitch, 
(8  Cow.  215,)  an  order  was  given  to  the  plaintiff's  agent  for 
300  casks  of  *  Thames  cut  nails '  at  5^  cents  per  pound,  and  the 
agent  having  stated,  when  the  order  was  received,  that  the 
plaintiffs  had  not  that  quantity  on  hand,  but  that  it  could  soon 
be  made  and  obtained  from  the  plaintiff's  manufactory,  in 
Norwich,  Connecticut,  it  was  held  not  to  be  a  contract  for  sale, 
but  for  work  and  labor. 

The  contract  in  this  case  of  SeweU  v^  Fitch  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  sustained  upon  the  ground  that  '  Thames  cut  nails ' 
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was  an  article  of  a  peculiar  kind  which  the  plaintifb  manDfac- 
tured,  or  one,  the  distinctive  quality,  or  especial  excellence  of 
which  may  have  been  owing  to  the  skill,  ingenuity  or  experi- 
ence of  the  plaintiffs  as  manufacturers ;  but  this  was  not  the 
reason  given  by  the  court,  nor  so  far  as  indicated  by  the  report, 
was  there  anything  in  the  case  except  the  specific  name, 
^^  Thames  cut  nails,"  to  distinguish  this  particular  article  from 
nails  in  general. 

S^weU  V.  Fitch  was  followed  in  the  still  more  doubtful 

case  of  Downs  v.  Eosa^  (23  Wend.  270,)  Bronson,  J.,  dissenting, 

in  which  a  contract  for  a  certain  number  of  bushels  of  wheat 

f       «^    at  ten  shillings  per  bushel,  was  upheld  upon  the  ground  that  a 

*   \jg"   part  of  it  was  then  unthrashed,  which  the  vendor  agreed  to 

r  \       get  ready,  as  well  as  to  give  the  whole  of  it  a  second  cleaning, 

uJt^     ^    and  deliver  the  entire  quantity  by  a  specified  day — ^a  case, 

'  y  a   however,  which  must  now  be  regarded  as  repudiated  since  the 

r*  ^y      recent  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Smith  v.  The  If.  Y. 

'-' »  jj ^        Central  JR.JS,  Co.  (4  Keyes,  199,)  in  which  a  contract  for  a 

V         ">  quantity  of  wood,  at  a  certain  price  per  cord,  which  was  there- 

j^  after  to  be  cut  from  standing  trees,  measured  into  cords,  and 

^V  delivered  at  a  railroad  station,  was  held  to  be  a  contract  of 

sale  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  and  not  one  for  work 

and  labor.  ^^    . 

The  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  SimdXy.  Mich,  though 
regarded  as  erroneous,  was  followed  by  the  Superior  Court  of 
this  city  in  an  analogous  case,  -Robertson  v.  Vaughan  (5  Sandf. 
•  1).  The  court  adhered  to  it  simply  because  it  had  been  deci- 
ded for  many  years,  and  had  doubtless  been  followed  in  numer- 
ous instances  by  inferior  tribimals  in  the  State,  and,  under  these 
circumstance,  it  was  thought  better  that  the  error  involved  in 
the  decision  should  be  left  to  be  corrected  by  the  court  of  last 
resort.  It  was  also  followed  in  Donovan  v.  Wilson  (26  Barb. 
138),  the  same  reason  being  assigned,  that  the  error  should  be 
corrected  by  the  Court  of  Appeals.  These  reasons  are  now  no 
longer  of  any  weight,  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
Smith  V.  N.  Y.  Central  R,  R.  Co.  {supra)j  being  directly  in 
conflict  with  the  construction  put  upon  the  statute  in  SewaU  v. 
Fitch. 
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A  brief  review  of  a  few  cases  will  suflSee  to  illustrate  the 
construction  given  to  the  statute.  Thus  the  early  and  much 
discussed  case  of  Tofiime  v.  Osborne  (1  Strange,  506) — the  re- 
port of  which  simply  states  that  the  defendant  bespoke  a 
chariot,  and,  when  it  was  made^  refused  to  take  it — has  been 
upheld,  upon  the  ground  that  the  chariot  which  was  ordered  to 
be  made  would  never,  but  for  that  order,  have  had  any  exist- 
ence {per  Abbott,  C.  J.,  in  Watson  v.  Garhutty  5  Bam.  &  Aid. 
613),  which  Woodruff,  J.,  considered  an  extreme  case  that 
ought  not  to  be  carried  any  further  {Smith  v.  Jf.  Y.  Central 
i?.  a.  Co.y  supra) ;  but  in  Mixer  v.  Sowarth  (21  Pick.  207), 
where  all  that  was  done  by  the  defendant  was  to  select  the 
lining  which  was  put  upon  the  carriage,  it  was  held  not  to  be  a 
contract  for  the  sale  of  the  carriage  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute.  An  analogous  case  to  both  of  these  was  Crookshanh 
V.  BurriU  (18  Johns.  58),  in  which  the  plaintiff  contracted  to 
make  the  wood  work  of  a  wagon,  for  which  the  defendant  was 
to  pay  in  lambs  at  a  certain  price  per  head,  which  was  held  not 
to  be  within  the  statute.  In  Parker  v.  Schenck  (28  Barb.  38), 
the  defendant  directed  a  pump  to  be  manufactured  in  a  pecu- 
liar way,  so  as  to  adapt  it  to  a  use  to  which  he  meant  to  apply 
it ;  which  was  deemed  sufficient  to  make  it  a  contract  for  work 
and  labor.  In  Pa/rsons  v.  Zcmok  (4  Robt.  216),  the  agreement 
was  for  the  manufacture  thereafter  of  ten  tons  of  paper,  at  a 
specified  price  per  pound,  the  paper  to  be  of  a  particular  de- 
scription, and  of  such  sizes  and  weights  as  the  defendant  should 
thereafter  direct  by  letter ;  which  was  also  held  to  be  a  contract 
for  work  and  labor.  Analagous  to  this  was  the  case  of  Sight 
V.  Hipley  (19  Maine,  139),  where  the  plaintiff  was  to  furnish  a 
quantity  of  malleable  hoe  shanks  according  to  patterns  left  with 
him,  in  which  a  like  decision  was  rendered.  In  Mead  v.  Case 
33  Barb.  202),  the  defendant  selected  a  marble  monument,  con- 
sisting of  several  parts,  which  were  put  together,  and  stood  in 
the  plaintiff's  yard  or  shop.  By  the  defendant's  instruction,  it 
was  polished  and  an  inscription  cut  upon  it,  embracing  the 
names  of  the  defendant's  deceased  father,  mother,  and  sister, 
that  it  might  be  put  as  a  memorial  over  their  place  of  burial. 
This  was  held  not  to  be  within  the  statute.    £•  Darwin  Smithy 


Digitized  by 


Googh 


^  COUKT  OP  COMMON  PLEAS. 

The  Passaic  Manafactaring  Company  r.  Hoffman. 

J.,  dissented  in  an  elaborate  opinion,  bnt  the  decision  was  clearly 
correct,  as  the  monument,  when  the  epitaph  or  inscription  which 
the  defendant  desired  was  cut  upon  it,  was  fit  only  for  use,  in 
that  state,  as  a  memorial  to  indicate  the  burial  place  of  his  rdar 
tive.  It  was  converted  into  a  thing  capable  of  being  used 
only  by  himself  or  by  his  connections,  and,  in  that  state,  was 
unavailable  to  the  plaintiff  for  sale  as  an  article  of  merchan- 
dise. 

To  illustrate  what  is  within  the  statute,  the  case  of  C7a«m  v. 
Chedy  (6  Geo.  664),  may  be  cited.  In  that  case,  the  agreement 
was  for  a  crop  of  cotton  to  be  delivered  as  soon  as  it  could  be 
gathered  and  prepared  for  market.  The  court  held  it  to  be  a 
contract  of  sale  and  not  of  work  and  labor,  for,  said  the  court, 
the  work  and  labor  would  have  been  bestowed  in  the  produc- 
tion of  the  article  if  the  contract  had  not  been  made ;  and  they 
distinguished  it  from  the  making  or  production  of  an  article 
iunsuited  to  the  general  market,  likening  it  to  the  case  of  the 
nnanufacture  of  goods  wherein  the  manufacturer  does  not  neoes- 
parily  lose  the  result  of  his  labor,  fpr  the  reason  that  if  the  pur- 
■chaser  does  not  take  the  goods,  others  will.  To  the  like  effect 
are  the  cases  of  Oarhut  v.  Watson  (1  Dow.  &  Ky.  219 ;  6  Bam. 
&  Aid.  613);  Smith  v,  Surman  (9  Bam.  &  Ores.  861);  WatU 
V.  Friend  (10  Id.  446);  Lamh  v.  a^fts  (12  Mat.  356);  With 
V.  AMnam  (6  Taunt,  11) ;  Smith  v.  If.  T.  Central  R.  R.  Co. 
(4  Keyes). 

In  Atwater  v.  Eough^  (29  Conn.  508),  it  was  held  that  a 
contract  for  one  hundred  sewing  machines,  part  of  which  was  not 
finished,  but  which  were  to  be  cotnpleted  and  delivered  in  the 
course*  of  the  summer,  was  a  contract  of  sale,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statute ;  and  the  same  construction  was  put  upon  the 
contract  in  Ga/rdner  v.  Joy^  (9  Met.  179),  in  which  the  defend- 
ant asked  the  plaintiff  his  price  for  candles,  and  the  plaintiff 
named  it ;  the  defendant  then  ordered  one  hundred  boxes,  upon 
which  the  plaintiff  replied,  that  the  candles  were  not  then 
manufactured,  but  that  he  would  manufacture  and  deliver 
them  in  the  course  of  the  summer,  and  this  was  held  not  to  be 
an  agreement  for  work  and  labor,  but  a  contract  of  sale.  It  is 
what  may  be  called  a  very  close  case,  as  well  as  the  one  that 
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precedes  it,  Atwater  v.  Hough^  {9vpra\  both  of  which,  how- 
ever, should  be  difitiDguished  by  the  fact  that  it  does  not  appear 
in  the  report  of  either  case,  that  it  was  amy  part  of  the  bargain 
that  the  vendor  should  manufacture  the  articles  contracted  for. 
(Browne  on  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  §307:   EichelbergeT  v. 
McCauLey^  6  Har.  &  Johns,  213.)    This  fact  was  especidly  re- 
lied upon  as  distinguishing  the  agreement  for  the  manufacture 
of  the  malleable  hoe  shanks  in  Higkt  v.  Ripley^  {8upra\ 
from   an    ordinary  contract  of    sale;    the  court    remarking 
that  in  contracts    like  the    one    before  them,  ^^the  person 
ordering    the  article  to  be  manufactured,  is  under  no  ob- 
ligation to  receive  as  good,  or  even  a  better,  and  of  the  like 
kind,  purchased  from  another  and  not  made  for  him.    It  is  the 
peculiar  labor  and  skill  of  the  other  party,  combined  with  the 
materials,  for  which  he  contracted,  and  to  which  he  is^en titled.'* 
And  in  a  later  case,  in  the  same  State,  {CktTivmings  v.  Dement^ 
26  Maine,  401),  the  distinction  is  laid  down  more  broadly  in 
these  words :  ^'  If  the  application  is  made  to  a  manufacturer  or 
mechanic  for  articles  in  his  line  of  business,  and  he  undertakes 
to  prepare  and  furnish  them  by  a  given  time,  such  a  contract, 
though  not  in  writing,  is  not  effected  by  the  statute,"  and 
Chief  Justice  Shaw,  by  whom  the  opinion  of  the  court  was  de- 
livered, in  Oardner  v.  Joy,  (suprc^^  in  a  later  case,  {Zamh  v. 
CrqftSy  12  Met.  866),  declared  the  distinction  to  be  as  follows : 
"Where  a  person  stipulates  for  the  future  sale  of  articles 
which  he  is  habitually  making,  and  which,  at  the  time,  are  no 
made  or  finished,  it  is  essentially  a  contract  of  sale,  and  not 
contract  for  work  and  labor ;  otherwise  where  the  article  ii 
TroiAe  pv/rsuant  to  the  ojgreementP    The  distinction  here  showp 
serves  to  explain  and  limit  the  previous  decision  of  the  same 
court  in  Oardner  v.  Joy^  (mpra) ;  but,  as  a  rule,  it  is  not  very 
clear,  or  very  satisfactory. 

It  may.  be  stated  as  a  conclusion  to  be  derived  from  these 
cases,  that  if  an  order  is  given  to  a  manufacturer  for  a  certain 
quantity,  at  a  certain  price,  of  an  article  which  he  is  habitually 
manufacturing  and  keeps  on  hand  to  supply  orders,  it  is,  in 
general  terms,  to  be  regarded  as  a  contract  of  sale,  and  should 
be  in  writing  to  make  it  binding ;  for  the  party  giving  such  an 
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order  ifi  not  called  upon  to  inquire  what  quantity  the  manu- 
facturer has  on  hand,  or  whether  it  will  or  will  not  be  neces- 

^  earjr  to  manufacture  it,  in  whole  or  in  part,  to  fulfill  the  order. 
But  if  with  the  knowledge  that  the  manufacturer  is  not  sup- 
plied with  the  article  ready  made,  the  party  orders  a  certain 
quantity  to  be  manufactured  at  a  certain  price,  then  it  is  an 
agreement  for  the  production  of  the  article,  and  not  for  the 
sale  of  it  after  it  is  produced ;  for  it  may  be  that  but  for  the 
order,  the  manufacturer  would  not,  at  that  time,  in  the  ordinary 
prosecution  of  his  business,  manufacture  such  a  quantity  for 
the  reason  that  it  may,  by  the  time  it  is  manufactured  and 
ready  for  delivery,  depreciate  in  value  in  the  market,  as  was 
the  fact  in  the  case  now  before  us.  ^^  £a  OBquo  et  Jxmo^  says 
Nisbett,  J.,  in  Caaon  v.  Ghedey  {8upra\  "  a  man  who  agrees 
to  bestow  his  labor  in  the  manufacture  of  goods  for  a  price, 
and  which  price  he  must  lose  unless  the  goods  are  received  by 
him  who  ordered  them,  ought  to  be  paid,  and  a  statute  which 
would  protect  the  purchaser  from  liability  in  such  a  case, 
would  be  alike  impossible  and  unjust."  It  might  be  answered 
that  the  mechanic  or  manufacturer  can  protect  himself  by  hav- 
ing the  contract  put  in  writing ;  but  that  is  evading  the  in- 
quiry, the  question  being  whether  the  statute  in  terms  includes 
such  a  case,  and,  in  my  judgment,  it  does  not.  "  It  would," 
says  Robertson,  Ch.  J.,  in  Parsons  v.  Louch  (supra),  "  be  a 
somewhat  novel  and  startling  doctrine  to  decide  that  a  trades- 
man must  have  every  contract  put  in  writing  with  his  custom- 
ers to  manufacture  articles  in  which  he  deals,  such  as  articles 
of  dress  or  furniture,  in  order  to  bind  the  latter  to  pay  for 
them ;  '*  and  yet  the  statute  has  been  carried  to  this  extent  in 
a  recent  decision  in  England  {Zee  v.  Griffen,  1  Ellis,  B.  &  S. 

I  272),  in  which  it  was  held  that  an  agreement  for  the  making  of 
a  set  of  artificial  teeth  to  be  fitted  to  the  mouth  of  the  person 
ordering  them,  was  not  an  agreement  for  work  and  labor,  but 
a  contract  of  sale,  and  was  void  for  not  being  in  writing.  In- 
deed of  late  years,  the  judges,  especially  in  England,  with  the 
design,  as  they  express  it,  of  bringing  the  statute  back  to  its 
true  interpretation,  are  disposeTi  to  go  to  such  lengths  in  hold- 
ing cases  to  be  within  it,  that  its  construction  is  in  a  fair  way 
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of  becoming  now  more  uncertain  than  ever.  "  I  do  not,"  says 
GrMnpton,  J.,  in  this  case  of  the  artificial  teeth,  ^^  agree  to  the 
proposition  that  the  value  of  the  skill  and  labor,  as  compared 
to  that  of  the  material  supplied,  is  any  criterion  by  which  to 
decide  whether  the  contract  is  for  work  and  labor,  or  for  the 
sale  of  a  chattel.  It  bears  a  strong  resemblance  to  that  of  a 
tailor's  supplying  a  coat,  the  measurement  of  the  mouth  and 
the  fitting  of  the  teeth,  being  analogous  to  the  measurement 
and  the  fitting  of  a  garment."  Hill,  J.,  went  farther.  "  When-i 
ever  a  contract  is  entered  into,"  he  says,  "  for  the  manufacture 
of  a  chattel,  there  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract  is  the  sale 
and  delivery  of  the  chattel,  aud  the  party  supplying  it  cannot 
recover  for  work  and  labor," — a  conclusion  which,  if  followed, 
would  overturn  a  number  of  American  cases ; — ^indeed  every 
one  I  have  cited  which  was  held  not  to  be  within  the  statute. 
Justice  Blackbume,  who  also  concurred  in  this  judgment,  un- 
dertook to  lay  down  a  rule,  to  distinguish  what  was  and  what 
was  not  within  the  statute,  or  rather  what  was  a  contract  of 
sale  as  distinguished  from  one  for  work  and  labor.  "  If  the 
contract  be  such,"  he  says,  "  that  when  carried  out  it  would 
result  in  the  sale  of  a  chattel,  the  party  cannot  sue  for  work 
and  labor,  but  if  the  result  of  the  contract  is  that  the  party 
has  done  work  and  labor  which  ends  in  nothing  that  can  be- 
come the  subject  of  a  sale,  the  party  cannot  sue  for  goods  sold 
and  delivered."  He  gives  the  case  before  the  court  of  the 
artificial  teeth,  as  an  illustration  of  the  first  part  of  this  rule, 
and  of  the  second,  the  case  of  an  attorney  employed  to  pre- 
pare a  deed,  in  which  case  he  says,  "  it  cannot  be  said  that  the 
paper  and  ink  he  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  deed,  are  goods 
sold  and  delivered."  /^ ^  f^Mi/fA<^^ 

The  effect  of  the  rule  here^laid  down  is,  to  convert  every 
case  of  work  and  labor  into  a  contract  of  sale,  if  the  result  of 
the  work  and  labor  be  a  product  or  moveable  thing,  which  is 
capable  of  transfer  by  delivery — a  construction,  in  my  judg- 
ment, unwarranted  by  the  language  which  was  used  in  the 
enactment  of  the  Statute  of  Fraud,  and  the  sense  in  which  that 
language  has  been  interpreted  by  judicial  decision  for  more 
than  a  century  and  a  half. 
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What  the  statute  declared  muBt  be  in  writing  to  be  valid, 
was  any  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods^  wares^  or  merehandise 
for  the  price  of  £10  or  upwards.  What  was  meant  by  th^e 
words,  goods  J  wares  j  and  merchandise^  at  the  time  of  their 
enactment,  not  simply  their  etymological  meaning,  but  what 
was  understood  by  them  in  their  popular  and  in  their  l^al 
sense,  may  be  ascertained  by  referring  to  the  English  diction- 
aries by  which  they  were  first  defined.  They  are  not  to  be 
found  in  the  earlier  works,  for  the  reason  that  the  first  English 
dictionaries  were  limited  to  the  explanation  of  foreign  or  un- 
usual words,  or,  as  expressed  in  their  titles,  were  "exposi- 
tors," or  "  interpreters  of  hard  words." 

The  earliest  work  in  which  the  meaning  of  words  in  ordi- 
nary and  popular  use  was  given  is  "  Phillip's  New  World  of 
Words,"  the  first  edition  of  which  appeared  twenty  years  be- 
fore the  passage  of  the  statute.  In  this  work,  I  quote  from  the 
sixth  edition,  which  appeared  after  the  passage  of  the  statute, 
the  meaning  of  the  word  merchandise  is  given  as  followB: 
"commodities  or  goods  to  trade  with  ;"  and  this  exact  defini- 
tion is  given  in  the  succeeding  dictionaries  of  Kersey,  Martin, 
and  Bailey.  It  is  said,  in  the  Qlossographia  Anglicana  Jfom, 
that  the  word  came  into  use  as  a  term  to  designate  the  goods 
and  wares  exposed  to  sale  in  fairs  and  markets,  which  is  affirmed 
also  in  CoweWs  Law  Interpretery  edition  of  1708.  The  word 
"  wares  "  is  defined  for  the  first  time  in  Cotgrave's  Dictionary, 
of  1632,  as  "  merchandise,"  and  in  Phillip's  New  World  of 
Words,  as  "  merchandise,  commodities ;"  and  this  is  the  defi- 
nition successively  given  to  it  down  to  the  time  of  Johnson; 
showing  that,  up  to  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  it  was  re- 
garded as  having  exactly  the  same  meaning  as  merchandise: 
and,  indeed,  such  would  seem  to  have  been  the  understanding 
of  Johnson,  who  defines  it,  "commonly,  something  to  le 
soid," 

The  first  exposition  I  have  found  of  the  word  "  goods'^  is  in 
Bailey's  large  dictionary  of  1732.  He  defines  it  simply  "  «n^r 
chandisef^  and  by  Johnson,  who  followed  as  the  next  lexico- 
grapher, it  is  defined  to  be  "  moveables  in  a  house,  personal  or 
moveable  estate,  wares,  freight,  merchandise." 
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The  Eevised  Statutes  of  this  State  substituted  the  word 
"  chattels  "  for  "  wares  or  merchandise,"  but,  like  many  other 
changes  of  language  in  the  revision,  this  was  evidently  for  con- 
ciseness, and  not  with  a  view  of  changing  the  sense  (see  Notes 
to  Rev.  Stat.,  pp.  84,  85.)  The  lexicographers  and  other  au- 
thorities cited  show  that  what  was  understood  by  the  words 
"  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,"  when  the  statute  was  enacted 
and  for  a  century  afterwards,  were  the  commodities  bought  and 
sold  in  trade  and  commerce,  which  would  not  include  a  set  of 
artificial  teeth,  as  thev  are  nQ|:  bought  and  sold  in  that  way^  but 
made  only  for  the  person  ordering  them.  There  is  no  very 
material  difference  between  the  dentist  who  removes  the  de- 
cayed teeth  and  replaces  them  with  an  artificial  set,  which  he 
makes  and  adapts  to  the  mouth  of  the  particular  person,  and 
the  surgeon  who  replaces  a  broken  limb,  or  performs  any  of 
those  operations  by  which  a  lost  or  decayed  part  of  the  human 
body  is  replaced,  as  to  restore  the  nose,  when  it  has  been 
lost,  by  skillfully  drawing  the  skin  down  from  the  fore- 
head, and  by  that  operation  constructing  a  new  nose  of  the 
shape  and  appearance  of  the  former  one.  They  are  both  acts 
of  work  and  labor,  and  to  call  either  of  them  contracts  of  sale 
is  to  ignore  the  distinction  which  separates  an  agreement  for 
work  and  labor  from  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  a  thing.  Tliere 
is  nothing  in  a  set  of  artificial  teeth  which  the  dentist  fabricates 
for  the  mouth  of  the  person  who  orders  them,  that  is  capable 
of  sale  in  the  ordinary  course  ol  trade  or  commerce,  unless  it 
should  be  the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed  ;  and  this 
may  be  said  of  Justice  Blackburn's  illustration  of  the  deed 
which  the  attorney  draws,  as  the  paper  upon  which  it  is  written^ 
is  capable  at  least  of  sale  for  use  in  the  paper  mill.  In  fact,  it 
has  been  held  in  this  country  that  the  paper  upon  which  a  deed 
or  note  is  written,  makes  it  a  chattel,  irrespective  of  what  is 
written  upon  it,  so  as  to  bring  it  within  the  words  of  a  statute 
authorizing  suits  to  compel  the  delivery  of ''  goods  and  chattels," 
{MiOs  V.  Gore,  20  Pick.  28;  Clapp  v.  Skephard,  23  Id.  228; 
Baldwin  v.  Williams,  3  Met.  367.) 

The  case  of  the  ordering  of  the  chariot  (Towers  v.  Osbomej 
mpra),  appears  to  be  the  first  reported  case  under  the  17th 
VOL.  m.— 88 
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Bection  of  the  statate.  The  contract  there  was  held  not  to  be 
within  it,  for  the  reason  that  the  enactment  meant  only  a  con- 
tract for  the  actual  sale  of  goods,  where  the  buyer  is  immedi- 
ately answerable,  without  time  given  him  by  special  agreement, 
and  the  seller  is  to  deliver  the  goods  immediately.  This  case 
was  decided  within  fifty  years  after  the  passage  of  the  statute, 
and  Lord  Loughborough,  in  commenting  upon  it  in  Rondeau 
V.  Wyatt^  (2  H.  Bl.  67,)  said  "  that  it  was  plainly  out  of  the 
statute,  because  it  was  for  work  and  labor  to  be  done  and  ma- 
terials and  things  to  be  found,  which  is  different  from  a  mere 
contract  of  sale,  to  which  species  of  contract  alone  the  statute 
is  applicable."  Here  the  line  of  separation  is  clearly  marked, 
affording  a  broad  distinguishing  rule,  which  was  recognized 
and  acted  upon  for  more  than  a  century  after  the  passage  of 
the  act. 

Indeed,  this  was  understood  to  be  the  proper  construction 
of  the  statute,  and  to  be  the  law  both  in  this  country  and  in 
England  thirty  years  ago,  by  a  jurist  so  careful,  accurate  and 
eminent,  as  Chancellor  Kent,  who,  in  the  text  of  his  commen- 
taries, says,  "  that  if  the  subject  of  the  contract  does  not  exist 
in  rerum  natma^  at  the  time  of  the  contract,  but  remains  there- 
after to  be  fabricated  out  of  the  raw  materials,  or  materials  not 
put  together,  it  is  consequently  incapable  of  delivery,  and  not 
within  the  statute ;"  and  subsequently  in  a  note,  after  examin- 
ing the  English  and  American  authorities,  he  deduced  from 
them  what  he  supposed  to  be  the  rule,  as  follows :  "  If  the  arti- 
cles sold  exists  at  the  time  in  aoUdOy  and  is  capable  of  delivery, 
the  contract  is  within  the  statute,  but  if  the  article  is  to  be 
afterwards  manufactured  or  prepared  by  work  and  labor  for 
delivery,  the  contract  is  not," — (2  Kent's  Com.  4  id.  504, 
511/1.),  a  rule  which  had,  at  least,  the  merit  of  a  well  defined 
distinction,  easily  understood,  and  which  could  be  readily  ap- 
plied, but  which,  in  the  reactionary  movement  that  has  since 
taken  place,  has  even  in  this  country  been  materially  departed 
from. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  last  century  a  question  arose 
whether  stocks  or  shares  in  a  mining  company  were  "  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise,"  within  the  meaning  of  the  seventieth 
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section,  and  the  ground  npon  which  the  objection  was  raised, 
that  merchants  trafficed  in  stocks,  and  at  that  time,  1725,  very 
largely,  may  be  adverted  to  as  explanatory  of  the  meaning 
that  was  then  attached  to  these  words.  The  point  was  not 
then  determined,  the  judges  being  equally  divided,  and  it  re- 
mained unsettled  in  England  until  about  thirty  years  ago, 
when  it  was  finally  decided  that  stocks  were  not,  within  the 
statute,  "  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,''  "  because,"  said  the 
Vice  Chancellor,  Sir  Lancelot  Shadwell,  {Duncruft  v.  AJhrechty 
12  Sim.  198,)  "goods,  wares  or  merchandise  are  capable  of 
being  in  part  delivered.  If  there  is  an  agreement  to  sell  a 
quantity  of  tallow  or  hemp,  you  may  deliver  a  part,  but  the 
delivery  of  a  part  is  not  a  transaction  applicable,  as  I  appre- 
hend, to  such  a  subject  as  railway  shares,"  and  this  decision 
was  aflBrmed  by  the  Lord  Chancellor.  Stocks  bought  and  sold 
by  oral  agreement,  are  as  fully  within  the  evil  which  the  stat- 
ute meant  to  suppress  as  the  making  of  a  set  of  artificial  teeth 
could  be,  and  if  the  reason  which  excepts  the  former  from  the 
operation  of  the  statute  is,  that  they  are  incapable  of  delivery 
in  part,  it  equally  applies  to  a  set  of  artificial  teeth,  or  any 
other  separate  or  entire  thing  which  cannot  be  delivered  in 
part. 

This  ground  of  exception,  the  incapability  of  a  partial  de- 
livery, has  been  distinctly  repudiated  in  this  country,  and  it 
has  been  held  in  Massachusetts  and  Connecticnt,  that  stocks  or 
shares  in  an  incorporated  company  are  embraced  by  the  words, 
goodsy  wares  and  merchandise  ;  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
nature  of  stocks  or  shares,  which  in  reason  and  sound  policy, 
should  exempt  contracts  respecting  them  from  the  operation 
of  the  statute ;  that  so  large  an  amount  of  property  is  now  in- 
vested in  them,  and  as  the  ordinary  indicia  of  property  arising 
from  delivery  cannot  take  place,  there  is  a  peculiar  reason  for 
extending  the  provisions  of  the  statute  to  them ;  that  the  cir- 
cumstances, they  cannot  be  actually  accepted  and  received,  i& 
not  at  all  conclusive,  and  would  be  a  wrong  and  forced  con* 
struction  of  the  statute.  {Tisdale  v.  Harris^  20  Pick.  18; 
North  V.  Forest,  15  Conn.  401,  and  see  Calvin  v.  WHliamSy  5 
Har.  &  J.  38.)    The  grounds,  therefore,  upon  which  the  Eng- 
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lish  Court  of  Chancery,  iu  the  case  cited,  and  the  common  law 
courts,  in  Humble  v.  Mitchell^  (11  Adol.  &  Ell.  205 ;  and 
lempest  v.  EUner^  2  Mann.  Gr.  &  Sc.  300),  held  that  stocks 
were  not  within  the  statute,  is  relied  upon  in  the  American 
cases,  as  an  especial  reason  why  they  should  be  included. 

It  has  been  decided  in  Maine  that  the  sale  of  a  promissory 
note  is  within  the  statute,  and  in  New  Hampshire  tliat  it  is  not. 
{Gooch  V.  Holmes,  41  Maine,  623 ;  Whittemore  v.  Qibbs,  4 
Fost.  N.  H.  484.)  It  has  been  held  in  England  that  the  sale  of 
a  patent  right,  a  very  important  species  of  property  at  the 
present  day,  is  not  within  the  statute,  (fihanter  v.  DicTdnson, 
5  Man.  &  Gr.  253,)  whilst  if  the  decision  in  the  New  England 
cases  I  have  cited  respecting  stocks  is  to  be  followed,  it  cer- 
tainly would  be. 

This  state  of  things  in  respect  to  the  construction  and 
meaiyng  of  a  provision  in  a  statute  which  has  been  in  existence 
for  nearly  two  centuries,  is  not  now  very  pleasant  to  contemp- 
late in  view  of  what  has  been  the  experience  of  the  past 
respecting  it.  "  No  act,"  says  Mr.  Evans  in  his  notes  to  the 
collection  of  the  statutes,  "  has  been  productive  of  greater 
litigation  in  settling  its  construction."  Daines  Barrington 
said  seventy-five  years  ago,  that  it  was  the  common  impression 
then,  that  it  had  not  been  expounded  at  a  less  expense  than 
one  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and  Chancellor  Kent  about 
forty  years  afterwards,  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  had  then  cost 
upwards  of  a  million  pounds  sterling.  Lord  Nottingham 
thought  every  line  of  it  worth  a  subsidy;  but  he  was  the 
father  of  the  act,  or  claimed  the  merit  of  having  brought 
in  the  bill ;  {AbK  v.  Ahdy,  3  Swanst.  664.)  whilst  Lord  Main- 
field  considered  that  important  provisions  in  it,  which  ought  to 
be  plain  to  the  meanest  capacity,  lacked  the  certainty  requisite 
to  make  them  plain  to  the  greatest  capacity,  {Cadogan  v.  Ken- 
nettj  Cowp.  434),  and,  certainly,  the  exposition  which  has  here 
been  given  of  the  inconsistency  and  conflict  that  now  exist  as 
to  what  was  meant  by  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise,  either  brings  this  provision  under  the  repeal  of 
Lord  Mansfield's  observation,  or  shows  the  folly  of  disturbing 
the  construction  so  long  given  to  these  words. 
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The  judges  who  were  ^first  called  upon  to  interpret  them, 
were  as  competent  as  any  of  their  successors,  and  as  well,  if 
not  better  informed  of  the  mischiefs  the  statute  was  intented  to 
remedy.  "  Great  regard,''  says  Coke,  "  ought,  in  construing  a 
statute,  to  be  paid  to  the  construction  of  the  sages  of  the  law, 
who  lived  about  the  time,  or  soon  after  it  was  made,  put  upon 
it;  because  they  were  best  able  to  judge  of  the  intention 
of  the  makers  at  the  time  when  it  was  made,"  (Dwarris  on 
Statutes,  p.  693),  an  opinion  which  before  his  day  had  been 
compressed  into  an  axiom :  conUmporanea  exposita  eat  optima 
et  fortis8i7fta  in  lege. 

Chief  Justice  Best  said  in  Procia  v.  JoneSy  (2  Carr.  &  P. 
532),  that  "the  Statute  of  Frauds  was  much  objected  to  at  the 
time  of  its  passage,  and  that  the  judges  appeared  anxions  to 
get  rid  of  it,  but  in  later  times  became  desirous  to  give  to  it  its 
full  effect;"  and  this  loose  statement,  made  upon  a  tftal  at 
nisopriuSj  has  recently  been  followed  up  by  Justice  E.  Darwin 
Smith  in  Mead  v.  Case,  (33  Barb.  206),  who  says  tliat  "  the 
English  courts  started  off  and  long  continued  in  the  practice, 
if  not  in  the  theory,  of  regarding  the  statute  unfavorably,  and 
its  simple  text  was  persistently  for  many  years  nullified,  per- 
verted, or  evaded  by  numerous  decisions."  No  reference  is 
made  by  either  of  these  judges  to  any  authority  for  this  state- 
ment, and  I  have  looked  in  vain  over  the  contemporary  period 
for  anything  to  corroborate  it.  Chief  Justice  Best  made  the 
remark  above  quoted,  a  century  and  a  half  after  the  statute 
was  passed.  He  could  have  no  better  means  of  information 
than  we  possess,  and  so  far  from  finding  either  of  these  state- 
ments sustained,  the  result  of  my  examination  convinces  me, 
that  the  judge  interpreted  the  statute  in  no  hostile  spirit  what- 
ever, but  experienced  great  diflSculty  in  understanding  some  of 
its  provisions,  from  what  is  now  nniversally  conceded  to  have 
been  the  imperfect  manner  in  which  the  act  was  drawn  ;  and  it 
is  difficult  to  see,  why  they  should  seek  to  "evade  and  nullify" 
the  seventeenth  section,  when  the  effect  of  having  contracts  in 
writing,  was  greatly  to  abridge  their  own  labors  by  releasing 
them  from  the  difficulties  incident  to  interpreting  agreements 
founded  only  upon  parol  testimony. 
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The  coarts  of  equity  have  also  been  assailed  ^r  invading  the 
statute,  because  they  compelled  the  performance  of  parol  agree- 
ments where  the  agreement  is  admitted  by  the  defendant  in  his 
answer.  But  courts  of  equity  exercised  this  jurisdiction  upon 
the  ground  that,  as  the  statute,  as  was  expressed  in  its  title,  was 
•'  An  act  for  prevention  of  frauds  and  perjuries,"  there  could  be 
no  danger  of  fraud  or  perjury  when  the  defendant  admitted  the 
agreement.  {Symondson  v.  Twe^d^  Free,  in  Che.  374.)  But 
'  this  was  denied  in  the  law  courts  by  Lord  Loughborough,  upon 
the  ground  that  compelling  the  party  to  answer  put  him  under 
,  a  great  temptation  to  commit  perjury  by  denying  the  agree- 
ment, and,  upon  the  further  ground,  that  the  prevention  of  per- 
.  jury  was  not  the  sole  object  of  the  act,  but "  to  lay  down  a 
\ .  clear  and  positive  rule  for  determining  when  the  contract  of 
'  sale  was  complete,  to  prevent  conftision  and  uncertainty  in  the 
I  transflctions  of  mankind,"  which  was  adding  an  intention  by 
interpretation,  for  the  preamble  of  the  act  is  in  these  words : 
"  For  prevention  of  many  fraudulent  practices  which  are  com- 
monly endeavored  to  be  upheld  by  perjury  and  subornation  of 
perjury ;  be  it  enacted,  &c."  (29  Ch.  II,  c.  3),  which  would  seem 
alike  to  be  a  very  clear  indication  of  the  purpose  for  which  it 
was  passed  and  of  the  mischief  it  was  designed  to  remedy,  and,  as 
far  as  it  is  relied  on,  is  an  answer  to  both  of  the  grounds  taken 
by  Lord  Loughborough.  But  weight  was  given  by  courts  of 
equity  to  those  grounds  for  insisting  upon  the  application  of  the 
statute,  and  the  rule,  as  first  acted  upon,  was  modified,  by  hold- 
ing that  notwithstanding  the  admission,  the  defendant  might  in- 
sist upon  the  statute  and  thus  defeat  any  recovery  upon  the 
agreement,  and  though  this  seems  to  be  very  inconsistent,  the 
rule,  as  thus  modified,  is  now  regarded  as  impregnably  settled 
by  authority.    (Browne  on  Statute  of  Frauds,  §  493.) 

The  rule  in  equity  is  at  least  settled.  But  in  the  courts  of 
law,  especially  in  the  English  courts,  this  important  provision 
of  the  statute  respecting  contracts  of  sale,  is  as  fully  thrown 
open  for  judicial  consideration  and  discussion  as  it  was  in  the 
b^inning,  and,  what  the  community  have  a  right  to  expect, 
some  stability  in  the  construction  of  an  enactment  affecting  all 
engaged  in  trade  or  commerce,  or  who  follow  those  handicrafts 
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in  which  their  labor  and  skill  is  combined  with  the  materials 
they  use,  would  seem  to  be  regarded  as  of  little  consequence. 

Under  a  system  like  ours,  in  which  the  rights  of  individuals 
are  determined  by  positive  rules  and  the  authority  of  adjudged 
cases,  it  is  of  more  importance  that  a  rule  of  construction  should 
be  stable  than  that  it  should  be  logically  correct,  and  if  it  is  to 
be  constantly  fluctuating  and  uncertain,  as  appears  now  to  be 
the  tendency  in  regard  to  this  provision  respecting  sales,  it  were 
as  well  to  be  relieved  from  the  authority  of  precedents  alto- 
gether and  follow  the  nations  that  adhere  to  the  systems  of  the 
civil  law. 

This  disposition  to  extend  the  operation  of  the  section  re- 
specting sales,  over  what  may  be  regarded  as  at  least  doubtful 
or  uncertain  cases,  arises  from  the  desire  to  give  to  the  statute 
greater  eflFect,  as  I  judge  from  the  high  eulogiums  pronounced 
by  judges  upon  the  wisdom  and  policy  of  its  provisions.  It  is 
not  the  province  of  judges  to  expound  a  statute  according  to 
their  opinion  of  its  wisdom  and  utility  (Dwarris,  1  Evans,  211^.) ; 
but  to  declare  what  was  enacted  ;  what  was  the  meaning  and 
intention  of  the  framers  of  the  act,  and,  where  that  has  been 
ascertained  by  judicial  decision  long  acquiesced  in,  courts  are 
not  warranted  in  disturbing  it  upon  the  ground  that  greater 
effect  ought  to  be  given  to  the  statute.  This  is  not  interpreta- 
tion, but  judicial  legislation,  and  the  only  excuse  that  could  be  • 
made  for  it,  is  the  one  now  given,  that  the  judges  would  not, 
after  the  passage  of  the  statute,  carry  it  out,  or  give  effect  to  its 
provisions,  which,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  has  been  assumed  only 
from  the  construction  put  at  the  present  day  upon  their  deci- 
sions. It  certainly  cannot  be  applied  to  Lord  Loughborough, 
who,  in  distinguishing  the  case  of  the  ordering  of  the  chariot 
as  one  of  work  and  labor,  and  therefore  not  within  the  statute, 
took  especial  occasion  to  commend  the  wisdom  of  the  provision 
therein  respecting  sales. 

If  this  reactionary  movement  grows  out  of  the  belief  that  it 
will  tend  to  coerce  men  in  a  greater  degree  to  put  their  contracts 
in  writipg,  it  is  a  vain  expectation,  for,  in  the  complicated  and 
rapid  transaction  of  business  at  the  present  day,  men  have 
neither  the  disposition  nor  the  time  to  put  all  they  agree  to  in 
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writing.  Large  commercial  transaqtions  are  entered  into  and 
consammated  every  day  upon  oral  agreements  that  conld  not 
be  legally  enforced,  the  only  effect  of  the  statute  being  to  keep 
such  contracts  out  of  the  courts  and  to  leave  them  to  the  good 
faith  and  integrity  of  the  parties. 

Whatever  opinion  may  be  entertained  of  the  beneficial  work- 
ing of  this  provision  of  the  statute  as  a  general  r^nlation,  its 
eftect  in  the  conrts  is  not  to  angmcnt  or  promote  commercial 
morality  in  the  particular  instances,  for  in  my  long  experience 
in  presiding  at  the  trial  of  causes,  I  have  almost  invariably  seen 
it  resorted  to  to  defeat  a  contract  or  engagement  fairly  entered 
into,  when,  by  reason  of  the  depreciation*  in  value  of  the  thing 
ordered,  or  like  cause,  it  was  found  convenient  to  get  rid  of  the 
obligation ;  and  if  the  statute  is  to  be  carried  now  by  judicial 
construction  to  the  extent  of  declaring  absolutely  void,  unless 
it  is  in  writing,  every  engagement  to  make  or  pay  for  a  thing,  the 
possession  or  transfer  of  which  can  pass  by  delivery ;  if  this 
is  to  enter  into  and  govern  in  all  the  transactions  of  every  day 
life,  to  every  article  ordered  or  requisite,  in  the  supply  of  our 
wants,  necessities  or  luxuries,  then  it  is  prescribing,  as  a  condi- 
tion to  the  validity  of  the  transaction,  what  is  simply  impracti- 
cable— what  will  not  and  cannot  be  complied  with,  and  the 
great  bulk  of  such  transactions  vrill  be  practically  left  to  the 
integrity  of  the  parties,  and  the  statute  invoked  in  aid  of  those 
who  wish  to  get  rid  of  their  engagements. 

If,  as  we  have  a  right  to  presume  from  the  preamble,  the 
object  of  the  statute  was  to  prevent  frauds  and  perjuries,  and 
as  a  means  to  that  end,  a  contract  of  sale  was  not  allowed  to  be 
established  by  oral  testimony,  because  it  was  a  kind  of  evi-^ 
dence  that  could  be  readily  fabricated,  and  otherwise  defective 
and  uncertain,  it  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  rules,  which 
regulate  the  introduction,  the  bearing  and  the  weight  of  testi- 
mony, were  more  imperfectly  understood  then  than  they  are 
now.  Baronet  Gilbert's  treatise  upon  the  law  of  evidence  was 
not  published  until  three  quarters  of  a  century  after  the  passage 
of  the  statute,  and  even  that  treatise,  though  extravagantly 
eulogized  by  Blackstone,  is  characterized  now  as  "  a  very 
meagi-e  production,'**  (Marvin's  Legal  Bib.  384),  and  how  little 
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tbe  tests  which  are  now  every  day  applied  to  parol  evidence 
were  then  understood,  resorted  to  or  allowed,  is  familiar  to 
every  one  who  has  perused  the  State  trials. 

As  a  means  of  preventing  fraud  and  perjury,  the  statute 
was  founded  in  the  same  general  policy  which  excluded  the 
parties  themselves  from  being  witnesses,  or  any  one  who  had 
the  remotest  interest  in  the  result, — a  practice  which,  after 
being  tested  and'  tried  for  several  centuries,  has  been  deliber- 
ately abandoned  both  in  England  and  in  this  country,  a  change 
which  so  far  from  producing  any  injnrious  consequences  has 
aided  the  administration  of  justice.  "Great  apprehensions," 
says  Lord  Mackenzie,  in  his  recent  work  upon  the  Roman  Law 
(p.  331,  2  ed.),  "were  entertained  that  these  changes  might 
open  the  door  to  perjury,  but  experience  has  demonstrated 
that  the  latitude  allowed  under  the  new  system,  all  objections 
to  credit  being  duly  weighed,  is,  on  the  whole,  highly  beneficial, 
by  enabling  courts  of  law  to  reach  the  truth  in  a  multitude  of 
cases  where  the  ends  of  justice  were  formally  defeated  by  ex- 
cluding the  testimony  of  the  parties  best  acquainted  with  the 
facts  in  dispute."  Very  possibly  some  such  considerations,  as 
those  I  have  suggested,  led  a  judge,  so  recent  and  so  experi- 
enced as  Lord  Campbell,  to  declare  that  it  would  be  better  if 
the  statute  were  abolished ;  to  which  may  be  added  the  remark 
of  Lord  Mansfield  long  ago,  that 'the  principles  and  rules  of 
the  common  law,  as  developed  and  applied,  were  calculated  to 
attain  every  end  sought  by  the  statutes  against  frauds.  {Cado- 
ga/n  v.  Kennetty  Cowp.  434),  and  the  observation  of  Coke  that 
in  his  long  career  he  had  known  but  of  two  questions  occurring 
upon  the  right  of  descent  by  the  common  law, — that  the 
greatest  questions  arise  not  upon  its  rules  and  principles,  but 
upon  conveyances,  wills,  or  instruments  drawn  by  the  un- 
learned, or  upon  statutes  (Co.  Rep.,  preface  to  Paf  t  II). 

The  enactment  in  the  statute  respecting  sales  may  be  a 
salutory  one  to  protect  men  from  having  claims  established 
against  them  by  false  testimony,  or  the  proof  of  which  rests  only 
in  human  memory,  and,  it  may  be  said,  that  it  is,  as  a  public 
regulation,  productive  of  no  especial  injustice,  where  the  omis- 
sion to  put  the  agreement  in  writing  is  attended  by  no  other 
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effect  than  the  failnre  to  get  the  profit  or  advantage,  that  was 
anticipated  from  the  Bale.  But  if  it  is  the  nnderstanding  of 
both  parties  that  an  article  is  to  be  produced  in  whole  or  in  a 
material  degree,  by  the  work  and  labor  of  one  of  them,  which 
would  not,  at  the  time,  have  been  bestowed  but  for  their  agree- 
ment ; — then  the  refusal  of  the  other  party  to  take  the  axtide 
and  pay  for  it  when  it  is  made,  is  not  merely  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  him  that  produced  it  to  get  the  anticipated  benefit,  but 
it  may  subject  him  to  a  direct  and  absolute  loss,  by  the  article 
being  thrown  upon  his  hands.  Any  rule  of  law,  or  any  rule  of 
construction  that  will  sanction  this,  is  unjust  in  its  operation, 
and  the  public  considerations  upon  which  the  statute  was 
founded  do  not  demand  that  it  should  be  carried  to  this  extent 
It  has  required  only  contracts  of  sale  to  be  in  writing,  and 
where  work  and  labor  has  entered  in  any  material  d^ree  into 
the  creation  of  the  thing  bargained  for,  so  as  to  make  it  doubt- 
ful whether  it  is  a  contract  of  sale  or  not,  courts  are  not  called 
upon  to  find  nice  distinctions,  or  resort  to  rigid  rules  of  inter- 
pretation, that  it  may  be  brought  within  the  operation  of  the 
statute,  and  declared  void,  because  it  is  not  in  writing.  Jub 
summnm  acspe  est  malitia^  is  the  observation  of  the  Latin  poet, 
and  we  are  told  by  Coke  that  even  poets  may  be  cited  as  author- 
ities in  expounding  the  law.  Authoritates  phUosopharum  medi- 
carum  et  poetarum  sunt  tn*catms  aUegandcB  et  tenendm.  (Co. 
Lit.  264.) 

I  have  gone  into  this  extended  examination  for  the  reason 
that  the  case  now  before  us  is  a  peculiar  and  a  close  one,  as 
the  statute  is  now  interpreted.  The  plaintiffs  were  manufac- 
turers of  an  article  known  as  "  warps,"  and  the  defendants  of 
"  market  nets,"  an  article  in  the  fabrication  of  which,  it  would 
seem,  wai-ps  were  used.  On  the  25th  of  March,  1867,  the  de- 
fendants went  to  the  plaintiffs,  that  the  latter  might  fill  an 
order  for  warps,  and  repeated  orders  for  them,  if  they  could 
do  so,  upon  the  terms  upon  which  all  warps  had  been  furnished 
to  the  defendants  for  the  preceding  three  years,  and  at  the  low- 
est market  price,  and  that  the  defendants  would  pay  for  all  the 
warps  purchased  in  one  month  at  the  end  of  the  following 
month.    The  next  day  the  plaintiffs  answered  by  letter  that 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


NEW  YOEK— MAY,  1871.  523 

The  Passaic  MoDnfacturiiig  Company  ▼.  Hoffman. 

they  would  make  100  warps  for  the  defendants,  at  70  cents  per 
pound,  upon  the  terms  proposed,  cash  at  the  end  of  the  month 
following  the  month  of  delivery  ;  to  which  the  defendants  re- 
plied by  letter,  that  they  did  not  know  their  immediate  wants, 
but  said,  "  meantime,  we  wish  you  to  accept  an  order  for  50 
warpe,  instead  of  100,  at.  the  price  of  70  cents,  and  if  cotton 
(the  moment  this  order  is  filled)  is  no  lower,  you  will  have  our 
order  for  the  50  more."  Within  two  days  after  the  receipt  ot 
this  letter,  the  plaintiffs  mailed  their  reply  addressed  to  the  de- 
fendants, advising  them  that  the  plaintiffs  accepted  the  order 
for  the  50  warps  at  70  cents,  and  would  agree  to  deliver  an- 
other SO,  if  cotton  were  no  higher  or  lower,  at  the  expiration 
of  the  delivery  of  the  first  50 ;  which  letter,  having  been 
duly  mailed  to  the  defendants,  was  sufficient  notice  of  an  ac- 
ceptance on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs  of  the  order  for  50  warps. 
(  Vassar  v.  Camp,  11  N.  T.  441 ;  Mactier  v.  Frith,  6  Wend. 
106.)  Twelve  of  the  warps  were  delivered  during  the  months 
of  March  and  April,  having  been  sent  for  by  the  defendants' 
superintendent,  and  were  paid  for  by  the  defendants.  The 
remaining  38  were  finished,  and  the  plaintiffs  requested  the 
superintendent  to  receive  them,  but  he  did  not.  The  plaintiffs 
then  advised  the  defendant  by  letter,  on  the  30th  of  April, 
1867,  that  the  38  had  been  finished  some  time ;  that  the  super- 
intfflident  had  beeen  requested  to  receive  them,  but  did  not, 
and  that  the  plaintiffs  would  send  them  to  the  defendants'  fac- 
tory on  a  specified  day,  or  sooner  if  requested ;  to  which  the 
defendants  replied  by  letter  in  these  words :  "  We  beg  leave  to 
say  that  we  accept  no  warps  which  you  have  made  without 
©rders,  and  contrary  to  any  statement  of  ours.  When  we  want 
warps,  we  order  them,  or  send  for  them ;  and  when  we  don't 
order  them,  and  when  the  price  of  cotton^  upon  which  any  ordfer 
was  based  as  a  price,  is  so  much  lowered,  the  case  is  altered  ; 
and,  too,  the  manufacture  of  nets,  for  the  present,  has  long  since 
ceased  with  us.  Warps  concerning  which  you  are  so  anxious 
ta  sell,  were  not  made  for  us  any  more  than  for  any  other  manu- 
facturer, and  we  have  authorized  no  manufacturer  to  pile  up 
warps  for  us,  but  that  as  we  wanted  them  we  would  order." 
The  disingenuousness  of  this  treply  is  apparent.    The  letter 
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itself  very  clearly  discloses  that  the  reason  why  the  defendants 
did  not  wish  to  take  them  was  that  they  had  no  immediate  nse 
for  them ;  that  they  had  stopped  the  manufacture  of  nets,  and 
that  when  they  resumed  it,  they  could,  in  consequence  of  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  cotton,  get  their  warps  made  at  a  cheaper 
rate. 

The  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter  the  plaintiffs  sent 
the  38  warps  in  a  wagon  to  the  defendants'  mills,  in  Paterson, 
New  Jersey,  and  tendered  them  to  the  defendants'  superintend- 
ent, who  replied  that  his  instructions  from  Mr.  Hoffman  were 
not  to  receive  them.  Twenty  days  afterwards,  the  president  of 
the  plaintiffs'  company  called  upon  the  defendant  Mr.  Hoff- 
man, and  informed  him  that  the  plaintiffs  had  the  balance  of 
his  order,  38  warps,  and  requested  Jiim  to  receive  them,  which 
he  declined,  saying  that  he  had  not  ordered  them.  They  were 
then* worth  about  63  cents  a  pound.  The  plaintiffs  waited 
until  the  19th  of  June,  1867,  when  they  advised  the  defendants 
by  letter  that  they  had  sent  the  38  warps  to  an  auctioneer  in 
the  city,  to  be  sold  at  auction,  informing  the  defendants  of 
the  place,  and  of  the  day  and  hour  of  the  sale,  and  that  they 
would  hold  them  responsible  for  the  difference  between  the 
contract  price  and  the  price  they  might  bring.  They  were 
accordingly  sold  at  action,  at  the  time  and  place  named,  for  48 
cents  a  pound,  the  sale  having  been  duly  advertised  and  a  large 
number  of  persons  being  present.  The  contract  price  for  the 
88  sold  was  $1,064,  and  they  brought  at  the  auction  sale 
$617.39,  making  a  difference  of  $446.61,  which  amount  the 
plaintiffs  have  recovered  in  this  action. 

The  defendants'  superintendent  testified  that  the  warps 
were  such  as  the  plaintiffs  generally  manufactured  and  had  on 
hand.  The  spring  of  the  year  is  the  plaintiffs'  busy  season, 
and  their  superintendent  testified  that  they  did  not,  in  the 
busy  season,  have  tliese  warps  on  hand.  Mr.  Eidgway,  the 
president  of  the  plaintiffs'  company,  testified  that  he  did  not 
know  whether  they  had  any  warps  on  hand  when  the  first 
letter  was  received  from  the  defendants,  nor  could  he  tell  how 
many  they  had  on  hand  during  the  subsequent  correspondence ; 
that  they  were  manufacturing  similar  warps  for  other  persons 
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at.the  same  time,  that  they  were.coming  off  continually,  every 
half  hour,  as  they  were  manufacturing  this  class  of  goods  all 
the  while ;  that  he  could  not  say  that  they  were  ready  all  the 
time  to  deliver  the  whole  of  them,  that  whenever  a  demand 
was  made,  they  were  ready  to  fill  the  order ;  but  1  do  not  un- 
derstand by  this  remark,  that  they  were  ready  to  fill  the  order 
for  the  fifty  warps  when  it  was  received,  but  that  they  were 
ready  to  supply  the  defendants  as  they  wanted  them,  for  the 
defendants'  superintendent  testified  that  the  plaintiffs'  superin- 
tendent came  to  the  defendants'  mill  and  said,  "  our  folks  and 
your  folks  have  made  an  agreement  about  warps,"  and  that  he, 
the  defendants'  superintendent,  was  to  receive  the  warps,  as 
and  when  he  wanted  them,  and  he  swore  that  he  sent  for  six 
warps  at  a  time;  that  he  sent  twice  and  received  six  warps 
each  time;  Mr.  Hoffman,  the  defendant,  having  told  him  that 
he  was  to  go  to  the  plaintiffs'  and  get  warps  when  he  wanted 
them.  Mr.  Bidgway,  the  president,  also  testified  that  the  cot- 
ton was  not  bought  for  the  defendants  nor  the  yam  in  the 
spool  made  for  them  particularly ;  that  the  plaintiffs  were  in 
the  habit  of  manufacturvng  this  kind  of  warps ;  that  they  sel- 
dom l^pt  them  on  hand,  and  had  frequent  orders  for  them ; 
that  they  were  not  standard  articles ;  that  there  was  no  market 
price  for  such  warps  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  that  they  are 
an  article  not  usually  sold  at  auction,  the  witness  never  having 
seen  any  sold  in  that  way  except  in  this  instance. 

I  think  this  must  be  regarded  as  an  agreement  between  the 
plaintiffs  and  the  defendants  for  the  manufacture  of  the  fifty 
Varps,  and  that  it  was  not  a  contract  of  sale  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  statute.  It  has  several  distinguishing  features.  In 
the  first  place,  the  article  is  one  of  a  peculiar  kind.  In  the 
next  place,  the  number  contracted  for  was  to  be  produced  and 
delivered  as  the^Jefendants  wanted  them.  In  the  third  place, 
it  is  a  fair  presumption,  from  the  evidence,  that  they  were  all 
manufactured  after  the  order  for  them  was  accepted.  Wilson, 
the  defendants'  superintendant,  said  they  were  such  as  the 
plaintiffs  generally  manufactured  and  had  on  hand.  Ridgway, 
the  president,  could  not  say  whether  they  had  usually  warps  of 
this  description  on  hand  from  the  time  that  the  contract  was 
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made,  and  the  residue  of  the  ^w^rps  were  ready  for  delivery,  hot 
left  it  to  be  inferred  the  thing  had  not,  by  the  statement  that  it 
was  the  spring  of  the  year,  which  he  declared  was  generally  a 
busy  time  with  the  plaintiffs,  and  the  testimony  of  the  plain- 
tiffs' superintend  ant  is  explicit  upon  this  point,  for  he  swears 
that  the  plaintiff  did  not,  in  the  busy  season,  have  these  warps 
on  hand.  He  was  the  one  who  would  necessarily  know,  and 
his  statement  must  be  regarded  as  decisive,  there  being  nothing 
to  impeach  it  in  the  testimony  of  the  plaintiffs,  or  in  the  loose, 
general  statement  of  the  defendants'  superintendent.  Fourthly, 
the  evidence  warrants  the  conclusion  that  the  agreement  con- 
templated that  the  warps  were  to  be  of  the  plaintiffs'  manufac- 
ture. This,  I  think,  is  indicated  sufficiently  by  a  paesiige  in  the 
very  letter  in  which  the  order  is  given  by  the  defendants  for  the 
fifty  warps  and  the  promise  held  out  of  a  further  order  for  fifty 
more,  which  passage  is  in  these  words,  at  the  end  of  the  letter : 
"Finding  your  warps  i^wi/brm  we  shall  \i^  faithful  ioyou^ 
which  brings  the  case  within  the  distinction  relied  upon  in 
Eight  V.  Ripley  {supra),  that  it  is  the  labor  and  skill  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  order  is  given,  combined  with  the  material, 
thaf  is  contracted  for,  and  to  which  the  other  party  is  entitled, 
and  which  distinguishes  it  from  Gardiner  v.  Jify  {supra),  in 
which,  to  quote  from  the  work  of  Mr.  Browne,  it  was  clearly 
no  part  of  the  bargain  that  the  vendor  should  manufacture  the 
candles.  (Browne  on  the  Statute  of  Frauds,  §  308,  3  ed.) ; 
and  lastly,  between  the  time  when  the  order  was  accepted,  the 
29th  of  March,  1867,  and  the  30th  of  April,  1867,  when  the 
defendants  were  advised  by  letter  that  the  "balance  of  the* 
order  had  been  finished  some  time,"  there  was  a  rapid  deprecia- 
tion in  the  value  of  the  article,  having  fallen  during  the  n[K>nth 
of  March  and  April  from  85  to  65  cents  a  pound,  and  after- 
wards down  to  60  cents,  a  point  reached  on  the  2l8t  of  June, 
1867,  in  view  of  which  it  might  be  that  the  plaintiff  would  not 
have  made  those  fifty  warps  at  that  time  but  for  the  fact  that 
they  had  an  order  from  the  defendants  to  manufacture  that  spe- 
cific quantity,  at  a  specific  price. 

Though  I  do  not  regard  this  as  a  contract  of  sale,  and  think 
that  our  decision  should  be  put  upon  that  ground  as  the  proper 
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diflpoBition  of  the  case,  still  if  it  were  necessary  to  hold  it  to  be 
a  contract  of  that  description  within  the  meaning  of  the  stat- 
ute, the  judgment  entered  upon  the  report  of  the  referee  would 
still  be  correct. 

It  may  be  doubtful  if  there  was  sufficient  proof  of  a  memo- 
randum in  writing  of  the  contract  subscribed  by  the  parties  to 
be  charged.  (2  Rev.  Stat.  140,  §  3,  subd.  1.)  It  is  not  neces- 
sary that  it  should  be  comprised  in  one  paper.  It  may  be  em- 
braced in  several,  but  they  must  be  connected  with,  and  refer 
to,  each  other,  and  the  mutual  relation  of  the  writings  must  ap- 
pear upon  the  face  and  cannot  be  established  by  parol  evidence, 
it  being  the  policy  of  the  statute  to  take  the  cases  enumerated 
entirely  out  of  the  reach  of  verbal  testimony.  {^Wright  y. 
Weeks,  25  N.  T.  153;  Stocker  v.  Pa/rtridge,  2  Robt.  193; 
Greenleaf  on  Evidence,  §  268 ;  Browne  on  tlie  Statute  of  Frauds, 
346,  3  ed.,  and  cases  there  cited.) 

In  the  case  before  us,  the  defendants'  letter  was  simply  a 
proposal  that  the  plaintiff  should  accept  an  order  for  fifty  warps 
instead  of  one  hundred,  at  the  price  of  seventy  cents.  This 
was  the  exact  language  used,  and,  the  existence  oi  a  contract  or 
not,  depended  on  the  acceptance  of  the  order  upon  the  terms 
proposed.  The  acceptance  was  by  letter,  but  the  contents  of 
this  letter,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  it  was  mailed  to  the  defend- 
ants, was  established  by  parol  evidence.  ISo  exception  was 
taken  to  the  proof,  and  as  the  letter  is  presumed  to  have  reached 
the  defendants  in  due  course  of  mail,  and  might  have  been  pro- 
duced by  them  before  the  referee,  it  may  be  that  this  was  suf- 
ficient proof  of  an  acceptance  in  writing,  (^atta  v.  Ainswarth, 
6  Law  T.  N".  S.  252.)  But  if  there  be  doubt  on  this  point,  there 
was  sufficient  evidence  of  a  delivery  and  acceptance  of  a  part 
of  the  warps,  to  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation  of  the  statute. 

The  agreement  was  an  entirety.  It  was  for  fifty  warps  at 
a  fixed  price.  This  appears  by  the  letter  in  which  the  order 
was  given,  and  by  the  plaintiffs'  letter  of  acceptance,  and  when 
the  lattpr  letter,  addressed  to  the  defendants,  in  New  York,  was 
mailed  to  them  by  the  plaintife,  at  Paterson,  in  New  Jersey, 
the  contract  was  complete.  (  Vassar  v.  Campy  11  N.  T.  441, 
and  the  cases  there  cited.)    The  correspondence  did  not  desig- 
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nate  when  the  warps  were  to  be  delivered,  but  it  appears  by 
the  testimoDy  of  Kidgway,  King  and  Wilson,  that  they  were  to 
be  delivered  as  tlie  defendants'  superintendant  wanted  them, 
and  whether  that  were  so  or  not,  the  delivery  and  acceptance 
of  a  portion  of  them  was  sufficient  to  take  the  case  out  of  the 
statute.  It  is  not  essential  under  onr  statute  that  the  delivery 
and  acceptance  of  a  part  of  the  goods  should  take  place  at  the 
time  of  the  making  of  the  contract,  but  the  delivery  and  accept- 
ance of  a  part  afterwards  will  suffice.  {Sale  v.  Darragh^  2 
Hilt.  201,  202 ;  McKnigJU  v.  Dnrdop,  5  N.  T.  537 ;  Sprag^ie  v. 
Bldke^  20  Wend.  61.)  Twelve  of  the  warps  were  delivered  to 
the  defendants'  superintendent,  who  swore  that  he  was  in- 
etnicted  by  the  defendants  to  go  and  get  the  warps  when  he 
wanted  them.  He  sent  twice  to  the  plain tiflFs,  each  time  for 
six,  and  they  were  delivered  to  him,  and,  to  put  at  rest  all  ques- 
tion of  the  delivery  and  acceptance  of  a  portion  of  the  quantity 
ordered,  the  defendants  paid  for  these  twelve  warps,  by  their 
checks,  on  the  29th  of  April  and  on  the  22d  or  23d  of  May  fol- 
lowing.   {Outwater  v.  Dodge^  6  Wend.  397.) 

The  remaining  questions  in  the  case  may  be  summarily  dis- 
posed of.  The  defendants  having  refused  to  accept  and  pay 
for  the  residue  of  the  warps,  the  plaintiff  had  the  right  to  sell 
them,  and  hold  the  defendants  for  the  deficiency.  {Sands  v. 
Taylor^  5  Johns.  395.)  They  gave  the  defendants  notice  of  the 
time  and  place  of  sale,  although,  strictly,  even  this  was  not 
necessary.  {Lewis  Y.Oreider^  49  Barb.  606.)  The  sale  was  by 
public  auction,  which,  as  a  general  rule,  is  the  appropriate  and 
proper  way  to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  thing  at  the  time,  and 
if,  as  appeared,  there  was  no  market  price  for  warps  at  that 
time,  and  that  they  were  an  article  not  usually  sold  at  auction, 
it  does  not  lie  with  the  defendants  to  complain,  for  having  had 
ample  notice  of  the  sale,  they  might  have  attended  it  and  pro- 
tected themselves  by  buying  the  warps,  if  the  price  ihey  brought 
was  below  their  value.  The  report  of  the  referee  should  be 
affirmed. 

Van  BRuirr,  J.    I  concur. 

LoEW,  J.  I  concur  in  the  conclusion  arrived  at  by  tihe 
Cliief  Justice. 

Judgment  affirmed. 
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In  the  Matteb  of  Bomanjee  Bybamj^.e  Colah,  a  Lunatic. 

The  inherent  jarifldlcUon  of  the  State  over  lunatics  and  persons  of  unsound  mind, 
whether  citizens  or  aliens,  within  its  limits,  rests  npon  two  grounds — ^First,  its 
daty  to  protect  the  coramonity  from  the  acts  of  those  who  are  not  under  the 
guidance  of  reason ;  and,  Mcondly,  its  duty  to  protect  them  as  a  class  incapable 
of  protecting  themseWes,  which  has  its  foundation  in  the  reciprocal  obligations 
of  allegianoe  and  protection,  which  extends  to  aliens  and  strangers,  who,  while 
they  are  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  are  under  the  obligations  of  a  temporary 
and  local  allegiance,  and  are  entitled  to  its  protection. 

The  care  and  custody  of  a  lunatic,  and  of  his  estate,  necessarily  imply  both  the 
right  and  the  duty,  on  the  part  of  the  Court,  to  do  in  respect  to  either  whatever 
is  most  conducive  to  his  interest;  to  see,  in  respect  to  his  person,  that  he  is 
maintained  as  comfortably  as  his  unfortunate  situation  wiU  admit  of,  and  his 
pecuniary  resources  will  idlow ;  that  everything  is  done  that  can  be  done  by 
care,  skill  and  medical  treatment,  to  promote  his  general  health,  or  which  may 
contribute  to  the  restoration  of  his  reason. 

Where  an  East  Indian,  temporarily  in  this  State,  became  a  lunatic,  and  it  was 
made  to  appear  to  the  Court,  which  had  appointed  a  committee  of  his  person 
and  estate,  that  it  would  be  to  the  mental  and  physical  advantage  of  the  lunatic, 
to  have  him  sent  home  to  India — Held,  that  the  court  had  the  power  to  do  so. 

Hdd,  further,  tliat  no  probable  expense  should  deter  the  court  from  directing  to 
be  done  whatever  appeared  to  be  most  advantageous  for  the  lunatic  without  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  next  of  kin. 

And  where  the  committee  of  the  person  of  the  lunatic  was  directed  to  take  his 
charge  to  India,  held,  that  it  was  an  exception  to  the  general  rule  that  no  com- 
pensation should  be  allowed  to  the  committee  of  a  lunatic  for  his  personal  ser- 
vices, and  that  he  should  be  properly  remunerated  for  that  services. 

Special  Tebm,  October^  1871. 

MonoK  for  the  traosfer  of  a  lunatic  now  in  the  care  and 
custody  of  the  coart,  to  his  native  country  in  the  East  Indies 
The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

Bvfchham^  Smales  &  Walker^  for  petitioner. 

EAwa/rds  dk  OdeU,  for  committee. 


Salter  <&  Cawvng^  for  British  Consul. 
Vol.  m.— S4 
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Daly,  Chief  Jushce. — This  is  a  renewal  of  an  application 
previously  made  to  me  for  the  transfer  of  Bomanjee  Byramjee 
Colah,  a  lunatic,  now  in  the  care  and  custody  of  this  court,  to 
Bombay,  in  India,  and  as  the  question  of  the  power  of  the 
court  to  grant  the  application,  and  if  it  have  the  power,  the 
further  question,  whether  this  is  a  case  in  which  it  ought  to  be 
exercised  are  of  a  very  novel  character,  it  will  be  necessary,  first 
to  consider  the  circumstances  under  which  the  application  arises. 

Colah  is  a  native  of  Bombay,  of  the  age  of  twenty-six  years, 
and  a  Parsee,  a  well-known  race  in  India,  of  peculiar  religious 
tenets,  habits  and  customs.  He  is  a  married  man,  with  a  wife 
and  two  children,  natives  of  Bombay,  who  are  now  living  there. 
In  the  year  1870  he  left  Bombay,  taking  with  him  personal 
property,  in  money  and  securities,  to  the  value  of  more  than 
$100,000,  being  all  the  property  he  possessed,  and  went  to  Cal- 
cutta, whence  he  proceeded  to  Europe,  and  in  May,  1870,  came 
to  this  city. 

Upon  his  arrival  here,  he  put  up  at  the  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel, 
and  shortly  afterwards  circulated  a  business  card,  describing 
himself  as  an  "  Indiaman,  a  Parsee,"  and  "  New  York  Mer- 
chant," and  giving  as  his  address.  Room  45,  Fifth  Avenue  Hotel. 

From  this  hotel  he  removed  in  a  short  time  to  the  Hoffman 
House,  in  this  city,  and  it  being  apparent  very  soon  after  that 
he  was  insane,  he  was  taken  charge  of  by  the  police  authorities 
and  placed  in  the  hospital  at  Bellevue. 

As  he  was  a  total  stranger,  there  being  no  one  here  who 
knew  anything  about  him,  and  as  he  was  supposed,  from  his 
description  of  himself  as  "  a  Parsee  Merchant,"  and  an  "  India- 
man,"  to  be  a  British  subject.  Her  Britanic  Majesty's  Vice-Con- 
sul  in  this  city,  J.  Pierrepont  Edwards,  Esq.,  applied  to  this 
court  for  a  commission  of  lunacy,  and  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  to  take  charge  of  his  person  and  of  his  estate. 

A  writ  de  lunatico  inquirendo  having  been  granted,  and  it 
appearing  upon  inquisition  that  he  was  a  lunatic,  and  had  per- 
sonal property  in  this  city,  proved  upon  the  inquest  to  be  about 
$40,000,  the  care  of  his  person  was  committed  to  Conner  Jones, 
esq.,  and  of  his  estate  to  Nathaniel  Jarvis,  Jr.,  esq.  Upon  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  his  person,  Colah  was  trans- 
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ferred  from  the  Bellevue  Hospital,  to  a  private  lunatic  asylum, 
at  Fishkill,  and  it  subsequently  appearing  that  Major  A.  G. 
Constable  had,  from  motives  of  humanity,  taken  a  very  active 
interest  in  his  case,  that  that  gentleman  had  been  for  some  years 
a  resident  of  Bombay,  was  familiar  with  the  religious  views, 
usages,  and  pecnliarities  of  the  Parsees,  and  could  communicate 
with  Colah  in  Mahratta,  the  only  tongue  in  which  he  can  or 
will  converse  since  his  insanity,  it  was  deemed  judicious  by  the 
court  to  transfer  the  future  custody  and  care  of  him  to  Major 
Constable,  by  whom  he  was  afterwards  removed  to  the  insane 
asylum  at  Flushing,  where  he  is  now  under  medical  care  and 
treatment. 

It  appeared  upon  the  inquisition,  as  I  have  stated,  that  he 
had  property  amounting  to  $40,000,  but  after  Mr.  Jarvis  was 
appointed  the  committee  of  the  estate,  he  found  among  his 
effects,  in  addition  to  the  property  already  known  to  belong  to 
him,  a  bill  of  lading  for  a  large  shipment  of  gold  to  this  coun- 
try, and  with  great  diflSculty,  and  after  many  and  diligent 
efforts,  Mr.  Jarvis  traced  this  property  into  the  possession  of 
one  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Hoffman  House ;  the  boxes  con- 
taining the  gold  having  in  the  meanwhile  been  opened,  the 
gold  sold,  and  the  proceeds,  amounting  to  $64,000  in  currency, 
deposited  in  a  trust  company  in  this  city,  to  the  credit  of  the  per- 
son by  whom  it  was  withheld,  and  who,  by  a  resort  to  legal  pro- 
ceedings, was  subsequently  compelled  to  give  it  up. 

This  sum,  and  $1,000  in  gold  in  addition  thereto,  together 
with  the  property  found  upon  the  inquisition,  amounting  in  all 
to  $105,000,  has  been  securely  invested  by  Mr.  Jarvis^  under 
the  direction  of  the  court,  in  bonds  and  mortgages  upon  real 
estate  and  other  securities  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  seven 
per  cent.,  and  an  action  brought  by  him  is  now  pending,  to 
recover  the  difference  between .  the  market  value  of  the  gold 
at  the  time  when  it,  was  sold,  and  United  States  currency, 
which,  if  successful,  may  add  about  $8,000  more  to  the 
estate. 

Colah  having  described  himself  as  a  Parsee  merchant,  Mr. 
Jarvis  caused  inquiries  to  be  made  of  some  ^Parsee  merchants 
doing  business  in  London,  and  through  that  channel  discovered 
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that  Colah  was  a  native  of  and  had  come  from  Bombay; 
whereupon  Mr.  Edwarde,  the  vice-consul,  caused  further  inqui- 
ries to  be  made  in  Bombay,  which  resulted  in  the  discovery  of 
the  lunatic's  family  and  relatives,  to  whom  the  consul  communi- 
cated a  knowledge  of  his  situation. 

After  receiving  this  information,  two  of  his  brothers  and 
his  wife  united  in  and  transmitted  to  Mr.  Edwards  a  general 
power  of  attorney,  authorizing  him  to  take  charge  of  Colah's 
person  and  estate ;  under  which,  however,  no  action  was  taken 
by  that  gentleman  until  he  received,  through  the  American 
consul  at  Bombay,  a  communication  from  Heera  Baee,  the 
wife,  requesting  him  to  apply  to  this  court,  on  her  behalf^  for 
the  allowance  of  a  certain  sum  to  meet  her  present  expenses, 
and  for  a  fixed  sum  annually  thereafter  for  the  support  of  her- 
self and  her  children.  This  application  having  been  heard,  the 
court  made  the  usual  order  for  a  reference,  which  is  still  pend- 
ing, a  commission  having  been  despatched  to  Bombay  that  the 
court  might  have  legal  evidence  of  the  necessary  facts  and  such 
information  as  would  enable  it  to  fix  upon  a  proper  allowance ; 
which  commission  has  not  yet  been  returned. 

Pending  this  inquiry,  Framjee  Dosabhoy  C.  Wadia,  the 
fiather-in-law  of  Colah,  arrived  in  this  city  from  Bombay,  with 
a  power  of  attorney  from  Heera  Baee,  the  wife,  authorizing 
him,  on  her  behalf,  to  take  charge  of  the  person  and  property 
of  the  lunatic,  to  bring  him  and  it  to  Bombay,  and  to  make 
such  application  for  that  purpose,  in  her  name,  as  might  be  neces- 
sary. Mr.  Wadia  accordingly  presented  a  petition  in  her  name, 
asking  that  the  person  of  Colah  might  be  placed  in  his  charge, 
and  that  the  money,  securities,  and  other  property  belonging  to 
Colah  should  be  delivered  up  to  him  as  the  authorized  agent 
and  attorney  of  Heera  Baee. 

The  application  for  the  delivery  of  the  property  was  oppoeed 
by  the  British  vice-consul,  through  his  counsel,  who  read  a 
formal  protest,  made  by  the  two  brothers  of  Colah  before 
a  notary  in  Bombay,  to  the  effect  that  Mr.  Wadia  was  not  a 
proper  person  with  whom  to  entrust  either  the  person  or  the 
property. 

The  application  to  place  the  property  in  the  hands  of  Mr. 
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Wadia  was  denied,  for  reasons  which  have  already  been  assigned, 
but  the  application  to  transfer  Oolah  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
court  rests  upon  entirely  different  grounds,  which,  as  set  up  in 
the  petition,  are  substantially  these : 

1.  That  his  entire  life,  before  he  quitted  Bombay,  had  been 
passed  in  that  place ;  that  he,  all  his  relations,  and  nearly  all 
his  connections  and  friends  are  Parsees,  wliose  religious  habits 
and  customs  are  totally  different  from  those  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States ;  that  there  are  no  Parsees  resident  in  this  city, 
nor  any  priest  or  minister  of  that  religion  in  this  country,  and 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  decease  here,  his  remains  would  be  de* 
prived  of  the  performance  of  certain  rites  and  ceremonies 
which  are  deemed  essential  and  vital  by  all  persons  of  the 
religious  faith  in  which  he  has  been  educated  and  has  always 
professed, 

2.  That  the  difference  between  this  climate  and  that  of 
Bombay,  and  the  difference  in  diet  and  the  mode  of  living  here, 
are  unfavorable  to  his  health,  and  have  a  prejudicial  effect  upon 
his  mental  condition. 

3.  That  he  has  ceased  to  be  violent  or  dangerous,  and  is  now 
quiet  and  easily  managed  ;  that  he  rarely  speaks  or  takes  notice 
of  or  exhibits  any  interest  in  what  is  passing  around  him ;  that 
it  is  very  dif&cult  to  arouse  his  attention,  and  that  the  only 
hope  of  restoring  him  lies  in  his  return  to  his  native  country, 
the  society  and  care  of  his  wife,  the  presence  of  his  children, 
and  the  renewal  of  former  associations  with  relations  and 
friends  in  the  scenes  to  which  he  has  been  accustomed  from  his 
infancy. 

The  first  of  these  grounds,  the  importance  in  the  religious 
belief  of  the  Parsees  of  certain  rites  and  ceremonies  over  the 
body  after  death,  was  denied  by  Major  Constable,  who  testified 
that  he  is  well  acquainted  with  the  religious  faith,  usages,  cere- 
monials, and  practices  of  that  people. 

But  the  other  grounds  for  the  removal  were  supported 
by  the  opinions  of  Doctors  Hammond  and  Vance,  two 
prominent  physicians  in  this  city  in  the  specialty  of  mental 
diseases. 

Dr.  Vance,  after  an  account  in  detail  of  his  condition,  ex- 
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presses  the  general  opiniou  that  his  ease  did  not  require  the 
restraints  of  an  asylum ;  that  his  chance  of  ultimate  recovery 
would  be  materially  increased  by  his  removal  therefrom,  and 
that  no  measure  of  a  sanitary  nature  could  be  more  appropri- 
ate than  a  return  to  his  friends  and  the  familiar  surroundingB 
of  his  native  country. 

Dr.  Hammond  was  of  opinion  that  a  sea  voyage  would  be 
highly  beneficial,  and  he  declared  that  he  could  conceive  of  no 
cause  so  likely  to  prove  injurious  to  him  as  his  present  separa- 
tion from  his  family  and  country.  Dr.  Barstow,  the  resident 
physician  of  the  Asylum  at  Flushing,  however,  testified  that 
in  addition  to  the  loss  of  his  reason,  he  was  afflicted  with  cer- 
tain physical  diseases  of  a  very  delicate  and  painful  character, 
whicbj  in  his  opinion,  would  be  materially  aggravated  by  his 
removal  to  Bombay  and  exposure  to  that  climate.  This  con- 
flict of  opinion  being  unsatisfactory,  I  directed,  with  the  view 
of  obtaining  something  more  definite  and  certain,  that  Dr.  J. 
Meredith  Olymer,  a  prominent  practitioner  in  the  specialty  of 
mental  diseases,  and  Dr.  A.  Gescheidt,  a  general  physician  of 
high  standing  and  long  experience  in  this  city,  should  be  added 
to  the  three  gentlemen  above- named,  and  that  the  five  together 
should  examine  Colah  at  the  Asylum,  and  after  consultation, 
report  in  writing,  whether  in  their  judgment,  his  removal  to 
Bombay  would  aid  in  the  recovery  of  his  health,  the  restora- 
tion of  his  mind,  or  promote  his  physical  comfort  and  weU 
being. 

This  examination  and  consultation  was  had,  and  the  five 
physicians  have  unanimously  reported  that,  in  their  opinion, 
his  removal  to  Bombay  will  not  prove  injurious  to  his  physical 
or  mental  health,  and  in  case  he  is  properly  attended,  that  it 
would  be  a  very  expedient  measure. 

Each  physician,  moreover,  as  required  by  the  order  which 
I  made,  gave  his  reasons  in  writing  for  his  individual  opinion, 
and  the  reasons  given  are,  in  my  judgment,  in  the  highest  de- 
gree satisfactory. 

It  remains,  then,  to  determine  whether  this  Court  has  the 
power  to  direct  the  removal  of  Colah  to  a  place  beyond  the 
limits  of  its  own  jurisdiction,  a  question  that  involves  an  in- 
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quiry  into  the  nature  and  the  extent  of  the  authority  vested  in 
the  Court  in  eases  of  this  description. 

The  jurisdiction  assumed  to  be  inherent  in  a  State  over 
that  unfortunate  class  of  persons  within  its  limits,  who  are  de- 
prived of  the  use  of  their  mental  faculties,  may  be  said  to  rest 
upon  two  grounds — First :  Its  duty  to  protect  the  community 
from  the  acts  of  those  who  are  not  under  the  guidance  of  rea- 
son, and,  secondly,  its  duty  to  protect  them,  as  a  class  incap- 
able of  protecting  themselves,  which  has  its  foundation  in  the 
reciprocal  obligations  of  allegiance  and  protection,  which  ex- 
tends to  aliens  and  strangers  who,  while  they  are  within  the 
limits  of  a  State,  are  under  the  obligations  of  a  temporary  and 
local  allegiance,  and  are  entitled  to  its  protection.  (1  Bl. 
Com.,  370;  Cockburn  on  Nationality,  139;  The  Case  of  the 
Prmceea  Bariatinehy,  1  Phil.,  375 ;  Highmore  on  Lunacy,  18 ; 
Powell  on  Legeance  and  Protection,  169,  205. 

In  England,  whence  our  law  respecting  idiots  and  lunatics 
is  derived,  the  custody  and  care  of  this  class  of  persons  and 
their  property  is  a  part  of  the  prerogative  of  the  Sovereign. 
Anciently,  by  the  common  law,  it  was  intrusted  to  tutors,  or 
more  properly,  curators,  the  curator  being  either  the  feudal 
lord  or  the  next  of  kin,  who  in  the  case  of  an  idiot,  as  his  dis- 
ability was  permanent,  took  his  land  and  the  profits  as  the  next 
in  succession,  subject  to  the  obligation  of  supporting  him  dur- 
ing his  life ;  but  in  the  case  of  a  lunatic  who  may  be  restored 
to  his  reason,  the  curator  simply  had  the  custody  of  the  estate 
under  the  obligation  of  applying  the  profits  to  his  support,  and 
retaining  the  excess  that  it  might,  together  with  the  estate,  be 
restored  to  him  if  he  recovered  his  reason,  and  if  not  that  it 
might  be  secured  to  his  heirs.  (Bracton,  lib.  I,  ch.  10,  lib.  V, 
ch.  20;  Fleta,  lib.  I,  ch.  11,  §  10,  p.  6;  Mirror  of  Justices,  46, 
74,  98, 123, 130 ;  Year  Books,  32  Edw.  I,  p.  272 ;  Beverly's 
Case,  4  Co.,  127;  1  Bl.  Com.,  302 ;  Fitz,  N.  B. ;  232  Shep.  Ct. 
Keeper,  ch.  22,  p.  172 ;  Bacon's  Discourse  on  the  Laws  of 
England,  from  Selden's  Notes,  175,  176 ;  Beeves'  History  of 
the  English  Law,  by  Finlason,  Introduction,  xc  to  ci,  vol.  11, 
ch.  12,  p.  193,  and  note  a.) 

But  this  practice  being  attended  with  great  abuses,  the 
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King,  Bs  parens  patricBy  or  common  cmrator  of  the  realm,  iw- 
Bumed  ae  early  as  the  reign  of  Henry  I,  exclnsiv'e  joriBdiction 
over  this  class  of  persons  and  their  estates,  and  in  the  statute 
De  Prerogitma  Regu^  passed  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II,  (17 
Edw.  II,  eh.  9, 10,)  it  was  placed  amongst  the  King's  prero- 
gatives ;  that  statute,  declaring  that  the  King  should  have  the 
custody  of  the  lands  of  "  natural  fools,"  and  the  profits,  with 
the  obligation  of  maintaining  them,  and  that  with  respect  to 
those  who  had  had  "  their  wit  and  memory,"  but  had  lost  it, 
that  the  King  should  provide  that  their  lands  should  be  safely 
kept ;  that  they  and  their  households  should  be  maintained  out 
of  the  profits  of  their  estates,  and  that  the  residue  should  be 
kept  to  their  use,  to  be  delivered  to  them  when  they  came  to 
'*  their  right  mind ; "  a  jurisdiction  or  power  which  was  not, 
as  has  been  supposed,  derived  from  the  statute,  but  rests  on  the 
broader  ground  of  the  duty  of  a  Sovereign,  as  pa/ren%  paiariiB^ 
to  take  care  of  those  who,  by  reason  of  their  imbecility  or 
want  of  understanding,  are  incapable  of  taking  care  of  them- 
selves, a  principle  introduced  into  the  common  law  at  a  very 
early  period  from  the  Roman  law  of  the  Twelve  Tables,  (Inst. 
B..  tit.  1,  23,  §§  3,  4;  Dig.,  27, 10, 1,  67  ;  Maynz  Elements  du 
Droit  Romaine,  torn.  1,  §  106 ;  Ortolan's  Generalisation  du 
Droit  Eomaine,  94,  95,  96,  97;  Shep.  Abm.,  Part  3,  p.  71); 
and  which,  upon  the  authority  of  Selden,  was  one  of  the 
liberties  and  privileges  secured  by  Magna  Charta.  (Bacon's 
Discourse  on  Selden 's  Notes,  p.  176,  5  m.) 

This  duty  was  first  discharged  by  the  king's  committing  the 
custody  of  such  persons  and  of  their  estates  to  proper  com- 
mittees in  each  particular  case ;  but  it  was  afterwards  traus- 
ferred  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  not  in  his  capacity  as  chancellor, 
or  as  a  part  of  his  equitable  jurisdiction,  but  as  the  king's 
delegate  in  the  exercise  of  his  special  jurisdiction,  (Fleta,  6 ; 
Reeves'  History  of  English  Law,  by  Finlason,  vol,  II,  ch.  12, 
p.  193,  and  note  a ;  Staunford  Pr.  Reg.,  33  ;  1  Bl.  Com.,  308; 
3  id.y  427;  In  the  Matter  of  Edi,  3  Atk.,  635  ;  B/ypwrte  PhSr 
lips,  19  Ves.,  122) ;  and  the  exercise  of  it  in  England,  through 
many  centuries,  has  resulted  in  the  formation  of  a  body  of  prece- 
dents and  rules  constituting  a  distinct  branch  of  jurisprudence. 
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So  moch  of  the  law  as  formed  a  part  of  the  king's  pre- 
rogative and  was  applicable  under  our  republican  form  of 
government  was,  upon  our  separation  from  Great  Britain  at 
the  Eevolution,  vested  in  the  people,  and  this  especial  jurisdic- 
tion was,  in  this  State,  by  legislative  enactments  transferred  to 
ced;ain  judicial  tribunals  that  have  administered  it  in  accord- 
ance with  the  rules  and  principles  which  the  course  of  experi- 
ence in  England  has  pointed  out  as  the  most  just,  practicable 
and  judicious. 

This  Oonrt  has  been  one  of  those  designated  tribunals  since 
1854,  having  committed  to  it  by  statute  the  '^  care  and  custody 
of  the  person  and  estate  of  a  lunatic  or  person  of  unsound 
mind  "  when  he  resides  in  the  City  and  County  of  New  York. 
(Code  of  Procedure,  §  30  ;  Laws  of  New  York  of  1854,  p.  464, 
§  6), — an  authority  that  carried  vnth  it  all  the  power  that  was 
exercised  in  such  cases  by  the  Lord  Chancellor  in  Great  Britain, 
or  by  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  this  State,  when  this  jurisdic- 
tion was  entrusted  exclusively  to  that  tribunal.  Justice  Harris 
has  said,  in  John  Maaon^s  Casey  (1  Barb.,  441,)  that,  as  our 
statute  has  conferred  this  jurisdiction  "  without  restriction  or 
limitation,  the  manner  in  which  the  control  thus  given  is  to 
be  exercised  by  the  Court  is  entirely  a  matter  of  discretion." 
Which,  however,  must  be  understood  with  this  qualification, 
that  it  is  a  discretion  regulated  and  restricted  by  certain  rules 
and  principles  that  have  always  been  acted  upon  both  in  this 
country  and  in  England. 

It  may  be  said  in  general  terms,  in  relation  to  the  nature 
and  extent  of  this  jurisdiction,  that  the  care  and  custody  of  a 
lunatic  and  of  his  estate  necessarily  imply  both  the  right  and 
the  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Court  to  do  in  respect  to  either 
whatever  is  most  conducive  to  his  interest ;  to  see,  in  respect 
to  his  person,  that  he  is  maintained  as  comfortably  as  his  un- 
fortunate situation  will  admit  of  and  his  pecuniary  resources 
will  allow ;  that  everything  is  done  that  can  be  done  by  care, 
skill  and  -medical  treatment,  to  promote  his  general  health,  or 
which  will  or  may  contribute  to  the  restoration  of  his  reason. 
His  interest  is  the  chief  consideration,  and,  therefore,  great 
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care  has  always  been  taken  not  to  entrust  the  custody  of  his 
person  or  his  estate  to  those  who  may  be  pecuniarily  benefited 
by  his  death,  or  whose  interest  it  is  to  keep  his  property  from 
diminishing,  unless  the  officer  exercising  the  power  is  satisfied 
that  it  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  his  bodily  and  mental 
condition,  that  those  who  stand  in  the  relation  to  him  of  blood 
and  natural  affection  should  have  the  custody  and  care  of  him. 
Nor  will  the  interest  of  heirs  or  next  of  kin  be  at  all  con- 
sidered in  any  outlay  that  may  be  made  for  his  comfort  or 
benefit,  or  in  determining  what  is  most  conducive  to  his  inter- 
est, either  in  the  care  of  his  person  or  in  the  management  of 
his  estate. 

"The  King,"  said  Lord  Hardwicke  in  Roberta  Case,  (3 
Atk.,  308,)  **  is  quad  a  trustee  for  the  Itmatic's  benefit  arUy.^^ 
Lord  Macclesfield  declared  that,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a 
lunatic  is  never  looked  upon  as  beyond  the  possibility  of  re- 
covery, and  added,  ".It  is  his  benefit  and  comfort  I  am  to  take 
care  of,  and  not  to  heap  up  wealth  for  the  benefit  of  his  ad- 
ministrator or  next  of  kin.  {Dormer's  Case^  2  P.  Wm.,  266.) 
And  Lord  Northington  afterwards  declared  that,  "In  the 
management  of  the  lunatic's  estate,  the  ruling  principle  is  to 
do  what  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  lunatic."  {Mo^rte  Grirn^ 
stone^  Amb.,  707.) 

Lord  Loughborough,  in  adverting  to  the  precedents  and 
orders  of  previous  Chancellors  in  the  exercise  of  this  delicate 
jurisdiction,  said  that  there  was  one  pervading  principle,  which 
was  that  the  trust  was  administered  solely  in  the  interest  of 
the  lunatic  himself,  that  nothing  could  be  more  mischievous 
than  to  consider  how  his  successor  might  be  affected  by  what 
was  done,  and  that  the  Chancellors  had  always  shut  out  of 
their  view  all  consideration  of  eventual  interests,  and  considered 
only  the  interest  of  the  person  under  their  care.  {Oocenden  v. 
Zard  Comptm^  2  Ves.  Jr.,  72.) 

"  A  lunatic,"  says  Lord  Eldon,  in  Chumley^a  Case,  (1  Ves. 
Jr.,  296,)  "  is  to  have  every  comfort  that  his  circumstances  will 
admit  of."  And  he  said  in  another  case,  EayparU  Whitbread^ 
(2  Meriv.,  99,)  "the  Court  has  nothing  to  consider  but  the  situa- 
tion of  the  lunatic  himself,  always  looking  to  the  probability 
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of  his  recovery,  and  never  regarding  the  interest  of  the  next  of 
kin.  *  *  The  Court  does  nothing  v^antonly  or  unne- 
cessarily to  alter  the  lunatic's  property ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
takes  care  of  it  for  his  sake,  that,  if  he  recover,  he  shall  find 
his  estate  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  same  condition  as  he  left 
it,  applying  the  property  in  the  mean  time,  as  the  Court  thinks 
it  would  have  been  wise  and  prudent  in  the  lunatic  himself  to 
apply  it,  if  he  had  been  capable."  To  which  I  may  add  the 
observation  of  Chancellor  Kent,  in  Eunice  Saliabery's  Case^  (3 
Johns.  Ch.,  347,)  that  "the  governing  principle  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  estate,  is  the  lunatic's  interest,  not  that  of  those 
who  may  have  eventual  rights  of  succession.  "See,  also.  Matter 
of  Livingston^  (1  Johns.  Ch.  436);  Matter  of  Taylor^  (9  Paige, 
611)  Matter  of  WUloughby,  (11  Paige,  259);  Matter  of  Eeeny, 
(2  Barb.  Ch.,  326) ;  Shep.  Abm.,  Part  3,  p.  71. 

I  have  referred  to  the  authority  of  these  eminent  judges,  in 
the  exposition  of  the  nature  of  this  jurisdiction,  and  of  the 
principles  which  govern  in  the  exercise  of  it,  because  it  indi- 
cates the  extent  of  the  power  with  which  the  Court  is  clothed, 
and  because  what  I  am  asked  to  do  involves  a  \&rj  heavy  ex- 
penditure and  charge  upon  the  lunatic's  estate,  which  I  should 
not  impose  unless  it  be  clear  that  1  have  the  power  to  do  so, 
and  that  it  is  necessary  for  his  benefit. 

Acting  upon  the  general  principle,  that  the  court  is  irapow- 
ered  to  do  whatever  is  best  for  the  lunatic  himself,  without  any 
regard  to  the  eft'ect  it  may  have  upon  the  ultimate  interests  of 
others,  it  becomes  very  plain  to  my  mind,  that  if  the  removal 
of  him  to  a  place  beyond  the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court  is,  as  a  sanitary  measure,  essential  to  him  and  for  his 
benefit,  it  is  competent  for  the  court  to  direct  it  to  be  done, 
and  so  far  as  it  has  the  means,  to  see  that  it  is  carried  out.  It 
is  true,  that  the  custody  of  a  lunatic  is  always  given  by  the 
court  to  a  committee,  and  that  when  this  committee  goes  with 
his  charge  beyond  tlie  jurisdiction  of  the  court,  it  has  no  longer 
any  power  or  control  over  either ;  but  this  does  not  constitute 
a  sufficient  reason  for  keeping  the  lunatic  within  the  court's  terri- 
torial limits,  when,  in  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  most  compe- 
tent to  judge,  the  effect  of  so  doing  is  prejudicial  to  his  health, 
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and  tends  to  lessen  the  chances  of  his  recoYery.  The  conrt  is  to 
do  what  is  for  his  benefit,  and  when  it  has  taken  every  pre- 
caution, in  seeing  that  he  is  entrusted  to  the  charge  of  a  person 
who,  in  the  judgment  of  the  court,  will  faithfully  execute  the 
trust  committed  to  him,  by  taking  the  lunatic  to  the  designated 
place,  and  who  will  fulfill  every  instruction  given,  for  the  faith- 
ful discharge  of  that  delicate  duty,  the  court  does  what  it  ought 
to  do  under  the  circumstances,  and  in  so  doing,  but  carries  out 
the  philanthropic  purpose  which  lies  at  the  very  foundation  rf 
the  jurisdiction  which  it  consents  to  give  up. 

I  do  not  find  in  the  reports  any  adjudged  case  covering  the 
precise  point  here  presented.  In  re  Baohett  (3  Irish.  Ch.  R 
375),  the  lunatic  was  transferred  from  Ireland  to  England.  It 
was  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  chancellor  having  custody 
of  his  person,  but  the  jurisdiction  of  each  chancellor  was  a  part 
of  the  prerogative  of  the  same  sovereign.  In  the  matter  of 
Houstoun  (1  Rus.  311),  the  lunatic  was  brought  by  his  commit- 
tee from  Jamaica  to  England,  for  the  benefit  of  his  health,  but 
by  what  authority  is  not  stated,  the  only  point  in  the  case  being 
whether  another  commission  was  requisite  in  England,  which 
the  court  held  was  necessary.  In  Biggs  v.  Terry  (1  Myl.  & 
Craig,  675),  an  infant  ward  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  was 
allowed,  upon  application,  to  go  to  France  to  see  his  father,  in 
the  custody  of  a  person  giving  security  that  he  would  bring 
him  back  within  a  given  period  ;  and  in  re  Jones  (1  Pr.  461), 
leave  was  given  for  a  lunatic,  under  particular  circumstances, 
to  reside  in  Scotland,  his  committee,  who  resided  in  England, 
undertaking  to  bring  him  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
whenever  required. 

Although  th^Se  cases  have  some  bearing  upon  the  question 
before  me,  they  are  not  precisely  analogous,  but  there  is  an  un- 
reported case  exactly  in  point,  of  which  1  have  been  advised  by 
W.  W.  Van  Wagoner,  Esq.,  the  professional  gentleman  by 
whom  it  was  instituted.  In  the  year  1840,  John  Gravillon,  a 
well-known  wealthy  French  merchant  in  this  city,  and  an  alien, 
became  insane,  and  was  placed  in  the  asylum  at  Bloomingdale. 
A  commission  of  lunacy  having  been  granted,  and  a  committee 
of  his  person  and  estate  appointed,  the  committee,  upon  a  oer«> 
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tificate  of  the  resident  physician  of  the  asylum,  that  an  im- 
provement of  Mr.  Gra Villon's  general  health  might  be  expected 
from  a  sea  voyage,  applied  to  Vice-Chancellor  McCoun  for 
authority  to  send  him  to  France  in  charge  of  a  physician  and 
two  nurses,  and  to  place  him  in  a  Maison  de  Sante  in  Paris. 
The  application  was  granted.  Re  was  taken  to  France  and 
placed  in  an  institution  in  Paris,  where  he  died  two  years 
afterwards,  and  the  expense  incnrred  was  paid  out  of  his 
estate. 

My  conclusion,  after  this  reviefw  of  the  law  is,  that  I  have 
the  power ;  and  in  respect  to  the  expediency  and  necessity  of 
its  exercise,  I  regard  the  opinions  of  the  five  physicians  as  con- 
clusive. 

The  views  of  Drs.  Hammond  and  Yance  have  already  been 
suflBciently  stated.  Dr.  Clymer  reports  that  the  unsoundness 
of  mind  with  which  Colah  is  affected  is  not  of  a  kind  to  be 
aggravated  by  a  voyage  to  Bombay,  if  he  is  properly  cared  for 
and  attended  during  the  voyage ;  that  there  is  a  possibility  of 
improvement  of  his  disorder  by  a  return  to  his  own  country, 
where  he  will  be  amongst  friends  and  those  of  similar  habits, 
language,  and  religion  ;  and  that  there  is  a  lunatic  asylum  at 
Bombay  which  the  doctor  believes,  from  common  report,  to  be 
equal  to  those  in  this  country,  and  where  Colah  can  be  treated 
by  equally, skillful  physicians;  in  which  report  of  Dr.  Clymer, 
Dr.  Gescheidt  fully  concura ;  and  the  resident  physician  of  the 
asylum,  Dr.  Barstow,  is  of  the  opinion,  that  if  the  same  daily 
care  and  supervision  can  be  continued  during  the  journey,  and 
the  same  relief  and  protection  afforded  him  that  he  has  hitherto 
received,  the  journey  may  be  safely  and  advantageously  accom- 
plished. 

Major  Constable  having  consented  to  take  charge  of  him, 
my  instructions  are  that  he  shall  take  him  by  the  next  steamer 
which  leaves  here,  to  connect  with  a  steamer  on  the  Pacific,  to 
San  Francisco.  That  from  San  Francisco  he  shall  take  him  by 
steamer  to  Hong  Kong,  and  from  thence  by  steamer  to  Bom- 
bay, and  upon  his  arrival  at  Bombay,  place  him  in  the  institu- 
tion referred  to  by  Dr.  Clymer.  That  the  nurse  that  has 
hitherto  had  charge  of  him  at  the  institution,  at  Flushing,  shall 
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go  with  him,  and  continue  the  same  care  and  attention  he  has 
hitherto  bestowed,  until  he  is  placed  in  the  institution  in  Bom- 
bay. It  is  suggested  in  a  letter  of  Dr.  Barstow  to  Major  Con- 
stable, that  he  should  be  accompanied  by  Dr.  J.  C.  Godfrey,  an 
assistant  physician  of  the  Flushing  Institution.  This  will  in- 
volve a  heavy  additional  expense,  amounting,  upon  the  esti- 
mate made,  to  over  $4,000.  I  hesitate  to  subject  the  estate  to 
this  charge,  it  being  my  impression  that  the  services  of  an 
attending  physician  can  be  necessary  during  this  journey  only 
in  view  of  (/olah's  bodily  ailments,  and  as  there  is  a  physician 
attached  to  each  of  the  steamers,  throughout  the  entire  route, 
he  will  have  the  benefit  of  their  medical  aid,  which,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  experience  of  the  nurse,  who  has  had  him  in 
charge  for  some  time,  and  the  supervision  of  the  very  intel- 
ligent gentleman  who  goes  out  as  his  committee,  will,  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  be  sufficient  to  secure  his  safe  transit  from  here  to 
Bombay.  That  will  itself  involve  a  very  heavy  expense,  to 
which  must  be  added  the  remuneration  of  the  various  counsel, 
who  have  appeared  in  this  proceeding  either  on  behalf  of  the 
British  consul,  the  committees,  or  the  wife  in  making  this 
application.  It  may  be,  however,  that  I  am  mistaken  in  this 
matter,  and  that  an  accompanying  physician  is  indispensable. 
If  the  five  medical  gentlemen,  therefore,  who  have  heretofore 
acted,  will  certify  to  me,  in  writing,  that  it  would  not  be  safe  to 
trust  to  the  physicians  atttached  to  the  steamers,  and  that,  in 
their  judgment,  an  accompanying  physician  is  requisite,  it  will 
be  so  ordered. 

Major  Constable,  upon  his  arrival  in  Bombay,  will  imme- 
diately notify  the  wife  and  relatives  of  the  presence  there  of 
Colah,  and  if  they,  or  some  one  of  them,  do  not  apply  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  at  the  earliest  possible  period,  then 
Major  Constable  is  instructed  to  make  the  application  himself  to 
the  proper  judicial  tribunal  or  judge  within  the  jurisdiction,  and 
will  bring  back  with  him  duly  authenticated  evidence  of  the 
appointment,  and  of  the  asylum  or  institution  in  which  Colah 
is  placed. 

If  such  an  event  should  happen  as  the  death  of  Colah  dur- 
ing the  journey,  then  after  discharging  the  last  duties  to  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


NEW  YORK— OOTOBBE,  1871.  543 

In  the  Matter  of  Bomanjee  Byramjee  Colah,  a  Lnnatic. 

remains,  Major  Constable  and  the  nurse  will  procseed  no  farther, 
bnt  return  to  this  city,  and  upon  Major  Constable's  return,  he 
will  make  an  official  report,  as  a  committee,  of  all  that  he  has 
done.    The  committee  of  the  estate  will  be  directed  to  pay  out 
such  sums  as  may  be  subsequently  directed  by  order,  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  journey  from  here  to  Bombay,  and  upon 
Major  Constable's  return,  the  court  will  adjust  and  fix  upon  a 
proper  sum  to  be  paid  to  him  out  of  the  estate  for  the  discharge 
of  this  trust,  which  will  not  be  regulated  by  the  commissions 
given  by  Eevised  Statutes  to  executors,  administrators,  or 
guardians  (2  R.  S.  93,  §  58),  as  is  the  rule  in  committees  of  the 
estate.    In  the  matter  of  Livingston  (2  Denio,  575 ;  id.  9  Paige, 
440),  that  measure  not  being  applicable  where  there  is  a 
separate  committee  of  the  person,  but  will  be  regarded  as  an  " 
actual  and  necessary  expense,  which  would  have  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  estate  to  some  one,  and  is  incurred  in  this  instance  to 
the  gentleman  who  is  the  committee  of  the  person,  for  the 
reason  that  he  can  communicate  with  the  lunatic  in  the  only 
tongue  in  which  he  can  or  will  speak,  and  is  from  that  and 
many  other  reasons,  a  most  appropriate  one  to  whom  to  con- 
fide the  execution  of  this  most  delicate  and  very  responsible 
trust,  which  it  would  be  unreasonable  to  expect  him  to  dis- 
chai^e,  for  the  benefit  of  this  friendless  stranger,  unless  he  is 
remunerated  for  his  time  and  trouble.    It  will  involve,  in  the 
meanwhile,  the  abandonment  of  his  business  here,  and  is  to  be 
regarded  like  the  cases  of  Amteely  (Amb.  78),  of  Errington 
(Jacob,  406 ;  2  Euss.  567),  and  of  Ord  (Jacob,  94),  as  an  ex- 
ceptional one  to  the  general  rule,  that  no  compensation  will  be 
allowed  to  the  committee  of  a  lunatic  for  his  personal  services. 
(Anon.,  10  Ves.  103 ;  Shelford  on  Lunacy,  163.) 

The  final  order  may  be  settled  upon  one  day's  notice. 
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Abern  v.  The  Nationol  Staamsbip  Compoiy. 


Michael  Aheen  v.  The  National  Steamship  CoMPAirr. 

LoEw,  J.  [Dissenting.*] — ^During  the  six  years  that  I  pre- 
sided in  one  of  the  district  courts,  I  uniformly  held  that  those 
courts  had  no  jurisdiction  in  actions  against  foreign  cor- 
porations. 

But  when  this  case  was  heretofore  before  us,  my  coUeagpes 
(Chief  Justice  Daly  and  Judge  Van  Brunt)  and  I  came  to  the 
conclusion  that  we  could  hold  that  those  courts  have  jurisdic- 
tions in  such  actions  without  doing  violence  to  those  provisions 
of  law  which  it  was  claimed  conferred  such  jurisdiction  upon 
them. 

Perhaps  the  fact  that  there  are  a  great  many  foreign  cor- 
porations doing  business  in  this  city,  the  clerks  and  agents  of 
which,  as  also  the  large  number  of  other  persons  who  con- 
stantly have  small  claims  against  these  corporations,  are,  for 
obvious  reasons,  practically  remediless,  so  far  as  enforcing  their 
demands  is  concerned,  unless  those  courts  possess  that  juris- 
diction, influenced  us  to  a  great  extent  in  arriving  at  that 
conclusion. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  I  was  aware  at  that  time  of  all  that  is 
now  advanced  and  urged,  in  order  to  show  that  they  do  not 
possess  that  jurisdiction ;  and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  I  ex- 
pressed a  doubt  in  the  opinion  delivered  by  me  (see  39  How. 
Pr.  403)  as  to  the  correctness  of  our  decision. 

That  doubt  still  remains,  but  it  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to 
cause  me  to  change  the  views  I  have  heretofore  expressed  on 
the  subject. 

In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  respecting  this  case,  and 
the  fact  that  we  have  allowed  appeals  to  the  court  of  last 
resort  in  two  other  cases,  involving  or  comprehending  this 


*  The  dissentiDg  opiDion  was  inadvertently^  omitted  in  the  report  of  the 
ante,  p.  899. 
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Ahem  y.  The  National  Steamship  Company. 

same  point,  it  Beems  to  me  we  Bhould  adhere  to  oar  former 
decision,  unless  we  are  satisfied,  beyond  all  doubt,  that  it  was 
erroneous. 

However,  as  the  Chief  Judge  now  agrees  with  Judge 
Robinson,  that  these  courts  do  not  possess  the  jurisdiction 
referred  to,  and  that  the  judgment  should  be  reversed,  it  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything  further. 


Vol.  UI.— 86 
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Opinion  upon  the  power  df  the  judges  of  the  CovH  of  Com- 
.  mon  Pleas  for  the  city  cmd  amnty  of  New  York  to  act 
as  justices  of  the  peace  within  that  city  amd  cou/nly. 

A  question  aroee  in  one  of  the  higher  courts  of  Virginia  as  to  the  validity  of  the 
acknowledgment  of  a  mortgage  taken  in  this  city  before  Judge  Brady,  as  a 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  The  law  of  Virginia  requires  that  ac- 
knowledi^ents  of  instruments  taken  out  of  that  State  shall  be  taken  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  place  where  the  acknowledgment  is  made,  and  the 
point  raised  in  this  case  was,  whether  Judge  Brady  was  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
A  commission  was  sent  to  New  York  for  the  examination  of  one  or  more  of  the 
judges  of  this  Court,  and  the  letter  here  printed  was  returned  upon  the  commis- 
sion, which  was  deemed  satisfactory  by  the  court  in  Virginia,  and  the  acknowl- 
edgment was  held  to  be  valid. 

The  question  submitted  to  me  is,  was  Judge  Brady  on  the 
10th  of  February,  1866,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  if  he  was, 
what  was  the  extent  of  his  authority  as  such  ?  He  was  at  that 
time  an  associate  justice  of  this  court,  and,  as  such,  ex  officio  a 
justice  of  the  peace  with  power  to  do  any  act  which  a  justice 
of  th^  peace  may  do  within  the  city  and  county  of  New  York, 
except  such  acts  as  are  by  statute  to  be  performed  only  by  the 
particular  justices  designated. 

When  this  question  was  first  propounded  to  me,  I  answered 
it  by  letter  in  the  affirmative,  but  learning  that  my  general 
answer  is  not  regarded  by  the  parties  in  Virginia  as  satisfac- 
tory, that  a  commission  has  been  issued  to  take  my  deposi- 
tion, and  not  knowing  upon  what  ground  the  objection  in  the 
Court  in  Virginia  is  founded,  I  find  it  necessary  to  go  into 
considerable  detail  to  give  an  account  of  this  jurisdiction,  which 
is  involved  with  the  past  history  of  this  court,  and  somewhat 
complicated. 

The  city  and  county  of  New  York  include  the  same  terri- 
tory— that  is,  the  boundaries  of  the  city  and  county  are  pre- 
cisely the  same  (Charter  of  the  City  by  Governor  Montgomery 
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in  1730,  §  2 ;  liws  of  New  York  for  1788,  p.  148;  2  Rev. 
Stat.,  p.  2) ;  and  hence  the  words  "  city  and  county  "  are  al- 
most invariably  connected  together  in  our  statutes,  docoments, 
and  other  proceedings  relating  to  either. 

The  Oonrt  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  city  is  now  the  only 
court  of  that  name  in  the  State.  Its  territorial  jurisdiction  is 
limited  to  the  city  and  county,  but  in  all  other  respects  it  has 
general  jurisdiction  in  law  and  equity  to  an  unlimited  amount. 
It  is,  and  always  has  been,  a  court  of  record.  Its  judgments 
are  reversible  only  in  the  courts  of  last  resort  in  the  State,  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  and  it  is  itself  the  appellate  court  of  all  in- 
ferior courts  of  civil  jurisdiction  within  the  said  city  and 
county.  It  is  by  statute  declared  to  be  the  county  court  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York  (Laws  of  New  York  for 
1821,  ch.  72,  §  2),  and  the  judges  thereof,  whenever  that  name 
occurs,  are  the  county  judges.  It  was  the  first  court  of  the 
State,  having  been  established  in  1650,  when  New  York  was  a 
Dutch  colony,  known  by  the  name  of  New  Netherland,  and  was 
originally  created  by  an  ordinance  of  the  States  General  of 
Holland,  under  the  name  of  "  The  Court  of  Burgomasters  and 
Schepens,"  a  Burgomaster  being  equivalent  to  the  English 
Mayor,  and  the  Schepens  to  Aldermen,  audit  was  alike  a  muni- 
cipal council  and  a  court  of  justice. 

When  the  province  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  English, 
in  1664,  the  court  was  retained  until  1665,  when  the  Colonial 
Governor  Nicolls  commissioned  for  the  government  of  the  city 
a  mayor  and  five  aldermen,  and  these  oflBcers  became  the 
judges  of  the  court,  the  mayor  taking  the  place  of  the  burgo- 
master, and  the  aldermen  that  of  schepens.  The  course  of 
procedure  was  changed  so  as  to  assimilate  it  to  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  m  England,  being  like  that  court  "  settled  in 
one  certain  place,"  *  and  that  name  was  given  to  it,  although 
it  was  popularly  known  as  the  Mayor's  Court,  he  being  the 
chief  presiding  officer,  and  it  continued  to  be  known  by  that 
name  down  to  1821. 

By  a  code  of  laws  adopted  in  1664,  called  "  The  Imke's 
Laws,"  a  court  of  original,  general  and  appellate  jurisdiction 
for  the  whole  province  was  established,  called  "  The  Court  of 

*  The  Clerks*  Inetnictor,  vol.  2,  p.  1 ;  GUbert'e  Common  Pleas,  ch.  1. 
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provincial  power  and  authority,  this  was  the  equivalent  of  th© 
Court  of  King's  Bench  in  England,  and  Courts  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  were,  from  time  to  time,  held  under  a  special  com- 
mission from  the  colonial  governor.  The  province,  exclusive 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  was  divided  into  three 
Assise,"  held  once  a  year  in  the  city  of  New  York.  In  its 
tidings,  and  in  each  riding  a  certain  number  of  justices  of  the 
peace  were  commissioned  by  the  governor,  and  the  justices  of 
the  "riding"  held,  within  its  limits,  in  every  town  a  court, 
twice  a  year,  called  "  The  Court  of  Sessions,"  for  the  trial  of 
petty  offenses  and  of  civil  causes  where  the  amount  did  not 
exceed  forty  shillings,  and  all  these  justices  were  ex  officio 
members  of  the  Court  of  Assise. 

In  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  all  the  powers  of 
these  officers,  as  justices  of  the  peace,  were  vested  in,  and 
exercised  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen.  As  ex  officio  justices 
of  the  peace,  they  sat  in  the  Court  of  Assise,  and  the  mayor 
and  aldermen  have  continued,  from  that  time  to  the  present, 
to  exercise  vrithin  the  city  and  county  of  New  York  the  func- 
tions of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  their  right  to  do  so  has  been 
repeatedly  recognized  and  affirmed  in  subsequent  statutes. 

In  1683  an  act  was  passed  and  ratified  by  the  king,  "  to  set- 
tle courts  of  justice  in  the  province."  It  created  in  every  town 
a  court  for  the  trial  of  small  causes  of  the  value  of  forty  shil- 
lings ;  to  be  held  without  a  jury  by  three  persons  commissioned 
by  the  governor ;  a  court  of  sessions  for  each  county,  for  the 
trial  of  criminal  and  civil  cases,  with  a  jury,  to  be  held  by  any 
three  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  county ;  a 
court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  to  be  held  annually  for  the  trial  of 
civil  and  criminal  causes,  into  which  any  action  might  be  re- 
moved when  the  damages  claimed  was  £5  or  upwards,  and  a 
court  of  chancery,  held  by  the  governor  and  his  council,  or  a 
chancellor  appointed  by  the  governor.  This  act  did  not  inter- 
fere with  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  or  Mayor's  Court,  of 
New  York,  which  continued  to  be  held  as  before ;  but  the 
Cou^  of  Sessions  provided  for  in  each  county,  was  held  in  New 
YorK,  but  with  a  different  arrangement  from  that  of  the  other 
courts,  which  I  will  explain. 

In  the  English  cities,  the  corporations,  if  they  had  by  the 
common  law  or  by  the  king's  grant,  a  Court  of  Eecord  within 


Digitized  by 


Google 


550  APPENDIX. 

their  precinct,  were  allowed  to  associate  with  the  mayor,  "for 
his  better  instruction  in  matters  of  justice ; "  and  that  the  "pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  might  be  conducted  according  to  law,"  an 
officer  "  well  versed  and  experienced  in  the  law,"  called  a  Ee- 
corder,  who  delivered  the  sentences  or  judgments  of  the  court 
and  certified  the  city  records  and  customs.  He  was  not,  like 
the  mayor,  elected  for  a  fixed  period,  but  a  permanent  officer, 
and  was,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  of  the 
quorum^^  that  is,  one  without  whom  the  others  could  not  pro- 
ceed. 

An  officer  of  this  description,  at  the  request  of  the  city 
authorities  and  with  the  approbation  of  the  king,  was  appointed 
by  Governor  Dougan,  in  1684,  who  sat  with  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  or  Mayor's  Court, 
and  he,  as  the  chief  officer,  together  with  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men, held  every  three  months,  in  the  city,  the  Court  of  Ses- 
sions referred  to. 

This  state  of  things  was  ratified  and  confirmed  to  the  city 
by  the  charter  granted  by  Governor  Dougan  in  1686.  This 
charter  declared  (§  15)  that  there  should  be  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  one  Court  of  Commum  Pleas  for  all  ac- 
tions of  debt,  trespass,  case,  detinue,  ejectment,  and  other  pei^ 
sonal  actions,  to  be  held  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen, 
or  any  three  of  them  ;  of  whom  the  mayor  or  recorder  should 
always  be  one ;  and  it  also  declared  (§  8)  that  the  mayor,  re- 
corder, and  aldermen  should  be  justices  of  the  peace,  to  hear 
and  determine  matters  and  causes  within  the  said  city  and  liber- 
ties and  precincts  thereof,"  and  that  any  three  of  them,  of 
whom  the  mayor  or  recorder  should  be  one,  should  have  author- 
ity to  hear  and  determine  all  petty  larcenies,  riots,  oppressions, 
extortions,  or  other  trespasses  and  offenses,  in  any  way  belong- 
ing to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  according  to  the  law  of 
England.  Before  this  charter,  th^  Court  of  Common  Pleas  sat 
every  three  weeks,  but  the  Quarter  Sessions^  in  which  the  re- 
corder was  the  chief  officer,  sat  only  four  times  a  year,  and  as 
it  exercised  both  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  was  regarded 
as  a  court  of  higher  grade,  but  as  the  Common  Pleas  had  equal 
civil  jurisdiction  and  sat  more  frequently,  it  gradually  absorbed 
that  class  of  business,  and,  after  a  period  of  three  years,  the 
Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  ceased  to  exercise  any  civil  jurisdic- 
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tiQB  whatever,  its  right  to  do  so  being  questionable  after  the 
charter,  and  it  became  known  thereafter  simply  as  the  Court 
of  Sessions,  the  title  which  it  now  bears. 

In  1691  the  judicial  system  of  the  province  was  reorganized 
by  an  act  of  the  colonial  legislature.  The  Court  of  Chancery 
was  retained,  and  a  Supreme  Court  of  judicature  was  estab- 
lished, "  to  have  cognizance  of  all  pleas,  civil,  criminal,  and 
mixed,  as  fully  and  amply  as  the  courts  of  King's  Bench, 
Common  Fleas,  or  Exchequer,"  in  England.  By  this  act  the 
town  courts  were  changed  into  courts  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
to  be  held  by  one  jnstice  and  two  freeholders,  with  jurisdiction 
to  the  extent  of  forty  shillings,  and  it  created  a  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  as  a  county  court  for  each  county,  to  be  held  by  a 
judge  and  three  justices,  appointed  and  commissioned  to  hold 
it ;  the  judge  being  known  as  the  first  judge,  and  the  other 
three  as  assistant  justices.  It  also  provided  for  a  Court  of  Ses- 
sions of  criminal  jurisdiction  in  every  county,  held  by  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  of  the  county,  except  that  in  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  it  was  held  by  the  mayor  or  the  recorder 
and  two  aldermen.  This  act  did  not  interfere  with  the  Mayor's 
Court,  which  was  especially  referred  to  in  it  and  distinguished 
from  the  other  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  as  the  "  Court  of  the 
Mayor  and  Aldermen,"  and  its  powers  and  authority  were  con- 
firmed by  enacting  that  it  should  have,  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  "  power  to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all  such  actions  and 
suits  as  were  commonly  cognizable  before  it." 

This  act,  or  rather  the  continuation  of  it,  having  expired  by 
i^s  own  limitations  in  1698,  and  the  province  being  without 
courts,  Lord  Bellamont,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  conferred 
upon  him  by  his  commission,  re-established  them  substantially 
as  before  by  an  ordinance  in  1699,  with  the  concurrence  of  the 
council.  This  ordinance,  among  other  things,  declared  that  the 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  should  have  power  and  jurisdiction 
to  hear,  try,  and  determine  all  actions  of  whatever  nature  or 
kind,  and  all  matters  and  thipgs  tryable  at  common  law  ol 
what  nature  or  kind  soever,"  and  it  empowered  the  judges  or 
justices  of  the  several  courts , mentioned  in  the  ordinance  "to 
make,  ordain,  and  establish  all  such  rules  and  orders  for  the 
more  regular  practicing  and  proceeding  in  their  courts,  as  fully 
and  amply,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  all,  or  any  of  the 
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judges  of  the  Courts  of  King's  Bench,  Common  Pleas  or  Ex- 
chequer, in  England,  legally  do,"  this  latter  power  having  been 
expressly  conferred  in  nearly  the  same  terms  in  the  act  before 
referred  to  of  1691,  and,  in  pursuance  of  this  authority,  the 
practice  and  course  of  procedure  of  the  New  York  Common 
Pleas  especially  was  modelled,  as  nearly  as  possible,  upon  that 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  England.  Indeed,  in  my 
own  time,  in  certain  particulars,  in  which  the  practice  of  the 
Common  Pleas  differs  from  that  of  the  King's  Bench,  the  prac- 
tice of  the  former  was  declared  to  be,  and  acted  upon,  as  the 
established  practice  of  this  court. 

In  1737  an  act  was  passed  empowering  a  justice  of  the  peao& 
in  any  city,  county,  town,  manor  or  precinct,  within  the  colony, 
to  hold  a  court  for  the  trial  of  all  actions  of  debt,  trespass,  de- 
tinue or  replevin,  where  the  amount  or  thing  demanded  was  of 
the  value  of  forty  shillings  or  under,  and  that  the  powers  vested 
in  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  New  York,  and  then 
exercised  by  them  as  justices  of  the  peace,  was  not  intended  to 
be  affected  by  this  act,  but  ratified  and  aflSrmed,  appears  by  one 
of  the  sections,  which  declares  that  nothing  contained  in  the 
act  shall  be  construed  to  abridge,  alter,  extend,  or  lessen  the 
powers,  rights,  privileges  and  methods  of  proceeding  of  the 
mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  New  York. 

In  1759  an  act  was  passed  by  which  the  mayor,  recorder,  or 
any  one  of  the  aldermen,  might  hold  a  court  in  the  city  for  the 
trial  of  causes,  where  the  amount  or  thing  demanded  did  not 
exceed  the  value  of  £5,  which  case  might  be  tried  by  any  one 
of  these  officers  alone,  or  with  a  jury,  if  demanded,  of  six  per- 
sons, which  was  the  origin  of  justices'  courts  in  this  city  for  the 
trial  of  civil  causes.  The  amount  was  afterwards  raised  to  £10, 
and,  by  an  act  passed  in  1781,  the  previous  acts  were  repealed, 
and  this  power  was  conferred  upon  officers  commissioned  by  the 
governor,  called  assistant  justices,  who  held  what  was  called  the 
assistant  justice  courts,  now  known  as  District  Courts. 

After  the  Eevolution,  in  17if7,  an  elaborate  act  was  passed 
prescribing  the  duties  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  all  parts  of  the 
State,  whether  acting  individually  or  in  quorum,  in  which  the 
mayor,  recorder,  or  aldermen  of  New  York  are  specifically 
named,  and  in  the  last  section  of  which  act  it  is  declared  that 
the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  and  each  of  them,  shall  have 
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the  like  powers  in  the  city  of  New  York  as  justices  of  the  peace 
in  their  respective  counties  by  virtue  of  that  act. 

In  the  same  year  it  was  also  enacted  that  the  mayor  or  the 

recorder,  with  the  aldermen,  might  hold  either  the  mayor's 

'  court  or  the  court  of  sessions,  and  that  the  caption  of  all  records 

in  the  mayor's  court  should  be,  "  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 

caUed  the  mayor's  court. 

In  1Y97  an  act  was  passed  creating  what  was  afterwards 
known  as  the  Justices'  Court,  and  now  known  as  the  Marine 
Court  of  the  city  of  New  York:  It  was  authorized  to  be  held 
by  two  or  more  justices,  to  be  commissioned  by  the  governor, 
who  were  empowered  to  hear  and  determine  all  causes  therein, 
vhere  the  amount  did  not  exceed  £10,  and  to  enjoy  all  the 
jowers  and  privileges  of  justices  of  the  peace  as  to  the  keeping 
o?  the  peace  in  the  said  city  and  county ;  and  this  act  further 
declared  that  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  or  any  three 
of  them,  of  whom  the  mayor  or  recorder  should  always  be  one, 
shaild  hold  the  courts  of  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  said  city 
and  county,  and  that  the  mayor,  the  recorder,  and  the  aldermen 
shoild  have  the  power  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the 
said  city  and  county  as  fully  and  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
act  hid  not  been  passed,  the  object  of  this  provision  being  man- 
ifest! j  to  show  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislature, 
to  take  these  powers  away  by  the  creation  of  other  justices  of 
the  peice  for  the  city  and  county. 

In  1798  a  police  office  was  erected  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
to  be  held  by  any  one  of  the  special  justices  of  the  peace  to  be 
commissioned  by  the  governor.  This  act  also  declared  that  the 
chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  mayor,  re- 
corder, 01  any  one  of  the  aldermen,  might  do  any  act  therein 
or  which  fliey  deemed  requisite  to  be  done  as  conservators  of 
the  peace. 

In  1802  it  was  enacted  that  the  mayor  or  recorder  might 
hold  "  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  called  the  Mayor's  Court,'^ 
alone,  with  or  without  the  presence  of  any  of  the  aldermen,  and 
that  the  records  of  said  court  should  thereafter  be,  "  Judges  of 
said  court,"  instead  of  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  ;  and  that 
the  Mayor's  Court  of  New  York,  and  Courts  of  Common  Pleas 
of  the  counties,  might  try  all  actions — ^real,  personal  and  mixed 
— arising  in  the  said  city  and  counties  respectively,  and  all 
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transactions  whatever  not  arising  there,  and  that  in  the  other 
counties  any  three  or  more  of  the  justices  of  the  peace,  of 
whom  one  of  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas  should 
always  be  one,  should  hold  the  court  of  general  sessions  of  the 
county,  a  provision  recognizing  the  judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common.  Pleas  as  justices  of  the  peace  and  of  the  quorum — 
that  is,  that  without  one  of  them,  the  other  justices  of  the  peace 
could  not  hold  the  sessions. 

In  1807  an  act  remodelling  the  justices  court,  again  declared 
that  the  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen,  should  be  justices  of 
the  peace  as  fully  as  if  the  act  had  not  been  passed ;  and  in  the 
revision  of  the  statutes  of  1813,  it  was  again  declared  that  each 
of  them  should  have,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  all  the  powers 
before  given  to  justices  of  the  peace,  showing  the  care  that  had 
been  taken  to  prevent  any  of  these  statutes  being  construed  as 
in  any  way  abridging  their  powers  as  justices  of  the  peace,  4 
power,  in  fact,  incidental  to,  and  necessary  in,  this  office,  as 
judges  of  a  criminal  court. 

The  law  of  the  State  up  to  this  period  may  be  succinctly 
expressed  in  the  language  of  a  work  upon  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
published  in  this  State  in  1819.  "  There  are  other  officers  who 
are  justices  of  the  peace,  though  not  appointed  as  such,  as  the 
mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  of  certain  cities.  Such  officers 
are  also  recognized  in  the  acts  of  our  Legislatures  generally  as 
possessing  the  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace  within  their  re- 
spective cities.  The  mayor,  recorder  and  aldermen  of  New 
York  and  Albany  have  such  powers."  {Conductor  Generalise 
p.  279.) 

I  have  pointed  out  that  in  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  in 
the  other  counties,  the  chief  judicial  officers  was  known  as 
the  first  judge.  He  was  so  called  before  the  revolution,  and  is 
so  designated  in  the  first  Constitution  of  the  State,  1777, 
which  declared  that  he  should  hold  office  during  good  behavior, 
and  should  hold  no  other  (§§  23,  25).  Whereas  the  assistant 
justices  of  these  courts  held  by  commissions  which  had  to  be 
renewed  every  three  years.  I  have  also  pointed  out  that  both 
he  and  the  assistant  justices  of  these  courts  were  recognized 
in  statutory  enactments  as  possessing,  within  their  respective 
counties,  the  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace,  the  sitting  of  one 
of  them  being  essential  to  form  a  quorum  at  the  quarter  ses- 
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Bions  for  the  trial  of  offenders,  or,  as  I  have  already  explained, 
each  of  them  were  justices  of  the  peace  of  the  quorum.  It 
was  no  where  specifically  declared  by  statute  that  they  should 
have  the  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  it  was  unnecessary.  They  were  judges  or  justices  of  a 
Court  of  Common  Pleas,  a  court  of  record  of  general  jurisdic- 
tion, proceeding  according  to  the  course  of  the  common  law, 
and  within  the  territorial  limits  of  their  jurisdiction,  which  was 
the  county ;  they  had  by  the  common  law,  as  incidental  to 
their  office,  the  power  and  anthority  of  justices  of  the  peace. 
To  show  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  review  very  briefly  the 
nature  and  history  of  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
Conservators  of  the  peace  elected  in  every  county,  by  the  free- 
holders in  the  county  court,  were,  by  the  1  Edw.  Ill,  c.  16, 
and  the  Conference  of  1590,  changed  to  justices  of  the  peace 
appointed  by  commission  (2  Co.  Inst.  584 ;  4  Id.  171 ;  1  Bl. 
Com.*  349 ;  Bums'  Justice,  30,  ed.  subject,  Justices  of  the 
Peace).  This  office,  the  mode  of  creating  it,  and  the  powers 
appertaining  to  it  by  the  common  law  and  the  early  English 
statutes,  was  introduced  into  the  colony  of  New  York  as  a  part 
of  the  law  of  the  mother  country,  and  the  subsequent  statutory 
provisions  here,  except  so  far  as  they  were  repugnant,  have 
not  affected  the  law  relating  to  the  office  as  it  stood  at  the  time 
of  its  introduction. 

The  justices  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  says  Dal  ton, 
are  conservators  of  the  peace  within  the  precincts  of  their, 
court  (Dalton's  Justice,  ed.  of  1727,  p.  S) ;  and  in  a  book  of 
the  highest  authority  (Lambard's  Eirenarcha,  or  the  Office  ol 
the  Justice  of  Peace),  it  is  said:  "As  the  common  law 
hath  even  from  the  beginning  continued  a  special  care  for 
the  conservation  of  the  peace,  so  did  it  not  want  meet  offi- 
cers before  wardens  or  justices  of  the  peace  were  made ;  to 
whose  charge  it  did  commit  the  maintenance  of  the  same." 
And  after  pointing  out  that,  before  the  time  of  Edward  III, 
there  were  some  who  had  this  charge  simply  of  itself,  and 
and  were  therefore  named  custodes  pads^  and  others  who  had 
it  "  as  incident  to  other  offices  which  they  did  bear,  in  which 
it  was  included,  though  they  were  claimed  by  the  names  of 
their  offices  only,"  he  continues,  "of  these  who  had  charge 
over  the  peace  by  the  dignity  of  their  offices,  some  had  that 


Digitized  by 


Qoo^q: 


556  APPENDIX. 

power  over  all  the  realm,  and  some  others  had  it  within  cer- 
tain limits  only."  And  after  enumerating  the  former,  he  says, 
"  the  justices  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  the  Barons  of  the  Ex- 
chequer be  conservators  within  special  places  only ;  that  is  to 
say,  within  the  precincts  of  their  several  courts,"  (Book  I,  ch. 
3) ;  and  Hawkins  extends  this  to  all  courts  of  record,  (2  Haw- 
kins' Pleas  of  the  Crown,  ch.  8,  §§  2,  3 ;  and  see  also  1  Bl. 
Com.  360).  The  precincts  of  the  court  is  the  place  embraced 
within  the  limits  of  its  territorial  jurisdiction,  the  word  being 
defined  by  the  early  lexicographers,  Blount's  Glossographia, 
^he  Glossographia  Anglicana,  Coles,  Bailey,  Johnson,  &c.,  as 
"  a  particular  jurisdiction,  boundary,  '  territory.' "  And  it  is 
so  used  in  Governor  Dougan's  Charter  of  1684,  to  express  the 
granting  of  what  was  included  within  the  territorial  boundaries 
of  the  city  and  county  of  New  York. 

In  1821  an  act  was  passed  creating  a  first  judge  for  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  New  York,  and,  as  some  confusion 
had  arisen  in  respect  to  the  true  title  of  the  court,  being  some- 
times referred  to  in  the  statutes  as  *^  the  Mayor's  Court,"  and 
again, "  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  called  the  Mayor's  Conrt," 
"  the  Court  of  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,"  &c.,  this  act  de- 
clared that  the  style  of  the  court  should  be  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  for  the  city  and  county  of  New  York,  and  that  it 
should  be  the  county  court.  It  enacted  that  the  judges  of  the 
court  should  be  the  first  judge,  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  the 
aldermen;  that  it  might  be  held  by  the  first  judge,  or  the 
mayor,  or  recorder,  with  one  or  more  of  the  other  judges ;  but 
that  it  should  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  first  judge  to  hold  it. 
The  tenure  of  the  Srst  judge  was  made  the  same  as  the  first 
judges  in  other  counties  ;  and  this  act  declared  that  the  first 
judge,  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  should  hold  the  court 
of  sessions,  the  first  judge,  the  mayor,  or  the  recorder  to  be 
always  one,  and  that  it  should  be  the  especial  duty  of  the 
recorder  to  hold  it. 

This  act  did  not  define  the  duties  or  powers  of  the  first 
judge  created  by  it,  and  the  conclusion,  therefore,  at  the  time 
was,  and  has  been  ever  since,  that  he  had  exactly  the  same 
powers  as  the  other  judges,  both  in  the  Common  Pleas  and  in 
the  sessions ;  that  his  position  was  analogous  to  that  of  the  first 
judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  and  sessions  in  the  other  counties, 
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anil  that  the  only  change  intended  was  to  give  to  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York  a  first  judge  like  the  other  counties,  was 
distinctly  indicated  by  a  provision  reserving  to  both  the  courts, 
the  New  York  Common  Pleas  and  Sessions,  all  the  powers, 
authority,  and  jurisdiction  which  they  had  before  the  passage 
of  the  act. 

It  was  never  doubted  that  the  first  judge  thus  created  had 
the  same  powers  as  a  justice  of  the  peace  which  his  associate 
judges,  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  had ;  and  the  first 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  the  other  counties, 
and  Judge  Irving,  who  was  appointed  under  the  act,  and  his 
successors  to  the  present  time,  have  exercised  such  powers  in 
granting  warrants  for  the  arrest  of  oflfenders,  examining  them, 
taking  security  for  their  appearance  at  the  sessions,  taking 
security  for  the  keeping  of  the  peace,  indenturing  apprenticesj 
and  various  other  acts,  which  they  could  not  do  except  as  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  ex  officio.  Among  their  powers  was  the 
taking  of  acknowledgments  of  deeds  or  other  instruments  for 
other  States,  which,  by  the  law  of  these  States,  were  required 
to  be  acknowledged  before  justices  of  the  peace,  a  duty  which, 
before  commissioners  for  other  States  were  appointed,  was  ex- 
ceeding onerous  upon  the  judges  of  this  court,  and  which  we 
were  called  upon  to  constantly  perform. 

Finally,  the  Eevised  Statutes  (2  Eev.  Stat.,  p.  TOY)  enume- 
rated the  magistrates  who  "  shall  have  power  to  cause  to  be 
kept  all  laws  for  the  preservation  of  the  public  peace,"  and 
among  the  magistrates  enumerated  are  "judges  of  the  county 
courts;"  and  what  the  statute  has  here  expressed  is  a  definition 
of  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  as  it  existed  at  the  common 
law.  (2  Hawkins'  P.  C.  C.  8,  §§  28,  33,  34 ;  Lambard's  Eiren- 
•  archa,  B.  1,  c.  2  ;  Dalton's  Justice,  chaps.  1,  6).  I  have  already 
stated  that,  by  the  Act  of  1821,  the  New  York  Common  Pleas 
is  declared  to  be  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  or  County  Courts  of 
the  city  and  county  of  New  York,"  and  that  the  first  judge  of 
it  is  consequently  a  county  judge. 

In  1834  and  1839  two  associate  judges  were  created,  upon 
each  of  whom  was  conferred  by  statute  all  the  powers  of  the 
first  judge,  and  Judge  Brady,  at  the  time  referred  to,  was  one 
of  these  associate  judges. 

By  subsequent  changes  the  aldermen  ceased  to  be  judges  of 
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the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  or  of  the  Court  of  Sessions.  The 
latter  court  is  now  held  by  the  recorder  or  the  city  judge. 
By  the  Constitution  of  1846,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  all 
the  other  counties,  except  New  York,  was  abolished,  and  in- 
stead, a  court  not  of  general,  but  limited  jurisdiction,  was 
established,  called  a  county  court.  The  New  York  Common 
Pleas  was  left  entirely  unaffected  by  the  Constitution  of  1846, 
that  is  in  respect  to  its  jurisdiction  and  powers  and  the  powers 
of  its  judges,  except  that  the  mayor  and  aldermen  were  no 
longer  members  of  it,  and  this  was  confirmed  by  the  Judiciary 
Act  of  1847  (Law  of  1847,  p.  281).  In  1864,  an  act  was  passed 
vesting  in  it  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  then  or  thereafter 
to  be  vested  in  the  county  courts  tinder  the  Constitution  of 
1846,  and  all  the  powers  and  jurisdiction  vested  in  it  before 
the  enactment  of  the  Code  in  1848.  By  the  amendment  to 
Constitution  in  1870,  it  was  increased  to  six  judges,  one  of 
whom  to  be  designated  by  his  associates  as  the  chief  judge, 
and  who  is  now,  instead  of  the  first  judge,  known  as  the  chief 
justice. 

I  will  add,  in  conclusion,  that  until  this  objection  was  raised 
in  the  Court  of  Virginia,  I  never  heard  the  right  of  a  judge 
of  this  court  to  act  as  justice  of  the  peace  ex  officio^  questioned, 
and  if  it  had  been,  I  would,  in  all  probability,  have  heard  of 
it  from  my  long  connection  with  the  court  and  familiarity  with 
our  past  judicial  history.  I  do  not  entertain  the  slightest 
doubt  upon  the  subject  myself,  nor  do  any  of  my  colleagues. 

CHAS.  P.  DALY. 
New  York,  July  1, 1871. 
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ACCORD  AND  SATISFACTION. 

1,  The  mere  acceptance  by  a  credit- 
or from  his  debtor  of  a  less  stun 
than  the  amount  of  the  debt,  with- 
out any  additional  consideration, 
benefit,  or  adrantage  to  the  credit- 
or, is  not  an  accord  and  satisfac- 
tion, even  though  the  acceptance 
was  in  full  of  the  debt — Blum  y. 
JBartmcm,  47 

2.  Satisfaction  by  a  stranger  can  not 
be  pleaded  in  bar  of  defendant's 
own  obligation.  ib. 


ACnON, 

1.  The  complaint  averred  that  the 
plaintiff,  a  broker,  purchased  at 
the  defendant's  request,  and  for 
his  account,  ten  thousand  dollars 
of  gold  coin,  to  pay  for  which  the 
plamtifif  advanced  the  amount  in 
currency ;  that,  at  the  same  time, 
the  defendant  deposited  with  the 
plaintiff  one  thousand  dollars  as  a 
margin  to  secure  the  plaintifif 
against  loss  by  any  decline  in  the 
market  value  of  the  coin;  that 
subsequently,  the  market  value 
having  declined,  the  defendant 
deposited  two  other  margins  of 
one  thousand  dollars  each;  that 
the  market  value  continuing  to 
decline,  by  which  such  margins 
were  more  than  absorbed,  the 
plaintifif  gave  the  defendant  '*  due 
notice  in  writing,''  that  unless  he 
deposited  a  further  margin  of  five 
thousand  dollars  before  12  o'clock 


noon  of  the  following  day,  the 
plaintiff  would  sell  the  gold  with- 
out delay  at  the  market  rate,  and 
hold  him  responsible  for  the  difier- 
ence,and  that  the  defendant  having 
failed  to  make  good  the  margin  of 
five  thousand  dollars  within  the 
time  specified,  the  defendant, 
^^  pursuant  to  said  notice,"  caused 
the  gold  to  be  sold  at  the  Gold 
Board,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  following 
day,  at  the  best  price  attainable, 
and  that  after  deducting  the 
amount  obtaining  for  it,  together 
with  the  broker's  commission,  and 
the  government  tax,  there  remain- 
ed, and  was  due  to  the  plaintiff,  a 
balance  or  difference,  for  the 
amount  of  which  judgment  is 
prayed. 

ffeld,  (1.)  That  the  facts  alleged 
were  sufficient  to  constitute  a  cause 
of  action  for  money  laid  out  and 
expended  by  the  plaintiff  for  the 
derendant.  (2.)  By  such  a  transac- 
tion, it  is  necessarily  implied  that 
if  the  defendant  should  fail  to 
keep  the  plaintiff  secured  against 
loss  by  maintaining  his  margin, 
the  latter  should  have  the  right  to 
sell  the  gold  for  his  reimbursement 
and  security;  and  that  in  case  of 
such  sale,  fairly  and  justly  made  up- 
on notice,  and  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  obtain  the  actual  mbrket  value 
at  the  time  of  sale,  the  defendant 
would  pay  the  difference  as  money 
laid  out  and  expended  at  his  re- 
quest and  for  his  use.  (8.)  It  will 
be  inferred  from  the  averments 
of  **  due  notice  "  of  intention  to 
sell,  and  of  the  sale  **  pursuant  to 
the  notice,"  that  the  sale  would 
be,  and  actually  was  made,  at  the 
time  specified  in  the  notice  at  the 
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Gold  Board.  If  not  sufficient  spe- 
cific, the  defendant's  remedy  was 
a  motion  to  have  it  made  more 
[  definite  and  certain,  before  an- 
swer. (4.)  No  allegation  of  the 
tender  of  the  gold  by  plaintiff,  or 
notice  to  the  defendant  to  redeem 
was  necessary.  The  gold  being 
held  by  way  of  pledge  or  security, 
the  pledgee  mignt  sell  upon  giv- 
ing reasonable  notice.  (5.)  In  the 
absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary, 
a  sale  of  the  gold,  at  the  Gk)ld 
Board,  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
will  be  held  to  haye  been  the  best 
mode  of  disposing  of  such  an  ar- 
ticle at  its  market  value. — Schepe- 
Ur  V.  Eimer^  11 


ALIMONY. 
See  DivoROB,  2.  \ 

APPEALS. 

1.  An  appellate  tribunal  will  not  re- 
verse a  decree  upon  a  point  which 
was  not  raised  or  considered  in 
the  court  below,  unless  there  was 
a  total  want  of  jurisdiction  in  the 
court  to  grant  the  relief  sought,  or 
to  give  the  judgment.  .  Almneihy 
V.  Chwrch  of  the  Puritans,  1 

2.  An  appellant  cannot  raise  a  point 
or  insist  on  an  objection  not  made 
in  the  court  below,  and  rely  upon 
it  for  a  reversal  of  the  judgment. 
TalooU  V.  Boeenberg,  208 

8.  A  party  to  a  decree  of  foreclosure 
and  sale,  who  has  parted  with  his 
interest  subsequent  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit,  but  prior 
to  the  etftry  of  the  decree,  cannot, 
in  his  own  right,  maintain  an  ap- 
peal from  the  decree.  He  is  not 
"  a  party  aggrieved,"  within  the 
meaning  of  section  825  of  the  Code 
of  Procedure.  But  where  his  wife, 
who  is  also  a  party  to  the  suit, 
still  has  an  inchoate  right  of  dow- 
er in  the  subject  of  the  suit,  he 
may  unite  with  her  in  such  an  ap- 
peal. Kiefer  v.  Winhens,  191 


4.  Where,  in  a  justice's  court,  the 
merits  are  fairly  entered  into,  in- 
vestigated, and  the  case  is  finally 
submitted  to  the  justice,  who  gives 
a  judgment  for  the  defendant, 
though  without  costs,  it  is  conclu- 
sive on  the  plaintiff,  a  bar  to 
another  action,  and  a  final  deter- 
mination, from  which  an  appeal 
will  lie.  Mum  v.  Hdrttnanj  47 

See  CoKTEiCFT,  2. 


ARREST. 

1.  An  order  of  arrest  will  not  be 
granted  on  an  affidavit  made  by 
the  plaintifi's  testator  before  his 
death,  entitled  in  an  action  he 
proposed  to  bring  against  the 
present  defendant  upon  the  same 
or  similar  causes  of  action  set  forth 
in  the  plaintifi's  complaint.  Mason 
V.  Lanibert,  250 

2.  The  complaint  contained  causes 
of  action  for  damages  for  a  con- 
version and  for  false  and  fraud- 
ulent representations.  ffeJd,  that 
as  the  evidence  was  not  sufficient 
to  warrant  the  granting  of  an  or- 
der of  arrest  on  the  ground  of  &]se 
and  fraudulent  representations 
made,  it  should  not  be  granted  on 
the  cause  of  action  for  conversion 
under  §  171  of  the  Code.  An  or- 
der of  arrest  must  relate  to  all  the 
causes  of  action  set  forth  in  the 
complaint  ib. 

3.  It  is  well  settled  that  where  fraud- 
ulent representations  are  alleged 
as  the  basis  of  an  arrest,  it  must 
appear,  not  only,  that  the  repre- 
sentations were  false,  but  tiiat 
they  were  known  to  be  so  by  the 
party  making  them,  at  the  time 
they  were  made.  Thorpe  v.  Wad- 
dingkaniy  275 

4.  When  fraud  is  relied  upon  as  sub- 
jecting a  party  to  arrest,  the  par- 
ticular facts  constituting  the  fraud 
should  be  set  forth.  Thus  where 
the  plaintifi's  affidavit,  on  an  ap- 
plication for  an  order  of  arrest, 
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merely  avers  that  the  representa- 
tions made  by  the  defendant  were 
false  and  fraudulent,  leaving  the 
facts  a  matter  of  mere  conjecture : 
Hdd^  that  the  affidavit  is  detective 
in  stating  simply  conclusion, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  correct, 
and  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  an 
order  of  arrest,  ib. 

ASSIGNMENTS. 

1.  The  execution  and  delivery  to  the 
plaintiff  of  a  written  order  by  a 
third  party,  addressed  to  the  de- 
fendant, directing  the  latter  to  pay 
over  to  the  plaintiff  certain  prize 
moneys  collected  for  his  account 
from  the  United  States  govern- 
ment by  the  defendant :  ^Id^  suf- 
ficient to  transfer  the  equitable 
title  to  the  plaintiff  so  as  to  entitle 
him  to  maintain  an  action  against 
the  defendant  for  the  money. 
DanJdessen  v.  Braynard^  188 

2.  No  particular  form  of  words  is 
necessary  to  create  an  equitable  as- 
signment. Any  language  which 
indicates  a  clear  intention  to  ap- 
propriate the  fund  is  sufficient,  ib, 

8.  The  fact  that  the  money  in  de- 
fendant's hands  was  prize  money 
collected  from  the  government 
does  not  invalidate  the  assign- 
ment, under  the  act  of  Congress 
(Act  of  February  26,  1863),  in  re- 
lation to  assignments  of  certain 
classes  of  claims  against  the  Unit- 
ed States  government.  ib^ 

4.  An  assignment  in  writing  of  a 
claim  less  than  fifty  dollars  in 
amount  is  not  necessary  to  entitle 
the  assignee  to  maintain  an  action 
upon  it.  Murrcvy  v.  BvlVs  Head 
Bank,  364 

ASSIGNMENTS  FOR    BENEFIT 
OF  CREDITORS. 

1.  In  an  action  by  a  general  assignee, 
under  the  statute  (Laws  of  1858, 
chap.  814,  Laws  of  1860,  chap. 
348),  it  is  competent  for  the  plaint- 
iff to  show  that  a  bill  ot  sale 
transferring  the  whole  of  the  debt- 
or's property,  to  recover  which  the 

VOL.  HL— 86 


action  is  brought,  though  absolute 
on  its  face,  was  in  reality  intended 
to  operate  as  a  general  assignment 
for  the  benefit  of  creditors  with 
preferences.    Britton  y .  Larenz,  23 

2.  The  statute  is  imperative,  that 
every  assignment  of  a  debtor's 
property  made  to  an  assignee  in 
trust  for  creditors,  shall  be  in  writ- 
ing, and  auly  acknowledged  be- 
fore its  delivery  to  the  assignee ; 
and  every  attempt  to  create  such 
a  trust  by  another  and  different 
mode  from  that  prescribed  by  the 
statute,  is  absolutely  void,  and  no 
title  will  pass.  ib, 

ATTACHMENT. 

1.  An  attachment  is  primary  process, 
and  may  be  granted  in  tne  first 
instance,  but  not  without  filing 
such  proof  as,  if  untrue,  would 
subject  the  party  asserting,  to 
prosecution  for  perjury.  Hence  an 
attachment  issued  upon  the  mere 
report  of  a  referee,  without  proof 
by  affidavit  of  the  facts  charged,.i8 
irregular.  Ackroyd  v.  Ackroyd,    38 

2.  Where  an  attachment,  issued  by 
competent  jurisdictional  author- 
ity, is  set  aside  for  irregularity, 
the  party  issuing  it  becomes  a 
trespasser  db  initio;  and  where  he 
appears  by  counsel,  and  resists  the 
motion  to  vacate,  he  cannot  escape 
liability  by  throwing  the  responsi- 
bility upon  his  attorney,  ib. 

3.  In  such  a  case,  where  the  damages 
are  moderate  and  scarcely  punitive, 
they  should  be  sustained,  without 
reference  to  the  actual  damage,  ib, 

4.  To  justify  the  isshing  of  an  attach- 
ment, on  the  ground  that  the  de- 
fendant has  disposed,  or  is  about 
to  dispose,  of  his  property,  with 
intent  to  defraud  his  creditors,  it 
IS  sufficient  if  the  affidavits  upon 
which  the  application  is  made 
contain  allegations  o£  facts,  which 
require  the  judge  to  exercise  his 
judgment  in  the  matter,. and  which, 
thougknot  conclusive,  yet  tend  le- 
gally to  establish  the  fraud.  Tah- 
coU  V.  Boeenber^f  203; 
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5.  Where  it  appears  by  affidavit  that 
when  the  goods  were  bought  for 
which  the  action  is  brought,  the 
defendants  represented  themselves 
to  be  worth  a  certain  sum,  and  to 
be  doing  a  cash  business;    and 

•  within  a  few  weeks  afterwards 
declared  that  they  had  no  money, 
and  did  not  know  whether  they 
were  solvent  or  not;  and  it  fur- 

out  of  the  States  nearly  their  en- 
tire stock  of  goods :  Held^  suffi- 
cient to  warrant  the  issue  of  an 
attachment  t&. 

6.  Where  an  attachment  was  issued 
under  the  act  to  abolish  imprison- 
ment for  debt  (Laws,  1881,  chap. 
800,  §  84),  and  the  sheriff  in  his 
return  thereon  certified  that  by 
virtue  of  the  attachment,  he,  on  a 
certain  day,  attached  the  proper- 
ty mentioned  in  an  inventory  an- 
nexed to  the  return ;  and  further, 
that  he  served  a  copy  of  said  at- 
tachment and  of   the  inventory, 

duly  certified  by  him,  on ^  one 

of  the  defendants,  personally:  Hdd^ 
a  substantial  compliance  with  the 
statute.  ib. 

7.  A  sale  and  assignment  of  shares 
of  the  capital  stock  of  a  cor- 
poration, attended  by  a  deliv- 
ery of  the  certificate,  vests  in 
the  vendee  the  title  to  the  stock, 
notwithstanding  a  provision  con- 
tained in  the  certificate,  that  the 
stock  was  transferrable  only  upon 
the  books  of  the  company.  Co- 
mean  v.  QuUd  Farm  Ou  Oo,,    218 


8.  Hence  the  service  of  an  attach- 
ment against  the  assignor  by  the 
sheriff  on  the  officers  of  the  com- 
pany, after  such  assignment,  vests 
no  equity  in  the  sheriff,  and  the 
company  cannot  refuse,  on  the 
ground  of  such  attachment,  to^ 
make  a  transfer  on  its  books  to 
the  vendee.  And  for  such  a  refusal 
the  company  is  liable  to  the 
vendee  for  the  value  of  the  stock. 

ib, 
86$  Cloud  oh  Title,  2. 


ATTORNEY  AND  COUNSELLOR 

1.  Where  a  statute  enacts,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  more  effectual 
compliance  with  its  requirements 
in  respect  to  the  licensing  of  cer- 
tain occupations,  that  no  one  shall 
engage  in  or  carry  on  any  such  oc- 
cupation, until  he  shall  have  ob- 
tained a  license  as  provided  by  the 
statute,  it  is  an  express  prohibition 
without  more  particular  words: 
Hdd,^  therefore,  that  a  lawyer,  who 
has  not  obtained  a  license,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Internal  Revenue  act 
of  the  United  States  Congress,  can- 
not recover  for  professional  serv- 
ices rendered  since  the  passage  of 
the  act,  and  a  contract  made  by 
him  to  render  such  services  is  ab- 
solutely void.    EM  V.  BUhop^  109 

2.  An  attorney  has  no  lien  except 
upon  guch  papers  of  his  client  as 
have  come  mto  his  hands  for  the 
purpose  of  business,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  his  professional  employ- 
ment.   Henry  v.  Fowler^  199 

8.  Where,  a  lender  of  money  em- 
ployed the  borrower's  attorney  to 
search  the  records  for  incum- 
brances on  the  property  proposed 
to  be  mortgaged  as  a  security  for 
the  loan,  and  the  attorney  having 
reported  the  property  unincum- 
bered, took  the  mortgage  for  the 
purpose  of  filing  the  same;  Held^ 
m  an  action  by  the  lender  aeainst 
the  attorney  for  negligence  m  de- 
laying to  ffie  the  mortgage  until 
after  a  subsequent  mortg^  had 
been  filed,  that  the  jury  were  war- 
ranted in  fijiding  the  relation  of 
attorney  and  client  to  exist  be- 
tween the  parties,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  the  fee  of  the  attorney 
and  the  expenses  of  filing  the 
mortgage  were  paid  by  the  bor- 
rower.   Arnold  v.  Bobertson,     298 

4.  Held  further,  that  it  appearing 
that  the  subsequent  mortgage  ha€^ 
since  its  filing,  been  paid  and  its 
lien  discharged,  and  also  that  the 
plaintiff,  without  being  influenced 
by  any  knowledge  or  suspicion 
that   such    subsequent  mortgage 
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bad  ever  been  a  prior  lien,  and* 
without  any  agency  or  intervention 
of  the  defendant,  had  satisfied  the 
obligation  secured  by  the  mort- 
gage to  him, — the  plaintiff  was 
entitled  to  recover  only  nominal 
damages.  ib. 

6.  Held  further,  that  in  such  a  case, 
it  was  error  for  the  court  to  allow 
the  jury  to  consider  the  question 
of  defendant's  fraud  in  inducing 
the  plaintiff  to  acknowledge  satis- 
faction of  the  mortgage,  and  a 
verdict  founded  on  evidence  of 
such  fraud  will  not  be  upheld,   ib. 

See  EviDENCB,  2. 


B 

BAILMENT. 

1.  In  an  action  by  a  consignor 
against  his  consignee  for  the  con- 
version of  certain  goods  consigned 
for  sale,  the  defendants^  answer 
averred  that  the  goods  had  been 
levied  on  as  the  property  of  a 
third  person,  to  whose  attaching 
creditor,  or  to  the  sheriff,  under 
the  attachment,  they  had  paid  the 
proceeds  of  the  ffoods.  Held,  that 
the  answer  was  frivolous.  A  bailee 
cannot  in  general,  dispute  his 
bailor's  title ;  and  in  this  case,  the 
property  was  not  taking  by  due 
process  of  law  so  as  to  exonerate 
the  bailee.     Barnard  v.  KiMe^    36 

2.  In  an  action  by  a  consignor  against 
his  consignee  for  the  conversion  of 
the  proceeds  of  certain  goods  con- 
signed for  sale,  it  is  no  defense 
that  the  defendant  paid  over  the 
proceeds  to  a  creditor  of  a  third 
person,  alleged  to  be  the  owner  of 
the  goods,  in  obedience  to  an 
order  of  a  judge  made  in  supple- 
mentary proceedings  against  such 
third  person,  under  §§  294,  297  of 
the  Code  of  Procedure.  Barnard 
V.  Kobbe,  873 

8.  Where  it  appears  that  a  judgment 
debtor's  right  to  money  in  the 
hands  of  a  bailee  is  disputed,  the 


court  has  no  authority,  in  supple- 
mentary proceedinffs  against  such 
debtor,  to  order  the  same  to  be 
paid  over  by  the  bailee  towards 
the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment. 
The  confiictinff  claims  of  the  bailor 
and  of  the  judgment  debtor  to  the 
money  can  only  be  tried  and  deter- 
mined in  an  action  brought  for  its 
recovery  by  a  receiver  appointed 
for  that  purpose.  ib. 

4.  Such  an  order  having  been  made 
without  authority,  obedience  to  it 
by  the  bailee  will  not  afford  any 
protection  to  him  against  the 
bailor's  action  for  a  conversion  of 
the  money.  ib. 

5.  A  bailee  for  hire  of  a  cbattel  is 
bound  to  use  ordinary  care  in  its 
use,  and  if  it  is  injured  while  in 
his  possession,  he  must  show  how 
the  injury  happened,  or  if  unable 
to  do  that,  must  show  that  he  ex- 
ercised such  a  degree  of  care  in 
respect  to  the  chattel  as  to  over- 
come any  presumption  that  the  in- 
jury occurred  by  reason  of  the  want 
of  ordinary  care  and  diligence  on 
his  part    Fox  v.  Pruden^  187 

6.  If,  in  the  case  of  a 'bailment,  the 
evidence  warrants  the  conclusion 
that  the  transaction  was  not  a  hir- 
ing but  a  gratuitous  loan  for  a 
specified  time,  it  is  not  error  for 
the  court  to  charge  the  jury  that 
the  kee^in^  of  the  chattel  after 
the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  the  loan  was  made  and  after 
demand  by  the  bailor,  was  a  con- 
version. So  Jield  in  an  action  for 
negligence,  by  reason  of  which  the 
chattel  was  injured.  ib. 

7.  The  return  of  a  chattel,  loaned  or 
hired,  and  its  acceptance  by  the 
bailor,  is  not  a  bar  to  the  latter's 
action  against  the  bailee  to  recover 
damages  for  an  injury  to  the  chat- 
tel ib. 

See  Neglioencb,  13. 

BANKING. 

The  cashing  by  one  bank  of  checks 
or  drafts  drawn  on  other  bonks 
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is  legitimate  banking  bosinesB, 
whether  regarded  as  the  making 
of  a  collection  for  account  of  the 
customer  or  dealer,  or  as  a  loan  or 
advance  made  on  the  faith  of  the 
instrument  Bdd^  therefore,  where 
the  teller  of  the  defendants^  bank 
cashed  a  check  drawn  on  another 
bank,  and  a  part  of  the  payment 
was  a  counterfeit  bank  bill,  that 
the  defendants'  bank  was  liable 
for  the  amount  of  the  counterfeit 
paper  to  the  owner  of  the  check. 
Murray  y.  BuWt  Head  Bank,    864 


BILLS,  NOTES  AND  CHECKS. 

1.  The  laws  of  the  United  States  not 
determining  the  value  of  a  pound 
sterling  for  commercial  purposes, 
resort  must  be  had  to  the  custom' 
of  merchants:  Held^  therefore,  on 
a  recovery  in  an  action  on  a  draft 
for  fifty  pounds  sterling,  drawn  in 
London,  and  accepted  by  the  de- 
fendant at  New  York,  that  the 
plaintiff  was  entitled  to  the  price 
of  exchange  between  New  York 
and  London.  The  real  par,  and 
not  the  nominal  par  of  exchange, 
is  the  measure  of  damages  in  such 
a  case.     OuiteTnan  r.  Da'oUy      120 

%  The  plaintiff  received  from  an  in- 
surance company  as  collateral,  for 
a  loan  made  to  it,  certain  notes  of 
the  defendants,  which  the  latter 
had  given  to  the  company  in  pay- 
ment for  a  risk  assum^ :  Bdd^  in 
an  action  on  the  notes  against  the 
makera,  that  the  plaintiff  was  a 
holder  for  value,  and  that  it  was 
no  defense  that  the  insurance  com- 
pany was  insolvent  when  it  as- 
sumed the  risk  for  which  the  notes 
were  given,  it  appearing  that  the 
plain tifi's  loan  to  the  company  was 
m  any  part  unpaid.  Fourth  Ifd- 
ti<mai  Jianh  Y.  JSnow,  167 

8.  An  accommodation  endorser  of  a 
bill  or  note  is  to  be  regarded  as 
standing  in  the  character  of  a 
surety,  and  as  entitled  in  the  event 
of  his  paying  his  principars  debt, 


to  be  subrogated  to  all  the  rights 
and  remedies  of  the  creditor.  And 
any  interference  with  such  right  of 
subrogation  will  relieve  the  surety. 
Boyd  y'Finneffan,  222 

4.  A  judgment  creditor  took  the 
judgment  debtor's  note,  endorsed 
for  accommodation  by  the  defend- 
ant, as  collateral,  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  judgment.  He  sub- 
sequently, but  before  the  maturity 
of  the  note,  transferred  it  to  the 
plaintiff  for  value,  The  latter  hav- 
ing notice  of  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  note  was  given, 
paid  the  judgment,  and  procured 
it  to  be  satisfied, without  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  accommodation  en- 
dorser :  Held,  in  an  action  on  the 
note  against  the  endorser,  that  by 
such  payment  and  satisfaction  of 
the  judgment,  the  indorser's  right 
of  subrogation  was  prejudiced,  and 
he  was,  therefore,  discharged  from 
liability  on  the  note.  iJ. 

5.  The  right  of  subrogation  is  recog- 
nized by  courts  of  law  as  well  as 
by  courts  of  equity.  tft. 

6.  Where  a  husband  procured  prom- 
issory notes,  to  be  made  to  his 
wife  by  a  third  person,  on  a  con- 
sideration paid  oy  himself,  heid 
that  the  wife  might  maintain  an 
action  on  the  notes  against  the 
maker,  in  her  individual  name. 
Ryndert  v.  Crane^  339 

7.  A  corrupt  and  illegal  agreement, 
made  between  the  husband  and 
the  maker  of  the  notes,  subee- 
(juently  to  their  execution  and  de- 
livery, but  to  which  the  wife  was 
neither  a  party  or  privy,  by  which 
the  husband  was,  as  a  part  of  t&e 
consideration,  for  the  agreement 
on  his  part,  to  give  up  the  notes 
in  question,  will  not  affect  the 
wife's  right  of  action  on  the  notes. 

8.  The  legal  effect  of  taking  from 
the  maker  of  a  note  or  bill,  a  new 
note,  payable  at  a  luture  day,  is  to 
suspend  the  right  of  action  on  the 
first  note  until  the  maturity  of  the 
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second,  and  snch  taking  is  an  ex- 
tension of  credit  which  operates 
to  discharge  from  liability  an  in- 
dorser  of  the  first  note,  not  assent- 
ing to  the  transaction.  Eisner  v. 
KeOtr,  485 

9.  To  effect  such  discharge  from 
liability,  it  is  not  necessary  that 
there  should  be  an  agreement, 
either  express  or  implied,  between 
the  debtor  and  the  creditor,  to 
give  time.  The  taking  of  a  new 
note  for  the  same  amount,  payablfe 
at  a  future  day,  necessarily  implies 
an  extension  of  credit  by  the  cred- 
itor. %b. 

10.  7?  seems  that  an  express  under- 
standing that  the  new  note 
should  not  affect  the  security  of 
the  first  note,  will  be  sufficient 
evidence  of  an  agreement  that 
there  was  to  be  no  extension  of 
time,  and  that  the  creditor  might 
be  at  liberty  to  sue  upon  the  first 
note  before  the  maturity  of  the 
new  note.  i&. 

11.  The  maker  of  an  over  due  note, 
at  the  request  of  the  holder,  pro- 
cured from  a  third  person  a  note 
for  the  same  amount,  payable  at 
sixty  days,  which  he  delivered  to 
the  holder  of  the  first  note,  with  a 
request  not  to  be  sued  on  the  over 
due  note,  the  latter  saying  that  he 
would  surrender  the  old  note  when 
the  new  note  was  paid.  The 
holder  procured  the  new  note  to 
be  discounted  at  bank,  and,  at  its 
maturity,  it  was  paid,  in  part  by 
the  maker,  in  discharge  of  a  debt 
which  in  the  meantime  had  be- 
come due  by  him  to  the  maker  of 
the  old  note,  the  balance  being 
paid  by  the  holder  of  the  old  note. 
Meld^  in  an  action  by  the  holder 
against  the  indorser  of  the  old 
note,  to  recover  the  amount  of  the 
balance  paid  to  take  up  the  new 
note,  that  the  taking  of  the  new 
note  was  an  extension  of  credit  to 
the  maker,  which  discharged  the 
defendant  as  indorser.  ib. 

See  Negligence,  10-13. 


BROKER. 

1.  The  defendant  had  employed  the 
plaintiff,  a  real  estate  broker,  to 
effect  a  sale  oi  his  house,  and  had 
also  employed  another  broker  to 
the  same  end.  The  latter  broker 
posted  a  bill  on  the  premises,  and 
a  purchaser  being  attracted  there- 
by, called  at  the  house,  and  was  in- 
formed by  the  tenant  that  the 
plaintiff  was  rent  collector.  The  ^ 
purchaser  then  called  on  the* 
plaintiff,  who  informed  him  of  the 
rent  and  price,  and  sent  a  clerk 
with  him  to  show  the  house.  The 
next  day,  the  purchaser,  following 
the  direction  on  the  bill,  went  to 
the  other  broker  therein  named, 
by  whom  he  was  introduced  to  the 
owner,  and  with  whom  the  negoti- 
ations took  place  which  resulted 
in  a  sale,  neild,  that  the  latter 
broker,  and  not  the  plaintiff,  had 
earned  a  commission  for  effecting 
the  sale.    MaraceUa  v.  OdeU,    123 

2.  Where  two  brokers  claimed  the 
same  commission,  each  alleging 
that  it  was  through  him  the  sale 

'  was  effected,  and  it  appeared  that 
one  had  only  called  the  attention 
of  the  subsequent  purchaser  to  the 
property,  whUe  the  other,  several 
months  afterward,  and  without 
knowing  that  the  purchaser's  at- 
tention had  previously  been  called 
to  the  property,  brought  him  and 
the  seller  together  and  effected  a 
sale.  Hdd,  that  the  latter  was  the 
procuring  cause  of  the  sale,  and 
was  entitled  to  the  commission. 
Dreyer  v.  Bauch,  434 

See  Action. 


0 

carrier' 

1 .  By  a  bill  of  lading  of  one  hundred 
casks  of  wine  to  be  shipped  from 
Bordeaux  to  New  York,  it  was 
stipulated  to  deliver  the  same  all 
full  and  in  good  condition,  the 
perils  and  risks  of  the   sea  ex- 
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cepted.  By  reason  of  rough  weath- 
er and  heavy  eeas  encountered  on 
the  voyage,  eleven  of  the  casks 
were  found,  on  arrival,  to  have 
leaked,  and  to  be  of  little  or  no 
value.  Hdd^  that  no  negligence 
being  shown,  the  freight  was 
earned.     Gunther^.  Colin,       125 

2.  A  capture,  by  public  enemies,  of 
the  property  entrusted  to  a  com- 
mon carrier^  releases  him  from  all 
further  obligation  respecting  it, 
for  that  act  puts  it  out  of  his  pow- 
er to  do  what  he  engaged  to  do. 
Spaids  V.  JV.  F.  MaUS.  8,  Co.,  139 

8.  But  where  it  appears,  in  an  action 
for  loss  of  baggage,  that  the  ene- 
my limited  his  capture  to  the  ves- 
sel, and  expressly  ^rmitted  the 
Eaasengers  to  take  with  them  their 
aggage,  and  the  captain  of  the 
captured  ship  took  charge  of,  and 
undertook  to  transfer  the  passen- 
gers' baggage  to  a  schooner  pro- 
vided by  the  enemy,  to  bring  the 
passengers  and  their  effects  to 
port,  and  that  the  baggage  was 
not  brought  on  board  the  schoon- 
er, but  was  lost:  Held,  that  it  was 
no  capture  of  the  baggage,  and 
that  the  carrier's  liability  contin- 
ued, ib. 

4.  Held  further  that  the  fact  that 
the  defendants  were  neither  the 
owners  nor  the  charterers  of  the 
captured  vessel,  but  had  merely 
placed  her  on  their  line  tempora- 
rily, charging  and  receiving  a 
commission  as  agents  on  the 
freight  and  passage  monev,  did 
not  affect  the  question  of  their 
liability  in  such  case.  ib, 

6.  By  the  laws  of  New  York,  all 
emigrants  arriving  at  the  port  of 
Kew  York  are  required  to  be  land- 
ed, with  their  baggage,  at  Castle 
Garden,  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
The  plaintiff,  being  an  emigrant 
passenger  on  the  defendants' 
steamer  from  Liverpool  to  New 
York,  was,  on  the  arrival  of  the 
vessel  at  the  Jatter  port,  transfer- 
red, vdth  the  other  emigrant  pas- 
sengers and  their  baggage,  from 
the  steamer  to  a  tug  boat  or  barge, 


by  which  they  were  carried  to  and 
landed  at  Castle  Garden.  The 
barge  was  licensed  by  the  Com- 
missioners  of  Emigration,  as  re- 
quired by  statute,  but  was  em- 
ployed by,  and  at  the  expense  of^ 
the  defendants :  Hddy  in  an  action 
by  the  plaintiff  for  the  loss  of  her 
haggage,  the  complaint  alleging  a 
breach  of  the  contract  of  carriage 
from  Liverpool  to  the  city  of  New 
York,  that  the  transportation  by 
the  barge  from  the  steamer  to  Cas- 
*  tie  Garden  was  but  a  continuation 
of  the  transit  from  Liverpool  to 
the  city  of  New  York,  which  the 
defendants  undertook  by  their  con- 
tract to  make  and  in  the  manner 
provided  bv  law ;  and  therefore 
that  the  de&ndants  are  liable  for 
non-delivery  of  the  plaintifis'  bag- 
gage to  her  at  Castle  Garden. 
Torpeyy.  Williams,  162 

6.  Both  money  and  jewelry  form 
part  of  a  passenger's  ba^age,  for 
loss  of  which  a  carrier  is  liable, 
provided  the  former  does  not  ex- 
ceed a  sum  necessary  for  traveling 
expenses,  and  the  latter  is  confined 
to  such  as  is  ordinarily  worn  about 
the  person.  ib. 

7.  In  the  absence  of  proof  of  any 
contract  on  the  part  of  a  common 
carrier  to  carry  a  passenger  and  bis 
haggage  to  a  particular  place  or 
city  in  the  port  of  destination,  it 
must  be  assumed  that  the  carrier 
undertook  to  transport  the  pas- 
senger and  his  baggage  to  the 
place  in  the  port  of  destination, 
fixed  by  the  established  usage  and 
custom  of  the  carrier.  KUin  v. 
Hamburg  American  Packet  Co.,  890 

8.  The  plaintiff  was  a  steerage  pas- 
senger on  board  of  the  defend- 
ants' steamer  from  Hamburg  to 
New  York.  On  arrival  in  the  lat- 
ter port,  the  vessel  terminated  her 
voyage  at  Hoboken,  opposite  the 
city  of  New  York,  that  being  the 
place  where,  according  to  the  es- 
tablished usage  and  custom  of  the 
defendants,  all  their  passengers 
and  their  baggage  were  landed. 
At  that  place,  the  plaintiff's  bag- 
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gage  was  placed  on  the  pier,  was 
opened  by  the  plaintiff  for  examin- 
ation by  the  enstoms*  officer  and 
was  then  taken  charge  of  by  the 
subordinates  or  empUyees  of  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration,  by 
whom  it  was  transported  to  the 
emigrant  depot,  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  as  required  by  the  stat- 
ute regulating  the  landing  of 
emigrant  passengers  in  the  port 
of  New  York.  Held^  that  in  the 
absence  of  proof  of  a  contract  on 
the  part  of  the  defendants  to 
transport  the  plaintiff  and  his 
^^^^^^  to  the  city  of  New  York, 
the  defendants  were  discharged 
from  any  further  obligation  as  to 
the  bag^ge  on  its  delivery  to  the 
Commissioners  of  Emigration  at 
Hoboken.  ib, 

9.  It  seema,  in  such  a  case,  that  the 
subordinates  or  employees  of  the 
Commissioners,  who  took  charge 
of  or  were  entrusted  with  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  bag]^ge,  are  the 
persons  who  are  liable  to  the 
plaintiff.  ib. 

See  Nboligbnce,  18. 


CLAIM  AND  DELIVERY. 

In  an  action  for  the  recovery  of  per- 
sonal property,  under  the  Code  of 
Procedure,  a  claim  (Code  §  216) 
was  interposed  on  behalf  of  a 
third  person,  by  his  agent,  who 
made  oath  that  he  was  duly 
authorized  to  make  the  claim  and 
required  affidavit:  ffeid,  that 
such  claim  and  affidavit  might  be 
made  by  the  agent  on  behalf  of  his 
principal.   Mmop  v.  Baxter,     176 


CLOUD  ON  TITLE. 

1.  A  court  of  equity  will  not  inter- 
fere in  a  case  where  an  act  en  pais 
is  complained  of  as  a  cloud  on 
title,  where  the  act  does  not  itself, 
and  without  concurring  facts  and 
circumstances,  proved  aliunde^  es- 
tablish any  interest  in,  or  title  to, 
the  premises.  MulUgan  v.  Bar- 
ing, 75 


2.  An  attachment  against  the  prop- 
erty of  a  husband,  and  a  levy 
thereunder  upon  the  wife^s  real 
estate,  and  the  filing  of  a  notice  of 
lie  pendene  constitute  prima  fade 
no  real  or  apparent  incumbrance 
or  hindrance  to  or  upon  the  wife's 
title^  and  a  court  of  equity  will 
not  interfere,  at  the  wife's  suit,  to 
discharge  the  attachment  levy 
and  vacate  the  notice  of  lis  pendens 
as  a  cloud  upon  her  title.  ib. 

CONFLICT  OP  LAWS. 

1.  The  statutes  of  this  State  allow- 
ing married  women  to  carry  on 
any  trade  or  business,  have  no 
extra-territorial  operation,  and  are 
limited  in  their  operation  to. trade 
or  business  carried  on  in  this 
State  ;  the  presumption  being,  in 
the  absence  of  proof,  that  the 
common  law  rule,  in  any  particu- 
lar State,  has  not  been  modified. 
Waldron  v.  BUchings,  288 

2.  Hence,  where  a  married  woman, 
a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
sued  in  this  State  for  services  ren- 
dered in  Massachusetts,  under  an 
agreement  made  in  Pennsylvania, 
Held  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
recover  without  showing  that  the 
common  law  rule  as  to  the  disabil- 
ity of  married  women  had  been 
changed  in  at  least  one  of  those 
States.  {b, 

8.  Where  negotiations  for  a  contract 
are  carried  on  between  two  par- 
ties living  in  different  States, 
partly  by  mail  and  partly  through 
an  agent  of  one  of  the  parties, 
the  contract  is  made  in  the  State 
where  it  first  took  effect  so  as 
to  become  of  binding  obligation 
upon  both  parties.  ib, 

CONTEMPT. 

1.  Proceedings  as  for  a  contempt  to 
enforce  a  civil  remedy,  adjuaged 
against  the  plaintiffs  and  their 
attorney  in  an  action,  is  a  pro- 
ceeding in  the  action.  Leland  v. 
Smith,  809 
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d.  It  is  no  answer  to  a  motion  to 

J^unish  a  party  as  for  a  contempt 
or  difiobedience  of  an  order  that 
an  appeal  has  been  taken  from  the 
order  and  an  undertaking  filed,  ib. 


CONTRACTS. 

1.  Since  the  passage  by  Congress  of 
the  Act  of  1857  (11  Stat  at  Large, 
168),  by  which  all  former  statutes 
declaring  foreign  coins  to  be 
legal  tender  for  debt  were  repeal- 
ed, there  is  no  legal  par  value 
of  foreign  coin  lor  commercial 
purposes,  except  as  established 
by  the  usage  of  merchants  or  the 
actual  market  value  of  the  coin. 
OMUther  V.  CoHn^  125 

2.  A  bill  of  lading  made  in  France, 
declared  the  freight  to  be  **  thirty 
francs  in  gold,^^  &c.,  payable  on 
delivery  of  goods  in  New  York. 
Held,  that  the  carrier^  in  an  action 
for  the  freight,  was  entitled  either 
to  the  coin  or  to  its  equivalent  in 
United  States  currency.  i5. 

3.  The  laws  of  the  United  States. 
not  determining  the  value  of  a 
pound  sterling  for  commercial  pur- 
poses, resort  must  be  had  to  the 
custom  of  merchants :  Eeld^  there- 
fore, on  a  recovery  in  an  action  on 
a  draft  for  fifty  pounds  sterling, 
drawn  in  London,  and  accepted 
by  the  defendant  at  New  York, 
that  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to 
the  price  of  exchange  between 
New  York  and  London.  The  real 
par  and  not  the  nominal  par  of 
exchange,  is  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages in  such  a  case.  Ouiteman  v. 
Datis^  120 

4.  Where  a  party  is  induced  to 
enter  into  a  contract  by  fraudulent 
representations  made  by  the  other 
contracting  party,  the  contract  is 
vitiated  from  the  beginning,  and 
on  proof  of  such  representations, 
the  party  stands  in  the  same 
position  as  though  the  contract 
had  not  been  made,  and  he  is  only 
required  to    make  the  objecition 


when  any  claim  is  made  upon 
him  under  the  contract.  Bipley  v. 
Hageltcn^  329 

5.  The  necessity  of  notice  upon  the 
recission^of  a  contract  exists  only 
when  the  party  rescinding  has 
received  some  benefit  or  advan- 
tage &om  the  contract,  which  be 
must  surrender  before  he  can 
claim  to  rescind.  But  were  nei- 
ther party  haa  taken  any  action 
under  the  contract,  and  neither 
has  made  any  demand  upon  the 
other  for  its  folfilment,  the  reason 
of  the  rules  fails  to  apply,  and  no 
notice  of  reci&sion  is  necessary.   t&. 

6.  The  plaintiff  purchased,  and  a- 
greed  to  hold  for  thirty  dajra,  cer- 
tain stock,  on  an  agreement  with 
the  defendant  that  the  latter 
should  bear  any  loss  on  the  trans- 
action, the  profits,  if  any,  to  be 
divided  equally  between  them. 
The  stock  having  declined  in 
price,  the  plaintiff^  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  thirty  days,  brou^t 
action,  ailing  a  lods  by  reason 
of  the  dechne.  Held^  that  no  loss 
could  be  said  to  have  been  incur- 
red by  the  plaintiff  until  the  actual 
sale  of  the  stock  by  him.  And 
not  having  sold  the  stock,  he 
could  not  recover,  as  bis  loss  on 
the  transaction,  the  difference  be- 
tween the  price  of  the  stock  and 
its  selling  price  on  the  expiration 
of  the  thirty  days.  Monroe  v. 
Peel,  128 

7.  When  clauses  are  repugnant,  the 
earlier  prevails  in  deeds  and  agree- 
ments, and  if  the  latter  provision 
is  deemed  to  be  inconsistent  with 
the  former,  the  latter  must  be  re- 
jected. Neudeeker  v.  KoMberg,  407 

8.  Where  in  a  stipulation  for  the  for- 
feiture of  a  stated  sum,  upon  the 
failure  of  performance  of  a  cove- 
nant, the  intention  of  the  parties  to 
fix  the  amount  of  damages,  which 
otherwise  would  be  conjectural 
and  uncertain,  is  plainly  expressed, 
and  the  forfeiture  is  to  be  applied 
only  in  the  event  of  the  breach  of 
a   single   covenant,  it   is  not  a 
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penalty  but  liquidated  damages. 
Shute  T.  Hamilton^  462 

0.  The  plaintifif  executed  a  contract 
■with  the  defendant,  by  which  he 
agreed  to  erect  a  building  upon 
the  ruins  of  an  old  structure ;  and 
stipulated  that,  should  he  fail  to 
complete  the  building  within  the 
time  specified  in  the  contract, 
"  fifty  dollars  for  each  and  every 
day  that  he  shall  be  in  default  is 
mutually  fixed  and  determined  as 
the  liquidated  damages  of  the 
owner  (defendant)  by  reason  there- 
of" The  day  after  the  execution 
of  the  contract,  the  plaintiff  iur- 
ther  agreed  with  the  owner  to  re- 
move the  debris  of  the  old  build- 
ing preparatory  to  the  erection  of 
the  new  building:  Held,  in  an 
action  by  the  contractor  to  recover 
the  contract  price  and  for  the  ex- 
tra work — (1.)  That  the  doing  of 
the  preparatory  work  of  clearing 
away  the  debris  of  the  old  build- 
ing was  necessarily  contemplated 
by  the  partjes  when  the  contract 
was  made,  and  that  the  plaintiffs^ 
subsequent  agreement  to  do  such 
preparatory  work  did  not  modify 
the  contract,  or  enlarge  the  time 
within  which,  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract,  the  new  building  was  to 
be  completed.  (2.)  That  the  "fifty 
dollars  for  each  and  every  day  "  of 
delay  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  the 
contractor,  are  liquidated  dam- 
ages and  not  a  penalty,  which  the 
owner  might  set  up  by  way  of  coun- 
ter-claim. (8.)  That  payments  by 
the  own^  on  account  of  the  work 
done,  made  after  the  plaintifis' 
failure  to  complete  the  building 
within  the  stipulated  time,  did  not 
constitute  a  waiver  of  the  condi- 
tion in  the  contract  as  to  the  time 
of  completion,  or  of  the  owner^s 
claims  tor  damages  under  it.      i&. 

10.  After  a  breach  of  the  condition 
of  a  contract,  a  claim  for  damages 
for  the  breach  will  not,  as  a  gen- 
eral rule,  be  deemed  to  be  waived 
except  by  a  new  agreement.       ib, 

11.  In  determining  whether  a  pen- 
alty  or    liquidated    damages   is 


meant  in  a  contract,  the  actual 
intention  of  the  parties,  in  view  of 
the  whole  subject-matter,  is  looked 
to,  and  if  this  is  doubtful  upon 
the  face  of  the  Instrument,  the 
instrument  may  be  aided  and  the 
real  intention  ascertained  by  proof 
of  extrinsic  facts.  t^. 

12.  The  admission  of  evidence  to 
show  that  the  actual  damages  sus- 
tained by  the  party  were  greater 
than  the  sum  fixed  in  the  contract 
as  liquidated  damages :  Held,  not  a 
material  error,  as  the  amount  re- 
coverable could  not,  and  did  not, 
exceed  the  amount  of  damages  as 
fixed  and  liquidated  by  the  con- 
tract ib. 

13.  The  contract  provided  that  the 
plaintiffs  were  not  to  excuse  their 
delay  on  account  of  any  neglect  of 
other  contractors,  unless  written 
notice  of  such  neglect  was  given 
to  the  defendant,  and  no  such  no- 
tice had  been  given :  Held,  that 
the  referee  was  not  in  error  in 
refusing  to  find  that  the  plaintiff 
had  been  delayed  six  weeks  by  the 
delay  in  the  work  of  other  con- 
tractors, ib. 

14.  By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the 
plaintiff  were  to  furnish  proper 
materials,  but  they  might  use  such 
of  the  materials  of  the  old  struc- 
ture as  were  good  enough,  and  the 
plaintiff  did  use  many  or  the  old 
brick:  Held,  that  they  could  not 
recover  for  extra  work  in  cleaning 
such  old  brick.  w. 

« 

15.  Where  negotiations  for  a  con- 
tract are  carried  on  between  two 
parties  living  in  different  States, 
partly  by  mail  and  partly  through 
the  agent  of  one  of  the  parties,  the 
contract  is  made  in  the  State 
where  it  first  took  effect  so  as  to 
become  of  binding  obligation  up- 
on both  parties.  Waldron  v.  BiteK- 
mgs,  288 

CONSIGNOR 

1.  Where  a  consignor  of  a  cargo 
improperly  detains  a  vessel  from 
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going  to  sea,  he  is  liable  to  the 
owner  for  his  special  damages. 
Bitt^y  Y.  Bennett^  225 

2.  The  defendant  shipped  by  the 
plaintifis'  vessel  twenty -eight'bales 
of  cotton.  By  the  Internal  Reve- 
nue laws  (Act  of  July  18th,  1866, 
f  5)  it  is  declared  to  be  unlawful 
for  the  master  of  a  vessel  to  con- 
vey or  transport  cotton  from  any 
point  in  the  district  in  which  it 
shall  have  been  produced,  without 
a  permit  from  the  collector  of  the 
district,  and  a  certificate  that  the 
tax  has  been  paid.  The  defendant 
promised  the  master  of  the  vessel 
to  procure  such  a  certificate  and 
permit,  but  having  neglected  to  do 
s«,  the  master  was  unable  to  get  a 
clearance,  and  was  detained  ele^n 
days  from  going  to  sea:  Held, 
that  the  defendant  was  liable  in 
damages,  it  being  shown  that  the 
master  had  taken  the  best  means 
known  to  him  to  notify  the  de- 
fendant of  the  cause  of  the  delay. 
Held,  further,  that  in  such  a  case, 
it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  master 
either  to  pay  the  tax,  in  order  to 
obtain  a  clearance  of  the  vessel,  or 
to  unload  and  store  the  cotton.    t&. 

8.  Where  there  has  been  no  agree- 
ment as  to  the  rate  of  demurrage, 
the  charterer  or  owner  recovers  an 
equivalent  in  damages  for  the 
whole  time  that  the  vessel  is  de- 
tained, through  the  delay  or  negli- 
gence of  the  freighter,  the  measure 
of  damages  being  the  loss  or  injury 
sustained  thereby,  which  may  be 
ascertained  by  showing  what  the 
•vessel  is  capable  of  earning,  or 
usually  earns  per  diem,  ib. 

See  Bailmbitt. 


C0N8PIRACT. 

1.  In  an  action  for  damages  for  fraud 
and  conspiracy,  the  complaint  need 
not  set  out  in  detail  the  various 
facts  and  circumstances  relied  on 
to  establish  the  coirii)licity  of  the 
defendants.  It  is  sumcient  to  aver 
the  combination,  its  object  and  its 


accomplisbment,  to  the  injuiy  of 
the  plaintiff  Tnguan^  v.  8alo- 
numy  158 

2.  It  is  not  error  for  a  judge  to  chai]^ 
the  jury,  in  an  action  lor  conspir- 
acy, that  they  may  find  for  the 
plaintiffs,  against  the  defendants, 
on  the  evidence  of  an  allied  ac- 
complice, even  though  unsupport- 
ed and  uncorroborated,  at  the 
same  time  properly  instructing 
them  as  to  the  weight  and  value 

'  of  such  evidence,  and  the  caution 
to  be  exercised  in  considering  it 


C0NVER8I0X. 

1 .  In  an  action  by  a  consignor  against 
his  consignee  for  the  conversion  of 
the  proceeds  of  certain  gooda  con- 
signed for  sale,  it  is  no  defense 
that  the  defendant  paid  over  the 
proceeds  to  a  creditor  of  a  third 
person,  alleged  to  be  the  owner  of 
the  goods,  in  obedience  to  an  order 
of  a  judp^  made  in  supplementary 
proceedings  against  such  third  per- 
son, under  §g  294,  297  of  the  Ck>de 
of  procedure.     Barnard  v.  KMe^ 

873 

2.  Where  it  appears  that  a  judgmoit 
debtor^s  right  to  money  in  the 
hands  of  a  bailee  is  disputed,  the 
court  has  no  authority,  in  supple- 
mentary proceedings  against  such 
debtor,  to  order  the  same  to  be 
paid  over  b^  the  bailee  towards 
.the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment. 
The  conflicting  claims  of  the  bailor 
and  of  the  judgment  debtor  to  the 
money  can  only  be  tried  and  de- 
termined in  an  action  brought  for 
its  recovery  by  a  receiver  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose.  w, 

8.  Such  an  order  having  been  made 
without  authority,  ol^dience  to  it 
by  the  bailee  will  not  afford  any 
protection  to  him  against  the 
bailor's  action  for  a  conversion  of 
the  money.  ib. 

4.  The  plaintiff  agreed  to  purchase 
from  the  defendant  a  quantity  of 
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wbiskey  then  owned  by  a  third 
party,  to  be  paid  for  when  it 
should  *' arrive  and  be  inspected  " 
at  a  designated  warehouse.  The 
plaintiff  made  a  partial  payment 
on  account  of  the  price,  but  on 
the  arrival  and  inspection  of  the 
whiskey  at  the  warehouse,  a  dis- 
pute arose  as  to  the  exact  quantity 
to  be  paid  for,  and  the  plaintiff 
refusing  to  make  any  farther  pay- 
ment, the  defendant  sold  the  whis- 
key. Udd^  in  an  action  for  con- 
version, that  there  being  no  de- 
livery to  the  plaintiff,  nor  full  pay- 
ment by  him  of  the  price,  no  title 
passed  to  him,  and  he  could  not 
maintain  the  action.  Fey  v.  Smithy 

886 
See  Bailment. 


CORPORATIONS. 

1.  The  by-laws  of  a  mutual  benevo- 
lent society  provided  for  the  pay- 
ment of  $5  per  week,  by  the 
societv,  to  each  member  during 
his  sickness  or  disability;  but 
further  provided  that  there  should 
be  a  forfeiture  of  such  benefits  for 
a  period  of  three  months  &om  and 
after  the  liquidation  of  any  arrears 
of  dues  by  a  member.  The  plaint- 
iff^ a  member  of  the  society,  hav- 
ing paid  up  hb  arrears  of  dues  in 
Apnl,  became  sick  in  May  follow- 
ing. Eeldy  in  an  action  by  the 
plaintiff  against  the  society,  to 
recover  $5  per  week  during  the 
period  of  his  sickness,  that  the 
latter  by-law  was  unreasonable, 
and  the  plaintiff  could  recover. 
Oartan  v.  Father  Matthew  United 
Ben.  8oe.y  20 

2.  It  is  a  governing  rule  with  regard 
to  corporations,  that  their  by-laws 
must  be  reasonable,  and  such  as 
are  vexatious,  unequai,  oppressive, 
or  manifestly  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  corporation,  are 
void.  ib, 

8.  The  individual  members  of  a  vol- 
untary unincorporated  association 
have  no  power,  except  in  their  col- 
lective capacity,  to  dispose  of  its 


property  or  effects,  or  of  any  sap- 
posed  proportionate  part  or  inter- 
est therein.  McMahon  v.  BauhVy  1 16 

4.  One  of  the  members  of  an  unin- 
corporated society  or  club  made  a 
contract  with  it  to  build  a  pleasure 
boat,  and  the  club  advanced  to 
him,  on  account  of  the  contract 
price^  the  sum  of  $500.  The  con- 
tracting member,  having  failed  to 
perform  his  contract,  twenty  mem- 
bers of  the  club  executed  to  four 
other  members,  the  plaintiff,  an 
assignment  of  their  interest  in  the 
contract.  The  assignees  sued  the 
contracting  member  in  the  Marine 
Court,  to  recover  the  $500  ad- 
vanced, making  parties  defendant 
(under  Code,  §§  118  and  119)  the 
remaining  members  who  had  re- 
fused to  execute  the  assignment, 
or  to  unite  as  plaintiffs  in  the  ac- 
tion. EeJd,  that  the  action  could 
not  be  maintained.  Although  a 
court  of  equity  might  afford  relief 
in  such  a  case,  there  being  no 
remedy  at  law,  the  Marine  Court, 
which  has  no  equitable  powers, 
could  not  render  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  plainti&  ib, 

5.  In  the  absence  of  legislative  restric- 
tion, corporations  have  full  author- 
ity to  sell  and  convey  their  prop- 
erty, upon  special  trusts  or  other- 
wise; and  where  the  legislature 
prescribes  the  purpose  for  which 
such  act  is  to  be  performed,  the 
courts  are  disposed  to  construe 
such  grants  of  power  in  a  liberal 
way.  Although  the  statute  (1 
Rev.  Stat.,  600,  §  8),  enacts  that 
corporations  shall  only  possess  or 
exercise  such  additional  powers, 
beyond  those  given  by  their  char- 
ter or  some  general  law,  as  are 
necessary  to  the  exercise  of  those 
expressly  given,  such  necessity  will 
not  be  construed  to  be  an  absolute 
one,  but  one  including  such  other 
things  as  are  implied  in  the  princi- 
pal grant  or  appurtenant  tnereto 
or  convenient  and  ordinarily  exer- 
cised therewith.  Central  Gold 
Mining  Oo.  v.  Piatt,  263 

6.  A  sale  and  assignment  of  shares 
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of  the  capital  stock  of  a  corpora- 
tion, attended  by  a  delivery  of  the 
certificate,  vests  in  the  vendee  the 
title  to  the  stock,  notwithstanding 
a  provision  contained  in  the  certif 
icate  that  the  stock  was  transfer- 
able only  upon  the  books  of  the 
company.  Comeau  dk  Ouild  Farm 
Oa  Co,,  218 

7.  Hence  the  service  of  an  attach- 
ment against  the  assignor  by  the 
sheriflf  on  the  oflBcers  of  the  com- 
pany, after  such  assignment,  vests 
no  equity  in  the  sheriflF,  and  the 
company  cannot  refuse,  on  the 
ground  of  such  attachment,  to 
make  a  transfer  on  its  books  to  the 
vendee.  And  for  such  a  refusal 
the  company  is  liable  to  the  vendee 
for  the  value  of  the  stock.  ib. 

See  EvroBNCB,  1. 

FORSIGN  CORrOBAflONB. 

MmiNG  &  Manufactubjno 
Co. 

COSTS. 

1.  To  lay  a  foundation  for  costs  in 
an  action  against  executors  and 
administrators,  the  claim  presented 
for  payment  and  offered  to  be 
referred,  before  action  brought, 
must  be  substantially  the  claim 
upon  which  the  plaintiff  subse- 
quently recovers.     Genet  v.  Binsse, 

239 

2.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  claim 
presented  shoald  be  of  the  precise 
amount  recovered  in  the  action,  or 
that  it  should  be  in  favor  of  precise- 
ly the  same  party,  so  long  as  the 
executor  is  not  misled  and  is  ap- 
prised of  the  general  nature  of  the 
claim.  Nor  is  it  necessary  that  the 
claim  should  have  been  presented 
to  each  of  two  executors.  ib, 

8.  The  power  of  a  court  or  of  any 
oflBcer  thereof  to  tax  for  costs,  dis- 
bursements, or  charges  at  law  or 
in  equity,  is  confined  to  business 
done  in  court  in  the  progress  of  a 
cause,  except  where  the  statute 
otherwise  provides.  Lynch  v. 
Meyers,  256 


4.  A  court,  of  equity  has  no  inherent 
jurisdiction  to  award  costs  inde- 
pendent of  statutory  authority. 
Hence,  in  a  suit  between  copart- 
ners for  a  settlement  of  the  copart- 
nership affairs,  the  court  win  not, 
before  final  judgment,  appropriate 
any  part  of  the  partnership  funds 
in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  as  a 
compensation  or  allowance  to  the 
plaintiff  ^s  attorney  for  his  services 
m  the  action.  Strutheru  v.  C/tristal, 

827 

COUNTER-CLAIM. 

In  an  action  upon  contract  for  work 
done,  the  only  counter-claim  by 
the  defendant  beins  a  liquidated 
amount  by  way  of  damages  for 
failure  to  complete  the  work  by 
the  stipulated  time,  the  referee 
found  that  part  of  the  work  was 
"badly  done,"  and  allowed  the 
defendant  |1,891  for  it:  Held, 
that  the  finding  coidd  not  be  sus- 
tained by  way  either  of  counter- 
claim or  recoupment,  there  being 
no  claim  for  damages  on  that 
accoimt  set  up  in  the  answer. 
Shuts  V.  EamUton,  462 


COURT  OP  COMMON  PLEAS, 

1.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  has 
jurisdiction  of  an  action  for  the 
partition  of  real  estate,  McOlete 
V.  Goodwin,  186 

2.  The  Court  of  Conmion  Pleas  is, 
as  to  all  appealable  questions  from 
the  Marine  Court,  the  court  of 
final  resort  (except  when  it  allows 
an  appeal  to  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals), and  its  orders  are  con- 
clusive.   Leland  v.  Smith,        309 

3.  In  an  action  in  this  Court,  it  is 
not  necessary  that  it  should  ap- 
pear by  the  complaint  that  the 
defendant  resides  within  the  dty 
and  county  of  New  York.  It  is 
sufficient,  to  give  the  court  juris- 
diction, that  the  defendant  was 
served  in  that  county.  Johnson  v. 
Aekerson,  480 
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4.  Power  of  a  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  to  take  acknowl- 
edgment of  Deed  as  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace.    Appendix^  547 


CREDITOR'S  ACTION. 

A  creditor  at  large,  not  haying  ex- 
hausted bis  legal  remedy  of  judg- 
ment and  execution,  has  no  status 
in  a  court  of  equity  to  invoke 
its  aid  to  test  the  validity  of  a 
judgment  obtained  and  a  mort- 

-  gage  alleged  to  have  been  ex- 
ecuted by  a  debtor  to  defraud  his 
creditors.    Bowne$Y.  Wild^      258 


D 

DAMAGES. 
See  ATTACHMEirr,  8. 

DEFAMATION. 

1.  The  foundation  of  the  action  for 
de&mation,  whether  libel  or  slan- 
der, is  an  injury  done  to  rei>uta 
tion ;  that  is,  that  the  plaintiff  is 
injured  thereby  in  the  estimation 
ol    others.    Broderiek   v.    James, 

481 

2.  In  order  to  constitute  a  publica- 
tion in  an  action  for  oral  defama- 
tion, the  words  must  be  heard 
and  understood  by  some  person 
other  than  the  plaintiff^  to  whom 
they  were  addressed,  and  in  the 
absence  of  such  proof,  judgment 
should  be  for  the  defendant,  al- 
though the  answer  sets  up  matter 
in  mitigation,  tending  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  words  alleged 
to  have  been  spoken.  t&. 

DIVORCE. 

1.  On  a  final  decree  in  a  suit  for 
separation  against  the  husband 
the  court  may  direct  the  payment 
by  the  defendant  of  a  sum,  by 
way  of  counsel  fee,  to  the  plaint- 
iff's attorney  for  services  per- 
formed by  him  in  the  cause.    The 


power  of  the  court,  conferred  by 
statute,  to  require  such  payment 
in  an  action  tor  divorce  "  during 
its  pendency,"  is  not  taken  away 
by  the  final  decree  in  the  cause. 
Oreen  v.  Oreen^  858 

.  The  amount  required  to  be  paid 
to  the  wife,  in  a  suit  for  divorce 
or  separation,  to  enable  her  to 
carry  on  the  suit,  is  discretionary 
with  the  judge,  and  cannot  be 
reviewed  on  appeal.  i&. 


E 

EASEMENTS. 

1.  The  owner  of  two  adjoining  lots 
of  land,  Numbers  88  and  85,  dug 
a  vault,  extending  partly  into 
each  lot,  from  which  he  construct- 
ed a  drain  running  through  lot 
No.  85  to  the  street  sewer.  He 
conveyed  lot  No.  85  to  the  de- 
fendant by  deed  containing  a 
covenant  against  incumbrances, 
and  subsequently  conveyed  lot 
No.  88  to  the  plaintiff  Held, 
that  the  defendant  took  his  lot 
with  the  servitude  annexed,  and 
that  the  plaintiff  might  maintain 
an  injunction  to  restrain  defendant 
from  destroying  the  drain.  But- 
terworth  v.  Orawford^  57 

2.  It  is  no  defense  to  such  an  action 
that  the  defendant  purchased  his 

'  lot  without  notice  of  the  easement. 

ib. 

ESTOPPEL. 

Where  in  an  action  against  a  co- 
partnership on  an  acceptance  by 
it,  a  party  is  shown  to  have  acted 
as  a  partner,  and  to  have  accepted 
the  drafts  in  suit  in  the  firm  name, 
he  is  estopped  from  denying  the 
copartner^p.  McStea  v.  Mat- 
thews,  849 

EVIDENCE. 

1.  The  books  and  minutes  of  a  cor- 
poration are,  as  a  general  rule, 
evidence  of  the  acts  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  corporate  body,  and  if 
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there  ifl  nothing  to  render  them 
'  suspicions,  they  may  be  referred 
to,  in  order  to  show  the  regular- 
ity and  legality  of  its  proceed- 
ings. Ahenietky  y.  OhwM  of  ths 
PurUanSy  1 

2.  The  rule  which  precludes  a  pro- 
fessional adviser  from  disclosing 
what  occurred  between  himself 
and  his  client,  was  intended  for 
the  client^s  benefit,  and  the  latter 
consenting,  such  evidenoe  is  ad- 
missible.   BrUton  v.  Lorem,       23 

8.  Testimony  as  to  what  occurred 
between  an  insolvent  debtor  and 
one  of  his  creditors,  to  whom  the 
former  was  about  to  make  a  bill 
of  sale,  but  before  its  execution, 
as  to  what  it  was  best  for  the  in- 
solvont  to  do,  is  admissible  as 
part  of  the  res  gegta,  ib. 

4.  In  an  action  for  fraud  and  deceit, 
consummated'  by  the  co-operation 
of  two  or  more,  the  acts,  state- 
ments, or  declarations  of  the  con- 
federates, or  of  any  one  of  them, 
are  admissible  in  evidence,  when 
they  form  part  of  the  res  gestcs^ — 
that  is,  when  they  were  made  or 
done  during  the  pendency  of  the 
criminal  enterprise,  and  in  further- 
ance of  its  object ;  but  if  made 
afterwards,  and  are  in  effect  sim- 
ply an  account  of  a  past  transac- 
tion, they  are  not  admissible: 
Held^  however,  that  the  admission 
of  one  of  the  confederates,  though 
made  after  the  consummation  of 
the  fraud,  is  admissible  as  against 
himself,  and  is  sufficient  to  cnarge 
hiuL    Dart  v.  Walker,  136 

5.  Where  a  party  stipulates,  as  a 
condition  of  opening  a  default, 
that  an  affidayit  may  be  read  in 
evidence  at  the  trial,  in  case  of 
the  absence  of  the  affiant :  Held^ 
that  in  case  of  such  absence,  the 
affidavit  was  properly  read  as  evi- 
dence on  the  trial.  Ynguanto  v. 
Salomon^  153 

6.  Where  facts  and  circumstances 
are  shown  which  warrant  a  pre- 
sumption that  a  book  or  document 


sought  contains  evidence  which 
will  prove  or  tend  to  prove  some 
facts  which  the  party  applying  has 
to  establish,  the  application  for  a 
discovery  should  be  granted: 
Eeldy  therefore,  in  an  action  to  re- 
strain an  infringement  of  a  trade 
mark,  that  the  defendants  were 
entitled  to  an  order  for  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  plaintiff*  books,  it 
appearing  by  affidavits  that  such 
books  were  likely  to  show  that 
the  trade  mark  had  not  become 
the  symbol  of  a  well-known  and 
valuable  article  of  merchandize, 
and  that  the  plaintifi&  were  not 
the  prior  users  of  the  trade  mark. 
Union  Paper  CoUar  Co,  v.  Metro- 
politan Collar  Co.,  171 


EXECUTORS  AOT)   ADMmiB- 
TRATORS. 

1.  To  lay  a  foundation  for  costs  in 
an  action  against  executors  and 
administrators,  the  claim  presented 
for  payment  and  offered  to  be 
referred,  before  action  brought, 
must  be  mbetantiaUy  the  claim 
upon  which  the  plaintiff  subse- 
quently recovers.     Genet  v.  Bouse, 

239 

2.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  daim 
presented  should  be  of  the  pre- 
cise amount  recovered  in  the  ac- 
tion, or  that  it  should  be  in  &Tor 
of  precisely  the  same  party,  so 
long  as  the  executor  is  not  misled 
and  is  apprised  of  the  general  na- 
ture of  the  claim.  Nor  is  it  ne- 
cessary that  the  claim  should  have 
been  presented  to  each  of  two 
executors.  A. 

See  Joint  Liabtlitt,  1,  2. 


EXECUTION. 

Under  the  Code,  a  second  execotion 
may  be  issued,  by  leave  of  the 
court,  after  five  years  £x>m  t^e 
entry  of  judjnnent,  although  the 
judgment  creditor  has  commenced 
supplementary  proceeding-;  on  the 
judgment.  ASmith  v.  MaAoney,  285 
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FALSE  IMPRISONMENT. 

A  stay  of  proceedings  "until  the 
fhrther  order  of  the  court,"  does 
not  cease  to  operate  until  a  fur- 
ther order  is  actually  entered.  A 
mere  decision  of  the  motion,  in 
connection  with  which  the  stay 
was  granted,  endorsed  by  the 
judge  upon  the  motion  papers, 
will  not  operate  as  a  vacatur: 
Meld,  therefore,  that  the  obtaining 
and  issuing  of  an  attachment 
pending  such  stay  uf  proceedings, 
was  not  only  unlawful  in  itself, 
but  sufficient  to  support  a  finding 
of  malice  in  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment.  Aekroyd  y.  Aek- 
royd,  88 


FOREIGN  CORPORATIONS. 

1.  A  foreign  corporation  is  the  mere 
creature  of  the  law  of  the  State 
or  goY emment  which  gave  it  exist- 
ence, and  the  validity  of  its  acts, 
outside  of  the  State  of  its  creation, 
depends  upon  the  laws  of  the 
sovereignty  where  they  are  trans- 
acted. When  it  attempts  to  trans- 
act business  in  another  State  it 
does  so  upon  the  conditions  pre- 
scribed by  its  laws  and  subject  to 
the  process  of  its  courts.  A  hern 
y.  NatiorM  Steamship  Co.y        399 

2.  From  the  artificial  and  imper- 
sonal character  of  such  an  institu- 
tion outside  of  the  State  of  its 
creation,  it  is  evident  that  a  for- 
eign juriFdiction  over  it  must  be 
of  a  special  statutory  character,  ib. 

8.  The  different  and  progressive 
statutes  conferring  jurisdiction 
over  foreign  corporations  in  this 
State  explained  and  commented 
upon.  lb, 

4.  The  District  Courts  of  the  city 
of  New  York  have  neither  by 
express  or  implied  grant,  any  ju- 
risdiction in  an  action  against  a 
foreign    corporation,    having     a 


place  of  business  in  that  city,  to 
proceed,  in  invitum ;  and  a  judg- 
ment rendered  a^inst  such  a  cor- 
poration, it  having  appeared  and 
objected  to  the  jurisdiction,  will 
be  reversed.  ib. 


FORFEITURES. 

Forfeitures  are  not  favored  in  equity, 
and  where  the  meaning  is  doubt- 
ful, or  it  requires  a  strained  or 
very  technical  construction  of  lan- 
guage to  make  out  a  forfeiture,  it 
will  not,  in  equity,  be  inferred 
that  a  forfeiture  was  intended. 
AJtemeihy  v.  Church  of  the  Furi- 
tanSy  1 


FORMER  ADJUDICATION. 

1.  A  judgment  entered  upon  the 
dismissal  of  the  complaint  in 
another  action  between  the  same 
parties  for  the  same  cause  of  ac- 
tion, is  not  a  bar  to  the  com- 
mencement of  a  new  action  on 
the  same  grounds,  against  the 
same  parties.  Ripley  v.  Eagd- 
ton,  829 

2.  The  rule  that  after  a  cause  in  a 
justice's  court  is  finally  submitted 
for  decision,  a  discontinuance  by 
the  plaintiff  operates  as  an  a^u- 
dication  on  the  merits  in  favor  of 
the  defend  ent,  and  is  res  adjudicata 
of  the  subject  matter  between  the 
parties,  will  be  limited  in  its  oper- 
ation to  the  particular  issue  in- 
volved in  the  action,  and  cannot 
operate  as  a  bar  to  an  action  be- 
tween the  same  parties,  involv- 
ing other  issues,  though  in  the 
same  subject  matter.  (HUilan  v. 
iSfpratt,  440 

3.  In  summary  proceedings  insti- 
tuted by  a  landlord  before  a  jus- 
tice of  a  district  court,  to  dispos- 
sess a  tenent  for  holding  over  after 
the  expiration  of  the  term  with- 
out permission  of  the  landlord, 
the  tenant  interposed  a  counter 
affidavit  denying  that  he  held 
over,  and  also  denied  the  land- 
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lord^s  title  on  the  ^ound  that  the 
title  to  the  premises  was  vested 
in  the  Mayor,  &c.,  of  the  city  and 
county  of  New  York,  under  cer- 
tain proceedings  taking  the  land 
for  a  public  street.  Ten  days  af- 
ter the  trial  and  submission  of  the 
matter  to  the  justice,  he  discon- 
tinued the  proceeding,  on  motion 
of  the  landlord,  without  notice  to 
the  tenant.  Eeld^  in  an  action 
subsequently  brought  by  the  land- 
lord to  recover  the  rent  reserved 
in  the  lease  and  for  damages  for 
use  and  occupation  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  term,  that  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  summary  pro- 
ceedings before  the  justice  was 
not  an  adjudication  in  favor  of 
the  tenant  so  as  to  be  a  bar  to 
this  action.  ib. 

4.  The  record  of  a  judgment  of  a 
court  of  concurrent  jurisdiction  is 
conclusive  and  final  between  the 
same  parties,  upon  the  same  mat- 
ter coming  directly  in  question  in 
another  suit,  and  it  can  be  set  up 
in  the  answer  as  a  bar,  or  given  in 
evidence  upon  the  trial  under  any 
form  of  pleading,  amounting  to  a 
general  denial  of  the  matter  in  re- 
spect to  which  it  is  conclusive. 
Derby  v.  Hartman^  458 

5.  Although  evidence  may  be  allowed 
to  show  that  the  demand  was  a  dif- 
ferent one  in  respect  to  which  no 
testimony  had  been  given,  an  offer 
of  evidence  which,  if  admitted, 
would  be  to  try  again  what  had 
once  been  abjudicated  upon,  should 
be  overruled.  ib. 

6.  A  judgment  of  a  court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  is  only  conclusive 
in  subsequent  controversies,  as  be- 
tween the  same  parties  or  their 
privies,  and  upon  the  points  actu- 
ally decided.  The  estoppel  there- 
by created  must,  however,  be  mu- 
tual.   Brennan  v.  Blathy  478 

7.  The  rent  under  an  agreement  by 
lease  being  payable  monthly, 
claims  of  the  lessor  for  the  rent  of 
the  several  successive  months  are 
eeverable  and  assignable,  and  a 


judgment  against  the  tenant  for 
the  rent  of  one  such  month,  in 
favor  of  an  assignee  of  the  lessor's 
claim  for  that  month's  rent,  is  not 
conclusive  against ^the  tenant  in  an 
action  by  another  assignee  of  a 
subsequent  month*s  rent.  tb. 

FRAUD. 

1.  A  bill  of  sale,  absolute  on  its  face, 
is  conclusive  only  as  between  the 
parties  to  it.  It.  may  be  impeached 
by  third  parties,  and  declared  void 
upon  the  ground  of  fraud,  or  for 
the  reason  that  it  was  given  for  a 
purpose  different  from  what  ap- 
pears on  its  face,  when  the  purpose 
la  one  that  cannot  be  lawtully  ef- 
fected in  that  way.  Brittan  v.  Lo- 
remy  23 

3.  A  party,  who,  knowing  it  to  be 
false,  represented  himaeff  to  be  tbe 
agent  of  another,  and  as  sucb 
agent  to  have  authority  to  execute 
a  lease  of  certain  premisea,  and 
promised  to  execute,  or  procure 
the  execution  of  a  lease,  when,  in 
fact,  he  had  no  such  authority  or 
agency,  is  liable  in  damages  to  one 
who,  believing  the  representations 
to  be  true,  acted  upon  them,  and 
incurred  expense  and  loss  thereby. 
Bung  V.  Parher,  •         89 

3.  To  entitle  plaintiff  to  recover  in 
such  an  action,  he  should  show 
that  the  representations  were  made, 
and  that  they  were  false ;  that  he 
acted  upon  them,  believing  them 
to  be  true,  and  that  he  has  thereby 
sustained  damages.  ib, 

4.  In  such  case,  the  plaintiff  is  enti- 
tled to  recover  such  damages  as  are 
the  natural  and  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  wrong  done,  e,  g, 
fixtures  prepared  for  the  premises, 
and  storage  and  insurance  paid  on 
the  same.  s6. 

5.  The  fact  that  the  promise  was  by 
parol  of  a  lease  for  more  than  one 
year,  and  therefore  void  under  the 
statute  of  frauds,  will  not  relieve 
the  defendant  from  liability  in  such 
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a  case.  The  statute  was  intended 
to  apply  to  transactions  between 
parties  having  the  right  and  power 
to  make  the  necessary  agreement, 
and  was  not  designed  for,  and  has 
no  application  to,  any  contracting 
party  who  assumes  to  have,  but 
has  not,  the  right  to  contract  in 
reference  to  the  land  designated. 


6.  Items  of  expenditures,  induced  by 
the  defendant's  promise  in  such  a 
case,  although  not  specially  plead- 
ed by  the  plaintiff,  are  admissible 
in  evidence  as  a  part  of  the  res 
gesta  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  re- 
lied and  acted  on  the  defendant's 
promise.  ib. 


7.  Query^  whether  a  party  haying 
permitted  evidence  to  be  given 
upon  the  subject  of  damages,  and 
having  commented  upon  it  with- 
out objecting  to  its  admissibility, 
can,  after  me  conclusion  of  the 
trial,  avail  himself  of  an  exception 
in  regard  to  it,  on  the  ground  that 
the  items  are  too  remote.  ib. 

8.  It  is  well  settled  that  where  fraud- 
ulent representations  are  alleged  as 
the  basis  of  an  arrest,  it  must  ap- 
pear, not  only,  that  the  represen- 
tations were  false,  but  that  they 
were  known  to  be  so  by  the  party 

'  making  them,  at  the  time  they 
wqre  made.  TJiorp  v.  Wadding- 
ton,  275 

9.  When  fraud  is  relied  upon  as  sub- 
jecting a  party  to  arrest,  the  par- 
ticular facts  constituting  the  fraud 
should  be  set  forth.  Thus  where 
the  plaintiff's  affidavit  on  an  ap- 
plication for  an  order  of  arrest, 
merely  avers  that  the  representa- 
tions made  by  the  defendant  were 
false  and  fraudulent,  leaving  the 
facts  a  matter  of  mere  conjecture : 
Jleldj  that  the  affidavit  is  defect- 
ive in  stating  simply  conclusion, 
which  may  or  may  not  be  correct, 
and  is  not  sufficient  to  warrant  an 
order  of  arrest.  ib, 

VOL.  in.— 37 


See  Arbbbt,  1,  2. 
Contracts,  4,  5. 
conspibacy,  1,  2. 


G 

GIFT. 
See  Marbied  Women,  4. 


H 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 

1.  In  an  action  against  a  husband 
for  necessities  iumished  to  his 
wife,  it  is  sufficient  for  the  plaint- 
iff's case  to  show  that  the  mar- 
riage ceremony  between  the  de- 
fendant and  his  alleged  wife  took 
place,  and  that  he  held  her  out  to 
the  plaintiff  as  his  wife.  Johnston 
V.  AlUn,  48 

2.  In  such  an  action,  testimony  that 
the  marriage  was  void  by  reason 
of  the  wife's  having  had  a  hus- 
band, by  a  previous  marriage, 
still  living;  EM,  properly  ex- 
cluded. Third  persons  dealing 
with  the  wife  on  the  strength  of 
her  conjugal  rights  cannot  be  con- 
fronted with  the  illegality  of  a 
marriage  which  has  in  effect  been 
declared  valid,  and  been  acted 
upon  by  the  assumed  husband  and 
wife.  ib, 

3.  To  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  a  prelimi- 
nary injunction  in  an  action  to 
restrain  the  defendant  from  harbor- 
ing the  plaintiff's  wife,  it  must  ap- 
pear conclusively  that  the  defend- 
ant has  acted  maliciously  and  not 
from  motives  of  humanity.  Hence, 
where,  on  such  a  motion,  the 
defendant,  who  was  the  wife's 
father,  denied  any  malice  or  im- 
proper influence  over  the  wife, 
and  the  wife  averred  fears  of  per- 
sonal violence  from  her  husband, 
the  motion  will  be  denied.  Camp- 
belly,  Carter,  1G5 
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mJUNCTIOK 

1.  The  court  will  restrain,  by  in- 
junction, the  execution  of  a  void 
warrant  isBued  in  sumroair  pro- 
ceedings for  the  recovery  of  land, 
it  appearing  that  the  party  in 
whose  favor  the  warrant  was  is- 
sued was  irresponsible,  and  the 
plaintiff  had,  tnerefore,  no  ade- 
quate remedy  at  law,  in  case  of  the 
execution  of  such  warrant. ,  Welz 
V.  mUsy  172 

2.  The  plaintiff,  under  the  apprehen- 
sion that  her  husband  would  be 
taken  to  prison  under  an  order  of 
arrest  issued  against  him  on  the 
application  of  the  defendants,  exe- 
cuted a  chattel  mortgage  on  her 

Eroperty  to  the  defendants.  There 
eing  some  doubt  as  to  the  val- 
idity of  the  clum  for  the  payment 
of  which  the  mortgage  was  made : 
Edd,  that  the  court  will  enjoin  the 
defendants  from  disposing  of  the 
mortgage  or  interfering  with  the 
mortgaged  property  until  the  hear- 
ing of  the  action.  Jona  v.  Die- 
derichy  177 

8.  To  entitle  the  ^plaintiff  to  a  pre- 
liminary injunction  in  an  action 
to  restrain  the  defendant  firom 
harboring  the  plaintiff^s  wife,  it 
must  appear  conclusively  that  the 
defendant  has  acted  maliciously, 
and  not  from  motives  of  humanity. 
Hence,  where,  on  such  a  motion, 
the  defendant,  who  was  the  wife's 
father,  denied  any  malice  or  im- 
proper influence  over  the  wife,  and 
the  wife  averred  fears  of  personal 
violence  irom  her  husband,  the 
motion  will  be  denied.  Campbell 
V.  CaHeTy  165 

INTERPLEADER. 

1.  Two  actions  were  brought  in  a 
district  court,  by  different  plaint- 
iffs against  the  same  defendant, 
to  recover  a  certain  sum  alleged 
to  have  been  earned  by  way  of 
commissions  for  effecting  the  sale 


of  property:  Held,  that  the  only 
question  being  which  of  the  plaint- 
i&  in  the  two  actions  had  earned 
the  conmiissions,  it  was  a  proper 
case  for  an  interpleader :  and  that, 
on  the  defendants*  motion,  the 
court  had  power  to  direct  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  into  court  by 
the  defendant,  and  to  order  the 
plaintiff  in  one  of  the  actions  to 
be  made  defendant  in  the  other. 
Dreyer  v.  Battehy  4^ 

2.  What  allegations  are  snfficient  in 
the  affidavit  to  warrant  an  order 
of  interpleader.  t6. 

3.  If  it  clearly  appears  from  the  aver- 
ments in  the  affidavit  that  the  de- 
fendant is  ignorant  of  the  rights 
of  the  respective  claimants,  ^and 
does  not  know  to  which  he' can 
safely  pay  the  money  in  his  hands, 
it  is  sufficient  to  confer  jurisdic- 
tion on  the  court  to  make  an  order 
of  interpleader.  «6. 


JOINT  LIABILITY. 

1.  The  several  owners  of  a  veosel  are 
tenants  in  common^  and  must  join 
or  be  joined  in  an  action  by  or 
against  them.  If  joined  as  de- 
fendants and  the  death  of  one  of 
them  occurs,  his  executor  or  per- 
sonal representative  cannot  be 
joined  with  the  survivors.  The 
executor  is  charged  de  bonis  testa- 
torisy  the  survivors  d^  bonis  pro- 
priis^  and  the  judgment  could  not 
be  thus  rendered.  Wright  v.  Mar- 
shaUy  881 

2.  In  an  action  against  the  owners 
of  a  vessel  for  damages  for  breach 
of  a  contract  of  carriage,  one  of 
the  defendants,  who  was  not  serv- 
ed, died  before  trial :  Beldy  on  a 
motion  by  the  surviving  defend- 
ants to  compel  the  plaintiff  to 
bring  in  as  parties  defendant  the 
personal  representative  of  the 
deceased  deiendant,  that  the  con- 
tract set  up  being  the  joint  obli- 
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gation  of  the  owners,  the  plaintiflf 
might  proceed  to  trial  against  the 
defendants  served  under  §  136  of 
the  Code,  and  the  motion  should 
be  denied.  ib. 

8.  To  warrant  a  judgment  against 
parties  as  joint  trespassers,  it  must 
appear  that  they  cooperated  in 
producing  the  act  which  resulted 
m  the  trespass.  In  that  case,  they 
may  be  sued  for  it  jointly  or 
severally,  but  unless  that  is  shown, 
the  action  cannot  be  maintained 
against  them  jointly.  Olem  y. 
ScM^renberg,  100 

4.  Thus  where  in  an  action  by  a  sea- 
man against  the  captain  and  mate 
for  damages  by  reason  of  cruel 
treatment,  it  appeared  that  the 
assaults  complamed  of  were  sep- 
arate acts  by  each  of  the  de- 
fendants at  different  periods,  in  no 
one  of  which  did  the  captain  and 
mate  co-operate  or  act  in  concert : 
Held^  that  the  plaintiff  could  not 
recover.  ib. 


LANDLORD  AND  TENANT. 

1.  The  taking  by  a  lessee  of  a  new 
lease  of  premises*  during  the  pe- 
riod of  a  prior  demise,  creates  a 
presumption  that  a  surrender  of 
the  first  lease  was  intended.  Abell 
V.  WUliams,  17 

2.  While  a  tenant  remains  in  posses- 
sion, even  though  his  term  has  ex- 
pired, he  may  remove  the  fixtures 
to  which  he  is  entitled,  unless  that 
possession  is  under  a  new  lease. 
In  case  of  the  acceptance  of  a  new 
lease  which  does  not  give  the  right 
to  remove  the  fixtures,  that  right 
is  gone,  and  the  tenant  is  in  the 
same  situatiun  as  if  the  landlord, 
being  seized  of  the  land  and  fix- 
tures, had  expressly  demised  both 
to  him.  ib. 


8.  Until  the  opening  of  a  street,  the 
land  appropriated  therefor  by  the 

gublic  authorities  cannot  be  used 
y  them  for  any  other  purpose, 
and  in  the  meantime  and  until 
such  opening  is  actually  com- 
menced, the  owner  of  the  building 
on  the  land  (unless  required  to  re- 
move it^  can  retain  }K)ssession  of 
it,  and  is  entitled  to  all  the  bene- 
fits of  such  possession.  GiUUan  v. 
8]^aU,  440 


4.  And  it  seems,  the  landlord  of 
premises  so  appropriated  may  dis- 
possess his  tenant  for  holding  over, 
although  the  lease  provides  that 
in  case  the  building  is  required  to 
be  removed  in  consequence  of 
street  extensions,  the  lease  shall 
become  null  and  void  from  the 
time  the  building  is  ordered  to  be 
removed  by  the  city  authorities,  it 
not  appearing  that  the  removal 
had  yet  been  ordered.  ib, 

5.  llie  rent  under  an  agreement  by 
lease  being  payable  monthly, 
claims  of  the  lessor  for  the  rent  of 
the  several  successive  months  are 
severable  and  assignable,  and  a 
judgment  against  the  tenant  for 
the  rent  of  one  such  month,  in 
favor  of  an  assignee  of  the  lessor's 
claim  for  that  month's  rent,  is  not 
conclusive  against  the  tenant  in 
an  action  by  another  assignee  of  a 
subsequent  month 'K  rent  Bren- 
nariY.Blath^  478 

8ed  Summary  Pboceedengs. 


LIBEL. 
See  Defamation,  1,  2. 

LIEN. 

.  An  attorney  has  no  lien  except  up- 
on such  papers  of  his  client  as  have 
come  into  his  hands  for  the  purpose 
of  business,  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  his  professional  employment. 
Eenri/  v.  Fowler^  199 
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2.  A  trustee  has  a  lien  upon  the  estate 
or  property  in  his  hands  for  the 
expenses  incurred  by  him  in  the 
discharge  of  his  trust,  but  not  for 
other  services  in  no  way  connected 
with  the  trust.  ib. 

See  Mechaiiics^  Lies,* 


LUNATICS. 

1.  The  inherent  jurisdiction  of  the 
State  over  lunatics  and  persons  of 
unsound  mind,  whether  citizens  or 
aliens,  within  its  limits,  rests  upon 
two  grounds — First,  its  duty  to 
protect  the  community  from  the 
acts  of  those  who  are  not  under 
the  guidance  of  reason ;  and,  sec- 
ondly^ its  duty  to  protect  them  as 
a  class  incapable  of  protecting 
themselves,  which  has  its  foun- 
dation in  the  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions of  allegiance  and  protection, 
which  extends  to  aliens  and  stran- 
gers, who,  while  they  are  within 
the  limits  of  the  State,  are  under 
the  obligations  of  a  temporary 
and  local  allegiance,  and  are  enti- 
tled to  its  protection.  Matter  of 
Colah,  529 

2.  The  care  and  custody  of  a  lunatic, 
and  of  his  estate,  necessarily  imply 
both  the  right  and  the  duty,  on 
the  part  of  the  Court,  to  do  in 
respect  to  either  whatever  is  most 
conducive  to  his  interest;  to  see, 
in  respect  to  his  person,  that  he  is 
maintained  as  comfortably  as  his 
unfortunate  situation  will  admit 
of,  and  his  pecuniary  resources 
will  allow ;  that  everything  is  done 
that  can  be  done  by  care,  skill  and 
medical  treatment,  to  promote  his 
general  health,  or  which  may  con- 
tribute to  the  restoration  of  his 
reason.  ib, 

8.  Where  an  East  Indian,  tempo- 
rarily in  this  State,  became  a  luna- 
tic, and  it  was  made  to  appear  to 
the  Court,  which  had  appointed  a 
committee  of  his  person  and  estate, 
that  it  would  be  to  the  mental  and 
physical  advantage  of  the  lunatic, 
to  have  him  sent  home  to  India— 


Eeldy  that  the  court  had  the  power 
to  do  so.  ib. 

4.  Held,  further,  that  no  probable 
expense  should  deter  the  court 
from  directing  to  be  done  what- 
ever appeared  to  be  most  advanta- 
geous ior  the  lunatic  without  re- 
gard to  the  interests  of  the  next  of 
km.  fft. 

5.  And  where  the  committee  of  the 
person  of  the  lunatic  was  directed 
to  take  his  charge  to  India,  Held^ 
that  it  was  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule  that  no  compensation 
should  be  allowed  to  the  commit- 
tee of  a  lunatic  for  his  personal 
services,  and  that  he  should  be 
properly  remunerated  for  that  ser- 
vice, ib. 


M 

MARINE  AND  DISTRICT  COURT 
PRACTICE. 

1.  An  action  upon  a  contract,  cannot 
be  maintained  in  the  Marine  Court 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  against 
the  owners  of  a  vessel  by  that 
generic  title  alone.  Their  names 
as  defendants  must  appear,  so  that 
judgment  may  pass  against  thenu 
IHtmmmons  v.  Baxter,  81 

2.  The  provisions  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  (vol.  n.  p.  347)  providing 
that  a  defendant,  if  his  name  is 
unknown,  may  be  sued  by  a  ficti- 
tious name,  do  not  apply  to  the 
Marine  Court,  nor  can  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  under  the  power 
of  amendment  given  by  the  Code, 
remedy  such  a  defect.  t&. 

3.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  can- 
not, upon  appeal  from  a  Justice^s 
judgment,  consider  affidavits  sub- 
mitted for  the  purpose  of  contra- 
dicting the  Justice's  return.  The 
court  is  governed  by  the  return, 
and  if  it  is  untrue,  the  remedy  is 
by  action  against  the  Justice  for  a 
false  return.  «&. 
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4.  Where  the  amount  of  the  recovery 
was  less  than  $50,  and  the  Justice 
before  whom  the  case  was  tried, 
in  the  Marine  Court,  gave  an 
allowance  of  $25 :  Held^  on  appeal 
that  the  allowance  was  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court  below.       ib. 


6.  The  Marine  Court  of  the  city  of 
New  York  is  a  court  of  limited 
and  special  jurisdiction,  and  a 
trial  by  jury  in  that  court  can  take 
place  only  in  the  way  which  the 
statute  has  provided:  Heild^  there- 
fore, that  neither  party  having  de- 
manded a  juiy  at  the  joining  of 
issue,  the  justice  could  not,  of  bis 
own  motion,  on  the  cause  being 
reached  for  trial,  direct  a  trial  by 
jury.  There  is  no  authority  for 
the  trial  of  a  cause  in  the  Marine 
Court  by  a  jury,  unless  a  jury  is 
demanded  by  one  of  the  parties 
after  sssue  is  joined  and  before  the 
cause  is  adjourned.  The  defend- 
ant did  not  waive  his  objection  to 
such  direction,  made  and  overruled 
at  the  time,  by  afterwards  appear- 
ing and  trying  the  cause  before 
the  jury.  Mooney  v.  Hudson  River 
R  B,  Co,,  105 


6.  The  57th  sec.  of  the  Judiciary  Act 
of  1847  (Laws  of  1847,  chap.  280, 
§  57),  declaring  that  no  process  of 
a  court  of  record,  which  shall  be 
subscribed  by  the  party  or  his 
attorney,  by  whom  it  is  issued, 
except  such  as  shall  be  issued  by 
the  special  order  of  the  Court, 
shall  be  deemed  void  or  voidable 
by  reason  of  having  no  seal,  ap- 
plies only  to  courts  of  record,  hav- 
ing general  jurisdiction,  and  not 
to  the  Marine  Court  of  the  City  of 
New  York.     Talcott  v.  Boeenberg^ 

208 


7.  Where  the  clerk  neglected  to  aflBx 
the  seal  of  the  Court  to  an  attach- 
ment, issued  out  of  the  Marine 
Court  of  the  City  of  New  York : 
Held,  that  it  was  an  irregularity, 
which  could  be  amended  by  order 
on  the.  return  day.  ib. 


8.  An  oral  complaint  in  a  District 
Court  "on  a  counterfeit  bill  passed 
by  the  defendants  to  the  plamtiff's 
assignor  in  payment  of  check  and 
assigned  to  the  plaintiff  $20:" 
Held  sufficient.  Murray  v.  BidVs 
Head  Bank,  864 

9.  This  court  can  only  reverse  an 
order  of  the  Marine  Court  denying 
a  motion  to  open  a  default  or  trial, 
on  the  ground  of  irregularity. 
Bixby  V.  Bennett,  225 

10.  A  cause  was  ordered,  in  the  Ma- 
rine Court,  to  be  tried  on  a  certain 
day,  and  the  defendant's  attorney 
attended,  and  not  finding  the 
cause  on  the  calendar,  left  the 
court.  The  plaintiff's  attorney, 
however,  had  the  cause  placed  on 
the  calendar,  and  tried  the  cause, 
one  of  the  defendants  appearing 
in  person  and  taking  part  in  the 
trial.  Held^  that  such  a  default  or 
trial  was  not  irregular.  ib, 

11.  The  District  Courts  of  the  city 
of  New  York  have  neither  by  ex- 
press or  implied  grant,  any  juris- 
diction in  an  action  against  a  for- 
eign corporation,  having  a  place 
of  business  in  that  city,  to  proceed 
in  intitum  ;  and  a  judgment  ren- 
dered against  such  a  corporation, 
it  having  appeared  and  objected 
to  the  jurisdiction,  will  be  re- 
versed. Ahem  v.  National  Stetmi 
skip  Co.,  899 

12.  The  Marine  Court  has  no  power 
to  refer  the  issues  in  a  cause,  unless 
the  trial  will  require  the  examina- 
tion of  a  long  account.  Hence, 
a  reference  ordered  in  an  action 
where  the  sole  issue  was  fraud,  is 
an  irregularity,  and  renders  void 
subsequent  proceedings  in  the  ac- 
tion.   Ldand  v.  Smith,  309 

13.  Tlie  court  cannot  deprive  a  party 
of  his  statutory  right  of  a  fuU 
notice  of  trial,  unless  it  is  waived 
or  unless  conditions  are  imnosed 
on  him  on  granting  him  a  favor. 

ib. 
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14.  The  general  term  of  the  Marine 
Court  may  review,  on  appeal,  any 
intermediate  order  made  in  the 
action,  involving  the  merits  and 
necessarily  i^ectmg  the  judgment. 

15.  The  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
will,  on  motion,  set  aside  an  exe- 
cution issued  out  of  that  court,  on 
an  irregular  and  void  judgment  of 
the  Marine  Court,  a  transcript  of 
which  has  been  filed  in  the  county 
clerk's  office.  And  will  do  this  on 
a  motion  to  vacate  the  judg- 
ment, and  for  other  relief,  &c.     w, 

16.  Where  an  action  is  commenced 
in  the  Marine  Court  by  attachment, 
and  the  defendant  is  either  not 
personally  served,  or  does  not  ap- 
pear, and  judgment  is  taken  by 
default ;  Held  that  the  proceedings 
are  in  the  nature  of  actions  in  renij 
and  the  execution  in  the  action 
can  only  be  enforced  against  the 
attached  property.  Ooodkind  v. 
Strieklandy  420 

17.  And  where  a  transcript  of  the 
judgment  was  filed  in  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  New  York  county,  and 
an  execution  issued  to  Westches- 
ter county  to  be  levied  upon  other 
property,  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  will,  upon  motion,  set  aside 
such  execution  for  irregularity,   ib. 

18.  Although  by  the  laws  of  1858, 
chap.  617,  appeals  are  authorized 
to  be  taken  to  the  general  term  of 
the  Marine  Court,  with  like  effect 
as  appeals  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
from  a  decision  of  a  single  judge, 
and  upon  such  appeal  the  court, 
by  section  830  of  the  Code,  may 
reverse,  affirm,  or  modify  the  judg- 
ment appealed  from,  and  may,  if 
necessary  or  proper,  order  a  new 
trial ;  yet  Held,  that  the  reversal 
of  judgment,  with  order  for  a  new 
trial,  does  not  constitute  such  an 
actual  determination  of  the  action 
in  the  Marine  Court,  as  authorizes 
an  appeal  thereon  to  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas.    Frank  v.  Benner, 

422 


19.  Sections  64  and  122  of  the  Code 
of  Procedure  are  applicable  to  the 
district  courts,  ana  those  courts 
have  the  power  to  compel  adverse 
claimants  of  the  same  money  or 
property  to  interplead,  in  a  proper 
case.    I>reyer  v.  Baueh,  484 

20.  Query,  whether  they  have  the 
power  in  cases  where  the  adverse 
claimants  reside  outside  of  the 
district  over  which  the  court  has 
jurisdiction  ?  «^. 

21.  A  District  Court  of  the  city  of 
New  York  has  jurisdiction  of  an 
action  of  claim  and  delivery  of 
chattels,  unlawfully  taken  and  de- 
tained by  the  defendant  in  another 
county.    Boyd  v.  Howden^         455 


MARRIED    WOMEN. 

1.  To  maiutain  an  acrion  against  a 
niarried  woman  for  goods  sold  and 
delivered,  it  must  not  only  appear 
that  she  has  separate  propeity,  or 
that  she  carries  on  a  trade  or  busi- 
ness on  her  separate  account,  but 
that  either  (1)  she  contracted 
the  debt,  as  the  agent  of  her  hus- 
band for  the  support  of  herself  and 
children,  or  (2)  that  the  goods 
were  sold  to  her  with  reference  to 
her  separate  trade  or  business,  or 
(8)  that  she  intended  to  charge  her 
separate  estate  with  the  debt,  or 
(4)  that  the  consideration  went  to 
the  direct  benefit  of  her  separate 
estate.     Wood  v.  Sanchey,  197 

2.  The  statutes  of  this  State  allowing 
married  women  to  carry  on  any 
trade  or  business,  have  no  extra- 
territorial operation,  and  are  lim- 
ited in  their  operation  to  trade  or 
business  carried  on  in  this  State; 
the  presumption  being,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  proof,  that  the  common 
law  rule,  ip  any  particular  State, 
has  not  been  modified.  Waldron 
V.  Bitckings,  288 

8.  Hence,  where  a  married  woman,  a 
resident  of  Pennsylvania,  was  sued 
in  this  State  for  services  rendered 
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in  Massachusetts,  under  an  agree- 
ment made  in  Pennsylvania,  Held 
that  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover 
without  showing  that  the  common 
law  rule  as  to  the  disability  of 
married  women  had  been  changed 
in  at  least  one  of  those  States.    i6. 

4.  The  statutes  of  1848  and  1849,  in 
relation  to  married  women,  did  not 
alter  the  common  law  rule,  invali- 
dating direct  gifts  irom  husband 
to  wife.     Bynderi  v.  Crane,      839 

6.  But  where  the  conveyance  is  made 
to  the  wife  by  a  third  person,  for  a 
consideration  paid  by  the  hus- 
band, the  courts  will  not,  except 
on  the  application  of  a  creditor  of 
the  husband,  question  the  wife's 
title.  Still  less  will  the  third  per- 
son who  made  the  conveyance,  be 
permitted  to  question  the  wife's 
title  80  far  as  it  depends  upon  the 
consideration  flowing  from  her  to 
her  husband.  ib, 

6.  Where  a  husband  procured  prom- 
issory notes,  to  be  made  to  his 
wife  by  a  third  person,  on  a  consi- 
deration paid  by  himself.  Held  th&t 
the  wife  might  maintain  an  action 
on  the  notes  against  the  maker,  in 
her  individual  name.  ib, 

7.  A  corrupt  and  illegal  agreement, 
made  between  the  husband  and 
the  maker  of  the  notes,  subse<^uent- 
ly  to  their  execution  and  delivery, 
but  to  which  the  wife  was  neither 
a  party  or  privy,  by  which  the 
husband  was,  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
sideration, for  the  agreement  on 
his  part,  to  give  up  the  notes  in 
question,  will  not  affect  the  wife's 
right  of  action  on  the  notes.       ilf. 


MECHANICS'  LIEN. 

1.  It  is  a  general  principle  that 
where  a  power  is  conferred  by 
statute,  there  arises  by  implica- 
tion, when  the  statute  is  silent  on 
the  subject,  the  necessary  authori- 
ty to  make  it  effectual.  In  a  case, 
therefore,  where  it  is  provided  by 


statute  (the  Mechanics'  Lien  Law, 
Laws  of  1868,  cli.  500),  that  the 
owner  of  premises  against  which 
a  mechanic's  lien  is  filed  may  insti- 
tute proceedings  to  terminate  the 
lien,  by  service  of  notice  on  the 
lienor  to  appear,  &c.,  though  the 
statute  does  not  expressly  declare 
what  shall  be  the  effect  of  the  lien- 
or's failure  to  ap|pear  on  the  day 
named  in  the  notice,  the  court  will 
look  at  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature and  will  grant  a  judgment 
terminating  the  lien.  CarroU  v. 
Coughlin,  179 

2.  HM^  further,  that  the  owner  of 
property  who  denies  the  validity 
of  a  lien  filed  against  it,  will  .not 
be  required,  in  order  to  terminate 
the  lien,  either  to  make  the  deposit 
of  money  as  provided  by  section 
10  of  the  act,  or  to  await  the  ac- 
tion of  the  lienor,  for  the  year 
within  which  the  latter's  right  to 
foreclose  is  restricted,  but  he  may 
at  any  time  serve  notice  of  an  ap- 
plication to  exempt  the  property 
trom  the  lien.  ib, 

3.  The  remedy  of  the  owner  of  pre- 
mises against  which  a  mechanic's 
lien  is  filed,  to  remove  and  dis- 
charge the  lien,  is  by  a  motion,  on 
notice  to  the  lienors  under  statute, 
and  not  by  an  action  in  equity : 
Hdd^  therefore,  in  an  action  by  an 
owner  against  a  lienor,  to  remove 
such  a  lien,  that  a  demurrer  to  the 
complaint  on  the  ground  that  it 
did  not  state  facts  sufficient  to 
constitute  a  cause  of  action,  will 
be  sustained.    Spratt  v.  Ntckohon, 

182 

4.  In  a  proceeding  to  foreclose  a 
mechanic's  lien,  the  court  may,  in 
a  proper  case,  render  a  judgment 
in  personam,  as  well  as  in  rem,  and 
in  order  to  avoid  circuity  of  ac- 
tion, the  rights  and  equities  of  all 
the  parties,  whether  they  appear 
or  not,  among  themselves  and  as 
against  any  owner,  may  be  adjust- 
ed and  finally  settled.  Barton  v. 
Herman,  820 
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5.  Where  a  foreclosure  proceeding 
is  instituted  in  good  faith,  and 
facts  exist  requisite  to  acquire  a 
lien,  and  the  court  has  obtained 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter 
and  of  the  parties,  by  the  creation 
of  a  valid  lien  and  the  service  of 
the  necessary  notice,  a  personal 
judgment  may  be  rendered  in  fa- 
vor of  a  lienor  for  the  amount  due 
him  by  the  owner,  notwithstand- 
ing the  lien  may  have  been  lost  by 
reason  of  not  being  renewed  at 
the  expiration  of  the  year.         ib. 

6.  A  mechanic's  lien,  filed  under  the 
statute  (Laws  of  1868,  chap.  600, 
J$  11),  ceases  after  one  year  from  the 
filing  of  the  notice  creating  it,  un- 
less, before  the  expiration  of  the 
year,  it  is  continued  by  order  of  the 
court  in  which  proceedings  have 
been  commeneed  to  foreclose  the 
lien,  and  a  new  docket  is  made 
stating  the  fact  of  such  continu- 
ance.   Stons  V.  Smithy  213 

7.  But  where  no  proceedings  for  the 
foreclosure  of  the  lien  have  been 
instituted  within  the  year,  the  lien 
may  be  discharged  by  order  of  a 
judge  of  any  court  of  record,  upon 
due  proof  that  the  year  has  elaps- 
ed, that  no  proceedings  have  been 
had,  and  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
clerk  that  no  notice  of  any  proceed- 
ings have  been  filed  with  him.  In 
all  other  cases  the  lien  ceases  after 
a  year  without  any  discharge  by 
order  of  court.  iJ. 

8.  A  contractor  having  filed  notice 
of  a  mechanic's  lien,  instituted 
proceedings  of  foreclosure,  in 
which  the  plaintiff,  a  materialman, 
also  a  lienor,  was  made  a  party. 
Pending  such  proceedings,  but 
nearly  two  years  after  the  creation 
of  the  plaintifi*'3  lien,  the  latter  ob- 
tained an  order  of  court  continu- 
ing his  lien.  Subsequently  the 
owner  having  settled  with  the  con- 
tractor, obtained  an  order  dis- 
charging the  plaintiff's  lien,  on  the 
ground  that  more  than  a  year  had 
elapsed  without  the  commence- 
ment of  foreclosure  proceedings, 
and  no  notice  of  proceedings  had 
been  filed :  Held^  that  the  first  or- 


der continuing  the  plaintiff's  lien 
was  unauthorized,  it  not  having 
been  made  within  the  year;  and 
the  second  order  accomplished 
nothing,  because  the  plaint iff^s  lien 
was  already  discharged,  through  his 
omission  to  obtain  and  enter  an  or- 
der of  continuance  within  the  year, 
and  have  a  new  docket  made  stat- 
ing the  fact  of  such  continuance,  ib. 

9.  The  statute  is  imperative,  and  vests 
no  discretion  in  the  judge  to  con- 
tinue or  discharge  a  lien  after  the 
expiration  of  year  from  the  date  of 
filing  the  notice.  ib. 


MINING  &    MANUFACTURING 
COMPANIES. 

By  the  amendment  of  the  general  act 
for  the  Incorporation  of  mining, 
manufacturing  &c.  conipanies, 
passed  in  1864  (Laws  of  1864, 
chap.  617,  §3),  power  was  given 
to  companies  organized  under  the 
general  act  to  execute  mortgages 
of  their  real  estate  as  security  for 
debts  then  existing  or  such  **as 
might  be  contracted  in  the  busi- 
ness of  the  corporation."  The 
plaintiff,  a  corporation  organized 
under  the  general  act  executed 
to  two  trustees  a  conveyance  of 
certain  real  estate  in  Colorado 
territory,  to  secure  the  payment 
of  certain  coupon  bonds  of  the 
company,  payable  to  the  trustees 
or  bearer,  the  bonds  containing 
a  recital,  that  they  are  not  to  iS 
obligatory  until  indorsed  by  the 
trustees.  The  trust-deed  con- 
tained a  power  authorizing  ihe 
trustees,  in  case  of  default  for 
sixty  days  in  the  payment  of  any 
bond  or  interest  due  thereon,  to 
enter  upon  and  enjoy  the  mort- 
gaged property,  and  sell  the  same 
m  New  York  city.  The  corpora- 
tion claiming  that  the  mortgage 
was  void  by  reason  of  its  not 
having  been  given  for  purposes 
declared  in  the  statute,  prayed 
for  an  injunction  restraining  the 
trustees  from  selling  the  mort- 
gaged property,  after  default  in 
payment    of    the    bonds.    Hdd^ 
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that  the  mortgage  was  authorized 
by  the  statute,  and  conferred  a 
valid  title  upon  the  trustees,  and 
the  court  would  not  resti-ain  them 
irom  enforcing  the  rights  of  such 
l)ona  fide  creditors  as  held  any  of 
the  bonds  mentioned  in  the  mort- 
gage. Htld^  further,  that  a  court 
of  equity  of  this  State  has  no 
authority  to  enjoin  a  mortgagee 
of  lands  situated  without  the 
State  irum  selling  the  mortgaged 
lands  by  public  sale  within  this 
State,  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  mortgage  security,  upon  the 
mere  allegation  that  such  power 
is  void,  where  no  contrary  statute 
of  the  State  or  Territory  where 
the  lands  are  situated  is  stated, 
nor  any  invalidity  in  the  power  is 
made  apparent.  Central  Gold 
Mining  Co,  v.  Platt^  263 

MISTAKE. 

1.  To  authorize  a  court  of  equity 
to  reform  a  contract  on  the  ground 
of  mistake,  it  must  appear  that 
the  mistake  complained  of  was 
mutual,  or  was  the  mistake  of 
one  party  with  the  fraudulent 
conceialment  of  the  other.  O^Bon- 
nell  V.  Harmon^  424 

2.  Where  an  alteration  in  a  contract 
appears  to  be  suspicious  on  its 
face,  and  is  not  duly  noted  on  the 
paper,  the  burden  of  proof  is 
upon  the  party  who  claims  that 
the  alteration  was  genuine.        Hh, 

8.  The  defendants  executed  and 
delivered  to  the  plaintiffs  a  lease, 
by  which  it  was  provided  that 
if,  **  during  January  next  preced- 
ing the  expiration  of  the  terra 
(which  would  be  January,  1867), 
the  lessees  should  give  notice  of 
their  desire  to  purchase  the  prem- 
ises, the  lessors  would  sell  the 
premises  at  the  expiraticm  of  the 
term  (May  1,  1867)  for  |10,800, 
and,  on  receiving  said  money, 
would,  on  May  1, 1866,  convey  to 
the  lessees."  In  an  action  brought 
by  the  lessees  to  reform  the  lease, 
it  appeared  that  the  last-mention- 


ed date  had  been  originally 
written  "1867"  and  altered  to 
''  1866."  Reld^  upon  appeal,  that 
the  finding  of  the  Judge  below 
that  the  omission  to  alter  the 
clause  in  reference  to  the  giving 
of  notice  of  intention  to  purchase, 
was  caused  by  mutual  mistake  of 
the  parties,  being  supported  by 
satisfactory  evidence,  was  correct, 
and  the  defendants  having  shown 
that  the  alteration  was  made  at 
the  time  of  execution,  although 
not  noted,  the  judgment  should  be 
affirmed.  i&. 


MORTGAGE. 

1.  The  delivery  of  a  chattel  by  a  debt- 
or to  his  creditor,  accompanied  by 
the  execution  of  an  instrument,  by 
which  the  former  agreed  "  to  give 
up  all  claim  to  the  watch,  &c.,  if 
all  claims  due  to  you  (the  creditor) 
by  me  (the  debtor)  are  not  paid  by 
the  first  of  August,  \%mr—Held^ 
not  to  constitute  a  pledge,  but  a 
mortgage,  and  the  title  passed  ab- 
solutely on  the  failure  of  the  con- 
dition expressed  in  the  instrument. 
Bunadeugh  v.  Poolrndn^  286 

2.  Hdd^  however,  that  the  debtor  had 
a  right  of  redemption  in  equity, 
which  was  not  waived  by  the  con- 
dition expressed  in  the  agreement; 
and  that,  in  proceedings  supple- 
mentary to  execution  against  the 
debtor,  a  receiver  might  be  ap- 
pointed, with  a  view  of  reaching 
the  debtor's  interest  in  the  prop- 
erty by  a  suit  in  equity  to  re- 
deem, ih. 

Bee  MmiNa  &  Man Va.  Co. 


MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS. 

1.  Although  no  action  can  be  main- 
tained against  a  municipal  corpo- 
ration for  damages  resulting  from 
an  act  done  by  it  in  its  sovereign 
or  judicial  character,  yet  where 
the  act,  e.  ^.,  the  construction  of  a 
sewer, — is  performed  so  negligent- 
ly that  the  plaintifif  is  injured  by 
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reason  of  such  negligence,  be  may 
recover  his  damages.  Donahue  v. 
MayoTy  dc,  65 

2.  Thus  where  the  defendant,  in  con- 
structing a  sewer  which  intersected 
a  natural  stream  of  water  running 
through  the  plaintiff^s  land,  neg- 
lected to  provide  eg^ress  for  the 
stream,  by  reason  of  which  the 
water  was  dammed  back  upon 
the  plaintiff's  land,  causing  injury 
to  his  premises, — Hddy  that  the 
defendant  was  liable  in  damages. 

8.  A  municipal  corporation  cannot  be 
held  liable  for  injuries  resulting 
from  an  obstruction  placed  in  a 
highway  by  strangers,  of  which 
they  had  no  notice,  express  or 
implied.      Seaman  v.  Mayor,  4kc.^ 

147 

4.  The  lessee  of  the  wharfage  of  a 
public  pier,  for  the  protection  of  the 
pier  and  of  his  vessels,  sunk  spiles 
in  the  bed  of  the  stream  in  front 
of  the  pier,  to  which  they  were 
fastened  with  bolts  and  chains. 
Becoming  unfastened,  the  spiles 
tell  away  from  the  pier,  and  pro- 
jecting out  into  the  stream,  were 
covered  at  hi^h  tide.  In  an  action 
against  the  city  corporation  to  re- 
cover damages  sustained  in  conse- 
quence of  the  plaintiff's  propeller 
running  on  such  spiles ;  HeUd^  error, 
to  reftise  to  charge  the  jury  that 
their  verdict  should  be  for  the  de- 
fendants if  the  latter  had  no  notice 
of  the  obstruction,  express  or  im- 
plied. The  spiles  were  not  a  part 
of  the  pier  as  a  permanent  struc- 
ture, which  the  corporation  was 
bound  to  keep  in  repair ;  but  were 
placed  there  by  the  lesee,  who,  as 
to  the  corporation,  was  a  stranger, 
for  his  own  benefit  and  advantage. 

ib. 


NEGLIGENCE. 

1.  Although  no  action  can  be  main- 
tained against  a  municipal  corpo- 


ration for  damages  resulting  from 
an  act  done  by  it  in  its  sovereign 
or  judicial  character,  yet  where 
the  act,  e.  ^.,  the  construction  of  a 
sewer, — is  performed  so  negligent- 
ly that  the  plaintiff  is  injured  by 
reason  of  such  negligence,  he  may 
recover  his  damages.  Ikmokue  v. 
Mayor,  de.,  65 

2.  Thus  where  the  defendant,  in 
constructing  a  sewer  which  inter- 
sected a  natural  stream  of  water 
running  through  the  plaintifTs 
land,  neglected  to  provide  egress 
for  the  stream,  by  reason  of  which 
the  water  was  dammed  back  upon 
the  plaintiff's  land,  causing  injury 
to  his  premises, — Reld^  thfiat  the 
defendant  was  liable  in  dam- 
ages. t6. 

3.  A  municipal  coiporation  cannot 
be  held  liable  formjuries  resulting 
from  an  obstruction  placed  in  a 
highway  by  strangers,  of  which 
they  had  no  notice,  express 
or  implied.  Seaman  v.  May^^ 
<£«.,  147 

4.  The  lessee  of  the  wharfage  of  a 
public  pier,  for  the  protection  of 
the  pier  and  of  his  vessels,  sunk 
spiles  in  the  bed  of  the  stream  in 
front  of  the  pier,  to  which  they 
were  fastened  with  bolts  and 
chains.  Becoming  unfastened, 
the  spiles  fell  away  from  .  the 
pier,  and  projecting'  out  into  the 
stream,  were  covered  at  high  tide. 
In  an  action  against  the  city  cor- 
poration to  recover  damages  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  the  plaint- 
iffs propeller  running  on  sach 
spiles;  Held,  error,  to  refuse  to 
charge  the  jury  that  their  verdict 
should  be  for  the  defendants  if 
the  latter  had  no  notice  of  the 
obstruction,  express  or  implied. 
The  spiles  were  not  a  part  of  the 
pier  as  a  perman^it  structure, 
which  the  corporation  was  bound 
to  keep  in  'repair;  but  were 
placed  there  by  the  lessee,  who. 
as  to  the  corpoiation,  was  a  stnm- 
ger,  for  his  own  benefit  and  ad- 
vantage, ib. 
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6.  A  railroad  company  having  un- 
dertaken to  lay  a  track  along  a 
public  road,  are  bound  to  lay  it 
properly,  and  keep  it  in  a  safe  con- 
dition, and  it  is  a  question  for  the 
jury  to  determine  whether  they 
have  done  so  or  not  (following 
Fask  V.  Third  Aw,  B.  B,  Go,,  1 
Daly,  148.)  Worster  v.  Farty- 
sec(md  Street  B.  B,  Co,,  278 

6.  Hence,  in  an  action  against  the 
defendants  for  ii^Juries  to  a  horse, 
caused  by  reason  of  its  stepping 
into  a  hole  between  the  rails  of 
the  defendant's  track,  laid  in  a 
public  highway,  EeUU  error  to 
take  the  case  from  the  jury  on  the 
ground  of  defendant's  want  of 
notice  of  tjie  defect.  i5. 

7.  Where  a  lender  of  money  em- 
ployed the  borrower's  attorney  to 
search  the  records  for  incumbran- 
ces on  the  property  proposed  to 
be  mortgaged  as  a  security  for  the 

"^  loan,  and  the  attorney  having  re- 
ported the  property  unincum- 
bered, took  the  mortgage  for  the 
purpose  of  filing  the  same  ;  Jleldj 
in  an  action  by  the  lender  against 
the  attorney  for  negligence  in  de- 
laying to  file  the  mortgage  until 
alter  a  subsequent  mortgage  had 
been  filed,  that  the  jury  were  war- 
ranted in  finding  the  relation  of 
attorney  and  client  to  exist  be- 
tween the  parties,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  fee  of  the 
attorney  and  the  expenses  of  filing 
the  mortgage  were  paid  by  the 
borrower.     Arnold   y,  Boberteon, 


8.  Held  further,  that  it  appearing 
that  the  subsequent  mortgage  had 
since  its  filing,  been  paid  and  its 
lien  discharged,  and  also  that  the 
plaintiff,  without  being  infiuenced 
by  any  knowledge  or  suspicion 
that  such  subsequent  mortgage 
had  ever  been  a  prior  lien,  and 
without  any  agency  or  interven- 
tion of  the  defendant,  had  satis- 
fied the  obligation  secured  by  the 
mortgage  to  him, — the  plaintifi" 
was  entitled  to  recover  only  nomi- 
nal damages.  ib. 


0.  Held  farther,  that  in  such  a  case, 
it  was  error  for  the  court  to  al- 
low the  juij  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  de^dant's  fraud  in  in- 
ducing the  plaintiff  to  acknowl- 
edge satisfaction  of  the  mort- 
gage, and  a  verdict  founded  on 
evidence  of  such  fraud  will  not 
be  upheld.  ib, 

10.  It  is  the  duty  of  one  who  under- 
takes for  hire  to  present  a  draft  for 
acceptance  and  collection,  to  give 
notice  to  the  party  from  whom  it 
is  received,  of  its  dishonor,  and 
for  failure  to  do  so,  he  is  liable  for 
the  damages  sustained  by  the  neg- 
lect.   Lienan  v.  Dinemore,        865 

11.  The  defendant,  an  Express  Com- 
pany, received  from  the  plaintifis 
a  sight  droit  drawn  by  the  latter 
upon  their  debtor  in  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  for  presentation  and  collec- 
tion. The  draft  was  presented  to  the 
drawee,  but  was  not  paid.  Notice 
of  the  non-payment  was  not  given 
to  the  plaintiffs  until  some  months 
afterwards,  and  in  the  meantime 
the  drawee  had  failed.  Held,  in 
an  action  against  the  Express 
Companj^  for  negligence  in  delay- 
^g  to  gi^e  notice  of  the  dishonor 
of  the  draft,  that  to  entitle  the 
plaintifb  to  recover  more  than 
nominal  damages,  they  were  bound 
to  show  that  they  could  in  all 
probability  have  collected  the 
amount  of  the  draft  or  some  part 
thereof  from  the  drawee,  if  they 
had  received  the  notice  of  dis- 
honor, which  the  defendant  was 
required  to  give.  ib, 

12.  And  there  being  nothing  to  show 
that  payment  of  the  draft,  or  any 
part  thereof,  could  have  been  ob- 
tained by  legal  proceedings  or 
otherwise,  between  the  date  of  the 
presentment  and  the  date  of  the 
notification  to  plaintiff  of  the  dis- 
honor of  the  draft,  Held^  that  a 
judgment  for  the  amount  of  the 
draft  in  the  plaintiffs'  favor  was 
erroneous.  ib, 

18.  The  obligation  of  the  Express 
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Company,  in  reference  to  the  col- 
lection of  the  draft  in  question, 
was  not  that  of  a  common  carrier  of 
goods,  but  of  a  bailee  for  hire ;  and 
the  receipt  given  by  the  Company, 
by  which  its  liability  was  sought 
to  be  limited,  was  not  subject  to 
the  application  of  the  decisions  of 
the  courts,  made  in  jealousy  of 
the  attempts  of  common  carriers 
in  such  receipts  to  repudiate  or 
restrict  their  common  law  liabili- 
ties.    (Per  RoBmsoN,  J.)  t5. 

14.  In  an  action  for  injuries  sustained 
by  falling  into  a  sewer,  in  course 
of  construction  in  a  public  street 
Heldy  that  although  the  plaintiff 
previously  knew  that  the  sewer 
was  bein^  constructed,  yet  in  the 
absence  of  any  guard  light  or  other 
special  notice  sufficient  to  call  her 
attention  to  the  hazard  she  ran, 
she  was  not  guilty  of  contributory 
negligence  in  attempting  to  cross 
the  street.   Bateman  v.  jSuth^    878 

15.  In  an  action  against  a  contractor 
for  injuries  caused  by  the  plaint- 
iff's falling  into  an  excavation 
made  in  a  public  street,  insuffi- 
ciently guarded  and  lighted,  it  is 
a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury  to 
determine,  on  conflicting  testi- 
mony, whether  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  the  excavation  was  with- 
out a  sufficient  guard  or  light.   i&. 

16.  It  is  also  a  question  for  the  jury  in 
such  a  case,  under  proper  instruc- 
tion by  the  court,  whether  the 
plaintiff  was  guilty  of  contributory 
negligence.  Where  such  a  ques- 
tion is  involved,  and  the  jury  were 
properly  instructed,  it  must  be  a 
very  clear  case,  in  which  the  court 
will  set  aside  the  verdict  as  erro- 
neous and  substitute  its  own  judg- 
ment for  that  of  the  jury.  It 
should  be  so  clear  as  to  lead  the 
judicial  mind  to  the  conviction 
that  the  jury  must  have  been  in- 
fluenced by  prejudice,  or  carried 
away  by  the  advocacy  of  counsel, 
or  by  some  other  cause,  from  the 
consideration  of  the  facts.  %b. 


P 

PARTITION. 

Since  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1847, 
(Laws  of  1847,  chap.  430),  a  tenant 
in  conmion  of  a  vested  remainder 
in  real  estate  may  institute  an  ac- 
tion for  the  partition  of  the  estate, 
notwithstanding  there  is  a  tenant 
for  life  of  the  whole  estate  in  pos- 
session.  McGhme  v.  Goodwin^  185 


PARTNERSHIP. 

1.  The  plaintiffs  and  the  defendants 
purchased  jomtly  certain  real  es- 
tate, which  they  subsequently  con- 
veyed to  a  petroleum  company, 
receiving  in  payment  shares  of 
the  company's  stock,  which  were 
distributed  among  the  parties  pro- 
poi-tionately  to  their  several  inter- 
ests in  the  land :  ifeW,  that  there 
was  not  such  a  mutuality  of  inter- 
est between  the  parties,  as  to 
make  applicable  the  rule  which 
precludes  one  partner  from  suing 
another,  and  therefore,  that  the 
plaintiffs  could  maintain  an  action 
against  the  defendants  to  recover* 
damages  for  fraud  practiced  on 
them  in  the  purchase  of  the  land. 
DaHY,  Walker,  186 

2.  The  late  rebellion  of  the  Southern 
States  was  not  such  a  state  of  war 
as  to  dissolve  a  copartnership  be- 
tween a  resident  of  an  insurrec- 
tionary and  a  resident  of  a  loyal 
State,  until  the  passage  of  the  Act 
of  Congress,  July  13th,  1861,  re- 
cognizing a  state  of  war.  'jHeStea 
V.  MaUhewSy  849 

3.  Held,  therefore,  in  an  action 
against  a  copartnership,  composed 
of  citizens  of  Louisiana  and  a 
citizen  of  New  Tork,  upon  an  ac- 
ceptance made  by  the  firm  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  July 
13th,  1861,  that  the  latter  was  lia- 
ble, but  he  was  not  liable  for  obli- 
gations contracted  in  the  firm 
name  subsequent  to  the  passage  of 
that  act.  ib. 
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4.  Where  in  an  action  against  a 
copartnership  on  an  acceptance  by 
it,  a  party  is  shown  to  have  acted 
as  a  partner,  and  to  have  accepted 
the  drafts  in  soit  in  the  firm  name, 
he  is  estopped  from  denying  the 
copartnership.  ib. 

5.  In  taking  or  stating  the  final 
accounts  of  a  copartnership  it  is 
to  be  ascertained:  First,  How 
the  firm  stands  as  to  non-partners 
(including  coadventurers).  Sec- 
ond, What  each  partner  is  enti- 
tled to  charge  in  account  with  his 
copartners,  each  being  entitled  as 
against  the  other,  to  everything  he 
has  advanced  or  brought  in  as  a 
partnership  transaction  and  also 
what  the  other  has  not  brought  in, 
or  has  taken  out  more  than  he 
ought,  and  then ;  Third,  To  appor- 
tion between  them  the  profits  to  be 
divided  or  losses  to  be  made  good, 
and  ascertain  what,  if  anything, 
any  partner  should  pay  to  the 
other,  in  order  that  all  cross-claims 
may  be  settled.  Neudeeker  v. 
Kohlberg,  407 

6.  An  accounting  between  copart- 

•  ners  is  to  be  governed  by  the' 
special  provisions  of  the  copart- 
nership agreement,  and  the  right 
to  a  return  of  capital  invested  by 
each  partner  is  only  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  express  stipulation  to 
the  contrary.  Unless  waived  or 
extiuguished  by  express  agree- 
ment, the  return  of  capital  or  of 
other  means  furnished  by  each 
party  for  use  and  employment  in 
the  business  for  their  mutual  ad- 
vantage, although  a  debt  of  a  sec- 
ondary character,  is  as  between 
them,  an  obligation  of  the  part- 
nership,  which  should  be  dis- 
charged before  any  final  distribu- 
tion of  the  profits.  t&. 

7.  A  and  B  agreed  in  writing  to 
form  a  partnership,  A  contribut- 
ing $25,000,  and  B  95,000  to  the 
capital  stock,  the  profits  to  be 
divided  and  losses  to  be  borne 
equally,  B  agreeing  to  pay  interest 
on  the  difierence  of  capital,  viz: 


$10,000.  No  special  contribution 
of  skill  or  services  as  against  capi- 
tal was  required,  nor  was  there 
any  provision,  which,  by  necessary 
construction,  disentitled  either 
party  to  a  return  of  his  capital, 
before  calculating  the  respective 
rights  to  the  profits;  the  last 
clause  in  the  agreement,  however, 
required  an  equal  division,  share 
and  share  alike  of  all  the  capital 
upon  the  dissolution  of  the  part- 
nership. Heldy  that  the  capital 
must  oe  divided,  on  dissolution, 
in  the  proportions  in  which  it  was 
contiibuted.  xb. 

See  Costs,  4. 


PEW. 

.  By  the  terms  of  a  deed  to  the 
plaintiff  of  a  pew  in  the  defend- 
ant'9  church  edifice  it  was  condi- 
tioned, among  other  things,  that 
the  grantee  should  pay  anauaUy  a 
sum  equal  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the 
original  appraised  value  of  the 
pew  (amounting  to  $80),  and 
whatever  else  should  be  further 
assessed  thereon,  and  provision 
was  made  for  a  forfeiture  and  sale 
of  the  pew  in  case  of  non-pay- 
ment of  such  assessments.  The 
defendant  laid  assessments  on 
each  pew,  for  the  years  1861 
and  1862,  of  a  sum  equal  to  fif- 
teen per  cent,  of  their  original 
appraised  value,  for  each  year. 
The  plaintiff  refused  to  pay  the 
assessments  on  his  pew,  and 
brought  suit  to  restrain  defendant 
from  selling  the  pew  for  non-pay- 
ment. Uild^  That  in  laying  an 
assessment  of  fifteen  per  cent., 
instead  of  ten  per  cent.,  the  de- 
fendants violatea  no  contract  with 
the  plaintiff,  and  a  court  of  equity 
will  not  on  that  ground  interfere 
to  restrain  a  forfeiture  and  sale  of 
the  pew.  HM  farther^  that  the 
plaintiff,  in  asking  a  court  of 
equity  to  interfere  by  injunction 
in  such  a  case,  should  show  either 
payment  or  offer  of  payment  of 
so  much  of  the  assessment  admit- 
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ted  by  him  to  be  duly  laid.  Aher- 
nethj/Y.  Church  of  the  PurUam,    1 

2.  It  seems^  boweyer,  that,  even  in 
case  of  payment  or  offer  of  pay- 
ment, the  court  will  not  interfere, 
because  the  forfeiture  and  sale 
threatened  by  the  defendant,  if 
unlawful,  could  not  diyest  the 
plaintiff  of  his  property  in  the 
pew.  ib, 

8.  A  pew  owner  or  holder  has  no 
legal  interest  in  the  church  edifice, 
or  in  the  land  upon  which  it 
stands,  or  in  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  thereof.  All  that  he  has  or 
can  acquire  is  the  ri^ht  to  occupy 
the  pew  durinff  divyie  service, 
which  is  a  qualified  interest,  and 
one  necessarily  limited  in  x>oint  of 
time,  for  if  the  building  is  des- 
troyed or  taken  down,  the  right 
is  gone.  ib, 

4.  Hence  it  is  no  ground  for  an  in- 

{unction  against  the  sale  of  a  pew 
^y  the  trustees  for  non-payment  of 
assessments,  that  the  plaintiff  will 
by  such  sale  be  deprived  of  his 
proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  the  church  edifice  at  the 
expiration  of  the  lease  of  the 
land  upon  which  it  stands.        tb. 


PILOTS. 

The  statues  of  this  State  providing 
**for  the  Licensing  ana  govern- 
ment of  the  pilots,  and  regula- 
ting pilotage  of  the  port  of  New 
York,"  so  far  as  they  relate  to  sea- 
goiug  steam  vessels,  were  not  su- 
perseded or  repealed  by  the  Act 
of  Congress,  passed  July  25th, 
1866,  providing  that  sea  going 
vessels  when  under  way,  except 
on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  under 
the  control  and  direction  of  a  pilot 
licensed  by  the  United  States  In- 
spector of  steam  vessels,  bo  as  to 
prevent  a  pilot  licensed  under  the 
State  statute  recovering  his  fees 
for  pilotage  on  the  reinsal  of  the 
master  of  a  vessel  to  employ  him. 
Eendermm  y.  Spofford,  861 


PLEAJDINO. 

1.  In  an  action  for  false  imprison- 
ment, OTt  an  arrest  without  lawful 
process,  the  material  averment  in 
the  complaint  is,  that  the  defend- 
ant ^'unlawfully  seized  and  arrest- 
ed the  plaintiff"  The  averment 
of  malice  and  want  of  probable 
cause  may  be  treated  as  surplusage 
or  as  matter  merely  in*  aggrava- 
tion of  damages.  Adkroyd  v.  Aek- 
roydy  38 

2.  The  verification  of  an  answer  to 
a  duly  verified  complaint,  which 
states  that  **•  the  foregoing  answer 
is  true,"  omitting  the  words  "  to 
his  knowledge,"  is  inaufilcient  un- 
der sec.  157  of  the  Code,  and  the 
plaintiff  may  return  the  answer  and 
proceed  as  on  failure  to  answer. 
Sexauer  v.  Bowery  405 


PRACTICE. 

.  Before  the  Code  a  motion  for  non- 
suit brought  up  the  question  whe- 
ther the  proof  was  sufficient  to' 
support  the  declaration,  and  if  the 
plaintiff  proved  his  case  as  laid, 
the  motion  would  be  denied,  be- 
cause the  sufficiency  of  the*  decla- 
ration could  be  tested  only  by 
demurrer,  or  by  a  motion  in  arrest 
of  jud^ent.  But  since  the  Code, 
the  detendant  does  not  waive  the 
objection  that  the  complaint  does 
not  state  facts  sufficient  to  consti- 
tute a  cause  of  action  by  omitting 
to  raise  it  by  answer  or  by  a  de- 
murrer. He  may  take  the  objec- 
tion at  the  trial  by  a  motion  for 
nonsuit ;  but  omitting  to  take  it 
there,  he  cannot  raise  it  upon  ap- 
peal. Aheruethy  v.  Church  of  w 
IhiritanSf  1 

.  Subdivision  7  of  section  401  of 
of  the  Code  of  Procedure,  provi 
ding  that  a  referee  may  be  ap- 
pointed by  order  to  take  the  affi- 
davit of  ^'  any  person  "  to  be  used 
upon  a  motion,  who  shall  have 
refused  to  make  it,  does  not  apply 
to  a  party  to  the  action.    The  case 
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of  Fisk  y.  Ckieago,  Bock  Island  <fe 
Paei/U  R.  R  Co.,  8  Abb.  Pr.  N.  8. 
480,  disapproved  on  this  point. 
Modgskin  y.  Atlantie  db  Pa,c\fic  R. 
R  Co.,  70 

8.  A  corporation  is  "a  party  "with- 
in the  meaning  of  section  801  of 
the  Code  of  Procedure,  nroyiding 
for  the  examination  of  a  party 
before  trial,  and  the  president  of 
a  corporation-defendant,  may  be 
examined  under  that  section  of 
the  Code.  That  provision  of  the 
Code  wa<«  designed  as  a  substitute 
for  the  bill  of  discovery  under 
oath  in  aid  of  the  prosecution  or 
defense  of  another  action  under 
the  old  practice.  Carr  y.  Great 
Western  Ins.  Co.,  160 

4.  While  the  plaintiff  in  an  action 
may  generally  discontinue  the 
same  as  a  matter  of  course  and  eay 
parte,  on  the  payment  or  tender 
of  statutory  costs,  yet  where  the 
defendant  has  acquired  some  fixed 
right  in  the  course  of  the  action, 
which  a  discontinuance  would  im- 
pair or  destroy,  he  cannot  do  so 
without  the  leave  of  the  Court, 
and  upon  notice  :  Held,  therefore, 
that  m  an  action  for  divorce  the 
plaintiff  cannot  discontinue  upon 
the  payment  or  tender  of  costs 
without  leaye  of  the  Court  or 
complying  with  a  previous  order 
made  in  the  action,  requiring  him 
to  pay  a  fixed  sum  to  the  defend- 
ant as  alimony  and  counsel  fee. 
Leslie  y.  Leslie,  194 

5.  A  defect  tha^  can  be  waiyed  by  a 
party  is  merely  an  irregularity, 
whereas  if  it  cannot  be  waived,  it 
is  a  nullity,  and  renders  the  pro- 
cess or  proceeding  in  which  it  oc- 
curs totally  null  and  void.  Tal- 
eott  V.  Rozenberg,  208 

6.  Where  a  judgment  creditor's  at- 
torney, notwithstanding  a  pending 
stay  of  proceedings  on  the  execu- 
tion, procures  from  the  sheriff  the 
proceeds  of  a  levy  made  under  it, 
the  court  will,  on  motion*  order 
such  proceeds  to  be  returned  to 


an  officer  of  the  court,  to  abide  its 
further  order.    Ldavd  v.  Smith, 

809 

7.  On  a  motion,  properly  noticed, 
for  final  judgment  in  an  action  for 
foreclosure,  the  court  may  grant  to 
the  moving  party  a  further  allow- 
ance under  the  last  clause  of  sec- 
tion 809  of  the  Code  of  Procedure. 
It  is  not  necessary,  in  such  a  case, 
that  a  separate  motion,  on  affida- 
vits, should  be  made,  as  the  parties 
are,  or  mi^ht  be,  before  the  court 
on  the  motion  for  judgment,  and 
the  pleadings  and  proceedings  in 
the  action  are  all  the  evidence  re- 
quired to  enable  the  court  to  de- 
termine the  question.  Walsh  v. 
Weider\feld,  884 

8.  A  defendant  who  has  appeared  in 
the  action,  but  has  failed  to  an- 
swer, is  entitled  to  but  one  notice 
of  motion  for  the  relief  demanded 
in  the  complaint  Hence  where  in 
a  foreclosure  suit,  the  plaintiff,  on 
notice  to  the  defendant,  moved  for 
judgment  on  defendants'  failure  to 
answer,  and  for  a  reference  to  com- 
pute the  amount  due,  &c,,  which 
was  granted:  Meld  that,  on  the 
coming  in  of  the  report,  the  plaint- 
iff might,  without  further  notice, 
apply  to  tiie  court  forthwith  for 
judgment  on  the  report,  without 
waiting  eight  days  for  exceptions 
to  be  med  by  the  defendant      ib. 

9.  The  judge  cannot,  on  the  trial, 
take  the  assessment  of  damases 
from  the  jury,  nor  suspend  judg- 
ment and  order  the  exceptions  to 
be  heard  in  the  first  instance  at 
General  Term,  except  upon  an  un- 
contradicted state  of  nets.  Fey 
y.  Snriith,  886 

10.  The  provisions  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  and  Code  (§  128)  which 
declare  that  actions  brought  for 
property  distrained  for  any  cause, 
shall  be  laid  in  the  county  where 
the  distress  was  made,  refers  to  the 
proceeding  of  distress  as  it  existed 
at  common  law,  by  which  a  party 
might  take  and  hold  the  personal 
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property  of  another  as  a  pledge  or 
security  for  the  payment  of  debt, 
the  discharge  of  some  duty  or  rep- 
aration for  an  injury  done,  with 
the  right,  in  certain  cases,  to  sell 
it  to  obtain  satisfaction.  Hdd^ 
therefore,  that  th^  taking  by  a 
mortgagee  of  chattels  mortga^d 
to  him,  before  default  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  debt  intended  to  be 
secured  by  the  mortgage,  although 
a  wrongful  taking,  was  not  a  du- 
tress  within  the  meaning  of  the 
statute,  and  an  action  by  the  mort- 
gagor for  claim  and  delivery, 
under  the  Code  of  Procedure,  is 
not  local    Boyd  y.  Eawden,     455 

See  Arrest. 

ATTACHMEirr. 

Costs  of  Sheriff. 
Marine  &  District  Court 

Practice. 
Supplementary  Proceed- 

mos. 

PRINCIPAL  AGENT. 

1.  One  K ,  in  anticipation  of  the  or- 
ganization by  him  of  a  Life  Boat 
association,  ordered  materials  for 

'  the  construction  of  a  boat,  for 
which  he  promised  to  pay  person- 
ally. After  its  organization,  the 
company  exhibited  the  boat  as  an 
advertisement  of  its  business,  but 
did  not  acquire  ownership  by 
purchase,  and  E.,  who  acted  as 
the  company's  agent,  subsequently 
sold  the  boat  as  his  own  property 
and  kept  the  proceeds:  Held,  in 
an  action  against  the  company, 
for  the  price  of  the  materials,  that 
the  defendant  having  no  existence 
when  the  debt  was  contracted,  the 
subsequent  use  of  the  boat  by  it, 
and  the  promise  of  its  agent  did 
not  amount  to  a  ratification  of  E.'s 
acts,  so  as  to  make  the  company 
liable  for  the  debt.  Stainsoy  v. 
Frater  Metallic  Life  Boat  Co,,    98 

2.  Reld  further,  that  the  promise  of 
E.  as  the  company's  agent,  made 
after  the  organization,  to  pay  the 
bill,  was  a  promise  to  pay  the  debt 
of  another  without  consideration, 


and  was,  therefore,  within  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds,  it  not  appearing 
that  the  promise  had  been  made 
in  consequence  of  the  transfer  of 
the  boat  to  the  defendants  by 
E.  tb. 

3.  Both  principal  and  agent  cannot 
be  sued  together  on  a  contract 
made  by  the  agent  in  his  own 
name  for  the  benefit  of  his  prin- 
cipal. The  party  with  whom  the 
contract  is  made,  may  sue  the 
agent  as  principal,  or  if  he  elect, 
he  may  sue  the  real  principal,  bnt 
he  cannot  sue  bom.  BareU  v. 
yeweU,  283 

See  Seaman. 

Joint  Liability. 


PRINCIPAL   AND   SURETY. 
See  Undertakino. 


R 


RAILROAD  COMPANIES. 

1.  A  railroad  company  having  un- 
dertaken to  lay  a  track  along  a 
public  road,  are  bound  to  lay  it 
properly,  and  keep  it  in  a  safe 
condition,  and  it  is  a  question  for 
the  jury  to  determine  whether 
they  have  done  so  or  not  (follow- 
ing Fash  V.  Third  Ave.  R  B.  Co.. 
1  Daly,  148.)  WarsUr  v.  FoHy- 
second  Street,  dc,  R  R  Co,,      278 

2.  Hence,  in  an  action  against  the 
defendants  for  injuries  to  a  horse, 
caused  by  reason  of  its  stepping 
into  a  hole  between  the  rails  of 
the  defendant's  track,  laid  in  a 
public  highway,  Held,  error  to 
take  the  case  irom  the  jury  on  the 
ground  of  defendants  want  of 
notice  of  the  delect.  A. 


REFERENCE. 

The  court  may,  on  motion,  in  cer- 
tain cases,  and  for  sufiScient  cause, 
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pass  upon  and  control  the  acts  and 
proceedings  of  a  referee,  while 
the  reference  is  pending  and  in  a 
propel  case  set  aside  his  report, 
or  stay  proceedings  thereon.  Bar- 
ton y.  Hermann.  .820 


s 


SALES. 

1.  The  custom  of  markets  overt  does 
not  exist  in  this  country,  and  the 
rule  is  that  no  one  can  transfer  a 
greater  interest  in  a  chattel  than 
he  himself  has.    BoberU  y.  DiHon^ 

60 

2.  Thus  where  the  plaintiff,  a  master 
of  a  ship,  sent  his  chronometer  to 
the  defendants  to  be  repaired,  and 
they  recognized  it  as  one  that  had 
been  hired  by  them  to  another 
master,  to  be  returned  at  the  end 
of  a  voyage,  but  which  had  never 
been  returned, — Beld,  that  though 
the  plaintiff  had  purchased  the 
chronometer  of  a  watchmaker  in 
^ood  faith,  he  could  not  recover 
it  from  defendants.  ib, 

8.  The  absolute  sale  and  conveyance 
of  personal  property  by  one  hav- 
ing possession,  not  only  affirms, 
but  warrants  a  perfect  title. 
Beedy,  Gannon^  414 

4.  Where  a  husband  and*  wife  en- 
tered into  articles  of  separation 
with  a  trustee,  whereby  the  hus- 
band transferred  to  the  latter  cer- 
tain personal  property,  to  be  held 
for  tne  sole  use  of  the  wife,  and 
agreed  to  discharge  any  lien  exist- 
ing upon  the  chattels  within 
ninety  days,  and  the  trustee  cov- 
enanted to  save  the  husband 
harmless  from  all  the  debts  of  the 
wife,  and  it  appeared  that  the 
husband  had  executed  a  prior 
mortgage  upon  the  chattels,  with- 
out the  knowledge  of  the  trustee 
or  wife,  which  mortgage  had  never 
been  filed, — Held  in  an  action 
TOL.  m.— 88 


against  the  husband  and  mort- 
gagee for  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing them  from  interfering  with 
the  property,  that  the  trustee  was 
a  lonafidd  purchliser,  and  the  pro- 
visions in  the  article  in  regard  to 
the  discharge  of  liens  was  merely 
precautionary.  i&. 

5.  HM^  also  that,  it  was  too  late  to 
take  the  objection  for  the  first 
time  in  the  appellate  court,  that 
the  case  was  one  relating  solely  to 
personal  property  and  a  mere  pre- 
meditated trtepass,  and  was  not 
cognizable  by  a  court  of  equity. 

6.  The  plaintiff  agreed  to  purchase 
from  tne  defendant  a  quantity  of 
whiskey  then  owned  by  a  third 
party,  to  be  paid  for  when  it 
should  *'  arrive  and  be  inspected" 
at  a  designated  warehouse.  The 
plaintiff  made  a  partial  payment 
on  account  of  the  price,  but  on 
the  arrival  and  .inspection  of  the 
whiskey  at  the  warehouse,  a  dis- 
pute arose  as  to  the  exact  quantity 
to  be  paid  for,  and  the  plaintiff 
refusing  to  make  any  further  pay- 
ment, the  defendant  sold  the 
whiskey.  HM^  in  an  action  for 
conversion,  that  there  being  no 
delivery  to  the  plaintiff,  nor  full 
payment  by  him  of  the  price,  no 
title  passed  to  him,  and  ne  could 
not  maintain  the  action.  Fey  v. 
Bmith,  886 

See  COBFORATIONS,  6. 

Fraud. 
Trespass,  4. 


SBAMEN. 

1.  A  seaman  cannot  maintain  an  ac- 
tion, against  both  the  master  and 
the  owner  of  a  vessel  for  his  wages. 
He  has  his  remedy  against  either 
the  master  or  the  owner,  but  he 
cannot  sue  both.  Fitesimnkme  v. 
Boater.  81 

2.  The  plaintiff  shipped  on  board  of 
a  vessel,  as  seaman,  at  Genoa,  and 
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by  the  shipping  articles  agreed 
"to  be  obedient  to  the  lawfal 
commands  of  the  master  or  of  any 
person  who  shall  lawfully  succeed 
him."  Beiore  the  completion  of 
the  voyage,  the  master  left  the 
yessel,  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
mate,  who  took  command  as  mas- 
ter, and  completed  the  voyage: 
HM^  that  the  mate,  as  substituted 
master,  was  answerable  to  the 
plaintiff  for  his  ^ftges  earned  dur- 
mg  the  voyage.  The  substituted 
master  in  assuming  the  command 
of  the  vessel  and  •the  completion 
of  the  voyage,  acquires,  in  that 
capacity,  all  the  power  and  au- 
thority which  the  former  master 
had  over  the  seamen  by  virtue  of 
their  contract,  and  he  must  neces- 
sarily take  with  it  all  the  onerous 
obligations  which  the  maratime 
law  imposes  as  a  consequence  of 
the  contract  made  with  the  sea- 
men. t&. 

8.  Desertion,  to  be  an  answer  to  a 
seaman^s  claim  for  wages,  must  be 
a  voluntary  act  on  his  part,  and 
not  induced  by  an  act  of  the  cap- 
tain, which  would  make  the  disso- 
lution of  the  contract  by  the  sea- 
man necessary  and  justifiable,     ib, 

4.  Where  a  seaman  binds  himself  by 
his  shipping  articles  not  to  bring 
any  dispute  or  quarrel  that  he  may 
have  with  the  master  or  his  sub- 
stitute, before  any  court  but  that 
of  his  own  country,  foreign  tribu- 
nals will  give  effect  to  such  a  stip- 
ulation, unless  the  voyage,  as  re- 
spects him,  was  brought  to  an  end 
in  the  foreign  port  without  any 
wrongful  act  on  his  part..  OUen 
V.  Scnierenberg,  100 


SECESSION. 

1.  A  state  of  war  cannot  exist  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  any 
foreign  power,  or  between  it  and 
any  portion  of  its  own  citizens, 
until  a  state  of  war  has  been  re- 
cognized by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States.  MeStea  v.  Mat- 
thews, 849 


.  The  late  rebelHpn  of  the  Southern 
States  was  not  such  a  state  of  war 
as  to  dissolve  a  copartnership  be- 
tween a  resident  of  an  insurrec- 
tionary and  a  resident  of  a  loyal 
State,  until  the  passage  of  the  Act 
of  Congress,  July  18th,  1861,  re- 
cognizing a  state  of  war.  ib. 

.  Eddy  therefore,  in  an  action 
against  a  copartnership,  composed 
of  citizens  of  Louisiana  and  a 
citizen  of  New  York,  upon  an  ac- 
ceptance made  by  the  firm  prior 
to  the  passage  of  the  Act  of  July 
13th,  1861,  that  the  latter  was  lia- 
ble, but  he  was  not  liable  for  ob- 
ligations contracted  in  the  firm 
name  subsequent  to  the  passage 
of  that  act  ib. 


SHERIFF. 

1.  By  the  Revised  Statutes  (2  Rev. 
Stat.  645)  the  sheriff  is  allowed 
certain  fees  for  executing  process, 
and  for  serving  an  execution  for 
the  collection  of  money.  But  nei- 
ther £he  Revised  Statutes  nor  the 
Code  of  Procedure  make  any  al- 
lowance to  a  sheriff  for  the  fees 
of  a  person  employed  by  him  to 
watch  and  take  care  of  property 
levied  on  under  an  execution  is- 
sued   to   him.     Lynch  v.  Myers. 

2d6 

2.  The  taxation  of  the  sheriffs 
fees  on  an  execution  cannot  be 
had  on  the  requisition  of  the 
sheriff  himself,  but  only  on  that 
of  the  defendant  in  the  execution, 
upon  objection  made  by  Hm.    ib, 

8.  The  plaintiff,  as  sheriff,  having 
made  a  levy  under  an  execution 
issued  to  him  upon  the  judgment 
debtor's  personal  prop^ly,  was 
requested  by  the  latter  to  delay 
removing  the  goods  and  she 
would  pay  the  expenses  of  a  per- 
son to  be  put  in  charge.  The  execu- 
tion havmg  been  returned  satis- 
fied, the  plaintiff  brought  action 
against  the  judgment  debtor  to 
recover  the  fees  of  the  person  put 
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in  charge  of  the  property,  the 
plaintifi's  only  proof  of  services 
being  the  certificate  of  taxation  of 
the  keeper's  fees  made  by  a  justice 
of  the  Dupreme  Coort  on  &e  ap- 
pUcation  of  the  sheriff.  HM^ 
That  under  such  a  promise  by  the 
defendant  no  expenses  could  be 
recovered,  except  upon  competent 
proof  that  the  same  had  been  in- 
curred by  the  plaintiff  in  compli- 
ance with  the  promise,  and  that 
as  there  is  no  statute  authorizing 
the  taxation  of  the  plaintiff's  bill 
by  a  judge,  his  certificate  was  not 
evidence  that  any  such  expenses 
had  been  incurred,  and,  therefore, 
a  motion  for  a  non-suit  should 
have  prevaOed.  tb. 


SHIPPING. 

1.  Where  a  consignor  of  a  cargo  im- 
properly detains  the  vessel  from 
going  to  sea,  he  is  liable  to  the 
owner  for  his  special  damages, 
Bwr&y  V.  Bennett,  225 

2.  The  defendant  shipped  by  the 
plaintifls'  vessel  twenty-eight  bales 
of  cotton.  By  the  Internal  Ke  venue 
laws  (Act  of  July  18th,  1866,  §  5,) 
it  is  declared  to  be  unlawful  for 
the  master  of  a  vessel  to  convey  or 
transport  cotton  from  any  point  in 
in  the  district  in  which  it  shall 
have  been   produced,  without  a 

•  permit  from  the  collector  of  the 
district,  and  a  certificate  that  the 
tax  has  been  paid.  The  defendant 
promised  the  master  of  the  vessel 
to  procure  such  a  certificate  and 
permit,  but  having  neglected  to 
do  so,  the  master  was  unable  to 
get  a  clearance,  and  was  detained 
eleven  days  from  going  to  sea. 
Heldy  that  the  defendant  was  liable 
in  damages,  it  being  diown  that 
the  master  had  taken  the  best 
means  known  to  him  to  notify  the 
defendant  of  the  cause  of  the 
delay.  Hdd,  further,  that  in  such 
a  case,  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the 
moster  either  to  pay  the  tax,  in 
order  to  obtain  a  clearance  of  the 
vessel,  or  to  unload  and  store  the 
cotton.  t&. 


8.  Where  there  has  been  no  *agree- 
ment  as  to  the  rate  of  demurrage, 
the  charterer  or  owner  recovers 
an  equivalent  in  damages  for  the 
whole  time  that  the  vessel  is  de- 
tained, through  the  delay  or  neg- 
ligence of  the  fi'eighter,  the  mea- 
sure of  damages  being  the  loss  or 
injury  sustained  thereby,  which 
may  be  ascertained  by  showing 
what  the  vessel  is  capable  of  earn- 
ing, or  usually  earns  per  diem,   ib. 

See  Jonrr  Liabilitt,  1,  2. 


STATUTES. 

1.  An  act  of  the  legislature  which 
contains  provisions  of  a  general 
character  is  to  be  regarded  as  a 
public  act,  although  its  title  indi- 
cates that  it  is  a  local  act  and  the 
proyisions  generally  are  of  local 
application.  Unless  it  is  in  all 
respects  local,  it  is  to  be  regarded 
as  a  public  act  McLean  v.  Mayor, 
dbe,  82 

2.  The  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1867 
(Laws  of  1867,  vol.  2,  p.  1,606), 
declaring,  among  other  things, 
that  hereafter  all  actions  against 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Com- 
monalty of  New  York,  shall  be 
brourfit  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
which  court  shall  have  exclusive 
cognizance  of  such  actions,  is  a 
public,  and  not  a  local  act,  within 
the  meaning  of  the  Constitution, 
and  need  not  be  pleaded.  ib, 

3.  Of  two  statutes  affecting  the  same 
subject,  and  passed  the  same  day. 
the  one  numbered  as  a  chapter  of 
the  laws  last,  being  local  and  not 
intended  to  take  effect  till  a  later 
day  than  the  other,  HeM  to  be  the 
later  and  controlling  statute.  Me- 
tropolitan Board  of  Beaith  v. 
Schmadeiy  232 

4.  The  Legislature  having  regulated 
the  standard  pf  petroleum,  &c^ 
and  the  mode  of  storage  thereof, 
&c.,  it  is  not  competent  lor  a  board 
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of  health  to  impofle  fbrther  xestric- 
tioniL  ib. 

5.  Nor  has  the  board  of  health  the 
power  to  do  BO  under  a  general 
power  to  make  ordinanoea  not  in- 
consiatent  with  law.  i&. 

6.  An  amendatory  statate  la  to  be 
read  and  constmed  as  if  it  had 
been  originally  incorporated  in 
the  original  act  when  passed,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  it  may  be  constnied 
to  act  retrospectively,  so  as  to 
afiect  acts  already  done  or  rights 
acqoired  under  the  original  stat- 
ute. And  U  $eein$  that  an  amend- 
atoiy  statate  containing  a  proviso 
limiting  the  operation  of  the  orig- 
inal statute,  will  not  only  relieve 
against  penalties  or  forfeitures 
incurred  under  the  original  statute, 
but  will  give  e^ct  to  contracts 
made  in  contravention  of  the  pro- 
visions so  amended.  Hendenon 
V.  Bpoffordy  861 

7.  Courts  of  special  jurisdiction  are 
confined  in  their  jurisdiction  strict- 
ly to  the  authority  f^ven  them, 
and  take  nothing  by  implication. 
Aham  V.  NatwnM  8team$hip  Oo,y 

899 

8.  A  statute  permitting  a  defendant 
sued  in  a  district  court,  on  a  de- 
mand exceeding  $100,  to  remove 
the  cause,  on  motion  and  the 
giving  of  an  undertaking,  into 
the  Court  of  Common  Plea«,  is  not 
unconstitutional  as  impairing  the 
obligation  of  a  contract,  or  taking 
away  a  vested  right  JohMon  v. 
Aekerwn,  480 


STATUTE  OP  FRAUDS. 

1,  Where  a  contract  is  for  an  article 
coming  under  the  g^end  denom- 
ination of  "  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise,^^ and  it  is  made  with  one 
who  manufactures  and  sells  that 
kind  of  commodity  to  all  who 
traffic  in  it,  the  qpantity  required 
and  the  price  being  agreed  upon, 
it  is  a  contract  of  wU  within  the 


meanmjo^  of  the  statute  of  frauds, 
and  it  is  unimportant  whether  the  • 
manufacturer    and   vendor    has, 
when  the  order  for  the  article  is 

S'ven,  the  requisite  quantity  on 
md  or  has  to  manufiuinre  it  after- 
warda.  PamaU  McawfaOwrmg  Cq, 
T.  Hoffman^  495 

3.  If,  however,  what  is  deariy  con- 
templated by  the  contract  is  the 
skill,  labor,  care,  or  knowledge  of 
the  one  who  &bricates  the  article, 
or  if  it  would  not  have  been  pro- 
duced, if  the  order  had  not  been 
given  for  it,  or  i^  when  produced. 
It  is  unfitted  for  sale  as  a  general 
article  of  merchandise,  being 
adapted  only  for  use  by  the  per- 
son ordering  it,  then  the  contract 
is  one  for  work  and  labor,  and  is 
not  within  the  statute  of  firaods. 

A. 

8.  If  an  order  is  given  to  a  inanu£K- 
turer  for  a  certain  quantity,  fX  a 
certain  price,  of  an  article  which 
he  is  habitually  manufacturing 
and  keeps  on  hand  to  supply  or- 
ders, it  IS,  in  general  terms,  to  be 
regarded  as  a  contract  of  sale,  and 
slbould  be  in  writing  to  make  it 
binding.  But  if,  wim  the  knowl- 
edge that  the  manufacturer  is  not 
supplied  with  the  article  ready 
made,  the  party  orders  a  certain 
quantity  to  be  manufactured  at  a 
certain  price,  then  it  is  an  agree- 
ment fbr  the  production  of  the 
article,  and  not  for  the  sale  of  it 
after  it  is  produced.  «&. 

4.  The  meaning  of  the  words  "goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,*'  and 
"  chattels,"  in  the  statute  of  frauds, 
considereid.  ib, 

6.  The  plaintiffs  agreed  to  manu&c- 
ture  and  deliver  fifty  warps  to  the 
defendants  at  a  fixed  price,  and, 
it  appeared  upon  the  trial,  (1) 
that  the  articles  were  of  a  peculiar 
kind ;  (2)  the  number  contracted 
for  was  to  be  produced  and  deliv- 
ered as  the  defendants  wanted 
them ;  (3)  they  were  all  manufac- 
tured after  the  order  for  them  was 
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received ;  (4)  the  agreement  con- 
templated that  the  articles  were 
to  be  of  the  plaintifb'  manufac- 
ture. Hdd^  not  a  contract  of  sale 
required  to  be  in  writing,  within 
the  statute  of  frauds.  ib» 

6.  It  is  not  necessary  that  the  mem- 
orandum in  writing  of  the  con- 
tract, under  the  statute  of  frauds, 
should  be  comprised  in  one  paper. 
It  may  be  embraced  in  several, 
but  they  must  be  connected  with, 
and  refer  to,  each  other,  and  the 
mutual  relations  of  the  writings 
must  appear  upon  their  face,  and 
cannot  oe  established  by  parol 
evidence.  ib, 

7.  The  defendants  proposed,  by  let- 
ter, that  the  plaintim  should  ac- 
cept an  order  for  fifty  "  warps,"  at 
a  certain  price,  and  the  acceptance 
of  the  oraer  was  by  letter,  but  the 
contents  of  this  letter,  as  well  as 
the  fact  that  it  was  mailed  to  the 
defendants,  was  established  by 
parol  evidence,  no  exception  be- 
ing taken  to  the  evidence.  It 
iesnu  that  this  was  sufficient  proof 
of  an  acceptance  in  writing,     ib, 

8.  It  appearing,  however,  that  twelve 
of  tne  ^^ warps"  had  afterwards 
been  delivered  to,  and  accepted 
by,  the  defendants,  Heldyiha,t  tnere 
was  a  sufficient  part  delivery  to 
take  the  case  out  of  the  operation 
of  the  statute.  tb. 

9.  Upon  the  reftisal  of  the  defend- 
ants to  accept  the  residue  of  the 
goods,  the  plaintifb  had  a  right  to 
sell  them  at  auction  and  hold  the 
defendants  responsible  for  the  de- 
ficiency, ib. 


the  awards  made.  The  statute 
(Laws  of  1818,  ch.  86^  §  178)  un- 
der which  such  commissioners  are 
created,  beinff  summary  in  its  na- 
ture, should  be  strictly  construed. 
Biker  y.  Ma^or,  dbc,y  174 

2.  The  confirmation  of  the  report  of 
the  commissioners  by  the  Supreme 
Court,  in  a  particular  case,  though 
conclusive  in  reference  to  all  acts 
which  the  commissioners  had  the 
power  to  perform,  is  not  so  as  to 
matters  beyond  their  jurisdiction. 

See  Nbgligbncb,  5,  6. 

SUBROGATION. 

1.  A  judgment  creditor  took  the 
judgment  debtor's  note,  endorsed 
for  accommodation  by  the  defend- 
ant, as  collateral,  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  the  j  ud^ent.  He  subse- 
quently, but  before  the  maturity 
of  the  note,  transferred  it  to  the 

glaintiff  for  value.  The  latter 
aving  notice  of  the  circumstances 
tmder  which  the  note  was  given, 
paid  the  judgment,  and  procured 
It  to  be  satisfied,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  accommodation 
endorser :  Held^  in  an  action  on 
the  note  against  the  endorser,  that 
by  such  payment  and  satisfaction 
of  the  iudgment,  the  endorser's 
ri^ht  of  subrogation  was  prgu- 
diced,  and  he  was,  therefore,  d^ 
chained  from  liability  on  the  note. 
BoydY,  Flmnegaihy  222 

2.  The  right  of  subrogation  is  recog- 
nized by  courts  of  law,  as  well  as 
by  courts  of  equity.  ib. 


STREETS. 

The  commissioners  of  estimate 
and  assessment  appointed  in  a 
proceeding  to  open  a  street  in  the 
city  of  New  York  have  no  author- 
ity to  impose  any  condition  to  be 
performed  by  the  owners  of  lands 
taken  prior  to  payment  to  them  of 


SUMMARY  PROCEEDINGa 

The  statute  does  not,  in  express 
tenns,  prescribe  any  time  beyond 
the  day  of  trial  within  which  a 
magistrate  shall  render  his  decis- 
ion in  summary  proceeding  ibr 
the  recovery  of  the  possession  of 
demised  premises,  and  it  eeeme 
that,  in  such  proceedings,  an  inde- 
finite postponement  of  the  matter, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


598 


mDEX. 


after  trial,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
liberation and  decision,  is  unau- 
thorized, and  ousts  the  magistrate 
of  jurisdiction.  (Pbb  Robinson, 
J.)     OiUilan  Y.  Spratt,  440 

See  Injunction,  1. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  PROCEED- 
INGS. 

1.  Supplementary  proceedings  wcan- 
not  be  sustained  on  the  return  of  a 
marshal  to  an  execution  issued  out 
of  a  district  court.  The  act  of 
1865  (chap.  400,  p.  788,  §  2)  only 
refers  to  process  issued  by  the  Ma- 
rine Court.    Muldowney  v.  Comey^ 

170 

2.  Proceedings  supplementary  to  ex- 
ecution, under  the  Code  of  Proced- 
ure, were  intended  as  a  summary 
and  inexpensive  substitute  for  the 
former  creditor's  bill,  and  the  for- 
mer practice  in  regard  to  the  lat- 
ter applies  to  the  new  proceedings, 
unless  inconsistent  with,  or  super- 
ceded by,  the  change  made  by 
the  Legislature.  Smith  y.  Mdho- 
ny,  285 

8.  Under  the  Code,  a  second  execu- 
tion may  be  issued,  by  leave  of 
the  Court,  after  five  years  from  the 
entry  of  judgment,  although  the 
judgment  creditor  has  conunenced 
supplementary  proceedings  on  the 
judgment.  ib. 


T 

TRADE  MARK. 

.  A  manufacturer  cannot  acquire  a 
special  property  in  an  ordinary 
term  or  expression,  as  his  trade- 
mark, the  use  of  which  as  an  en- 
tirety is  essential  to  the  correct 
and  truthfiil  designation  of  the 
particular  article  or  compound. 
Town  V.  Stdtaan,  53 

.  Thus  a  dealer  in  salt  fish  cannot 
maintain  an  exclusive  claim  to  the 
use  of  the  term  "  desicated  cod- 


fish ^*  as  a  trademark.  It  is  only 
by  the  prefix  of  some  other  word, 
not  previously  applied  in  that 
connection,  and  not  essential  to 
the  truthfhl  designation  of  the 
article  produced,  that  he  can  be 
protected  in  its  exclusive  use.    ib. 

See  EviDKNCE,  6. 


TRESPASS. 

1.  To  warrant  a  judgment  against 
parties  as  joint  trespassers,  it  must 
appear  that  they  co-operated  in 
producing  the  act  which  resulted 
m  the  trespass  In  that  case,  they 
may  be  sued  for  it  jointly  or  sever- 
ally, but  unless  that  is  shown,  the 
action  cannot  be  maintained 
against  them  jointly.  Oben  v. 
&hierenberg,  100 

2.  Thus  where  in  an  action  by  a 
seaman  against  the  captain  and 
mate  for  damages  by  reason  of 
cruel  treatment^  it  appeared  that 
the  assaults  complamed  of  were 
separate  acts  by  each  of  the  de- 
fendants at  different  periods,  in 
no  one  of  which  did  the  captain 
and  mate  co-operate  or  act  in  con- 
cert: Held^  that  the  plaintiff  tould 
not  recover.  ib. 

8.  The  complaint  averred  "  the  un- 
lawful, forcible,  and  violent  tak- 
ing away  "  of  the  plaintiffs  sew- 
ing machine,  for  which  damages 
were  demanded.  The  defendwit 
interposed  a  general  denial,  and 
on  the  trial  of  the  action,  evi- 
dence of  an  unlawful  entry  with- 
out license  by  the  defendant,  was 
admitted :  HM,  error.  Keniny 
V.  Planer^  131 

4.  A  sale  and  delivery  of  goods 
upon  a  written  agreement,  that 
the  purchaser  shall  not  take  title 
until  the  payment  by  him  of  the 
purchase  price,  passes  no  title 
until  the  conmtion  is  per- 
formed, and  the  seller,  if  not 
guilty  of  laches,  may  reclaim  the 
goodfl   even  from  a  third  party 
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who  has  bought  them  from  the 
purchaser  in  good  faith  and  with- 
out notice.  A  party  may  resort 
to  every  possible  means,  short  of 
a  breach  of  the  peace,  for  the 
recaption  of*  his  property.         ib. 

See  ATTACHHEirr,  3. 


TMAL. 

1.  It  is  not  error  for  aiudgeto  crit- 
icise, in  his  Charge,  the  testimony 
of  a  witness,  or  to  give  his  opin- 
ion as  to  the  proper  interpreta- 
tion, construction,  and  effect  of 
the  language  of  the  witness,  un- 
less it  appears  that  the  expression 
of  the  judge's  opinion  prejudiced 
the  objecting  party.  Tnguenzo  v. 
Solomon,  158 

2.  It  is  for  the  jury,  and  not  for  the 
court,  to  determine  whether  a 
particular  witness  shall  be  believ- 
ed. And  the  jury  having  found 
a  verdict,  under  proper  instruc- 
tions, on  evidence  m  some  respects 
conflicting,  the  court  on  appeal 
will  not  disturb  it  ib. 

See  Pkactiob. 


TRUSTS  AND  TRUSTEES. 

.  The  plaintiff,  while  sick  and 
in  expectation  of  death,  delivered 
to  the  defendant,  her  attorney,  a 
negotiable  bond,  to  be  held  by 
him  in  trust  for  the  use  of  her 
son.  The  plaintiff  having  recov- 
ered, notified  the  defendant  that 
she  revoked  the  trust,  and  de- 
manded the  return  of  the  security. 
In  an  action  brought  by  the  plaint- 
iff for  damages  for  the  conver- 
sion of  the  fi)nd,  the  defendant 
interposed  an  answer :  (1)  that  he 
held  the  bond  and  its  proceeds 
upon  and  under  the  trust  created 
by  the  plaintiff;  and  (2)  that  he 
had  a  lien  upon  the  same  for  serv- 
ices as  plaintiff's  attorney  :  Held^ 
that  it  being  shown,  on  a  motion 
to  strike  out  the  answer  as  sham, 


that  the  defendant  had  sold  the 
bond,  and  that  the  plaintiff  had 
notified  him  that  she  revoked  the 
trust,  the  answer  was  sham  and 
irrevelant,  and  should  be  stricken 
out.  The  defendant  should  show 
at  least,  that  he  had  sold  the  bond 
for  the  purpose  of  reinvesting  the 
procee<^  before  receipt  of  the 
notice  of  revocation.  Senry  v. 
Fowler,  199 

2.  A  lessee  of  certain  premises  en- 
tered into  a  written  contract  with 
another,  by  which  the  latter  a- 
greed  to  advance  the  money  ne- 
cessary to  fit  up  the  premises  in  a 
manner  suitable  for  sub-letting,  to 
collect  the  rents  from  the  sub- 
tenants, and  after  payment  of  his 
own  advances  and  the  rent  due  to 
the  lessor,  to  divide  the  net  in- 
come of  the  premises  equally  be- 
tween himself  and  the  lessee. 
Held,  that  such  an  agreement  crea- 
ted, in  equity,  a  trust  for  the  les- 
sor's benefit  which  he  was  entitled 
to  enforce  against  the  parties  to 
it.    BorreU  v.  NemU,  228 


u 


UNDERTAKma. 

1.  In  an  action  upon  an  undertaking 
given  by  a  defendant  in  an  action 
m  a  district  court,  on  its  removal 
to  the  Common  Pleas,  under  §  8 
of  the  statute  of  1857,  the  con- 
dition of  the  undertaking  being 
"  to  pay  any  amount  that  may  iS 
awarded"  by  the  latter  court, — 
Held,  on  demurrer  to  the  com- 
plaint, that  it  is  not  necessary  to 
aver  either  a  consideration  for  the 
undertaking,  a  final  termination 
of  the  original  action,  or  a  de- 
mand for  payment.  Johnson  y. 
Ackereon,  480 

2.  The  plaintiff  is  not  bound  to 
exhaust  his  remedies  against  the 
judgment  debtor  before  bringing 
suit  upon  the  undertaking.      t?. 


.r^/.  > 
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